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STORY 



TheHiftory of the Assyrians, the Babylonians, 
and the different nations antiently inhabiting 
Asia Minor. 


CHAP. I; 




T H E names AJfyria and AJJyrian are of fuch compre- 

henfive latitude with the Greek and Latin writers, as 
to take in all the country and people between the 
Mediterranean on the weft, and the river Indus on 
the eaft. This empire having been once very extenfive, the 
countries under its dominion, came to be denominated by the 
name of the fovereign ftate, which name they retained even 
long after the ruin of that great monarchy. Thus Mtfopotamia 
was called Mid-AJfyria *. The name was alfo given to Baby¬ 
lon and Chaldea +, and according to JuJlin the country of. Syria 
was firft called AJfyria J. 

AJfyria Proper , which was fo called from AJhur the fon of 
Shem, and gave name to the other provinces, was bounded, 
according to Ptolemy , on the north by part of Armenia and 
mount Jfiphates, on the weft by the Tygris, on the fouth by 
Sujiana, and on the eaft by part of Media . The country with- 
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in thefe limits is by Strabo called Adiabene , and by Dio Cajjtui 
Atyria , both which names however generally fignify only pro¬ 
vinces of the whole. Thefe provinces or diftriCts, according 
to Ptolemy, were Calachene or Gala cine, Arrapachitis, Adiabene , 
ArbeUiis , Appolloniatis , Sittacene, and Chalonitis. Arrapachitis 
was the molt northern province, but what towns it contained 
is now utterly unknown.' Calachene lay next to Arrapachitis 
and contained the cities >Marde, Bejfara, Refen , Calah, which 
laft gave name to the whole province, and was built by 
as the fcripture informs us. It is fuppofed by Bochart to be the 
fame with Halah , where the king of AJJyria placed the captive 
Ilf a elites. Adiabene was the chief province, and lay upon the 
Tygris to the fouth of Calachene. In this part of AJJyria and 
near or upon the Tygris , flood the famous and fo-much cele¬ 
brated city of Ninas or Nineveh , as it is named in holy writ. 
Its extent and greatnefs is fufficiently defcribed by the prophet 
Jonahs Strabo allows it to have been much greater than Baby¬ 
lon, and Diodorus'Siculus tells us, that it was 410 ftades in cir¬ 
cumference, or forty-feven miles, and that it was furrounded 
with lofty walls and towers, the former being 100 feet in height, 
and fo very broad that three chariots might drive on them 
a-breaft, and the latter 200 feet in height, and 1500 in number. 
It was ruined by the Medes , according to the prediction of the 
prophet Nahum, chap. iii. though it was afterwards rebuilt in 
fome part from its own ruins, as appears from Tacitus , Ptole¬ 
my, and Ammianus *. A little farther fouth lay the town or 
rather the village of Gaugamela, where Alexander gained acom- 
pleat victory over Darius, which was afterwards named from 
the city Arbela, a few miles eaft from Gaugamela. Appolloniatis 
lay eaft of Adiabene, and was fo called from its metropolis Apol-- 
Ionia, and contained befides Artemita, Charracclarta, Thebura, 
Arrapa, and others. Sittacene lay fouth of Appolloniatis, and 
had Sitiace for its metropolis, a great and populous city, which 
Xenophon , who pafled through it, tells us flood about a mile 
and a half from the Tigris. In Chalonitis, the moft fouthern 
province, were the cities of Chala and Ctefiphon, which laft flood 
on the Tygris, a little below Seleucia, and on the oppoftte bank, 
and in procefs of time became the metropolis of the Perfian 

empire. 

As this country lies between the 33 and 39th degrees of north 
latitude, in its happy times it probably was a land of plenty, 
according to the defeription given of it by Rabjhekeh ; but fince 
the fall of its empire, having frequently become the feat of 
war between neighbouring ftates, it is now almoft a wildernefs, 

excepting fome little land cultivated about its few and inconft- 
derable.towns f. . 

Among the rivers of AJfwia may juftly be reckoned the Ty¬ 
gris, not only becaufe it bathed all the weftern fkirts of this 

* Tacit. 1 . 12. Ammian.!. 23. f Rauwolf’s Travels, p. 2. 
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fcouritif, but alfo becaufe all the rivers of the kingdom fell into 1 
it, and the great cities Nineveh, Ctejipbon, and others, were 
fituated thereon. It is faid to have borrowed its , name from the < 
number of tigers on its banks; others derive its name from a 
Perfian word, fignifying an arrow, to denote the rapidity of 
its courfe; but according to Pietro della Valle and Phevenot, it 
is a flower ftream than the Euphrates , • owing to its many 
windings and iflands; The inhabitants of the country, even 
at this day, call it Hiddekel. The other rivers of lefs note were 
the Lycus, the Capras, and the Gorgus, at almoft an equal dif- 
tance from each other, and fuppofed.to have been between the 
cities Nineveh and Seleucia. The two former are now called 
the great and little Zab or Zarb. 

According to profane authors Ajfyria was the raoft antient Antiquity 
kingdom; but from fcripture it appears that of Babylon pre- of the 
ceded it a few years. It was founded by Afhur , who we are AJJyrians . 
told went out from the land of Babylon, and builded Nineveh , 
and the city Rehoboth, and Calah, and Rezen. Some indeed, upon - • 

very flight foundations, interpret this text otherwife, and think 
, that he$ nam'ely Nimrod went out into AJjyr, and founded the 
above mentioned cities, becaufe the preceding verfes related to 
him, and the following verfes give an account of the pofterity 
of the line of Ham, who was not the anceftorof A (bur. From 
thence they conclude that Ajfyria was in the beginning only 
a branch of the Babylonifh empire. But the land of A four, • 
and the land of Nimrod are mentioned as two diftindt countries, 

Micah v. 6. and the kingdom of Babylon we find afterwards 
Was conquered by the AJJyrians, which proves that before this 
union they were two diitindt kingdoms. 

Nothing can be faid of the government. of this people, ex- Their go - 
cept what may be gathered from the conduit and deportment vernxnent, 
of their princes, in the very little we have of their biftory. 

That they were a fmall nation under hereditary chiefs for many 
ages is not to be doubted, no more than that their government 
was very Ample; When their empire was in its moft flourifh- 
ing ftate, their princes feem then to have been purely defpotic, 
and the fucceffion hereditary. 

Their laws were probably very few, and depending upon Laws, and 
the arbitrary will of their princes, who even fometimes arro¬ 
gantly prefumed to pafs ferftence on the whole world, and re¬ 
quired that non© other under heaven fhould be' worfhiped but 
themfelves *.. 

As to their religion, it is probable idolatry prevailed early Religion, 
among them. We have In fcripture the names of feveral of ' 
their idols, fuch as Nifroch, Nergal, Adramelech, Anamelech, 
but in what form thefe were worfhiped, or what relation they 
had to the idols of other nations, is uncertain. The goddefs 
•j Dercsto, whatever was her AJfyrian name, according to Ctefias , 
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was a deity of the AJJyrians of an inferior order, in fubje<Ehon 
to another, who may have been the Syrian goddefs at Hierapolis, 
or the Phoenician AJlarte on mount Aphac. Their cuftoms, 
arts, learning, and trade muft certainly have differed but little 
From thofe of their neighbours the Babylonians , and their lan¬ 
guage was the fame with that of Syria. 

The AJfy- There is not a more controverted part of hiftory than the 

rian em- account of the firft Affyrian kings. The firft king of AJJyria , 
pire fop according to Ctejias of Cnidos, was Ninus, but according to 
pofed to Syncellus he was only the fecond, and fucceffor of Belus ; and 
be found - from them to Sardanapalus , the Ajfyrians, through a fucceffion 
ed by of near . 40 princes, continued matters of the greateft part of 
Ninus , Afia for about 1300 years, almoft till the days of Uzziah king 
B. Ch. of Judah. Even Ninus their firft king, according to Ctejias 
2659. * and his follower Diodorus Siculus, overran all the couhtries bor¬ 
dering upon the Mediterranean fea, or rather the whole of Afia 
Minory and Egypt, Pheenicia, and Ccele-Syriay and the barba¬ 
rous nations adjoining upon Pontus as far as the Tianais, and 
likewife the CaddufianSy Tapyrians, Hyrcanians, Dacians , Der - 
hicians, Caymanians, Choroneans, Borchanians, and Parthians, be- 
fides conquering Perjia, and the provinces of Sufiana , and that 
of Cafpiana, and many other lefs confiderable nations too te¬ 
dious to recount: and all this wide empire extending from the 
c Tanais and the Euxine fea on the north, to Ethiopia on the 
fouth, and from the Archipelago and the Mediterranean on the 
weft, as far eaft as the Indus , he fubdued and made tributary 
That opi- about 40 years before the birth of Abraham. Whether this 
nion in- account is confident with the ftate of the world as related in the 
confident book of Genefis , our readers may eafily judge. There we find 
with the thatin the days of Abraham, and ages after him, the Canaanites liv- 
feripture ed independant under their own kings or patriarchs. The Moabites 
account, alfo, the. Ammonites, the Midianites, the Edomites, the Amale- 

kites , the Pbili/lines were fubjedt to no foreign yoke, and free 
from ftrange lords till after the return of the Ifraelites from 
Egypt , which kingdom likewife feems to have remained un- 
molefted by foreigners till the days of Senacherib. 

Thofe who contend for the great antiquity and extenfive domi¬ 
nion of the AJJyrians, found their opinion upon the authority 
of Ctejias, whom Arijlotle, who was almoft his cotemporary, 
and many others of the antients, declare to be a fabulous writer 
unworthy of credit. Indeed whoever perufes his Indica and 
AJJyrian Hijlory, will not fcruple to conclude that he has been 
a man of little fincerity, and that his writings are a mere ro¬ 
mance, calculated to aftonifh and amaze, and to ftrain credu¬ 
lity beyond all poffible bounds. 

That the Ajfyrians, like the neighbouring nations, continued 
a final 1 ftate governed by their own princes for many centuries 
is not to be doubted; but that it was late before they began to 
extend their conquefts, efpecially weftward, is evident from 
feripture. Before we have any account of the Ajfyrians, Hada- 
aezer king of Zobah, we find extended the Syrian monarchy on 

both 


i 



OF THE WORLD. 5 

both Tides of the Euphrates , and .king David alfo was maftei* of- 
a confiderable extent as far eaft as that river, .and had no AJjy- 
rian to difpute the honour with him. There is no account of 
the AJjyrians attempting any thing in the weftern parts of Afta 
till the reign of Pul, who made his firft appearance on this fide 
the Euphrates in the decline of the kingdom of Damafcus. _ 

What they had done before that time in the eaft. does no where 
appear, except in the exaggerated accounts of Cteftas. That 
the foundations of the monarchy were laid by Pul , or a few 
years before him, by the conquefts of fome of his predeceffors,' 
there is the greateft reafon to conclude not from fcripture alone, 
but from feveral of the moft unexceptionable of profane writers, 
fuch as Ptolemy in his Canon, Herodotus *, Appian +, and 

Dionyjius of Halicarnajfus . 

However, as the Ctefian account has been To long received for 
truth by many of the wifeft and moft fagacious hiftorians and 
chronologers, and admitted, as we may lay, from all antiquity ' * * 
into the body of hiftory, we flia.ll here prefent our readers with 
a fuccindt view of it, feeing, in his relation of eaftern tranf- 
adtions, there may be fomething of truth at the bottom, as 
there ufes to be in romances. 

Ninus the firft king of the. AJfyrians, but the fucceflor of 
AJhur, according to thofe who are for connecting the facred and 
prophane hiftory of this period, was a prince of an enter- 
prizing and ambitious fpirit. Having formed a defign of con- The ex- " 
quering the neighbouring nations, ana ereCting an empire over tenfive 
them, he caufed the ftrongeft of his youth to be trained up in conquefts 
martial difcipline, and by long and continual exercife inured 0 f Ninus., 
them readily to undergo all the toils and hazards of war* Hav¬ 
ing thus formed a gallant army, he refolved firft to invade his 
neighbours theBabylonians ; but dreading the martial genius of 
the Arabians , who it feems were diftinguifhed for their love of 
independance and liberty before invasions or hoftilities were 
known in the world, he made an alliance with their king Ar'usus, 
who joined him with a large body of his fubje&s. The Baby¬ 
lonians , who are reprefented as entirely ignorant in martial 
affairs, were an ealy conqueft to the two allied kings, * and 
Ninus having impofed an annual tribute upon them, carried 
away their king and all his children captives, whom he after¬ 
wards put to death (a). His next expedition was againft Ar- 

. . ‘ • , 
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* Herod. 1 . 1. c. 95 & 184. f In prsefat. J L. i. 
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(a) In fcripture however we Ninus, made an excurfion with 

find that the firft cities in the the king of Elam, as far as the 
world were built in the land of land of Canaan , which feems not 
Sbinaar or Babylonia , and that very much to favour the .account 
Amraphel king of Sbinaarl who of Diodorus . ’ , 

mail have heen cotemporary with ' . ■ t 
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menia, arid reducing many of their cities, ftruck fuch a terror- 
irito the people, that their king Barzanes came with many rich 
prefents, and fubmitted himfelf. Ninus left him in poffeffion 
of his kingdom, on condition that he fhould become his vaflal, 
and ferve him in his wars when required. Encouraged by his 
fuccefs he invaded Media , and totally routing the _ Median king 
Pharnus , and taking him prifoner with his wife and feven 
children, he caufed them to be crucified. Committing the go¬ 
vernment of Media to an intimate friend, he marched weftwards 
with his victorious troops, and in feventeen years made an en¬ 
tire conqueft of all the weftern kingdoms of AJia , of Egypt , and 
of all the countries as far eaft as BaEiria. The BaEtrians being 
a numerous and warlike people, and their country fecured by 
difficult pafles, he deferred his expedition againft them till he 
fhould be better allured of fuccefs, and returning to his own 
country, and difmiffing his faithful Arabian allies with many 
He builds rich fpoils and noble gifts, he then employed his troops in 
Nineveh, building a city, which for extent and ftatelinefs fhould not 

only far furpafs all that had ever before been in the world, but 
alfobe fuch as fhould, with the greateft difficulty, be equalled by 
any other prince, that fhould come after him. He allowed not 
only the AJJyrians but people of all nations to fettle'in this city, 
which he honoured with his own name Ninus or Nineve , ana 
allowed to the citizens a large territory next adjoining to them.! 
His expe- Having finifhed this great undertaking, he aflembled a new 

army for his expedition againft the BaEtrians, and marched into 
their country at the head of 1,700,000 foot, above 210,000 


dition 

againft 


BaEiria. b° r ^ e 5 and no lefs than 10,000 armed chariots. Here he met 

with a more powerful refiftance than he had before experienced. 
A hundred thoufand of his men were killed in a battle upon his 
firft entering the country, and though he afterwards made him¬ 
felf mafter cf the many populous cities of the BaEtrians , yet 

he was baffied in all his attempts to reduce BaEtra the capital, 
.which was defended by the king Oxyartes. After his army had 
continued for foine time at the fiege, he at length made himfelf 

matter of the place by the contrivance andcondudf of & emir amis, 
wifetp one of' his chief officers named Menon. ' 

This famous woman, Diodorus tells us, was faid to be the 
daughter of Derceto the goddefs of Ajcalon , who being after¬ 
wards afhamed of her guilt, expofed the infant among the rocks 
of a defert, murdered the father, and overwhelmed with grief 
and difhonour, threw herfelf headlong into a lake near the 
. city, and became a fifh; on which account the Syrians eat nq 
filh, but adore them as Gods, and Ihe was worfniped by the 
inhabitants of Afcalon , under the ftiape of a fifh with the head 
pf a woman. ^ The unhappy infant was miracupufly fuftained 
andnourimedby a flock of doves, which kept-her warm witfi 
their jvings, and fed her wjth milk from the neighbouring cot¬ 
tages, and with pieces of cheefe after fhe was a year old. The 
neighbouring fhepherds having thus difcovered her, they took 

' • • her 
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tier home with them, and Tent her to Simma , the chief of the 
king’s fhepherds, who being childlefs, adopted her and called 
her Semiramis. Semiramis as ,fhe grew up exceeded all of her 
. fex for wit and beauty, and one Menon, governor of all Syria, 
lodging at Simma s houfe, when fent thither to furvey the king’s 
cattle, fell in love with her, married her, and had two fons by 
her. Her hufband was altogether, at her devotion, and never 
would do any thing without her advice, which was always 
fuccefsful, During the fie'ge of Baftria, being impatient to fee 
her, he fent for her to the camp; and fhe being defirous to dis¬ 
play the fuperiority of her underftanding and other excellen¬ 
cies, immediately fet out, in a habit fo prudently contrived, as 
at once to preferve her beauty and conceal her fex. Upon ar- He re¬ 
riving at the camp, fhe obferved that the befiegers only attack- duces the 
ed the weakeft places of the city, which were therefore carer- capital by 
fully defended by the befieged. She therefore, with a few the/:on- 
choten men, that were fkilfui in climbing up rocks, got poflef- duft of 
lion of the ftrongeft part of the citadel, that had been neglec- Semiramis. 
ted by the garrifon, which were now ftruck with fuch a pannic, 
that when the Afjyrians , by a fignal from her, made a general 
affault, they eafily became niafters of the place, in which they 
found an immenfe treafure. 

The bravery and fpirit of Semiramis , joined with her beauty 
fo charmed Ninus , that falling deeply in love with her, he fo 
threatned her hufband for fcrjjpJing to part with her, that die 
poor man killed himfelf, after which Ninus married her and ad- fje mar 
vanced her to the imperial dignity, Ninus after his return to r j es w* 
Nineveh had a fon by her whom he called Ninyas , and dying 
foon after in the fifty-fecond year of his reign, left his child His death, 
to the guardianfhip of Semiramis , whom he appointed regent 
of the empire. Atheneeus indeed relates that Semiramis never 
forgave Ninus for the death of herfirft hufband, and having fe- 
cured the chief men of the Hate by her benefa$:ions and pro- 
inifes, fhe prevailed upon the king to indulge her with the fove- 
reign authority for five days, and was no fooner invefted with 
the fupreme power, than Ihe ordered him to be imprifoned .and 
put to death. Thefe particulars are not mentioned, by Diodo¬ 
rus, who relates, that from her regard to Ninus, fhe raifed over 
his grave amount of earth of wonderful dimenfions, no lefs 
than nine ftades in height and ten in breadth, which remained 

a ftupehdous.monument many ages after the fubverfion of the 
city and empire, 

Semiramis for feveral years having had a great fhare in the ad- « . 

mi niftration, and having always acquitted herfelf to the public be ™ irams 
fatisfa&ian, there fe'ems -no need of her perfonating her fon, as ®“ qmes 
is pretended, for obtaining the government. Being of a high the £°" 
afpiring fpirit, Ihe was no fooner. feated on the throne than vernment * 
fhe refolved to excel all her predecefTors in glorious actions. 

To this .end fhe determined to ere& a city in the province of 
Babylon, making incredible preparation for the work, in which She builds 
fhe employed 2,000,000 of men, aiTembled from all parts of Bab,Ion. 
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• her empire. The river Euphrates ran through the middle of 

the city, which was furrounded with a wall of 3 60 ftades in 
circuit, of fuch thicknefs that fix chariots might drive abreaft 
thereon, in height no lefs than 300 yards, adorned with 230 
turrets in due and proper proportion,' the whole a folid body 
of brick cemented together with bitumen, a fpace of 200 feet 
being left between it and the houfes all round. 

That the work might be more fpeedily difpatched, fhe allot- 
• ted a fpot of a furlong to as many of her truftieft friends as 
the greatnefs of the furface required, afligning to each every 
thing that was necefiary for the undertaking, and the whole 
being finifhed within a year to her approbation, fhe then caufed 
a moll curious bridge to be built over the river 30 feet broad, 
and five furlongs in length, according to Diodorus , but accordr¬ 
ing to Strabo the Euphrates was but one furlong broad. On 
each fide of the river a wharf or key was raifed of the breadth 
of the walls, and 100 ftades in length, and at each end of the 
bridge fhe erected a magnificent palace, where fhe might occa*- 
fionally furvey and awe both parts of the city. The weftern 
palace was furrounded with a lofty wall of brick full fixty 
ftades in circuit, within which was a fecond, curioufly adorned 
with figures, wrought as it were from the very life. This mag¬ 
nificent wall was forty ftades in circumference, 300 bricks 
thick, fifty fathoms high, adorned with turrets feventy fathomd 
in height. Within this there was a third wall far furpafling the 
fecond in height and breadth, adorned with the figures of various 
kinds of animals, in the midft of which appeared Semiramis her- 
felf mounted on a fteed, and piercing a leopard with a dart ; 
and her hufband Ninus near, in clofe combat with a lion, whom 
he pierced with a lance. The palace on the other fide was 
. neither fo large nor magnificent. Thefe being compleated, fhe 
funk a vaft lake, each fide of which was 300 ftades in length, 
the whole lined with brick cemented with bitumen, and no 
lefs than thirty-five feet in depth. This lake was funk on pur- 
pofe to receive the waters of the Euphrates , which fhe diverted 
while fhe erected a covert paflage or vault acrofs the bottom of 
the river, whereby to have a communication between her two 
oppofite palaces. In the midft of the city fhe built a temple 
to Jupiter Belus of a furprizing height, and on its top were 
placed the ftatues of Jupiter, Juno, and Rhea, all of beaten 
gold. Thofe of Jupiter and Rhea weighed each 1000 talents, 
and that of Juno 800, before them was a table or altar of gold 
weighing 500 talents, and on this were feveral vales of the fame 
metal, weighing upwards of 3000 talents. 

And feye- Semiramis befid.es built feveral other cities on the banks of the 
ral other Tigris and the Euphrates, and fhe farther diftinguifhed her capi- 
gides. talbya moft extraordinary obelifk, hewn out of the-moun¬ 
tains of Armenia 125 feet high, five broad and five deep. This 
fhe removed to the river by many yokes of oxen and afles, and 
then mipping it on a float conveyed it to Babylon, and ere&ed 
\\ l! 1 a .remarkable part in the neighbourhood of the city. . . 

Semin 
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Semiramis having finilhed all thefe works, put herfelf at the Her pro 
head of a vaft army, and marching into- Media , encamped near greffes 
a mountain called Bagifian y where {he made a garden twelve through 
furlongs in compafs in an open champain country, well watered the em- 
by a great fountain. On one fide of the garden the mountain pire. 
rofe by fteep rocks 17 furlongs ; {he however afcended to the 
top pn jthe packs and loads carried by the beafts of burden that 
followed her, In another place of Media near the city Chaone , 

{he made another great garden upon the top of a very lofty 
rock, on which alfo fhe built {lately houfes of pleafure, which 
commanded a view of the garden,, and the army encamped up¬ 
on the plain. Here {he wafted much of her time, and gave 
herfelf up to wanton dalliances and amours; for jealous of her 
power and high command, {he would take no partner to her 
bed, but chole rather to admit the comelieft men of her army 
to her embraces, which were fatal to all that enjoyed them, 
for {he immediately after doomed them to death. 

Moving from this place {he advanced towards Ecbatana , and 
in her way levelled the mountain Zarcawn y which was many 


9 


Hades 



w ;—/ - — • — 1 — — * — v 

recipices. She built a magnificent palace at Ecbatana y 
more there than {he had anv where elfe done, ftranlv- 


_ c/ty 
toil and. expence. 


Media {he 


through perjia , and the reft of her JJiatic provinces, levelling 
both rocks and mountains before her, and on the contrary in 

hills to vary and adorn them. On 


{he 


railing 


and at other times towns and cities; and it was conftantly her 
cuftom to raife an eminence whereon to eredt her own pavi- 


Many 


fo {he 

the 

M 


army 


Works,. She afterwards palled thro’ all Egypt, 
the greateft part of Lybia, enquired at 
Hammon , how long {he had to five; and wa 
Ninyas made an attempt upon her life {lie 


'upiter 

when 

She 


Afu 


thiopia r , and having fettled things 
: the, rarities of the country, {he it 
alted at Baclria. 

{he refolved upon the conqueft 


ffioft-de- 

lightful country in the world. Having ordered an army of the . r 
choiceft of her youth to affemble within three years at Battra, *J! V£ 
compleatly armed with new armour, Ihc caufed Ihipwrights • * 
from Pha; nice, Syria, Cyprus , and other maritime parts, to 
make the frames of 2000 tranfport veffels, which were to be car¬ 
ried by camels to the banks of the Indus , as the countries adjacent 
to that river were deftitute of wood. She likewife caufed counter- 


re- 


to 


Her mock 


were Huffed out, and carried by a camel within, and guided each elephants 

l.. _::__^.1_1 !i- _ 1 .1 • n . ^ 


the 


terrify 

the 



r 


to 
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the Indians , who were poflefled with a notion that the elephant 
was no where bred but in their country. All things being pro¬ 


file marched from BaSira with an -army 


ed 


and 100,000 men mount 


cubits 


Sta- 


brobates king of India, having intelligence of the designed 


the 


Hav 


ing built 4000 boats of the canes or bamboos which grew in 


every 


the _ w . 

gether a far greater army than that of Setniratnis, he added to 
the number of his elephants, and apparelled them with 1 
thing that might make them dreadful to an enemy. He 
lent embafladors to Semiramis , reproaching her for offering to 
make war upon him, without the leaft provocation, and by a 
private letter upbraided her with her infamous life, vowing that 
if he conquered he would crucify her. To this fhe replied, 
the Indian ftiould prefently have a trial of her valour by her 


addons. 


obftinate engagement, fhe routed the 


the rii 
Indus. 


which was drawn up to oppofe her, and having funk 1000 of 
their veflels,. fhe reduced the cities and ifiands of the river, and 
5 made 100,000 captive?. Stabrobates then drawing off his 
5 army, to decoy Semiramis over the river, fhe thinking that he 
s fled, immediately by a broad bridge of boats paffed with her 
army, and leaving 60,000 men to guard the bridge, went in 
purfuit of the enemy. The Indian king being foon undeceived 
with regard to her mock-elephants by fome deferters from her 


publifhed the difcovery 


A genera] engage- 


Ts routed m£ : nt ^ oon a ^ ter en faing, Semiramis , who in the beginning 
„ : ^ u _. gained fome advantage, was in the end entirely defeatedj hav- 

two wounds from Stabrobates . Her troops flying 


flaughter 


dians 


miferably perifhed 


pufhed into the ri 
: river, fhe ordered 


When 


multitudes of them 
upon or prefled 


means many of the Indians , who had been eager in the pur- 
fuit were drowned. Semiramis having pafled the river, an ex- 


:arce a third part of the army fhe 
Arrian fhe died in this exnfidifu 


fhe 


by Strabos account file returned but with 20 men only. 

Soon after her return, being aflaulted by an eunuch thro* 
the treacherous contrivance of her fon, fhe concluded from 
thence that according to the anfwer of the oracle .the time for 
She is fuc- her leaving this world was near at hand. She therefore fup- 
ceeded by P re u e d all thoughts of revenge, and furrendering the govern- 

r J --’ -q her fubje&s to obey him as 


her fon 

Ninjas. 


their king, and was tranflated from 
oracle had foretold, in the 6zd year of her age and of her 

* X. f* \ % 1 ri 1 /• t* « « P I 


reign 


fabled fhe left the world in the form 


with a flock of that 


fettled 


her 
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]ber palace, and hence they fay the Ajjyrians . Were addicted to 
^he worfhip of a dpVe. According to Ju/ltn and feme other 
authors {he was 'killed by her foil Ninyas, when folliciting him 

to inceftuous embraces. ' " ; 

Ninya$ ? aOcprdihg to Diodorus, Athenaus P JuJlin, and’others, Hisfloth, 
had none of the princely qualities of his* father or mother, but 
Jjeing of a flothful ina&ive: difpofition, fequeftered himfelf from 
{he eyes of his fubjedts, arid locked himfelf up in his palace, 
where he converted only with his eunuchs and concubines', 
and gave himfelf up to vicious and fordid pieafures. Suidas 
however reprefents him as a warrior, and fays that after having 
{lain the tyrant Caucasus of the tribe of Japhet , he was ebrife- 
crated into the planet Mars. Eveh according to Diodorus, he 
was not fo fupiriely negligent as totally to negledt his intereff 
jand fecurity, He had an army which continued upon duty 
at Nineveh, and was annually relieved by another raifed from 
all the provinces of the empire, fie committed the govern- and po- . 
jnent of the provinces to perfons of tried fidelity, and having licy. 
thus, as he thought, fecured hiirifelf from infults and rebellions, 
he wallowed in lafeivioufnefs within the walls of his palace, 

• * i JL . ^ 

being, on account of his retirement, refpected by his fubjects _ 
as fo.methjng more than mortal, As his parents had left: him 


no foreign enemy to contend with, except in Arabia or India , 
both which couritries were looked upon as impregnable, it 
may be doubted whether his retirement was not owing to policy, 
pr a haughty difpofition, tho’ the other is the more prevailing 
opinion. 

His fucceffors in the great empire of AJJyria for upwards of No ac- 
thirty generations followed his example, and even outdid him count of 
jin indolence. Nothing is recorded of any of them, except- his fuccef- 
ing Xeutamus and Sardanapalus. Xeutamus the 20th from fors for 
Ninyas, is faid to have fent 10,000 Ethiopians , and as many thirty ge- 
jfrorii the province of Sufiana, with 200 chariots, under the nerations, 
command of Memnon, the fon of Eython, governor of Perjia, 
to theaffiftance of his vaflal Priam king of Troy, when befieged 
by the Greeks . The Ethiopians however contend that Memnon 
Was their couritryman, aria Homer making not the Jeaff m.en- ’ ' 

tion of fuch a mighty people as the Ajjyrians are fupppfed to 
be at this period, renders the fact exceeding doubtful, indeed 
this vaft cnafm of near 1200 years to the deftrubSionof the em¬ 
pire, in a manner almoft wholly overturns the credibility of the 
foregoing, exaggerated accounts. Such a long continuance of 
tame fubmifixon among 10 many different nations to a degene¬ 
rate ftate, and weak effeminate princes is not to be paralleled. 

Sardanapalus, the laft of the AJJyrian monarchs, exceeded all Sardaha- 
his predeceffors in floth and luxury.’ He funk into iuch a depth w«/s 

of depravity, that as far as he could he changed his very fex and cha: after, 
nature. He cloathed himfelf as a woman, and fpiin amidft 
the companies of his concubines. He painted his face, decked 
himfelf put with all mariner of allurements, and was morelafci- 

yious than the nioft wanton harlot. Quite regardlefs of fex 

- and 



li 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

and the dictates of nature, he buried himfelf in the filth of ait 
unbounded fenfuality, which at length rendered him odious 
and contemptible to his fubje&s, particularly to Arbaces gover¬ 
nor of Media , and Belefis governor of Babylon. Belefis , like 
many other Chaldeans , being alfo a great aftrologer, allured 
Arbaces that he fhoul d dethrone Sardanapalus^ and become lord 
of all his dominions, and he in return promifed Belefis the chief 
'place over Babylon , if his prediction fhould prove true. Thefe 
two chief confpirators having infufed a fpirit of difcontent into 
the other governors of the provinces then at Nineveh , difclofed 
their defign to the king of Arabia , and both of them prompted 
thofe under their government to revolt. When the year of duty 

pjt* was expired, the Perfians, Medes y and Babylonians^ with great 
Medes,i>a- num b ers G f Arabians proceeded to Nineveh y under pretence of 

bpomansy j- erv j n g j n their turn, but affembling in a camp near the city, 

and Ftr- tQ t k e num her of 400,000 men, they openly declared againft 

J tar f re “ the emperor. Sardanapalus apprifed of the revolt, refolved to 
v °it. -fl-jfle i t j n i ts infancy, and affembling the troops of thofe pro¬ 
vinces that continued faithful to him, attacked and defeated the 
rebels in two fuccellive battles, and obliged them to fly to fome 
mountains in the neighbourhood of Nineveh , where they began 
to think of difperfing. Belefis however ftill affuring them of 
fuccefs, they ventured a third battle in which they were again 
defeated, and Arbaces conliderably wounded. This laft defeat 
quite difheartned them; but Belefis , who had continued all the 
night after in deepconfult with the ftars, affured them of great 
fuccoursj if they would but keep together five days. Accord¬ 
ingly by the appointed time news arrived that a great body of 
They are BaSirians approached to the affiftance of the king. Arbaces 
joined by however being fo fuccefsful as to perfuade them to efpoufe his 

1 caufe, and join his forces, foon after furprized the king’s army 
in their camp, and drove them into the city with great flaughter. 
Submenus the king’s brother-in-law then took the command of 
the royal army, but was twice defeated by the rebels, and in 
the laft battle he himfelf was killed and almoft all his army cut 
off. Sardanapalus being now befieged in his capital, the revolt 
among the provinces became almoft univerfal. He however 
was fully convinced that the defigns of the rebels would be 
fruftrated, putting his confidence in a prophecy. That Nineveh 
could never betaken till the river became her enemy. The methods 
of attacking walls with engines being not then invented, the 
confederates fat before the city two years without any vifible 
effect, as the befieged had taken care to be well ftored with what 
was neceffary to enable them to hold out a long time. In the 
third year the Tigris by a violent inundation having thrown 
Sardana- down twenty ftades of the city wall, Sardanapalus was con¬ 
vinced that the prophecy was fulfilled, and having no farther 
room for hope, lie ordered a vaft pile of wood to be raifed in 


the B 


uC- 


trians . 


palus 
burns 

himfelf to his palace, and heaping upon it all his gold and filver, and in- 

clofing his eunuchs and concubines in it, he fet fire to it, and 
fp deftroyed himfelf and the reft. The rebels were no fooner 

In¬ 


death. 
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informed of this than they entered the city by the breach, and Nineveh 
made themfelves matters of the place. The inhabitants were taken by 
treated with great humanity, but the city itfelf was totally laid the rebels, 
in ruins. And thus ended the AJfyrian empire, fubverted by 
the Medes and Babylonians , after it had, according to Cteftas, 
fubfifted no lefs than 1400 years (b). 

The Assyrian Hijlory, according to fcripture and the hejl 

authorities . 


The firft king of AJfyria mentioned in fcripture, from the p u j t }, e 
time that land was planted by AJhur, is Pul or Phul, which, fi r ft kino- 
with the termination, comes very near the Belus of the Greeks 0 f jjr y f ia 
and Latins, and by fome is fuppofed to have been afterwards w £ 0 
the AJfyrian god of that name. That he was the firft founder ma kes 
of the AJfyrian monarchy Sir Ifaac Newton thinks evident, from con auefts 
the following arguments, Jonah and Amos, who prophefied be- on 
fore the reign of Pul never mention the AJfyrians. Jonah men- £^ e t ]j e 
tions only the king of Nineveh, which city fome time before Euphrates 
had fhaken off the Egyptian yoke, and was governed by a prince b. Ch. * 
of its own; but his territories were of no great extent, as is 7?0> 
plain from his prophecy, ch. iii. 6 , 7. Amos , who prophe- ‘ 
lied about 20 years before Pul began his conquefts, foretold 
that God would raife up a nation that fhould humble Ifrael, 
but what nation he names not. In the prophefies of lfaiah, 

Ezekiel, HofeaMicah , Nahum , Zephaniah , and Z echariah, 
which were written after the AJfyrian monarchy was grown 
powerful, that people are openly named upon all occafions. 

Befides, fcripture informs us, that till Pul made his appear¬ 
ance on this fide the Euphrates, not only Syria and Egypt, but 
many other neighbouring nations were governed by their own 
kings. • 

Pul, we are informed, in the reign of Menahem king of If- 
rael, came with a powerful army againft his kingdom, but 
abftained from committing any hoftilities, upon receiving 1000 
talents of filver. Hereupon he feems to have taken the king¬ 
dom of Ifrael under his protection, and returned out. of the 



(b) The vigorous oppofition 
that Sardanapalus at firft made 
againft the rebels feems not con¬ 
fident with the former accounts 
of his fioth and degeneracy. His 
memory has perhaps been vvorfe 
treated, becaufe the empire hap¬ 
pened to be diflblved during his 
reign. At Hie rap-Us in Syria , he 
was deified, and fome lay that 
he furvived the fall of the empire, 
and died in a good cld age. 


Athenaus has given a moft exag¬ 
gerated account of his unfortu¬ 
nate end. According to him his 
treafures amounted to a thoufand 
myriads of talents of gold, and 
to ten times as many talents of 
filver, about 1400 millions fieri, 
which without reckoning any 
thing elfe is a fum that exceeds all 
probability. See Ath n . diepno - 
fo[ h, QUitarch. apud eund. 

♦ 
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Irnd, 
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land. Though we have no farther account of his reign, tir'd 
may however venture fo infer, that he either conquered or re¬ 
ceived voluntary homage from Syria, and the other nations in 
his march, as he did now 1 from Ifrael , and that he became the 
founder of a very great empire. This Pul is fuppofed to be 
the king of Nineveh who repented with all his people at the 
preaching of Jonah. 

Tiglath TiglathPilezer fucceeded him, and is fuppofed, upon good 
Pilezer , grounds, to have been his fon. This prince, probably at the 
B. Ch. Invitation of Ahaz king of Judah, fell upon the kingdom of 

747 * Ifrael , and took Ijon , with feveral other cities, and having re¬ 

duced all Galilee and the land of Naphtali, carried many of the 
inhabitants captive to Affyria. This expedient, was rightly 
calculated for deterring the remaining inhabitants from revolt¬ 
ing, as they would be thereby confiderably weakened, and on 
the other hand might contribute to the increafe of his power, 

. by peopling fome tradt more immediately under his dominion. 
A few years after, Akaz$ who was ffill infefted by the kings of 
Syria and Ifrael, fending him a large fum of money, and offer¬ 
ing to become his tributary if he would appear in his defence,; 
he affembled a powerful army, and marching into Syria reduced 
that kingdom, took Damafcus, and tranfplanted its inhabitants 
to Kir, a place, according to Jofepbus, in the upper Media * 
and flaying Rezin, the Syrian king, put an end to that mo¬ 
narchy. 

Salmana - After reigning twenty years he was fucceeded by Saltnanafar , 
far, B. Ch. by Tobit called Enemaffar, and fuppofed to be the Shalman or 
728. Salman of Hcfea. He obliged Ilofea king of Ifrael to become 

his tributary, who fome years after, notwithftanding the weak- 
nefs and diftrailion ofhis kingdom, refolving tofhake offthe 
rian yoke, propofed an alliance with £0 king of Egypt, upon which 
Salmanafar invaded his kingdom with a numerous army. The 
Affyrians after ravaging the kingdom befieged Samaria, and three 
years after made themfelves mafters of the place, when Ilofea 
and all his fubjedts were carried into captivity, Arrangers being 
fent from Babylon, Cujhah, Ava, Hamath, and Sepkarvaim to culti¬ 
vate the country of th ejews. Thus Syria and Ifrael we find were 
now added to the Afjyrian monarchy. Salmanafar afterwards in¬ 
vaded Phenice, but a peace being concluded between him and the 
Phenicians, he quitted their country and returned home with 
his army. Not long after Si don, Acc, and Palatyrus, with feve¬ 
ral other cities, revolting from the Tyrians, and fubmitting to 
him, he was encouraged thereby to attempt the reduction of 
Tyre itfelf, but without fuccefs. 

Sennarhe- After reigning fifteen years he was fucceeded by Sennacheribi 
r?£,B,Ch. w ho finding that Hezehiah king of- Judah failed in the pay- 
712. ment of the tribute, which both he and his predecefl’or had 

paid to the Affyrians, marched againft him with a powerful 
army, and reduced a great many of his fortified towns. Heze- 
kiah however acknowledging his fault, and promifing to pay 
a yearly tribute of 300 talents of filver, and 30 of gold, he 

8 ceafed 
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ities for Tome tjme. Neverthelefs foon after 

gainft Jerufalem under the command 


Tartan Rabfaris and Rabjhakeh , which laftin a haughty_ 

blafphemous fpeech, ordered HezekiaE to fubmit to his mafter, 
adding, that as the gods of Hamath and of Arphad , the god; 
of Scpharvaim , Henah , and Ivah 


which 


AJfyrian power, fo neither would the God of Ifrael 


Ifaac Neivton 


proof that the 


AJfyrians had but very lately begun to extend their empire. 


w Tirhakah _ o __ _ 

had marched out againft him, directed his march for 



off in one night by a deftroying 
with difgrace to Nineveh , where 


men 


rufalerh , 
-ing cut 
covered 


d tyrannical 

Hebrews in 


nions, many of whom he unmercifully put to death *, in re¬ 
venge for his great downfal, which he may have attributed to 
them. In Ihort, he behaved in fuch a manner that he was 
grown odious in the eyes of his own foils, two of whom Adra- 


irfhiping in the tern- 
he land of Armenia. 


from 


Herodotus 


1 % 


pie of his go & Nifroch^ and flying ini 
his third foil Efarhaddon reigned in his 
exprefs mention of Sennacherib , and 

Egyptian priefts, gives us fome kind of a difguifed account of 
the miraculous deftrudtion of his army. He applies the ftory 
to the city of Pelufum , and fays that Sethon the Egyptian king 
by his piety obtained afliftance from Vulcan , who lent into the 
AJfyrian camp a great number of rats, which in one night eat 
all the fhield ftraps, quivers ana bowftrings, fo that the enemy 
next day were obliged to raife the fiege and be gone. Senna¬ 
cherib according to him was hing of the Arabians and AJfyrians , 

and Iyah above-mentioned is* reckoned by fome a province of 
Arabia Deferta. 

Efarhaddon , called alfo AJfaradin, Sarchedon , Sargon , and bv jtv r , 

E-2.ro. A(\mbbftr rnsir K(» foiA ti nw ft '__ r JoThiXa^ 


Afnapper 
Ajjyrian en 
blifhed by Tiglath Pil 


by Pul , and enlarged and elhr- 


Under 


to decay, 


either by his imprudence or ill fortune, or a mixture of both. 
In the end of his reign the Medes revolted f, and/ were never 
after reduced to the AJfyrian yoke, though Efarhaddon , in the 
courfe of his reign, fee ms to have been both a valorous and 
fortunate prince, as well as ambitious of fupporting and en- 
larging the empire. He has the epithets of great and noble 
given him by £zra, which argues him to have been a prince 
of excellency and worth diftinguilhed among his cotemporaries. 
He was to all appearance of a mild difpofition, and particularly 
kind to the Jews , who had been fo cruelly abufed by his father. 



* Tobit, ch. i. 18. f Tob. ibid 
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About the twenty 


the kingdom 


♦ « 

reign an interregnum 


portunity and united that neighbouring ftate to his dominion *. 
Having fully fettled his authority in Babylon , he began about 
five years after to fet his thoughts on the recovery of what had 
been loft to the empire of the AJfyrians in Syria and Pale/Hne^ 
on the deftru&ion of his father’s army in Judea . Having there - 
fore aflembled a powerful army, he marched againft the Syrians± 
the remnant of Ifrael, and the kingdom of Judah. Having 
quite expunged Ifrael and Syria from the lift of nations, by 
tranfplanting the few remaining inhabitants, and in their ftead 
introducing a fupply of foreigners, he proceeded to the reduc¬ 
tion of the kingdom of Judah to its former ftate of depen- 
dance, and taking ManaJJeh their king prifoner, bound him in 
chains, and fent him captive to Babylon . He is now fuppofe'd 


quered that country; 
of Egypt by the Ajfyri 
pened m the reign of Sennacherib. 


Egypt 


Ifaiah 


mafter of all Egypt 


Pfammi 


independency of his kingdom, but even endeavoured to expel 
the AJJyrians from Palejline in his neighbourhood, which occa- 
fioned a long war between the two nations, Pfammiticbus being 
engaged no lefs than 29 years in the fiege of Azotus or AJhdod. 
In the third year of this war Efarbaddcn died, after he had 


and 


4® 


Saofduchi - He was _ fucceeded by his fon Saofduchinus 


667. 


Judith is called Nebuchodonofor. The Medes 


ter his acceffion to the throne, having, under their king Phraor - 
+ oe r " r Arphaxad **— J - r 1 • « • 




Nebuchodonof 


not only lummomng the whole force of his extenuve empire, 
but inviting other nations of the eaft to his affiftance. Tho’ 
moft of the nations he fummoned received his embafladors with 
contempt, yet he took the field in the 1 zth year of his reign, 
with what forces he could ailernble^ and engaging PhvQoytBs in 
the great plain of Ragau , totally defeated his army, and pur- 
filing him to the adjacent mountains, took him and put him to 
death. Making the beft advantage of this victory, he reduced 
many of the cities of Media , ftormedthe famous capital Ecba- 

^3 and levelled it with the ground. Upon his return to 
Nineveh he feafted and revelled with thofe who had attended 
mm in this expedition for the fpace of 120 days. After this 

time of feaftmg was over, he called his officers, nobles, and 
chief counfellors together, to take an account of what tributary 
countries and provinces had refufed to fend auxiliaries in the 
war, and finding that none of the weftern countries had naid 



* Canon. Ptol. 


any 
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any regard to his commands, he made a decree that Halo femes, 
the chief captain of his army, fhould go forth ito execute the 
wrath of his lord upon them for their difobedience. This ge¬ 
neral accordingly the following year marched weftward with an 
army of 120,000 foot, and 12,000 horfe, where he ravaged and de¬ 
ftroyed feveral nations with great cruelty, till at length coming in¬ 
to Judea , and laying fiege to Bethulia, he was there deftroyed, and 
all his army cut in pieces, as is fully related in the book o f Judith. 

Saofduchinus was fucceeded by Chynalydan or Sarac. In his chynaly- 
reign the Medes under Cyaxares the fon of Phraortes , a young j an% 
and warlike prince, not only recovered what the AJfyrians had 
lately taken from them, but utterly defeated them in a pitched 
battle, and obliged them to fhelter themfel ves in Nineveh , which 
they befieged. But they were foon obliged by the irruption of 
the Scythians to abandon the enterprize, and employ their arms 
in the defence of their own country. Sarac in the mean time 
having rendered himfelf contemptible to his fubje&s, by his 
effeminacy, and the little care he took of his dominions, Nabo- 
palajjar , a Babylonian , and commander of the troops in Chal¬ 
dea, revolted from him, and feized on the kingdom of Babylon 
for himfelf. Having foon after ftrengthened himfelf by an al¬ 
liance with Cyaxares the Median , they marched in conjunction 
with a powerful army again# Nineveh , which they at length 
made themfelves matters of and utterly deftroyed, Chynalydan He burns 
in defpair having fet fire to his palace, and confumed him- his palace 
felf with all his treafures in the flames *. In this definition and him- 
of Nineveh were fulfilled the prophefies of Jonah, Nahum , and felf, B. Ch. 
Zephaniah againft thafij impious city. 626. 


CHAP. II. 

» I 

The History Babylonians'. 


SECT, I. , 

♦ 1 

A description of the country , and an account of the relig, 

laws, &c. of tfye inhabitants. 


ujloms . 


T N the moft antient times, and even fo late as the captivity The 
1 of the Jews, this country was known by the name of Shi- names« 
mar f. As for'the name of Babylon it is univerfally fuppofed this co 
to have been borrowed from that of the tower of Babel, and try* 
the name of Chaldtea from the Cbaldeeans or Chef dim . Chaldaa 
is ufed by the facred writers for the whole country, and Baby¬ 
lon or Babylonia generally fpeaking by the profahe. By Baby- 


covntry 


30 and 35 


city of Babylon , and by Chaldeea , that 
rd to the Perjian gulf. It lies between 


bounded 





* Herod. 1 .1. c. 106. Polyhift. ap. Syncel, p. a 10. & ap. Eufeb. 


in Chron. 

VoL. II 


f Daniel i. 2. 
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cording toPtoletny, on the north ty JI£efopotamiq, on the.egft 
By the Ijgrh, ,tfie weft by Arabia pejerta, and on the fputh 

In the province 


by the Per ft an ' g ulf, apd part of Arabia 



follpwing 


Babylon , 


, . A calle 

the metropolis, Vologefa or Volpgefocertq , built on the Euph 
by Vologejis king of the Partbiqns , in the time of Vefpajian j 
Barftta , probably S j trabo > s Borfippa , famous in his time for a 
woollen manufacture; Idiceara on the Euphrates j Cochp 

Tigris y Sura 

Ptolemv vAaces the following cities. Spunda 


an 


iflafid 


In the 


vmce-, - ... 

Batracharta , Shalaiba , Altha, and Tefidon , all pn the Tigr 


In 


the inland country he mentions fevpral, all now unknown 


part of the provinces fubjeft to the Babylonian empire : but as 
we have already described feme of thole countries* and {hall 


fpeak of the others in their proper places, \ye .have confined 
ourfelves here to Babylonia and Chaldeea , properly fo called. 


This country enjoys an air very temperate and wholefome 


for the moft part, though extremely noxious at fome feafons of 


the year. The heats are fo extraordinary 


were ufed to fljeep in tubs and 


ftill continued. At fome feafons the country 


dangerous peftilential wind, whiph inft 


feldom 


every living creature 


fometimes there 


months in the year 


Rains fall here very 


two years and a half together 


their purpofe. To 


enough 


labour and 


make ufe of 


rous on the banks of th< 
navigation of that river * 


and the induftry 


foil being 


couritpyfor fertility 


fpot on the face of the earth. Herodotus compared it to Ervt>t 

/ • c .‘tv: • v •/* • i , • 1 • o J.T 


for its fertility, owi'hg to artificial waterin 


between the Tigris an.d Euph 


Nile. The fouthernmoft parts 


Delta of that country. 


endlefs ifiandjS, fome formed by nature and fome 


and is befides almofl: under the 


* ^ ^ I i ^ B • 

dotus thought that what he cpuld fay 


Hero 


would appeiu incredible to fitch as had not 



its 


himfelf. 


witnefles of jte fertility*' He adds, that for the plenty of 


ns it was reckoned to .be a third part of Afu 


is, of thp Perftan empire j and that 


common 


fiat 


Weil watered, and for the moft part low 


abounded with willows, and 



* Plat. Sympof.1. 3 . Rauwolf. trtw. Purch, Pilgr. v. u 


the 


* 



t . 


> *• 


br f a6 


t 


% 




the valley oFwillows, a sPrideaux would interpret the text of 
Ifaiahi ch. xv. 7 * The palm dlfo here flourifhed naturally,; 
and chiefly that of the date kind; which afforded them food,' 


wine, and honey *, though the vine, the olive,' and the fig-^ 
tree were what this country could not boaft of. For grain it 

« « t %. « ' « 1 ^ ^ Jr a 


exceeded every other land; the millet and the fefame fhot u{> 
here to the fize of trees, and the leaves of the barley arid wheat 
were ufually four good fingers broad. The fefame afforded 
them oil inftead of the olive, and, the palm wine inftead of the 


e. This fertility was 




grape, x ms rernnty was proDamy in a great meafure owin 
to tne inundations of the river Tigris and Euphrates) whic 
happened annually in the riionths of June, July) and Auguft, 
bv thp melting of the fnow on the. mountains of Armenian 
efe inundations however frequently ^proving very detrimen¬ 
tal, the inhabitants guarded againft them by numbers of art!* 
ficial rivers and canals, by which the waters were diftributed, 
the country in general benefited, and an eafy communication 
effe&ed between different placest Some of thofe canals had rpV - 
the appearance of rivefs, and were fo large as to be navigable: - . ^ 
The river Chebar , mentioned. by Ezekiel , is fiippofed to have ftc ! a ca “ 
been one of them. In the Greek verfions it iS called Chobarj nals * 
Which moft interpreters fuppofe to have been borrowed frbrii 
Gobaris or Gobryas , the name of the governor, who, Pliny fayS, 
was appointed to overlook the work f, and’ probably the lame 


Gabryas, who afterwards revolted from the Babylonians to Cyrus: 

The river Euphrates, from which many channels were cut ixi rp^ e g u _ 
the plain of Babylon * has its fource in the mountains of Arme- 

• * 1 ■ a ^ n • 1 r \ /1 • a A • . , i* 11’ • 1% . 


nia, and after waffling the eaftern fldrts of Syria, and dividing 
Arabia from Mefopotamia , it proceeds foutheaftward, and mix¬ 
ing with its fellow-traveller the Tigris, falls at length into the 
Perftan gulf.. This great river is flow for the molt part in its 
courfe, and not well adapted throughout for navigation, Tome 
parts of it being ffioal, and fome rocky. Some think it might 
eafily be made navigable, even for great barks quite to the Ti¬ 
gris, only by clearing the channel of the ftones with which it 
is choaked up in fome places. Tho’ it is not, as we have, ob- 
ferved, rapid in its courfe, its water neverthelefs is fo' conti¬ 
nually foul, that there is no drinking it till it has fettled for a 
time, or been patted thro* a cloth or ftrainer, arid then it'is 
lighter and preferable to any other iri thofe parts', whence the 
river is known to the neighbouring people, by a'name which 
fignifies the Water of defir e. The antient way of'riavigating 

this river has fomething very fingular and extraordinary in it: 
The veflets they ufed were round, without diftin&ion ofhead 
orftern, and no better than great'wicker bafkets, coated over 
with hides, and guided along with two oars or paddleS. Thefe. 
veflels were of different fizes, and fome of them capable of 
canning a burden of merchandize to the weight of jooq talents,’ 
1 aving, according to their fize, a number ofaffes on board'. When 



* Herod. 1. i. 


f Plin. 1 . 6. c. 26. 
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they 
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they had thus fallen down the, river to Babylon , and unloaded therr 
cargo, they fold the veflel; tut kept the hides and loading their 
afles with them, returned home by land, the veffejs, by their 
aukward make, being unable to proceed againft the moft gentle 


Babylo¬ 

nians. 


current, 
tied itfel 
us. that 


the Euphri 


itothe feaby a mouth of its own; and Bum 
mouth was formerly diftant from that of the Ti t 


twenty 



£ 


to others 


the Arabs Schat-al-Arab , that is, the river of the Arabs. This 
country is particularly remarkable for having inclofed within 
its limits, according to the moft rational opinion, great part 
of Paradife. 

« /• n t * « r 1 . 1 • s* • 


7 


to the empire it attained. 


Ity, till the AJJ'yrians paved the' way 


Nimrod 


rofe to any height of power, nothing feems more natural than 
to conclude, that it fuddenly fell down to a level with its neigh¬ 
bours, and even below fome of them, particularly the famous 
and antient kingdom of Elam or Perfect , whofe king, lb early 
as the days of Abraham, was attended in his wars by the king 

of Shinaar , as his tributary. The fcripture makes no men¬ 
tion of any king of Babylon from this king of Shinaar , till the 
days of Merodach Baladan, who was cotemporary with Heze- 
kiab. By the fevejal hiftories of the nations already fpoken of 


allowed to be 


am tnat no Babylonian prince awed any 
after Merodach Baladan. So that tho’ 


it appears not to have attained 
number of ages after its firft I 
Chaldeeans however laid claim 
unwilling to be behind hand 
nation.' They pretended to h 


LlJv 

the imperial dignity 
bundation. The Bt 


extravagant antiquity, 
gyptians or any other 
ed the tranfa&ions of 


firft began to 
no refutation. 


according to fome, or 473,000 years 
mine, down to Alexander , from the 


1 


The government of this nation appears, from the d 
:nerally given to Nimrod, to have been in its very 


vernment.' t y rann i ca i anddefpotic. But after him it certainly fell to a 

level with, the petty kingdoms of thofe parts, till the AJJyrians, 
in procefs of time, laid the foundation whereon it afterwards 


exalted itfelf as queen of the eaji. Its government, doubtlefs, 
like that of AJfyrta, was haughty and defpotic,. the whole cen¬ 
tering in the perfon of the king, and all decrees ifluing frpm 
his mouth. To render the fubmiffion of their fubjeds more 
abfolute and refpe&ful, their kings affe&ed even deity and di¬ 
vine worlhip, and kept themfelves retired from the view of their 

fub- 
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fibjefts, as too glorious to be beheld by vulgar, eyes. Thefe 
proud potentates however adminiftered their government by 
officers of feveral forts civil arid military. We find them divi¬ 
ded into three claffes^ and fuppofed to be chofen from among 
the graved: and moft nobleperfonages in all the empire *. The 
firft had the charge of virgins, and of their difpofal in mar¬ 
riage, and were to judge in matters of adultery, and the like. 

The fecond took cognizance of thefts, and the third of aH other 
crimes. The fubordinate powers under this mighty Emperor 
were divided into princes, governors, captains, judges, trea- 
furers and counfellors; fo that it was plain, nothing was want- 
ting to keep peace and good order in the empire, and that the 
civil and military cecohomy was under fevere regulations. 

This great king of kings had a houfhold equal to the fubli- 
mity of his ftation. His chief officers feem to have been the 
captain of his guard, the prince of his eunuchs, and the prime 
minifter, in the nature of the Turkijh vizier. The firft of 
thefe had the execution of the arbitrary and fanguinary com¬ 
mands ; the fecond had charge of the education and fubfiftence 
of the youth of the palace ; and the latter fat in the king’s 
gate, as it was called, to hear complaints, and to pafs judg¬ 
ments. Befides thefe, there feems to have been a matter of the 
magicians always at hand, to fatisfy the' king upon any thing 
he might-want to know with regard to'futurity and prognofti- 
cation. All thofe who ferved him were remarkable for beauty 
of perfon and excellence of parts, and his wives and concu¬ 
bines, which were doubtlefs the moft beautiful of their fex, 
feem to have been very numerous f. 

Notwithftanding the affedted ftate and reclufenefs of thefe 
monarchs, they fometimes, we find, condefcended to ban¬ 
quet and revel with their lords and chief men of their domi¬ 
nions, of whom we read that iodo were at one tiirie entertained 

by Beljhaxzar, ; -• 

Though the laws of this empire, as we obferved, muft have Laws 
been vague and uncertain; yet there was one which feeiris to 
have been irrevocably fixed, being calculated to jncreafe the 
number of the inhabitants, and to oblige all, efpecially the 
poorer fort of people, to marry, left they Ihould choofe rather 
to live Angle than be burthened with a wife and family. By 
this law no man had it in his power to beftow his own daugh¬ 
ters in marriage; but they were at the difpofal of the kina or 
his officers %. x 

As the laws were vague and changeable, the puniftiments Puniffi- 
feem alfo to have been unfixed, arbitrary, and rigorous in pro- ments. 
portion to the tyrant’s prefent rage and fury; fuch as behead¬ 
ing, cutting to pieces, turning the criminals houfe into a dung¬ 
hill, and burning in a fiery furnace, ^ 
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Among the Babylonians the Chaldees^ properly fo called, were 
pot only their priefts, hut alfo their learned men, fo that their 
religion and boafted learning are fo blended together as to he 
hardly feparable into diftiruft heads. Thefe Chaldeans were per¬ 
haps more diftinguifhed from the people than the clergy are 
from the laity with us; and were as piuch revered ip their 
country as the Egyptian priefts were in theirs, and are faid to 
have enjoyed the lame privileges*. They were wholly de¬ 
voted to the bufinefs of their luperftitious religion, and pre¬ 
tended to infpiration, and to the gift of predi&ion, by the 
rules of augury, the flight of birds, and the infpe&ion of vie-, 
tims. They explained d reams and all the extraordinary pheno¬ 
mena of nature,* as portending good or evil to men or nations j 
and were thought, by their inchantments and invocations, to 
hffeft mankind, either with happ.inefs or mifery. Though 
they were early addi&ed to celeftial obfervations, yet inftead 
of being thereby led into juft notions of the omnipotence of 
the creator and mover of the heavenly bodies, they abfurdly 
fell into the impious error of efteeming thofo bodies as Gods, 
and the immediate governors, of the World, in fubordination 
however to the Deity who was inviftble, but by his works and 
the effects of his power. Perfuaded pf this they began to build 
temples to the ftars, to facrifice to them, to praife them, and 
fo bow dpwni hefore them, that through their means they might 
qbtain the Favour and good will of God, efteeming them as media¬ 
tors between God and them; for it is obfervetj, that the neceffity 
of a mediatory office between God and man* was a notion 
that generally obtained among mankind from the very begin¬ 
ning f. 

Thefe Chaldees pretending to divine inlpiration, at length 
impudently gave out that God ordered this ftar, or that, or all 
pf them, to be worshiped in this or that manner, and repre- 
fented under this or that form. The people upon thefe decla¬ 
rations began to furnifh the facella or temples with images, and 
to ere£t the fame under trees and upon the tops of hills or 
mountains, and. from thenceforward affembled themfelves to¬ 
gether, to reverence and wor(hip them j and their, priefts, fen- 
nble of the fweets of the trade, loon after invented forms of 
duty to be obferved by the credulous and deluded multitude; 
fo that, in a few ages, the name of Qod became obliterated 
among them, and the moft ftupid idolatry poflefled the place of 
frue religion J. ' ' ‘ ‘ - 

Such was the firft rife and progrefs of idolatry, and fuch 
were the original Sabian do£hfnes, which taking root firft 
among the Chaldeans , were afterwards propagated among all 
the eaftern nations. The Sabians in their tranfition from 
planet-worlhip to image-worihip, did no f t pretend to pay ado- 
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ration to uninformed wood, ftone, or metal ; but alleged^ that" 
the virtues of the planet were infufed into the image that was 
m6ant to represent it. This they pretended to effect, by forms 
of confecration, and by various incantations, whereby to draw 
down from the ftars their feveral intelligences into their refpec- 
tive idols* Hence proceeded all the foolifh fuperftition of te¬ 
le fim ortalifmans, and upon thefe pretended principles of com* 
municative operation, ail the branches of magic and forcery 
muff have had their foundation* This was the ftate of the old 
Babylonian religion, till they came to deify mortal men as well 
as tne celeftial bodies. In this the Syrians, whofe empire was 
confeffedly older than either the Ajfyrian or Babylonian , feeri* 
to have given them the precedent, by deifying their great kings 
Benhadad II. and HazaeL . According to .this we are told 
That by the vain glory of men , idols entered into the World —That 
in procefs of time an ungodly cujftom grown Jlrong was kept as a law y , 

and graven images were worjhiped by the commandment of kings, . or 
tyrants, as it is in the margin. That whom men could not honour in 
prefence, hecaufe they dwelt far off, they took the counterfeit of his 
vijagefrom far, and made an exprefs image of a. king, whoni they 
honoured, to the end that by their forwardnefs they might flaitet 
him that was abfent as if he was prefent. Two other reafons are 
affigned for this pra&ice by the fame author, firff, the grief of, 
a parent for his child untimely friatched away; and, fecondly, 
the ikill of the workman,- who, ambitious to flatter fome great 
man, might have exerted all his power to reprefent him be¬ 
yond what he truly was, and fo by thobeauty of his work, have 

captivated and deluded the unwary hiultitude. 

Ninus is fuppofed to be the firft who fet up images to be wor- 
fhiped, and particularly one to his father Belus -f. Whether 
this was the Ninus of Ctefias, or Tiglath Pilefer the Ton of Pul, 
by foirie fuppofed to be Belus, we think cannot be determined. 

This Belus had a temple ere&ed to him in the city of Babylon, ^ tem 
or rather the magnificent tower formerly fpoken of, was, in ple of - 
after-ages, converted into an idol temple. The building, as ^elut 
we obterved before, confifted of eight towers raifed upon one 
another, and in the uppermoft was a bed* magnificently fet 
forth, and a golden table near it, but no image, nor Was any 
mortal; permitted to remain there by night, except only a wo¬ 
man chofen by the god put of the whole nation, the Ghah 
deans affirming, though not credited by Herodotus, that the god 
, came by night and repofed in the bed. It would feem that they 
confidered him as the. fupreme God, who either cduld not be re¬ 
presented, or would punifh their, prefumptjon if they attempted 

to reprefent him. In the lower part of the temple was a chapel, 
in which was a gigantic image of. Jupiter Belus, all of gold, 
fitting on a throne, arid a table before him, both of the Tame 
metal, the whole weighing 800 talents. Another golderi ftatuc 


* Wifd. of Sol. c. xiv; f Ambr. in Epift ad Rom* 
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ttarelve ’ cubits high, that flood in this temple, was carried off 
Xerxes , the Perjian emperor. As there were two gods in 


They flood 
mucn larger 


and tower, there belonged to it alio two 

ut, a fmall one^ ; of gold, and another of a 
Upon the golden altar none but lucking vic¬ 


tims might belacrmced, ana on tne great one none tnat were 
not full grown. On this laft alfo the Chaldeans confumed an¬ 
nually the weight of 1000 talents in incenfe, when they cele¬ 
brated the feftival of the god. Such was the god Belus among 
the Babylonians, and fuch his temple, and the rank he held in it. 
The Babylonians , it would feem, by Bel or Baal, underftood 
either the fun, according to the old Sabian religion of the Chal¬ 
dees, or their founder Pul ; bujt whether or no they transformed 
their deceafed monarch into the fun, or whether they kept the 
worfhip of their 


mined 


with 


Venus 
worfhip- 
ed by 
them un¬ 
der the 
name of 
Mylitta 



The deity next in order to Belus feems to have been the Venus 
f later days in the weft j and that fhe was no other thdn the 
oddefs A/larte of the Phoenicians , may be gathered from what 
ollows. Succoth Benoth is mentioned as an idol of the Babylo¬ 


nians 


King 


This was rather the fhrine 


for the import of the words are, the tabernacles of Benoth 


the tabemac 



Thefe 


and Sue- lefs refer to the infamous cuftom of 


coth Be- 

9 

noth . 


by Herodotus , namely, that all their women were obliged once 
in their life, to fit down openly in the temple of Venus , b y 
them filled Mylitta , to make a facnfice of their modefty and 
virtue. For the conveniency of thofe who were npt near any 
of her temples, the priefts, it feems, carried about fmall taber¬ 
nacles, confulting atjthe fame time the devotion of the people. 


intereft. F rom 


>ra<ftice the learne 


thinks he may well conclude the Ajfyrian Benoth to have been 
no other than Venus, nay he derives the latter name from the 
former, by changing the B into V, and T into S. fuch a trari- 

inftances. 

uidas, who 


fition being proved to be common by very 
This opinion is in fbme degree countenanced 
feems to call the Afjyrian goddefs Binos. In Ap 
was a town called Sicca Venerea, where wom< 
to purchafe their marriage-money, by the prof 
bodies *. 
and the rit 



The Venus honoured here appears, both by the name 


Various 

names of 

* 

the fame 


This 


noth, from whom the whole tribe of great g 
e derived, is called the Celejlial Venus, ana 
firft of all worfhiped by the A(fyrians + 


oddeftes 

to 
was 


goddefs. ofbothfexes, and is underftood to have been both Mars and 

Venus, and. accordingly fhe was worfhiped by her votaries, 
fometimes in the attire of men. fometimes in fhar ftf wnmpn 
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the men and women mutually changing drefles with each other* 

As Mofes 'in one of his precepts * is.fuppofed to allude to this 
worlhip, it is hence concluded to be very antient. A Greek 
author calls her ’ the moon, and fiys, that both men and wo-* 
men facriftced to her in the habits of the oppofitje fex + s and 
that the Urania or celeftial Venus of the Ajjyrians , was the 
moon, cannot be doubted by the rank Ihe holds next to Bel or 
the fun. She appears alfo to have been the fame with the Sy¬ 
rian goddefs, who was called Juno, and whofe .ftatue was fo 
contrived as to partake of Minerva, Venus , Luna, Rhea, Diana, 

Nemejis, and the deftinies, as if Ihe included them all, and that 
Ihe did has been fufficiently proved by great men. The Phoeni¬ 
cian Aft arte, we find, was alfo the queen of heaven, the moon, 

Lucifer , Juno, Venus, Minerva , and lo, and. married to an 
AJjyrian. She was the goddefs of pleafure and god of war, and 
accordingly add relied to under both fexes. It would therefore 
be needlefs to allege the monftrous effeminacies of the men at 
Aphac, or the mercenary;proftitution of the women at Byblus , 
to prove that the one of thefe goddefles is a faithful copy of the 
other. The fame, may alfo be faid of Atergatis or Derceto of 
Afcolon. She is indeed fuppofed diftimft from the great Venus , 
and is faid to have incurred her difpleafure, and in confequence 
of that to have been turned into a fiih \ but fiihes we find were 
worfhipedat Hierapolis, and, according to Strabo , Atergatis 
was alfo worshiped there. Mocrobius is alfo of the fame opinion, 
and ftiles her the mother of the gods, Aflarte, or the HierapO- 
litan or AJjyrian goddefs j fo that we fee the fame goddefs tranf- 
ported from the banks of the Euphrates , into which fhe is laid 
nrft to have plunged herfelf to elcape the fury of the inexorable 
Typhon %, and but juft varied fo far as to leave room for each 
particular country to brag of her origin. 

Salambo , as Ihe is called, was alfo a goddefs of the Ajjyrians Salambo , 
or Babylonians , and appears to have been Ajlarte , as file is faid one of 
to have been eternally roaming up and down, and mourning their 
her loft Adonis §. deities, 

Shach, Saca , or Shejhach , is reckoned another god or goddefs of an( j 

die Babylonians , and fuppofed to have been the earth, the fame Shejbacb. 
the Romans afterwards worlhiped under the name of Tellus J ? 
and Ops || ; and if fo, fhe was partly the fame with Mylitta, 
or the Syrian goddefs, whoni We - have already feen under the 
title of Rhea,znd the mother of the gods.' 

Nebo or Nabo, was alfo an AJjyrian or Babylonian deity, and Nebo. 
as the names of feveral of the Affyrian and Babylonian Wags, 
were partly compounded of his name, he may therefore he 
reckoned to have once been in high account with them, and to 

hive been one of their moft antient gods. He is thought to 

* 

V % 

> ^ • 

* Deuteron. xxii. 5. f Ap. Macrob. 1 . iii. f Manil. Ailron. iv. 
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have bOeri the Chemojh 


Baal Peor of the Moabites. Bv 

• A * « I / 


Racb. 


the prdphet If at ah ^ c. xlvi. he is ioined with Bel 
fupnofed to have been the fun* 

Other ffods the Babylonians 


AJJyrians had, namely. Rack 


who is generally thought 

Uega and Nego and Netigal , if they were not one and the fame, and Mero 


Bengali 


daCi 


and Mero- tions, whofe hiftories 


In a Word, we may call in the gods of the feveral na- 


dacb. 


lift of the Babylonian idols j for they are confefledly fprung from 
the city of Babylon . Hence it is that Maifnontdes , in fpeaking 

death of Thamntuz , who died a martyr to the Sabian.xt - 
, relates,- that all the idols of the world flew to the great 
temple of the fun at Babylon , and there mourned the death of 
Thatnmuz. The Babylonians alfo worfhiped the ferpent or 
afp; and agreed with the Egyptians in very many 



Their 


-o 7 —r-;— j - 

goat and to the onion +. 
We have a general vi 


worfhip they paid to fifties 


temples, priefts, in the epiftle of Jeremiah. Their 




idols 


idols, and of filver, and of Wood, and carried about in proceflion, fur* 


priefts 


rounded 


multitudes worfhiping them. They were 


of inccnfe. Their 
fioned bv the nutt 


rple, and were black with the fmoke 

:e and duft, occa- 
The Driefts made 


fometimes free with the gold and filver prefented to their gods, 
and either kept it for themfelves, or beftowed it upon lewd prof- 
tifutes, who were accounted facred. Whatever was offered 


facrifice to their 


and cloathed their wives and children 


Human 


with the garments that had been given to adorn their id 
The Babylonians having given rife to all the idolatries and 
perftitions in vogue among the neighbouring nations, are p 
ticularlv charged with the horrible cuftom of fa< 


ippeafe 


This 


vidims. which appears to have been propagated from th & Babyl 


the other nations, grew at length fo (hocking 
nature, that it feems in the later days to" 
to a’particular fe& or tribe. For the Seph 


confined 


way 


fire to Adrammelech and Anammelech 


Babyl 


Moloch 



That 
would be paft all 



fliould we agree with the moft learned geographers, that their 
city was that of Sipparg in Ptolei 


Theirre - feemTto\av e 

markable 
tuftoms. 




marriage 


their method of difpofmg of their young 


every diftrnft they 



anmially 



^ • * 


. * Willet upon Daniel, i. i6. + Alex, ab Alex. § 2 Kings, 


MU 31 , 
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all the virgins of marriageable age ori a certain day 1 , arid fold 
them one by one in the midft of a croud of men.- The moft 
beautiful were firft put up and delivered to the hiigheft bidder. 

The money that was raifed by this fale was appropriated as for-“ 
tunes to the ugly and lame, who were then offered to fuch as 
would take the lcaft money with them. The poorer fort, whd 
valued money more than beauty, were as eager in underbidding 
as the wealthy men had before been in overbidding each other. 

By this management their young women were all difpofed of 
in marriage; but the poorer fort before they Were allowed to 
carry off the women they had bargained for, were obliged to 
ive fecurity to cohabit with them as their wives *. This law, 
efore the days of Herodotus , was totally abolished; but he re-i 
lates that in his time the Babylonians thought themfelves pol¬ 
luted even by the ufe of matrimony, and therefore refufed to 
touch arty thing next morning, till they had purified themfelves 
by wafhing andperfuming their bodies. 

Every Babylonian woman once in her life-time was bound td 
proftitute herfelf to a Arrange man at the temple of Venus. 

They were crowned with knots and garlands, and placed in verfkllv 
long tanks to be viewed by the men. When any man declared pro fti t \, te 
Jiis choice by throwing money into the woman’s lap, and fay- th era f e | ves 
jng, I implore the goddefs Mylitta for thee, fhe was not at li- tQ y enus% 
berty to refufe the money, which was accounted facred, or 
reject the fuitor, but was obliged directly to retire, with him. 

Having thus fulfilled the law, and performed fome Ceremonies 
jn honour of the goddefs, fhe returned home, and nothing " 
could tempt her to grant the fame favour again to her new 
lover. Women of rank (for none were difpenfed with) might 
be conveyed to the appointed place in a covered vehicle, and 
keep in it while their fervants waited their return at fome dis¬ 
tance. We have this cuftom with fome additional circum*- 
ffances in Baruch f. The women alfo, fays he, with cords about 
them fitting in the highways burn bran for perfume’, but if anp 
of them drawn by fome that pajfeth by lie with him , 
her fellotv that fhe was not thought as Worthy as 


wo- 

% 

men uni* 


cord broken. 


the reproacheth 
herfelf nor her 


For five days every year they celebrated a feftival called Sace'a 
or Sacca, during which the fervants commanded their imafters. 

They ufed no phyficians, but brought out their fick into the™. 
moft frequented places, that every one might fee them and offer p p 

their advice if they had any knowledge of the cafe, either from, r ° 

their own experience or from the experience of others, nor ^ 
was it lawful for arty that paffed by to omit this office. They e 1 * 
embalmed the dead in honey, and their funeral lamentations are 

like thofe of the Egyptians. 

They were exceffively credulous and fuperftitious, and ds rpj^ 
lewd and debauched as a nation could be; Their credulity C | )ara( c ier< 


* Herod. 1 . iV Spabo, 1 . 16. f Earuch, vi. 


muft 


it 
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muft appear from the high veneration they had. for their ChaU 
desans\ priefts, or jugglers, land their fuperttition from what 

« * • l % • ft t * fTil i* • « 


we have faid of their religion 


They were fo prone to ido- 


> pr 
Neb 


latry,thatwe even find an inftance of their great Nebuchadnazzar 
falling down before Daniel to worfhip him, ch. ii. 46. De¬ 
bauchery reigned among them without controul, their princes, 
on whom it was incumbent to reftrain it, living in the height 


of riot, as we may gather from the b'anquet Beljhazzar was 
giving, when he faw the fatal infcription on the wall. Befides 
the example of their princes, their religion as inculcated by 
their priefts, and the filthy rites of their different gods, toge¬ 
ther with the reverence paid to proftitutes, rendered them the 
moft fenfual and abandoned race that can be imagined. Parents 
and hufbands did not fcruple to expofe for money their wives 
and children to the embraces of their guefts. Drun- 


Their 

habit. 


kards they are particularly faid to have been, and their 
women were admitted to their debaucheries, where they gra¬ 
dually laid afide all reftraints of modefty. 

They feem to have affe&ed pride and effeminacy in their 
drefs. Their under-garment was a linen veft down to their 
heels, over which they had another of woolen, and over all a 


white mantle or cloak. 


They wore their own hair j their 


Learning 
of the 


heads^ were adorned with a tiara or mitre, and their bodies 
anointed all over with oil of Sefame. Each of them wore a 
fealringon the finger, and in their hand a ftaff curioufly wrought, 
on the top of which was placed either an eagle, a rofe, a Inly, 
or an apple, orfome other thing, for to wear a ftick without 
fuch an ornament was accounted indecent *. 

The Babylonians, particularly the Chaldees, were famed for 
learning. Thefe Chaldees pretended alfo to fuperriatural know- 


of the learning. Thefe Chaldees pretended alfo to fupernatural know- 
ChaUees. ledge, and are faid to have inhabited a region peculiar to them- 

felves next to the Perfian gulf. Thev were divided into feveral 

% A f • ** % 


They were divided into feveral 


fe&s, as the Orcheni , the Borjipenni , and known by other names 
of diftin&ion, borrowed either from particular places, where 
different doctrines on the fame point were held, or from particular 
perfons who had doctrines peculiar to themfelves. They acquired 
not their learning after the manner of the Greeks, but by.tra¬ 
dition from father to fon j and being exempt from all offices, 
their only bufinefs was to apply themfelves to the inftru£ion 
‘ they received. Fully fatisfied of what they received from their 

anceftors, they never departed from what they imbibed, fothat 
they made little or no progrefs even in the learning they parti- 
. cularly profefled. They taught that the world was eternal, 
Their that it never had a begiiming, and never fhould have an end. 
dofbine However, they owned a divine providence, and aflerted that the 
about the motions of the Heavens were performed by the guidance and 
world. direction of fuperior agents or gods. They are univerfally faid 

to have been the firft that cultivated aftronomy, and they pre- 


* Qunt. Curt. 1 . 5. Herod, Strab. ut fupr 


tended. 


1 
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tended hot only to have difcovered the exadt motions of the - 
heavenly bodies, but alfo certain influences they Kaye over 
things below *. On this account they called the planets Inter¬ 
preters, arid had particularly a high opinion of the influence 
of Saturn , next of the fun, then, of Mars , Venus , Mercury , 

Jupiter ■, which were all the placets they reckoned. Under 
thefe fix planets they ranged 30 ftars, which they called cotin¬ 
felling gods* Half of thefe took notice of what was done un¬ 
der the earth, and the other half Of what was done by men, 
or tranfadted in the heavens. They reported that the chiefs of 
thefe counfelling gods were twelve in number, and affigned to 
each'a month of the year, and a whole fign of the Zodiac . 

Aftronomy they only cultivated as a fcience fecondary to aftro- 
logy, and accordingly their notions of it were very confined 
and imperfedt. They held the earth to be like a veflel or boat, 
and hollow within. They had ho notion of the immenfe dif- 
tance of fome of the planets from the fiin, and accounted for 
the time they took up in their revolutions purely by the flow- 
hefs of their motion. They thought the moon fhone with a 
light not her own, and that when eclipfed Ihe was immerged in 
the fhadow of the earth; but for eclipfes of the fun they were 
quite at a lofs, nor could they fix the time when they would 
happen f. Daniel, fpeaking of thefe wife men, divides them 
into four clafles, namely magicians, aftrologers, fbrcerers, and 
Chaldaaris , adding afterwards to them filch as divined by lpts, 
or fuch as foretold events by the infpe&ion of intrails. 

As the Chaldees were peculiarly the men of learning in this 
nation, fo the Babylonians , properly fb called, applied them- A r” t u # 
felves to the arts, though perhaps we fhall have more reafbn to ?y . 
call thefe the men of learning among them than the former, b y lotuantm 
who were wholly addi&ed to the fidereal confultations, and the 
propagation of extravagancies, which appear to have made up 
the fyftem of their philofophy. In this cafe the Babylonians , 
as diftinguifhed from the Chaldee tins, muft have been good ma¬ 
thematicians and mechanics, as appears by the immenfe build¬ 
ings they reared, which could not be effected without great 
(kill in the feveral branches of mathematics and geometry. 

This may be affirmed in general; but to fay how far they ex¬ 
celled in perfpe&ive ancT juftnefs of.proportion may, not be 
quite fo eafy a talk. That their ornaments and decorations fell 
rnortof what was afterwards feen m Greece czn. never be* doubt¬ 
ed ; and hence we may conclude the fame of their paintings and 
ftatues. To what perfe&ion they carried their mufic is uncer¬ 
tain, but from Daniel we learn, that they had a variety of in- 
ftruments, fuch as flutes, cornets, harps, fackbuts, pfalteries, 
dulcimers, and all kinds of mufic. We are quite ‘unacquainted Their 
with their poetry, but mull leave the reader to form a judgment i anpuafre 
of it by that of the other eaftern nations their neighbours, both 1 ® ® c ’ 




Strab. Geograph. Died. Sic. 1 . 2. f Diod. ut fupra. 


antient 
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9ji 4 modern. Their language, which was sailed‘the 

was only a different dialed* of the Syriac, and the fame 


common 


The 


lonians, properly fo calledj were famous for their manufactures, 
particularly for their rich embroideries, fumptuous veftments,’ 
magnificent carpets, and fine linen; infortiuch that we read 
of Cato that he immediately fold a Babylonian cloak or mantle, 
which was left to him by inheritance, as being what he was 
alhamed to wear; *, and elfewhere that.at Rome there had been 
. Babylonian hangings for a dining room 6458 


pounds fix Shillings and eight pence f. 
to quote authors for farther inftapces 


It 


which 


this magnificence 


i 


Particular This people was not only divided into two great trihes, the 
tribes. Babylonians and Chaldeans properly fo called, but into other 

fubordinate fetfs, three of which are faid. to have fed upon 
nothing but filh. As thefe tribes lived in the fens where no 
corn grew, it was probably pecefiity that forced them to de¬ 
part from the praaice of their countrymen. Their filh they 

dried in the fun* and having pounded them in a mortar, baked 

them in the manner of bread. The inhabitants of Borfippa* 

we are told, ufed to fait the bats, which in their neighbour¬ 
hood were 


Their 

trade. 


for food 1 


iUch larger than in other places, and to. ufe 


I he trade of this antient people muft have been very confi- 
derable, efpecially when Babylon was in the meridian of 


the 


glpry 


r ^ — 

and 


Euphrates and Tigris 

wefternand northern 



fituated as it were in the very midjft of 
means of the two great rivers* the 
ad very eafy communication with the 
hortnern parts, as^alfo with the eaftern by means 
Berfian gulf. As it- was not only the feat of a potent 
monarchy, but alio afforded many productions and manufactures 
of its own to exchange with its neighbours, and lay within 
reach of them all, it is not to be doubted but that trade 


very extenfive. It ma 
(hipping of their 



ajfo, that they had 
confiderable as navigators 


hnce their city is ftiled by the prophet a city of waters , and St, 
John gives us a large account of their extenfive commerce. 


SECT, 


II 


The Hiftory of tie Babylonian kings* 

W E are here to confider the Babylonians in two very differ 

Views : hnr. ARrnmnnfinn* 4 Itvioll _ t 


. , views ; firft, ascompofing a fmall, though, perhap 

midable kingdom immediately after the deluge: and, ie 


th 3 - an4 wld J e i G re n adin g empire, founded by 
the AJJyrtans their brethren, and at laft riling noon their 


upon 


ruips 



X 


* Plut. in Vit. Cat. Plin . Hift. Nat. I 8 


t Arbuthnot of Goins .• 
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The later period, geeprding to Ptolemfs canon, which moft 
agreeable tp fcriptme, continued about 209 year?, %q\igh 4 
fuceefc <?f 18 prince? and twq interreign?, beginning with 
' T ’ ajjar* from whom the fcmQfis aera has taken jtg name* 


This ?era takes date from the ftrft day of the Egyptian month 


I* 


A 



year I 



who had appeared 


weft fide 



uphratps > 

empire was 

prophet tfq' . . ^ . . 

HU the AKynm founded it9 for them that dwell in the pdlder* 

net's ; they fet Up the towers thereof they raifed up the palaces there y 
, Ch. xxiii, Nabonajfar the firft king is even fuppofed to 
ive been a fon or grandfon of Pul, and to have begun hf? reign 
Babylon the fame year that Tiglath-Pilefer afcended the throne 
Nineveh, Pul, at his death, having made a partition of his 



jnonarchy betwixt them. 


^ « r 

* * .• 

the hiftory of this people, as conftitut- The hi£ 


vainly give 
to Eufebius 

% v I f U \ «*- « » 


1 > > monarchy, we fhall take_ 

firft eftabjfthment as a kingdom, which is firft king- 

exifted before the deluge. .According dom of 
Nimrod, the founder or this kingdom, the Baby * 


reigned only fix years, and was fticceeded by fix pi 
reigns comprehended a- period of 218 years. T 


whofe Ionian:, 


Arabian dynafty for 216 years, which was fucceeded by the 
AJfyrian, beginning with Belus and ending with Sardanapalus, 
m the reign of Amaziah king of Judah. Others again fuppofe 
that Nimrod founded the kingdom of Babylon in the very year 
of the difnerfion, and after reigning, 148 years, died about tn* 


years before the birth of Abraham , which appear? much more 

probable than the foregoing account, confidering the longevity 
of people in thofe early ages. WJ10 was the fucceffor of Nim- 


to the, firft kingdom of Babylon 
912 before th(e chriftiar if ' 

Amraphel, who warred 


authentic 


abopt the 
by a king 


thence there is no genuine account of this nation for The fe 


near 1200 years 


, I ajC —^ ^ — ^ ^ * NfabonaJJar. Thpre 

the greateft probability to conclude with Sir Ifaac Newton, th 

this prince was the fon of Pul, and brother of TiglathrPilefe _ 

lgdom we find fubfifted for feveral years in the neigh 1 by Ionian 

d of tfie AJJyrian empire, then in its full glory. The a brand 

. _ — _ _ ■ ..■•t A AY* • 1 « M W V 


ambitions and warlike AJJyrian monarchs, 
nothing lefs than the fovereignty of all the" eaft, 

""‘ u all tfie nations aroipid them, and impofed their yoke upon monarchy. 

We do not however read, till the reie-n of Rfarh addon 


M 

war Affy 


them. 


# ’ .w » # ^^ f' V(f cittCfjy 

fifth king, that they committed any hoftilities againft their 
hours the Babylonians. This harmony that fubfifted be- 


--i- 7 

fame family 


that 


* 


at 


1 






I 




Kahonaf- 
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Nad us. 

Jug# us. 
'Maidic- 

Empadus. 


•ir hi anus. 


Belt bus. 

Aprona• 

dius • 

Regibelus. 

i*ordacus. 
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Jjjarad¬ 
din. 
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cbeus. 

Chynaly - 
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at Babylon, acknowledging a kind of fuperiority in, and fub- 
je&ionto the elder at Nineveh. If there had not been the 
ftridteft union between thefe two kingdoms, is it to be imagined 
that the kings of AJJyria would have croffed the Euphrates to 
make war at a great diftance from their dominions, when they 
had fo powerful an enemy as the king of Babylon behind them, 
who might in their abfence have invaded their country while 
it was grained of the choiceft of its foldiery. 

NabonaJJar was fucceeded by Nadius , who reigned two years, 
• and Nadtus by Chinzinus and Porus , who reigned five. 

Jugaus reigned next, of whom there is nothing recorded, 
nor can we offer at one conje&ure concerning him, except 
that he, as wall as thofe he immediately fucceeded, and thiofe 
that came after him down to AJfaraddtn , did nothing worthy 
of notice. ' 

Ma/doc-Empadus the next king is certainly the Merodach - 
Baladan of fcripture, the fame that fent an embafly to Heze- 
kiah king of Judah . The times of the former in the canon, 
and of the later in fcripture agree exactly, and it muft have 
been in the feventh or eighth year of his reign that he fent to 
Hezekiah. In fcripture he, is alfo called Berodach,Baladan the 
Ion of Baladan ; fo that Jugaus above, who feems to have been 
his father, might perhaps be more properly called Baladan , 
He is the firft Babylonian king we find in fcripture who had any 
intercourfe with the kings at Jerufalem. The chief purpoft 
of his embaffy to Hezekiah is generally fuppofed to have been 
to enquire about the fun’s retrogreffion; though perhaps tht 
great ambition of Sennacherib might begin to alarm him, and 
made him think of forming alliances for his fafety. Merodad 
Baladan , after reigning twelve years, was fucceeded by 

Arkianus , concerning whom all we know is, that he reignec 
butjfive years, and that after him there was an interreign b 
two years. 

Belibus fucceeded to this interreign; but by what means a 
by what right we know not. After a reign of three years hi 
was fucceeded by Apronadius , who reigned fix years. , Thi 
throne was next filled by Regibelus , who, after reigning om 
year, gave place to Meffejfimordacus. Four years after an inter 
reign enfued, that iaffed eight years. The elder branch a 
Nineveh might perhaps have afliimed over the younger at Baby 
Ion , and have appointed kings and governors as they pleafed. 

The eight years of this interreign being expired, Ajfaraddin 
the Efarhaddoh of fcripture, and king of Affyria , pofiefled him 
felf of the kingdom of Babylon , whether by art or violence i 
uncertain. He reigned at Babylon thirteen years, and was fuc 
ceeded by Saofducheus or Saofduchinus , who was alfo king botl 
of Nineveh ana Babylon, and reigned twenty years. We hav 
already fpoken of them both as kings of AJJyria. Chynalyda, 
or Sarac, fucceeded Saofducheus in both kingdoms, and reigne 

twenty-two years. • 

♦ 
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The next king of Bvtybn is Nabopplafary but'Whether he Ndfo 
fiiccee4ed Jh/? ; death‘of Cbyhdlydan is wi?6ei$ainr ■ By hi$ la fat.. 

name he appears to have been m Myrian> and to hive d 


n 






compounded .ffcm Neko-pul-aJJi 

been governor of Babylon for^ feyeral years, and encouraged by 
the weak and effeminate reign of Ghyrmlydan ,> entered into op 
alliance again#: him with Cyaxares the Meek* who was then 
suTwar with the AJjyriam '*» The confequence of this alliance 
was the deftrn&ibn of Nineveh, and the ruin of the Afjyriah 
empire. This prince is called by contraction Nabulaffifr, and 
alfo Nebuckadqnofor and Nebuchadnezzar ,_ whence his fon is 
called Nebuchadnezzar II. though fome think that this 1 aft_ W^s 
an appellation common to the Babylonifb 
lonians and Medff having diffolved the Adrian empire 
fo formidable that the 
boars. Nechg king < 

growing greatnefs, matched with a great army 
Euphrates to make war upon them . The 1 o 
having made himfelf mailer of Carchcmifh on the Euptfr 




y raifed .the jealoufy of all-their neigh 
r Egypt therefore, to nut a ftop to their 


A 





voTt from the JBqbylt 
As the king 


Syria' and Phenice was encouraged 

'• . r 

4 

* 

advanced in years, he took his foil Na&ocolaf- 



ey.. 

the Egyptians at Garchemifh, and taking the city, put the gar 5 - nezzar, 

the (word, afterthey had been in poffemofl of the place 

Having recovered : Gdreh J emiJh^ NebVchdd^ 
nezzar marched into ^udea, took yerufalem, tl^ed the temple, 
and rondo Jejhoiakm prifoner, but upon his fubhiiffion anl jpi;^ 
inife of paying a yearly tribute, he reihllated hini on the thrSne, 


^ - / • r 

about three years 



his death , lie hailed 


Pale/ 

Nabopalafar in the mean time 


of twenty-one years, upon the hrft 



at 



♦ % 





Having rhns extended thn bounds of his empire y 
now in fcde podeffip 0 of the throne, he appii#d"himfelf to'eri*^ 
large and adorn the feat of-his empire. Whil#-he wasthus 
hufied^hs.was in an extraordinary manner affected by dreani's?. 
One efpeqiaiiy, which he had in the fecond y^ar" aftef 


death 

though he had entirely forgot 


uneafinefs 

His 


is 


declaringithat it was impoflible for them tp; tell him his dream* 
he ordered them all to be put to death j but PXariiel preVaiti/ik 




► 

* Alex. Polyhill, ap Syncel. Eufeb. Chron. f Herod. 1 . 2. 
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with the captain of the guard to fufpend the execution of the 
order, and/applying himfelf with his three companions in 


God^ 

Being then introduced to the king, 


— —... —. — -**£>***- » iuwa, 

after : inftilling into him 


terprets 
hi.' dream 


monarch 


fly of God, 

Daniel in* to ^ him his dream, but gave him fuch a fatisfa&ory interpret 

amazed at what he 

heard, could not forbear falling on his face, and worfhiping 
Daniel , acknowledging his God the God of gods, and Lord 
of kings. Not fatisfied with thefe extraordinary demonftrations 
of efteem, he made him rich prefents, invefted him with the 
government of the whole province of Babylon , and appointed 


A few years after Jehoiakim king of "Judah revolting, Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar fent an army of.feveral nations againfl: him, who 
furprizing him without the walls of Jerufalem , flew him, and 
left his body unburied, purfuant to Jeremiah's prediction. 
Jehoiakin his f<?n immediately aflumed the government; but 
Nebuchadnezzar a few months after arriving in perfon before 
Jerufalem , caufed him, his mother, and his whole court, who 
He takes came out to him in a moft fubmiflive manner, to be arrefted 
Jehoiakin and carried captive to Babylon . The king having made him- 


king of 

Judah 

prifoner. 


mafter of the city, ranfacked 
time,' together with the temple, palace, and treafury, and 
carried off with him an immente booty, and fuch numbers of 
captives of all ranks and conditions, that fcarcely fufficient 


hands were left to cultivate the land. 


Mat 


Ulai, eafhvard of 


jamah, whom he called Zedekiah , tributary king in JerufaL 
he returned to Babylon , and probably foon after made a ct_. 
quefl: of Elam , which appears to have been a great and potent 
kingdom and was lituated on the river ‘ " ' • - 

T/gvV, being the fame with the Suftana of 

Zedekiab king of Jerufalem in the mean time, contrary to 
the remonftrances and prophefies of Jeremiah, entering into 

h Pharaoh Hophra , or Apries^ king of Egypt-, 


Nebuchadnezzar 


Judea , to punifh 


he Ammonites 
Egypt againfl: 


On 


a doubt tor tome time which of thefe. two people he fhould firft 
fall upon, whereon he committed the decifion of the matter 
to his diviners, who confuting, by the entrails of their facri- 
nces, their teraphim and their arrows, determined for the car¬ 
rying of the war againft the Jews f. This way of divining 
by arrows was alfo ufed by the - - 

Arabs till Mohammedifm prevailed, 
purpofe, we are told, were withou 


The 


t 


and feathers, and 



* • 

* Jerem. xlix. 33. + Ezek. xxi 

+ Potter’s Antiq. or Greece, V. 1 . p.334. 


Jerom 


were 
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Were kept in the temple of fome idol f. Nebuchadnezzar now 
entering Judea, in a few days became mafter of all the cities 
of that kingdom, except Lachijh , Azekah , and Jerufalcm. 
While he was employed jn the fiege of Jerusalem, fat Egyptians 
advanced with an army 1 to the relief of the city, which obliged 
himtoraife the fiege, and march againft them. They how¬ 
ever not venturing to face his troops, but returning, he dame 


35 


♦ 

length 


He 


took by itorm, and vented his rage on the king, an d de- 
tne innaDirants, and thd buildings in the manner we have a I- ft roys % 
ready defcribed. Having thus put an end to the Ifraelitijh king- 
dom, he again returned to Jhis metropolis, adding great ftrength g q * 
and glory to it by the immenfe booty he brought with him, c g 7 
and a numerous acceffion of new inhabitants. * 

With the gold he amaffed in this expedition it is thou 
ere&ed the golden ColoJJus, to the Honour of his god BeL in im , 
the plain of Dura , in the province of Babylon. It was fixty r i^ n " 
cubits in height, and fix cubits in breadth; and all of gold! 

Having aflembled all the great men of the kingdom to cele- n i ain n f 
brate the dedication of it, he commanded them and all his f> 

fuhipAc nrpfpnf fn WOrfllip :_t . UHTU* 



thrown into a. burning 
that the three Hebrew y 


Mejhach 
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miraculoufly preferved 


com 


Nebuchadnezzar 


Shadrach, Mejhach , and Abedneg 


aftonifliing 


God 


fhould 


fhould 


How Daniel 
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acculed on this occalion is furprizingj it being impoffible to fup- 
pofe that he fell down and worfhiped the image j either there¬ 
fore he was abfent, or if prefent muff have been too ereat a 

mo~ 4 .^ U *’ *_ r 1 ? .1 1 rs , . _ • O _ 


man to be accufed. 


twenty-firft 


t 


Ne 


Ty 

empty 


P;|jns> molt of the inhabitants having retired with their belt 

effects, before he entered it, to a neighbouring idand. During 

this long fiege he compleatly reduced by detached parties, the 
hi damans, Moabites* * —v*. —j . r 


- J - - —- —tU UiW 

t f Jeremiah and Ezekiel J, and' fent Nebu~ 

zaradan with a. party into Judea, to revenge the death of 

( redaliah , which he did by carrying off 745 perfons into canti- 
vity, the poor remains of that unhappy people ||. 

Nebuchadnezzar marched ftrait into Egypt, which was pro- 
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niikd him as a reward for the toil he and his army had under¬ 
tone before Tyre. He accordingly made a conqueft of that 
< ountry, as we have related in the biltory of the Egyptians, 
and brought from thence an immenfe booty, and an incredibly 
number of captives. Probably at this time he alto conquered 
the Ethiopian!, Lybiam, and the other nations mentioned by 

theprophet *. . 

lie adorns This prince, whom we have leen a warrior beyond all the 

and en- Babylonian monarchs who went before him, having happily 
larges Fa- finished all his wars, put the laft hand to the building, or rather 
Ml* to the erabellifhing of Babylon , which under him attained that 

fplendor which raifed it above all the cities of the eaft. To 
dwell particularly on the varieties in the authors that have fpoken 
of this city, would be both endlefs and fruitless. We fcall there¬ 
fore chiefly adhere to the accurate deferiptiop given us by the 
learned Pridcaux . Semiramis is faid by foqae f, and Belus by 
others, to have firft founded this cityji but by whomfoevef 
it was founded, it was Nebuchadnezzar that made it one of the 
wonders of the world. The mod famous works in and about 
it, were the walls cf the city, the temple of Belus 9 Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar's palace, the hanging gardens, the banks of th? river, 
the artificial lake and canals. 

The city was furrounded with walls, In thickneft Sj feet, 
^ , in height 35c feet, and in compafs 480 furlongs, or 60 of our 

-..kn td. mi j es# Thus Herodotus , who was himfelf at Babylon^ and is 

the anticutcft author that hath wrote of this matter. Thefe 
walls formed an exact fquare, each fide of which was fifteen 
miles in length, and all built of large bricks cemented together 
with bitumen, a glutinous (lime which ifliies out of the earth 
in that country, and in a fliort time grows harder than t^e very 
brick and llone which it cements. The city was encompaffea 
without the walls with a vaft ditch, filled with water, ana lined 
with bricks on both fidcs 5 and as the earth that was dug out 
cf it ferved to make the bricks, we may judge of the largenefi 
of the ditch from the height and thicknefs of the walls. In 
the whole compafs of the wall there were too gates, that is, 
twenty-five on each of the (ides, all made of foJid brafs. Be¬ 
tween every two of thefe gates, at proper diftances, were three 
towers, and four more at the four corners of the great fquare, 
befides three betwixt each of thefe comers, and the next gate 
on cither fide, and each of thefe towers was ten feet higher 
than the wall. But this is to be underftood only of thofe - part? 
of the walls where towers were needful for defence; for lemo 
parts of them being upon a morafs, and inacceffible by an ene¬ 
my, there the labour and coft was fpared, fo that the whole 
number of the towers amounted only to 250. From each of the 
*5 gates in the fides of this fquare went a ftrait ftreet to the 
correfponding gate in the oppofite wall, fo that the grand flreen 


* Ee-k. 4. f Herod. Clef. Juflin. f Curt. 

were 
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were ^0 In number, and 150 feet broad, each 15 miles long, 
25 of them croffing the other 25 exa&ly at right angles. There 
was alfo four grand ftreets round the city next to the walls, 
zoo feet broad, having houfes oh one fide, and the walls on the 
other. By the ihterfe&ion of the 50 ftreets the city was divi¬ 
ded into 676 fquares, £ach two miles and a quarter in ,com- 
pafs. Round tnefe fauares on every fide towards the ftreets 
flood the houfes, all of three of four ftories in height, and 
beautified with all manner of ornaments, and the fpace within 
each of thefe Iquares was all void, and taken up by yards and 
gaglens, and the like, either for pleafure or convenience. A 
branch of the Euphrates divided the city into two, running 
through the midft of it from north to fouth, over which in the 
very middle of the city was a bridge a furlong in length, and 
jo feet broad. At each end of this bridge.was a magnificent 
palace, the old palace on the eaft fide, which took up four of 
the fquares above-mentioned, and the new palace on the weft, 
fide nine. The temple of Belas*, which flood next to the old 
palace, took up another of the fame fquares. The whole rity 
flood in a moft' extenfive plain of a deep and fat foil. That 
part or half of it on the eaft fide of the river was the old city, 
and the other on the weft was a ided by Nebuchadrezzar, The 

form of the whole was feemingly borrowed from Nineveh , and 
its wall was of the fame circuit, but being an exa£l fquare, it 
was more capacious than the other, which was a parallelogram, 
or oblong tquare. Nebuchadnezzar having, in conjundtion 
with his father, deftroyed that old royal feat of the AJJyrian 
empire, propofed that this new imperial feat fhould rather ex¬ 
ceed it than not. It plainly appears however that the city was 
never wholly inhabited, it never having time to grow up to 
what Nebuchadnezzar vifibly intended to have made it; for about 
twenty-five years after his death, Cyrus removing the feat of 
the empire to Sbujhan , Baby bn fell by degrees into utter decay* 
When Alexander came to Babylon , Quintus Curtius tells US no 
more than ninety furlongs of it was then built, which can no^ 
otherwife be underftood than of fo much in length, and if 
we allow the breadth to be the fame, which is as much as can 
be allowed, it will follow that no more than 8100 fquare fur¬ 
longs were then built upon. The 6300 remaining fquare fur¬ 
longs, Curtius tells us, were plowed and fown. Bendes, that 
the air might be freer and more wholefome, the houfes were 
not built contiguous, but void fpaces were left between them. 
So that putting all this together it will appear that Babylon 
was fo large a city in defign rather than reality, the much greater 
part of it, according to this account, being never built. In this 
refpefi therefore it muft give place to Nineveh , which appears 
to nave been fully inhabited from the number of its infants men* 
tioned in Jonah y namely 120,000, which reckoning in thofe 
of two years of age, will be more than three times as many as 
there are in London of the fame age* 

D 3 Th e 
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Tfienjext great work of Nebuchadnezzar was the temple 
of Bias. The wonderful tower however that flood in the 
middle of it was built many ages before him, that and the fa¬ 
mous tower of Babel being generally fuppefed to be the fame 
ftriuSlure, a defeription of which we have already given. Till 
the times of Nebuchadnezzar it is thought this tower was all 

~ Belus; but as he did by the otherantieiit build¬ 


ings of the city, fo he did by 


additions 


theretQ by vafl edifices eredled round it, in a fquare of two fur- 
Ipngs on every fide, which exceeded the fquare at the temple of 


Thefe 


Jcrufalem by 

wall, whicn is fuppofed to have extended round one of the great 
fquares of the city. In this wall were feyeral gates leading 

# ^ 1 **# | jm W « • 4 « | ^ ^ | ^ Q 


ma 


been made out of the brazen fea, and brazen pillars, and other 


Jerusalem , and 


Nebuchadnezzar 
have dedicated in 


the temple of Bel. In this temple were feveral images or idols 
of mafiy gold, one of them mentioned by Diodorus 40 feet in 
heighth, which the learned Brideaux thinks may have been the 
fame with that fet up in the plain of Dura. Its height is faid 
to have been 60 cubits ; but as the breadth is only reckoned 
fix, to bring it to any degree of proportion, we muft fuppofe 
that in the account of the heighth, the pedeftal on which the 
image ftood was alfo included. Nine feet, or fix cubits breadth 

•« ^ 4 /I f 1 t • " « * 


fhoulders. 
of a man, would have require 



to the common proportions 
the height of the image to 
1 Dur 40 feet and a half, which is very near the ac- 

tn * r * ' ' J 

Diodorus. 


Next this 


old palace of the kings of Babylon ; and exadlly oppofite to it 
pn the other fide of the river was the new palace, eight miles 
in circumference, and four times as big as the other. It was 
furrounded with three walls, one within another, and ftrongly 

fortified according to the way of thofe times. 

But what was in it were the hanging gar¬ 

dens which Nebuchadnezzar made in complaifance to his wife 
Amyite , w;ho being a Mede, and retaining a ftrong inclination 

for the mountains and forefts of her ov 

* • 

have fomething like them at Babvlon. 


country 


They 


contained a fquare of four plethra, or 400 feet on each fide, 
and to have confifted of terraces one above another, carried up 
to the hei :ht of the wall of the city, the afeent from terrace 
to terrace being by flairs ten feet wide. The whole pile confifted 
of fubftantial arches upon arches, and was ftrengthened bv a wall 

r. __ 1: _II_ r. j _ - ^ J ~ , 


every 


The 


The floor of 


with ftones fixteen feet long and four broad, and over thefe were 
laid reeds mixed with a great quantity of bitumen, which was 
again covered with two courfesof HrirVo a 

gether, with plafter; and fheets 
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deep enough to give root to the greateft trees, and fuch were 
planted in every terrace, befides other trees, plants, and flowers 
that were proper for a garden of pleafure. Upon the lipper- 
moft of thefe terraces was a refervoir, fuppliea by a certain 
engine'with water from the river, which ferved to water all the 


i9 


gardens 


r 

Nebuchadnezzar, by Berofu 


Abydenus were the banks of the river, the artificial 


The 


by 


ar- 


rams 


The canals were cut from the Euphrates to carry off filial ca. 

- ‘ The lake was . nals ’ and 


the Tig 


the 


forty miles fquare and 160 in compafi 


depth 


thirty-five feet, ?.swe read hi Herodotus j or according to Me 
gafthenes , feventy-five.' This lake was dug to receive the waters 
or the river, while the banks were building on each fide of it. 
But both the lake and the canal that led 1 to it wer§ preferved 
after that work was completed j being found of great ufe, not 
only to prevent all overflowings, but to keep water all the year, 
to be let out on proper occafions by flu ices,-for the improve¬ 
ment of the land. The banks or keys on each fide of the ri¬ 


ver were built of brick and 


bottom 


river, and of the fame thicknefs with the walls of the city lt- 
felf. They extended, according to Berofus, twenty miles, 
probably reaching two miles and a half above the city, and as 
much below. Oppofite to each ftreet on either fide the river 
was a brazen gate, with flairs, leading down to the ' river,, the 


ftreets. Thefe 


coniiderably above 


Berofus , Megaflhenes , and Abyd 


9 

fliutby 


attribute all tbefe works 


Nebuchadnezzar j but Herodotus tells us, the bridge, the banks, 
and the lake, were the work of Nitocris his daughter-in-law *. 

Whilft nothing feemed wanting to compleat Nebuchadnez¬ 
zar’s happinefs, a frightful- dream difturb?d his repofe, and 
filled him with great anxiety. He dreamed that he faw a great 
tree, the height of which reached unto heaven, and the 
fight thereof to all the earth. While he was contemplating 
the tree, he faw a watcher come down from heaven, and order 
the tree to be cut down, but to leave the flump of it in the 
earth, which was to be expofed for fome time to the dew of 
heaven. His wife men, aftrologers, and Chaldeans , whom he 
confulted in the firft place, not being able to give him any fatif- 
faftory interpretation of fuch an extraordinary vifion, he at 
length .revealed.it to Daniel, who no fooner heard the dream, 
than he was ajlonijhed for one hour 1 , and his * thoughts troubled him . 
He at length told the king, who was very follicitbus with him 
to utter the truth without fear or difguife, that the tree he faw. 
was meant of himfelf, and by the fail of the tree was fignified. 


nezzar s 


the tree. 


Prideaux 


. and the authors cited by him. 
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44 jry power, and for the honour of my majefly?" He h id IN 
fooner vented himielf in this infofent manner than there fel 


that he fhould be driven out from the fbciety of men, and be 
come as a beaft, in which fate he fhould continue till he fhoul 
be brought to a due fenfe of the fupremacy and omnipotent 
of God, when the kingdom fhould revert to him once mort 
which was meant by the frump he faw left in the ground* H 
then concluded with exhorting him to abftain from (in, and ti 
{hew mercy to the poor, that fo he might procure to nnnfblf 
prolongation of peace and tranquillity. 

Whether he was really penitent for feme time upon Daniel 
admonition, and on that account obtained a refpite of the fen 
tence, is uncertain; but we find that the dream was notfulfille 
till about a twelvemonth after, when as he was walking in hi 
palace, or as fome think the fa< 5 t may have been on the upper 
moil of the terraces of his hanging garden, and contemplatinj 
the glories of the city he had adorned, unable to contain th« 
Kis pride pride of his heart, he cried out, 41 Is not this great Babylon 
and down- “ which I have built for the houje of the kingdom, by the might 0 

faL fooner 

a voice from heaven, faying, “ O king Nebuchadnezzar, to the 
tc it is faker., the kingdom is departed from thee and ff rait hi 
was driven from the focicty of men, and dwelt with the beaft 
of the held, and eat graft as an ox, and his body was wet witl 
the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles feathers 
and his nails like birds claws. It is eenerally fuppofed, cha 
immediately lofing his fenfes, be wandered about m the fields 
and there took up his abode with the cattle, till feven times 
or feven years, palled over his head ; but concerning this afro 
mfbing change, and the duration of it, there is a great variety o 
opinions. After the expiration of the appointed time he re 
covered his fenfes, and the ufc of his underftanding, and beinj 
reftored to his throne, became greater and more powerful thai 
ever. Being hereupon made fully fenfible of the almight\ 
power of the God of heaven and earth, who alone doth accord¬ 
ing to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabi 
tants of the earth, he did, by public decree, make acknow¬ 
ledgment hereof through all the Babylonijh empire, praifim 
his almighty power, ana magnifying his mercy. During hij 
diforder, it is faid, his fon Evtl-mtrodach adtninifttred the go 
vemment, and’that he behaved fo ill as to draw his father*! 
ntofr heavy diiplcafure on him, when he came to underftand 
what he had done. Tofatisfy his injured fubjedte, hethratt 
him into the prifvn where Jekoiachin the captive king of *fudal 
had lain thirty-feven years *. After this he lived only one 
year, and died in the 43d year of his reign, or the 45th, reckon¬ 
ing from the time of his being taken into partnerfrrip with hi? 

He was one cf the greateft princes that had reigned 
jii the cait for many ages before him, Mrgajibcncs prefers him 


hUi ceath. year, 


fame; 


* 






OF THE WORLD. 

> Hercules, and fays, that at his death he pro- 
conqueif of Babylon by the Per fans. flirt In 
"" 1 * 1 what he had been informed of In 


it 


eeded by his fon Etal-mereJach, who, by a fklfeflep _ .. 
fathers life-ttme, may, perhaps, be laid to have 
ti°n of that animofity in the fades and Per fans, rodui ' 
t on tiw difloiation of the Babylonian empire, 
aflon of his marriage with Nitocris , he went to 

titters Of Jvledlc%, he fbrmeirf an armir rS . 





years 


grandfon \*y <u, mm near i o years ot age, 
could be aflcmbled on fo ftidden an emergency, marched out 
to meet tarn, determined to repel force by force. The parties 

was routed, and purfued home to his 
owrn borders with great daughter, which Happened about ai 

Avar’s death *. Evil-merodach, as loon 
as he wa. fettled on his throne, releafed Jehoiacbin king of Judah 

°ut °f pnfon, where he had been confined near vj years, and 
treated H,m ever afterwards as a king. We know nothing far¬ 
ther concerning him, except that indulging himfelf in doth 
and wickedncfs, he was treacheroufly murdered By his filter^ 

Naiglijjar ,, after fie fiad reigned two years. 

■(Pfffif* wh j* “ «Prefen»ed as £e chief of the confpirators . r 
againft Evtl-merodach, ufurped the throne. Thu prince, jealous ^‘ r 

8 row,n g power of the Medes and Perfume M- 

ambafladors into Lydia , Ca 

gmia, Cilicia , and even to the Indies, and E 

__ ' : ; ■<? 


pcrfua^ing others* he prc 
liance with him againft 



Media . Cyaxares* to o 


oppoie this confederacy, IT. *77 

rfa, who arriving with * **“!? hl ** 

ited commander in chief „ e .. 

impending war. About p‘J *"• 
; field. A lerialim* Irfans. 


Warbe- 


Mcdcs and Per fans in the impending war. 

Fter, both parties took the field. Neriglifar was at rtr J uim ' 
; 0, ?°. 0 l 0r !?’ 2 fa chariots, and foot proportionable r His co** 

- of 4 °’ 000 L S ht armed fo °t the Phrygians fending forces, 

> horlc, under Ar- 



30)000 toot, and Mavagdai _ _ 

horfe > *?° chariots, and a great" number of 
gers. The army of Cyrus dr' .ot amount to above a third 

mat under the Babylonian L :,g, till they were joined by a 
u.derab!e reinforcement under Tigranes the Armenian, who 
the beginning of the rupture had revolted from the Xiedes. 
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but had .been fubdued the year before by Cyrus. The Indians 

only offered their mediation, which had no effedl. Cyrus hav¬ 
ing alfo fubdued the Chaldeans, who are faid to have inhabited 
the tnountains next to Armenia, and confequently muft have 
been Adrians, led his army into the enemies territories, and 
rr . j a fierce battle foon after eniuing between him and the confede- 
c e . 1 v ", rates, the AJJyrian army was totally defeated, and Nerigliffar 
ea e ana wa$ j n adfion. Great part of the Babylonians and 

their allies the following night abandoning their camp, Cyrus 
e e eSm next day took poifeifion of it, and of all their baggage. 

Laboro/o- The death of Nerigliffar was a great lofs to the Babylonian j, 
archod for he was a prince of great courage, conduct, and wifdom, 
fucceeds which appeared by the great preparations he made for the war. 

But nothmg made the Babyloniansmote fenfibleof the lois they 
had fuffered than the tyrannical government of his fon and 
fuccellbr Laborofoarchod , who was in every refpecl quite the 
reverfe of his father, being addicted to all manner of wicked- 
riefs, cruelty, and injuftice. Two acts of his cruelty towards 
two Babylonian \o rds, Gobryas and Gadates, are particularly men-, 
tioned. The only fon of the former he flew at a hunting 
match, to which he had invited him, for no other reafon but 
becaufe he pierced with a dart a wild beaft which the king had 
miffed. The other he caufed to be made an eunuch, becaufe 
one of his concubines had commended him as an handfome 
man. Thefe two afts of cruelty drove the two noblemen, with 
the provinces they governed, over to Cyrus, who foon after 
appeared before the walls of Babylon, but having in vain endea-, 
voured to draw the king to a battle, withdrew his army. Laboro¬ 
foarchod upon his retiring gave a loofe to all the wicked inclina¬ 
tions that were predominant in him; .infomuch that his own fub- 
Heismur- j e & s » no longer able tobearhis tyrannical government, confpired 
dered by againfthim, and murdered him in the ninth month of his reign, 
his own As he did not compleat a year, he is omitted in the canon. 


fnbjedts. 

Bab on i- 
dius or 


Nabonadius the chief of the confpirators fucceeded him in 
the throne. He is called by Herodotus , Labynitus ; by Abydenus , 
Nabannidochus ; and by the prophet Daniel, Beljhazzar. He 
was the fon of Evil-?nerodach by Nitocris, and grandfori of the 


zar. 


Beljbaz- g rea ^ Nebuchadnezzar. As he afcended the throne in his youth, 

and was wholly addicted to his plbafures, his mother Nitocris, 
who was a woman of extraordinary parts, took the burden of 
the government uponherfelf, and did all that was in her power 
i to preferve the tottering empire. While Cyrus and Cyaxares 
were employing themfelves in feveral campaigns, in reducing 
the frontier places, (he was ufing her utmoft endeavours to for¬ 
tify the country againft them, and efpecially the city of Baby¬ 
lon. She perfected the works which Nebuchadnezzar had begun 
for that purpofe, raifed ftrong fortifications on the fide of the 
river, and caufed a wonderful vault to be made under it lead¬ 
ing from the old palace to the new, twelve feet high, and fifteen 
wide. She likewife built a bridge crofs the Euphrates, . and did 

feve- 
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fcyeral other works, which were afterwards afcribed to Nebu - 

chadnezzar . # 

Cyrus in the mean time, having penaadeddbradates, governor 
of Elam or Sufa , to revolt to him, and having likewife defeated , 

CrcefuS ? , and made himfelf matter of Sardis , and of all the coun¬ 
tries from the Mgean fea and the Mediterranean to the Euphrates , 
in the fix teen thy ear of Nabonadius , marched with a numerous 
and victorious army againff Babylon. Nabonadius ventured to 
try the fate of a battle, but being defeated, retired into his 
capital, where he was immediately blocked up, and clofely Cyrus lays 
befiegedby Cyrus. The liege of this important place was fiege to 
no eafy enterprize. The walls were of a prodigious height, Babylon. 
the number of men to defend them very great, and the city 
was ftored with all forts of provifions for twenty years *. Cyrus 
however, hot difcouraged by thefe difficulties, profecuted his 
defi^n, and perceiving it to be impracticable to take the place 
by ftorm, caufed a line of circufnvallation to be drawn quite: 
round the city, with a large and deep ditch; and that his 
troops might not be over fatigued, divided his army into twelve 
bodies, and.affigned each of them its month to guard the. 
workmen at the trenches. The belieged, thinking themfelves 
out of all danger, by reafon of their high walls and magazines, 
infulted Cyrus from the ramparts, and looked upon all the 
trouble he gave himfelf as fo much unprofitable labour. 

This immenfe ditch being finilhed in about two years, Cyrus 
refolved to put in execution a.deiign of turning afide the river, • , . 
which ftratagem feems to have been firft fuggefted by Chry- 
fantas , one of his generals, though then feemingly rejected by 
Cyrus , that nobody might have any fufpicion of his intention. 

Being informed that a folemn feftival was foon to be celebrated 
in the city, and that the Babylonians were accuftomed, oh that 
occafion, to fpend the whole night in drinking and debauchery, .' " 
he thought this a moft favourable opportunity for fufprizing 
them. Accordingly, upon the approach of the appointed day, 
he fent a ftrong detachment to the head of the canal leading to 
the great lake, which was dug for receiving the Superfluous 
waters of the river, with orders to break down the great dam 
between the lake and the canal, and to turn the whole current" 
into the lake. At the fame time he appointed one body of 
troops at the place where the river ran into the city, and ano¬ 
ther where it came out, ordering them to march in by the bed 
of the river as foon as they fhould find it fordable. Towards 
the evening, lie ppened the head of the trenches op both fides 
of the river above the city, that the water might difeharge it- 
felf into them. By this means, and the breaking down of the 
great dam, the river was foon drained, fo that at night the two 
bodies of troops entered the channel, the one commanded by 
Gobryas , and the other by Gadates. 



* Herod. 1. i. Cyropced. 1. 7 . 
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onians, 

omit their accuftomed riot, and 
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, did nt 
eljhazzar himfelf mat ver 


night gate a magnificent entertainfiierit id q fhbufarid! of fi 
fpr£, at which were alfo prefent. Kis wives and coricubinei 
In the heat pf his w r ine Ke ordered the gold and filler vefle]: 
■vvhich had' been taken from the tempi?. of Jeritfalem, to \ 
brought out, and as an irifult upon the, God of Ijraet , he, hi 
whole court, and all His concubines,- drank out of tjiehj,- ah 
celebrated the praifes of their idols.. God in the midft of thfei 
riot did, in a very extraordinary arid worideifulmanner'; exprel 
his wrath again!!: the impious kirig, by eaufirig a hand fb ap 

% .. ° . y • * • - • * ? * |» • /T» % ^ • j t J-, r 


pea t on the Wall, and thereon write a fenf^hce of immediat 
cfeftru&ion agiinff him. The king, who favMKe hand, Bu 

' t. n ■ i •. .*r * • V'.rt v; -^t 1 — rii • ■*» -if v.-,. 



other, he called aloud to bring in . the wife’ men arid aftrologers 
Norieof them however being able to J ~ 1 A< -‘- " " 
ting, Daniel , by the advice of the qi 


fent for, and 

becoming a 


read or expound the wfi 
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queen-mothfer Nttocrts , wa 


id fpoke to the king with a freedom arid libeft 
prophet. He Boldly reproved him for, His . riiarij 

“ “ * i ^ 4 m. . 


iniquities arid tranfgreffioris againft the great God of heavei 
rind earth, arid told him, that on that accpurit the Hand-wri 
ting was a fentence from HeaVen againff him, arid that hi! 
kingdom was taken from him, and given to the Medes ani 

Per ~ 



denounciation was. inftantly fulfilled, for the troops fen 
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zar flajn confufion, the Per[tans rufhed in, took the palace, arid killei 
and an ’ tfie kirigj who, iword' in Hand,- crime out to oppdfe them! 

Beljbazzar being flain. arid tHofe .who were about him put tc 
flight, the reff fubmitted, and the Medes arid Per fans becami 
matters 6 f the place. The taking of this imperial city put ar 
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end put 
to the 
Babyloni 
empire, 
Bef. Ch 
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end to the Babylonian empire, arid! fulfilled the prophecies ut¬ 
tered by Ifaiab , Jeremiah , arid’ Daniel , agairifl: that pronigah 


people, and their proud metropolis *, 
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An account of Asia Minor, 
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S the feveral fmall kingdoms which we propofe to treat of 


in 


name 




that country. The learned archbifho 
gaining the various acceptations of the word Afu 
moft difficult points in hiftory, there being a. feemihg contra*- 
di&ian between the facred and prophane writers as to'-the pro¬ 
vinces comprehended r under the name of Afia, which cannot 
be reconciled without a r very careful diffiindtion of tithes’ and 


Afu 


places. In reading the antieht hiftorians or geographers, 1 we 

Following terms, namely, the greater 

fa properly fo called, the 
tfie Jfiatic Diocefe. The vaft 
by the general ngme pf Afia , was divided bv 






y provinces, and part of it was again diftinguifhed with the 
naipe of .Afia. Proper, namely Phrygia, Myfia , Lydia , Caria, 
Eolis and Ionia, which two laft were comprehended nartlv in 
Lydia and partly ip Myfia . This tradt was 




Lycia j on the. fouth 


gnd oh 
Myrtoan feas 


the 



of Lycia, and the Rhodian fed 


'pant, the Mg 




Afiq Proper is but a part of Afia Miner, fo the, Lydian Afia Xh,e 



country, having communicated, his name to the 
continent Afia, in this acceptation, comprehends^ 



former we head the following account c 

ney j IVhen they, had gone throughout Phrygia and the region'of 
Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Gbofi to preach the. "word 



fia came down to x _ I _ 

Myfia, Bithynia , and Olytnpena, where Troas was 


are 



* 

* Cic. in orat. proFIac. Pompon. Mela. 1. i, Plin, 1. 5. -Herod. 
5 1. Diod. Sic. 1. 4. Strabo, 1. 13,14, '> 
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The Fro- 

confular 

Afia. 
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in exprefs terms diftinguifhed from the Proper Afia of the Ro¬ 
mans > as is likewife Caria, by what we read. eliewhere in the 
fame book,, eh. 20. What remains of Afia Proper^ tQgether 
With the feven churches mentioned in tne revelations^ were 
properly the Lydian Afia , or Lydia. Laodicea indeed is placed 
by lome in Carta , by iome in Phrygia , and by others in Lydia , 
the confines of thofe countries having been fo often altered, 
that it was not poffible, as Strabo witnefles, to afcertain their 
exaCt boundaries. 

The Proconfular Afia , according to the diftribution of Auguf- 
tusy comprehended the following countries, Lydia, Ionia, Ca¬ 
rta , Myjia, Phrygia , and the Proconfular Hellefponi and this 
is Ptolemy’s Afia Proper. Pontus and Bithynia were alfo made 


Halys and* mount Taurus 
confular Afia 


Afn 


Afu 


Confix 


have 


the fame with the Lydian Afia 
Afia- At the fame time was. eftablifhed 
hcfe. Afiatic Diocefe, which is fometimes 1 

as diftinbt from the Proconfular Afia 

In 


that 


Theodofius the younger, all Afu 


vinces, three whereof, namely, the Proconfular proper,. the 
Confular Hellefpont , and that of Rhodes , with the ilfands called 
Cyclades ,, were under the jurifdi&ion of the proconful of 
Afia. The other eight, namely, Lydia, Caria, Phrygia 


Phrygia p a catiana, Pamphyl 


Pifidia , which made up what was properly called the Af 


and 



country 


Afn 


This 


ft m 


the earth, and is highly extolled by antient writers, chiefly by 
the Romans, for the .fertility of the foil, temper of the climate, 
nature of the fealons, excellence and variety of its productions 
and fruits, in all which refpeCts it was preferred by Tully to 
all the countries of the then known world +. The common 

epithet by which the Latin poets difiinguifh this from other 
regions, is that of rich , alluding not only to the richnefs of 
■the foil, but alfo to the wealth and opulence of the inha- 
bitants, which may be eafily judged of from the immenfe fums 
that fome of the Roman governors are laid to have extorted 
from them, namely, Mark Antony , whom we are told by Plu- 
- torch ,. fqueezed from the inhabitants of Afia Minor , in the 
fpace pf .one year, the fum of 20,000 talents. 

Its prefent country is at prefent divided into four parts, namely, 

divilion. or the weftern part, Caramania the fouthern part, 

Aladuha the eaftern, and .Amafia the northern part.- By the 
Turks the.whole country, is called Nadalu. and.thev divide it 



* See Uiher in his Geographical and Hiflorical Difquifition of Afia 
properly fo called. f Lie. pro Q. Ligario. 


into 
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Into five parts, under the government of five Beglerbegs, who 
rende at Cotyaum, To cat , Trabezond , Marofch ,' and Iconium! 
Thefe are divided into filialler governments, denominated' from 

the city or town where the governor refides. 
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hijlory of the Phrygians. 
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HE works.of thofe authors who have treated particularly of The ori- 
the Phrygian Yn&ory, name\y, Den:o:ritus, Hermeftanafies, g j* n 0 f c ^ e 
krar, Aretazes , and Cornelius Alexander not. having name 


Timolaus, Aretazes, ana. Cornelius Alexander not, having name 
reached us, we are left quite in the dark as to fome of the molt undeter- 
material points of that hiftory. Not to trouble our readers m j ne d. 
with the various and uncertain etymologies of the name of 


Phrygia, -we fhall only prefent them, with, the, opinion of Bo- 


chart, who 


Greek verb 


io fuppofes 

jrb, fignifyi 


i that the country was fo called from a 

• 9 % \ m . 1 # • J . a j ~ + m 

ing to burn or dry, which, according to 
of its, Hebrew name Comer, derived from 


him, is a tranflation of its, Hebrew name G onier, derived from 
the verb Gatnar, importing, among other fignificationsj^to burn 
or confume. Part of Phrygia, wafhed by the rivers Gayfter 
and Mceander, was diftinguifhed by Strabo andDipdorus with 
the epithet of burnt , probably from the drynels of the,foil, 
which they tell us is impregnated with fulphur, bitumen, and 

fubftances. The appellation which at J 


other combuftible 


and 

firft 


Its divi- 


was peculiar to one part might, in length of time, becorpe com r 
mon io. the whole'country f. The true boundaries, of the 
country,' accordingto -Strabo, are impoffibie to be fixed. -He 
.‘tells us, that the Trojans, My clans, and Lydians, , are, by the 
poets all blended under the common name of the Phrygians, 
which. Claudian even extends to the Pifidians, Bithynians,- and 
lmidns J. " Phrygia proper, according to Ptoiemy , was bounded 
on the north by Pontus and Bithynia', onthe weft by My ft a, 

— ~ - " fttfceonia, and Caria; on the 

_ . - - * m Z * A 1 * J 


Tran, the Mgean fea, Lydia, Moeoma, and Caria ; ,on the 
fouth by Lydia ; and on the eaft by Pamphylia and Galatia j. ex¬ 
tending from the 37th to the 41 ft, degree of north latitude, and 
from the 56th to. the ;62d of longitude. The inhabitants,of 
this country mentioned by Ptolemy are the Lycaones and Anthe- 
mifenii towards Lycia , the Cyddefes or Cydijfes towards Bithynia , 
and between thefe the Peltini or Speltini, the Moxiani, Phyla- 
(enfes and Hicrap elites. To thefe we may add, the Berecyntes 
mentioned by Strabo. The country is commonly divided into 
the greater and lefler Phrygia, called alfo Troas ; which divi- 
fion did not take place till Troas was fubdued by the Phrygians-. 


* Plut. de fluv. & Laert. in Democrit. 


Jtrab. 1 . i2, 13. Diod. 1 . 3. 


{ L. 2. in Eutrop. 


f Boch. Phaleg. 1 . 3. 
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Its foil and "' Being for the moft pafra p W ?4«P 

climate, rich foil, and plentifully watered by /mail rivers, it abounded 


The air was antiently 
1 • • • * 


rich foil, and plent , , , 

in all forts of grains. It was alfo well flocked with cattle, hav- 

^ ^ ’ * _ „ ^ •. a a| .♦ ^ ® * • V 

mg large plains and _ . 

reckoned moll: pure and wholefome, though it is now in fome 
parts thought extremely grofs, great part of the country 
lying uncultivated, owing to the oppreffive government of the 

Turks. 


The cities The cities of note in Phrygia Major were, Apamea , feated 


’ of note 



divifion of Con/iatftine took place. It was built by Antiochm 

* " * * ' 1 M ‘ ' having alfo the ap- 

it from eight other 

pities of the fame name in other countries. 



f^aodicea^ now 


ihijjar, feated bn thye banks of the river 
Tveus* a fewmiles foutn wdft from Apamea. It was firft called 

'V**, and & 


Diojpolisy afterwards Rheas, and at la 

diced. This city was famous for its wool, which was univer¬ 


sally preferred, on account of its foftnefs, and was besides of 
a very extraordinary btycknefs. With this the inhabitants car¬ 
ried on a very confiderable trade, and were accounted the moil 

i V - - * ‘ -It AS* 7»‘ a * ■ "A " r • r 


* * 


wealthy people of all jtfta Minor. A few ruin?' only of this 
once populous and flpunlhing city are now to be feen *. lAwra- 
olisj nqw called Bambdkkafe , flood abput twenty miles'north 
jrom Laodicep. It yras fampus fojr its mineral waters^ jyfticli, 
according tq Strafa petrified withiii the (pace of a year, wher 
ejcpoftd tQ the air, and yet were erjdiied with fuch a virtue, as 
tp render the fields they watered exceedih^fruitful ? and affprc 



a 

u 



refect regaedy againft innumerable diflempers jo.-filch a; 


them. Some fp.otfteps of what it once was are tQ bi 


( 


in the many heaps pf ruins and fine pillars in the field’s wher 
it ftopd +, . 

On the 

dium-, the 

Gordian knpt. x . A ^ , . . 

■afteri Hot long after the death of Gordius it yyas reduced ti 
a popr beggarly visage, as Sfrph/xalls at, knd continued in ithi 
delpicable' condition till, the tnymyira^ of 4 u KW u h wheni 



was. again made a city,' and ca ^ 

famous robber, native of that place, who 




ferving with his troop of banditti fom^time? tfie pbief~of on 
party, and fometimes the chief of another j. 



* Spon’s Account of the Seven Churches, 1. 3 . 
1 . 13. fub fin. % Id. 1 . 12. 
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Cohffe, how Chon os, on the fouth fide of the Maander , to 
the inhabitants of which St. Paul wrote that epiftle which is - 
part of our canon. 

1 Sipylus , the refidence of king Tantalus , and therefore called 
alfo Tantalis. It isobfervable, that four cities, namely, Sipy- 
lus , Archaopolis , Colpe , and Lebade , were fuccefiively built on 
the fame fpot, and deftroyed by earthquakes. 

Synnada , noted for its marble quarries, was, by Conjlaniine 
the Great, declared the metropolis of Phrygia Salutaris. 

Befides thefe and feveral other cities of lefs note, mentioned 
by the antients, there were in later times fome of no fmall ac¬ 
count, fuch as Saqua , where the father of Ottoman, firft king 
of the Turks , redded j Chara-chifar, by the Greeks called Me- 
lampyrgus , or the black tower, Cillexuga , Einegial , &c. 

Among the moft remarkable rivers of this country is the The chief 
Meander, now Madre and Mindre, fo celebrated by the an¬ 
tients for its windings and turnings that all obliquities are from 
thenc'e called Maunders. According to Pliny and Strabo , it 
rifes from a lake on the top of the hill Celeena, and after 600 
windings, by which it feems to flow back to its fountain 
head, empties itfelf into the Archipelago , between: Prien'e and 
Miletus. 

From the fame fource flows the river Marfyas , which at firft 
falls with great noife between rugged rocks and precipices, and 
afterwards joins the Maunder at Apamea . The river Lycus 
fprings from mount Olympus , and difcharges itfelf alfo into the 
Maander , a little below Laodicea. Sangarius or Sangaris , 
fprings from the hill Dyndymus , wafhes Phrygia and Bithynia, 
and empties itfelf into the Black fea. Phryx , now Sarabat, 
divides Phrygia from Carta , and difembogues itfelf into the 
Hermus. This river, much celebrated by the poets for its 
golden fands, takes its rife near Dorylaum , and falls into the 
Archipelago near Smyrna. There are alfo Myfias , Orga, Obri- 
ma , and feveral others. 

The Phrygians deemed themfelves the moft antient people 
in the world, and were even looked upon as fuch by the Egyp- ■ ie . an 'j. 
tians in the time of Pfammitichus , who thought the difpute fully . ^ 0t 
determined by the accents uttered by the children nourifhed - S rj ~ 
by goats, which expreffions in the Phrygian language were & lan:% 
found to fignify bread *. 

As to the origin of the Phrygians , fome fuppofe them defcend- 
ed from Togarmah , one of Corner's fons; and of this opinion 
are Jofephus and St. Jerom , who add, that they were known § m 
to tne Hebrews under the name of Tigrammanes. Herodotus , 

Strabo , Pliny, and Euftathius, led by the fimilitude of names, 
a deceitful guide, derive them from the Brygians, a people of 
Macedonia, who paffed over into Afia Minor. But allowing 
the Brygians and Phrygians to be the fame people, it is more 


Their ori- 


* Diod. Sic. 1 . 1. 
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Macedonia 


: they peopled Phrygia before they pafled Into 
According to Bochart , Gamer planted Phrygia, 
s the Greek tranflation of his name. 7 ofethus 


makes Gomer the 'father of the ( 

a 

he rauft neceffarilv mean the Pbr 


of his name. Jofephus 
ns, but by the Galatians 
inhabiting that country, 


he mult neceiianly mean the fnrygians mnaniting tnat country, 
afterwards poflefied by the Galatians. According to the beft 


of Gomer. 

Their cha- They are defcribed as a fuperftitiou 
rafter, minate race, without any prudence oi 


defcendants 


Govern¬ 

ment. 


Trade and Their 


fervile temper, that nothing but {tripes and ill ufage could make 
them comply with their duty. They are faid to have been the 
firft inventors of divination, by the finging, flying, and feeding 
of birds. Their mufic, commonly called the Phrygian mood, is 
alleged by fome as an argument of their effeminacy. 

Their government was monarchical; but fome time before 
the Trojan war we find the country divided into feveral petty 
kingdoms, and read of divers princes reigning at the fame 
time. That Phrygia was fubdued either by Ninas, as Diodorus 
Siculus informs us, or by the Amazons , as we read in Suidas, is 
not fufficiently warranted. Gordius, we are told, was chofen 
king, by the advice of an oracle, as the beft means to put an 
end to their inteftine bfoils, whence we may conclude, that 
fome time before his acceflion to the crown an ariftocratical, 
or democratical form of government had been introduced. 


ifta Minor , and 
ibourinff iflands 


Apamea 


country 


matters of the fea, on 
i ever prevailed. The 


and was well able to afford confiderable exports. 


We 


we may, from what has been faid, allow them a competent 
{kill in geography, geometry, and aftronomy; and add to thefe, 


lKili in geography, geometry, and altronomy; and add to thefe, 
Language. a more than ordinary knowlege of mufic. Their language, ac¬ 
cording to the opinion of fome, bore a great refemblance to the 
Greek j but the contrary is manifeft, from the few Phrygian 
words that have been tranfmitted to us, and carefully collected 
by Bochart and Rudbechius. Strabo likewife declares, that it 
is difficult to difcover any fimilitude betwixt the two languages. 
Gotbofredus Lakemaherus , after obferving that Homer in feve¬ 
ral paffages diftinguifhes the language of the Gods from that 
of men, endeavours to fhew that the poet, by the language of 
theGods, meant the Greek, and by that of men the Phrygian. 
Their re- The antient Phrygians were a very fuperftitious people, and 
ligion. had many idols; but the goddefs Cybele feems to have been their 
t principal deity. She was called Cybele, Berecynthia , Dyndy- 
W*e ,„ene, from Cybelus, Berecynthius, Dyndymmus , all hills of 
eir c le Pmygia, and Idcsa from mount Ida in Troas , becaufe on thefe 


nau many luuib, uuc cne goaaeis L>yoeie leems 
principal deity. She was called Cybele, 1 
mene , from Cybelus, Berecynthius, Dyndym 
Phrygia, and I da a from mount ^Ida in Troas 
hills file was worfhined in a nartirnlar man 


Our 
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tffll find the fabulous genealogy of this goddefs in Arnobitis *, 
Eufebius f, Livy and Ovid J, which is full of abfurdity and 
contradiction. She was pictured fitting in a chariot drawn by 
four lions, crowned With towers, holding a key in her hand, 
and attired with a garment, feeded with flowers of different 
colours. The mythologifts by Cybele mean the earth, taking 
her crown of towers to be an emblem of the towns and cities 
built thereon. By the key is meant that the earth, which, 
during the winter, is in a manner locked up, begins to open 
in the fpring, and the feeds' to ihoot up. Her garment, va¬ 
riegated with flowers of divers colours, is a fymbol of the earth, 
beautifully enamelled with all kinds of flowers; The lions 
that draw her chariot denote her empire over all forts of ani¬ 
mals, which fhe both produces and nouriihes. Finally, Saturn, 
that is Time, is fuppofed to be her hufband, to lignify that the 
earth produces nothing but in time. Eufebius and others are 
of opinion, that Cybele was a woman famous for remedies 
againft fuch diftempersas young children are fubjeCt to, and 
that on this fkill or knowlege are grounded all the ftories that 
are related of her. 

Cybele had her peculiar priefts, ceremonies, and facrifices. 
Her priefts were called in the Phrygian language Cubeboi, be- 
caufe when feized with their frantic fits they ufed to throw 
themfelves on their heads. The Greeks and Latins named 
them Guretes, Corybantes , which is the Greek tranflation of the 
word Cubeboi, and Gallic from the river Gallus , flowing through 
Peffmus , where fhe had a magnificent temple. They were 
alio ftiled Ideei daSiyli , being called Idai, according to Sopho¬ 
cles, as quoted by Strabo, becaufe they inhabited mount Ida, 
and DaSiyli from the Greek word da Stylus, Signifying a finger, 
they being at firft ten, the number of a man’s fingers. Hero¬ 
dotus brings the Curetes out of Phoenicia with Cadmus. Bochart 
brings them from Palejline, and thinks they had the name of 
Curetes from the Crethim or Cerethites among the Phililiines *, 
and Sir Ifaac Newton is of opinion that having followed Cadmus 
out of Phoenicia, they fettled fome in Phrygia, fome in Crete , 
in Rhodes, in Samothrdce, in Eubeea , in Lemnos , and in Mtolia, 
under different names. Thefe Curetes making themfelves ar¬ 
mour, ufed to dance in it at the facrifices with great noife of 
pipes, and drums, and fwords, which they ftruck upon one 
another’s armour, keeping time, and forming fome kind of 
harmony, which is reckoned the origin of mufic in Greece, 
both by Solinus and Ifodorus. 

The ceremonies performed by them in honour of their god¬ 
defs were the following: at ftated times they ufed to carry her 
ftatue about the ftreets, dancing and fkipping round it, and 

after they had with violent gefticulations worked themfelves 

\ 

* Contra gentes, 1 . 8. f Pra:par. Evang. 1 - ii. 4. % Liv. Dec. 

iii. 1 . 9. Orid’s Fafli. 
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fury. They 


and 


flafh 


folemnity carried 


defs, which ceremonies were ufed in commemoration 1 of her 
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laid violent hands on himfelf. 


Attis 

The vi&ims im 


nour of the Phrygian goddefs, were a bull, or a ihe-goat, 
whence the facrince was called Taurobolium , or Criobolium. 
At Rome , a fow was yearly facrificed to her, and the ceremony 
performed by a prieft or prieftefs fent for out of Phrygia on that 

x r tt • n /A _ _ 0 1 


occafion 


Galli ) 


were 
They 


bread, and were not allowed to drink wine. They held oaths 
to be unlawful on all occafions, which tenet, fome tell us, was 


common to 


Other Bdides Cybei 
deities of Phrygians had 




, who was the peculiar deity of Phryg 
divers other idols. Apollodorus relate; 


that 


the Phry¬ 


gians. 


Sabazios 


firll 


The 


jgh Phryg ^ s _ 

by Cybele , inftru&ed in her myfteries, and prefented by her 

Phrygians 
. - Adagyus 

was another of their gods, and is fuppofed by Bochart to be 
Hermaphrodiius, the fon of Venus and Mercury . The Cabiri 
or Cabircs are by fome alfo fuppofed Phrygian deities, and to 
have taken their name from Cabyrus , a hill in Phrygia j but 
Bochart, with more appearance of truth, derives their name from 
the Hebrevj word Gabir, fignifying great or powerful. Some con¬ 
fine the number of the Cabiri to two, namely, yupiter and 

but Mnafeas enumerates four, Ceres , Proferpine , Pluto, 


Their 

hiftory. 


We 


Mercury 


connected account of the Phrygian kings. A few fcattered re¬ 
lations concerning them we meet with in different authors; but 
not fufficient to enable us to fix the date of their reigns and 
a&ions with any certainty. 

Nannacus. The firft king of Phrygia we find mentioned in hiftory is Nan- 


Suidas 

Deucalion. He lived to a very 


t> 


for it is recorded of him ? that when he was above 300 years old, 

he fent to enquire of all fuch oracles as were in any repute, how 

hefliould 1 ' " - - 


The 


with 


perifh 


r i j -o— 5 ai-xwvw win 

many lighs and tears to appeafe their wrath, and avert the im¬ 
pending calamities ; whence to weep like Nannacus became j 
trite expreffion, to fignify an extraordinary grief or forrow 
Not lone after Nannacus died, and the flood of Deucalw 


enfued, which 
kind. 


deftru&ion 
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Midas appears next, of whom all we can fay is, that he re- Mi.las. 
fided at PeJJinus , where, according to Diodorus , he built a mag¬ 
nificent temple, and appointed yearly Sacrifices to be performed 
there in honour of Cybele y who, according to Hyginus , was' 
his mother. 

The next king we read of is Manis , a prince, as Plutarch i n-Manis. 
forms us, of fuch prowefs and virtue, that the word Manic> 
derived from his name, became fynonymous with great among 
the Phrygians. 

After thefe reigned Gordius , who was raifed from the plough Gordius . 
to the throne. It is faid, that while he was one day ploughing, 
an eagle fettled on the yoke, and continued there all day. The 
art of divining being in a manner hereditary to all the inhabi¬ 
tants of Tebufjus, a city of Lydia , he went thither to have the 
prodigy explained, and upon his approaching the city, was met 
by a moft beautiful young woman, who entering into conver- 
fation with him, and being informed of the prodigy, told him, 
that nothing lefs than a kingdom was prefaged by it, and there¬ 
withal offered herfelf ready to. fhare with him in wedlock, the' 
hopes which {he had infpired him with. This offer feemed to 
him the greateft happinefs that could attend a crown; he there¬ 
fore readily complied with her requeft, gratifying at the fame 
time his own inclination. Not long after, civil commotions 
breaking out among the Phrygians , they were advifed by the 
oracles, as the moft proper means of reftoring tranquillity, to 
commit the government to a king, and to confer the crown on 
the firft man who fliould vifitin a cart the temple of "Jupiter , 
after their return. The embaffadors had fcarce delivered the 
anfwer of the oracle, when Gordius appeared riding ih his 
cart, and was immediately proclaimed king of Phrygia. Gor¬ 
dius acknowleging the crown from Jupiter , confecrated in his 
temple the. cart to regal maiejly^ which was adored as a god- 
defs by the Phrygians , and other nations. To the beam of 
the cart he fattened a knot, woven with fo much art and fd 
. perplexed, that the monarchy of the world was promifed by 
the oracles to him who fhould untie it. Alexander the Great 
having attempted in vain to unloofe it, cut it at laft with his 
fword, and. thereby either fulfilled or eluded the oracle. 1 Gor¬ 
dius built the city of Gordium , which was his refidence, and 
that of all the princes of the Gordian family. 

He was fucceeded by his fon Midas , of whom it was recorded » rr 
that when he was a child a fwarm of ants was obferved very U ai 
bufy one day while he was afleep, in conveying their {lores of 
wheat into his mouth, which was interpreted by the oracles 
to prefage immenfe riches. The prediction was compleatly 
fulfilled, for by all the antients he is faid to have been one of 
the richeft princes that ever reigned. Strabo fays, he drew vaft 
treafures from mines of metal on mount Bermius. Ke is faid 
by Arrian and Jujlin to have been inftructed by Orpheus in the 
mytteries of religion, and to have filled Phrygia with new 
deities, temples, priefts, ceremonies, and facrifices. He intro- 
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duced the cuftom of mourning for the dead; and'by annually 
renewing his lamentations over his deceafed mother, brought 
the Phrygians by degrees to worfhip her as a goddefs *. Cleo- 
hulus Lyndiusy one of the feven fages of Greece , honoured his 
monument with an epitaph, which is falfly afcribed to Homer f. 
By his wife, named Hermodica , who is greatly celebrated by 
Heraclides , for her beauty and wifdom, h e had three fons,. Gor~. 
dius y Ancharas , and Otreus . Nothing has rendered his name 
more famous than the Greek proverb, Midas has ajfes ears ; 
but what gave rife to this faying is varioufly alleged. The 
poets tell us, that in a trial of fkill between ran and Apollo , 
rivals in the art of mufic, Midas injudicioufly gave the pre¬ 
ference to j Pan, whereupon Apollo clapt a pair of afles ears on 
his head. But, according to Canon , Midas , to fecure himfelf 
in the pofleffion of Phrygia , employed a great many fpies, who 
told him whatever his fubje&s fpoke of him, which occafioned 
the faying, that he had long ears , or the ears of afles, who are 
faid to be endowed with a fenfe of hearing fuperior to all other 
animals $. 

Gordius II* After Midas reigned his eldeftfon Gordius , concerning whom 

it is only faid that he furrounded the city Gordium with a wall. 
His brother Ancharus is celebrated for the love he bore his coun¬ 
try, having even facrificed his life for the public welfare, by 
leaping into a deftruitive gulf, which the oracle had declared 
would not clofe till the moft valuable thing in human life were 
thrown into it. His example was long after followed in a 
parallel cafe by Curtius the Roman. 

Of reus . Otreus is ftiled by Homer king of all Phrygia , and faid to have 

been contemporary with Anchifes , whence we may conclude he 
fucceeded his brother Gordius. 

lityerfes. Lityerfes reigned at Celcena , and is deferibed as a ruftic, un- 

fociable, and inhuman tyrant. Sofitheus , the tragedian, paints 
him as one of an infatiable and canine appetite, having in one 
day, as this poet writes, emptied three large bafkets of bread, 
and drank out twelve gallons of wine. For his cruelties he 
was put to death by Hercules ; however, his memory was 
cherimed by the reapers of Phrygia , for reaping was his fa¬ 
vourite employment. , 

Y 4 das HI. Midas III. is next mentioned as king of all Phrygia. He 

ufurped the throne in the following manner. One night, un¬ 
der pretence of offering a folemn facrifice to the gods, he 
marched out of the town of Gordium , attended by a great com¬ 
pany of Phrygians , playing on all forts of mufical inffruments, 
but at the fame time with i words and daggers concealed under 
their garments, The citizens, led by their curiohty» and not 
fufpciting any _ treachery, followed them out of the town, 
when the? confpirators all on a fudden fell upon them fword in 
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hand, feized the city, and, in the terror' and confufion, no 
body daring to oppofe them, they proclaimed Midas king of 

Phrygia *. 

He was fucceeded by Gordius III. whole fon Midas IV. reign- Gordius 
ed next. He was the firft among foreign princes that fent do- JH. 
nations to the oracle of Delphi, and the prefent that he fent, Midas IV. 
which was a feat or tribunal, is commended by Herodotus, in 
whofe time it was to be feen, as a piece of moft exquifite work- 

manfhip. . • * . 

In the reign of Midas V. who is next mentioned, the Cirri- Midas V. 
tnerians being driven out of Europe by the Scythians, invaded 
Afia Minor, poflefled -themfelves of Sardis , and made a moft g e ^ ^. 
dreadful havockof the Lydians, Paphlagonians, and Phrygians, s * 

Midas not finding himfelf in a condition to oppofe fo powerful * 5 * 
an enemy, and forefeeing the many evils with which he was 
threatnea, thought beft to prevent them by putting an end to 
his unhappy days, by drinking off a* large cup of bull’s 
blood f. And this is. the firft time we find this fort of death 
mentioned in hiftory. Adrajlus, the fon of Midas, having unfor¬ 
tunately killed his brother, was banilhed from Phrygia , and 
repaired to the court of Crasfus , king of Lydia, who received 
him with the greateft hofpitality. Happening accidentally like- 
wife to kill Atys, the favourite fon of Crasfus, he was fo grieved, 
that he laid violent hands on himfelf %. In him ended the 
royal family of Phrygia, which then became a province of the 
Lydian monarchy, till Crcefus was conquered by Cyrus. 

SECT. Ill; 


The hi/lory of Phrygia Minor, 

% 

* • 

T HIS trad was antientlyftiled. Troas, Teucria, and Dar-lts diffe- 

dania, from kings that reigned in that country. It wasalfo rent 
named Ideea, from mount Ida, and Phrygia from the Phrygians, names. 
who were matters of great part of it, fome fay before, others 
after, the deftru&ion of Troy. 

The country was divided into two parts; i. The ma-.Itsdivi- 
ritime, called Hellefpontiaca, from the Hellefpont extending fibos* 
along the coaft from the town of Per cote to the promontory 
Leftum or Lefton, oppofite to the north fide of the ifland Lefbos. 

This part was properly called Troas, though the Trojan king¬ 
dom extended from the river Afopus to the Caicus, including not 
only Troas but the greater and letter Myfia j|. z. The inland 
part, called EpiSietus , extended to the neighbourhood of mount 

Olympus in the greater Myfia. „ 

Phrygia Minor, as comprehending both thefe provinces, was Chief ci- 

bounded on the north by the Propontis, on. the fouth by the ties. 
JEgean fea, on the eaft by Myfia Minor , and on the weft by the 
Hellefpont. On the coaft were the cities of Per cote, Abydus , 

* Polyasn. Strat. 1. 7 . + Strabo 1. 1 . Euftath: in Odyf. a. 

X Herod. 1 . 1. II Strabo 1 . n- 

E 4 Arifba, 
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Arijba , Dardanum , Rbeteum , Sigeurn , 7 m or ///aw, LariJJa , 
Colorue , Alexandria , and Troas. At Abydus s famous for the 
poetical ftory of i/m? and Leander , Xerxes built his bridge over 
the HeUefpont , and moll: of Alexander’s army landed when he 
invaded Arijba was the place appointed for the general 

rendezvous of Alexander’s army, after he had palled the Helle¬ 
fpont. Dardanum was built by king Dardanus , and it is fup- 
pofed by fome that the Dardanelles borrowed their name from 
this city. Troy or Ilium , a city of great fame, and made im¬ 
mortal by the inimitable poems of Homer and Virgij was built 
Troy. by Tros king of that country, who called it Troy from his own 

name, and Ilium from that of his fon Ilus. It was feated oni a 
riling ground near mount Ida, and about five miles from the 
Ihore. There were fcarce any remains of it in the time of 
Strabo , who fays, that the new Ilium was 30 furlongs nearer 
the Ihore than the antient city. This new city was reduced to 
a village in the time of Alexander the Great, who caufed the 
buildings to be repaired, and to be furrounded with a wall 40 
furlongs in circumference. When the Romans firft entered 
Afia , the new city was again become a village. As they pre¬ 
tended to be the genuine offspring of the antient Trojans , no 
coft nor pains were fpared to reftoreitto its antient luftre, ef- 
pecially in the time of the Cafars . Augujlus fent thither a 
colony, embellilhed the city with many ftately buildings, and 
enriched it with moll: ample privileges and exemptions. And 
■Rain 1 ! to of this Ilium are, without all doubt, the ruins there to be 
be feen at feen at prefent. Bellonius tells us, that he fpent four hours in 
*Troy . compaffing the walls which were Handing in his time, with 

the ruinous monuments of their turrets. Round the walls, 
he obferved many marble tombs of moft exquilite Workmanfhip, 
with their covers entire. As to the fo much celebrated rivers, 
Xanthus and Simois, he calls them fmall brooks, and adds, that 
in fummer time they are quite dry j but Sandys thinks they are 
not fo contemptible as Bellonius makes them. Le Brun fpeaks 
of great remains of a moft noble ftru&ure which he vilited at 
the diftance of about five miles from thecoaft. The four gates of 
this great edifice at that time entire, were about 45 feet in height, 
and near them flood a wall of an extraordinary thicknefs, with 
14 gates of a competent fize. The veftiges of this magnificent 
ftruaure took up 130 feet in length, and 100 in breadth. The 

harbour of Troy, fo much fpoken of by the antients, is now 
quite choaked up with fand. 

Its rivers. The rivers which watered Phrygia Minor were the Scamander 

rru ^ >l j n01s '> 2 rea ^ r ? as Mela writes, by fame than by nature. 
I he ocamander rites from mount Ida, and having received with- 

in its banks the Simois , which rifes from the lame mountain, 

mjcharges ltfelf into the Mgean fea over againft the illand of 

ienedos. IX. is faid by -Herodotus to have been drank up by the 

ai my of Xerxes. It was a cuftom among the Phrygian brides'to 

bathe themfelves before marriage in this river, ufing on that 

occa~ 
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ccafion the following words; Receive , O Scamander, my 
ity . But one Cimon, an Athenian , difguifing himfelf 
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trothed when fhe came to the river, the fuperftitious 


that 


■as thereupon abrogated. 


% 

country that deferves notice. Mount 


It is rather a ridge of hills than a Angle mountain ; for it ex- Ida, 
;nds almoft from the borders of 'Myjia Minor to the promon¬ 
itory LeSian. The foil of this country was antiently extremely 
fertile, and at this day there are not wanting fufficient indi¬ 
cations thereof, though it is now in part uncultivated and 

Ineglefted. 

Over-againft Troy lay Tenedos , about two leagues from the 
ihore. It was about eighteen leagues in circumference, had one 
city and two havens, and a temple dedicated to Apollo Sminthius . 

It was firft called Leucophrys , and afterwards Tenedos , from Tenes, 
who carried a colony thither from the continent a little before 
the Trojan war. After the fall of 


▼ 

Turks. 


Troy , Pauf 

were brought fo low, that they gave them- 
r neighbours. It has fince been under the do- 
Perjtans , Athenians , Romans , Venetians , and 


them 


very 


Troj 


the 


Teucer , according to them the firft king of Troy 


reeks, and tell inhabit- 


Athenian 


Some derive them from the illand of Lejfe 
fuppofe Phrygia Minor 


peopled. Some will have them defcended from the Arcadians ; 
and others even of the Italians ; which laft opinion, tho’ de- 
ftitute of all probability, was embraced by Virgil , as molt re- 

country, and perhaps current 


vvuaavi y ttliU 

Bochart 'thinks tha iliejfe 



in LeJJer 

fides Afcanius the fon of Mneasj, Homer 
name who was at the fiege of Troy. The Pontus Euxinus , he 
obferves, was at firft called by the Greeks Axenus , which he 
fuppofes to be a corruption of the fea of AJkenaz. But who¬ 
ever were the firft inhabitants of this country, it is certain that 
in procefs of time their blood was mixed with that of fo¬ 
reigners, namely, of - My fans, Samothracians , Greeks , and 
Cretans. 

As to their government, it appears to have been monarchical 
and hereditary; for from' Dardanus to Priam we find the father 
conftantly fucceeded by the fon, or the elder brother by the 
younger. Their country, like moft others, was at firft par¬ 
celled out into feveral petty kingdoms ; but in length of time' 
thefe were either driven out by, or made tributary to, xhe Tro- 
jan kings; infomuch, that Strabo enumerates no fewer than: 

nine 
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fmall kingdoms or principalities fubjeffc to Troy, belides 
ifland of Lefbos. 


Ctejias and Diodorus 


The Troj 


PhiM 


vaflals 


Belig 


ion. 


Having no particular fyftem 


horn they worfhiped on mount 
Apollo , who had a temple in the citadel 


---7-- P VV/ 

tributary to the AJJyrtans: 
rms, that they were allies, 

f- 

ir laws, we fhall therefore 

e hardly different 

already aefcribed. 

they like- 


Palladium, called Pergamus. In the citadel was alfo a temple to Minerva,\ 

whofe ftatue, called the Palladium , was fuppofed to have fallen 
from Heaven into the temple before it was covered. This was 
a fmall wooden image of the goddefs, holding in one hand a 
buckler, and a fpear in the other, fo contrived that they might 
be jnoved. The eyesjikewife were made to roll in a threatening 
manner. The oracle declared, that the city of Troy could not be 
taken fo loner as it enioved this heavenly eift: which mmincrfn 


the knowlege of the Greeks , Ulyffes and Diomedes 
city, under pretence of an embaffy, and found me 
ing it away. All the Roman writers, however, ai 
this Palladium was brought into Italy bv Mneas* 1 
Lavinimn , afterwards at Alba* a 


>f Vejla. The R 
tho’ they univerfally believed themfelves mailers 



ome , and 


Troy 


fliew how they 


boafted virtue of renderingthe city impregnable in which it was 
lodged; and on the other hand, if the Greeks took it - awav. 

___11 _i . 1 • •. • .1 1 • • r » rn • « - i ’ 


Mneas 


Some indeed al- 


lege, that the Greeks being warned by an oracle, reftored it to 
Mneas after the city was taken. The opinions among the antients 
about this famous idol were very various. According to Apollodor us, 
when Ilus firft builded the city, Jupiter being requefted to fignify 

his approbation. Tent the Palladium. Others fay, that Chryjas, 

marrying Dardanus , brought him the Pal¬ 


ladium, as part of her fortune *. 


ph 


that the Palladium was a Phoenician goddefs. Others fay 

n/lrt L.. . _ t ! .I . • • « • ' » 


a human fkin f. 

Venus alfo is cou 
Vejla , whom Mneas 
with his houfhold 

paid to her at Ty-oy. 
Among- their oth 

fo ftiled 


and covered 


the Troj 


m deities: but as to 
have carried into Italy 
footfteps of worfhip 

:ntion made of Apollo 

„ £ ,j, ' r , .--- vrw *d Smintbos , fignifying 

a field-moilfe ; this god, when worfhiped by them, haiing de- 

Jiverpd them from that fort nf vormln _ *_* 
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devaluation in their fields. They alfo built a temple to him in 
Jbnaxito , a city of Troas, and by degrees his worfhip was intro¬ 
duced into Myfia, the ifle of Tenedos , and other countries. The 
religious ceremonies of the Trojans may be fuppofed to have 
been much the fame with thofe of the inhabitants of Phrygia 




Major 


They 


Troj 


fond veneration for their deities, and a great refpedfc for their 


princes 

. We can fay nothing particular touching the cufloms of the 
Trojans, their civil concerns, or their arts and learning. They 
are celebrated by the antients as one of the moft polite and ci¬ 
vilized nations of thofe days ; and in the reigns of their later 
kings, thofe great encouragers of art and induftry, arofe 
to a very confiderable pitch of fplendor and magnificence. 

Their language was, in all likelihood, the fame that was’ l an «„n^ 
fpoken by the inhabitants of Greater Phrygia. Their trade can an /S 
only be guefled at from their fituation, which very likely drew 
merchants from all the neighbouring parts to traffic in their 
country nr " ' ~ 

cily *, ij 


Their fettlements in Thrace, in Peloponnefu 


'Egypt J 


Afric § 


. . , .. themfelves pretty early to trade ai,„ 

vigation, which, in all likelihood, were the fources of the riches 

/T I_1_ _J _ _ f • .1 


-J- 

round them. 


ftates 


the Trojan hiftory 


and uncertain ; nor are authors agreed in their accounts of tory. 
Teucer and Dardanus, who are generally fuppofed the founders Totem 
of the nation. Servius mentions out of Nero’s Troica one Cyn- 

Troas, long before Teucer , who is faid by fome 
to have been one of his defcendants, and the fon of Scamander 


and Ida, that is, 


Phryg 


and mount Ida. He ruled over all Troas, ox Phrygia Minor. 


undertaking 


very fortunate 
:hey wei 
married 


illed Baft a, by others Afia, by others Aarifba, to Dardanus, 
ttling the crown of Phrygia on him and his defcendants. 
From this account he ought not to be reckoned the founder of 
me Trajan kingdomf but the laft of a long feries of kings, prior 
*? tkofe the Dardanian family fprung from Dardanus arid Ba- 
From Teucer the country obtained the name of Teucria II 


Virgil 


fuppoTe 


i cf*' ' —o I- — ' c> *7 Jiwypviw 

nat i mcer was the fon of Scamander , a native of Crete^ from 
ivhich ifland he retired, in the time of a great famine, with 
’ * e third part of the inhabitants, and landing near the Rhetaan 
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fhould 


promontory, there built a city, in com] 
which had ordered him to fix where he 
the night-time by an enemy fprung from the earth. This oracle 
he thought fulfilled by the vaft numbers of mice that had an- 


firft 


A 



Vardanu. 


Ertchtho 


thus. 


m0U - TN 

Teucer was fucceeded by Dardanus 
of Samothrace , and of Eledira the daug 
fucceeded to the throne of Samothrace , where he erefted a ftately 

, * • 1 1* • _ __J_* _ * 1_ 4 


fon of Corytus king 

of Atlas . Liar danm 


fi 


[jple, and inftituted religious rites and ceremonies 
Pallas and the other gods, whofe ftatues his firft 


Having 


ena&ed many excellent laws, and gained the reputation of a 

./• • o J i i • • _•_ i___'!_ a _____ 


come 


Teucer v 

mly daughter Bafu 


n 


was en- 


and fucceflor to the kingdom of Phrygia , which, after the 
death of Teucer, he ruled with the fame moderation, equity, 
and religion, as he had done that of Samothrace . He 
gaged in war with the neighbouring dates, and extended the 
boundaries of his new kingdom by confiderable acquifitions, 
Having built two cities, named Dardania and Thymbra , and 
fettled the civil concerns of the kingdom, he applied himfelf in> 
tirplv to religious matters. The Palladium* or, as others will 


Phryg 


Palladiums 

< 

..id as for th- 7 

the death of his brother I aft 




overned that 


ifland in his abfence. In what has been faid we have followed 
Homer , Manetho , Diodorus , Dionyjius Halicarnajfenjis , Eufebim, 
Grillus , Cedrenus , Joannes Tzetzes , &c. But Virgil and the 
poets, to flatter Auguflus , make Dardanus the fon of EleSln 
by Jupiter , and affirm, that he went from Hetruria , or Tu 
cany , where his father was king, to Phrygia *. Dardanus , by 
his firft Wife Chryfas , an Arcadian , had two fons, Idmus and Di¬ 
mas. By Bajia, the daughter of Teucer , he had Zacynthus and 
Erichthonius. Idmus and Dimas inherited the territory of their 
grandfather in Arcadia , from whence, on account of the fre* 



Alia 


Zam 


thus planted a colony of Phrygians in arwifland of the Ionian 

.... ’* 4 « ' * H* ’ ^ ” 


fea, which he called by his own name 


After Hat 


Dardanus 


Theban 


ceeded by his fon Erichthonius , who, treading in the footfte] 

/• I. • /*_ .1 _ .... ... I t_. L* r \ • r\ i .1 r fl. 


of his father, was revered by his fubje£ts, and greatly refperied 


inclined to the arts ol 
anding with his neigh 
hours, he had an opportunity of heaping up immenfe riches, 
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which Homer takes notice of, without burdening the fubje£fc 
w ith taxes and impolitions. •, Aft,er a reign of 46, according 
tofome, or of 75 years, according to others, he left the king¬ 
dom of Phrygia to his only fon Tros in artnoft flourifhing 


,61 


condition. 


ining of his reign Tros laid the foundations of Tros. 
became the moft famous of all Afia. All the 


neighbouring princes 


foon 


Tantalus king of Sipylus , being 
’ dication of the new city, the 
tcked his refentment upon the 
extraordinary beauty, and the 
darling of his father, who being fe^t with a lplendid retinue to 
carry prefents of great value to Jupiter Europaus, in palling 
thro’ the territories of Tantalus , was not only detained, but 
abufed by that vicious and impious king. This indignity the 
generous youth took fo to heart, that he died foon after of pure 
grief. Others tell us that Ganymedes was killed in a battle 


Tantalus 


amon 


dead, the poets feigned that he had been taken up into Heaven 
by Jupiter ; but the fable, according to Natales Comes , was in¬ 
vented by the Greeks , to give a kind of fan£fcion to the unna¬ 
tural luft that greatly prevailed among them. Tros did 
not long outlive his beloved fon: for the war againft Tantalus 
proving unfuccefsful, he was fo loaded with afflidion, that he 
died, in the 60th, or, according to others, in the 49th year of 
his reign. By his wife Acalide , or Callirhoe, he had three 
fons, Hus , Ganymedes , and AJfaracus , and one daughter, named 
Cleomnejlra , or Cleopatra . 

From thefe were defcended the chief commanders of the Tro- 


/ - - --- 

fhall therefore 


antient 


of AJfaracus and CleomjteJlra , Ganymedes having died without ii~ 
fue, and Jlus having lucceeded his father on the throne of 
Phrygia. AJfaracus had one fon, named Capys, from whom the 
city of Caphia in Arcadia borrowed its name. He married one 
Themis , by whom he had Anchifes , who was famous for the come- 
linefs of his perfon; which gave rife to the fable of his amours 
with Venus. Troy , during his life, was twice taken and plun¬ 
dered. In the lirft liege, he is faid to have behaved with great 

but in the time of the fecond. he was worn out- 


gallantry j 


the lewdnefs and 


diflolutenefs of his youth, to' which his blindnefs is alfo af- 
cribed. He had two fons, Mneas , who carried him out of the 
city when it was in flames, and Elymas , and one daughter, 
named Hippodamia , married to Alcathous , who fell in battle by 
the hand of Idomcheus. Elymus y according to Sutdas, imparted 
his name to the Elymei , a people of Sicily. Cleomnejlra had but 
one fon, by name-Lye Jus, father to Antenor. As to Lyerjus , 
antient hiftory is quite filent; but Antenor is greatly com¬ 
mended for his prudence and wifdom. Being fent by Priam as 


ambaflador into Greece , the Greeks treated him 


fpy 


1 
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fpy than an ambaffador; whereupon, returning to Afia, he in* 
flamed Priam and his fons againft that nation. However, fomc 
time after, he not only entertained in his houfe the Greek am* 
baffadors that came to demand Helena , but protected them 
againft the treacherous attempts of Priam’s fons. _ He was fent 
on a fecond embaffy to Greece, when, it is believed, he be¬ 
trayed the truft repoled in him, as it is alleged he afterwards be* 
trayed the city. It is agreed that the Greeks , when they ftormed 
Troy, Ihewed a tender and friendly regard to him, and even 
caufed the Ikin of a panther to be hung up before his gate, left 
thro* miftake any violence ftiould be offered to his houfe or 
perfon by the incenfed foldiery. Many, however, clear him 
from all treachery, and put a more favourable conftru£Hon on 
the kindnefs (hewn him by the Greeks , faying, that they fpared 
him merely in compliance with the laws of hofpitality, which, 
in thofe days, were deemed facred, even by the moft lavage na¬ 
tions. Be that as it will, the Trojans that remained in the 
country after the deftru&ion of Troy were fo prejudiced againft 

t * .1 i i i* it* . _ *.i_ i__ r. __ (T*. t ■ __ 


him, that they obliged him to withdraw from Troas. tie ac¬ 
cordingly put to fea with a few Trojans and the Heneti , who 
were then driven out of Paphlagonia ; and landing at the bot¬ 
tom of the Adriatic gulph, drove out the antient inhabitants, 
and fettled his people in their room, under the common name 
of Veneti. He built a fmall town where he landed, and called 
it Troy , and is fuppofed alfo to have built Padua. Antenor had 
by his wife Tbeano , After to Hecuba, Iphidamas , Coon, Heliacon , 
Laodocus, Acamas, Archilocus, Polybus, Agenor, Laodamas, De- 
moleon , Glaucus , and Crino. Iphidamas was brought up in 
Thrace, under the care of his grandfather, and came with twelve 
ihips to the relief of Troy, where he was flain by Agamemnon, 
who alfo flew Coon, by whom he was dangeroufly wounded. 
Heliacon married Laodice, Priam’s daughter. Archilochus and 
Acamas commanded, in conjunction with Mneas, the troops of 
Dardania. Agenor attended Heftor in his boldeft undertakings, 
and was not afraid to encounter with Achilles himfelf. Nothing 
worth relating is mentioned of the others. As to Tbeano, Ante- 
nor’s wife, Suidas and Cedrenus inform us, that fhe was the 
chief prieftefs of Pallas, and that fhe betrayed the Palladium to 
Diomedes and Uly/fes. 

11 us fuc- Hits, the eldeft fon of Tros , fucceeded his father on the 

ceeds to throne; and vigoroufly profecuting the war againft Tantalus , 
the crown was fo fuccefsful as to drive him out of Afia, and poffefs himfelf 


of Troy . 


of his kingdom. 


Pelops the fon of Tantalus having in vain en¬ 
deavoured to recover his father’s dominions, was obliged to fol¬ 
low him into Greece. Ilus having thus revenged the affront of- 
fered. to his brother, applied himfelf intirely to civil affairs, 
and is faid to have made a great many ufeful laws. He en¬ 
larged Troy , and adorned it with many ftately buildings; and 
dyin~ - r 1 ' • ’ - - • 


and 



in the 40th year of his reign, left two fons, Tithonus 
aomedon , 


9 

Tithonus ; 
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* Titbonus, whom fome believe to have been the fon, and not His two 
the brother of Laomedon, was, from his earlieft years, greatly fons, 77 - 
add idled to hunting ; and betaking himfelf to a military life; thorns and 
went to ferve among the AJfyrians. His courage and condudfc Laomedon . 
foon raifed him to the firil polls in the army, in which he ac¬ 
quitted himfelf fo well, that he was ranked among the Tttanes , 
or chief lords of the AJfyrian monarchy, and made governor of 
Perjia. When he heard that the Greeks had invaded Phrygia , he 
fent his fon Memnon, at the head of a considerable body of 
chofen troops, to affift his countrymen, with the permiffion o'f 
Teutamus king of AJfyria. Memnon was {lain by the Thejfalians 5 
and foon after Titbonus, who was worn out with old age, died 
of grief. The comelinefs of his perfon, his riling early in the 
morning, as being a great fportfman, the old age he lived to, 
and his pining away at laft with grief, may have given rife to the 
many fables which the poets relate of him; which our readers 
may find in Athenaus, Tzetzes, Natalis Comes , and other my- 

thologifts. 

His fon Memnon, who was cut off before Troy, was a brave, 
wife, and experienced commander. He repulled the Ethiopi¬ 
ans, who had invaded Egypt ; and having made them tributary 
to the Egyptians, and conquered part of their country, the 
Egyptians made him king of his conquefts, and refigned the tri¬ 
bute to him. Returning to Perjia , he was there made fatrapa, 
or governor, and built the city Sufa, and another, to which he 
imparted his own name. • His llatue near Thebes in Egypt was 
famous for the found it was faid to yield at the riling of the fun. 

Paujanias informs us that his fword was kept at Nicomedia, 
mentioning the fa£l as an argument to prove that the arms ufed 
by the antients were of brafs. Heliodorus makes him the pro¬ 
genitor of the kings of Ethiopia. His brother Emathion lived 
with his uncle Laomedon , and was killed in.the war that broke 
out between him and Hercules. 

While Tithonus was ferving the king of AJfyria, his elder L atm edon 
brother Laomedon fucceeded his father Ilus on the throne of f uccee ds 
Phrygia. He built the citadel of Troy , being aflilted therein his father 
by Apollo and Neptune ; that is, he carried on the work with 
the treafures that were confecrated to them and lodged in their 
temples. Several inundations are faid to have happened in his 
reign, and great numbers of the inhabitants to have been car¬ 
ried off by a plague, which were looked upon as punilhments 
from the gods whofe temples he had plundered. He treated f r0 y taken 
Jafon and the other Argonauts, who had landed on the coaft of by Her- 
Lroas , in a very inhofpitable manner j to revenge which affront, cules. 
Hercules , who was one of the Argonauts, returned, fome time 
after, with twelve gallies to Troy, which he befieged, took ahd 
plundered, and flew Laomedon, and four of his fons. The 
poets feign that Apollo and Neptune built the walls' of Troy ; 
and being cheated of their wages by Laomedon , the one fent a 
plague, and the other drowned part of the country. Laomedon, 
to atone for his crime, expofed his daughter Hejione to a fea- 

monfter. 
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monfter, from which fhe was delivered by Hercules ; but th< 
king refufinv him the reward he had promifed, Hercules 
. killecf the king, and gave Heftone in 


Tro 

Telamon. 


marriage to 


Prfam , the only furviving fon of Laomedon > fucceeded to th« 
throne, having been ranfomed from the Greeks with a great fum 

is firft care, after his acceffion to the throne, was 



,Priam 

fuceeeds ^ mone 

Laomedon . ^compafs the city of Troy with a ftrong wall, to prevent 

fuch calamities as had happened in his father’s reign. A mine 
of gold being difcovered, in the beginning of his reign, neat 


Ab 


He embellilhed 


public works. . . . , 

towers, caftles, aqueducts, &c. Having reduced molt of the 

neighbouring Hates, he was rather confidered as fovereign of all 

ACm Minor than king of Troas. By his firft wife Arifba, or 
J . " ' ” r :us\ but 


Alyxothoe 
fecond wife Hecuba 


Mfacus ; 
Cijfeus king of Thrace 


by his 


Different 


HeSlor, Alexander or Paris, Deiphobus, Helenas 
thus, Hipponous, Polydorus , and Troilus, befides four daughters, 
Creufa, Laodice, Polyxena, and Cajfandra. He had alfo many 
chil dren by concubines, in all to the number of fifty. 

His name will be ever memorable in hillory, for the war 

between the Greeks and Tro) 


the Trojan As to the caufe of this deftrudfive war, it is agreed on 


all 


war, 


__ _ Helen 

raged Paris to fuch an attempt, and induced his father Priam to 
Hand by him, at the expence of fo much blood and treafure, is 
not determined by antient writers. According to Herodotus , 
all the AJiatics had been long at enmity with the Greeks. The 
Phoenicians firft carried off To, daughter of Inachus king of Ar¬ 
gos, with many other Greek women j and the Greeks, by way 
of reprisals, carried off Europa, daughter of the king of Tyn s 
and afterwards Medea, daughter to the king of Colchis j which 
encouraged Paris, in the next fucceeding age, to ravilh Helen ; 

^ ■*. i • rir .1 n 11 n • i . 1_. 


fhould 


any reparation 


This relation 


by the Perfians, to account for the animofity betwixt 
them and the Greeks. From Thucydides it is plain that the dif- 
tindtion of Greeks and Barbarians was not introduced even in 
Homer’s time, and confequently highly improbable that the 
Greeks fo long before, when they had not even one common 
name to diftinguilh themfelves from other nations, lhould ne- 
verthelefs look upon all of them as their enemies, by reafon of 
an injury done by one. Others'' " " r 


hulband 


and 


lifter Hefu 


_,, t ^ ntained by Menelaus king of Sparta \ 

but neverthelefs in his abfence bafely enticed away his wife* 
But it is hardly probable that Priam would fend a lolemn em- 
taffy to Greece, to claim his lifter, after £he had lived 30 years 
with her hulband. We may therefore conclude, that Paris in 

ravifliius 
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ravlfhing Helen never thought of Europa, Medea, or Hejione j 
but falling in love with her, as file was the moft beautiful wo¬ 
man in Greece , was prompted to do what in thole days was 
commonly pra&ifed both by Greeks and Barbarians . Thus 
Helen herfelf had been ftolen before by Thefeus ; and fuch prac¬ 
tices of Healing .women were fo common, as Thucydides informs 
us, thatnone durft venture to live near theiea-coait. The fame 
author tells us, that moft of the princes of Greece being fuitors 
to Helen, her father obliged them to bind themfelves by an oath 
to refcue her* if Ihe Ihould be taken from her hulband; and 
then giving her her free choice, file preferred Menelaus, JBe- 
fitjes me oaths of thofe princes, the great power of Agamemnon 
doubtlefs influenced many of the Greeks to engage in the war, 
which was agreed to in a general aflembly of all the princes of 
Greece j and this was the iirft eijterprize the Greeks undertook 
with common confent. Agamemnon was appointed commander 
in chief of the whole army, and each prince was enjoined to 
fend his quota of {hips and troops to JEgium , a city in Pe- 
loponnefus, which was fixed upon for the place of the general 
rendezvous. 

The beft and moft rational account we have of this great war,, 
is that which we gather from Homer , whofe hiftorical accounts 
are attefted and confirmed by moft creditable hiftorians, and by 
all the monuments of antiquity, namely, by the Arundelian 
marbles. Homer defcribes the ftate of Greece at that time, and 
informs us, that it was divided into agreat many dynafties : he 
enumerates and names the feveral nations and princes that fided 
with the Trojans , and gives us an infight into the art of war 
pra&ifed in that age; difclofes the laws and religion of the 
Greeks ; gives us the character of their leaders defcribes the 
fituation of their country and cities, &c. all which are*piirely 
hiftorical j fo that his poems may defervedly be confidered as 
the moft antient hiftory of the Greeks . 

_ The number of {hips employed by the Greeks in this expedi- Thenum- 
tion, according to Euripides , Lycophron , and Virgil , amounted her of 
to iooo. Homer enumerates 1186 j and Thucydides raifes the Ihips fent 
number to 1200.' The Beotian ihips, that were the largeft, againft 
carried r 20 men each ; and thofe of the Phllofteta , which were Troy, 
the fmalleft, carried 50 men each. Every man, excepting the 
commanders, was both a mariner and a- foldier ; fo that fup- 
pofing the fleet to have confifted of 1 zoo fail, carrying one with 
another 85 men, we (hall find th z Greek army to have been 
102,000 men ftrong: no great army, confidering that all the 
powers of Greece , except the Acarnanes alone, were engaged in 
this war. Againft this army the Trojans held out ten years ; 
but the Trojans , as Homer makes Agamemnon fay, were not the 
tenth part of the enemies which the Greeks had to contend with; 
for all Phrygia , Lycia , Myfia , and the greateft part of Afia Mi¬ 
nor, fided with the Trojans j and Rhefus king of Thrace marched 
at the head of a considerable body to their afliftance. Before 
the commencement of lioftilities, the Greeks fent Menelaus and 

Vo h. II. E Vlyjfes 
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XJlyjJes embaffadors to Troy, to demand Helen and the 
which Paris had carried off with her. What anfwei 


ceived we know not; 
Helens and highly d 


Helen, a 
cording 
to fo me, 
never 


dotus 


ording to the accounts of the Egypt, 
Helen was not in Troy ; but was detail 


hey returned wit; 
reception at Troy 


ravifher had 


Egypt 


Hero 


Proteus 


never ' ^ n g of that country having ordered Paris to leave his do- 
reachcd minions in three days, on pain of being treated as an enemy, 


Toy. 


took Helen ; 
him, in ordi 
ing the Troj 


Menelaus. The 


t Helen was never in 
taking the city, Helen 


went into Egypt , where he was k 
and had his wife reftored to him. 
tradition, alleges very reafonably 


J —* ^ 

Herodotus , in 


tradition, alleges very reaionably, that if it had been m king 
Priam’s power to reftore Helen , he would certainly have done 
it, rather than fuffer the unfpeakable calamities that befel his 
family, his kingdom, arid himfelf, during the courfe of the 
war. Homer even mentions the arrival of Paris and Helen in 
Egypt, and fays that Menelaus went thither before he returned 
home to Sparta which voyage it is not likely he undertook at 
that time for pleafure. Neverthelefs Homer , and with him all 
the Greek poets (after whom the Latins have copied) except Eu¬ 
ripides , fupprefs the circumftance of Helen’s not being in Troy, 
as too favourable to the Trojan caufe. 

Th zGreiks The Greeks , after continuing a confiderable time wind-bound. 


land in 
Troas. 


arrived on the coaft of Troas, where, on their landing, they 
met with fo warm a reception, that they began to be fenfible of 
the difficulty of the enterprife. Being encamped in an enemy’s 
country, they quickly found themfelves diftreffed for want of 
provifions ; the fmallnefs of their veffels, which were without 
any decks, rendering them incapable of carrying fuch ftores 
of provifions as were neceffary to fupply the army. They were 
therefore obliged to divide their forces, fending part of them to 
cultivate the ground in the Thracian Cherfonefus , and part to 
rove about the feas, for the relief of the camp. All writers 
agree that the Greeks employed the firft eight or nine years in 
fcouring the Teas, pillaging the coafts, and reducing fuch cities 

_i *n j r* i i • t /-k • o 


the neighbouring countries and iflands, being joined in one 
body, and well ftored with provifions, approached. the city, 
with a defign to exert their utmoft efforts to put an end to the 

tedious war. . The Troians- in thp.'mpsm tim 


iflands as fided with the Troj 
t laft the feveral parties that i 
neighbouring countries an< 


body, and well 


A plague 
in the 
Grecian 

camp. 


tedious war. The Trojans , in the mean time, having been re¬ 
inforced with confiderable bodies both of mercenaries and allies, 
attacked the Greeks , upon their firft invefting the town, with 
an army fcarce inferior to theirs in number. A plague foon 


by Apollo, becaufe A 


Homer 


one 


* 
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one or his priefts: but Heraclides on this pafiage informs us, 
that it was occafioned by the violent heats and peftilentious 
vapours raifld by the fun, the Greeks being encamped among 
fens and marfhes. The plague was foon followed by a quarrel Qvt ar rel 
between Agamemnon and Achilles , Agamemnon having forcibly 
taken from Achilles his captive Brifeis , to fupply the place of u j ?l Us 
the prieft’s daughter, whom he had reftored, to appeafe the „ ltJ \ a 
wrath of Apollo. Achilles , on this rupture, retiring with his mem „J tt 
forces to his (hips, the Trojans , in the mean time, defeated the 
Greeks in feveral tallies, in one of which Patroclus , the friend 
of Achilles , was ilain by HeSior. His lofs occafioned the recon¬ 
ciliation of Agamemnon and Achilles , whore furling to the camp, - 
revenged the death of his friend, by killing Hettor ; but was 
foon after flain himfelf by Paris. The Greeks at length made Troy . 




IcS 

ga- 


memnon . 


themfelves mailers of the city; but whether by force, ftrata- taken, 
gem, or treachery,. is uncertain. All writers agree that It was 
taken by night; fome alleging that /Eneas and Antenor , finding 
Priam unreafonably obftinate, concluded a feparate peace with 
the Greeks , betraying the city into their hands. The poets tell 
us, that it was taken by the contrivance of a wooden horfe, 
that is, according to fome, the Greeks entered the city by the 
Susan gate, over which was the picture or ftatue of a horfe. 

Others think they entered the town thro’ a breach made in the 
wall by fome wooden engine called a horfe. Having taken pof- 
feffion of the city, they laid it in alhes, ; the inhabitants that 
did not efcape being either all put to. the fword, or made cap¬ 
tives. Thus ended the kingdom of Troy, after having flood, 
from Teucer to Priam , 296 years, according to the common 
computation. 

The Greeks , in their return home, met with various adven- The ad- 
tures, and many of them were driven on far diftant coafts. ventures of 
Mnejlheus king of Athens died at Melos. Teucer the fon of Tela- t ne Greeks 
mon fettled in Cyprus , where he built the city of Salamis. Aga- in their 
penor, who commanded the Arcadians , built in the fame illand return 


return 


the city of Paphos. Pyrrhus the fon of Achilles fettled in Epirus, home, 
diax the fon of Oileus was loft. Many who got fafe home were 
obliged to put to lea again, in quell of new flats, their territo- 


obliged to put to fea again, in quell of new flats, their territo¬ 
ries having been feized by others during their abfence. Aga¬ 
memnon arrived fafe at Mycena , where he was, foon after his 
arrival, murdered by his wife Clytemnejlra. His fon Orejles, 
however, revenged his death, by the murder of Clytemnejlra , of 
Mgyflhus her gallant, and of Helen their daughter; for which 
murders he was tried and acquitted by the Areopagus. The 
adventures of TJlyJfes are related by Homer in a fabulous man¬ 
ner j but that fome years pall before he got home, may have 
fome foundation in hiftory. On the whole, it appears that the 
war proved no lefs fatal to the conquerors than to the 


conquered. 


As for the Trojans , the greateft part 
general daughter fled to diftant regions, 
he bottom of the Adriatic 


gdjfti. 


of thofe who efcaped the and of 
Antenor led a colony to the T r 0 - 


Helenus , one of Priam's fons, jam. 

fettled 


f 
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The ex¬ 
tent of 
Myfia . 
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fettled in Macedonia , where he built the city of Ilium. Some 
fay, that during the liege he went over to the Greeks, and 
fhewed them in what manner they might eafily mailer the city. 
All the Roman writers allure us Mneas fettled in Italy , and there 
founded the kingdom of Alba, the Cesfars affe&ing to derive 
their pedigree from him, as the other Ronians did theirs from the 
Trojans who accompanied him. Others think, that having ga¬ 
thered together the fcattered remains of the Trojans , he rebuilt 
the city, and that his defendants and the defendants of He ft or, 
reigned there till the country was fubdued by the Lydians , who 


ed 


Afia Minor. The 


CJ 

ble. Strabo all 
for many years 
Troy. Agathocles 


of Mneas 


of Heftor and Mneas 


Mneas 



Scepfi: 


Feflus , 


city of Bere 


cynthia, not far from Troy. Homer alfo fuppofes Mneas 
remained in Phrygia ; for he introduces Neptune , alluring him 
that he and his pofterity fhould reign over the Trojans . To 

Bochart adds two arguments of no fm»l 


thefe authorities 


antient Troja 


Venus , Apollo 


ght, 


Phryg 


leaf fimilitude 




T 
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The Hi/lory of the Mysians 

untnr 
Myfoi 


from the 


tree remarkably abounded here. It was divided into the lefler 
and greater Myfia. The lefTer, or Myfia Minor, lay on the 
louth-eaft nde of the Propontis , having the two Phrypias on 
the fouth and eaft. The greater, or Myfia Major , had the 
/Egean lea on the weft, Phrygia Major on the eaft, Phrygia 
Minor on the north, and on the fouth Molia. What Strak 

Ma } * We iltIL f ° 11 °!! ed L calIs W ta M A\^ t 0 J em y calls Myfn 


Rhi ndacus 


'f Myfn 


■Myfia Minor 


The 


ropontis , but joined 
Alexander the Great 


the conti 

This city 



Felius voce Roma. Bochart. Epift. utrum iEneas unquam fuit® 


Italiae. 


when 


* 
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when firft known to the Romans , was one of the greateft > and 
richeft of all Afia y and hence was ftiled by Floras the Rome of 
Afia. Among its many magnificent buildings, the chief temple is 
mightly cried up by the antients. The whole ftru&ure was of 


olifhed marble, and the joinings all covered with lines of gold. 


e pillars were four cubits thick and fifty high, each of one 
In after ages this city made a glorious Hand againft 

i loft under its walls no fewer than 300,000 

As for the beauty. 



piece 
Mithridates, who 


men, and after all could not conquer it 
greatnefs, riches and laws of this city, we refer our reader to 
Jppian (in Mithrid. ) It was ruined by an earthquake, and 


the fallen marbles and pillars were conveyed to ConJlantinopU 


to embellifli that city. At prefent it is little better than a vil¬ 


lage, and known under the names of Chizico , Spiga 9 and 
Palormi *. 

In this country was alfo Parium , now a village. In this 
city, which is faid to have received its name from Parus the 
fon of Jafon, was a naked Cupid deemed no ways inferior to the 
famous Venus at Cnidos. The antient Parians were a colony 
of the Mileftans , and the more modern of the Romans. 

Lampfacus , which was feated at the entrance of the Propontis , 
had a capacious and fafe harbour, and a noble temple confecrated 
to Cybele. It was built, according to fome, by the Phocenfes , ac¬ 
cording to others by Priapus , who was a native of this city, 
and the moft infamous of all the heathen deities. It was m 
antient times famous for its wine, and on that confideration 
given by Artaxerxes to Themtftocles in his exile, Priapus was 
worfhiped here in a particular manner, and his temple was a 


erfe& 


pern 

luft. 


fink of lewdnefs, a very 
This city is ftill in a tol< 


fchool of the moft unnatural 
erable good condition, fituated 


in a pleafant plain, and furrounded with vineyards which pro¬ 


duce excellent wine. The Greeks call it Lampfaco , and the Turks 
Lepfeck . 

In midland Myfia , which according to Strabo lay between the 
river Rhindacus and mount Jda^ Stephanus places the city of 
Apollonia on the banks of the Rhindacus. But according to 
others, it was feated on an illand in a lake called AbouilTona 9 
25 miles in compafs, and 8 miles wide f. 

The chief rivers in Myfia Minor are the Rhindacus and the 
Granicus ; the firft now called Lartacho and the other Soufau - 
ghirli. In this part of Myfia ftands mount Olympus , one or t 


the 


higheft in Afia , and great part of the ye 
The city of greateft note in Myfia Major was Pergamus , feated 
on a fpacious plain on the banks of the Caicus. It was the 
royal feat of the Attalic kings and of Eumenes , and enriched 
with a library containing 200,000 choice volumes. King 
Eumenes propofing to cauTe all the valuable books then extant 


ear covered with fnow. 




* Flor. 1. iii. Plin. 1. xxxvi. Xiphilin. in Dion. Hefych, Erafm. Chi¬ 
liad. 


•f Touinefort, 




to 
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to be tranfcribed, and being denied papyrus from Egypt, was 
obliged to have recourfe to fome other material, which gave 
occafion to the invention of parchment, thence called by the 
Latins Charta Pergamena. In Pergamus were likewife invented 
thofe coftly hangings which, we call tapeftry, and the Romans 
name Aula a, from Aula, z hall. This city was one of the feven 
churches mentioned in the Revelations. 

On the coafts of the greater Myjia were feated the following 
cities, Antandrus, Scepfis, AJfus, Aaramyttium, Pitane, &c. 

The foil of this country is one of the fineft and richeft in 
AJia , and is celebrated as fuch by the antients. As to the ori- 
Origin of gin of the My ftans, Herodotus informs us that they were Lydians 
the My- by defcent. Others derive them from the Phrygians, and tell 
fiam . us, that Myfus, their fuppofed progenitor, was not a Lydian but 

a Phrygian. According to Strabo, they originally came from 
Europe, from about Bojnia and Bulgaria. 

Their cha- Antiently they feem to have had the character of a warlike 
rafter. people * j but in after ages they became fo degenerate, that 

they were looked upon as the moft contemptible arid infigni- 
ficant nation on the earth the laj}^ of the Myfians, being an ex- 
preffion among the Greeks to fignify a perfon of no worth or 
merit. They were prone to tears, and on that account em¬ 
ployed by the Greeks to attend their funerals f. Their lan¬ 
guage was in all likelihood the fame as the Phrygian and Trojan, 
with fome variation of dialed!:. We are quite in the dark as to 
their manners, cuftoms, arts and fciences. 

Religion. Their religion was much the fame with that of the neigh¬ 
bouring Phrygians . Their priefts abftained from flefli, and 
were not allowed to marry; and it was a ceremony pradtifed 
among them, to facrifice a horfe and eat his entrails before they 
were admitted to the priefthood. 

Their hif- Their government appears in the early ages not to have 
tory. been monarchical, as there is no mention of their, kings till the 

Argonautic expedition. Their firft king we find mentioned is 
Olympus, who is faid to have married the niece of Dardanm 
king of Troy. 

The next is Teuthras, who is faid to have reigned over the 
Myfians, Cilicians, and Ceteans. By his firft: wife he had a 
daughter named Agriope, and afterwards marrying Auge the 
grandaughter of the king of Arcadia , he gave Agriope to her 
fon Telephus, whom fhe had had by Hercules. Ticmeffa , ano¬ 
ther of his daughters, was the captive of Ajax the fon of 
Telamon. 

As he had no fon, he was fucceeded by Telephus the natu¬ 
ral fon o{ Hercules by Auge, who in the Trojan war firft fided 
with king Priam, but was afterwards prevailed upon by the 
Greeks to ftand neuter. He had two foils, Eurypylus and La- 
tinus , which laft is faid to have led a colony of Ceteans into 


* Herod. 1 . vii. Plin. 1 . vil. j Strab. 1 . xii. jEfchyl, in Perf. 

Italy . 
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Italy** Eurypylus , according to fome, was killed in the Tro¬ 
jan war; according to others fucceeded. h is father, or reigned 
over the Cilicians. His fon Arms was flain in a fingle combat 
by Amphialus the fon of Neoptolemus, who poflefled himfelf of 
the kingdom of Myfta f. We read of no other kings of Myfta 
till many ages after, when the Attalic family reigned at Perga* 
inns, which we fhall fpeak of in its proper place. 



SECT, V. 

/' 



A h L the antient writers agree that Lydia was firft called Lydia 

Meonia, from Meon king of Phrygia and Lydia, and Was whence fo 
afterwards called Lydia, from 1 Lydus the fon of king Atys. Bo* called. 
chart denies that there ever were fuch perfons as Meon and 
Lydus, and thinks this country, as well sis Ethiopia, was called 
Lydia from the Phenician word Luz, whichdignifies to bend or 
wind, they being watered by the moft remarkable winding 
rivers, the Meander and the Nile. The nime Meonia he takes 
from a Greek tranflation of the word Luk ; and according to 
Stephanas , the Meander was antiently called Meon. -■ 

The maritime part of this country was properly called Lydia , 
and the inland Meonia, in antient times j but when the Ionians 
had planted a colony on the coafts, and began to make fome 
figure, that part was called Ionia, and the name of Lydia given Jt s boun- 
to the antient Meonia, having on the eaft Phrygia Major;, on daries. 
the north Myfta Major, and on the fouth Curia. What the 
antients ftile the kingdom of Lydia, was not confined within 
thefe narrow boundaries, but extended, efpecially under’ the » 
latter kings, from the river Halys to the Mgean fea. 

The chief city of Lydia . was Sardis, lea ted • at the foot ,of 
mount Tmolus on the banks of Pattolus. It was utterly ruined 
by an earthquake, and rebuilt by Tiberius. There are ftill to 
be feen the. ruins of a large palace, and two magnificent 
churches, with a great many pillars and cornifhes of marble. 

Philadelphia, formerly the fecond city of Lydia, flood in a 
fpacious and fruitful plain on the north fide of mount Tmolus > 

In this city were antiently celebrated the common feafts. of all 
Afia, as appears from an infcription quoted by Span. This city, 
as well as Sardis , was one of the feven churches, and continued 
to make a good figure under the Greek emperors. . 

Tkyatica, ai colony of the Macedonians , as Strabo informs us, 
was iituated in a pleafant plain not far from the river Hermus. 

It was another of the feven churches, and is at prefent a place 

♦ k * 


\ 


f 


+ Strab. 1. xiii. Paufan. in Atticis. 
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* * 
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of fome trade for corn and cotton, and inhabited by about 5000 
! Turks. 

Magnefta , by the Turks called Guzithizar y feated on the Me¬ 
ander was formerly a city of great note, and is ftill a large, 
handfome, and well-built city. It was for fome time the feat of 
the Ottoman empire, and is rail the capital of Carafta. 

Another city of the fame name flood at the foot of mount 

Sypilus, which is the only mountain in Lydia of any note. Plu¬ 
tarch informs us, that Sypilus was likewife named the thunder 
mountain, becaufe it thundered more frequently there than on 
any other mountain of Afta, Mount Tmolus , and in more an- 
tient times Timolus , was once very famous for its wine and 
faffron. 

Among the chief rivers are the Pafiolus, called by the an- 
tients Chryforhoas , from the colour of its fands, which fhine like 
gold; the Cayfter, celebrated by the poets for the fwans that 
frequented its hanks. It has almoft as many windings, accord¬ 
ing to Span, as the Meander itfelf; but neither have near fo 
many, according to Tournefort , as the Seine below Paris. 

Origin of As to the origin of the Lydians , nothing can be faid with cer- 
tbe Lydi- tainty. We know only that they were a very antient nation, 

as is manifeft from their very fables 5 for Atys, Tantalus , Pelops , 
Niobe , and Araehne, are all faid to have been the children of 
Lydus. Xanthus , as quoted by Stephanas , fays, that Afcalon, 
one of the five Satrapies of the Philtjlines, was built by Afcalus 
a Lydian. The government of Lydia, from the earlieft anti¬ 
quity, appears to have been monarchical; and their kings, as far 
as can be gathered from their conduit, feem to have been des¬ 
potic, and their crown hereditary. We read of three diftinit 
races of kings reigning over Lydia, namely, the Atyades , the 
Heraclida, and the Mermnades, the Atyadee having all reigned 
prior to the Trojan war, 

Their cha- The Lydians , as to their character, muft be confidered at dif- 
rafter. ferent times. Under Crafus, and fome of his predeceflors, 

they were without doubt a warlike people; but Cyrus the Great, 
after he had conquered them, enjoining them to wear long 
vejS$, and apply themfelves to fuch arts and callings only as 
had a natural tendency to debauch their manners and enervate 

their courage, they came by degrees a moft voluptuous and 
effeminate race. 

The foil of this country, by reafon of the many rivers that 
watered it, was exceeding fruitful. It was alfo enriched with 

leveral mines, whence Cresjus is faid to have drawn his im- 

rnehfe wealth. 

•» 

Religion. The religion of the Lydians feems to have been much the 

fame with that of the Phrygians , which we have already fpoken 
of. 

Manners Their cuftoms, a § Herodotus informs us, differed little from 
and cuf- th°* e of the Greeks; pxcept that they ufed to proftitute their 
tom?. daughters, who after eajrning a competent dowry by this bafe 

mete were allqwed to piarry whoever they pleafed. They 

punifhcd 
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punlflied idlenefs as a crime, and inured their children from 
their very infancy to hardfliips. Their arms were long fpears, 
and in horfemahfhip they far excelled all other nations. They 
were the firft that introduced the art of coining gold and filver 
to facilitate trade, the firft that fold by retail, that kept eating- 
houfes and taverns, that invented public fports and ftiews, 
which were therefore called Ludi by the Romans . 

There is no where any account of their trade j but when ( 

Lydia was in the meridian of its glory, it may well be fuppofed 
to have been very confiderable. 

Their firft king whonx we find mentioned in hiftory is Maf- Their hifi. 
ties, or Manesj who is faid to have been the fon of the earth , tory. 
which in the language of the antients denotes him to have Manes the 
been of mean extraction. Heraclides mentions an anonymous firft king, 
king of Lydia who was raifed to the throne from the abject 
condition of a journeyman or Have to a Cartwright at Cyma, 
the Lydians , probably from fome anfwer of the oracle, paying 
a fum of money for his ranfom. This fortunate flave may 
have been Manes , tho’ we muft own it is more likely that 
their monarchy had been founded before this tranfaCtfon. 

Mafnes was fucceeded by his fon Cotys, and Cotys by his fon Cotyt. 

Atys. During the .reign of the laft, the counfcy having been Atys. 
afflided with a great famine 18 years, the Lydians ,' on that oc¬ 
casion, are faid to have invented dice, balls, and other diver- 
fions, to render them the lefs ibnfible of their calamity, amu- 
fing themfelves with play whole days without eating or drink¬ 
ing, and fpendirig the next day in feafting. This ftrange man¬ 
ner of diverting their calamity, however, not fucceeding, Atys 
divided the whole nation into two bodies, who having caft lots 
to determine which of them Ihould leave their country in queft 
of new fettlements, that part who were obliged to remove, 
took ihipping at Smyrna under Tyrrhenus the king’s youngeft 
fon, and fettled in Umbria , now called Tufcany, where they 
took the name of Tyrrhenians from their leader. 

Lydus , the elder brother of Tyrrhenus , fucceeded his father on Lydiu. 
the throne, and gave his name to the coimtry, which before 
had been called Meonia. 


Alcymus appears next, but it is uncertain whom he fucceed- Alcymuu 
ed. He is reprefented as an excellent prince, who confulted 
chiefly the welfare of his fubjeCts, who in gratitude affembled 
in the feventh year of his reign, and offered up prayers and 
facrifices for his health and profperity. 

Adrymetes is mentioned by Athenaus as the firft that employed Adrymetes . 
women in fiich fervices as were aifigned to eunuchs by other 
kings. 

Cambletes , or Cambles , a debauched prince, who murdered his Cambktes. 
wife, and afterwards revenged her death by laying violent 
hands on himfelf. , 

Tmolus , according to Plutarch , having ravifhed Arrhipe, one Tmolus, 
of Diana*s followers, was inftigated by the goddefs to throw 

hhnfeif 
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himfelf headlong from a precipice, being buried oj 
Tmolus. by his fon arid fucceffor Theocly 


mouiit 


After Theoclymenus reigned Marfyas , who is faid by Solinus 

city of Archippena in Italy. 

Marfyas was fucceeded by Jardanes , a profligate prince, i 


Jardanes. whofe reign all rnanner of lewdnefs 


that 


* 

Omphale. 


*, could hot find fhelter 
Omphale , on the death 


juruunes, a. piuiiigdic prince, m 

/dnefs prevailed in the kingdom 
Omphale , the king’s only daugh- 


feverity 


whom fhe 


o J' 

punill 


fing the flaves all over the kingdom to be fhut 


miftrefles, extended 


tion. 


Hercules , fhe 


Alcaus. 


Accordin 
the throne, bein 
reigned Belus 



Alcaus 


Ale mi 



tnus 


Arg, 


of Hercules. After Ale am 
/hich laft transferred the 


Argon , 


royal feat to Sardis. Herodotus will ha\ 
the Heraclida that reigned in Lydia , an 
grandfon of Hercules by one of Omphale 


Leon, &c. reigned 36 years ; Adryfus by Alyaftes 


Adryfus , who 


yea 

Alyattes by Meles , who reigned 12. 


Candaules 


of this fecond race, 


Bef. Ch. 'the throne, during 22 generations, for 505 years 

0 • 1 • 1 f 1 1 f t ^ 


He 


735 


his imprudence both his life and kingdom; for thinking his 

• r . _ 1. 1 m ^ 1 1 . 1 .1 n ■% 1 r 1 


moft 




rite, whom he even compelled to ftand in a private place in his 


fhe 


-- / -- - -Q--- --- 

to go to bed. The queen having difeovered him 1 
but, fupprefled her refentmerit till next morning agairift her 


fhe 


fhe 


/ w 

honour. Sendi 

muft attone for the crime he had been guilty of, either by fuf- 
fering death himfelf, or by putting to death Candaules the con- 
triver, to receive both her and the kingdom of Lydia for his re¬ 
ward. Gyges not being able to prevail with her to alter her 
purpofe, accordingly murdered the king while he was afleep, 

1 .1 1 rr * /*» 0 /* .1 « * . 1 • 


which 


kingd 
Delphtc 


m 


up arms to revenge the death of their prince. 
Gyges , in 


Gyges. 

Bef. Gh. prefents to 


gratiti 

Delph 


680. 


ing 30 talents, and 
made war on thofe 
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of Miletos and Smvrna. took the eitv 



e 


of Co¬ 


lophon , and fubdued the whole country of Troas. According to 
Plutarch and other writers, who make no mention of the queen, 

__j_• n ri 7 7 i 1 • . ^ 


againft Candaules , and flew him 


menfc 
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ment. As to his fabulous ring mentioned by Plato and Tally 
we refer the reader to Tzetzes, Suidas^ Philojlratus^ &c. , • *v . 
Gwes, after reigning 38 years, was fucceeded by his fon Ar 

ns'. The Cim 
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It the Milefti 
Ajia Minor j 


we 


find no where mentioned. Herodotus only informs us, that they 
took pofleflion of Sardis , but could never win the caftlb. 


Jr 


was 


war with the Milefians during 
the greateft part of his reign. His fon and fuceeffor Alyattes , 
forthefpace of fix years, waged a bloody war withCyaxares 
king of the Medes , on account of fome Scythian refugees, ? who 
having fled into his kingdom from Media , he refufed to deliver 
up. This war was carried on with various fuccefs, and in the 
fixth year, while both armies were engaged, t]hey were Sud¬ 
denly ftruck with a pannic by a total eclipfe of the fun, which 
had been foretold by Thales. Both parties immediately retreat¬ 
ing, a peace was Soon after concluded by the mediation of 
Syennejis king of Cilicia , and Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon . 
The peace was ftrengthened by a marriage between Jryenis 
the daughter of Alyattes , and AJlyages the fon of Cyaxares. Aly~ 
attes next employed all his forces acrainfl- tVip . on/1 of. 

ter a war of fome years, had the 
dom of fuch troublefome guefts. 

fuccefs againft the Smyrneans , whom he worfted in feveral bat¬ 
tles, and at laft made himfelf mafter of their capital and whole 
country. The war which his father had begun being ftill car- 



Milejians 


ravaging the Mi left 


12 th fummer, the Lydian^ 


Minerva at AJJefus. Alyattes 

Delphos to rebuili 
de a truce till thf 
Of Miletus 


tern 


pie fliould be rebuilt. Thrafybulus prince_, __ 

flrous of a peace, caufed all the corn in the city to be brought 
into the market-place, and ordered the people to revel and ban¬ 
quet in public ; which appearance made the Lydian ambalTa- 
dors conclude that the Milefians had great ftore of provilions. 
Alyattes therefore' granted him a peace, and ever after lived in 
friendftnp with the Milefians. He had two foris, Crcefus by a 


Garian and Pantaleon by an Ionian. 

TT -• • ^ « 


Crcefus , Cree/u 


who enlarged his dominions fo as to be no ways inferior to Bef. Ch. 


any prince of his time. Crcefus having reduced the Ephefu 


Malians 


S 6z * 


a yearly tribute. He 


Afi 


and attacking the inhabitants of the iflands ; but Bids , or ac¬ 
cording to fome, Pittacus , arriving at Sardis, and telling him, 

_*__ ^ .y . . ■» • n t u i.ti . « 


of _._,_ 

attack him by land, he thanked the gods 


with 
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with fuch a refolution, as his chief ftrength confifted in cavalry, 
Bias replying, that the iflanders had no fuch intention, but 
would be as glad to hear of his fitting out £hips as- he was to 
hear of their buying horfes, Croefus reflected on the rafhnefs 
of his defign, laid it afide, and concluded an alliance with all 

’ ■'* * theiflands. Not long after he fubdued the 


the Greeks inhabiting 
Phryg 
dans * 



Hah 


and all the nations that lav between 


. Thu 

PampL 


Athendue ,, out of Berofus , mentions a fignal victory he 


many 


gained over the Sacaans , a Scythian nation. Grasfi 
victories, having acquired great fame and renown, 
men of that age went to Sardis on purpofe to fee him, and 

ig others, Solon the Athenian lawgiver. Solon was enter- 
d in the royal palace with gre; 


am on 


tame 


(hewing him all his wealth 


ty by Croefus , 
ficence. afked 


who was the haoDieft man 


hefitation 


felf. Solon , who was an enemy to. all flattery, anfwered, that 
Tellus the Athenian was the happieft man he had ever feen, who 
had many fons and grandfons, who all furvived him; and after 
having enjoyed all tne happinefs which the condition of mor¬ 
tals is capable of, ended his life in a moft glorious manner in 


field of battle 


**— O' 

the public 




He 


Tellus 


his memory. Craft 

whc 


i 


„ w afked him who was the 
Solon replied, Cleohis and Biton, 


two Argians, who were victorious in the Olympic games. When 


to 


Juno, was 

the temnle of the sroddefs. the oxen whic 


fhould 
is took 


The mother being 


and drew the chariot the fpace of 45 furlongs 


fhe 


reward her children with what fhe thought would be moft ad 


vantageous 


The two 



both afleep, and died 

jn tne temple; ana tne Argians , in commemoration of their 
piety, caufed their ftatues to be made and dedicated at Delphi. 
Croefus fhewing himfelf highly diflatisfied with Solon for pre- 
fering the condition of private .men to that of fo rich and pow¬ 
erful z prince as he, the philofopher informed him, that it 
was impofiible to judge of the happinefs of any man before 
death, and that all things ought to be meafured by their end. 
Whereupon 1 he was difmified by Croefus as a man of little pene¬ 
tration. Not long after the departure of Solon , Croefus loft 
his favourite fon Atvs. who was accidentally killed at the chace 

ia. who 


of a wild boar, by Adraflus fon of Gordius Icing of Phry t 
was then a refugee at Sardis . This lofs was no fmalf 


to 


his happinefs j but after he had continued difconfblate for two 
years, the conqueft of Cyrus , and the growing power , of the 

Per fans, 
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Perjians , again roufed up his martial fpirits. Judging it expe¬ 
dient to check as foqn as poffible the ambitious defigns of Cy¬ 
rus, he fent dire£tly to the oracle of Jupiter Ammon , and 
to feveral Grecian oracles, to make a trial of their know- 


might know which of them to advife 
of the ambafladors to a Ik the oracle 


He 


1 a certain fixed day, what Crcefus was then doing at Sar- 
The ‘Delphian oracle alone giving a true and fatisfaftory 


anfwer, he immediately offered to the Delphic Apollo 


confuting of 3000 oxen,'and heapi 


veflels of gold, and 1 
commanding the Lyd, 


ung 
. he 


them 


filver. 


So 


this occafion, that 117 tiles were made 


fix fpans in length, the (horteft 


three ; but all one (pan in thicknefs. Thefe, with 


lion weighing ten talents, and a 


prefents, Crcefi 
lfadors to enau 


molt 


✓ 

aeainft the Perilous 


the Haly 


t 


e Delphic oracle, enjoining 
he fliould undertake a war 
fwered, that if Crcefus paf* 


pable of 
however. 


enquire wnetner ne mould undertake a 
. The oracle anfwered, that if Crcefus 
// put an end to a vajl empire ; which was 


mp 

lg interpreted either ofPerf a ox Lydia. Grcef 
tnout helitation, interpreting the anfwer to 1 


Perfu 


could, marched into Cappadocia 

% « # in 1 1 r « t 


is, and railing 
len belonging 
Having taken 


city of rteria, he allowed his troops to ravage the' country 
Cyrus advancing, a general engagement enlued, in which 


tfever, neither party could claim the advantage. Both Tides 
remaining inactive next day, Crcefus began to refleft, that as 
his army was much inferior in number to that of Cyrus, it would 
be imprudent to rifk a fecond engagement, ana therefore he 
marched back to Sardis , where he dilbanded his troops, order-) 
ing them to reaflemble at the end of five months, when he ex¬ 
pected fuccours from the Babylonians, Egyptians , Athenians , and 
Lacedemonians. Cyrus, however, purfuing him with the great- 
eft expedition, appeared to his great furprife in the plains of 
Sardis, where, in a fecond battle, Crcefus was defeated, and 
Sardis, about 14 days after, being taken by ftorm, Crcefus himr- Sardis 
felf was made prifoner, and an end put to the Lydian king- taken by 
dom, which continued fubj e£t to the Per fans till they alfo were t h e p er l 
conquered by the Macedonians. In the taking of thetown, fi ans 

Crcefus himfelf would have been killed, had not his fecond (bn, and Cree- 
v/ho till that time had been fpeechlefs, upon feeing the Per- r „j ’ 

fan ready to ftrike the blow, inftahtly cried out, kill not Grcefus/nrir^, 
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Being conduced to Cyrus, the conqueror ordered him to be put 
in fetters, and placed on a great pile of wood, with a defign to 
burn him and fourteen young Lydians in honour of the gdds. 
Crcefus then recolle&ing the words of Solon, that no man can 
truly be called happy before his death, pronounced thrice that 
great philofopher’s name. Cyrus hearing him, and being inform¬ 
ed what induced him to invoke Solon, caufed him to be taken 

down 


549 


f 
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from the pile, 
;llors. Xenoph 


treatment 


-when he was firft 
humanity**. 


and ranked him among 
#, however, makes no 
that Cvrus received <his 


<■ vx uus 

prifoner 
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Itbe Hijiory of the Ly cians 
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HIS country was at firft called My lias, or Tremih, from 
_ the Mylia, a people of Crete who fettled here f, and af¬ 
terwards Lycia, from Licus the fon of Pandion king of Athens. 
The The proper Ltd a was bounded on the fouth by the Meditd- 

_ , * * 1 * v t v\ T • Hif • l e n ' . i »n 

bounda- ranean , on the north by 


3y Phrygia Major and part of Pamphilia , 
, and Pamphilia on the eaft. The moft 
remarkable cities on the fea-coafts are Telmcffus ; Patara , after¬ 
wards called Arfinoe by Ptolemy Philadelpbus , after his wife, and 


ries of by Caria on the weft 

Lycuz, 


famous for the oracle 


j rtoiemy 

of Apollo , 


who is faid to have refided here 


The ori- 


the fix winter months in the year; Myra , which was the me¬ 
tropolis of Lycia when a Roman province, and confequently in 
the chriftian times an archbifhop’s fee; Olympus ; Phafelis , 
which city, in the time of the Romans , was an infamous neft of 
pyrates, and all fwift veflels were denominated from them Pba- 
feli. In midland Lycia, Strabo reckons the following towns: 
Pinara, Cragus , Tlos, Simena, See. The people in this part of 
the country were called Xanthians, from the chief river Xan- 
thus. Befides the famous mountain Taurus , which begins in 
this province and extends to the eaftern ocean, there was alfo 
in Lycia the mountain Chimara which vomited flames. The 
foil of the country, is very fruitful, and the air reckoned very 
wholefome.. 

The Lycians , according to Herodotus and others J, were de¬ 


gin of the feended of. the Cretans ; Sarpedon , who had been driven out 
Lycians. of the illand by his brother Minos , fettling in Mylias with 

thofe Cretans who had followed him, and driving out the Ma¬ 
lians and Solymi the antient inhabitants, founded a new king¬ 
dom. After the death of Sarpedon , they took the name of 
Lycians , from Lycus an Athenian refugee who had fled thither. 
Plato and Diodorus Si cuius , however, reckon the Lycians among 
the Greek nations in AJia §. They were antiently a very power¬ 
ful and warlike people, confidering the fmallnefs of their coun¬ 
try. According to Pliny, they had 36 large and populous 


1 . 

1. 


* Herod. 1 . i. Xenoph. Cyrop. Polyasn. Pint, in Solon, f Herod. 
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and extended their power on the Teas 


far as Italy. 
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pfhey are highly commended by antient writers for their fo- Their 

, All matters of m ^ cw 


confequence were 


\ - I rr n— 7 a. majority OI 

votes in a general aflembly or diet, compofed of deputies from 
their chief cities, fome fending three, others two, and the leaft 
one deputy. Whence we may conclude, that their govern- 

of* Ipoft t n Iflffoi* ftrn^A _-__t T 


their monarchs no ways abfolute. This form of government 
they maintained even under the Romans , but with*this differ¬ 
ence, that their decrees had no validity unlefs confirmed bv 

the Roman governor or fenate *. At hrft their government 
fopmc tn haw Kpph either monarchical- ' n * * - 


ariffocratical 


phusi and Pandarus 


Bellerophon y Sarpedon> Lycus , Tele 


time 


r> 4 l .-•' .« . *>■ me lame 

Be that as it will, in procels of time all Lycia became 

fn nnp nrinrp 4 - TTiJe £~/i r..L i y i i 


fubj zSt to one prince f. This 
I Jus, and afterwards 


Thofe of Xanthus 


, general Harpagus with incredible bravery. 

Being overpowered with numbers, and forced to retire into 
their city, they fhut up-their wives, children. Haves, and all 
their riches in the caftle, to which they fet fire; and then en¬ 
gaging th emfelves by a folemn oath to die together, they return¬ 
ed to the held of battle, renewed the fight, and were all killed 
to a man. The Byaans continued to be governed by their 
own kings even after they were fubdued by the Perfians to 
whom they paid an annual tribute. They fell with the Per- 
Jims under the power of the Macedonians , and afterwards of 
the Seleuctdes j but Anttochus the Great being confined by the 
Romans beyond mount Taurus , they granted Lycia to th“ 

and afterwards declared. it .a free c6untry. The 
ror Claudius •, provoked at their domeftic diffenfioi 
reduced their country into the form of a province. 


length 


from, thofe of the Cretans , from 

cuftom pecu¬ 
liar to mem; tor they took their names not from their fathers 

but their mothers. Belides, if a free-born woman married a 

ilave, her children enjoyed all the privileges of citizens : but 

on the contrary, if a man of ever fo great a family married a 

Have or foreigner, their children were incapable of enjoying 

any honours, or bearing any public employment t. They pre- 

lerved the Cretan religion as well as cuftoms. 1 F ‘ 

The names and fucceffion of their kings are all buried in Their 
obffunty. We find mention only of three of their kings. hiftorv 

ChimI°ri arUh Wh ° 1S fab Cd f ° haVe nouriflled the monfter 7 ‘ 

yabates , whofe daughter Sihenobaa was marriprl 


ting of the Arg 


Belleroph 



t Idem. 1. i 


* Strab. 1. xiv. -J- Herod, 1. vii 
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to comply with her unchafte defires, falfely accufed him 


her huiband, who fent him 
him to revenge the affront offered 


7 


defirin 


t 


of the bearer. Jobates expofed Bellerophon to feveral hazardoui 


expeditions, in 



v the death 

1 hazard™. 


that he would be cut off 


chufing to embrue his hands in the blood of a ftrang 


Jobates 

him," and difcovering the calumny, gave him 
marriage, and 


Many 


years after reigned Cyberntjcus , who was one of Xerxes* admirals 

in his expedition againft Greece . 

* 

% 

SECT. VII. 


Cilicia 
whence fo 
called. 



T))e Hijiory of the antient Cilicians. 

ILIC 1 A L according to the Greek writers, borrowed 


name from Cilix the 

country 


Jofeph 


by Stephanas , Zonaras, and Hierom, it was antiently called Tarfi. 


Afu 


Tarjhijh the fon of Javan , who firft 
Bochart derives the name of Cilicia from the Phoenician 


word Challekim ,. fignifying a ftone, part of Cilicia being 
ftony, and at this day called by the Turks Tas Wileiethy th 


Its extent, the ftony province. Cilicia is bounded on the eaft 

Amanusy which feparates it from Syria, on the weft by Pam- 
philia, on the north by Cappadocia and Armenia Minor , and on 
the fouth by the Mediterranean. It is now called Caramania , 
having been the laft province of the Caramanian kingdom that 
held out againft the Ottoman race, and is on every fide, except 
towards the fea, furrounded by fteep and craggy mountains. 
By the antients the whole country was divided into Cilicia 
’, or Trachesa y on the weft, and Cilicia Campejlris on the 
The cities * in the firft rocky part mentioned by the an- 

Nagidus a Samian colony, Animurium, Arfmt , 
” as, Holmus or Holmia , Sarpedon 
on a fmall ifland. There were 
the Calyoadmusy Domitianopolis , Philadelpb, 

and Lamus. 



pa. 

Celender'iSy 

and Seba/l 




fo me, by the 


'ampejl\ 

Rhodit 


l Soli 
Argit 


or Soles, built, according to 


Crceft 


> 


their language. 


lofing 


elation and abfurd expreffions, that any impropriety of fpeech 

n- Solecifm. _ Others, however, derive the word Sole- 

Solenfes in Cilicia , but from the Solii in Cyprus, 



of this province was antiently Tarfi 


city 
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city of St. Prfa/. Some think it was founded by Tarjhijh the 
fon of "Javan ; but Strabo reckons Sardanapalus its founder, an 
antient monument being found in thofe parts with this infcrip- 
tion, Sardanapalus the jon of Anacyndaraxes built the cities of 
Anchiale and Tarfus in one day . At prefent it is palled by the 
‘Turks Hamfa, and by the Greeks Ter fa ; tho’ the Ter fans, to 
ingratiate theihfelves with Julius * Cafar , changed the antient 
name of their .city to that of Juliopofis. Not far from Tarfus 
flood Anchiale . Here werp alfo Anazarbum, Epiphania, Mopfu- 
efia, IJfus, famous for the Battle between Alexander arid Dari us ; 

Alexandria, built by Alexander the Great at the ftraits leading 
into Syria, which being conveniently fituated for trade, foon 
became one of the molr flourifliing cities in the world. ' It is 
at prefent called Scanderon and Alexandretta , and by Ptolemy is 
placed, tho’ improperly, in Syria . The rivers of note in Cili¬ 
cia are the Pyramus, . the Cydnus , famous for the rapidity of its 
ftream and coldnefs of its waters j the Calycadnus , the Lamus, 
the Sams, the Pinarus, &c. which difcharge themfelves into the 
Mediterranean, called in this place the fea of Cilicia . 

Cilicia Campefris, according to Ammianus Marcellinus, was 
one of the moft fruitful countries of all Afia \ but the weftera 
part equally barren, tho’ famous even to this day for an excel¬ 
lent breed of horfes. The air, tho’ reckoned very wh.olfome in 
the inland cities, is dangerous on the coafts to thofe that are 
not accuftomed to i t. 

"The firft inhabitants of this country, who, according to Jo- The ori- 
fephus, were the defendants of Tarjhifb, were in procefs of gin of the 
time driven out by a colony of Phoenicians under Cilix. It was Qiiciaus. 
alfo peopled in part afterwards by Syrians and Greeks, whence 
in fome places the Cilicians ufed the Greek tongue, and in others 
the Syriac; but the predominant language of the country was 
a dialect of the Perfan. 

The Cilicians are faid to have been a rough race of people. Their 
unfair in their dealings, cruel, great liars, arid were in the manners, 
Roman times entirely addi£ted to piracy. Their veflels infefted 
the whole Mediterranean fea for many years, and they were be¬ 
come fo formidable, that Pompey himfelf did not think it be¬ 
neath his greatnefs to undertake a war againft them, which he 
ended in the fpace of one month, having at the fame time 
attacked them both by lea and land, v/ith5oo flaips and 130,000 
men. 

The Cilicians, before they were fettled in Cilicia, were go- govern- 
verned in antient times by their own kings, and divided into me»t, and 
two petty kingdoms, namely, the Theban and the Cyrenejfan, hiflory. 
whicn were confined to the territories of each city. After their 
polfefling Cilicia, we find no mention made of their kings till 
the time of Cyrus, to whom they voluntarily fubmitted, being 
governed, however, by their own kings till the reign of Artax- 
crxes Mnemon *. Upon the death «of Alexander the Great, it 

1 1 .. » *^*^^^*^*^^ *‘1 1 ■ 1 * » » 
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* Xen, Cyrop. 1. vii. Diod ]. xvi. Curt. I. ii. 
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fell to the fhai 


by Pompey 
fecond 


and continued under his def- 


Cicero, who was the fecond governor of it, having re¬ 
duced feveral ftrong holds on mount Amanus , was faluted 


army he commanded, Imperator or General 


Being 


thus brought wholly under fubjedition, it was firft divided into 


Campejiris and Traches a 


king 


by the Romans. But the royal line becoming extindt in the 
jeign of Vejpajian , this alfo was made a province of the em¬ 
pire, and the whole divided into Cilicia Prima , Cilicia Secunda , 
and Ifauria j in which ftate it continued till the divifion of 

the empire. 

The firft of the Cilician kings mentioned by the antients is 
Eetion , who reigned at Thebes before he poflefled Cilicia. He 
aflifted Priam againft the Greeks ; but was killed by Achillea 
with feven of his fons, in. defence of his capital * 
mous Andromache , He ft or's wife, was his daughter. In Lyr- 
nejjus , at the fame time, reigned Evenus , mentioned by Homer, 
His fons. Mines and Epi/lropus , who fucceeded him. 


The 


were 


king 


Achilles. Svenne/is I 


Ah 


wno was a mediator net ween c .yaxares ana 
efts II. aflifted Xerxes in his expedition againft Greece, 
efts III. much againft his will, joined Cyrus the Younger 
ft his brother Artaxerxes. After his death, there is no 

of Cilicia , ap- 
fuppofed he was the 
country was fubdued 


mention of kings, 
pointed by the rerfti 


only of governors 
whence it is 


by Alexander 



* Homer Iliad. £. 
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The Hiftory of the Medes and Persians. 



CHAP. I. 


5 The Htftcry of Media 


SECT. I. 


• * 1 

fhe- defcription of Media, and an account of the 

Median government , laws, religion , &c. 


T HIS country derives its name from Madai the third fon 

of Japhet, as is plain from Scripture, where the Medes 
are conftantly called Madai. Some prophane writers 
derive its name from Medus 9 the fon of Medea and Jafon. Ac¬ 
cording to Ortelliusy it was alfo called Aria j and Sextus 
Rufus tells us, that in his time it was known by the name of 
Medena. 

It w 

of the 


on the ea 
nia Majt 



Parthia and Hy 

...rich, however, 1 
northern boundary 


by Perfs, Sufi ana and AJJyria , &c 


n antient times it was divided into feveral provinces j but by a 


Media Magna , 
patene 


were 


other Media Atropat, 


limply Airo 



Atropatene was that part which lay between mount Taurus 
and the Cafpian fea, fo called from one Atropatus , who bein 
governor of this province in the time of Darius , withfloo 
Alexander the Great , and tranfmitted the.country to his pofte- 
rity, who held it in Strabo’s time. This tradl was inhabited 
by the Cadufians and Cafpians , a favage race, originally fprung 
from the Scythians. Its chief cities were Gaza, Sanina 9 Fazina 


G 


and 


* 
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fpolis. To the fouth-eaft of Airopatene lay Media Ma r 


Ap 

all Media 


Regeia, Arjacia , 


the Median and Perftan monarchy, was built by Dejoces , called 
in the book of "Judith Arphaxad. The walls of this city, ac¬ 
cording to Herodotus , were feven in number, all of a circular 
form, and gradually rifing above each other by the height of the 
battlements of each wall, the ground rifing by an eafy afcent, 
and favouring the delign. T. he outermoft was 178 lurlongs in 
circuit, and had white battlements. The battlements of the 
fecond were black, of the third purple, of the fourth blue, and 
of the fifth deep orange; but the two innermoft, as ferving 
more immediately for a fence to the royal perfon of the king, 
were embellilhed above the others, the one being covered with 
filver, and the other with gold. Tho’ this account favours 
fomewhat of romance, yet that Echatan was a great and pow¬ 


erful city, is confirmed by good authority. 


f 7 ‘ 


dith we read that the walls of the city were 70 cubits high and 
50 cubits broad, built of hewn and polifhed Hone, each {tone 
being fix cubits in length and three in breadth : that the towers 
on the gates were 100 cubits in height, and the breadth in the 


foundation 60 cubits. Diodot 
the buildinff of this 


feen, carries back 


is now fo completely mined, that our modern travellers are at a 
lofs where to look for its fituation. According to the inoft 
probable opinion, Tauris is the antient and famous Ecbatan , 
tho’no magnificent ruins arc difcovered in its neighbourhood. 
Laodicea is counted bv Strabo, among the cities of Media, 

; of Perfia. Apamea is 


fometimes by Strabo adjudged to Media , am 
tbia . Ragea , or Rageia , is called by Ifido 
of Media. By Nicanor, who repaired it, it 
by which name it was known to Ptolemy ; but in the book of 
P’obit it is called Rages, and placed in the neighbourhood of 
Ecbatan. In process or time it became the feat ot the Parthian. 


Europ 


Its chief 


The 


f Arfacia , or Arfc 


and AJjyria , and Z dgius, alio on the confines towards AJjyria., 
now called Adilbegian. On the borders of Perfia, according toP/t- 
Icmy, {lands Parachoatria. The Orontes, in the neighbourhood of 
Ecbatan, the Jafoniiis, and the Cor onus, are, in the ftridtefl fenfc, 
mountains of Media, as arifing in the very heart of the coun¬ 
try. The rivers of note are, according to Ptolemy, the Strattn j 
the Amardus , the Cyrus, and the Cambyfes. As to the Cafpian 
ftraits, or Pyitc Cajpia:, the opinion of authors concerning their 
fituation is very different; but, according to the heft authori¬ 
ties, they lay on the confines of Media and Parthia *. 


♦ 

* Strab. 1 . ii. Arrian, 1 . iii, Ifodor. Char&ccnas# Dionys. "Ferlcgct. 
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The northern parts of Media , lying between the CaJpian-CoW and 
mountains and the fea, are very fold and barren, the fnow ly- climate, 
ing on the mountains, according to Chardin , nine months in the 
year. The prefent inhabitants make their bread of dried al¬ 
monds, and their drink of the juice of'certain herbs. The 
fouthern parts are produ&ive of all forts of grain and necefla- 
ries for life, and withal fo pieafant, that the country adjoining 
to Tauris is called the garden of Per fin. There are here very 
extenfive plains, among which that of Nyfa is often men¬ 
tioned and celebrated by the antients, for the numerous ftuds 
of horfes that were kept in it for the ufe of the Perfian 
monarchs. . > . 

The climate in the northern parts is exceeding cold and un- 
hofpitable, owing to the vapours arifing from the Cafpian fea, 
and to the great number of marfhes, where innumerable fwarms 
of infeCts are bred j fo that, according to Milan , when the king 
of Perfta was to make a progrefs thither, the inhabitants, for 
three days before his arrival, were employed in clearing the 
country of the fcorpions and venemous in fe&s. The fouthern 
provinces enjoy a very wholefome air, tho’ liable to heavy rains 
ar.d violent florins, efpecially in the fpring and autumn. Befides 
the cattle and game of all forts, which the inland provinces 
abound with, fome of them have been, for many ages, remark¬ 
able on account of the various forts of excellent wines, they 
produce, efpecially the neighbourhood of Tauris , where no 
fewer than 60 different kinds of grapes, all of an exquifite fla¬ 
vour, are to be tailed at this day. 

The Cafpian fea, which is the northern boundary of Media , The Caf 
was called by the antients indifferently the Cafpian and the Hyr- f lan fea. 
canian fea, from the Cafpians and Hyrcaniatis , whofe fhores it 
waflied. Both antient and modern geographers had but a very im¬ 
perfect knowlege of the true fituation, extent, coafts, and bays, of 
th eCaJpian, before the difeoveries made in the beginning of this 
century by M. Vanverden\ who, by orders of the great czar Pe¬ 
ter of Mufcovy , formed a very exaCt chart of this fea, from ob- 
fervations made by him on the fpot. Ptolemy , and even Hero¬ 
dotus ^ knew that the Cafpian was furrounded on all fides by 
land,without any vifible efflux or communication with other Teas. 

Ptolemy , however, was greatly miftaken as to its extent from 
weft to eaft, which he made no lefs than 23 degrees and 
an half. His miftakes were obferved, and in fome degree re- 
drefled by AbuUfeda , an Arabian prince and able geographer. 

Abulfeda s obfervations were greatly improved by • Bourrous , 

OleariuSy and fenkinfon ; but the true dimenftons of this fea 
were not afeertained till the late obfervations above-mentioned; 
by which we are affined that it lies between the 37th and the 
4.8th degrees of north latitude, and does not exceed three de¬ 
grees forty-two minutes in its greateft longitude. 

The Perfans call this fea Kulfum , or the fea of Aflrgcan , the 
Ruffians the fea of Gaidcnfkoi , the Georgians , Sowa , the Arme¬ 
nians , So of. It receives the great river lVolga and near 200 others 

G 3 into 
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into its bofom, and yet it is never greatly increafed or diminifhed, 
nor obferved to ebb and flow. It being conftantly full, and 
its waters being fait and of the fame colour with thofe of the 
ocean, it hath been from thence fuppofed that it mull neceffa- 
rilyhaveafubterraneous communication with fomeother fea. Some 
believe it communicates with the Baltic, others with the Per fan 
gulph; of which laft opinion is father Avril, a modern travel¬ 
ler, who, in confirmation thereof, relates that over-againft the 
• - province of Xilan in Perjia are two immenfe whirlpools, which, 

with an incredible rapidity and frightful noife, fuck in and 
fwallow whatever comes near them: that the Ihores in this 
neighbourhood are covered with willows; and about the latter 
end of autumn a great quantity of willow-leaves are found 
floating on the Ihores of the Perfian gulph, where none of thofe 
. trees are found to grow. 

. e Though the firll inhabitants of Media , as we obferved, 

gni or the were the defcendants of Madai the third fon of Japbet , yet 
Meats, j n procefs of time feveral colonies from the adjacent countries 

fettled among them, being invited thither by the fruitfulnefs of 
the foil, which gave rife to the various tribes into which this 
people was antiently divided. 

Their government was originally monarchical, like that of 
the other primitive /nations, and they feem to have had kings of 
their own in the earlieft times. One Hydafpes , according to 
Lattantim , reigned over the Medes long before they were con¬ 
quered by the Aflyrians ; and Diodorus tells us, that Pharnus king 
of the Medes was defeated and taken prifoner by the firll AJfyrian 
monarch Ninus. But what regard ought to be paid to his account 
we have already obferved. Their kings, in the latter period of 
their monarchy, were quite abfolute, and controuled by no 


Govern¬ 

ment. 


law; nay, 
themfelves. 


they claimed an equal refpedt with the 


gods 


Their 


ner s. 


The Medes were once a very warlike race; but in procefs of 
character, *i me became one of the moll effeminate nations of Afia. They 
cuitom-, u fed the fame armour and weapons as the Perfians , whom they 
and man- are to have taught the art of war, and afterwards a tafte for 

luxury, which occafioned the downfal of both empires. Poly¬ 
gamy was fo far from being difreputable among them, that they 
were bound by law to maintain at leafl feven wives; and thofe 
women were looked, upon with contempt who maintained 
fewer than five hulbands. In war they poifoned their arrows 
with a bituminous liquor called Naptha. The arrow being 
lleeped in it, and fhot from a flack bow (for a fwift and violent 
motion took off from its virtue) burnt the fiefh with fuch vio¬ 
lence, that water rather increafed than extinguilhed the malig¬ 
nant flame. -Dull alone could put a Hop to it, and in fome de¬ 
gree allay the unlpeakable pain it occalioned. They are like- 
wife faid to have bred a number of large dogs, to whom they 
they ufed to throw the bodies of their parents, friends, 

and relations, when at the point of .death, looking upon it 

as 
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* 

as difhonourable to die in their beds, or be- laid in the 

ground *. 

Some writers charge the Medes with being the firft authors of 
making eunuchs j but others impute this execrable practice to 
the Perfians ; and Stephanas fays, that it took its rife-in the city 
Spado: but this is certainly a miftaken opinion, fmce we find 
eunuchs in vogue among the AJfyrians and Babylonians , long be¬ 
fore fuch a piece of wanton luxury can be fuppofed to be known 
either to the Medes or Perfians . When they were to ftrike alli¬ 
ances, the parties tied together the thumbs of their right hands, 
till the blood flatting to the extremities, was by a flight cut dis¬ 
charged. This they mutually fucked ; and a league thus con¬ 
firmed, was efteemed moft awful.' 

As the laws and religion of the Medes were much the fame 
with thofe of the Perfians , we fhall treat of both conjunCtly 
when we come to the Perftan hiftory. Here we fhall only ob¬ 
serve, that when a law was once enabled, it was not -in the 
king’s power to repeal it, or to reverfe a decree he had once 
made j whence the laws of the Medes are in holy writ called 
unchangeable. 

They paid their kings the higheft refpeCt imaginable, putting 
them upon a level even with their gods. They thought it an high 
offence either to fpit or laugh in their prefence, and honoured 
them with the. title of great king , or king of kings, which ftile was 
afterwards adopted by the Perjian monarchs, and their proud 
fucceflors the Parthians. When they appeared in public, which 
feldom happened, they were always attended by mufic and nu¬ 
merous guards, confining of the prime nobility; and their 
wives,. children, and concubines, were part of their retinue, 
even when they headed their armies in the field. 

As to their arts, learning and trade, the antient writers 
leave us quite in the dark. Tho’ their country abounded with 
many excellent productions, yet it would feem that they never. 
applied themfelves greatly to trade, from the character which 
the prophet Ifaiah, chap. xiii. gives them of defpifing gold and 
filver, and delighting in the bloody trade of war. 



SEC T. II. 

■ 

The hi/lory of the Median Kings. 

N the chronology of the Medes we may diftinguifh three 
L remarkable occurrences, which will give birth to as many 
different aer as. Firft, the recovery of their'liberty;, after they 
had been fubdued by the AJfyrians: the rife of their kingdom. 


# Strabo, 1 . ix. Xenophon. Cyropsed, 1 . i. Bardefan. ap. Eufeb. 


praep. Evan. 1 . vi. 
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after fome years of anarchy; and the beginning of their em¬ 
pire, which, it is agreed on all hands, role on the ruins of the 
AJfyrian monarchy. The Medes we find in fubje&ion to the 
Jiffy rians in the reign of TiglathpileJ>er, who tranfplanted the in¬ 
habitants of Damafcus to Kir in Media ; we may therefore con¬ 
clude that they had been fubdued by his father Pul, who ap¬ 
pears from Scripture' to have been the firft that extended the AJ¬ 
fyrian empire. 

About 60 years after they ftiook off* the AJfyrian yoke, in the 
reign of Sennacherib , probably taking advantage of his long and 
diltant abfence on the confines of Egypt , or of the fudden 
/laughter of his army upon his approach to Jerufalem , and by 
d;nt of arms defended their liberty againft the power of the 
AJfyrians, which was now in its decline. Thefe are the troubles 
which prevented Tab it from gojng into Media , according to his 
cuftom. 

Tho’ they had thus aflerted their independancy of the Affyri- 
ans , yet having no fupreme chief, they fell into a kind 0 f 
anarchy, which gave Efarhaddon the fon of Sennacherib an op¬ 
portunity of again fubduing part of their country. In thefe 
times of confulion, Dejoces, the head of a diftridb, having dif- 
ttnguifhcd himfelf by nis abilities as a judge, was at length, io 
years after, with univerfal confent, declared king, about 700 
years before Chrift. From this time to the definition of Ni¬ 
neveh by his grandfon Cyaxarcs , Media may be properly filled a 
kingdom, apd Cyaxares may be called the founder of their em¬ 
pire, which lafted till two years after the taking of Babylon, 
when Darius the Mcde died, and was fucceeded by Cyrus. 

We fhall give our readers a Ihort account of the fabulous 
hiftory of the Medes, according to Ctefias, Diodorus his tran- 
feriber, and their followers. The Medes , they tell us, were 
governed by kings of their own before the early days of Ninus , 
the pretended founder of the AJfyrian monarchy, who took 
p. : mr»u\ Pkarnus the Median king prifoner, and crucified him, with his 
frit kit g wife and feven children. Setntramis next invaded Media with a 
pt Media, mighty array, founded Ecbatan , made feveral large and elegant 

gardens, and performed feveral other exploits, which we have 
already mentioned. About r500 years after, the AJfyrian empire 
being diffolved, and Nineveh being defiroyed, by Belefis governor 
of Babylon and Arbaces governor of Media , the Medes , who had 
all this while continued..fubjeft to the AJfyrians , now declared 
Arbaces their king. 

Arbaces. Arbaces is fa id to have fubdued alj Afia, 2nd to have reigned 

z 3 years, and is represented as a prince of great generofity and 
gratitude, he having pardoned Belejis, who had fraudulently 
taken poflefiion of the immenfe trcalpres concealed in the afhes 
and ruins of the palace of Nineveh. 

tdvuUu- Mandauces , the fon of Arbaces , fucceeded his father, and 
cts. reigned 50 vears ; but being of a peaceable djfpofition, and his 

fubjects defirous of feme refnite, he did nothing worthy of no- 
Z'fannm. ties in the warlike way. The pext prince was Sojarmus, who 

; ‘ after «■ 
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?o years, was .fucceeded b vArtias 


89 


led Arby 


F rom me fyllables Arti 


name, he is fuppofed to have been a great and glorious prince, 

ling to the interpreta- 
Artaxerxes. How long 


word Arti 


Herodotus , in the Perfian name 


he reigned is uncertain 


whofe reign the Cadujii 


Parfodes a Perfian , who had 
been the king's favourite and prime minifter; but upon a fen- 
tence being pronounced againft him, had fled with 1000 horfe and 
3000 foot to the Cadiftans. Before the war broke .out, Arbianes 
died, after a reign of 20 years. 

His fuccelfor Art ecus, in the beginning of his reign, aflembled Artaus* 
an army of 800,000 men, to reduce the Caduftans j but was 
jfhamefully defeated by Parfodes , whofe army confifted only of 
200,000 men. Parfodes being then declared king by the Cadu- 
fians , infpired his new fubjefts with an irreconcileable hatred - 
againft the Medes , whom they continued to harrafs for fe- 
veral generations, till their empire was transferred to the 
Per fans. 

Artynes , the following prince, reigned 22 years; but did no- Artynes, 
thing worth mentioning. 

In the reign of ArtibarnaU or Artabanus , his fuccelfor, the Artibar- 
Parthians revolting, put themfelves under the protection of nas. 
the Saca , a people inhabiting mount Hamodus , which feparates 
India from Scythia. This occafioned a war of many years be¬ 
tween the Medes and the Saca, who were then governed by 
the famed 7 ,anara , a princefs no lefs celebrated for her courage 
and conduCl in war, than for her beauty. After {he had for 
many years harraffed the Medes , a, peace was at length con¬ 
cluded between her and Artibarnas , on the following conditi¬ 
ons : that the Parthians Ihould fubmit to the Medes , and the 
Saca and Medes quietly enjoy what they polfelfed in the begin¬ 
ning of the war *. 

We now proceed to the genuine hiftory of Media, as it has The ge 


I 


Medes having thrown off the AJfy 


quite different character 


n/j irvcu xvuxv uuxv wiinuuc a jyiiig y UlU UJCll UdLC 

being fopn involved in the greateft anarchy; and injuftice, ra- 


the Medes. 


Dej 


they unanimoufly 

, „ Dejoces , in the times of the conftifion, 

had raifed himfelf a great chara&er, by admjniftering juftice in 
his diftriCt with great impartiality; fo that the inhabitants of 
the other diftriCts at length flocked to him, as the only perfon 
from whom they could expeCt a redrefs of their grievances. 

When ^’ 1 - ’ 1 •’ 


publ 


centioufnefs again prevailing worfe than before, the Medes 


1 
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go 
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he judged fitteft to be his guards. 



Defaces in a general aflembly of the whole nation, were perfuaded by 
chofen the fecret parrizans of Dejoces to confer the fovereign power 
king. upon him, as the only perfon who could reftore the public 
Bef. Ch. tranquillity. 

Dejoces. being, eftablifhed on the throne, threw off the mafk, 
and reigned with rigour 5 tho’ perhaps fuch a conduct may 
have been abfolutely neceffary to bring the nation into any 
order or difcipline. In the beginning of his reign he obliged 
his fubje&s to Build him a magnificent palace, which he ftrongly 
fortified, and chofe out from among his people fuch perfons as 

aving thus provided for his 
own fecurity, he united the feveral dimi&s into which the 
Medes had been divided during the anarchy, and not only built 
Ecbatan , in Scripture called Acmetha , which we have already, 
defcribed, but caufed feveral other cities to be founded. 

He next applied himfelf to the compofrng of laws for the 
ood of the ftate; and to caufe himfelf to be reverenced by his 
iibje&s, he ordered that none but his officers fhould be admitted 
to his prefence, by whom all matters were to be tranfadted, and 
all petitions received. But tho* he kept himfelf thus concealed 
from the eyes of the people, who were thereby induced to think 
him of a fuperior nature to themfelves; he was neverth&efs in¬ 
formed of every thing that happened in his dominions, main¬ 
taining for that purpofe many emiffaries in all the provinces of 
Ijis government, who brought him a particular account of every 
tranfadtion. By this means 110 crime efcaped either the know- 
lege of the prince, or the rigour of the law. In the end of his 
reign, Dejoces propofed to extend the limits of his new king- 

mo- 
the 



dom, and with this view invaded AJJyria ; but the A/Jyrian 
narch Saofduchinus , or Nebuchadonofor , attacking him in 


plain of Ragau, he was totally routed and flain, after reign¬ 
ing, according to Herodotus , fifty-three years. Nebucbadonofor 
following his blow, reduced feveral cities of Media , and among 
the reft Ecbatan , which he almoft intirely deftroyed *. 

Tbraortes, Phraortes , the fon and fucceffpr of Dejoces , was of a warlike 

difpofition, and not fatisfied with the kingdom of Media , from 
which he had expelled the AJJyrians , according to Herodotus , he 
invaded Perfia, which he reduced : but from the prophecies of 
\Jeremiah and Ezekiel it would appear that Perfia was not con¬ 
quered by the Medes till feveral years afterwards ; and the con- 
queft may therefore be fuppofed to have happened in the reign 
of his fon Cyaxares f. However, after a feries of conquefts, he 
made himfelf mafter of almoft all Upper Afta lying between 

He alio 


mount Taurus and the river Halys. 

r At t» • l 1 ♦ 1 -7* 

and even laid 


part of AJJyria , 
his good fortune 


fiege 


e al fo conquered great 
to Nineveh: but here 


abandoning him, he perifhed, with the 

greater part of his army, after having reigned twenty-two 
years. 


1 

* Herod. I. i, Judith, paflim. f Jerem,xxv, 25, xlix. 35. 
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Cyaxares, the Ton and fucceflor of Phraortes , was a brave and 
terprifing prince. Having eftabliified himfelf on the throne, 
d raifed a powerful army of well difciplined troops, he re¬ 
ived to revenge the death of his father and grandfather, by the 
flrii&ion of Nineveh, The Ajfyridns endeavoured to oppofe 

fled into Nineveh . 


9 * 


him on the frontiers; but being defeated, 
where they were immediately clofely befieged. Cyaxares, how- Sc _ 
ever, was obliged to abandon his defign, and to withdraw his t fc anj 
troops to defend his own dominions again# the Scythians , who, ya( j e jr 
under Madyas the fon of Protothyas, were ready to enter Me ■'** 


with 


Meotis. He 


and hazarding a battle, was totally routed, after a long and 
bloody engagement. The conquerors 


f Upper AJh 


Media . but the 


confines of EpytU where 


were met by Pfammitichus the king, who prevailed upon them 
by intreaties and prefents, to proceed no farther *. In this ex 

* i» • . i_ n .1 • rr rri m r t .1 


Jhran, in the territories of the tribe of Manaffeh 


city of Beth 


Jordan, and held it as long as they continued in Afta , whence 

’ Scythopolis, or the city of the Scythians f. They alfo 


roids. 


namely, 


of Venus at Afcalon 

perfons, and their pofterity, were aifli&ed with em- 
>rding to the account of the Philijlines, who from 
ear not to have forgot the punifhment which their an- 
fufFered for detaining the ark %. 

: Scythians had continued mailers of the upper AJia , They are 
f the two Armenia’s, Cappadocia , Pontus, Colchis , forced to 
great part of Lydia , for 28 years, Cyaxares find- quit Me- 


ing himfelf unable to expel them by force of arms, refolved dia. 


them 


achery. He 


the 


greateft part of them to a general feaft, which was given in 


every family, and each 


making 


maflacred him ; by which expedient the king¬ 
dom was delivered from thofe oppreflive Grangers; for we do 
not find that thofe. who remained raifed any commotions in 
Media. The Medes now reno Heflin £ themfelves of the nro- 


Haly 


more 


Soon after this maflacre, Cyaxares was engaged in a war with A war be- 

the Lydians, the occafion of which is thus related by Herodotus . twixt Cy- 

Several Scythian refugees were entrufted with the education of axares and. 
divers Median 

of the 


bow. 


” -- ~ — —~ uic J 

language. Thefe ftrangers dians 
ever aecuftomed to return 


* Herod. 1 . i,.ii,—vii. Strab. 1 . i. f Syncel. p. 214. J Herod. 1 . i. 
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with fome game; but one day happening to come home with 
empty hands, Cyaxares treated them with moil opprobious 
language. In refentment for this ufage they killed one of the 
youths committed to their care, dreiled his flefti like venifon, 
and ferved it up to Cyaxares and his guefts, and then flying to 
Sardis , implored the protection of Halyattes king of Lydia. 
Cyaxares immediately demanded the Scythians , but the king 
of Lydia refuting to deliver them up, a war of fix years enfued 
between the two nations with various fuccefs. Whether the 
Scythians who fled to Lydia were not rather the remains of thofe 
who had efcaped the maflacre than any new colony from Scythia, 
we think may be juftly doubted. In the fixth year of the war, 
while the Medes and Lydians were in the heat of an engage, 
inent, there happened an eclipfe of the fun, which is faid to 
have been foretold by Thales the Mileftan (A) . Both parties 
equally terrified with this uncommon event, which they looked 
upon as a fign of the anger of the gods, immediately retreated, 
and foon after concluded a peace by the mediation of Labynetus ) 
that is, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon , and Syennefis king of 
Cilicia . This peace was ftrengthened by a marriage between 
Aryenis the daughter of Halyattes and AJlyages , the eldeft fon 
of Cyaxares , of which marriage was born, the enfuing year, 
Cyaxares , who, in the book of Daniel , is called Darius the 
Mede. 

Cyaxares , about the fame time, entered into a firi 61 alliance 
with Nebuchadnezzar , which he confirmed, by giving him his 
daughter Amyite to wife, and, in conjunction with the Baby¬ 
lonians, refumed the fiege of Nineveh , which, after a long de¬ 
fence, they took and levelled with the ground, as we have be¬ 
fore related. The defiruCtion of this proud metropolis, the 
Jews afcribe to the Chaldeans , the Greeks to the Medes , and 
Tobit , Polyhijlor , Jofephus, and Ctcfias to both. It laid the 
foundation of the two collateral empires, as we may call them, 
of the Medes and Babylonians , which rofe on the ruins of the 
Afjyrian monarchy. 

While Nebuchadnezzar , after the reduction of Nineveh , was 
profecuting his victories weftward in Syria , Paleftine , and 
Egypt , Cyaxares felt upon the AJJyrian provinces of Armenia , 
Pont us, and Cappadocia, which he fubdued with great daughter 



(a) As to the appearance of Hipparchus, place this eclipfe on 
the eclipfe on this occafion, au- the 4th year of the 44th Olympiad. 
thors are in general agreed ; but But according to Sir Jfaac Newton 
they differ greatly in fixing the it fell upon the z8th of May, in 
aera of the tranfaCtion. Pliny the year of Nabonajfur 163, which 


J 


places it in the 4th ..year of the 
48 til Olympiad ; Clemens Alex an- 


is the fame year mentioned by 


Pliny. 


Chron. of ant. kingd. 


, if \rM * 

drinus in the qoth Olympiad. The a*rend; Plin. 1. i. Alex. Strom, 
folar and lunar tables of Ptolemy, l. i. 
which are the fame with thofe of 
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of the inhabitants. Having alfo fubdued Perfis and Sujiana, 
and erefted the kingdom of Media into a powerful empire, he 
died in the 40th year of his reign, and left his dominions to 

his fon Aftyages.. # . 

Aftyages in fcripture is called Ahafuerus. The fame year. that 

his fon Cyaxares was born, he gave his daughter Mandane , whom ^ 

he had by a former wife, to Cambyfes a Perfian , from which 
marriage fprung Cyrus the founder of the Perjian monarchy, 
and the reftorer of the Jews to their country, their temple and 
former condition. He was born but one year after the birth 
of his uncle Cyaxares , and confequently was in the 61 ft year of 
his age, when Babylon was taken. Though the reign of 
Aftyages lafted 35 years, yet we find, no particulars of it re¬ 
corded in hiftory, except his repulling the Babylonians, who^ 
under the conduct of Evil-merodach, the fon of Nebuchadnezzar, 

had made an inroad into his country, : as we have related in the 
hiftory of Babylon. 

Cyaxares the fon and fuccelfor of Aftyages , was fcarce feated Cyaxares 
on his throne, when he found himfelf engaged in a bloody 
war with Neriglifjar king of Babylon. This war was carried 
on with great {laughter on both udes by Cyaxares and his ne¬ 
phew Cyrus, and concluded with the taking of Babylon j but 
as it was entirely managed by Cyrus for 20 years, we ih all defer 
the relating of thefe important events till the feign of that great 
and glorious prince. As for Cyaxares , he is faid in Scripture to 
have taken the kingdom after the reduftion of Babylon and 
death of Beljhazzar y for Cyrus, as long as his. uncle liyed; 
allowed him the honour of the firft rank. ; He himfelf never- 
thelefs having the command of the army, and the whole ma¬ 
nagement of affairs. Was looked upon as fupreme governor of 
the empire ; and hence it is, that in Ptolemy's canon no notice 
is taken of Cyaxares ; but Cyrus is placed immediately after 
Nabonadius the laft Babylonian king. That a Mede reigned at 
Babylon upon the death of Nabonadius , or Beljhazzur, is ex- 
prelly mentioned in fcripture, where th eMedes, before the reign 
of Cyrus, are always placed before the Perjians , as the Per fans 
in the reign of Cyrus and his fucceffors are placed before the 
Medes. Though moft of the Greeks, who received their in- 
formation from the Perfians, take no notice of Cyaxares, yet ta£enbv 
Jofephus , who was better informed, tells Es,that Darius with ty&mJL 




'lavs. 


is ally Cyrus dejlroyed the kingdom of Babylon. The fame'aUthor an( j p £r _ 
adds, that this Darius was the fon of Aftyages, and that he was n 
known to the Greeks by another name Now if we afk titter 
Greeks the name of AJlyages’ s fon, Xenophon will tell us that he 
was called Cyaxares. 

After the reduction of Babylon , Cyaxares, in concert with 
Cyrus , fettled the affairs of their new empire, dividing it 
into izo provinces, the government of which they conferred 
on thofe who had diftinguilhed themfelves during the war. 

Over thefe governors were appointed three prefidents, who re- 
fiding conftantly at court, were to receive accounts of what 

happened 


* 

Daniel ap¬ 
pointed 
one of the 
chief pre¬ 
sents. 


He is mi- 

xaculoufly 

preferved 
in the li¬ 
ons den. 


The Me¬ 
dian em¬ 
pire trans- 
fered to 
the Per- 
Jtans. 


* i 
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happened in feyeral provinces, and difpatch the king’s orders to 
die immediate officers. Of the three prefidents Daniel was ap. 
pointed the chief, an; honour which he highly deferved, not 
only on account of his great wifdom, but likewife of his age 
and confummate experience ; for he had now feived the kings 
of Babylon full 6 $ years, in the quality of prime minifter. This 
employment advancing him to be next perfon to the king, the 
other courtiers envied his great-merit and dignity, and would 
have compafTed his ruin, had he not been miraculoufly preferved 
by that Providence which is ever watching over the fafety of 
the juft. As the only thing they could lay hold of to difgrace 
him at court, and make him incur the king’s difpleafure, was 
his attachment to the law of his God, they prevailed with Da¬ 
rius to iflue out a proclamation, forbidding all perfons to put 
up any petition whatfoever to God or man, except to the king, 
for the Ipace of 30 days, upon pain of being caft into the lions 
den. Daniel , notwithftanding this wicked decree, did not 
omit his ufual prayers to God j but being difcovered and ac* 
cufed, as the laws of the Medes were unalterable, he was con¬ 
demned to be thrown into the den of the lions, the king, who 
highly efteemed him, greatly regretting his fate. The lions, 
however, were miraculoufly prevented from hurting him ; and 
the king next morning rejoicing to find him fafe, was con¬ 
vinced of his innocence, ordered him to be taken out, and 
caufed his malicious accufers, with their wives and children, to 
be thrown into the den, where they were inftantly devoured by 
the lions. 

About the fame time, the famous Darics were probably coined 
out of the gold of the Lydians and other conquered nations. 
For we are told, that the author: of this coin was not Darius 
Hyftajpes? but a more antient Darius. Now there is no antienter 
Darius mentioned to have reigned in the eaft, excepting only 
this Darius , whom the Scripture calls Darius the Median. Ac¬ 
cording to Dr. Bernard , the Dark weighed two grains more 
than one of our guineas ; but as it had very little alloy, it may 
he reckoned, according to the prefent proportion of gold and 
filver, to have been worth 25 (hillings *. Cyaxares dying with¬ 
out any male ifliie,. after he had reigned two years at Ba¬ 
bylon, the empire devolved to Cyrus , who had married his 
only daughter $ the Perfians being then reckoned the imperial 
nation. 


* Prid. Connett. part i. Bern, de pond. & menf. antiq. Suidas. 
Harpocrat. Scholiaft, Ariftoph. 
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Persia 


SECT, 


I. 


The defcription of ']P E R s I a. 


Art 


T HE moft antient name of Perfia is that by which it is cal- Its feveral 

led by Mofes y namely, Elam y from Elam the fon of Shem y names, 
the father of its firft inhabitants. Herodotus calls its inhabitants 
Cephenes ; and in very antient times, Hyde informs us the peo¬ 
ple of this country called themfelves Artai , and the region 

' i they dwelt Artaa , probably from the Perftan word Ard y 
which fignifies ftrong, brave, magnanimous. In the 
books of Daniel , Efdras , &c. we find the country called Paras y 
agreeable to the Perftan name of Pars , or Phars , by which the 
proper Perfta is called at this time. It has alfo been called 
Achamenia and Arfaca y from its antient kings. By the Arabs it 
is called Agjem , or the country of the Bavarians j by the Ar¬ 
menians it is ftiled Shahifian y that is, the 

and by the Per nans themfelves 

Iran. 


Shah i 


country of the 
generally Iroun , or 


of Perfu 


different ages, as various Its 


as its names. We fhall firft aflign the boundaries 
fian empire as they flood antiently, when it extended fartheft ; 
next we fhall fettle the boundaries of-the modern Per fian em- 

’ :hen we fhall review the general provinces mentioned 


antient 


they are now in. 


and give a fhort 
empire of the Perfu 


from the Hellefpont to the mouth 

Englijh miles; in breadth from Pontus to the mouth of. the Ara-fi 
bian gulph, about 2000 miles. 

The modern Perfia y that is, the dominions of the Per 


pire 


crown 


length 


Araxes to the mouth 


and in breadth from the river Oxus to the Perftan gulph, about Perftan. 
1080 miles. On the north they are bounded by the Cafpian fea, 
the river Oxus y and mount Caucafus j on the eaft by the river 
Indus and the dominions of the great mogul; on the fouth by 
the Perftan gulph and the Indian ocean; and on the weft by 
the dominions of the grand fignior. 

The firft province we fhall mention in the antient divifion of Gedrefi. 
this country, is Gedrofia, or Cedrofia. It was bounded on the 
eaft by Guzerat> a province of India ; on the fouth by the In - 
dtan ocean; on the weft by Carmania ; and on the north by 
Drangiana and Arachofia . It was antiently inhabited by the Ar- 

bitce y 



Car mania, 


D range- 


ana. 
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bit a, Parjira, Mufarnai, and the Rharrma ; and its principal 
cities were, Pafts , Arbis , and Cunt. It is called at prefent 
Makran , and the principal modern cities are, Firhk, Cbalal 
and the port of Guadal. Mount Bed us, or rather a ridge of 
mountains, runs thro* the middle of the province. From them 
fprings the celebrated river Arbis, or Arabis, which, after a 
fnort courfe, empties itfelf into the Indian ocean* At its 
mouth flood a celebrated emporium called the Haven of Women* 
becaufe, according to Arrian, it was firft fubjedt to the govern- 
ment of a woman. The foil of this province was fandy and 
barren, and the airintemperately hot; fo that Alexander's army 
fuffered exceflively here, notwithftanding they built their huts 
with aromatic wood, and met with fpices in profufion *. 

Weft from Gedrojia was fituated Carmania, being bounded on 
the fouth by the Indian ocean, on the north by Parthia } on the 
weft by Perfis and the gulph of Perfta. It was inhabited by the 
Ifaticha, Zuthi, Gadanopydres, Camelobofcei, Agdonites , Rim- 
diancs , Ares, Charadees, Pafargada , and Amoxcei j and con¬ 
tains the modern provinces of Chirman and Ormas. Its antient 
cities were, Camana , now Khirman, ftill a confiderable place, 
and famous for the excellent fcymitars made there ; Alexandria , 
built by Alexander the Great; Armuxa, or Armuzum, on the 
fhore of the gulph, giving name to. a promontory, and to the 
.ifland of Ormuz. This province is divided into Carmania pro¬ 
per and Carmania the defert; which laft lies towards the north, 
and has fcarce a town or a village in it, its foil being an inhof. 
pitable fand, its air hot and unhealthy. Carmania proper is a 
better country ; and tho 5 mountainous, yet is watered with fe- 
veral rivers. At this day it is particularly remarkable for pro; 
ducing fheep which bear the fineft wool in the world, the fleece, 
about the month of May, falling off of itfelf, and leaving 
the Iheep quite naked. Dependant on this province is the little 
but famous ifland of Ormuz , in compafs about twenty miles, 
full of rocks, and deftitute of all neceffaries, except fait, of 
which there is fuch plenty, and fo hard, that ’tis faid hotifes ate 
built thereof. Formerly it was the emporium of this part of the 
world} but even in its moft fiourifhing ftate, the inhabitants 
were obliged to have their water from the continent} and the 
air in fummer was fo exceflively fultry, that people were forced 
to live in grots, and to lie in water f. 

Drangiana was a fmall province, and was bounded on the 
fouth by Gedrofta , on the eaft by Arachofia , on the north by 
Aria , and on the weft by Carmania the defert. It derived its 
name, as fome fay, from the river Drangius , and is called by 
the modern Perfians Sigejian. Its antient inhabitants were the 
Darandee and tne Batrii } and according to Ptolemy , it contained 
ten confiderable cities, the moft famous of which were Ariel } 1 


v 

* Voyag. de Tavernier & Chardin. Arrian, 1 . vi. Strab. 1 . #■ 
f Ptol. 1 . vi. Arrian. Tavernier, ut Tup. 
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and Prophthajia , which laft is now fuppofed to be called Siftan . 

The province is every-where hilly} and therefore has never 
been very confiderable. At prefent it is only famous for the 
report of its having been the birth-place of Rujlan, the cele¬ 
brated hero of oriental romances. 

Arachofia is bounded on the weft by. Dranglana, on the north Arachofia* 
by Paropamifus , on the eaft by the river Indus , and on the fouth 
by Gedrofta. Its modern name is not well fettled* It was in¬ 
habited of old by the Arimafpi, who were afterwards called 
Margyeta , and then Euergetce, the Sldri , Ropulta , and Eorta. 

Ptolemy reckons up thirteen cities in this province, the chief of 
which were, Aracbotos , built on a lake of the fame name by 
the famous Semiramis , fuppofed’ by fome to be the city now 
called Cabul } Alexandria , built by Alexander the Great, and 
by others fuppofed likewife to be Cabul. We are informed 
by Tavernier , that there are now no towns of note in this 

province. 

Paropamifus , bounded on the weft by Aria, on the north by Paropam* 
Badlria, on the eaft by the dominions of the mogul, and on fut. 
the fouth by Arachofia , is called by the moderns Sablejlan , in¬ 
cluding likewife the kingdom of Candahar. Its antient inha¬ 
bitants were, the Bolita , Arijlophili, Ambanta, Parieta , and 
Parfii ; and its chief cities, Ortofpanum , and Naulibis. Modern 
cities there are many of great note, fome of them very wealthy, 
and adorned with beautiful and convenient caravanferas. This 
province derives its name from the mountain Paropamifus , a 
part of Taurus , which was falfely ftiled Caucafus , to flatter 
Alexander the Great, that it might be faid of him that he had 
pafled that famous ridge of mountains *. The foil of this 
country in general is not over fruitful, and the province is full 
of hills. 

Badtriana , or Badira , now called Chorajfan , was bounded Baflrianxi 
on the fouth by Paropamifus , and on the north by Sogdiana. It 
was antiently inhabited by, the Salatara , Zariafpa , Cbomatri, 

Comi, Acinaca , Tambyzi , and Tbocara , and, in the iirft ages 
of the world, was a very famous kingdom. In later times it 
boafted loop cities, the chief of which were B a dir a and Eleu - 
ftni, both royal cities, as Ptolemy tells us. 

Margi.ana, now called EJlarabad, is bounded on the weft by Margiane . 
Hyrcania, on the north by Tartary , on the fouth by Aria , and on. 
the eaft by Badiria. Its antient inhabitants were, the Derbica, 
thzMaJfageta,xv\iO came hither from' Scythia, the Parni, th tDaa, 
and the Tapurni. Its chief cities were Nigaa, or, Nifaa , and 
Alexandria, afterwards called Antiochia , and after that Seleucia. 

The province is begirt with high mountains, and watered with 
pleafant rivers, ana among the reft the noble river Oxus , fo 
famous in Greek and Latin authors, by whom the country is ce¬ 
lebrated for its fertility, efpecially in vines, fome of the clufters 



* Sirab. 1 . ix. Arrian expedit. Alex. 1 . v. Tavernier. 
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Hyrcania. 


Aria. 


Parthia. 


of which are two cubits long, and the trees themfelves fo large, 
that two men can fcarce fathom the trunk of one of them. It 
contains at prefent feveral cities of note j and EJlarabad , its 
capital, is remarkable for the fine druggits and other excel¬ 
lent woollen goods manufactured there. _ 

On the weft of Margi ana lies Hyrcania, which was bounded 
on the north and weft by the Cafpian fea, having Media alfo on 
the weft, and Parthia on the fouth. It included the two mo¬ 
dern provinces, Mazandran and Kylan ; and its antient inha¬ 
bitants were, the Maxerte , AJlabcni , and Chnndi. Its antient 
capital was called Hyrcania , and is ftill named Hyrcana. Mo¬ 
dern places of note are, Terhabad, a port feated on a navigable 
arm of the fea, a fine city, much frequented by Ruffian mer¬ 
chants, Ginu, Taralapefet, Giarimn , and Efcref. The province 
is reprefented by antient writers as a country fruitful in wine, 
wheat, figs, and all other kind of fruits, abounding alfo with 
great ftore of cattle, and of wild beafts of almoft every kind, 
even to a proverb ; and the fame account is alfo given by fome 
modern travellers, tho’ others repreient great part of it as cold 
and barren 

Aria, now comprehended under the province of Chorafan, 
was furrounded by Hyrcania , Mar gi ana, BaSiriana, Paropa- 
mifus , and Drangiana, and was antietnly inhabited by the Nifai, 
AJlaveni, Mufdorani, Cajjiorta, Obares, Elymandri , and the 
Borgi. Its antient cities were, Artacanda, Bitaxa , Alexandria, 
inhabited by a colony of the Macedonians , and Aria , leated on 
the river Arias , thought to be the fame with the prefent Heri, 
or Herat , which is large and populous. Ptolemy mentions 35 
cities in this province, which was antiently very populous, tho’ 
much fubjeCf to heats, and intermixed with deferts, heaths, and 
forefts. The wine which it produced was of fo ftrong a body, 
as to keep 80 or 100 years without diminution of colour or 
flavour. 


Parthia , bounded on the weft by Media , on the north by 
Plyrcania, on the eaft by Aria , and on the fouth by Carmania 
the defert, is furrounded on every fide with mountains, and at 
this day called Erak-agemi. The antient Parthians are faid to 
have bfeen originally defcended from the Celtes, who, being 
driven out of their own country, fettled here, and had this 
name given them, which in the Celtic language fignified feparated 
or put away. According to Ptolemy , the province contained 25 
large cities; and it certainly muft have been very popu¬ 
lous, fince many cities and about zooo villages are reck¬ 
oned to have been deftroyed by earthquakes. Its capital city 
was called Hecatompidus, from its having 100 gates, which 
by many is believed to be Ifpahan, or rather Spauhawn, the 
prefent capital of Perfia f. We fhall afterwards be more 

* Harris's Collett, of Trav. vol, ii. Chardin voyage, f Tavernier, 
Gemelli, Harris’s Collett, v. i. Chardin, t. ii. 
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t h. It is now called. Pars^ or Pbars, and was antiently 
ted by .the Mefabatec , Rapjii, Hippopbagji Suzcsi, Me- 
gores , &c. Antient cities of note were, Perjepolis , the noble 
metropolis of the antient Perfian empire, Axima , MaraJium $ 
called now Marazu , Toaee, the capital of a diftridl of the fame 
name, Pafargada , a noble city, built by Cyrus , and honoured 
with his tomb. The modern cities of note here are very nu¬ 
merous. This province, which is frequently mentioned by an-^ 
tient authors, is hilly and barren in the northern parts, its corri 
and fruits not being fufficient for the ufe of the inhabitants* 
The coaft of the Perfian gulph is likewife barren and very un¬ 
healthy, on account of the exceflive heats : but between thefti 
lies a rich and pleafant country abounding with corn, fruit, 
and cattle. ' As to Perjepolis , the antient capital of the Perfian 
empire, Diodorus Siculus informs us, that when it was taken by 
Alexander it was the richeft city in the world. He allowed his 


of 


the citadel, which had been amafled there from the time of 6V 


Perfiu 


From thence he took 


izo,ooo talents of gold $ and fo immenfe was the fp'oil, that . 
the neighbouring nations were conftrained to furnifh mules and 
other beafts of burden, befides 3000 camels, to carry it 
off; for he had conceived fuch a diflike to the inhabitants 


of the city, 
value. 


gulph. 


at he was refolved. to leave nothing in it of 

» 1 

junded on the north by AJfyria , on the weft by s u c an # 
eaft by Perfia , and on the Youth by the Perftan J 
ieved by fome to have been the land of Ham - 
Chuftflan , inhabited by the Ely meet and Cojjeei* 

"" Sufa, the Sbujh, 


Scriptures, and once the royal feat of the Perf an kings, who 
were wont to refide here part of the year. According to Pliny 
it was founded by Darius Hyflafpes ; but from Scripture it ap¬ 
pears to have been built long before: and Strabo pdlitively af¬ 
firms; that it was built by Titbonous , the father of Ademnon, who 
perifhed at Trey. It was hard to determine whether this noble 
city excelled in pleafantnefs, magnificence, or ftrength. It 


Ulai 


and 


Diodorus 


eferved the records of the Perfian 
empire, which were feized by Alexander, who took from thence 
1000 talents of coined gold, and 40,000 talents of gold and 
filver bullion. _ 

There are yet two other provinces of the mpdem Per fan Cur dill an, 
empire j but thefe we have already defcribed, gamely. Cur- an d ScMr- 
dijlan, containing the antient AJfyria , and Schihyoan, of old 
ftiled Media . According to Chardin, there are reckoned in the 
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dominions of Perjia upwards of 500 confiderable places, wal¬ 
led towns and cattles, about 60,000 villages, and forty millions 

of fouls. . 

The air and climate of this country, confidering its great 
extent, cannot be otherwife than varied 3 fome parts, according 
to their different fituation, being frozen with cold, and others 
burnt with heat, at the fame time of the year. All along the 
coafts of the Perfian gulph and the Indian ocean eaft, to the 
very mouth of the river Indus , the heat is, for four months, fo 
exceffive, that even thofe who are born in the country, • un¬ 
able to bear it, quit their houfes, and retire to the mountains; 
fo that at that feafon none are to be found in the villages but 
wretched poor creatures, left there to watch the effects of the 
rich, at the expence of their own health. The air is not only 
infupportably hot, but prodigioufly unwholefome, Arrangers 
frequently at that feafon falling fick, and feldom efcaping. The 
eaftern provinces are alfo fubjeett to great heats; and in the 
northern provinces, on the coaft of the Cafpian fea, the heat 
is full as great, is attended with moifture, and as unwhole¬ 
fome as on the fouthern coafts. The people here alfo retire, 
about the end of April , to the mountains, 20 or 30 leagues 
from the fea ; and tno’ their country, from October to May, is 
extremely beautiful and pleafant, yet they carry in their.faces 
indelible marks of the malign influence of their fummers, 
looking all of them of a faint yellow, and being without either 
fpirits or ftrength. The moiftnefs of the air is only in the 
northern parts \ for the other provinces of Perjia enjoy the dry 
air, the Iky being perfe&ly ferene, and hardly fo much as a 
cloud feen to fly therein. The inhabitants derive from this pu¬ 
rity of the element a clear and florid complexion, together 
with an excellent habit of body. Tho’ it feldom rains, the 
heats are neverthelefs mitigated; for in the night, tho’ not a 
cloud be feen, there is a brifk. wind, which lafts till within an 
hour of the morning, and gives fuch a coolnefs to the air, 
that a man may difpenfe with a tolerable warm garment. The 
winter in this Kingdom begins in November , and continues till 
March , being very fliarp and rude, and attended with froft and 
fnow, which laft defeends in great flakes on the mountains, 
but never on the plains. In fome mountains weft from Span- 
hawn , where the fnow lies eight months in the year, it is 
faid white worms are found as big as ones little finger, which, 
if crulhed, feel colder than the fnow itfelf. From the month of 
March to that of May thej'e are brifk. winds. From May to 
September the air is dry, ferene, and very hot, except in the 
nights j and in September and October the wind blows as in 
fpring. Confidering the length and coolnefs of the nights in 
the fummer, and the fhortnefs of the twilights, the heat at this 
feafon is as fupportable at Spauhawn as at Paris. The great 
drynefs of its air exempts Perjia from thunder and earthquakes; 
but in the fpring there fometimes falls hail, which does great 
mifehief to the harveft, then pretty far advanced. The winds, 

however, 
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however brilk, feldom (well into ftorms or tempefts; but on the 
other hand, on the fouthem coafts they are frequently poifonous 
and infectious *. People often find themfelves ftruck by a fouth 
wind, fays Tavernier, in fuch a manner, that they cry, 1 burn , 
and immediately fall down dead. M. Le Brun fays, that he 
was greatly incommoded therewith while he was there; and 
that the people affured him the weather at fome times was fo ex- 
ceflively fultry as to melt the feals of letters. 

There is perhaps no country in the world which, generally Moun- 
fpeaking, is more mountainous than Perfa j but thefe moun- tains, 
tains are far from being advantageous, fince many of them 
yield neither fprings nor metals, and but a few of them are 
fhaded with trees. 

As to the rivers of this country, they are none of them na- Rivers* 
vigable, except the Araxis. The ftreams of the other rivers 
are rendered lefs confiderable than they otherwife would be, by 
being cut into many channels to water the grounds. This 
was pra&ifed antiently much more than of late years j and 
from hence, in .a great meafure, arifes the mighty difference 
between the produ&ions of antient and modern Perfta. It 
would feem that thele channels are daily leffening; for Taver¬ 
nier was informed by a Perf .an nobleman, that within the fpace 
of 24 years no lefs than 80 channels had been choaked up in the 
territory of Tauris, Antient authors have given very confufed 
and contradi&ory accounts of the river Araxis , not confidering 
that there two rivers of ■ that name in Perfa , the one riling in 
Armenia , running thro’ Media , and emptying itfelf into the 
Cafpian fea, having a navigable channel, and is ftill called, 

Aras j the other, at prefent called Bendemer , running thro* 

Perfis, and emptying itfelf into the Perfan gulph f. This 
gulph flows out of the Indian ocean, extending from the fouth- 
eaft to the north-weft. It is alfo fometimes ftiled the Red Sea , 
and the Gulph of Aden, of Arabia , and of Balfora. 

From the few and inconiiderable rivers, and the'great num- Its ferti- 
ber of mountains without fprings, it may be naturally con- lit/, 
eluded that the foil cannot be generally, rich or fruitful. Here 
and there, however, the vallies are fertile and pleafant enough. 

The earth, in fome places, is fandy and ftony, in.others, heavy 
and hard; but every-where fo dry, that if it be not watered it 
produces nothing, not even grafs. THe fcanty rains are not 
fuflicient to keep even the beft lands in a condition of bear¬ 
ing corn or fruits without further help. The. oppreflive go¬ 
vernment of the Mahomedan princes, and the want of people 
to cultivate the land, are looked upon by modern travellers as 
the two chief caufes of the barrennefs of the country, and that 
it does not anfwer the deferiptions of Cur tins, Ammianas 
Marcellinus , and other antients, 


* 


Chardin, ub. fup, t, iii. f Harris’s Colledlion of Trav. vol. iii. 
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There is a great variety of trees to be found in Perfa. The 
moft common is the plantane, the willow, the fir, the cornrl, 
the turpentine tree, the alrnond tree, and the wild chefnut. 
The plantane, according to the Perfans , has a fingular virtue 
againft the plague and all other infectious difeafes; and they 
pofitively afiert that there has been no contagion at Spauhawn 
lince the planting of vaft numbers of thefe trees in its ftreets 
and gardens. The trees which bear gall-nuts, and thofe which 
produce gums, maftich, incenfe, and manna, are found very 
commonly in many parts of Perfia. 

The Pee fan herbs, efpecially fiich as are aromatic, exceed thofe 
of other countries. Moft of our European roots, greeqs, &V.flourifh 
here in great perfe&ion, and would certainly be greatly cultivated 
as in Europe , men were by religion reftrained, at fome 
feafons, from eating fiefh. As to drugs, Perfia produces as 
many as any country of Ajta. Manna, caflia, fena, the nux 
vomica, are common in moft provinces; gum ammoniac is 
found in abundance on the confines of Parthia, and rhubarb 
to the north of BaSfria , where the inhabitants eat it in com¬ 
mon as we do beet roots. This rhubarb, however, is not fo 
good as that which comes from Tartary on the borders of 
China. But the poppy of Perfia is efteemed the fineft in the 
world, both in refpeCt of the beauty of its flower, and the 
flrength of its juice, called by the Perfians afioon , from whence 
our word opium. Tobacco grows all over Perfia, and faffron 
is cultivated in many provinces. The plant by the Perfians 
called hiltet, and fuppofed to be the laferpitium or filphium of 
Diofcorides, from whence drops the aflafetida, is common every 
where. This juice or gum is in great requeft all over the 
eaft, and the Indians confume vaft quantities of it, mixing it 
with their ragouts and fauces. Mummy of both forts is a 
great Perfian commodity j the firft is taken from embalmed 
bodies, or fuch as are dried in the fands ; the other is a pre¬ 
cious gum which diftils out of a rock. Of this laft there are 
two mines in Perfia, the one in Carmania the defert, which 
is the beft, the gum of which cures, in 24 hours, almoft any 
bruife, cut or wound. The Perfans and Arabs call it mourn , 
which literally fignifies an unguent; and the Perfans fay, that 
the prophet Daniel taught them the life and preparation of it. 
Cotton is very common all over Perfia ; but there is a tree 
which fome what refembles it, but is by far more rare, which 

produces a fort of filk very fine and foft, fit for various 
purpofes. 

In fpeaking of the fruits of Perfia , melons, of which there 
a^e above twenty forts,' certainly claim the firft place. The 
firft is called guermec, that is, forced by heat, and is produced 
in the fpring, being fmall and without any flavour. The pep- 
ple fancying them extreamly wholfome, on their firft coming 
in* eat prodigious quantities of them ; fome eat twelve or thir¬ 
teen pound weight each day; nay, an author of good credit 
affirms, that fome eat thirty pounds of them at a meal, with- 

^ * * A 
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'John Chardin fays, that in Spauhawn 


in a day than in all France in a month. After the melon the 
raifin deferves our notice, of which there are many different 

Perfia. The moft efteemed are the violet, the red, and 


the black. They 


of them is a good 


mouthful. The beft grapes in the neighbourhood of Spauhawn , 
are found on the vines belonging to the Gaurs or antient Per- 
ftans , who being permitted by their religion to drink wine, 
take the more pains to cultivate the vines. The dates of Per¬ 
fia are without comparifon the beft in the world, their fyrup 
being fweeter and more pleafant than virgin honey. They 
grow in clutters on the palm tree, .which is the higheft of all 
fruit-bearing trees, and has no branches but at the very top, 
bearing fruit from 15 years growth till it is 200 years old. All 

reat perfection, particularly 
and fairer fruit than any 


European 

finer 


Baftria 


country 


which are prodigioufly large and fiweet as apples. 
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Their wheat is wonderfully fair and clean, and if their flour 
does not hold out from harveft to harveft, they make bread 
of barley and millet. They do not cultivate oats,' and rye is 
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Armenians 


Metals 


by nature. For feveral months the whole country is covered 
with them, as with a carpet, with the moft vivid and delight¬ 
ful colours. The rofes are moft beautiful, and what is re¬ 
markable, the bufhes often bear three different coloured rofes 
on a branch, namely, yellow, yellow and black, and red. ' 

Metals of all forts, except gold and filver, ; are frequently 
found in Perfia , efpecially fince the reign of Abbas the Great, and 
who was at immenfe pains to fearch them out and make the rals. 
beft ufe of them. Minerals are alfo found in Perfia in vaft 
abundance. Sulphur and faltpetre is dug out of feveral moun¬ 
tains, and nothing is more common than to meet in this coun¬ 
try with plains fometimes thirty miles in length covered in- 
tirely with fait, and others covered in like manner with ful- 


phur or alum. Marble 


and flate, are found in 


laces in great plenty ; but the richeft mines- in Perfii 
Turquoife , called by the Perfians Phirouze. There ar 


ftone 
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than the other. 

The horfes of Perfia , tho’ not fo much efteemed as tjiofe of Beafts 
Arabia , are the moft beautiful in the eaft. Tho’ thefe are tame aa-r 
great numbers of them, yet confidering how much they are wild. 


made for them both bv the 
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je£s of the mogul and the grand fignior, they are 'held at a 
very high price, a fine horfe being fometimes valued at 1000 
crowns. Next to horfes we may reckon mules, which are 
much efteemed here, and are very fine; and next to thefe we 
may juftly place affes, of which they have in this country two 
forts ; the nrft, bred in Perfta , being heavy and doltifh as affes 
in other countries are; the other, ori ginally of an Arabian 
breed, the moft docile and ufeful creature of its kind in the 
world. Thefe are only ufed for the faddle, becaufe of their 
eafy manner of going. Camels are numerous in Perfta^ and fo 
much in efteem, that they are called the landJhips , as it is by 
their means chiefly that the inland trade is carried on. The 
Perjians make ufe of three forts, a fmaller, a larger, and a 
fwifter kind of camel than are common elfewhere. Thefe crea¬ 
tures are managed entirely by the voice, thofe who direct them 
making ufe ot a kind of fong, and according as they keep a 
quicker or flower time, the camel moves brifker or at its or¬ 
dinary pace. As beef is little eat in Perfta , their oxen are 

f enerally employed in ploughing and other forts of labour. 

heep and deer are very common throughout all Perjia ; but 
Togs are only bred in a province or two near the Cajpian fea. 
As to the beafts of chace, they are not fo common here as in 
moft of the countries of Europe ; neither are there many wild 
beafts, except in the woods of Hyrcania, where there are great 
numbers, of lions, bears, tygers, leopards, &c. However, nei¬ 
ther here nor throughout all Perfta are there any wolves; but 
the chakal, or jackal, is common every where, and has this 
peculiar quality, that it tears up dead bodies if the graves are 
not carefully watched. The drynefs of the air prevents them 
from being much infefted with infefts j yet there are in fome 
provinces prodigious numbers of locuftg, which come in fuch 
clouds as to obfeure the air. In fome places of the Perf an do¬ 
minions are large black fcorpions, fo venemous, that fuch as 
are ftung with them die in a few hours; in others are found 
lizards frightfully ugly, which are an ell long, and as thick as 
g. large toad. 

Jiiids. The Perfans have all the feveral forts of fowl which we 

have in Europe , but not in fuch quantities. They are chiefly 
bred by Armenians , who have frequently capons fatted to fuch 
a degree, that they are killed for nothing but their greafe. 
There are, however, immenfe numbers of pigeons both wild 
and tame. No country in the world has fuch a number of 
pigeon-houfes, which are each fix times as large as any we 
have in Europe . In the neighbourhood of Spauhaivn they reckon 
more than 3000 of thefe pigeon-houfes, chiefly ere&ed for the 
fake of the dung, which is found to be the beft manure for 
their favourite melons. The partridges of this country are the 
thelargeft and fine ft in the world, being generally of the fize 
of our fowls. Their fmging-birds are of the fame kinds that 
we have in Europe. They have befides martlets and another 

bird called npura, which learn whatever words are taught them. 
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The nightingale is heard there all the. year. The 
fiderable of the birds of a larger fize is the pelican, v 
large as a fheep; its beak is from 18 to 20 inches loi 
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js large enough for a Iamb. Tho’ it chofes to nettle fome- 
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Perfia various birds of prey, and the Perfu 


fifh 


taught to fly at game 


falconry 


common p 
>r fhooting 


Perfu 


fifh 


Perfia^ the frefh 

fifh 


better ferved ; for the Cafbian fea contains very fine fifh, and 
he Per fan gulf is fuppoled to have more fifh in it than any 

other fea in the world. 3 . 

Haying now given a fuccin<tt account of the produaions of Natural 

.he air, earth and waters of Perfia , we fhall next fpeak of the rarities 
natural rarities which are to be found in this large empire 

The firft we fhall take notice of is a certain poifonous fhrub* 
called by the Perfians gulbad-famour , that is, the wind-poifon- 
flowter. It is affirmed, that wherever the wind blows over a 
number of thefe plants, it thence contra&s a poifonous qua¬ 
lity, which proves mortal to the next that refpires it. There ' 


fhrub in Carmania the defert, of the 
afles happen to eat, they 


The 


very water that wafhes its roots is like wife held to be mortal 
Some are of opinion that it is the nerium of our herbalifts, and* 

^ _i_x. ^ 1_- ... 11 11 w y 4Avt ’ 


French 


and 


.' ■■ 7 ;— ; -vs— I he bezoar fo much efteemed 

in medicine, is produced by the wild and tame goats that feed 

on the fhore of the Perftan gulph i but the very bell is taken 

out of thefe creatures in the province of Baflria, The natu- 

ralifts of Perfia give it as their opinion, that the more dry and 

hard the food is on which the animal lives, the more faluti- 

i— J rr* • .1 « y- « '. M v * 


ferous and efficacious the bezoar found 


in it proves. The 


eaftern people held it heretofore is be one of the ftrongeft coun- 
terpoifons: quacks, however, were thofe who commended it 
molt, and its pretended virtues were never well fupported bv 

experience. lo#-« rmnro •. •* . * 


years it has much 
Europ 


traordinary thing even in the clafs of fudorifics. The abmelec k 
Greater of locujis , is one of the moft extraordinary birds de- 
icribed by travellers. The food of this creature is the locuft 
°r grafs-hopper ; it is of a black colour, with large wings, and 
of the fee of an ordinary hen. They fly generally in great 
nocks. But what renders thefe birds wonderful is, that they 
are lo fond of the water of a certain fountain in Battria> that 



Chardjn. t. iij. Tayern. t. ii. Gemelli. t. ii. Le Brun. t. i. 

wherever 
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wherever that water is carried they follow; on which account 
it is carefully preferved, and wherever the locufts fall, the du 
menian priefts, who are provided with this water, bring a quan¬ 
tity of it and place it in jars, or pour it into little channels 
in the helds. The next day whole troops of thefe birds ar¬ 
rive, and quickly deliver the people from the locufts *. The 
river Mahmocidker , that is Mahmoud the deaf^ is a furprizing 
natural rarity. At feme diftance from Spauhawn , near the top 
of a mountain, there is a range of rocks plain and equal fora 
conftderable {pace ; and through thefe rocks the river falls into 
a noble bafon, partly wrought by the water itfelf, and partly 
formed by art. As one afeends the mountain, certain natural 
chinks fhew the water at the bottom of it like a fleeping lake 
covered with rocks and mountains. It is thought to be of un¬ 
fathomable depth, and when ftones are thrown into it, they 
caufe a moft amazing noife, which almoft deafen the hearers; 
whence the river is fuppofed to derive its name. Some are of 
opinion that this river derives its water not from fprings, but 
from the fnovv on the tops of the mountains, which melting 
gradually, diftils thro’ the chinks of the rocks into the vaftlake 
before •mentioned. 

Adefcrip- We fliall now pafs to artificial rarities, and begin with the 
tion of antient Perfepolis , the venerable ruins of which are the admi- 
Perfepoliu ration of modern travellers, and are a proof that this auguft 

metropolis was not inferior to any city in the world for gran¬ 
deur and magnificence (a). The plain in which this famous 
city flood is one of the fineft in Perfia , and indeed in all the 
eaft, extending in length 18 or 19 leagues, and in breadth in 


* Chardin. Tavernier, ut fupra. 


(a) As the nature of our work 
will not permit us to enlarge in 
our accounts of thefe noble re¬ 
mains, we mud refer our curious 
readers to thofe noted travellers 
who have been very particular 
and diffufive in their relations. 
In Harris 's collection of travels, 
our readers will find the curious 
accounts of Sir Thomas Herbert, 
and alfo a concife defeription of 
the ruins by Mr. Geofry Ducket , 
and many years after by John Al¬ 
bert de Mandelfac. S i r 'John Char¬ 
din , in the fecond volume of his 
travels, has been very full in his 
accounts of them ; and Gemelli 
Careri, in his travels round the 
world, has befiowed a whole chap¬ 


ter in his defeription of antient 
Perfepolis. But of all travelleri 
who have vifited and deferibed 
thefe ruins, M. Le Brim has been 
mod particular, and feems to have 
been mod exadt. As he fpenta 
long time in furveying, meafur* 
and drawing views of thefe 

nd was 


tng 


a 


his ac- 


fragmeuts of antiquity, 
by pro fed! on a painter, 
counts theiefore claim the chief 
notice, and have been chiefly fol¬ 
lowed by us. Befides travellers, 
feveral other writers cf great emi* 
nence have left us their thoughts 

the 

his 


on this fubjeft, particularly 
mod judicious Dr. Hyde in 
learned book of the religion of tilt 
antient Pcrjians . 

fora? 
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fome places 2, in others 4, and in fome 6 leagues. It is watered 
the great river Araxis , n»w Bendemir , and by a multitude 
if rivulets befides. Within the compafs of the plain are be- 
,:een 1000 and 1500 villages, without reckoning thofe in the 
leighbouring mountains, all adorned with pleafant gardens, 

1 planted with fhady trees. The entrance of this plain on 
ie weft fide, confifts of a range of mountains fteep and high, 
forming two flat banks or terraces, _ which are perfectly plain 
ind even, all of native rock. In this there are fuch openings, 

M .d the terraces are fo fine and level, that one would be tempt- 
!d to think the whole the work of art, if the great extent 
J prodigious elevation thereof did not make it evident, that 
it is a wonder too great for aught but nature to produce. The 
uins of the city cannot be defcried from hence, becaufe the 
auks are too high to be overlooked ; but on every fide may be ‘ 
ceived the ruins of walls and of edifices which heretofore 
idorned this range of mountains. On the weft and on the 
iorth the city is defended in the like manner j fo that confider- 
ing the height and evennefs of thefe banks, Chardin remarks, 

:hat there is not in the world a place fo fortified by nature. 

X the foot of the mountain is fituated the antient palace of The ruins 
kings of Perfta , called by the inhabitants Cbilminar y that of the an- 
is, 40 columns. The walls of this ftately building are ftill tient pa- 
landing on three fidps, and it has the mountain on the eaft. lace, 
he front from north to fouth extends 600 paces, and 390 
om weft to eaft, where it reaches quite to the rock. This 
terras or fubaflinent is 21 feet high in fome places, but in 
10ft 30 quite to the mountain. Before the weft fide are feve- * 
al rocks, which rife towards the north till they are on a level 
ith the top of the fubaflinent, appearing like a platform, ex¬ 
tending 80 paces before it. It feems as if there had been a 
aircafe and fome buildings antiently without this curtain, 
long the four fides of the terras runs a pavement 8 feet broad, 
if two ftones joined together. Some of thefe ftones are 8, 9, 
nd 10 feet long, and 6 in breadth, but the reft are fmaller. 
r he principal ftaircafe is not placed in the middle of the front, 
iut much nearer the north end than the fouth. The ftaircafe < 
iscompofed of two flights of ftairs, 42 feet afunder at bottom, 
ach of the two lower flights run up oppofite to each other 
1 the fide of the wall, and the two upper flights turning the 
•ontrary way, lead to' the top of the terrace. Each of the 
:e P s is 25 feet 5 inches long, 4 inches high, and 14 inches 
>road; fo that nothing can be more commodious. The lower 
lights extend the whole length of the fteps without the wall, 

m many of the fteps in the upper flights were cut out of the 
ia tive rock. 


When 


two 


wmns 42 feet diftant, in a ftrait line from the landing-place, 
hefe porticoes are 22 feet 4 inches in depth, and 13 feet 4 
"hes in breadth, each fide being bounded by a large figure of an 
:ma * cut in bas relief, 22 feet in, length from its fore to its 

9 hind 
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hind feet, and 14 feet and an half high. The breafts and fort 
feet of thefe animals project wholly from the ftone; but their 
heads are entirely deftroyed, and their bodies are very muci 
damaged. The feeond portico, which is behind the firft, j| 
alio adorned with the figures of four-footed animals, to which 
are added their heads facing the mountains, as thofe of the firft 
portico looked towards the ftaircafe. On the remains of the 
walls, which rife confderably higher than the animal figurej 
that project from them, may be obferved certain characters; 
but theyjire fo fmall and fo high, that nothing can be made of 

: not carved out of one ftone, but out of 


them. 


The figures ar 


three joined together for that purpofe. Between the two por¬ 
ticoes, which are diftant from each other 92 feet, ftandthetvvo 
columns above-mentioned, which are ftill pretty entire, of white 
marble, fluted, and wonderfully beautiful as to their chapiten 
and other ornaments. They are 14 feet in circumference, and 
54 high, and are diftant from the firft portico only 26 feet; fo 
that from fome remains ftill to be feen, it may be concluded 
that there were other two columns betwixt them and the fur- 
theft portico. Fifty-two feet fouthward from the laft-mcn- 
tiojied portico, is a large ciftern cut out of a whole ftone20 

feet 5 inches broad, and 3 feet above the earth, 




1 

feet long, 

From thence, for a {pace of about 150 paces to the mountain 
there is nothing to be met with, a fmall influted column ex¬ 
cepted, but wild heaps of broken ftones. 

South from thefe porticoes, at the diftance of 172 feet, it 
another ftaircafe, confifting of two flights of fteps in the fame 
manner as the former, the fteps being 17 feet long, 3 inches 


high, and 14 inches and an half broad. Many of them towards 
the top, tho’ cut out of the rock, are broken and deftroyed, 
The whole elevation of this ftair is not 7 feet. On the fides 
of the ftaircal 


trie 


figure of 


ife are a great many figures in bas relief, particularly 
4 a lion tearing a bull, larger than the life. There 


is alfo on the fide of one of the flights of fteps a fquare fpace 
filled with characters, of which the higheft rows are quite ef¬ 
faced. This landing-place, as the former, is paved with very 
large ftones to the diftance of 22 feet from the wall, where 
flood two rows of pillars each confifting of fix columns in 
front, of which there is only one now remaining entire. Seventy 
feet 8 inches beyond thefe ftand 36 columns, fix in front and 
fix in flank, at the diftance of 22 feet from each other. There 
are ftill feven of thefe entire, with the bafes of all the reft, but 
much broken and defaced. Seventy feet 8 inches weft from 
thefe columns were twelve others, difpofed in two rows, five 

of which are only remaining. From the fragments of the or¬ 
naments, which lie half interred, it appears that each of the 
columns was Unmounted with the figure of a camel kneeling. 
Southward from the Jaft-mentioned columns ftands the edifice, 
1110ft elevated of any in thefe ruins ; and turning eaftvvard to¬ 
wards the mount: in, the ruins of many buildings appear, which 

eat fpace, confifting of windows, foroe of tnenj 

}1U«* 


take 


up a 


err 



offffir&t ffit- 2 /o# • 
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With chara&ers, pailages, porticoes adorned with figu 


iv9 


res, 


'The edifice above-mentioned confifts aim oft wholly of 
and little porticoes detached from each other, now in 
; die ground covered with the fragments is about 147 
jquare. Under fome of the porticoes, on each fide, are 
ike figures of a man and two women, from the knees upwards, 
ikoJegs being covered with earth. In others are feen the 
^tres of men combating with wild beafts, and various other 
lores. Some of them are very remarkable for the number 
«f figures they contain, exhibiting, as lome fuppofe, a royal 
gdjfprc, where the king appears fitting on his throne, with 
ifoodfool, a perfon holding a kind of umbrella over his head, 
ipetitkmer before him, and his guards with fhields, lances, 
ft. attending him. Behind this edifice one finds another of 
mcBthe fame kind, except that it is 38 feet longer; and 100 
fct faith from thence, the laft ruins of thefe edifices are found, 
(toiiftmg chiefly of porticoes and enclofed fpaces of ground. 
Between thefe two ruins are certain fubterraneous paflages, 
■which the inhabitants imagine great treafures are hid $ but 
I IbBrun, who entered them, rather thinks they were in- 
tailed for carrying off water, or fome fuch like purpofe. 

Some learned men have imagined from the proceflions deli- 
K*d on the walls, the vales in the hands of many of the 
fans, the feveral tablets of unknown chara&ers, and hiero- 
patacal reprefentations ftill to be feen in thefe ruins, that this 
ttttt ftrudlure was a temple dedicated to the deities worfhip- 

dmPtrfia. Others, with much greater reafon, are of opi- 
aa»that thefe ruins are the fad remains of the antient palace 
itafepdisy which they think ftrongly confirmed by the de- 
faipdons of that noble pile of building left us by antient au- 
fcn. On the whole it may be prefumed, that whatever this 
edifice was, it was actually erected by the kings of the firft 
nee, fince nothing feen there carries the afpe£l of later times ; 
fe whether Cyrus was the founder, or whether this palace was 
j*gun by Darius and finilhcd by JCcrxcs y is a point not cafily, 
^at all, to be determined. The traditions of the natives with 
KfpcQ to thefe antiquities, are generally reprefented by tra¬ 
vellers as confufed, extravagant, and not to be depended on ; 
*hich cenfure, perhaps, may be in a great meafure owing to 
d* ignorance of the Europeans in the hiftory of thofc eaftern 
taintnes as written by the orientals, who are not always fo 
fabulous and incoherent as they are reprefented. The ac- 
ftamts of the antients concerning this famous city and palace, 
** to the following purpofe. According to Diodorus , this 
palace was furrounded with a treble wall. The firft 
^sfixteen cubits high, adorned with many fumptuous build- 
^ and lofty turrets. The fecond was like to the firft, but 
jhigh again. The third was four fquare, fixty cubits high, all 
hardeft marble, and fo cemented as to continue to the 
“telt time. On the four Tides are brazen gates, near to which 
palllladcs of the fame metal twenty cubits high. On the 

6 caft 
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cad file of this citadel, about <.oo feetdittany flood a mot 
called the royal mount, in which were cut the fepulchres 
the kings out of the folid rock. In this citadel were ma 
lfcitely lodgings, both for the king and his foldiers, of ex eft 
vorkir.aninip, and trcrJury chambers moft commodioufly cq 
tri. cd i«*r the laying t:p of money. Alexander having here mj 
a Sumptuous fctill in commemoration of his victory, he and] 
gueitr, after they were all drunk, let fire to the noble ftra 
ture a: the periuafion of fome proftitutes who were prefc 
at the entertainment *• Many later writers have copied d 
account of this author. Plutarch , in his account of thistran 
aiticii, agrees aimed wholly with Died crus. Arrian fays, ft 
Alexander feized at Paffnrgada on the trealures laid up thercl 
Cyrus ; and then adds, 44 the royal palace of the Pcrfian ox 
44 narchs he burnt much againft the will of Parmenio bt 
alleged in his own vindication, that he thereby avenged the 0 
juries his countrymen had formerly received from the army* 
Xerxes, who had caul'ed the idol temples of Greece to be bum 
This is alfo the account of Strabo, and according to Curtin 
Per ft polls was at this time alfo deftroyed ; but in this be i 
plainly miftaken ; for Diodorus , Arrian, and the author of ft 
bock of Maccabees, mention Pcrfepolls as {landing in the day] 
of A>.il ; chus f. 

At two leagues diflance from thefe ruins there is a fanxw 
mountain, feated between two of the fined plains in the world, 
and called by the inhabitants by feveral names. Sometime 
they flile it Kahrejlcn-Gauron, that is, the fepulchre of ft 
Gau >s , fome times Nachs Rujlan, the picture of Rujlan\'d 
and fometimes Tadt-Rujlan, that is, the throne of Rujrn. 
This R-jlan, as we oblcrvcd, is the Hercules, or rather ft 
Arnadls, "of the eafterns ; for the dories they tell of him are alike 
fabulous and romantic. This mountain, tho* an entire rod, 
and harder and capable of a better polifh than marble,* 
fmoothed by art, and on its fidcs, which are perfectly perpen¬ 
dicular, are figures reprefented in bas relief with great Hi 
and beauty. The firlt of thefe, which is about the height of 
a pike from the ground, reprefents a combat between tw 
knights mounted on horfeback, each of them having an in* 
mace in his left hand. One of them has a bonnet on his bead, 
and holds out in his right hand a large ring of iron, of whkk 
the ether knight feems to take hold with his right hand. AS 
thefe figures are giganclc ; and as to the meaning of the piece, 
it is thus explained by indent traditions and the Pcrfian poets* 
One of thefe horfemen, they fay, was Rujlan, or Rujiem, the fa 
of Sal the JVkltc, the fon of Sam, the fon of Noramon king® 
the Indies ; the fecond, Rujlan the fon of 'Tabmour kingej 
Pc r fia. Thefe two princes, after being engaged in long a* 


* Piod. I. xvii. c. 
Alex, i Mac. c. vi. 


7. t Idem. 1 . xix, 
2 Mac. c. ix. 
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I y wars, at length agreed to determine their quarrels by 
{bat in this manner. One agreed to extend a ring of iron, 

\ the other was to lay hold of, and whoever fhould wrench 
ing from the other, fhould be efteemed the conqueror, 
bould be obeyed for the future by him who loll it. They 

oo, that the king of Perjta r, who is reprefented in the 
»with a long beard, vanquifhed the king of the Indies in 
aigagemcnt. Not far from this piece of fculpture are two 
re reprefenting human figures, the firft, two men on horfe- 
holding a ring; the fecond, two men meeting another 
lorfeback in a laluting or fupplicating pofture. At a fmall 
ace from thefe figures is the firft tomb, and 60 paces fur- 
there is a fecond tomb; 30 paces from thence a third, 
at the diftance of 100 paces a fourth, which is the laft. 
rthe third tomb are two infcriptions of the fame charac* 
as thofe at Perfepolis . There arc many other curious re- 
entations carved on this mountain, fome perfe&ly whole 
found, and others much decayed. From what has been 
concerning thefe ftupenduous monuments of antient mag- 
xnce, we may juftly conclude, that the antient Perfans 
died, if not excelled, their eaftern neighbours in a taftc 
die arts. 


at 


SECT. II. 

O' the antiquity, government , a flams , arts, learning and trade 

of the antient Persians. 

B OTH facred and prophane writers agree that the Perjians 
were a very antient nation, and were originally defeended 
fan Elam, or Elymns, the fon of Shan, from whom the coun¬ 
ty firft fixed in was called Elam, or Elymais . By degrees, 
* their numbers encreafed, they fpread themfelves into Sufiana 
^ other adjoining provinces, as appears from Daniel, who 
fe the metropolis of Stiftana, in the province of Elam*, 
AB the Greek interpreters by Elam underlland Pcrjia , and in 
k Ath the Perf (ms are called Elamites . 

Tie government of Perfta was monarchical, and the crown 
kreditary. The kingdom of Elam feems even to have been 
PWty powerful in the time of Abraham, the king having made 
Fjxcurfion fo far weft as Canaan . Elam, in the time <*(Jere- 
F®> muft have been a great and potent kingdom, as is plain 
Fro the prophecy, where he fore t el s the increafe of i \ ebnehad- 
dominions, particularly by the conqueft of Elam , a 
Fpiom on the river Ulai, by the (Greeks called Eidcci:: f. 


Tlie firft 

inhabi¬ 
tants of 

Perfam 


Their go¬ 
vernment. 


* Jofcph. Antiq. Dan. c. vii. 


+ Jerem. 49. 
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But to confider Perjia as the fecond of the four great cm- 
pires, its monarchs were under no controul, but governed bv 
their own arbitrary will and pleafure. They were revered by 
their fubjefts as gods, none daring to appear before their throne 
without proftrating themfelves on the ground with a kind of 
adoration. - Sperchies and Bulls , both Lacedemonians , and alfo 
Conon the Athenian , according to JuJlin , refufed to comply with 
this ceremony, lfmemas the Theban declined it by purpofely 

letting his ring drop, and then throwing himfelf on the ground 

to take it up*; and Valerius Maximus informs us, that the 
Athenians put Timagoras to death for paying this veneration to 
a Perjian monarch. In the time of Apollonius , none were al- 
lowed to appear before the king who had not proftrated them, 
felves before his image. While they were in the king’s pre. 
fence, they were to hold their hands within their fleeves fo 
long as the audience lafted. For neglefting this ceremony, 
Antofafes and Mitusus , as we read in Xenophon , were put to 
death by Cyrus the younger. None were fuffered to enter the 
royal palace without the fovereign’s leave, except the princes 
who flew the impoftor Smerdis. What refpeft and obedience 
his vaflals paid him, we learn from Herodotus , who tells us, 
that Xerxes being once in great danger by fea, many, at the 
king’s defire, ftrove who Ihould be firft in leaping over board 
to lighten the veflel, and fave their prince’s life at. the expence 
of their own. They all lived in no lefs dread of the king’s 
wrath than of the anger of the gods, and were ready at the 
leaft intimation' given them by their prince to become their 
own executioners. The crown was hereditary, and bellowed 
on the eldeft of the deceafed prince’s fons. The coronation 
was celebrated at Pafargada by the priefts, who bore a great 
fway in the court of Perfia ; and in the beginning of the ce¬ 
remony, which was performed in the temple of the god dels of 
war, the king cloathed himfelf with the garment which Cyra 
the founder of the Perfian monarchy had worn before he was 
raifed to the throne. Being thus attired, he ufed to eat fome 
figs, with a fmall quantity of turpentine, and drink a cupfull 
of lower milk. The Tiara ox crown was then placed on his 
head by one of the grandees, in whofe family that right was 
hereditary, and deemed the greateft honour a fubjeft could en¬ 
joy. Round the tiara the king wore a purple and white band 
or diadem ; for nothing elfe is meant by the word diadem in the 
antient v/riters, but a band of this nature wreathed round the 
forehead. The king’s birth-day was kept as facred, and cele¬ 
brated with the utmoll pomp and magnificence. His death was 
bewailed by {hutting the tribunal of juflice for five days; and 
that fire which was worfhiped in families, was, on that occa- 
fion alone, extinguilhed. The king abode, according to the 
feafon, at Babylon , Sufa, and Ecbatan. Sufa was his winter re- 
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Science. Strabo and Paufanias compare the walls, of this city 
even with thofe of Babylon ; and according to GaJJiodorus , they 
were Cemented with gold, which account deferves no credit. 
It was called Sufa from the many lilies which grew in its 
neighbourhood ; and being flickered from the northern winds 
by a high ridge of mountains, was very agreeable during the 
winter : but in fummer, the heat was fo parching* that the 
inhabitants were forced to cover their hotifes with earth two 
cubits deep* The Perfian kings fometimes removed to Pafar- 
gada , and fometimes to Pcrfepolis , which at laft became their 
ordinary refidehce* Their court or palace had many gates, and 
each gate a body of guards. To thefe rtieffengers were fent 
from the moft remote provinces of the empire, when any thing 
happened worthy of the king’s krtowlege. They alfo received 
immediate intelligence of any fudden commotion by means of 
fires, which ,were always ready to be lighted when occafion 
required, at fmall diftances from each other; fo that in one 
day they could receive notice of any tumult, rebellion, or in- 
vaiion in what part foever it happened in that vaft empire. 

Tfie king’s palace, which was deemed facfed, was extremely 
magnificent, and furnifhed with utenfils of ineftimable value. 
The walls and the roofs of the rooms were all covered with, 
ivory, filver, amber or gold. The throne was of pure gold, 
fupported by four pillars richly fet with precious ftones. Its 
canopy was a vine of gold, prefented to Darius by Pythias a 
Lydian , who, after the king of Perfta , was accounted the 
richest man in the world. The body and branches of this 
vine were enriched with jewels of great value, and the clufters 
of grapes were all of precious ftones *. The king’s bed was 
likewife of gold; at its head was placed a coffer containing 
5000 talents, called his bolfter, and another at the foot con¬ 
taining 3000 talents. Adjoining to the king’s palace were large 
gardens, and parks ftocked with all forts of game for his di- 
verfion. Tally tells us out of Xenophon , that Cyrus the Great 
planted and cultivated one of thefe delicious gardens with his 
own hands. Alexander enriched them with trees and plants out 
of Greece. The Perfian kings drank no other water but that 
of the Euleus or Choafpes , the water of which river was carried 
about with them in filver veffels whitherfoever they went. 
They drank only Calybonian wine made at Damafcus in Syria, 
and touched no bread but what was of the wheat of Aj/os in 
Phrygia , and their fait was brought from 'Egypt. Their table 
was daily ferved with fomewhat of the product of each nation 
fubjeCl to them ; and the magnificence of their public feafts ex¬ 
ceeded, as appears from feripture, what we read of in hiftories 
of other nations. During theif repaft their ears were feafted 
with the harmony both of vocal and inftrumentai mufic, and 300 
women, of the fweeteft and melodious voices, were in con- 
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ftant attendance to divert the king at his unbended hours. It 
was likewife their bufinefs to lull him afleep with the melody 
and variety of their notes, and recreate his mind as foon as he 
awaked in the morning. Moft of the Perfian kings were fo 
diffolved in pleafurcs, that they fcarce minded any thing be- 
fides the gratification of their vbluptuous appetites j and Xerxes 
was not afhamed to propofe, by a public edi£l, an ample re¬ 
ward to any one who fhould devife a new pleafure*. Their 
.luft and voluptuoufnefs fufficiently appear from the book of 
EJlher ; and Tully adds, that the revenues of whole provinces 
were employed on the attire of fome of their favourite concu¬ 
bines, one city being obliged to fupply them with ornaments 
for their hair, another for their necks, &c. The king’s chil¬ 
dren, more particularly the eldeft, were prefently after their 
birth committed to the care of eunuchs. At feven years old 
they learned under experienced inftrudtors to ride and hunt, 
which were looked upon as the moft manly exercifes. At the 
age of fourteen they were put under the difcipline of four learn¬ 
ed preceptors, of whom one was to teach them prudence, ano¬ 
ther juftice, the third temperance, and the fourth fortitude f. 
The cuf- We fhall now relate the manners and cuftoms of the antient 
toms and Perjtans , before they were enervated and depraved by wealth 
manners and luxury. They had a particular care of the education of 
of the Per- their children above any other nation. A fon was not admit- 
fians. ted to the prefence of his father, but was brought up by women 

of the beft character, till he attained the age of five years, 
At five years old, the children of thofe who could afford it, were 
committed to the tuition of learned mafters or mages, who 
carefully taught them, more by examples than precepts, the 
pradliceof juftice, patience, fobriety, abftinence, and all other 
virtues. The utmoft pains was taken to implant in their breads 
an averfion to all manner of vice, efpecially to lying and con¬ 
tracting of debts. They were taught alfo to ride, to fhoot 
with bows, and to fight on horfeback. They were brought up 
with fuch an awful refpedt for their parents, that they never 
offered to fit down in their prefence. Every father had power 

of life and death over his own children, but was reftrained by 
the laws from exercifing fuch feverity for fmall faults, or for 
one crime alone. The Pcrfians were antiently all trained up 
to military exercifes, and were particularly expert at handling 
the bow. According to Herodotus , they taught their fons from 
the age of five years to that of twenty chiefly three things, to 
manage a horfe, to ufe the bow with dexterity, and' to fpeak 
truth. The Perf,ans efteemed a numerous iffue the greateft 
blefling, and fuch as could fliew a numerous offspring, received 
prefents from the king. In their diet they were very tempe¬ 
rate, and generally lived very fparingly ; but they were always 

-j- Xen. 
inclined 
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inclined to drinking, and ufed even to debate the moft impor¬ 
tant matters over their cups ; but the matter of the houfe where' 
they met to confult, propofed the fame fubjedf the next day- 
before they tatted any liquor, when the refolutions taken the 
day before were approved or rejected; No nation was ever 
more ready to adopt foreign cuftoitls. Upon conquering the 
Medes they aflumed their drefs ; after they had ftibdued Egypt , 
they ufed the Egyptian armour, and as Herodotus owns, they 
imitated the Greeks as foon as they became acquainted with 
them, in the worft of vices. They were indulged feveral wives, 
befides as many concubines as they were able to maintain. 

They bare fuch refpect to their parents, that they thought it 
impoffi'ole a man fiiould ever put to death. his father or mo¬ 
ther, whence no punifhrnents were affigned by their laws for 
fuch a crime. If any one was accufed of fuch an inhuman 
deed, he was always declared by the judges fpurious or fuppo- 
fititious. To affirm a fallhood, was accounted the utmoft in¬ 
famy, and next to that, the being in debt j becaufc it expofed 
a man to the neceffity of lying. Thefe cuftoms, with feveral 
others, Herodotus tells us that he can with certainty affirm to 

be true. 

The moft fevere punifliment among the Perjlans was that of Theif' 
fhutting the offender up between two boats, with his head, puniffi- 
his feet and hands expofed. On his face, which was placed full ments. 
in the fun, they poured honey, which inviting the flies and 
wafps, tormented him no lefs than the fwarms of worms that 
were ingendered in his excrements, and devoured his body to the 
very entrails. That he might not die foon by ftarving himfelf, 
the executioner forced him to eat what Was neceflary to fupport 
nature, by torturing him with (harp irons which he thruft into 
his eyes. Such as were convidted of high treafon, were con¬ 
demned to have their right hand- and then their hea^ ftruck off. 

But by the antient laws of Perfia , the king was reftrained from 
putting any man to death for a Angle crime. Poifoners were 
prefled to death between two ftones. 

The Perjians were remarkably jealous of their wives and T heir 
concubines. It was death to touch any of the king’s wpmen, marriages 
to fpeak to them, or even to come near them or their coaches and incef- 
as they travelled. They were allowed to marry their own tuouscom- 
lifters or daughters ; and Minutius Felix reproaches them with merce. 
marrying or criminally converfing with their mothers. This 
iticeftuous cuftom they obferved alfo in other countries, where * 
they were on that account abhorred by the inhabitants. 

The firft that caufed gold and filver to be coined in Perfia , Their 
was Darius or Cyaxares , the foil of Ajlyages , or as he is called in money, 
feripture, Darius the Mede , who afte r the taking of Babylon , coin¬ 
ed thofe famous pieces of gold called dar'tcs. They Were ftamped 
on one fide with an archer cloathed in a long robe, and crowned 
with a fpiked crown, holding a bow in his left hand and an 
arrow in his right, and on the other fide was the effigies of 
&mns. They were of the fame weight and value with the 
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Attic Jiater , and alfo with the Crcejfei , the gold coin of Lydia , 
thefe laft being probably recoined into darics upon the downfal 

of the Lydian kingdom. 

Their arts The Per fans feem to have made no great advances in 
and i'cien learning before the time of Zoroajircs , whom they call Zer. 

ces c 3 c dufiU or Z aratujh, who is fuppofed to have flourilhed under 
5 * Darius Hyftafpis, and was the greateft mathematician and phi. 

lofopher of the age he lived in. The Adages having been in- 
ftru£ted partly by him and partly by Hyjtafpes , the father of 
Darius , in mathematics and natural philofophy, were reputed 
above all others {killed in thofe arts. This knowlege, however, 
was locked up among the priefts, and feldom communicated to 
any except thofe of the royal family, whom they were bound 

to inftru£l. 

Before the founding of their empire by Cyrus, they feem 
never to have cultivated trade and commerce. They had no 
money among them till after the conqueft of Lydia , nor any 
cloathing but {kins. Water they ufed for drink, and had nei¬ 
ther wine nor any other thing but what their barren country 


Their fol- 
diery. 




Their ar¬ 
mour and 
cuiapiaie. 


produced. 

By their continual exercife of riding and hunting, they 
inured themfelves to the toils of war. They never laid afide 
their fwords, quivers and bows, but when they went to repofe, 
and had them even then always ready at hand. As foon as 
they were able to bear arms, they were obliged to enter them¬ 
felves on the lift of foldiers; but received no pay till the age of 
twenty. And in time of war they were all bound, on pain of 
death, except fuch as were difabled by age or otherwife, to ap¬ 
pear under their relpedtive ftandards, and attend the king in 
his expeditions *. In the time of Herodian , they neither ufed 
mercenaries nor maintained a {landing army; but were all 
obliged, when occaflon required, to repair to their colours, 
and had no other pay or reward but the plunder they took from 

the enemy f. 

In war they wore on the head a tiara or head-piece, fo thick 
as to be proof againft all kinds of oftenfive weapons ; on the 
body a coat of maii wrought in likenefs of feales, and embel- 
liflied with fleeves of various colours, their thighs were defend¬ 
ed with cuiffes ; their fhields, or rather targets, were of wicker; 
their javelins fhort, their bows of an uncommon length, and 
their arrows of reeds. They wore their fwords, which were 
very fhort, upon their right thigh. Their horfes were alfo 
covered with armour or thick hides, as we read in Xenopkn , 
Curtins, Ammianus Alarcellinus, hc . They were fure markl- 
men ; however, in the time of Procopius , their arrows did bat 
final! execution, which he aferibes to the flackncfs of their 
bows ; whereas no fnield or armour was proof againft the k- 

9 

* Ammian. Marcel I. xxiii. Strab.l. xv; Herod. 1 . i, &iv, 

f Herodian. 1 . iii. & v. 

irs 





O F TH E WORLD. 

mn arrows. Before they took the field there was a general 
mufter, when each man threw an arrow into a bafket, and 
when they returned from the campaign they again pafled in 
review, when each man took an arrow from the bafket, which 
till their return had been kept carefully fealed. By counting 
the remaining arrows, they knew what number of men the 
campaign had coft them. Among them it was difreputable to 
appear in public but on horfeback; on horfeback they tranfi- 
acted all their private and public affairs, held their afiemblies, 
vifited their friends. When they' went on any expedition, 
their wives, mothers, children, &c. followed the camp ; which 
cuftom was obferved among all the eaftern nations, they ima¬ 
gining it was a great incitement to them to behave with gal¬ 
lantry in any enterprize. When they intended to make war 
on any nation, they fent heralds to demand of them earth 
and water; that is, to command them to fubmit and acknow- 
lege the king of Perfta as the fovereign lord of their coun¬ 
try. This form of declaring war, according to Plutarch , they 
borrowed from the Medes , who feem therein, as in many other 
things elfe, to have imitated the Ajfyrians. In time of action 
the king was always in the centre; and when the fignal was 
given by found of trumpets, it was followed by an univerfal 
fhout of the whole army. The royal banner was a fpread-eagle 
■ of gold carried on the point of a long fpear. They ufed no ftra- 
tagems, nor cared for any advantages that were not owing to 
their valour. They never fought in the night, unlefs attacked 
by the enemy, nor marched before the fun-rifing. Duels or 
fingle combats were in ufe among them, as is plain from the 
ftories of Darius and Polydamas. 

As to their laws, they are greatly commended .by Xenophon , Their 
who prefers them to thofe of any other nation ; observing that laws, 
other lawgivers only appointed punifhments for crimes com¬ 
mitted, but did not take fufiicient care to prevent men from 
committing them ; whereas the main defign of the Perfian laws 
was, to infpire men with a love of virtue and abhorrence of vice, 
fo as to avoid the one and purfue the other, without regarding 
either punifhment or reward. To attain this end, parents were 
not allowed by their laws to give their children what educa¬ 
tion they pleafed, but were obliged to fend them to public 
fchools, under the care of men of the firft quality and beft 
characters, where virtue was taught them in the fame manner 
as the fciences are taught among other nations. From feven 
to feventeen, the youths were allowed no other food but bread 
and crefles, and no other drink but water. There were par¬ 
ticular laws againft ingratitude, and whoever had done any 
good office, if he did not meet with a fuitable return, could 
bring an action againft the ungrateful perfon, who upon con¬ 
viction, was punifhed with great feverity. The Perjian kings 
frequently heard caufes themfelves, both civil and military ; 
and tho’ tranfcendantly vicious in other refpccts, were never- 
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thelefs very tender in point of juftice and equity. After hearing 
the merits of the caufe with great attention, they took feveral 
days to confider and advife with fuch as were converfant ii\ 
their laws before they gave fentence. When they fat on life 
and death, they not only confidered the crime of which the 
delinquent was impeached, but all the actions, whether good 
or bad, of his whole life, and condemned or cleared him ac¬ 
cording to his general char after. Their humanity and good¬ 
nature towards criminals is very remarkable. Thus Artaxerm 
Longimanus ordered that the turbans of the condemned perfons 
fhould be ftruck off inftead of their heads ; that the firings 
with which they tied them fhould be cut inftead of their ears, 
and their garments whipt inftead of their perfons. The judges 
were all men of unblemifhed charafters, and well fkilled in 
the laws of the kingdom. Their employment was for life, 
and they were called royal judges , fome of them attending the 
king whitherfoever he went, and others adminiftring juftice 
at ftated times in different provinces. 

The royal As to the Perjian revenues, it is plain from all the antient 
revenues, writers, both facred and profane, that each province had its 

peculiar treafure and treafurer. In the city of Damafcus , Alex¬ 
ander found 2600 talents, and filver uncoined to the value of 
200 more ; in Arbela 4000 talents, in Sufa 40,000 talents and 
9000 darks ; in Perfepolis 120,000 talents ; in Parfagada 6000, 
and in Ecbatan 180,000 *. Thefe immenfe fums arofe from 
the tributes which each province was yearly obliged to pay 
according to the affeffment of Darius Hyjlafpis , who was nick¬ 
named the merchant, from the impohng of thofe taxes and 
other things of the like nature. The fum total of the king’s 
revenues, according to the computation of Herodotus, amount¬ 
ed to 14,560 Euboic talents, befides other fmaller fums. Thefe 
revenues were gathered at firft from the provinces of Afiaq illy 5 
but in procefs of time, tbeiflands of feveral provinces of Europe , 
with Egypt , Syria , &c. were likewife taxed, which increafed 
the king’s revenues to fuch a degree, that Alexander , accord¬ 
ing to JufUn , after the conqueft of Perfia , received yearly from 
his fubjefts the fum of 300,000 talents. The lands of thePcr- 
f.ans were free from all taxes, but the other provinces, befides 
money, were obliged to contribute confiderably from their 
proper productions towards the maintenance of the king, and 
in time of war of his army. Tlius the provinces of Cyrem 
and Barca were, befides the ordinary taxes, afl’efled at fuch a 
quantity of corn, as was fufficient to fupply 120,000 men. The 
Satrapa of Babylon maintained the king and his court for four 
months, and befides fent him annually 500 young eunuchs. The 
Ethiopians and adjoining people made every third year a pre- 
fent of a quantity of gold, 200 bundles of ebony, 5 Ethiopian 
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children, and 20 elephants teeth of the large# llze. The GoL 
chlam prefented the king every fifth year with 100 boys and 
the like number of young women ; the Arabians with a quan¬ 
tity offrankincenfe, anfweringthe weight of 1000 talents, &c *. 



SECT. III. 


Of the religion of the Persians. 

_ s 

0 

T HE religion of the antient Perfans , if we may credit 

the moff learned and induftrious writers, is venerable for 
its antiquity, and worthy of admiration for its having fubfifted 
now fome thoufand years in as grea t, or greater, purity than 
any other religion known to us at this day f. Authors, how¬ 
ever, in their relations on this fubje#, are far from corref- 
ponding exactly j and the defcriptions which modern travellers 
have given us of thofe who profefs this religion in Perfia and 
India, even in our time, differ fo widely, tho’ not indeed in 
elTential articles, that it requires no fmall degree of patience to 
feparate the ore from the drofs, and to prefent the reader with 
what is worthy of being known and believed among heaps of 
fables and mifreprefentations. The Greek and Latin hiftorians 
being polytheifts themfelves, of courfe concluded that other na¬ 
tions alfo worlhiped a variety of gods ; they therefore not only 
reported that the Perftans worlhiped the fire, the air, the fun, 
tie. but alfo forged fuch facrifices and religious rites, as feem- 
ed to correfpond beft with the notions they had framed of the 
Perfian religion. Inftances of this we have in Herodotus , who 
gives an account of facrifices of white horfes performed by the 
magi who attended Xerxes in his expedition to' Greece ; and 
j^. Curtius confidently tells us, that the royal chariot of Darius 
was adorned with the images of Ninus and Belus, who were 
never worlhiped by the Perftans , neither were they wont to 
ere# images or to worlhip them. As to the relations of travel¬ 
lers concerning the religion of the Perfans , or Perfees , we need 
not wonder that they differ, fince they very feldom exa&ly 
agree in their defeription of lefs intricate things. The moll: 
exa# guide on this fubjedt, is the moff, learned and judicious 
Dr. Thomas Hyde , who in his valuable hiftory of the religion 
of the antient Perfans , fupports every thing he lays down by 



* Herod. 1 . iii. Strabo, 1 . xv. Xenoph. in Anabas. 1 . iv. -f Hyde 
hift. relig. vet Perfi The religion of the Perfees by Henry Lord. Re¬ 
lation de l’etat pref. de Perfe par Sanfon. Hift. of Chaldaic philofo- 
phy, by Thomas Stanley, book ii. Philof. general, per Theoph. Ga- 
Isum. Prid. Connett. rol. i. Herbert’s, Della Valle’s,, Tavernier’s 
travels, &c. 
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antient monuments, or by the exprefs authority of the law of 
Tterdujht , which the Perfians believed to be divine. 

Free from The Perfians , it is certain, have preferved the worfhip of one 
idolatrous God, and other effential articles of true religion, thro’ a long 

courfe of years, without fubmittingthro’ force, or fufferingthem- 
felves to be drawn over by perfuafion or fraud to any new faith, 
tho’ they have fo often changed their matters, and have met 
with the moft opprobrious and oppreffive treatment from the 
Mohammedans. The modern Perjians are unanimoufly acknow- 
leged to be as honett, as charitable, and inoffenfive a people as 
any upon earth ; and as their principles are far more rational 
than thofe of their bigotted oppreflors, we may realbnably hope, 
that in God’s due time they will acknowlege the truth of the 
gofpel difpenfation. The Mohammedans load them with op¬ 
probrious names, and fuch as they no way deferve, calling 
them Nogujha , that is, zabian or detefter of the true faith 5 
Ghebri , or Ghaur , that is, infidel. They allb ftile them fire- 
worfhipers, fools and madmen, and the moft gentle term they 
make ufe of is Mogh , that is magian. With ftrangers, how¬ 
ever, thefe afperfions do the Perfians no hurt; for they, look¬ 
ing on the innocence and integrity of thefe poor peoples lives, 
afford them both their pity and efteem. We fhall here fub- 
join an abftrabt of the five precepts which thefe Perfians ac¬ 
knowlege as the rule of life which every layman is bound to 
The chief obey, as they are reported by Mr. Lord. I. To have fhame 
rules of ever with them as a remedy againft all fin; for a man would 
the antient never opprefs his' inferiors if he had any fhame ; a man would 
Perfians. never fteal if he had any fhame. II. To have fear always pre- 

fent with them, and that every time the eye twinkled or clofed 
its lids together, they fhould ftand in fear at thofe times of 
their prayers left they fhould not go to Heaven, the thoughts 
of which fhould make them fear to commit fin, for that God 
fees what manner of ones they are that look up towards him. 

III. That whenfoever they are to do any thing, they think 
whether the thing be good or bad that they are to go about, 
whether commanded or forbidden in the 

IV. That whatfbever of God’s creatures they fhould firft be¬ 
hold in the morning, it fhould be a monitor to put them in 


book of religion. 


mind of their thankfgiving to God, who had given fuch eood 


things for mens fervice and ufe. 


V. That whenfoever they 
pray by day, they fhould turn their faces towards the fun, and 
whenfoever they prayed by night, they fhould incline to the 
moon ; for that they are the two great lights of Heaven, and 
God’s two witnefles, moft contrary to Lucifer , who loveth dark- 


nefs more than light. 


The firft inhabitants of this country being the defendants 
of Elam the fon of Sbem , it is not to be doubted but the true 
religion flourifhed among them with the utmoft purity. In 
procefs of time, however, it was corrupted by an intermixture 
of fuperftitious rites and heretical opinions, the falfe religion, 
called Zabiijm , having in a few generations tainted almoft the 

whole 
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whole oriental nations. From this, it is affirmed by fome an- 
d en t authors, they were thoroughly recoyered by the patriarch 
1 Abraham-, who left it them once more in its pure and primitive 
hmplicity, wherein he tranfmitted it to his own defcendants *. 

But if this were fo, they were a fecond time corrupted and en¬ 
raged if not in idolatrous practices, yet in fufpicious a&s of 
reverence to the heavenly bodies, and in pradtices inconfiftent 

with true faith. 1 _ / . 

Tho’ the fplendor of their religion might be darkned with They were 

tlmi'e foots, vet it continued infinitely fuperior to the grofs fu- always 
1 v - * * •’ 1 • 1 * ^ ’ n zealous 


Perfn 


God, in the 


whom they held to be infinite and omniprefent; fo that they fervice of 
could not bear that he fhould be reprefented by either molten one God. 
or graven images, or that the Creator and Lord of the uni- 
verfe fhould be circumfcribed within the narrow bounds of 
temples. On this account, they overturned the ftatues and 
olaces of public worfhip among the Greeks , as unworthy of the 

v. . T r . i i vi ir _ r .1- _ _ . • ___ r _!_• 


Deity. 


Perfii 
worfhip of Venus 


An ac- 


vas condemned by the Magi, who 
article of their faith. There is one GOD 
init it religioufly to their pofterity f. 

The relpedf which the antient Perfia\ 
fun is the only objection againft them; yet if this matter be count of 
fcrioufly and impartially confidered, it will be found that there the refpett 
is nothing of idolatry in this refpedt of theirs, but that they they paid 
only worfhip God in the fire, and not fire as a god. Their to fire, 
extraordinary veneration for the element of fire, which they 
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Divine Nature 


Jerufal 


God revealed himfelf to Mofes by a flame in a bufh 
to teftify his prelence in the hoft of Ifrael by a pillar of fire. As 
to their veneration of the fun, it is founded on their belief, 
that he is the nobleft creature of the Almighty vifible to us, 
and ferves for his throne. That antient writers and Moham¬ 
medan authors have committed miftakes in their accounts of the 
religious tenets and cuftoms of this people, is not to be won¬ 
dered at, as they are forbidden, by the book of their law, to 
teach their antient language or its character to Grangers, or to 
inftruft them in their religion. If any higher regard had been 
paid to the fun in antient times, it would certainly have d^f- 
cended, with the other parts of their religion, to the modern 
Pcrjians", but they, we find, declare that they do not worfhip 


the fi 


un 


Mithj 
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feafons , and with what ceremonies they adored the fun P They an« 
fwered, That they never adored the fun , or paid any fort of divint 
honours to that luminary , to the moon, or to the planets ; but only 
turned themfelves towards the fun when praying, becaufe they 
’ ’ ’ * • - n 1 - re of fire. But even 


___ r _neareft 

allowing they paid a more than ordinary 
thofe who accufe them of idolatry prad 
the Perfian Mahommedans and Armenian C 

the riling fun with a low bow. 


the Hcbr i 


adoration, that is, bowing the body, was a civil as well as re¬ 
ligious rite. The fun, therefore, was no more than the Kelk 
of the Perfans , that is, the point of adoration, as the temple 
of Jerufalem was to the Jews, towards which Daniel , we find, 
turned his face when he prayed ; and as the city of Mecca is 


to 


Mohammedans 


Perfti 


agreed in their notions of the fun; fome believing the throne of 
God placed therein, and that it is the feat of Paradife; 


praying 
Deity 


---—-Q 

neverthelefs 


different 


opinion as to Paradife, but 
the fun, as a fymbol of the 

t thev never called Mithra a 


They It is, however, certain 

never god, or afcribed to it any name of the Divinity. As to the 
efteemed hre before which they worfhip, they acknowlege nothing of 
Mithra a Divinity therein $ but efteeming it a fymbol of the Deity 

deity. 


firft proftrate themfelves 
pray to God. As the fire in 
among th effezvs, fo the Perfan 


fires 


God 


altar 


It was alfo a cuftom among the Perjians to tender oaths before 
the fire upon the altar, in which alfo they agreed with the 
Jews, as they did alfo in preferving it from impure fuel; in 
which laft cafe the Perfans went fo far as to punifh offenders 

kings and principal. perfons were wont 


with death. Their 


fires 


ongft 


aromatics j but Hill all things done to or by fire were performed 
to the honour of God, and terminated folely in him, if we may 
credit the concurring teftimonies of Perfian writers yet remaining, 
and the conftant affeverations of thofe who ftill profefs this 
religion. . 

nor any Another rite of the antient Perfans r r,.fnrrM 

fymbolical of idolatry. It was this: they had an 
reprefen- time of Zoroajler’s reformation of religion, certain caves 
tations. adorned not only with figures of the fun, but of the planets, 

and other heavenly bodies. Thefe fymbolical reprefentations 
were called Mithraic figures, and were afterwards introduced 
into other nations, where they became the obje&s of idola¬ 
trous worlhip : but they were far from being fo among the 
Perfans , who ufed them only as mathematical lymbols for pj e ‘ 

. 3 fervmg 


* 
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. ; n g the true fyffiem of the univerfe, for which purpofe they 

were probably invented by Zoroqfter himfelf. 

We fhall now fhew what the Perfans themfelves have taught Whether 
concerning the eftablifhment of their religion, as well as what Abraham 
its doctrines, as to effential points received among them, was the 
The great fame of Abraham having diffufed itfelf thro’ the author of 

I rholc eaft, the Perjians afcribe the fyftem of doctrines received the Perfee 
v them to that venerable patriarch ; and they alfo as much be- rel gion. 
eve him to be the author of their Sofh, or Bible , as we believe 
leGofpel to have come to us from Chrift. In attributing books 
3 Abraham , they agree with the Jews and with the Moham- 
icdans. The Perfians fay farther, that Abraham refided in their 
ountry, in the city of Batch ; but tho’ it is allowed that the 
UPerJtan religion agreed in many great points with the religion 
(Abraham, yet it is fo far from being evident, that it is fcarce 
robable he went himfelf into that country, much lefs that he 
xecuted the office of a prophet there, and refided at Balch. 

)n the contrary, it is farmore credible that this notion took 
ife from the fuggeftion of Zoroajler , who had his learning and 
livinity out of the facred books of the Jews *. 

Tho’ fire was held the fymbol of the Divinity among the The Per- 
°erfms , yet the other -elements were alfo highly honoured by ftam re¬ 
hem ; on which account, the Greeks' and other foreigners cal- vered the 
ed them worfhipers of the elements, which was a flagrant ca- elements, 
umny; fince all the refpe& they paid to them arofe from their 
:onceiving them to be the firfl: feeds of all things. They there- 
ore efteemed the preferving of all the elements pure as an a£t of 
ligh piety, and, as fuch, meriting the Divine favour in this world 
ind in the world to come. In all things they were great affe&ers 
)f cleanlinefs, and ftudious, in an efpecial manner, of avoiding 
whatever might pollute them. It is not impoffible but fome of 
:he Perftan princes might have a£ted as is related by the Greeks * 
indhave thrown fome facrifice into a river ; but it is not likely, 
becaufe the Perfians univerfally held that whoever polluted either 
fire or water, deferved death in this world, and everlafting pu- 
niflnnent in that to come; and that whoever threw the bones 
of dead creatures into waters, were certainly damned. As they 
held the miniftration of angels-, fo they believed that one of 
thefe celeftial guards was appointed to watch over - the waters 
in general. This angel * they called Ardifur, or Arduifur, for 
whom a particular falutation or hymn was prefcribed, in which 
they praifed him for taking care of all thofe places, and prayed 
that he might continue fo to do, returning God thanks for the 
mighty advantages refulting to mankind from the benefit of 
water. Their love to purity may ftand fufficiently juflified by 
the practice of the Jews , as well as by the great advantage of 
preferving cleanlinefs in thofe exceffive hot climates, efpecially 
when we obferve that in wafhing the hands and putting on the 


* Prid. Conned, part i. 1. 4 . 
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garments they were bound to ufe folemn forms of prayer, as in- 
deed there were fet ejaculations to be ufed in the moft ordinary 
actions of human life *. 

Their priefts, tho’ like the Jewijh prielts they waited on and 
took care to preferve the facred lire from being extinguilhed, 
yet were far from making this their only duty; for thefe as well 
as thofe read every day public prayers, and did other facerdotal 
offices ; from whence thofe to whom their principles were not 
known branded them with the name of nre-worfhipers: f 0 
dangerous a thing is it to carry to any excefs even innocent ce¬ 
remonies. They never confelled their fins to any but God, nor 
fought the pardon of them from any but from him, yet they 
inclined to perform thefe public a&s of devotion before lire or 
the fun, as fymbols of the Deity. The Perfians in the moll an- 
tient times had no temples at all; but reared altars, whereon 


or uv-* iw.up.iKA 3 cii. clxx y l/ul x^cxx^va. cxx 05 VV11VU.UU 

",__L they preferved their facred fires, on the tops of mountains and 

tempica. , j - |._ |- T . —„ 


folitart 


Tioroajl\ 


for the fake of preferving thefe fires more conveniently, to ereft 
over them a pyreum , or fire-temple ; but this did not fubvert their 
antient principle, that the Lord of the univerfe ought not to 
be inclofed within walls ; for their pyre a did not eircumfcribe 
what they efteemed an image of the Divinity, but only thefym- 
bol of his purity. 

Their no- They acknowleged one eternal and omnipotent Being, the 

Creator and Preferver of all things; him they called Yml, 


Dei ty. 


Ormuzd* Hormuz , or Hormizda 


God. They 


Hot 


whom they ftiled Ahariman , Ahriman , and in verfe Ahrmarm, 
which fignifies among them them the devil. To fhew theirde- 
teftation of this wicked being, his najne in the Perfian books 
was thus written, uviuuvqy to intimate his implacable and per¬ 
petual enmity to mankind, and their deteftation of him and 
all his works. 

Some have aflerted, that the antient Perficins held a coeternity 
of thefe two principles; but others, better acquainted with 


•i 


fubfifted 


Ah arm 


X or oaf 


that Hormuz , or Oremafdt 


Air lit (iiiu viui iwiviuj ~ — 

The account given by 


what has been already faid, and almoft agrees with the religion 

Some have endeavoured to ac- 


+ 


Oromafdt 


God. 


they, faid once within his mind. How Jhall my power appeatyj 
there be nothing to oppofe me ? This reflexion called Ahariman into 
being, who thenceforward oppofed all the defigns of God; and 
thereby, in fpite of himfelf, contributes to his glory. The 
fouls of man, according to them, were at firft unbodied fpirits; 



* Hyde, c. 6. 
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but 
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but the Almighty refolving to make ufe of them in warring 
a aainft Ahriman, cloathed them with flefli, and promifed them, 
that the light fhould never forfake them till Ahriman and all 
his fervants were fubdued, after which the refurre&ion of the 
dead is to follow, with the reparation of the light from the 
darknefs, and the coming of the kingdom of peace. They 
place the day of judgment at the end of 12,000 years j and as 
to the damned, they aflert that they {hall be punilhed accord¬ 
ing to the heinoufnefs of their crimes ; but at laft even thefe 
{hall be pardoned, yet never {hall be admitted to the joys of the 
bleffed, but remain in a certain place by themfelves, with a 
black mark on their foreheads, as a badge of that ftate from 
whence, thro’ the mercies of God, they were freed. 

The point in which the Perftam differ moft from us, is as to 
the manner of God’s creating^ the world, which, they fay, hap¬ 
pened not in fix days, but in lix feafons, each feafon containing 
many days *. 

As to the exercife of their religion, and every thing relating The’r 
thereto, they have a regular clergy, and are very zealous in af- 1 A* 
fating an uninterrupted fucceffion of perfons inftru&ed in their „ j 
facred myfteries, from the time of Zerdujht to this day. Their m * • 
ordinary priefts are obliged to live according to certain rules, momes * 
much more fevere- than thofe given to the laity ; and their high 
priefts were under {fill ftri&er obligations. Their public wor- 
fhip was and is ftill thus performed. • In every pyrcum , or fire- 
temple, ftands an altar, on which burns the facred fire, kept al¬ 
ways alive by the priefts, who, when the people aflemble to their 
devotions, puts on a white habit and a mitre, with a gauze or 
cloth puffing before his mouth, that he might not breathe on the 
holy element. Thus he reads certain prayers out of the litur¬ 
gy, which he holds in one hand, fpeaking very foftly and in a 
| whifpering fort of tone, holding in his left hand certain fmall 
twigs of a facred tree, which, as foon as the fervice is over, he 
throws into the fire. To prevent as much as poflible the people 
from falling into idolatry, the prieft, when they are going from 
their devotions, informs them of the reafons why they woifliip 
before the fire, and of the obligations they are under to treat 
it with reverence. Hyde and Lord both agree that among the 
antient Perfjans were three degrees of priefts; ordinary priefts, 

overfeers of thefe, and one arcbimagns , or chief prieft. The Precepts 
duty of the priefts, according to Lord, is comprifed in the to be ob- 
eleven following rules. 1. The obferving the rites prefcribed ferved by 
in the liturgy of Z or 0 after. 2. To keep his eyes from coveting t h e ; r * 
that which is another’s. 3. To have a care always to fpeak the P ri e p tS . 
truth. 4. To keep clofe to his bufinefs, and not to meddle with ^ 
worldly affairs. 5. To get the book of the law by heart. 

0. To keep himfelf pure and undefiled, by which way only one 
man can excel another. 7. To be ready to forgive all inju¬ 


ries. 


* Lord’s rel. of the Perfees. 
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ries, fhewing himfelf a pattern of meeknefs. 8. To teach the 
common people to pray according to the law. 9. To giveij" 
cenfe for marriage to join the man and woman together. an<U 


take care that parents do not marry their children without hjj 

10. To fpend the greater part of his time in the 
To believe no other law than that given bv 
Zerdujbt ; to add nothing thereto, nor take any thing from 


approbation, 
temple. 11. 


it. 


heir 
feftivals. 


They keep yearly fix feftivals, each of five 


memory 


according to them, all 
things were created ; and as often as they eat either fifh, fowl. 

-O- - s* t . -1 1 ^ J 

inple, as an offer* 
pardon them for 


flefti 


God 


taking away the lives of his creatures in order to their own 
fubfiftence. They do not intermix with the Mofmwnedani 
and Banians , but eat alone, for the fake of purity and cleanli- 
nefs, and likewife drink every man out of his own cup. 
Education When a child is born, the parents fend for a prieft, who in- 
of their itiates it into their religion. The prieft calculates its nativity, 
children, and the name being told him by the father or the relations of 

the child, he pronounces it to the mother, who then fays, M] 
child is calledJo-and-fs ; with which the ceremony ends at that 
time. The child is afterwards carried to the fii 


the 


the 


the rhind of a holy 


to cleanfe the tender infant from whatever feeds of corruption 
and impurity it may have derived from its parents. At feven 
years of age he is confirmed and taught fome prayers by the 
prieft, who alfo inftru&s him in the firft principles of religion, 
When he is fully acquainted with the articles of his faith, he 
is then permitted to pray before the holy fire. After waffling 
his body with clean water, and fome other ceremonies, the 
prieft blefles him, and bids him be a true Perfee all the days of 

his life, and to beware of falling into idolatry *. 

Of their marriages they have five forts. 1. That of children 

2. That of widowers with a fecond wife. 


Their . , . . 

in their minority. 

marnages, 3. Of fuch perfons as marry 


4 


The 


marriage of the dead which is occafioned from an opinion they 
have, that married people are peculiarly happy in the other 
world ; wherefore, when a young perfon dies in celibacy, they 
hire one to be married to him or her, which ceremony is per¬ 
formed a little after the burial. 5. The laft kind of marriage is, 
where a perfon adopts either a fon or a daughter, and then 
gives him'orher in marriage j which alfo is founded on a reli¬ 
gious opinion, that all men ought to leave heirs behind thecij 

either natural or adopted. - 

on thefe occafions are fomewhat fingular, yet they have nothing 

in them wild and irrational. 


i ho’ the ceremonies made ufe of 



A? 


* Kyde & Lord, ut fupra. 
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As to their burials, they were moft remarkable, both as to and l 
the place and manner. The place was a round tower, on the rials, 
inn of which the dead bodies were laid, to be devoured bv the 

! lu r - i • rn* t iti i • i i .i . J 

fowls of the air. 

the prieft landing at a diftance performeth the funeral fervice 

he concludes thus : “ This our brother while he livec 
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The 


“ confided 


« its own; earth to earth, air to air, water to water, fire to 
« fire.” They fuppofe the fpirit wanders three days' after its de¬ 
parture from the body, and is, in that fpace, purfued and tor¬ 
mented by the devil, till it is able to reach their facred fire, to 
which he cannot come. Not to enlarge further on this copious 


the Perfe 


we 


Dr. Hyde, and other authors quoted on this fubj e£t 



SECT. IV. 

The reigns of the Kings of Persia, till the conquejl of that 

empire by Alexander the Great. 

s 

T H E R E is little or no account of the ftate of Perfia before The ftate 
the time of'Cyrus. Elam , or Perfia , in the earlieft times, of Perfia 
was governed by its own kings, and thofe very powerful. Che- before 
dorlaomer, the firft king of Elam mentioned in Scripture, ex- Cyrus. 
tended his conquefts over many provinces of Afia ; for the kings 
of Sodom, Gomorrah , Admah, Zeboim ,. and Zoar, were his tribu¬ 
taries. Thefe five princes, after living i z years in fubjedtion to 


V J 

yoke. The king 


fhake 

- 0 -;d into an al- 

Ellafar , and Tidal king of 


Nations, marched out againft them; and having reduced the 
Repbaims, the Zuzims, the Emims, the Horites, the Amalekites , 
ana the Amorites of Hazezontamar, at laft fell upon the re¬ 
volted, routed their army, killed the kings of Sodom and Go¬ 
morrah, and having pillaged their cities, marched back towards 
Elam, with a great number of captives and much booty. Abra¬ 
ham the patriarch, hearing that his nephew Lot was among the 
number of the captives, purfued the enemy with a fmall body 
of chofen men, and, on the 5 th day, coming up with them at 
Pan, put them to flight, and recovered his nephew, with all 
the prifoners of Sodom , and all their effects. Chedorlaomer , 
by this overthrow, loft the fovereignty of the five cities in the 
plain; but retained his other conquefts, which were very con- 
hderable. From the reign of this prince to that of Cyrus the 
Great, all that we know of the Perfians is, that they were a 
great and powerful nation; that in all likelihood they were 
lubdued by the AJfyrians j but afterwards recovered their liberty, 

and 
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; governed by princes of their own nation* til] the 6th 
Nebuchadnezzar+ who, with his allv Cvaxar?? „ 


brought them under fubj action. Their throne, however \n 
ftill filled with a prince of their own nation, even when the 
were tributary to the AJIyrians , Medes , and Babylonians. Th 


tk 


Achamenes , which mu 


only great family among them, we find upon record, is that of 
Achamenes, which mult have been very confpicuous, f ince 
Xerxes , when at the height of his glory, was proud to derive 
from thence his pedigree *. This Achetnenes , according to 
Herodotus , was the grandfather of Cyrus the Great. Others 
however, make Cyrus the fourth in defcent from AlJ. 


from thence his pedigree *. 


menes +. 


He- 


Cyrus. 


But, without enlarging on fo dark and barren a fubject we 
fhall proceed to the hiftory of Cyrus, whofe name is equally fa¬ 
mous in facred and prophane hiftory, and was mentioned in 
holy writ many years before he appeared in the world, an ho¬ 
nour beftowed upon none but him and that excellent prince 
Jojiah king of Judah. Herodotus and Xenophon , the only two 
original authors, as we may call them, who have related the 
life and exploits of this prince, differ very widely in their ae- 

♦ # n /"VM • -r « 


counts, in many inftances. 


Herodotus 


terwoven with many ftrange and furprifing events, and confe- 
quently more diverting and acceptable to the reader. We are 

• 1* 11 r . T /• tr i 


Xenoph 


from its conformity to holy writ, appears evidently to be a true 
hiftory, and not a military romance 

The ac- According to Herodotus , AJlyages , the king of the Mek, 
count of being warned by a dream, that the fon th at was to be born of 
his birth, his daughter Mandane fhould one day be lord of all Afia , to 
&c. ac- elude this prediction, married her, not according to her birth, 
cord ino- to hut to a Perfian named Cambyfes , of an antient family, but of 
Herodotus. a peaceable difpofition. AJlyages , a year after, being again 


his birth, 
tffc. ac¬ 
cording to 
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a peaceable difpofition. AJlyages , a year after, being again 
frightened by another dream, that portended the empire of A 
to his grandlon by Mandane , fer.t for her, then big with child; 
and when fhe was delivered, gave the infant to one of his offi¬ 
cers, named Harpagus, enjoining him, as he tendered his own 
life, to put the new-born fon to death with his own hands. 
Harpagus , inftead of executing the king’s orders, which fhockcd 
his humanity, gave the infant to one of the king’s herdfmen 
near the Cafpian fea, and commanded him, as from the king, 
to expofe it in the moil dangerous and abandoned part of the 
mountains. The herdfman, who was called Miihridates , not 
daring to remonftrate againft the king’s command, returned 
with the child to his cottage, where he found his wife juft deli¬ 


vered of a dead fon. 
the Medes , which fu 
name Cvrno. She be 


Sp 


& 


iftied 


* Herod. 1 . 7. 

Connect, part i. b. 2, 
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Mandane’ s foil, and learning his birth from her hufband, who 
had been informed of it by a fervant that attended him out of 
the city, prevailed on Mithridates to drefs the dead child in the 
rich clothes, and expofe it, and allow her to bring up the 
living infant as her own. Cyrus, for fo was the royal in¬ 
fant called, being thus preierved from the fnares of his 
grandfather, lived with his fuppofed parents feveral years. 

£ Being in his 10th year chofen king by his playfellows, he 
ordered one of them, the fon of a lord of eminent dignity 
among the Medes , to be whipped feverely, for refufmg to obey 
his orders. The father of the boy that nad fuffered complain¬ 
ing to the king of the indignity offered to him and his whole 
family by the herdfman’s fon, Mithridates and Cyrus were both 
lent for to court. Cyrus being afked by AJiyages , how he, who 
was the fon of fo mean a man, had dared to abufe the child of 
one of his chief lords, replied, That he had done no more than 
what he had a right to do j for being chofen king by the boys of 
the neighbourhood, who thought him the moft worthy of that 
dignity, he had punifhed the nobleman’s fon, who alone had 
flighted his orders. AJiyages , taken with the eloquence of the 
boy, which was far fuperior to his years and education, and 
narrowly remarking his mien and features, which he thought 
refembled his own, broke off the examination of the affair, and 
fending for him and his fuppofed father to the palace, quickly 
difcovered, by the confeffion of Mithridates , that he was his 
own grandfon. AJiyages eafily pardoned the herdfman, and 
pretending even to forgive his favourite Harpagus for difobeying 
his orders, invited him to come that night to (up with him, and 
to fend his fon to wait on the young Cyrus , face he intended to 
offer a facrifice to the gods in thankigiving for the care they 
had taken of his grandfon. Harpagus accordingly lent his only 
fon to wait on Cyrus j but when he came himfelf, inftead of 
being entertained like the other guefts, the flefh of his fon, 
who had been murdered, was ferved up to him, and his head, 
hands, and feet, afterwards prefented to him in a balket. Har- 
fagus betrayed no emotion at the horrid fpe&acle ; but pretend¬ 
ing to acquiefce patiently with his fate, deferred his refentment 
till a proper opportunity. 

AJiyages in the mean time, having confulted the Mages what 
he fhould do with Cyrus, and having informed them that the 
boy had already a£Ied as king, they told him, that he need be 
under no apprehenfion of his reigning a fecond time, as his 
dreams concerning him had been already fulfilled. AJiyages , 
well pleafed with this anfwer, called Cyrus, and after many 
! kind expreffions, fent him to his parents in Perjia , attended by 
| feveral lords of the firft rank. Cambyfes and Mundane received 
! Cyrus with a tendernefs and joy more eafy to be conceived than 
expreffed; and 'defiring anxioufly to know how he had been 
preferved, he gave them an account of his paft life, and fre¬ 
quently repeating the name of Spaco, commended her on alloc¬ 
ations ; from whence his parents publifhed among the Perjia ns, 

Vo l. II. K that 
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that the immortal gods had miraculoufly preferved him, and fefli 
a bitch to nourifti him. 

Some years after, the Medes being difgufted with the tyran¬ 
nical government of Ajlyagcs , Harpagus , who had never forgol 
the inhuman murder of his fon, perfuaded them to enter into 
aconfpiracy to dethrone Ajlyages, and confer the crown on his 
grandfon Cyrus. The young prince being informed of the fe- 
cret tranfaCtions of the malecontents in Media , by a letter fent 
to him by Harpagus in a hare to avoid difeovery, allembled all 
the Perjian forces, under pretence of being appointed their 
commander in chief by Ajbyagcs. The firft day he employed 
them in very hard duty, in clearing a fpot of ground about 18 
or 20 furlongs, overgrown with thorns and briars. But the day 
after, he unexpectedly entertained them with a fumptuous feaft, 
and declared, that if they would follow him, they fhould enjoy 
greater pleafures, and be no more expofed to fervile labour. He 
then difclofed to them his. true defign of delivering his country 
from the Median bondage ; when they unanimoufly declared, 
that they would Hand by him in fo good a caufe, even at the 
expence of their lives. Ajlyages being informed of the Perfm 
revolt, drew together all his forces, and, forgetful of his cruelty’ 
towards Harpagus , appointed him general of the army. The 
two nations foon came to a general engagement; but the chid 
officers among the Medes paffing over with their troops to 
Cyrus , the reft of the army was routed with great flaughter. In 
a fecond engagement the Medes were again defeated, and Ajiy 
ages , who commanded them in perfon, was taken prifoner, and 
reproached and infulted by Harpagus , who declared, that the 
revolution was intirely owing to him, as he had firft encouraged 
Cyrus to the undertaking. Aftyages replied, that he was then 
the weakeft and moft unjuft of all men ; the weakeft, in giving 
the kingdom to another, when he might have feized on it him- 
felf; the moft unjuft, in enflaving his country, to revenge a 
private injury. Thus AJlyages was deprived of his kingdom, 
after he had reigned 3 5 years, and was kept a prifoner in his pa¬ 
lace till he died, by Cyrus , who praCtifed no farther feverity 
upon him. 

I he account of the death of Cyrus given by Herodotus , in our I 
opinion, deferves no more credit than what he has told us of I 
his birth, education, and advancement to the throne. CjrtnA 
according to him, invaded the MaJJagetes , and in the firft bat -1 
tie feigning a flight, left a great quantity of provifions, efpe-1 
daily of wine, in the field ; which the barbarians feizing on, I 
fo intoxicated themfelves, that they all fell afleep on the fpot; I 
in which condition Cyrus furprized them, and gained an eaffl 
victory. Among the prifoners was the fon of queen Tomf>h I 
who not being able to prevail with Cyrus to fet him at liberty,! 
allembled another army, and, after a bloody engagement, 1 
feated the Perfians. Cyrus being killed in the field, fhecaufdl 
his head to be cut oft, and thrown-into a velTel filled with hu -1 

null 
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31,000 men. 


Media 


eftabliftied 


Medes and Pcrfu 
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troops. 
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The king of Armenia , in the mean time, wh 


Armenia. 


Medes 


auxiliaries, or to pay the annual tribute, Cyrus thought it ne- 
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marching 


king and all his family, and having obliged him to pay the ufual 


tribute and fend his quota of auxiliaries, reftored him to his 
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meet the confederate forces in their own territories, to con- 
fume their forage, and difconcert their meafures, by the bold- 
nefs of his undertaking. He had, -by this time, greatly aug¬ 
mented his army, which confiftqd of 196,000 horie and foot, 

-00 chariots armed with fcythes, drawn each by four horfes 
a-breaft, covered with trappings that were proof againft all 
forts of miftive weapons, and a great number of chariots of a 
larger fize, ory each of which was placed a tower 18 or 20 feet 
high, containing 20 archers. Thefe chariots were drawn by 16 
oxen yoked a-breaft. There was, moreover, a confiderable num¬ 
ber of camels, each mounted by two Arabian archers, the one 
looking towards the head, and the other towards the hinder 
part of the camel. The army of Crcefus amounted to 420,000 
men; he therefore obferving his front to extend beyond that of 
the enemy, made his centre halt and his two wings advance, in 
order to inclofe the Per/tans. Cyrus, not at all alarmed at this 
motion, caufed his troops to face about to the two extended 
wings of the confederates, which they foon put into diforder, 
and routed. He then commanded his chief favourite Abradates, 
governor of Sufa, to attack the centre of the enemy, which 
was chiefly compofed of a ftrong Egyptian phalanx. The 
Egyptians making a great daughter of the Perfians, Cyrus, in 
order to break their phalanx, attacked them in the rear; but 
the Egyptians facing about, and defending themfelves with 
great bravery, the horfe of Cyrus was killed under him, and he 
fell into the midft of his enemies : being faved, however, by 
his Perftans , who threw themfelves headlong upon thofe that 
furrounded him, he ordered his troops to draw off, and offered 
the Egyptians honourable conditions ; letting them know, at the 
fame time, that all their allies had abandoned them. They ac- i s totally 
cepted the terms offered them, and furrendering themfelves to defeated 
the conqueror, from that time ferved him with the utmoft fide- by Cyrus at 
lity; ftipulating, however, that they Should not be obliged to Tbymbra. 
carry arms againft Crcefus. Next morning Cyrus advanced to¬ 
wards Sardis, whither Crcefus with the Lydians had retired, the 
other allies having immediately fled to their different countries. 

According to Herodotus, the Lydians again met Cyrus in the field, 
and were driven into-their city. Some of th zPerJians, the fol¬ 
lowing night, being conducted up the precipices on which the 
citadel was built, made themfelves matters of that fortrefs; and 
next morning, the Lydians being filled with confirmation, 

Cyrus entered the city without any refiftance. He checked his Sardis 
foldiers, however, from plundering that wealthy metropolis, taken, and 
and by the counfel of Crcefus, whom he had taken prifoner, Crajus 
publifhed to the inhabitants, that they had nothing to fear, pro- made pri- 
vided they brought him all their gold and filver. This condition foner. 
they readily complied with; and Crcefus himfelf fet them an 
example, by delivering his immenfe treafures up to the con¬ 
queror. Cyrus, touched with companion at the king’s misfor¬ 
tune, and admiring his conftancy in fo great a change, treated 
him with great clemency 3 and from that time he took him 
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.with him in all his expeditions, either out of efteem for him 
or out of policy* that he might be more fecure of his 


The con- 
quefts of 

Cyrus. 

Babylon 

taken. 


or out of policy, 
perfon. 


After the conqueft of Lydia, Cyrus continued in Lejfer Afia 
till he had fubdued the feveral nations inhabiting from the 
, JEgean fea to the Euphrates. From thence he marched into 
Syria and Arabia ; and having brought thofe nations likewife 
under fubjesftion, he proceeded to Babylon, which he at laft re- 


J 5 ef Chr. auced, after a two years fiege, in the manner we have related 


S 3 6 - 


in the hiftory of Babylon. The talcing of Babylon put an end to 
the Babylonian empire, and concluded the conquefts of Cyrus. 

r, the laft king of Babylon, Darius 


Upon the death of Beljhazzar , the laft king of Babylon, Darius 
the Mede , that is, Cyaxares the uncle of Cyrus , is laid in Scrip¬ 
ture to have taken the kingdom. Cyrus having fettled his affairs 
at Babylon , returned into rerfta , to pay a vifit to his father and 
mother, who were ftjll alive, and, after a fhort ftay, returned 
to Babylon with Cyaxare$, where they fettled the form of the ad- 
miniftration of the whole empire, which they divided into 120 
provinces. Cyrus then ordered all his forces to join him at Ba¬ 
bylon^ which, on a general review, he found to confift of 120,000 
horfe, 2000 chariots armed with fcythes, and 600,000 foot. Of 
thefe he diftributed part into garrifons, for the defence of 
the provinces, and marched with the remainder into Syria ; 
afterwards reducing the other nations, as far as the Red fea and 
Ethiopia. 

C rus fuc- Meanwhile Cyaxares dying, after he had reigned at Babylon 
cee s his two Y ears J a nd Cambyfes king of Perjia alfo dying about the 
uncle Gy- fe me time, Cyrus returned to Babylon , and took upon him the 
axare< whole government of the empire, which he held for feven years, 
and puts Cicero, reckoning from his firft coming out of Perjia to the af- 
an end to finance of his uncle, fuppofes his reign to have lafted 30 years*, 
th CJenuio Btolemy an d fome 0j Qthers compute his reign from the taking of 
captivity Babylon +; but Xenophon reckons from the death of his uncle; as 
'** ' ‘ does alfo Ezra, who tells us, that Cyrus , in the ift year of his 

reign, publiftied the famous edidf, whereby the Jews were al¬ 
lowed to return to Jerusalem. This edidt, without doubt, was 
. obtained by the follicitations of Daniel , who was in great cre¬ 
dit and authority a£ court; and that he might the more effec¬ 
tually induce the king to grant him that favour, probably (hewed 
the prophecies of Ifaiah , naming him, near 200 years before 


his birth, as one appointed by Qod to be a great conqueror, 
and the reftorer of his people, by ordering their temple and city 
to be rebuilt. 

Cyrus having iffued out his decree for the reftoring of the 
Jews to their country, the captive Hebrews aftembled, to the 
number of 4 236 perfons, and let out.fpr Judccd with their fcr- 

dej 


vants, who amounted to 733 more, under the condu£fof2k; 
rob ah el, having received from Cyrus all the veffels of the houje 
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of the Lord, which Nebuchadnezzar had brought from Jerufa - 
lem, and lodged in temple of his god Baal. 1 he execution of 
the^ecree of Cyrus, however, was greatly obftruCted by the Sa¬ 
maritans, the inveterate enemies of the 'Jews ; and it feems to 

have been out of grief, to fee the pious intentions of Cyrus 
thus difappointed, that, in the 3d year of that prince, Daniel 
gave himfelf up to mourning and failing for three weeks toge¬ 
ther. By what we find in the conclufion of the Iaft chapter, 
wc have reafon to conjecture that he died foon after, being then 
probably about 85 years of age. 

Cyrus being equally beloved by his own natural fubjeCts and 
thole of the conquered nations, peaceably enjoyed the fruits of 
his labours and victories. He kept his residence in the heart of 
his new -ereCted empire, fpending the feven cold months at Ba¬ 
bylon, three months in the fpring at Sufa, and tw6 months, 
during the heat of the fummer, at Ecbatan. Having fpent feven Hi s death, 
years in this tranquility, and eftabliihed his empire with fuch 
wifdom, that upon the ftrength of this foundation alone it ftood 
above 200 years, notwithftanding the rafh and impolitic pro¬ 
ceedings of his fucceffors, he died, in the 70th year of his age, 
in the prefence of his children and friends, being equally re¬ 
gretted by all the nations of his vaft fpreading dominions. This 
account of Xenophon is far more probable than that of Herodotus , 

JuJlin , and others; for had he been flain in Scythia , and his 
body mangled, how could it ever be refcued out of the hands of 
thofe enraged barbarians, and buried at Pafargada , where Xe¬ 
nophon fays he died, all authors agree that he was buried, and his 
monument .was to be feen in the time of Alexander the Great ? 

Befides, the ralhnefs of the Scythian expedition does not agree 
with the character of confummate prudence and wifdom given to 
Cyrus ; neither can it be conceived how the Per ft an empire could 
have fubfifted, efpecially in the hands of the imprudent Cam- 
byfes, if Cyrus had perilhed in the field with an army of 200,000 
men. 

Cyrus, on his death-bed, appointed his eld eft fon Cambyfes to *-T is eldeft 
fucceed him; and to his other fon Smerdis , or Tanaoxares, he fon Cam- 
left feveral confiderable governments. Cambyfes was no fooner byfes fuc- 
feated on the throne, than he refolved on a war againft the ' - urn. 

Egyptians, and, as we have related in the hiftory of Egypt, He con- 
eulily reduced that kingdom. On occafion of a battle fought ouers 
between him and Pfammenitus, Herodotus relates an extraordi- Epvpt. 
nary circumftance, of which he was himfelf an eye-witnefs. ^ * 

He faw the bones of the Egyptians and Perjians in the place 
where the battle was fought. The fkulls of the Egyptians were 
fo hard, that they could fcarce be broken by the violent blow 
of a large ftone ; whereas thofe of the Perjians were fo foft and 
weak, that they were broken with the leaft blow of a pebble. 

T he difference was owing to the oppofite cuftom of the two 
nations. The Egyptians fhaved the heads of their children 
early, which rendered the bones thicker and ftronger, thro’the 
Heat of the fun, and prevented baldnefs whereas the heads of 
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the Perjians were rendered foft, by being covered with caps and 
Marches turbans, and never expofed to the fun. Cambyfes having made 
ajrai -it the a conqueft of Egypt the following campaign, which was the 6th 
Ethiopian. . year of his reign, he refolved upon three expeditions; thefirft 

againft the Carthaginians , which he was forced to lay afide, 
beeaufe the Phoenicians , without whofe affiftance he could not 

carry on that war, refufed to ad againft their countrymen. His 
heart, however, was fixed againft the other two, againft the 
Hammonians and Ethiopians ; and to learn the ftate and ftrength 
of Ethiopia , he fent embaffadors thither, whom the Ethiopians , 
fufpe&ing their true defign, treated with great contempt. The 
Ethiopian king, however, in return for the prefents they brought 
him, fent his own bow as a prefent to Cambyfes ; and having 
bent it in prefence of the embaffadors, he defired them to advife 
their king not to attack the Ethiopians till the Perjians fhould be 
able eafily to bend fo ftrong a bow; and in the mean time to 
thank the gods that they never infpired the Ethiopians with a 
defire of extending their dominions beyond their own country. 
This anfwer having enraged Cambyfes , he commanded his army 
to begin their march immediately, without confidering that he 
neither had provifions nor any other neceffaries for fuch an 
expedition; but he left the Greek auxiliaries behind him, to 
keep his new conquered country in fubje&ion during his ab- 
fence. When he arrived at Thebes in Upper Egypt , he detached 
50,000 men againft the Hammonians , ordering them to ravage 
the whole country, and burn the oracle of Jupiter Ammons 
His army but after they had made feveral days march in the defert, a vio- 
famifhes lent wind blowing from the fouth, raifed the loofe fands to fuch 
in the de- a degree, that the whole army was overwhelmed and buried 
ferts. alive. He himfelf, in the mean time, marched forwards like a 

madman a -ainft the Ethiopians ; but when he had advanced 
about a fifth part of the way, his army having confumed all 
their beafts of burden, were obliged to feed on herbs and grafs. 
He neverthelefs ftill perfifted; though in paffing through the 
fandy deferts they were at length forced to devour one another, 
every tenth man, on whom the lot fell, being doomed to ferve as 
food for his companions. Cambyfes at length being afraid of 
his own perfon, gave over the wild enterprize, and returned to 
Thebes. What is aftonifhing, during all the dreadful famine 
among his troops, there was no abatement of delicacies at his 
table, and camels were ftill referved, to carry his kitchen furni¬ 
ture and the inftruments of his luxury. 

He de- Upon his return to Thebes , he caufed all the temples, which 
ftrovs the in that fuperftitious city were incredibly rich and magnificent, 
temples at to be pillaged and burnt down to the ground ; and then march- 
1 hebesy ing back to Memphis , he there difeharged the Greek mercenaries, 

and fent them to their refpeeftive countries. When he entered 
Memphis , he found the whole city full of jollity and mirth, 
which he concluded was on account of his unfuccefsful expe¬ 
dition. Not believing the magiftrates, who declared, that the 

appearance of their god Apis among them was the occafion of 

the 
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the public rejoicings, he caufed them to be put to death; and 
next enquired of the priefts, who making him the fame an- 
fv/er, he defired to fee their familiar god who was fo conde- 
fcending as to appear among them. The god being accordingly and kills 
introduced, Cambyfes , upon feeing a calf, fell into a great rage, the god 
and drawing his dagger, wounded the Apis in the thigh, and is at 
reproaching the priefts for their ftupidity in worihiping a brute, Memphis . 
ordered them to be feverely whipt, and all who ihould be found 
celebrating the feaft of Apis to be flain. The Apis r after lan¬ 
guishing f me time, died in the temple, and was folemnly bu¬ 
ried by the priefts. 

The killing of Apis the Egyptians looked upon as the moft 
Sacrilegious action, and fay, that Cambyfes was thereupon feized 
with lunacy and grew mad. But from his actions, it may be 
concluded he was fo long before. He had conceived fuch a jea- 
loufyof his brother, becaufe he was the only perfon in the army 
that had almoft bent the Ethiopian bow, that he fent him back 
into Perfta. Concluding afterwards from a dream that his bro- His wild 
ther afpired to the throne, he caufed him to be put to death, and fori- 
This murder was followed by another ftill more criminal; for ous con- 
having with the tacit confent of the judges, who were awed into duft. 
a compliance, married his own fifter Meroe , he, in a brutal 
rage, when (he was lamenting the lofs of her brother, gave her 
fuch a blow with his foot on the belly, that fhe mifcarried and 
foon after d ied. 

He caufed alfo feveral of the chief lords of his court to be 
buried alive, and daily facrificed fome of them to his wild fury. 

He one day afked his chief favourite Prexafpes what the Per - 
fans faid of him. Prexafpes anfwered, that they highly ap¬ 
plauded his a&ions in general, but thought him tod much ad¬ 
dicted to wine. ‘ I underftand you/ replied the king, ‘ they 
‘ pretend that wine deprives me of my underftanding ; but 
‘ whether this charge be true or not, you {hall be judge.’ He 
then began to drink to a far greater excefs than he had done 
before, and ordering the fon of Prexafpes , his chief cup-bearer, 
to ftand upright at the farther end of the room, with his left 
hand upon his head, he took an arrow, and declaring he aimed 
at his heart, {hot him inftantly through the body. Then com¬ 
manding him to be opened, mewed the father the heart of his 
his fon which the arrow had pierced, and afked him in an in¬ 
citing and fcoffing manner, whether he had not a fteady hand. 

The wretched father, being under fome apprehenfions for his 
own life, anfwered, that Apollo himfelf could not have {hot more 
dexteroufly. 

Groefus king of Lydia taking upon him to lay before him 
the bad confequences of fo tyrannical a government, he ordered 
him to be put to death ; but the officers judging the king would 
ioon repent of his rafh fentence, only concealed Crcefus , and 
the very next day Cambyfes alking for him, they told him he 
Was alive. He expreflea great joy when he heard that Crcsfus 
was not dead, but at the fame time he ordered thofe who had 

faved 
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faved him to be immediately put to death, becaufe they had 


obeyed his orders. 


not 


Cambyfes, in the beginning of the 8th year of his reign, leav¬ 


ing Egypt , fet out for Perjta ; but when he had proceeded to 

n ° # 0./x * 11 n c\ r ^ i • 1 i i 


Smerdis 


Syria, a herald from met his army, and ordered them tn 


obey Smerdis the fon of Cyrus, who was proclaimed king. This 
the magi- Smerdis was not really the fon of Cyrus, but one that greatly 

refembled him, and was brother to Patijithes , one of the chief 
of the mages. Patifithes was invefted with the adminiftration 


an ufurps 
the throne 


of affairs during the abfence of Cambyfes , and being allured of 

• 4 « 1 ■ 1 .1 1 ^ u 1 


the death of Smerdis, and that the king was grown infuppor- 


table by his tyranny, he placed his own brother on the throne as 
the real fon of Cyrus , who was not generally known to be 


dead. 


Prexafp 


Cambyfes, 
>es, who 1 


by examining the herald in the prefence of 


had received the orders to kill his brother, 

A «• • « 4 «a I 


found that the true Smerdis was certainly dead, and that he 


who had feized the throne, was Smerdis the magian. Now re¬ 


flecting how unjuftly he had murdered his brother, he burft in¬ 
to a flood of tears, and ordering his army direCtly to march to 


cut off the ufurper, went to mount his horfe, but as he was 


Cambyfe 


es 


mounting, his fword fliping out of the fcabbard, wounded him 
In the thigh, of which wound he died foon after. 

which he 


An oracle 


dies. 


in Egypt had told him that he would die at Ecbaian , 
interpreted at Ecbatan in Media , and therefore refolved never 


to enter that city : but finding that the city where he received 


the wound was alfo called Ecbatan , he concluded he mull die 


there j he reprefented to the Perjian lords the true ftate of the 


cafe, and earneftly exhorted them never to fubmit to the im 


poftor. The Per nans, however, thinking all this was faid by 


him out of hatred to his brother, had no regard to it, and Carn¬ 


es dying a few days after, they quietly fubmitted to the per- 


on whom they found on the throne, fuppofing him to be the 


true Smerdis. Cambyfes died after reigning feven years and 


five months. The Samaritans, by their malicious accufations 


of the Jews, fo far prevailed on him as to caufe the rebuilding 


of their city and temple to be interrupted. 

n ° X • A • • 11 1 j§ * 


Smerdis at Smerdis, who in fcripture is called Artaxerxes, was no foonet 


firft ac- fettled on the throne, than he granted to all his fubje&s an 


knowleg- exemption from taxes and military fervice for three years. To 

6 * i • r* i • n r it • .i \ J _ 


ed as king, prevent his fubjeCts from difcovering that he was an impoftor, 

O y rt- r-% i 1* .1 n r .1 n L_ 


he affeCted, according to the cuftom of the eaftern monarchy 

• ^*4 i • 1 f rv i i i • /▼• 9 1 , 


never to appear in public, and tranfaCled all public affairs by 
his eunuchs. He had married all his predecelfors wives, ana 


among the reft Atojfa, a daughter of Cyrus, and Pbedyma , a 


daughter of Otanes, a noble Per fan of the firft rank. 

His nobles beginning to fufpeCl that he was not the true 


Smerdis, Otanes fent a trufty meffenger to his daughter, and de 


fired her, when fhe fhould be next admitted to his bed, to fed 


when he was afleep whether he had ears or not; for Cyrus had 


formerly caufed the ears of Smerdis the magian tube cut oil for 
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a crime he had been guilty of. She accordingly-obeyed her difcovered 

father’s inftru&ions, and finding that Smerdis had no ears, early by Otanes 
next morning acquainted Otanes therewith, who immediately to be an 
entered into a confpiracy with five other Perfian noblemen; impoflor, 
and Darius, the fon of Hyjiafpes , governor of the province of 


governor of the province of 


Perfia, arriving at Sufa, they made him privy to their refi 
tions. Darius told his aflociates, that he had come to Sufc 

..1 •/* i i i « «/ _ 


purpole to put the uiurper to death, and prevailed on them 
not to feparate, but to put their defign. immediately in execu¬ 
tion. The two magi, in the mean time, to remove all fuf- 

rvf itn i VinJ __ J) _ r. 


picion of impofture, had obtained a promife 
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Prexafp 


that he would publickly declare before the people, who were 
then to aflemble, that the king upon the throne was the true 

Smerdis. Prexafpes accordingly went to the top of a tower, 
from thence to fpeak to the people; but to their great afto- 
pilhment declared, that he himfelf had put the brother of 
Cambyfes to death, and that the perfon who reigned was Smer¬ 
dis the magian. Then begging pardon of the gods and men 
for the crime he had comrfiitted by compulfion, he threw him¬ 
felf headlong from the top of the tower, and died on the fpot. 

The confpirators, in the mean time, arriving at the place, 
and being informed of what had pafled, were again urged by 
Darius to be fpeedy in the execution of their defign, and ac¬ 
cordingly entered the palace without interruption from the and put to 
guards, who rd peeled their dignity. When they approached death by 
the king’s apartment, the eunuchs wanted to oppofe them; him and 
but the confpirators drawing their fwords, quickly forced their fix other, 
palfage, and attacking the two brothers, inftantly killed one Perfian 
of them. The other fled into a dark room adjoining, whither noblemen, 
he was clofely purfued by Darius and Gobryas, which laft feized 
him faft in his arms. Darius, hefitating to ftrike left he fhould 
wound his friend, was urged by Gobryas to put all to the ven¬ 
ture, tho* he fhould kill them both he accordingly gave a 
blow which difpatched the magian, but by good fortune did not 
hurt his companion. They then expofea the heads of the two 
brothers to the people, who being informed of what had paf¬ 
fed, were fo enraged againft the impoftors, that they fell upon 
me whole fed, and flew as many of them as they could find. 

I he day on which this happened, was ever afterwards cele- 
bratedby the Per Ram with the greateft folemnitv. It was 


brated by the Perfians with the greateft folemnity. It was 
called the (laughter of the magi, and for many years after 
pone of that fed: durft appear in public on that feftival. Smer¬ 
dis reigned only eight months, and at the follicitation of the 
Samaritans , who reprefented the Jews as a very turbulent and 
rebellious people, he iflued an edict forbidding them to proceed 
in the rebuilding of their city, charging the Samaritans, to fee 
put in execution. 

When the tumult- 3 nrl rlifnrrler hanr\r»rn=*/4 An fUo 


Samaritans. 


r i -----uiw uuuiu 

or y c ufurper was appeafed, the confpirators entered into a 

k n! ati0n - amon S themfelves what form of government 
they fhould introduce, Otanes was for a republic, Megabys&us 


fpoke 
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fpoke for an oligarchy, and Darius . declared for monarchy 

Thev all .at length aftented to the opinion of the latter, ev. 


ght 


iving an averfion tp that dignity, proposed 
to the crown, on condition that neither 
pofterlty fhould be fubj e£t to the royal power. His 
propofal being agreed to, he immediately retiredj and Heroin* 
tus tells us, that his defeendants retained their liberty in his 
days, being only obliged to conform to the cuftorns and 
ners of the country. 

On his departure, the other fix deliberated 


man- 


they fhould 


other fix deliberated in what manner 
le ele&ion of a new king. They dc- 
fhould have full liberty to enter into 


Darius; 
one of the meet 
confpira- place 
tors cho-' neigl 
fen king 


all the apartments of the palace without being introduced, 
and that the king fhould not be allowed to marry a woman 
out of any other family than of the feven confpirators. They 


the 


fhould be 


Jll Lilt* rwillg UVJ 

g by fun-rifing on horfeback, at a certain 
s of the city, and that he, whofe horfe firft 
king. The groom of Darius , hearing of this 
agreement, led a mare over-right to the place appointed, and 
by a lira- brought to her his matter’s horfe. The next morning the fix 
tagem of lords a 
his groom, the ma 

Bef. Chr. ing, adored him as king. 


Darius 


and 


S 2I 


Perfian empire being thus reftored, Darius 
the other lords with moft ample privileges. In 


Perfi 


firft 


His pedi¬ 
gree, tsf c. 


lors privileged in the fame manner. 

Darius was defeended of the royal family of Achamcms, and 
his father Hyjiafpis had attended Cvrm in all his wars. In the 


Lorafpb 


Perjians he is called Gujbtafph , and his 
The better to fecure himfclf on the throne, 

drtyjl 


he married tne two daugnters ot Lyrus, /nona ana Jinyjwm, 
the latter of whom had never been married before, and proved 

» • « i i t <* tl 1 • • TT If. _.... 


and 


He 


ried Parmys the daughter of the true Smerdis , and Pbedrn 


Otanes 


confirmed 


divided the whole empire into twenty fatrapies, ordering them 
to pay an annual tribute. Perjia alone was exempted from ml 
manner of taxes. By this eftablifhmeht Darius received the 
yearly revenue of 14,560 Euboic talents, befides feveral other 
fums of fmall confequence, in all amounting to about two 
millions Englijh money. 

Jntapher- In the beginning of his reign, Intaphernes , one of the feven 

confpirators, wanted to intrude into the palace when he was 
alone with one of his wives, which was an exception to the 
general rule of admittance. The officers of the palace refilling 
him admittance, he cut off the nofes and ears of two of them 
with his feymetar. Darius , apprehenfive that this infult might 
have been concerted with the other confpirators, fent for them 

fingly 


ms put to 
death. 
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jjjjgly and afked them; but finding Intaphemes alone was guilty, 
he caufed him, his children and relations to be feized. While 
they were under confinement, the wife of Intaphemes , by her 
piteous lamentations before the palace, fo moved Darius , that 
he granted her the life of any one of her relations whom file 
fhould chufe. She after fome deliberation chufing her brother, 
the king afked her why {he had fo little regard for her hufband 
and children. She replied, that by a fecond marriage the lofs 
of an hufband and children might be retrieved, but her father 
and mother being dead, there was no pofiibility of recovering 
a brother. The king was fo well pleafed with this anfv/er, 
that he not only pardoned her brother, but faved alfo her 
eldeft fon. 

In the beginning of his fecond year, the Jevas, at the ex- The Jews 
hortations of Haggai , refuming the work of the temple, the permitted 
Samaritans applied to Tatnai , governor of Syria and Palejline , to carry 
and defired him to order the Jews to defift. On their remon- on the 
itrances, Tatnai and Setharboznai , who feems to have been go- building 
vernor of Samaria , went to Jerufalem, and enquired of theofthetein- 
elders by what authority they repaired the walls. They al- pie. 
leged the decree of Cyrus, and till they fhould have a jfurther 
order from Darius continued the work. Tatnai writing to 
court, and defiring fearch to be made for the decree, it was 
found in the records at Ecbatan , and confirmed a-new by Da¬ 
rius, who even ordered Tatnai to affign fome of the revenues 
of his province to defray the expence of the building. 

About the beginning of the fifth year of Darius , the Babylo- The Baby- 
nians revolted, having for four years before refolved to -make loniam re- 
an attempt to retrieve their antient grandeur, and for that pur- volt, 
pofe had privately ftored their city with all manner of pro- Bef. Ch. 
vifions and military ftores for many years. Darius befieged 516. 
the city with a moft numerous army; but after he had con¬ 
tinued about a year and a half before the walls, and found all 
his efforts and ftratagems ineffectual, he began to think of 

breaking up the fiege. The Babylonians , in the mean time, to Their 
make their provifions laft the longer, and to enable them to criie i p0 _ 
hold out with the greater vigour, with unheard-of barbarity e 
ftrangled all the women, old men and children, every one be- y ' 
ing allowed to fave only the wife he liked beft, and a maid 
fervant to do the work of the houfe. When Darius was hefi- 
tating whether he fhould not retire with his army, Zopyrus , 
one of his chief commanders, having cut off his own note and 
ears, and mangled his body in a moft cruel manner with ftripes, 
came to him, and told him that he intended to defert to the 
Babylonians , and to accufe Darius of having disfigured him in 
that manner, in hopes of acquiring their confidence, and by 
that means^ betraying the city into his hands. Zopyrus was 
kindly received by the Babylonians , who gave him the com- 

jl^pd of fome of their forces, with which, in three.different 
failles, he cut off feveral thoufands of the Perjians , according 
to a private agreement with Darius , who had expofed them on 

purpofe 
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purpofe only half armed. The king at length approaching thl 
walls with all his army, Zopyrus , who was then entrufted witl 
the guard of the city, opened two of the gates, and admittej 
the Perfians within the walls. Darius having thus got pofiefJ 
lion of Babylon , beat down the walls from 200 cubits high tj 
50, impaled about 3000 of the moft guilty in the revolt, and] 
pardoning the reft, caufed a fupply of 50,000 women tobefent 
to the city from the neighbouring provinces. 

As for Zopyrus , the king heaped upon him the higheft ho¬ 
nours, and among many ample rewards, beftowed upon him 
the revenues of Babylon for life, free from all charges and taxes. 
He could never after behold him without fhedding many tears, 
and frequently ufed to fay, that he would rather willingly lofe 
twenty Babylons , than fee Zopyrus fo disfigured. 

Darius foon after undertook an expedition againft the Sq. 
thians inhabiting thofe countries between the Danube and the 
\Tanais , on pretence of revenging the calamities they had brought 
upon Afia about 120 years before during the reign of Cyaxares. 
Contrary to the perfuafions of his brother Artabanes , he profe- 
cuted his defign, and marched with an army of 700,000 men 
to the Thracian Bofpherus , which he palled on a bridge of boats, 
and having reduced all Thrace , advanced to the ljler^ or Da- 
nube , where he had ordered his fleet to meet him, which con- 
lifted of 600 fail, and was chiefly manned by the Grecians who 
inhabited the coafts of AJia Minor and the Hellefpont. Palling j 
the IJler on another bridge of boats, he entered Scythia ; but 
the Scythians , inftead of coming to an engagement, politicly 
retreated before him, filling up the wells and fprings, and lay¬ 
ing wafte the country. Dtarius at length perceiving his dan* 
ger, marched back with aftpoflible expedition to reach the 
Danube ; but a ftrong detachment of the Scythians , who were 
well acquainted with the country, arriving at that river before 
him, prefled the lonians , who had been left to guard the bridge, 
to break it down, and retire to their own country. Miltiades 
the Athenian , prince of the Thracian Cherfonefc, was for em¬ 
bracing fo favourable an opportunity of lhaking off the Perfian 
yoke, and all the other commanders were of the fame opinion, 
except Myjiiceus prince of Miletus , who reprefented to the 
Ionian chiefs, that if Darius Ihould perilh, their cities would 
recover their liberty, and expell them from the government. 
The lonians therefore determined to wait for Darius , who re- 
pafling the Danube^ left Megabyzus with part of his army in 
Thrace , and returning to Ajia, took up his quarters at Sardis , 
where he fpent the winter and the greateft part of the year fol¬ 
lowing to refrefh his army *. 

Mcgabyzus having wholly fubdued the Thracians , fent feven 
Perfian nobiemen to Amyntas king of Macedon , enjoining him 
to acknowlege Darius for his mafter by the delivery of earth 
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and water* Amyntas complied with their requeft:, and enter¬ 
tained them in his palace with great magnificence. At their 

requeft the king, who feared to difpleafe. them, brought in his 
wives, concubines, and daughters^ but the Perfians behaving 
in an indecent manner to them, the king’s fon Alexander in¬ 
troduced fome young men dreffed like women with poniards 
under their garments, who killed both the Perfian noblemen 
and their attendants. Darius ordered commimoners to en¬ 
quire into the murder ; but Alexander , by the power of bribes 
2nd orelents, ftifled the affair. The Scythians foon after croflf- 
j n g the Danube , ravaged Thrace as far as the Hellespont, and 
loaded with booty, returned home without any oppofition from 

Mcgabyzus. 

Darius now convinced of the impracticability of fubduing 
the Scythians, refolved to extend his arms eaftward, and with 
that view built a fleet on the river Indus , the command of 
which he gave to Scylax a Grecian , whom he ordered to fail 
down the current, and after making the belt difeoveries he 
could of the countries on either fide the river, when he came 
to the ocean to fleer his courfe weflward. Scylax accordingly' 
failing down the Indus , entered the Red fea by the ftraits of 
Baklmandel , and on the 30th month from his fetting out, land¬ 
ed in Egypt near the bottom of the gulph. From thence re¬ 
turning to Sufa, he gave Darius a full account of his obfer- 
vations. Darius hereupon entering India at the head of a nu- Ponies re- 
merous army, reduced that large country, and made it the zoth duces 
province of the Perfian empire, receiving from thence an an- India* 
nual tribute of 360 talents of gold, according to the number 
of the days of the Perfian year at that time. 

Darius , upon his return to Sufa from his Scythian expedition, 
had appointed his brother Artaphernes governor of Sardis , and 
Otanes governor of Thrace in the room of Megabyzus. A fedi- The re- 
tion in the mean time happening in Naxus, the chief ifland of volt of the 
the Cyclades , the principal inhabitants, who were overpowered lonians. 
by the populace and banifhed the ifland, applied for afliflance 
to Ariflagoras , then governor of Miletus under Hyflieeus, whom 
Darius , in gratitude for his preventing the lonians from break¬ 
ing down the bridge at the Danube , had allowed to build a city 
in Thrace , but had recalled from thence to Sufa. Ariflagoras 

1 « 1 1 • 1 rr /i« ^ 1 ^ ^ 0 1 


was both nephew and 
in the interefl of the ‘ 


l fon-in-law to Hyfliceus , and being greatly 
king, reprefented to his brother Artapher - 
m the great advantage of reducing Naxus , which would open 
a paflage into Greece . His propofals, which were very accep¬ 
table to Artaphernes , being approved at court, next fpring 200 
fhips were fent to him from the province of Sardis under the 
command of Megabates a noble Perfian of the Achamenian fa¬ 
mily. The haughty Perfian difdaining to obey Ariflagoras, as 
he was ordered by his commiflion, a diflention arofe between 
them, which was carried fo far, that Megabates in refentment 
fecretly informed the Naxians of the deflgn that was carrying 
•n againft them, which prevented the enterprize from fucceed- 

ing> 
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ing, the chief town in the ifland having been in vain befi 


w _ _ .leg, 

for four months. Megabates threw all the blame upon Ar\\{ 
goras , and his falfe aceufations being believed by Artapheim 
Arijiagoras was condemned by him to defray all the charges 
Arif, ago- the expedition. Arjlagoras , forefeeing that the exaction of ti 
ras, from fum would be his utter ruin, formed a defign of revolting f ro 
private re- the king, in which he was confirmed by a mefifenger from H 
fentment, Jliesus , who, being weary of the manners of the Perfians , wanti 
ftirs up the to raife diflurbances in Ionia^ in hopes of being fent thither 
bniansxo appeafe them. To prevent the Perfians from intercepting \\ 
revolt. intelligence, he fhaved the head of a trufty Servant, and the 

imprinting the meflage on the fkin, fent him foon after t 
Arijiagoras when the hair was grown, ordering him to defn 
his fon-in-law to cut off his hair and look upon his heat 
Arijiagoras , to engage the lonians more refolutely to Hand b 
him the following year, reinflated them in their liberty an 
their former privileges, by refigning the government of Mk 
ius into the hands of the people, and by perfuading the othe 
petty princes to do the fame. Having then united them all int 
one common league, of which he himfelf was declared the head 
he openly revolted from the king ; and to Strengthen himfel 
the more, went in the beginning of the year following to La 
cedcemon , to perfuade the Spartans to engage in the war. C!es 
menes king of Lacedcemon , lomewhat fwayed by the many arga 


ments 
pofals. 
an ari: 
Arijia^ 


interview 


Sufi 


am 


telling him it would require thre 
mterruDted him in his difcourfe, an 


ordered him to depart from Sparta before fun-fet. Arifagm 
neverthelefs followed him home to his houfc, and endeavourei 
to win him by arguments of another fort, that is, by prefents 
At firft he offered him ten talents, and receiving a denial, pro¬ 
ceeded gradually in his offers till he came to the fum of fift) 
talents, when one of the daughters of Cleomenes , a girl ofabou 
eight or nine years of age, who was in the room, cried out 
Fly^ father, Jiy , elfe this Jiranger will corrupt you. Cleomenes ac¬ 
cordingly retiring, Arijiagoras went directly to Athens , when 
he met with a more favourable reception, the Athenians 
then highly exafperated againfl the Perfians , especially againil 
Artaphernes , who had granted prote£ticn to Hippias the tyrant 
the fon. of Piffiratus , whom they expelled about ten year: 
before, and had.ordered them to recal him if they hoped to lin 

The Athenians therefore readily hearkning to thf 
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The At he- 111 peace 
mam fend propofals of Arift. 


twenty 

fhip 


o to 


immediately fitted out to the affiftance of the lonians , who loot 

after drawing together all their forces, marched to Sarais 

- - ‘ The whole 


their affif- which they eafily made themfelves mailers of. 


tance. 
St, rais 


city, which was chiefly built of reeds, a few days after was 
burnt to afhes, a Soldier having accidentally fet fire to oncoi 
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ine together their forces, the Ionians , not being able to force burnt by 
the citadel, thought proper to retire towards Ephefus , where the Ioni- 
their fleet was ftationed ; but the enemy*overtaking them be- ans, 
fore they could embark, they were defeated with great flaugh- who are 
ter. The Athenians who elcaped' immediately returned home, defeated 
nor could they be prevailed upon to be any more concerned in by the 

the war. 


Darius hearing of the burning of Sardis , and of the part the 
Athenians took in that affair, determined from that time to make 
war upon Greece ; and that he might never forget his refoiution, 
he commanded one of his officers to cry every day to him three 
times with a loud voice while he was at dinner, Reme?nber the 
Athenians. The Ionians , tho’ abandoned by the Athenians , ftill 
perfifted in their revolt j and failing with their fleet to the Hcl- 

the Propontis , reduced the city of Byzantium , 


Per [tans 


iefpont and 
and moft of the other Greek cities 


on thofe coafts. In their 


return they made a defeent on Caria , and obliged the Carians 
to join them in the war. The people of Cyprus iikewife enter¬ 
ing into the confederacy, and the revolt threatning to become 
very general, the Perftan generals affembled their forces with 
the utmoft diligence, and dividing them into three bodies, 
marched againft the rebels, whom they defeated in feveral en- . 
counters, in one of which Arijlagoras was flain, upon whofe Arif ago* 
death the whole ifland of Cyprus was again brought under fub- >dereat- 
je&ion. Daurifes , one of the Perftan generals, after defeating e d and 
the Carians in two engagements, was routed by them in a third, killed, 
and his army cut to pieces. Hymees, another general, after re¬ 
ducing the Ilian coaft, died at Proas. Artaphernes , with Otanes 
the other general, finding that Miletus was the center of the 
confederacy, refolved to bend all their force againft that city. 


and 


The Ionians hearing of their defign, fortified tiieir city, 
ftored it with all manner of provifiens for a fiege, and aflem- 
Wing the confederate fleet to the number of 353 fail off Miletus , 
determined to rifk a fea engagement. The Perf ans , tho’ double 
their number, did not engage till they had corrupted the greatefl 
part of the confederates, who during the action hoifted fail 
and returned to their refpedtive countries ; fo that thofe that 


The Pet fans , then 

a it to the There- 

The volcers at 
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remained were almoft entirely deftroyed. 
befieging Miletus by fea and land, took and 
ground, in the iixth year after the revolt of Arijlagoras. 
other revolted cities foon returned to their obedience, fome of length re- 
their own accord, and others by force, which they treated duced and 

| | J J 

with great feverity, being reduced to afhes, the handfomeft of fevereiy 
their youths made eunuchs, and their young women fent into jpunifhed, 
Pojia, Such were the calamities the ionians drew upon them- 


ielv 


Hyjii 


■es, by 


leconding 


the ambitious views of 


ueus. 


* • * 

Arifladores 


and 


1 he latter had his iliare in the general calamity; 

fome time before, h 
Ajia to quel] 


a. v 


tn 


a 

‘w 


ung perfuaded Darius to fend him to 
revolt, he endeavoured to corrupt the Per- 

he took 


lam at Sardis ; but being obliged to fly rrom mence 


refuse 


in the 


VoL. If. 


ifland 
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war, being taken by the Perfians , Artapherncs caufed him to be 
crucified at Sardis , without confulting Darius , left his affection 


for him fhould incline him to pardon him. His conie&ure an 

1 1 1 11 it i 4 1 t r r 


peared afterwards to be well grounded; for when Hyji'uvuh 


head was brought to Darius , he exprefled great difpleafure 


againft the authors of his death, and caufed the head to be ho¬ 


nourably interred. 


The Per- Darius being now entirely bent upon the reduction of Greece , 

• 1 « • /• • 1 'll # y • /' 1 • * 


Jians in¬ 
vade 


appointed his fon-in-law Mardonius , a young Perjian noble- 
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man, commander in chief throughout all the maritime parts of 


Greece 


without 


Afia^ ordering him to invade Greece , and revenge the burning 
of Sardis on the Athenians and Eretrians , who had alfo affifted 


fuccefs. the lonians in that expedition with five {hips. Mardonius ac¬ 


cordingly having marched with a numerous army thro’ Tbmi> 


entered Macedonia , the inhabitants of which, ftruek with con- 


fternation, immediately fubmitted. His fleet, however, at¬ 


tempting to double the cape of mount Athos , was entirely dif- 


perfed by a violent ftorm, which deftroyed upwards of 300 


{hips and 20,000 men. His land army, about the fame time, 


being carelefsly encamped, was furprized in the night by the 


'Thracians , and a great number of his men being cut off and 


himfelf wounded, he was obliged to march back into Afia. 


Darius aferibing the bad fuccefs of the expedition to the 


youth and inexperience of Mardonius , recalled him, and ap 


pointed Datis a Medc> and Artaphernes the fon of his brother, 


who had been governor of Sardis , his fucceffors. Judging it 


expedient, however, before he made another attempt, to found 
the inclinations of the Greeks , he fent heralds to all their cities 
to demand earth and water in token of fubmiflion. Many 


The he- the Greek cities dreading the power of the Per jians, complied 


raids of 


with the demands of the heralds ; but at Athens and Sports 


Darius 


they did not meet with fo favourable a reception, being in one 


hi 


dered P^ce thrown into a deep ditch, and in the other into a well, 


by the 


and bid to fetch earth and water from thence. When their 


Athenians paffion cooled, however, the inhabitants of thofe cities were 
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•11 


id o' 


/ 


; ar- 


afhamed of what they had done, and reflecting upon it as a vio- 


ians. 


lation of the law of nations, fent ambaffadors to the king of 


vy & Vi ivliu Kj 4.V *** *D 

Perfa , offering him what latisfaclion he pleafed for the affront 


they had put upon his heralds. Darius declared himfelf fully 

fatisfied with that embafiy; but haftening the departure of his 

generals, ordered them, among other things, to plunder and 
burn Athens and Eretria , and to fend the inhabitants of both 
places prifoners to Sufa, for which purpofe they were provided 
with a great number of chains and fetters. 

The two generals having failed from Samos with a fleet 01 
Jians again 600 fhips and 500,000 men, without much difficulty made 

themfelves inafters of all the illands in the Mgean fea. Having 
then inverted Eretria , they obtained pofFeffion of that city by 
the treachery of fome of the principal citizens, and having p»‘ 

*nt it, fent the inhabitants prifoners to P&M 


Vhe Per- 


invade 


Greece. 


laged and bur 


prifoner 

where they were kindly treated by Darius , who gave them! 

village 
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of Sufc 


A 


Vi «***— ~ - 

The Perftans 


Hippias the banifhed tyrant, encamped at Marathon , on the 
a village on the fea fide ; their army, according to Herodotus , coaft oi 
who lived near thofe times, confining of 100,000 foot and Attica . 


by 


The 
the Eretrians , af- 


fembled all their forces, which amounted only to 9006 men, 
tho’ they had even armed their flaves, and being joined by 
toco Plateaus , ventured with this fmall army to march againft 
the enemy. The chief command was given to Miltiades , who Aretdtallj 
a few days after engaged the Perjians and totally routed them, defeated 
with the lofs of only 200 private men. The Perftans left by the 
above 6000 dead on the field of battle, and great numbers of Athenians 
them were killed in their flight and were drowned in the fea at Mam¬ 
as they attempted to fave themfelves on board their (hips, feven than. 
of v/hich were taken, and many more burnt. Being reim- 
barked, and having recovered from their confternation, they 
failed dire&ly for Athens , to make an attempt upon the city 

, . * in n -t * t . 1 r n r\ • .1 •• 


Arijlides 


Miltiades 



marched with the other 9000 to the city, where he arrived the 
fame day before the enemy, tho’ it was diftattt from the field 
of battle about 40 miles. The P.erfiari generals being thus dif- 
appointed,. returned with the remains of their fleet and army 

_ _ _, _ _ _ of the bad fuc- Darius fe- 

cefs of the expedition againft Greece , and to be revenged at the folves to 
fame time for the burning of Sardis and the defeat at Mara- invade. 
tlm , he refolved to march in perfon into Greece with all his Greece in 
forces; and fot; that purpofe difpatched orders to all the pro- perfon. 
vinces for his fubje&s to arm themfelves, and to be ready to at¬ 
tend him. After he had fpent three years in making the ne- 
ceiTary preparations, the Egyptians revolted. He, however, did . e 
not lay afide his defign againft Greece , but refolved to fend part tta f re “ 
of his forces to reduce Egypt , and to march in perfon againft: vo “* 
the Greeks. Diodorus feems to infinuate, that Darius marched 
himlclf into Egypt and reduced the revolters ; but Elcrodotus 
feems more worthy of belief in this particular. When all things He fettles 
were prepared for both expeditions, a great conteft arofe among thefuccef- 
his fons about the fuccefiion, which it was ufual to fix when fion, which 
the king went upon an expedition. Darius had three fons by was con- 
the daughter of Gcbryas his firft wife, all born before he came tefled by 
to the crown, and four more by Atoffa the daughter of Cyrus , his fons, 
all bom after his accefiiou to the thron 


Ar 


deft fon of the firft: wife, urged that he was the firft born, and 
therefore, according to the cuftom of all nations, ought to be 
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preferred 
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preferred in the fucceflion to the younger. Xerxes , the eldeft 
fon of AtoJJa , on the other hand, alleged, that as he was the 
grandfon of Cyrus , who had founded the Perjian monarchy, he 
had a claim to the kingdom in right of his mother, it being 
moil natural that the crown of Cyrus fhould devolve to one who 
was his defcendant. Demaratus , one of the kings of Sparta^ who 
had been banifhed his native country by a faction, being then at 
Sufa^ fuggefted to Xerxes another argument to fupport his pre¬ 
tensions, namely, that he was born after his father was inverted 
with the royal dignity, whereas Artabaosanes was only the fon of 
Darius , a private man ; {lengthening his argument by the ex¬ 
ample of the Lacedemonians ) among whom thofe only inherited 
the kingdom that were born after their father’s acceflion. The 
Xerxes de- right of fucceeding was accordingly determined in favour of 
dared heir Xerxes \ the chief motive, according to Herodotus , being the in¬ 
to the fluence of his mother AtoJJa with the king. According to Jujlin 
throne. and Plutarch , the difpute about the fucceflion did not happen 

till after the death of Darius. The two brothers agreed to make 
their uncle Artabanus arbitrator of their difference; and when 
it was decided in favour of Xerxes , he did not infult, and the 
other did not repine or exprefs any diflatisfadlion at the fentence. 
They continued to {hew each other the warmeft tokens of bro¬ 
therly affe&ion, and Artabaxanes , a few years after, died in his 
brother’s fervice at the battle of Salamis . 

Darius When all things were now ready for the Egyptian and Gre- 
dies. dan expeditions, Darius died in the fecond year of the revolt 

of Egypt > after he had reigned 36 years. The wifdom, cle¬ 
mency, and juftice of this prince are greatly commended by 
the antients } but his many excellent qualities were tarnifhed 
with great failings, and his kingdom felt the effects both of 
the one and the other. Tho’ the Scythian and Greek expedi¬ 
tions proved unfucccfsful, yet he was very fortunate in all his 
other undertakings, having not only reftored and entirely iet- 
tled the empire of Cyrus , which had been very much fhaken 
by the ill conduct of Cambyfcs and the ufurpation of Smrh> 
but alfo added to the monarchy many great and rich provinces, 
namely, India , Thrace , Macedonia , and the ifles of the Ionian 

fea. 

Xerxes lire- Xerxes having confirmed to the Jews all the privileges grant- 
ceeds Da- ed them by his father, and having added to the vaft warlike 
tilts. preparations made by Darius , in the fecond year of his reign 
JBef. Chrift marched againft the Egyptians-, and having reduced them to 
48,- a worfe degree of flavery than they had felt under his prede- 
He redu- ceflors, he appointed his brother Acheemcnes governor of that 
ces E ypt. province, and returned to Sufa. 

I-Ie pro- Elated with his fuccefs againft the Egyptians , he deter- 
pofes ro mined to invade Greece 5 but before he engaged in the enter- 
invade prize, he confulted with the moft illuftrious perform of his court. 
Greece. Having firft delivered his own fentiments, by which it appeared 

he had the expedition very much at heart from motives cf glory 
and intereft, as he pretended, Mardonius , in hopes of having 

thC 
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the command of the army, tho* he had been unfuccefsful in 
the reign of Darius , rofe up, and not only approved of the 
king’s determination, but extolled him above all the kings that 
had preceded him. The reft of the council perceiving that 
the flattering difcourfe of Mardonius pleafed the king, all re¬ 
mained filent for fome time. At length Artabanus , the king’s Artalanus 
uncle, a prince venerable both for his age and prudence, ad- difluades 
dreiflng Xerxes , warmly diffuaded him from engaging in the him from 
war; and at the fame time reproached Mardonius with want it. 
of fincerity, and fhewed him how much he was to blame for 
defiring rafhly to engage the nation in a war which nothing 
but his own ambitious and felf-interefted views could tempt 
him to advife. In the end he propofed that his children, and 
thofe of Mardonius , fhould be given up as pledges to anfwer for 
the fuccefs of the war; that he and his children would forfeit 
their lives if it fhould prove fuccefsful j but if otherwife, that 
thofe of Mardonius) with their father, if he returned, fhould 
fuffer death. Tho’ Artabanus expreffed his fentiments in very 
refpe&ful terms, Xerxes was neverthelefs extremely offended, 
and replied with indignation, that if he were not his uncle, he 
fhould fuffer that moment the due punifhment for fuch an 
audacious behaviour; but as a punifhment, he faid, he would 
leave him among the women, while he marched at the head 
of his troops, where his duty and glory called him. However, 
when the firft emotion of his anger was paft, he owned he 
had been to blame in treating his uncle with fuch harfh lan¬ 
guage; and next day, in prefence of the council, was not 
aihamed to repair his fault, by ingenuoufly confeffing, that the 
heat of his youth, and want of experience, had made him tref- 
pafs againft the regard due to fo worthy a prince as Artabanus ; 
and declared, that he was come over to his opinion, notwith- 
Itanding a phantom had appeared to him in his fleep the night 
before, and warmly exhorted him to undertake the war. The 
whole council, overjoyed to hear the king fpeak in that man¬ 
ner, proftrated themfelves before him, ana ftrove to outdo 
each other in extolling the prudence of his conduft. The 
night following, according to Herodotus , the fame phantom ap¬ 
peared again to the king, and told him, that if he did not un¬ 
dertake a war againft Greece without delay, he fhould become 
mean and contemptible in as fhort a time as he had been raifed 
to greatnefs and power. Xerxes , terrified with this fecond 
dream, fent for Artabanus , and acquainting him with what 
had happened, entreated him to put on the royal robes, to fit 
on his throne, and pafs the night in his bed. Artabanus , after The Gre- 
fome difficulties, complying with the king’s defires, the fame c j a „ expe- 
vifion appeared to him, and threatned him with the greateft dition re¬ 
calamities if he continued to oppofe the Grecian expedition; folved on» 
which fo terrified him, that he came over to the king’s firft 
opinion, and the war againft Greece was refolved upon. 

Xerxes , that he might omit nothing which could contribute 
to the fuccefs of his undertaking, entered into an alliance with 
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The Car- the Carthaginians , then the moft powerful people in the wed, 
thaginians The Carthaginians , by this alliance, agreeing to attack the 


ally with 
Xerxes. 


A bridge 

o 

built over 
the Helle- 


Jpont. 


Xerxes 


Hamilcar 

uld in Afr 


& 


pro 


Italy , fo that his army confifted of 300,000 men, befides a 
portionable number of Ihips. 

Thus, agreeably to the prophecy of Daniel , Xerxes , having 
by his Jlrength thro 3 his riches Jlirred up all the nations of the then 
known world againjl the realm of Greece, in the fixth year of his 
reign proceeded to Sardis , which was the place appointed for 
the general rendezvous of all his land forces, while his navy 
advanced along the coaits of Afia Minor towards the Helhfpont, 
Xerxes , as a neceflary preparation for the war, had ordered a 
paflage to be cut thro’ the IJlhmus that joined mount At\m to 
the continent. The IJlhmus is only about a mile and a half 
broad, but the mountain runs out feveral miles into the fea, 
which is there very tempeftuous, and occafioned frequent fliip- 
wrecks. The true motive of the undertaking, according to 
Herodotus , was the vanity of the king, fince he might, with 
far lefs trouble, have caufed his fleet to be conveyed over the 
IJlhmus , as was the pradiice in thofe days. ~~ 

canal employed an infinite number of worl_, 

night, for three years; and it was fo broad as" to allow two 

t allies of three banks of oars each to pafs through it abrealh 
dodern travellers declare that they can perceive no traces of 
this great work, and conclude, that it has only been a fiftion 
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Perforatus Athos 
To us. howe’ 


Juvenal 
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undertaking does not feem fo 


Xer 


very furprizing and incredible, confidering the great number of 
hands and the time they were employed in perfedfing it. 

^ >r the palling of his immenfe army from Afia into Europe, 
,:es likewife commanded a bridge of boats to be built over 
Helhfpont , now called the ftraits of the Dardanelles , or of 
Gallipoli, where the fea is feven furlongs over. The work was 
carried on with great expedition by the Phenicians and Egyp¬ 
tians ; but was no fooner finifhed than it was broke in pieces 
by a violent ftorm, which when Xerxes heard, he fell into a 
violent tranfport of anger, and commanded 300 ftripes to be 
inflidted on the fea, and a pair of fetters to be thrown into it, 
enjoining fome of his officers to reproach it in thefe terms, 
Thou fait and bitter element , thy majler has condemned thee to this 
punijhment foroffending, him without caufe , and is refohed to pofs 
over thee in fpite of thy infolence. He then ordered the heads of 
thofe who had the diredtion of the work to be flxuck oft; and 
other architects being employed, two other bridges were built 
with great difpatch, the one for the army and the other for the 
beafts of burden and the ' 


baggage. 


When 





OF THE WORLD, 151 

When thefe bridges were finifhed, Xerxes marched from Sar- Xerxes ar- 
^ w ith his immenfe army to Abydus , a city on the Afiatic coaft rives with 
of the Hellefpont , his navy at the fame time covering the whole an im¬ 
parts, During his flay at Abydus., he went up to the top of a menfe 
{lately edifice, which the Abydenians had built on purpofe for army at 
his reception, and took a view of all his forces. Obferving the Abydus. 
fea covered with his Ihips, and the large plains of Abydus quite 
down to the fhore full of men, he feemed at firll exceedingly 
delighted, but all on a fudden burft out into a flood of tears j He weeps 
which Artabanus perceiving, afked him what had made him in upon 
a few moments pafs from an excels of joy to fo great a grief, viewing 
The king replied, that confidering the Ihortnefs of human life thenum- 
he could not reftrain his tears; for of all thefe numbers of berofhis 
men, faid he, not one will be alive 100 years hence. After troops, 
fome other difcourfe with Artabanus , who declared himfelf Hill, 
diffident of the fuccefs of the expedition, Xerxes , who acknow- 
leged the ftrength of his reafoning, fent him back to Safa, and 
committed to him the government of the kingdom during his 
abfence in Europe. The day being now fixed for the palling He'march- 
overof the army, all forts of perfumes were burnt upon the es over 
bridge, and the way ftrewed with myrtle before fun-rifing ; and the Hel- 
when his firft rays appeared, Xerxes poured a libation into the kfpont. 
fea out of *a golden cup, and addrefled a prayer to the fun, Bef. Ch; 
that he might not meet with any impediment fo great as to hin- 480. 
der him from carrying his conquering arms to the utmoft li¬ 
mits of Europe. Then throwing the cup into the fea, with a 
bowl of gold and a Perfian fcymetar, the army began to pafs 
over the bridge that was next to the Euxine , while the car¬ 
riages and beafts of burthen pafled over the other. The bridges 
were boarded and covered over with earth, and had rails on 
each fide that the horfes and cattle might not be frightened 
at the fight of the fea. The army was feven days and feven 
nights in palling over, tho’ they marched without intermillion 
all that time, and were compelled by blows to quicken their 
fpeed. At the fame time the fleet made to the coafts of Europe. 

Xerxes having entered Europe with his army, marched thro* 
the Thracian Cberfonefe , and encamped at Dorifcus , a city at 
the mouth of the river Hebrus in Thrace. His fleet foon after 
arriving at the adjacent Ihorej he refolved to number and review 
both his fea and land forces. His land army was found to con- Thenum- 
fift of 1,700,000 foot, and 80,000 horfe, which, together with berofhis 
20,000 men that conduced the camels and took care of the j an ^ an ^ 
baggage, amounted to 1,800,000 men. On board his fleet, p ea f orces 
which confifted of 1207 large fhips, and 3000 gallies and tran- 
fports, were ci7,6io men; After he had entered Europe, the 
nations that had fubmitted to him on this fide the Hellefpont , 
added to his land forces 400,000 men, and to his fleet 220 (hips, 
on board of which were 24,000 men ; fo that the whole num¬ 
ber of his fea and land forces when he arrived at Thermopylae^ 
was 2,641,610 men, without including fervants, eunuchs, wo¬ 
men, futlers, and other people of that fort, who were computed 
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to equal the number of the forces. Thus, according to Mm- 
dotus , the whole multitude of perfons that followed Xerxes i n 
this expedition, amounted to 5,283,220. Plutarch and Jfocrates 
agree with Herodotus in this computation ; but Diodorus Sicu¬ 
lus, Pliny and /Elian, make the army of Xerxes no greater than 
that with which his father invaded Scythia. As Herodotus lived 
in the very age wherein the expedition happened, his accounts, 
we think, ought to be preferred, efpecially as they feem con¬ 
formable to the infeription engraved on the monument of thofe 
Greeks that fell at Thermopyla, which expreffed that they 
foup-ht againft three millions of men, or two millions according 
to Diodorus ; and all the antients agree, that this was the 
greateft army that ever was brought into the field. Among 
thefe millions of men there was not one that could vie with 


Xerxes 
mendation 


with other 


Befides the fubordinate generals of each nation who command¬ 
ed the troops of their refpe&ive countries, the whole army was 

under the command of fix 


Per/it 


Hyda 


Perfti 
be in 
The 


Pcrfian admirals, and the cavalry had likewife their particular 
generals and commanders. 

Xerxes , after reviewing his army at Dorifcus , advanced from 
thence fouthward towards Attica , ordering his fleet to attend 
him, and to regulate their motions according to the motions 
of the army. Wherever he came, he found provisions prepared 
before-hand purfuant to his orders. Each city, thro’ which he 
palled, was obliged to entertain him; which coft immenfe fums, 
and gave occafion to the faying of a citizen of Abdera after the 
king’s departure, that his countrymen might thank the gods 
for Xerxes’s moderation in being fatisfied with one meal a day. 
Mean while the Lacesdemonians and Athenians , againft whom 
and Xerxes was moft exafperated, had vigoroufly exerted themfelves 
Spartans in the r preparations to oppofe him. They fent ambafladors 
prepare to to the Arrians, Sicilians, Corcyrans, and Cretans , to defire fuc- 

E r t 1 1 • fl . . . .. I . .. 


The Athe¬ 


nians 


oppofe 
him. 


conclude 
they all excufed thcmlelves 


■ W ' 

different 


fitted out 60 fhips, which failed as far as 
the cape of Malea , where under pretence of being wind-bound, 
they waited the event of an engagement. Of all the Greeks 

. ans and Plataans knt 




Peloponnefe , only the Thefp 


and 


1 he Athenians having put an end to all inteftine divifions, 


Mginates 


were then at war, gave the chief command of their forces to 
Themijlocles ; and gave leave to Arijiides, and all their other ex¬ 
iles, to return. The Spartans appointed Leonidas, one of their 
kings, their commander; and it was unanimoufly determined 
to defend Thermopylae, which is a narrow pafs, only 2c feet 

bread, between the lea and the mountains that divide Thejfaly 

from 
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from Greece, and the only way thro’ which the Perftans could 
mter Achat a. Leonidas the Spartan , a prince of extraordinary 
courage) marched thither with 4000 men, among whom were 
, 00 Spartans all chofen by himfelf, and all had determined to 
lop the innumerable army of Xerxes , or die in the attempt. 

Xerxes , upon approaching the (traits, was greatly furprifed Leonidas 
to find that the Greeks had taken the refolution to difpute his refolves 
paflage. He had flattered himfelf that they would never dare to defend 
to face him, and (till entertaining fome hopes of their flight, the pafs of 
he waited four days without undertaking any thing, on pur- Thermo- 
pofe to give them time to retreat. During this time he ufed pyla. 
his utmoft endeavours to corrupt Leonidas , promifing to make 
]j m mafter of Greece if he would come over to his party. Leo- 
<tiias rejecting his propofal with fcorn and indignation, the 
cing ordered him by an herald to deliver up his arms 5 to 
,vhi:h the Spartan in a (tile, and with a fpirit truly Laconic , 
mlwered in a few words. Come , take them *. Xerxes , at this His noble 
:eply, tranfported with rage, commanded the Medes and Ci(fians anfwer to 
:o march againft them, and bring them alive in fetters to him. Xerxes. 

The Medes began the attack furioufly ; but being quickly re¬ 
nd fed with great daughter, (hewed, as our author obferves, 
hat Xerxes had many men but few foldiers. Hydarnes ad- He repul- 
'anced next with the 10,000 chofen men called the immortal festhe 
land; but thefe had no better fuccefs than the former. Xerxes , Perfans 
vho beheld the action, is faid to have thrice leaped from his with great 
hrone, apprehending the entire deftru&ion of his army. The daughter. 
°erfms, the next day, renewed their attack, but were again 
hamefully put to flight with great daughter. 

Xerxes , co founded with the refolution of the Greeks , was 
;reatly perplexed, and began to defpair of being able to force 
iis paflage, when one Epialtes came to him, and difeovered a 
;cret paflage to the top of the hill which overlooked and com- 
landed the Spartan forces. Hydarnes , with his feleft body of 
0,000 Perftans , immediately marched thither, and arriving at 
reak of day, overpowered and repul fed the Pkocaans , who 
^treated to the top of the mountain, prepared to die gal¬ 
lantly. Hydarnes , however, marched down the mountain with 
all poffible expedition, to attack the rear of thofe who defend¬ 
ed the pafs. Leonidas , being now apprized that it was impofli- 
Ue to bear up againft the enemy, obliged the reft of his allies 

to retire, but ftatd himfelf with the TheJpians , 'Thebans , and 300 
Spartans, all refolved to die with their leader; who, being told 
oy the oracle, that either Sparta (houid be deftroyed, or the 
king lofe his life, determined, without the leaft hefttation, to 
facrifice himfelf for his country. Thofe who ftaid with him, 
did not feed themfelves with any hopes of conquering or ef- 
ttpmg, but looked upon Thermopylee as their graves. Leoni- 
as exhorting them to take fome nourifhment, and telling them 
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they flhould fup together with Pluto, they fet tip a fhout of mo 
as if they had been invited to a banquet. ' 

When Xerxes approached with the whole body of his army 
the Greeks left their rampart and advanced to the broad eft part of 
the paffage, and fell upon the enemy with fuch undaunted coin 
all his men ra g e an d refolution, that the Perfian officers were obliged to 

ftand behind the divifions they commanded in order to prevent 
the flight of their men. Great numbers of the enemy were 
drowned in the fea, others were trampled under foot by their 
own men, and a great many killed by the Greeks , who know¬ 
ing they could not avoid death upon the arrival of thofe who 
were advancing to fall upon their rear, exerted their utmoft 
efforts. In this aefion Leonidas being killed, the Perftam at¬ 
tempted to feize and carry off his body, but were four times 
repulfed by the Lacedemonians, who killed two of the brothers 
of Xerxes, with many other Perftans of diftin&ion. Hydarrn , 
in the mean time, advancing with the chofen band, they retired 
to the narroweft place of the paffage, and drawing all together, 
except the Thebans, who bafely went over to the enemy, de¬ 
fended themfelves till being oppreffed with numbers, they all fell 
except one man who efcaped to Sparta , where he was treated 
as a coward and traytor to his country, every one avoiding his 
company, and giving him the nick-name of Ariftodemus the m. 


azvay 


Arijhdemus , however, not long after made a glorious 


reparation of his fault in the battle of Platea , where he diftin- 
guifhed himfelf in an extraordinary manner. Dieneces the 
Spartan is faid to have diftinguifhed himfelf above all the reft. 
When a Trachinian told him before the battle, that the bar¬ 
barians were fo numerous, that with one flight of their arrows 
they would hide the fun ; he anfwered without betraying the 
leaf!; fear, that he was glad to hear it, becaufe he liked to fight 
Xerxes’* in the fhade. Xerxes, exafperated againft Leonidas, caufed his 

head to be ftruck off, and his body to be put up on a crofs; 
which barbarous treatment redounded more to his own igno 


sndignit} 1 
to the 


body of miny than to the difhonour of the hero. The Ampkiftyom , 
Leonidas, fome time after, caufed a magnificent monument to be erected 

to thefe brave defenders of Greece , with two inferiptions, the 
one general, importing that the Greeks of Pelaponnefus , to the 
number only of 4000, made head againft the Perfian army, con- 
fifting of three millions ; the other relating to the Spartans in 
particular, which was compofed by Simonides, to this purport: 
Go, pajjenger, and acquaint the Spartans that we died here obcyhl 
their juft laws . At this monument a funeral oration was yearly 
pronounced in honour of the dead heroes, and public games 
perSormed with great folemnity, wherein none but the Lacak- 
monlans and Thefpians had any fhare. 

Xerxes having loft, on this occafioil, 20,000 men, caufed all 
his flain, except 1000 (whofe bodies Were left on the field) to 
be privately buried, to prevent his army from being alarmed and 
diicouraged with their lofs j and proceeded to Attica , where ht 
arrived four months after he had paffed the Hellcfpont. 

j sit 
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irLrmtrv!#-, the two fleets engaged at Artemifmm , a promontory fian 
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1 Euboea* That ' - - -r- 

Perfm fleet was far more numerous, though they had loft, a at A 

few days before, in a violent florin which continued four days, mifi\ 

above 400 fhips. The Perjians propofed to inclofe the Greeks 

in the ftrait between the ifland Euboea and the continent; and 


ordered 200 of their fhips 
end of the ifland. The Greeks failed in the night-time to at¬ 
tack thel'e fhips by day-break ; but having miffed them, they 
advanced to Apheta , where the reft of the Perfian fleet was fla¬ 
wed. A general engagement enfuing, both parties fought 
for a confiderable time with great obftinacy, and retired in 
good order ; but the lofs of the Perfians was moft confiderable. 

They alio fuffered greatly by a fecond ftorm, in which the 200 
(hips that had been detached from the fleet almoft all perifhed. 

The Greeks , to repair their lofs, failed to the ftraits of Salamis, 
a fmall ifland over-againft: Attica. 

When Xerxes entered Attica , the Athenians , by the perfuafions Athens de 
of Tlwniftocles , abandoned their city. All that were able to ferted by 


a cm- 


bear arms went on board the fleet, and their wives and children jt_ 
were fectired in Sa la mis, JEgina , and Tuezcne. Some few old ze ns. 
men, indeed, remained in the citadel, which, agreeable to their 
interpretation of the oracle, they fortified with palifadoes, or 
wooden walls. THefe, after a fliort refiftance, were all cut to Taken 
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AsXer 


Herodotus and Diodorus 


f Apollo Perth 


mountain 


S 

crufhed 


ihePer/ians approached Parna[Jus , 
great rocks rolled down from the 
greatefl part of the detachment. 

Meanwhile, both fleets being not far from each other, each Artemifia 
party deliberated whether they fliould hazard a naval engage- difluades 

rr-M -r% a* 1 1 nil * r* . — 


he Perfian 
engaging. Artemifia queen 

fhip 


w v — — — — - -^ ^ ^ 

Hcdi carnaffi 


followed 


that refolution, reprefenting that the lofs of a battle at fea at fea. 
would be attended with the ruin of their land army ; whereas 
by fpinning out the war, and advancing to the Pelopon- 
nefns , jealoufies and divifions would arife among their enemies, 
who would leparate, each to defend their own coafts. Xerxes , 
however, who had come on board the fleet, aflented to the ge¬ 
neral opinion for engaging; but inftead of fharing the danger, 
he went on ftiore, where he caufed a throne to be eredled on the 
top of an eminence, whence he might be a witnefs of the gal¬ 
lantly of his troops. 

In the Grecian fleet, as Artemifia had fuppofed, there were 
very warm difputes, which were carried on with great animo- 
nty. Xbemijlocles , who had once prevailed upon them to re¬ 
main at Salami j, finding that the Peloponnefians , upon the ap¬ 
proach 
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t Them ; fto~ proach of the enemy, were again refolving to depart, fent ; 
des, by a trufty meffenger to the Perjian commanders, advifmg them as ; 
flratagem, lecret friend, to attack the Greeks^ without delay, before the! 
perfuaues could efcape, which they were intending ; and alluring them 
them to that as fcon as the battle began, he and the Athenians wouli 
hazard a join the Perjians. Xerxes and his officers falling into thefnare, 
batue. the Perjian fleet, which confifted of upwards of 2000 fail, i m , 

mediately advanced, and prevented the intended retreat of the 
Peloponncfians. The command of the Grecian fleet, which did 
not exceed 380 fail, being now trufted to Themijiocles , he de- 
ferred the engagement till a certain wind, which rofe regularly 
at a certain hour, and was intirely contrary to the enemy, be- 

The Per £ an to blow. As foon as this wind arofe, the Greeks began the 
bar fi et * engagement. The Perftans , knowing that they adted under 
to-ally de- t ^ le ‘ r ki n g’ s e y®-> bought for fome time with great refol ution; but 
fe-'ted ^ w ‘ !1 d blowing directly in their faces, and the largenefs and 

Salami's number of their fhips embarraffing them in fo narrow a bay, 

u * their ardour foon abated ; which being perceived by the Greek , 

they redoubled their efforts, and quickly breaking into the 
Perfian fleet, forced them to fly, fome to Phalerus , where their 
army lay encamped, others to the harbours of the neighbour¬ 
ing iflands. The Ionians , whom Themijiocles had advifed, by 
charadters engraven upon ftones fet up along the coafts of 
Euboea , to remember their original, were the nrft who betook 
themfelves to flight. Artemifia was the laft who fled; and 
having diftinguifhed herfelf above all the reft in the engage¬ 
ment, Xerxes cried out, that the men had behaved like women, 
and the women with the courage and intrepidity of men. 

In this memorable adfion the Grecians loft 40 fhips, and the 
Perjians 200, befides a great many more that were taken, with 
all the men and ammunition they carried. Many of their al- 
lies, who dreaded the king’s cruelty no lefs than the enemy, 
made the beft of their way to their rcfpective countries. 
Xerxes's Themijiocles , by another ftratagem, perfuaded Xerxes , with 
retreat and the greateft part of his army, to evacuate Greece , by informing 
aiitrefs. him as a friend that the Greeks intended to break down his bridge 


Alii -a ______ ^ .... 

vv: ,cd by r .lv.s palling the winter in Thejfaly and Adacedonia , marched 
tne e'er- early in the fpring into Bceoiia. From thence he fent Akxanf 


at the Hellefpont. Upon this information, Xerxes left Mark- 
denius , with 300,000 men, to attempt the conqueft of Greece, 
and marched with the reft towards Thrace. During his march, 
which lafted 45 days, his foldiers, having no proviflons, were 
obliged to live upon herbs, and even the bark and leaves of 
trees, which occafioned innumerable diftempers, that fweptoff 
the greater part of them. Xerxes , through eagernefs to make 
his elcape, even left his army behind him ; but when he ar¬ 
rived with a fmall retinue at the Hellefpont, he found the bridge 
broken down by the violence of the ftorms, and was reduced 


to the necefluy of croffing over in a fifbing-boat j a ftrikingW' 
ftance of the mutability of human greatnefs ! 

Xerxes continued the following year at Sardis ; and Mardt- 


C 
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king of Macedon , with very advantageous offers, to the Athenl- fans un- 
j'<wf i n order to draw them off from the general alliance, der Mnr- 
Hi s offers being rejected by the Athenians , who refufed o ndanius. 
anv account to defert the common iiitereft of Greece , he foon 
after marched into Attica , which he ravaged and deftroyed; 
andth t Athenians, who were unable to withftand fuch a tor¬ 
rent, abandoning their city a fecond time, he entered Athens , 
and demolifhed whatever had efcaped the fury of the Perjians 
the preceding year. The Grecian forces, in the mean time, 
aflembling at the ifthmus of Corinth , under the command of 
Paufanias king of Sparta and Arifiides , then archon of Athens , 

Mardonius marched back into Bceotia , and encamped on the 
banks of the Afopus ; his army, according to Herodotus , con- 
fifting of 350,000 men ; but, according to Diodorus , of 500,000. 

The Grecians , who were not fully 110,000 men, followed them, 
and in a fkirmifh that happened foon after, routed a confider- 
able party of Per fan horfe, under the command of Majtjiius, 
who was killed in the action; and being next in authority to 
Mardonius , was greatly lamented by the Per fans , by cutting off 
their hair, and likewife the manes of their horfes, and filling 
the camp with loud cries and lamentations. Several other fkir- 
mifhes happened between the two armies ; but about ten days 
after, Mardonius , contrary to the advice of fome other generals, 
and his Greek allies, drew out his army for a general engage¬ 
ment : the greateft part of the day, however, was confumed by 
both parties in altering the difpofition of their troops. The The Per- 
1 Greeks having been greatly incommoded by the Perfian horfe, fans to- 
and being diftrefled for want of provifions, decamped the ta dy de¬ 
night following, in 'great diforder, towards Plateca, with the feared at 
delign of encamping in an ifland formed by the Afopus. Alar- die battle 
domus and the Per fans, believing that they fled, purfued after of Platcea. 
them without rank or order. The Perfan horfe quickly came up 
with the Lacedemonians and Pegeans , and attacked them ; and 
when the Athenians , who were at a confiderable diftance, were 
marching to the relief of the Spartans , they were attacked by 
the Boeotians and the other Greek auxiliaries of the enemy. The 
battle being thus fought in two different places, the Spartans , 
who were more completely armed than the Perjians , quickly 
broke them; and killing Mardonius , who fignalized himfelf at 
the head of 1000 chofen men, totally routed them with great 

flaughter. The Greeks , who had attacked the Athenians , hearing 
of the defeat of the Pcrfans , retired with precipitation, great 
part of them to their own homes. The Perfans having re- Their 
treated to their former camp, and fortified it with an inciofure camp 
of wood, the Lacedemonians purfued them thither; but not fore.d 
being accuftomed to dorm fortified places, they attacked the in- by the 
trenchments with more valour than fkill, and differed by the Athenians. 
enemy. The Athenians coming up, foon broke down the wall, 
and entering with the Pegeans and Lacedemonians, made fuch a 
dreadful fiaughter of the enemy, that of 300,000 fcarce 3000 made 
their efcape, exclufive of 40,000 that had followed Artabazus , 

who 
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who having diftinguifhed himfelf in the engagement, and fore 
feeing what would happen, made a timely retreat, and arriving 
fafe at Byzantimn , from thence palled over into A ft a. I n t j° 

battle the Spartans loft only 91 men, the Tegcans 16, and the 
Athenians 52. When they came to determine who had behaved 
with moft courage, they all gave judgment in favour of jfrif. 
todeinus , who had faved himfelf at 'Thermopylae and was now in 
the number of the flain. Thus was Greece delivered, not only 
from the prefent, but all future invafions of the Perfans, who 
henceforward never appeared on this fide the Hellefpont. 

The Per- The fame day that this battle was fought at Plataa , the naval 
flam de- forces of the Greeks gained as memorable a vi(Story at Mycak , a 
feated be- promontory in Afta. While the land army afiembled at the 
fore Ms- ifthmus to oppofe Mardonius, the fleet met at Mgina , under the 
cale, command of Leotychides the other king of Sparta , and Xantij. 

pus the Athenian , where they received an embafly from the /«. 
nians, inviting them into Afta , to deliver the Greek colonies 
from the Perfan yoke. They accordingly fet fail immediately 
for Afta, fleering their courfe by Delos, where they were met 
by other ambafladors from Samos , who told them that the Perjm 
fleet was then at Samos , and might eafily be deftroyed, earneftly' 
intreating not to ncgledt fo favourable an opportunity. The 
Greeks hereupon failed dire&ly for Samos ; but the Per/ians re¬ 
ceiving timely notice of their defign, retired to Mycale , where 
their army lay encamped, confifting of 60,000 men. or, accord¬ 
ing to fome, of ico,cco. Here they drew their {hips afhore, 
and threw up an intrenchment quite round, which they forti¬ 
fied with palifadoes, being determined to fuftain’ a fiege. The 
Greeks following them to Mycale, landed their troops, and at¬ 
tacking the intrenchment, quickly made a breach, and totally 
routed the enemy. The Perfians , tho’ deferted by the barba¬ 
rians, refilled obftinately a long while ; but the Samians , whom 
they had difarmed before the engagement, ailing to the utmoft 
of their power in favour of the Greeks , and the Ionium follow¬ 
ing their example, the Perfans at length fled to the mountains, 
the palfes of which they h:;d committed to the Milcfans. They, 
however, feeing the event of the battle, inftead of conducing 
the Perfans from the field, brought them back, by other ways, 
to the Greeks ; by which means, a very fmall number efcaped 
the general {laughter of that day. The Greeks having routed 
the enemy, fet fire to their fhips, burnt the whole camp, and 
failed for Samos , loaded with an immenfe booty. Thus ended 
the ambitious defigns of Xerxes , in a moft miferable difappoint- 
ment; a fmall number of thofe millions of men now remain¬ 
ing with which the year before he marched fo proudly over the 
licilefpont. 

The lira- The battle of Plataa was fought in the morning, and that of 
tagem of Mycale in the afternoon of the fame day; and yet all the 
Leetychi - Greek writers pretend that the victory at Plataa was known at 
des. Mycale before the latter engagement began, tho’ thefc two 

places were parted by the whole JEgean , a fea of feveral day 5 

Jail* 
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fail. But Diodorus Siculus clears up this matter, telji.ng us, 
that Lecty chides, obferving his tfOQps.■ t;o be in pain left their, 
countrymen at Plata# fhould be overpowered by the army of 
gtirdonius, in order to raife their fpirits and courage, caufed 
a report to be fpread among his troops, that the Perftans were 

defeated at Platesa.. 




.. 4 news of thefe two overthrows, immediately 

left Sardis, and fet out for Perfia , with the fame hurry and pre¬ 
cipitation as he had left Athens after the battle of Salamis. But 
before he fet out, he gave orders that all the temples of the 
Greeks in Afta fhould be burnt and demolifhed ; and his orders 
were fo far executed, that not one was left ftanding, except 
that of Diana at Ephejus .. He a&ed in this manner, according 
to Cicero, at the inftigation of the mages, who were profefled 
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Sufa, he deftroyed all the temples 


city, doubtlefs from the fame principle, and out of hatred to the 
left of the Sab awns. Perhaps alfo the defire of making himfelf 
amends for the charges of his Grecian expedition by their Ipoil 

and plunder, which was very immenfe, might alfo be a motive 
to his deftroying them. 
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pa 


Afia, fhaking 


fubfifted 


While Xerxes reflded 


brother Maft/les j but as (he 


of extraordinary merit, fhe 
vailed upon to defile his bed. Xerxes 


for Mafifti 


His in- 
ceftuous 
intrigue 
with his 
daughter- 


himfelf that by heaping favours upon her, he might at laft con- in-law. 
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querher virtue. 


daughter. 


The king 


Darius J 
Artaynta 


all temptations, changed his inclinations, and fell paffionately 
in love with her daughter, who did not imitate the glorious ex¬ 
ample of her mother’s conftancy and virtue. While 

tr'niiA ...»„ _ * tt /i • • /* w 


Hamejlris, wife to Xer 


made him 


3 °^. a rich anc * cur i° us mantle of her own making 

which he being extremely pleafed with, put on when he next 

vuited his miftrefs. In the converfation he had with her he de- 
meti her to alk whatever favour file pleafed j and binding him- 
jelt with an oath to deny her nothing, fhe defired him to give 
tier the mantle. Xerxes forefeeing the bad confequences of his 
granting her prefent requeft, ul'ed his utmoft endeavours to 
ouluade her from infifting upon it. He offered her immenfe 
features, with cities, and an army to be wholly at her own 
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difpofal} but not being able to prevail with her, and thinkin 
himfelf bound by his ralh oath, he yielded at length to her de 
mand, and gave her the mantle* which (he immediately put 0n 
and publtcldy wore as a trophy of her power over the king’ 
Its fatal affe&ions. Kamejlris being now confirmed in the fufpicion ihi 
effedls. had entertained, was incenfed to the higheft degree; but in 

Read of venting her rage againft the daughter, Ihe refolved t< 
take revenge of the mother, whom {he looked upon as the au 
thor of the whole intrigue, tho’ {he was no-ways privy to it 
She deferred her revenge, however, till the celebration of th< 
king’s birth-day j on which feftival, the king, according to tin 
eftablilhed cuftom of the country, ufed to grant the queer 
whatever {he demanded. On this feftival, {he accordingly alkec 
that the wife of Maftfles might be delivered into her hands, 
Xerxes apprehending her defign, was ftruck with horror at hei 
demand, both out of regard to his brother and to his wife, who 
he knew was quite innocent, and therefore at firft withftooo 
her requeft j but not being able to refill her importunity, he 
at laft yielded, and was guilty of the weakeft and moft cruel 
piece of complaifance that ever was adted. His guards deli¬ 
vered the innocent lady into the hands of the revengeful Ha- 
mejlris , who caufed her breafts, tongue, nofe, ears, and lips, 
to be cut off, and thrown to the dogs before* her face; and in 
that miferable condition fent her home. Xerxes , in the mean 
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from the 
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time, had fent for his brother, to prepare him for the tragical 
adventure; and firft preffed him to part with his wife, and to 
induce him thereto, offered to give him one of his daughters in 
her {lead. Maftfles, who was paflionately fond of his wife, re¬ 
futing on any account to divorce her, Xerxes in great warmth 
told him, that fince he rejected his daughter, he mould neither 
have her nor his own wife; and with this inhuman reply dif- 
mifled him. Maftfles , from this fpeech apprehending fome great 
misfortune, haftened home, where he found his wife in that de¬ 
plorable Condition we have deferibed. Being exafperated to the 
higheft degree, as the cafe juftly deferved, he immediately 
fetout, with his family, fervants, and dependants, for the pro¬ 
vince of Baftriana , of which he was governor, with full refo- 
lution, as foon as he arrived there, to induce the B a chi am to 
revolt, and revenge fuch barbarous ufage in the fevereft manner. 


Xerxes 


v 
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lent a party of horfe after him, who, overtaking him, cut 
him in pieces, with his wife, children, and all his retinue. f 
The government of BaStria was now conferred on Xerrin 
fecond Ion Hyflafpes , who being, on that account, obliged to 

live at adiftance from court, gave his younger brother Artaxff 
an opportunity of mounting the throne before him, as will k 

ieen in the feauel. _ . 
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? powerful fleet to Cyprus , and drove the Perjians from that 
iiland. From thence they failed to the Hellespont , and reduced 
the city of Byzantium , and afterwards the iflands Scyrus and 
tf axus , Chnon , who had the command of the fleet, then paf- 
j' H1 2 over to the coafts of Afta^ drove the Perjians out of all the 
maritime cities of Carta and Lycia. Afterwards he attacked and 
defeated their fleet at the mouth of the river Eurytnedon , and 
landing his forces, gained another fignal vi&ory, the fame day* 
over the land army. The year after, he drove the Perjians out 
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Thrace 


Xerxes being wholly difcouraged by a continual feries of heavy Xerxes 
loiles and (hameful defeats, renounced all thoughts of war or murdered 
conqueft, and gave himfelf intirely up to luxury and eafe,mind- Bef Chr e 
inff nothing but the gratifying his lulls and vicious inclinations. 

This diflblute manner of life having drawn upon him the con¬ 
tempt and hatred of his fubje&s, Artabanus , the captain of his 
guards, who had long been his chief favourite, was encouraged 
bafely to confpire againft him. He prevailed on Mithridates * 
one of the eunuchs of the palace, to engage in the confpiracy, 

.and being bv him let into the king’s bed-chamber, murdered 
him while he was afleep, in the 21ft year of his reign, acccord- 
ing to Ptolemy’s Canon, Diodorus Siculus * Afrtcanus , Eufebius 5 
and others. He then went to Artaxerxes , the king’s third fon, 

him, that his elder brother Darius had murdered the 
king, and intended alfo to aflaflinate him, perfuaded the young 
and credulous prince to go to his brother’s apartment, and mur¬ 
der Darius. Hyjlafpes , the fecond fon of Xerx 


the 
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tabams , however, refolving as foon as he had formed a fufli- his third 
cient party, to difpatch the young king, and feize the throne for fon, 
himfelf. While he was confultins how to execute his defien, mounts 


Artaxerxes , 


by Mega 


who had married one of his fillers, anticipated his wicked pur- throne* 
pole, and killed him before his treafon was ripe for execution; 

His death fecured the poflefllon of the kingdom to Artaxerxes , 
who is faid to have been the handfomeft man of the age he lived 
in, and a prince of a very mild and generous difjxdition. The He is far- 
Greeks gave him the furname of Macrocheir , that is, long-handed , named 
which anfwers to the Latin Longhnanus ; becaufe, according to Macro - 
Strabo (]. xv.) his hands were fo long, that whenever he Hood cbeir, or 
upright he could touch his knees with them : but according to Longinia« 
Plutarch (in Ariax .) becaufe his right hand was longer than his nus. 
left. In Srrintnre bn. boars the name of Abajiierus as well as 
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fephus , whofe opinion is followed by Severus Sulpitius 
others, both antient and modern writers * 


and 


many 


He fuD- 


Tho’ Artaxerxes by the death of Artabanus had removed a dan- 
preiT«a g crous competitor, he had ftill two great obftacles in his way, 
confpira- nain ely, bis brother Hy/iajpcs in Baciria, and the faction of Ar~ 

* of Arno trrwrt^ Kim fKp frniill si** -* 


cy 


tab anus at home, which gave him the firft trouble. Artalama 
had left feven fons, and a great number of partifans, who im¬ 
mediately aflembled to revenge his death. A bloody engage¬ 
ment enfuing, many Perjians of diftindtion fell on both lides; 
but Artaxerxes at length prevailing, he put to death all t’nofe 
who were privy to the plot, thole efpecially who had any hand 
in the murder of his father, were punifhed in a moll exemplary 
Defeats manner. Having thus crufhed the fadtion of Artabanus at home, 
his elder Artaxerxes lent an army into Baftria^ which had declared in fa- 
brother, vour of his brother. Hyjiafpes having aflembled a great num¬ 
ber of B a Brians , attacked tne forces of tire king, and the event 
of the battle was fo equal, that neither party could claim the 



victory. Th 


next 


year Artaxerxes , who was acknowleged 


throughout the whole empire, drew together a more powerful 
army, and gaining a complete victory over the BaBrians , fe- 
cured to himfelf the quiet pofleffion of the empire. To pre¬ 
vent all further dilturbances, he removed fuch governors of 
cities and provinces as he fufpedted to be weli-wifliers to any of 
the factions he had overcome, putting others in their room 
whom he could fafely trull. He afterwards applied himfelf to 
the reforming of many abufes and diforders that had crept into 
the government; whereby he gained great reputation, and 
won the hearts of his fubjecis throughout the whole 
empire. 

Artaxerxes being now beloved and obeyed throughout the 
whole empire, in the third year of his reign appointed re¬ 


joicings and fealts to be made, for the fpace of 180 days, in the 
city of Sufa ; on the conclufion of which, he gave a grand en¬ 
tertainment to all the princes and people that were in that city, 
which lafted feven days. VaJIsti the queen at the fame time made 
a like feaft in her apartment for the women. Here the hiftory of 
Hadaffah , or Ejlher (for which we refer our readers to that book) 
takes place. 

TheEgyp- In the fifth year of Artaxerxes 1 reign, the Egyptians revolted, 
tiam re- and making Inarus prince of the Libyans their king, called in 
volt, and the Athenians to their afixllance ; who having at that time a fleet 
are alfidtd °f 200 Ihips at the ifland of Cyprus , laid hold of that opportu- 
by the nity'of weakening the power of the Perjians , by driving them 

from fo rich a kingdom. This war continued fix years, and in 
the end proved very fatal to the Athenians ; for the Egyptians 
being at length fubdued by Megabyzus , the Athenians not only 
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loft their whole fleet, but fifty other veflels that entered the 
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\\iePerflans from that ifland. Cimon having reduced feveral rl- 
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and puriued the remainder to the coaits of Phoenicia. Return¬ 
ing from thence, he landed his troops in Cilicia , attacked 
gabyzus, who commanded an army of 300,000 men, and having 

routed the Perfians with great flaughter, returned with a double 
triumph to Cyprus. 

Artaxerxes tired with a war in which he had fuftained fo great Artaxerxei 
Ioffes, by the advice of his counfellors, propofed terms of ac- makes 
commodation to the Athenians. A peace was according v mn- 


of fhould 1 
their own laws, 
.the fea betwixl 


2. 


r. A peace was accordingly con- peace with 
rms .1. That all the Greek cities the Atbe- 
and allowed to live according to nians. 

Perjtan imps of war fhould enter 


Pcrfmn general fhould come by land \ 
days march of thofe feas. 4. That the Athenians 

__ 1 n 


Pamphyh 


Perfu 


Thus ended this war, which had lafted, from the burning of 
Sardis by the Athenians, fifty-one years complete, and de- 
flroyed numberlefs multitudes both of Greeks and Perfians. 

Acheemenes , the brother of Artaxerxes, having been cut off ill yr - r. 
the Egyptian war, his mother continually follicited the king to * 
dehver to her Inarm and the Athenian prifoners, that fhe might S'°j' 
faenfice them to the manes of her deceafed fon j and having, [heTrtf 
after five years unwearied follicitation, at length obtained her me nt of 
defire, fhe caufed Inarm to be crucified, and the heads of all I?! j? [ 


the reft to be ftruck off. 
word that their lives fhould 


be crucified, and the heads of all the Egyp. 
Mtgxbyzus, who had engaged his 


J ttan pri- 


r , , . '—; — *r— uub iti- inner 1 

tront; ana retiring to Syria, of which he was governor, raifed vn \u 
an army, and openly revolted. Ofir is, one of the chief lords 
me court, marched at the head of 200,000 men to fupprefs 
the rebellion ; but his army was routed, and himfelf wounded 
and taken prifoner by Megabyzus, who, at the requeft of Ar~ 
niff], generoufly releafed him when his wounds were cured, 
the following year, Megabyzus again routed another Per fan 
amy that marched againft him, under the command of Mencf- 

the nephew, Artaxerxes at length fenfible that fie 
could not get the better of him by force of arm?, prevailed on 

mm, by the mediation of his brother Artarius and his filler 

mtis, who was wife to Megabyzus, to return to his duty; 
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, to return to his duty 5 
came to court. Having 
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not long after (lain a lion, which was going to fall upon the king 
when he was hunting, Artaxerxes moft ungratefully accufed him 

of affronting him, in darting firft at the lion, ana commanded 
his head to be ftruck off. With the greateft difficulty his mo- 

ther and filler prevailed upon him to change this fentenee into 
Pardoned, p er p e t U al banimment. Megabyzus having continued five years 

under confinement, at Cirta on the Red lea, at length efcapcd 
under difguife to Sufa, and, by the interceffion of his wife 
Amytis and her mother, he was reftored to the king’s favour, 
which he enjoyed till his death, which happened lome years 
after, in the 76th year of his age. Artaxerxes owed both his 
life and his crown to him, and regretted him fincerely when he 
died, as he was the beft counfellor and greateft general of the 
whole empire. 

Artaxerxes , in the 34th year of his reign, was follicited for 
affiftance by the Athenians and Lacedemonians , who were then at 
war againft each other; but we do not find that he returned any 
anfwer tiil the 7th year of the war, when he fent Artapherm 
ambafiador to the Lacedemonians ^ with a letter in the Afjjrian 
tongue, wherein he told them that feveral ambafladors had come 
to him from them; but that not being able to comprehend 
what they requefted, he had fent them a Pcrftan ; and that if 
they had any proposals to make, they might fend a trufty per- 
fon with him to his court. The ambafiador was taken prifoncr 
by an Athenian admiral at the river Strynion in Thrace , and con¬ 
ducted to Athens ; but the Athenians , who were extremely de- 
firous to regain the favour of the Perjian monarch, immediately 
fet him at liberty, and the year following fent him back to dfia 
in one of their own fhips, appointing fome of their citizens to 
attend him to the court of Perfia in the character of ambaffa- 
dors. Upon their arrival at Ephefus , the Athenians being in¬ 
formed of the king’s death, took leave of Artaphcrnes , and re¬ 
turned to Greece. 

Artaxerxes died in the 41ft year of his reign, and was fuc- 


Xe 


II. 


fucceeds 


bis E 1 c ee 'J et l by Xerxes, the only fon he had by his queen. By his 

lcr concubines he had 17; among whom were, Sogdianus , Ochus, 
and Arf.ies. Xerxes , after he had reigned 45 days, was mur¬ 
dered by his brother Sogdiauns , when he was beeping after a 
debauch. 

Sogdianus feized the throne; but becoming odious to the no¬ 
bility and army, he was apprehenfive left they Ihould declare 
for fome of his brothers, eipecially for Ochus governor of Hjr- 
cania. He fent for him to court, with adefign to murder him 
Ochus the moment he arrived \ but Ochus fufpecting his intention, 
leizes the excufed himfelf for fome time, till he had affcmbled a powerful 


A> ta- 

xerxes. 

Bef. Ch 

424. 


throne, army: then advancing towards Sufa, and declaring, that lie dc- 
and takes figned to revenge the murder of his brother, he was quickly 
the name joined by many of the nobility, and feveral governors of pro¬ 
of Darius, vinces, who put the tiara on his head, and proclaimed him 

king. Sogdianus feeing himfelf thus deferted, contrary to the 

advice of his beft friends, came to an accommodation with 

Ochus, 
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Ochus, who having him in his power, caufed him to be thrown 
into afhes, where he died a cruel death. This punifhment, 
which was invented for him, became afterwards common in 
Perfia. Ochus being fettled on the throne, changed his name, 
taking that of Darius , and is by hiftorians commonly called 
Darius Noth us ^ or Darius the Bajtard. 

Arfites his brother, reflecting how Xerxes and Sogdianus had 
been fupplanted, began to entertain thoughts of treating Ochus 
in the fame manner. Being encouraged by Artyphius the fon of 
Megabyzus , who promifed to raife an army in his behalf, he 
openly revolted. Ochus , or Darius , fent Artafyras , one of his Reduces 
generals, againft Artyphius , and marched in perfon againft his his brother 
brother. Artyphius being aflifted by Greek mercenaries, twice Arfites. 
defeated the general that had been fent againft him; but the Bef. Chr. 
Greeks being gained over with large bribes, he loft the third 422. 
battle, and, being reduced to great ftraits, furrendered himfelf 
to Darius , upon hopes given him of mercy. The king, by the 
advice of Paryfatis , his wife and After, an intriguing and artful 
woman, contrary at flrft to his own inclination, treated Arty - 
phius with great clemency, with the defign to decoy his brother 
to throw himfelf upon his mercy. Her ftratagem fucceeded ; 
for Arfites , in hopes of meeting with the fame indulgence and 
good-nature, came to an accommodation with the king. 

Darius having him in his power, was very much inclined to 
pardon him; but was prevailed on by Paryfatis to put both 
him and Artyphius to death, by fuffbeating them in afhes. 

Tho’ he eafily crufhed this rebellion, yet he was far from Pifuthnes 
enjoying tranquillity ; for his reign was difturbed with violent governor 
commotions, raifed in various parts of the empire. One of of Lydia 
the moft dangerous revolts was raifed by Pifuthnes governor of revolts. 
Lydia , who, fetting up for himfelf, raifed an army of Greek Bef. Chr: 
mercenaries, under the command of Lycan an Athenian. Tiffa- 414. 
phernes , who was appointed governor of Lydia and fent againft 
him with an army, found means of gaining the Greeks , and pre¬ 
vailed on them to abandon his party. Pijuthnes being no longer He is re¬ 
in a condition to carry on the war, furrendered, upon promife duced. 
of pardon; but no fooner came before the king, than he was 
fentenced to be fuftbeated in afties, which was accordingly exe¬ 
cuted. His fon Amorgas continued to oppofe Tijfaphernes for 

two years with the remainder of his father’s forces ; but being 
taken prifoner by the Peloponnejians at Iafus, a city of Ionia , he 
was put to death by Tiffaphernes. 

Darius was quickly after involved in new troubles, occafioned 
by Artaxares the chief of his eunuchs, who having inftnuated 
himfelf into the favour of the king, ingrofled all power at 
court, and in a manner directed the affairs of the whole em¬ 
pire ; which at length inflaming his ambition, he formed a de¬ 
sign of ufurping the throne. That he might not be thought an 
eunuch he married, and wore an artiftcial beard; but his 
wife, who was privy to the plot, making a difeovery of it to 
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the king, he was feized, and put to a cruel and ignominious 
death. 


Other 


The Egyptians , m the mean time, had ihaken off the Per 
province^ f ian yoke, declared Amyrtaus king, and entering into a confe. 
alfo revolt, deracy with the Arabians , refolved to carry the 


but are 


Phcenice. 


war into 

Darius was engaged in the war againftthe 
reduced. Egyptians and Arabians , the Medes revolted ; but being defeated 

were forced to return to their former allegiance, and reduced 
to harder fubje&ion than before. Darius feems likewife to 
have been fuccefsful again ft the Egyptians j for, according to 
Herodotus , Paufiris the ion of Amyrtaus , who reigned fix years, 
fucceeded to the throne of his father with the confent of the 
PerjLns ; which fiiews that they were mafters of Egypt. 

Darius having fettled the affairs of Media and Egypt, invefted 
Cyrus , his youngeft fon, with the fupreme command of all the 
provinces of Ajia Minor. Being born after his father’s acceflion 
to the throne, he could not at this time be above fixteen years 
of age 3 but being the darling of his mother, fhe, by her in¬ 
fluence with his father, procured this command for him, with 
a view to put him in a condition to contend for the crown after 
his father’s death. On his receiving his commiflion, he 


Cyrus the 
Younger 


governor 


cA . Ju 

Minor. 

£ef. Cl 
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was 


afl 


Becomes 


ing one fide and fometimes the other, had fo balanced matters 
between them, that they exhaufted their ftrength in mutually 
weakening each other. The weaknels of ihe king’s politics 
quickly appeared 3 for the Lacedemonians , by the afiiftance they 
received from Cyrus , having overpowered the Athenians, fent firft 
Thimbro , then Dercyliidas, and at length /Igejilaus their king, to 
invade the P erf; an provinces in A fin , where they would hare 
endangered the whole empire, had not Darius, by diftributing 
large Turns of money among the governors of the Greek ci¬ 
ties, found means to rekindle the war in Greece which 
obliged the Lacedemonians to recal their troops for their own 
defence. 

Cyrus foon difeovered his ambitious fpirit, and put to death two 


fhcr. 


R nephews of his father, becaufe they had notin meeting him wrap- 
h* "f U P ec ^ their hands in their fieeves, as was cuftomary among the 
0 1S a ~ Perjians in the prefence of their kings. Darius , on this account, 

and becaufe he had prefumed to challenge honours that were 
due only to the king, recalled him to court, and defigned to de¬ 
prive him of his government. Cyrus well knowing the great af- 
cendant his mother had over the king, came direcfly to court, 
where the queen not only reconciled iris father to him, but ufed 
all her art to have him declared heir to the crown, by rcafonhe 
was born after his father’s accefllon to the throne. Darius by 
no means would comply with her requeft; but, however, be¬ 
queathed him the government of tnofe provinces which lie 
ruled before. 


Soon 
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M-em-n 
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to the 


Soon after Darius dy; 
cldeft fon Arfaccs fucceedi 
For his extraordinary met 

that is, the rememberer. u _ 

his death-bed, he defxred to be informed by what art he had fo throne; 
happily managed the government, that by following the fame Bef.Ch. 
rule he might be blefled with the like fuccefs. The dying king 
gave him this memorable anfwer, That he had ever done , to the 
beft of his knozulege , what religion and jnjiice required , without 
[iverving from the one or the other *. 

J Artaxerxes , when he was celebrating the feftival of his in- 
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404. 


PaJ 


The con- 

ns fp-racy of 


had hatched a confpiracy againft him to murder him in the very his brother 
temple, caufed him to be feized, and fentenced him to death. r 
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Paryft 


king not 


only to fave his life, but to fend him back to the government of 
Afia Minor , which his father had left him. 

Cyrus accordingly retired to Aft a Minor ; but being full of re- 
fentnient againft his brother for the fentence of death palled 
againft him, he refolved to .revolt. With this view Clearchus , a 
Lacedemonian general, raifed a body of Greek troops for his fer- 
vice, under pretence of a war which the Lacedemonians were to 
carry into Thrace. Alcibiades being well apprized of the inten¬ 
tion of thefe levies, came over to the province of Pharnabazus , 


Artaxerxes 


defign to proceed to the Perfn 


Pharnabazus 


and acquaint 


~ ~ f — — — 

perfuafion of the thirty tyrants of Athens , who were partifans of 

the Lacedemonians , put him to death. Cyrus foon after, by his Cyrus de- 

fecret pra&ices, prevailed on the cities that were under thefio-nsawar 

r rr" nr . 7 l „ . 1 • i • i r* • t> 


Tiffapl 


againft his 


a war betwixt them, Cyrus , under this pretence, affembied troops brother, 
openly, and complaining grievoufly againft Tijfapherncs to the 
king, demanded his aftiftance and protection in the moft fub- 
miifive manner. Artaxerxes , deceived by thefe appearances, and 
not difpleafed that Cyrus and Tiffaphernes fhould be at variance, 
fuffered his brother to raife what forces he pleafed. Cyrus im¬ 
proved the imprudent fecurity and indolence of his brother, and 
difclofing his defign to the Lacedemonians , they readily promifed 
him their aftiftance, and ordered their fleet to join his, and to 


Tamos 


His 


emillaries at court, at the fame time, were induftrioufly dif- 
perfing reports among the people, to prepare their minds for the 
intended revolt j alleging, that the ftate required a king 
of Cyrus’s character, who was liberal, magnificent, loved 
war, and fhowered his favours on thofe who ferved him. 
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Cyrus having at length affembled an army of 13,000 Or (eh 
and 100,000 regular troops of different nations, let out from' 
Sardis , directing his march towards the upper parts of Afia, the 
troops neither knowing where nor in what war they were to be 
employed. His fleet confifted of 60 fail, 35 of which belonged 
to the Greeks and were commanded by Pythagoras a Lacedemo¬ 
nian. The chief general of the barbarians was Aricons. Th e 
Greeks were under four generals, the chief of whom was 6k- 
archus , to whom alone Cyrus opened his defign, fearing that the 
others would be difeouraged with the boldneis of the enterprjze. 
Proxenes, between whofe family and Xenophon’s an antient friend- 
jhip fubiifted, prefented that young Athenian to Cyrus , who re¬ 
ceived him favourably, and gave him a commiffion among the 
Greek mercenaries. 

Tijjaphernes, fromthefe great preparations, fufpefting the real 
defign of Cyrus , came with all poflible expedition to court, and 
gave full information of the affair to the king, who without delay 
affembled a numerous army to oppofe his brother. Cyrus , in 
the mean time, arriving at the ftr'aits of Cilicia , found his pah 
fage oppofed by Synnejis king of that country, who would eafily 
have hindered him from advancing, had he not been obliged to 
abandon that important pafs to defend his own territories againft 
the fleet of Cyrus , which had invaded his coafts. When they 
arrived at Tarfus, the Greeks , fufpe£ting they were marching 
againft the king, refufed to proceed any farther, and protefted 
that they did not enter into the fervice on that condition. 
Clear chits, who was wholly in the intereft of Cyrus, not being 
able to quell the tumult by his. authority, propofed a depu¬ 
tation to Cyrus, to know from his own mouth againft whom 
they were to be employed. Cyrus declared that he was going 
to attack Abrocomas, who was encamped on the Euphrates, at 
twelve days march diftance. The Greeks were fenfible that this 
was not nis true defign; but Cyrus treating them with great 
kindnefs and affability, and augmenting their pay to one half 
more than before, they agreed to proceed. Cyrus foon after de¬ 
claring that he marched' againft Artaxerxes, l'ome murmurings 
were at firft only heard, which foon gave way to exprefiions of 
joy and fatisfadtion, occafioned by that prince’s magnificent 
promifes. 

His army at length arriving at the plain of Cunaxa in the pro¬ 
vince of Babylon , Cyrus received intelligence that Ariaxerxes was 
advancing with about 900,000 men ready to engage him. Cyrus, 
without allowing his troops time to refrefh themfelvcs, though 
even after a long march, ordered them immediately to form. 
As the king’s army drew near, the Greeks attacked them with 
fuch fury, that the wing oppofitc to them was, at the very firft 
onfet, put to flight j whereupon Cyrus was proclaimed king by 
thofe around him, with loud fhouts of joy. He, at the lame 
time, perceiving that Artaxerxes was wheeling about to attack 

him in flank, advanced againft him with 600 chofen horfe, kil- 
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led Artagerfes, captain of the king’s guard, with his own hand, 
and put the whole body, confining of 6000 horfe, to flight. 
]n this encounter, difcovering his brother, he cried out, I fee bim y 
and lpurring on his horfe, engaged him with great refolution, 
which in fome degree turned the battle into a fmgle combat, 
each of the two brothers endeavouring to allure himfelf of the 
throne by the death of his rival. Cyrus killed his brother’s 
horfe, and wounded him on the ground. He immediately 
mounting another, Cyrus gave him a fecond wound, and was 
preparing to give him a third, when the king’s guards all dif- 
charged their arrows at the prince, many of which pierced him 
while he was throwing himfelf headlong upon the king, who. 


169 


at the fame inftant, run his javelin thro his body. Artaxerxes , 
after having caufed his head and right hand to be cut off, pur¬ 
ged the enemy to their camp, and there poffefled himfelf of 
great part of their baggage and provifions. 

The Greeks having defeated the king’s left wing, commanded 
by Tijfaph ernes, and the king’s right wing, commanded by him- 
felf, having routed the enemy’s left, both parties knowing only 
what had happened near themfelves, believed they had gained the 
day. Tiffaph ernes, however, arriving at the camp of Cyrus , and 
acquainting the king that his men had been put to flight by the 
Greeks, he immediately rallied his troops, and attacked them ; 
but the Greeks eafily put them to flight, and purfued them to the 
neighbouring hills. As night was approaching, the Greeks 
were much furprized that neither Cyrus himfelf, nor any mef- 
fenger from him, appeared j for they yet knew nothing of his 
death, or the defeat of the reft of the army. Returning, there¬ 
fore, to their camp, there they found that the greateft part of 
their baggage had been plundered, and all their provifions taken 5 
which obliged them to pafs the night in the camp without any 
fort of refrelhment. Next morning, receiving the fad news of 
the death of Cyrus, and the defeat of the other part of the army, 
which had retreated, under the command of Ariccus , to the 
place from whence they had marched the day before the a&ion, 
they fent deputies thither, offering the crown of Per ft a, as con¬ 
querors, to Ariecus. That general rejecting the offer, and ad- 
viftng them to join him, as he intended to fet out early next 
morning on his return to Ionia , they followed his directions, 
and arriving at his camp about midnight, fet out from thence 

for Greece. They had no other way of returning back to The noble 
Greece, but by forcing their retreat through an immenfe traCt retreat of 
of the enemy’s country ; but their valour and refolution maf- the Greeks, 
tered all thefe difficulties, and in fpite of a powerful army, ' r 

which purfued and harraffed them all the way, they made a re¬ 
heat of 2325 miles, thro’ provinces belonging to the enemy, 
and got fafe to the Greek cities on the Euxine fea. This was the 
longeft march, and moft memorable retreat, that ever was made 
thro’ an enemy’s country ; and in the hiftory of Greece we fhall 


make a more particular mentipn of it. 


To 
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To return to Artaxerxes: as he believed that he h 


Paryfalls's 

cruel re- . Cyrus with his own hand, and looked upon that as the moft 
vengefor glorious action of his life, to difpute that honour with him 
the death was wounding him in the moft tender part. He made feveral 
•f her fon. great prefents to a Carian foldier, who fa id that he had given 

the mortal blow to Cyrus ; but the foldier imprudently bonding 
of the honour of the prince’s death, he delivered him to Pay. 
fatls , who made the unhappy wretch fuffer the molt exquifite 
torments Hie could invent for ten days, and then put him to a 
moft cruel death. Mithridates , a Perfian nobleman, alfo boaft- 
ing that Cyrus was killed by him, was boated, which cruel 
punifhment wehave formerly defcribed. Jpdafabates, an eunuch, 
who by the king’s order had cut off the head and hand of Cyrus. 


having fallen into 


Paryfc 


She poi- 
fons the 
queen 
Statira . 


choice of an eunuch from her fon at a game of dice, fhecaufed 
him to be Head alive, and his fkin to be ftretched before his 
eyes. 

Nor did her cruelty and refentment flop here; for having 
conceived an implacable hatred againft queen Statira , who on 
account of her beauty was greatly beloved by Artaxerxes, Ihe 


poifoned her in the following manner. 


at is feigned a re- 


conciliation with her, and invited her one night to fupper. A 
certain bird being ferved up, which was a great rarity among 
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knife 


Perfians, fhe 


The 


fhe immediately cat, which encouraged Statira , tho’ upon her 
guard, to eat the other; whereupon fhe was that inftant feized 
with horrible convulfions, and died in a few hours. Artaxerxes 
was greatly afflicted for the lofs of his beloved wife, and having 
difcovered by putting fome of his mother’s domeftics to the 


Paryfatis 


the author of her death, he banifhed 


her to Babylon, and put Gygis, who was one of her confi¬ 
dents, and had been privy to the murder, to a cruel death. 
Time, however, alleviating his grief, he allowed her to return 
to court, where by an entire lubmiffton to his will, fhe re¬ 
gained his favour, and bore a great fway at court to her 
death *. 


Tijfapl 


Tifaph 


nes op- his old government, and inverted with the fame power.that had 
prefies the been given to Cyrus , he began to harafs the Greek cities that 
Greeks. were within the verge of his authority, and had fided with that 

unfortunate prince. Thefe cities fblliciting the artiftance and 
protection of the Lacedesmonians, they laid hold of this oppor- 
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Xenophon brought back from Perjia , took the field againft Tif- 
rnes. T'himbro being foon recalled and fent into banilh' 


by Deny Hi das. 


* Plutarch, in Arux. 
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and a famous engineer, was attended with far better fuccefs 
than his predecefior. Upon his firft arrival, finding that Tijfa- 
phernes was at variance with his neighbouring governor P'bar- 
whams* he made a truce wich the former, and attacking the 
other, drove him quite out of AEolis, and feveral cities of other 
provinces. Pharnabazus being glad to make a truce with him, 
left him in poffeffion of what he had. taken, and while the Greeks 
were in winter quarters in Bithynia , he^ came to the Pcrfiu 


m 


Tij Taph ernes for not 
lelike wife earneftly 


prefled the king to equip, a powerful fleet, and appoint Canon 
the Athenian, then in exile in Cyprus , admiral, who from his 
averfion to the Lacedemonians, would prevent any fuccours com¬ 
ing from them into Afia. Five hundred talents being accord¬ 
ingly given to Pharnabazus for the equipment of a fleet which 
Oman was to command, he returned to his province, and while Canon the 
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themes to oppofe Dercyllidi 


cm 


man 


- Athe 

w ._j, commands 

They foon after furprized him in a very difadvantageous poft in a Perjian 
which he might have eafily been cut off, but Tijfaphernes , who fleet, 
remembred the valour of the Greeks at the battle of Cunaxa , re- 


veral months. 


Dercyllidas 
that the Perfii 


Agefilaus 


were fitting out a fleet, and luppofing it to be defigned againft p ^ es j mo 
them, fent Agefilaus with a confiderable body of troops into ja a 
Afia , in order to make a diverfion. Soon after his landing with ’rk,. 
his troops at Ephefus , Tijfaphern n ‘ eet ’ ^ 


up arms 



efilt 


Afu 


why he had taken 
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TiJJapk 


quite unprepared for a war, affured him that his mafter would 
grant what he defired, if he would ceafe from hoftilities till the 
return of an exprefs that had been fent to court. Agefilaus 
agreeing to a truce, Tijfaphernes, inftead of obferving his oath, 
ailembled troops from all quarters, and fent to the king for 
more forces, which were no fooner arrived, than he ordered 

Apf " - - - 


refufal. Tho 
alarmpd with 

Perf 


na, denouncing war againft him in cafe of 
acedemonians and their allies were greatly 
efiage, Agefilaus , no way difturbed, bid the 


gations to him, for having made the gods, by his perjury, ene¬ 
mies to Perfia and friends to Greece. He then afiembled his 
forces, and deceiving Tijfapheni.es by making a feint to invade 
Carla, he fell unexpectedly upon Phrygia , where meeting with 
no oppofition, he took many towns, and returned loaded with 


His great 
fuccefs. 


: many 
Ephefu 


The 


took the field, and gave out that his defign was to invade Lydia ; 
but Tijfaphernes fufpe&lng this was only a fecond feint, march¬ 
ed to the defence of Caria. Agefilaus, however, actually invad¬ 
ing Lydia, defeated the Perfian horfe, who were returning to 

the 
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the defence of that province, and were fome days march be. 
fore the foot. By this victory Ageftlaus becoming mafter of the 
whole country, enriched both himfelf and his army with the 
fpoils of the conquered Persians. The king, who had received 
many complaints againft Tiffaphernes , now began to fufpefthis 
Tijfapher ■- fidelity. Canon at the fame time arriving at court, and accufmg 
nes being him of defrauding his failors of their pay, which had difabled 
accufed by him from doing the king any fervice, and Paryfatis , who had 
Canon, is never forgiven him for the fhare he had in the death of her 
recalled. Con Cyrus, aggravating the < charges againft him, the king re- 

folved to cut him off. Aritsus , governor of LariJJa, receiving 
a letter ordering him to affift Tithraufes captain of the king’s 
guards in feizing TiJJaphernes , he fent for him upon pretence 
of confulting with him about the operations of the following 
campaign, and upon his arrival, cauled his head to be ftruck off 
and fent to Perfia . 

Tithraujies , who fucceeded TiJJaphernes, fent great prefents 
to Agefilaus , and told him, that as the caufe of the war was 
now removed, and the firft author of their differences put to 
death, nothing could prevent an accommodation, as the king 
would allow the Greek cities in Afia to enjoy their liberty up. 
on paying him the cuftomary tribute. Agefilaus replied, that 
he could not come to any agreement without orders from Sparta ; 
but upon receiving .30 talents from Tithraujies, he left his pro. 
vince and marched into Phrygia. Upon his march, receiving a 
commiffion from the magistrates of Sparta appointing him foie 
commander of all the troops in Afia , both by fea and land, he 
gave the command of the fleet to his wife’s brother Pifander , 
and having fettled the maritime affairs, advanced into Phry¬ 
gia, where he reduced many cities, and maintained his army in 
great affluence in the territories of Pharnabazus. Spitbridates, a 
noble Perfian who had revolted from the king, inviting him 
into Paphlagonia , he marched thither, and concluding a league 
with Cotys king of that country, returned into Phrygia , took 
the ftrong city of DafcyUium, and wintered there in the palace 
of Pharnabazus, which his Soldiers afterwards plundered, ravag¬ 
ing likewife the lands belonging to Pharnabazus in that neigh¬ 
bourhood. Pharnabazus, the following fpring, having an in¬ 
terview with him, and reproaching him with that proceeding, 
he promifed, as the beft amends he could make, to withdraw 
from his government, and never return while he could carry 
on the war in other provinces. He actually intended to pro- 
The Per- fecute the war in the heart of the Perfian empire ; but while 
Jam raife he was proje&ing this expedition, he was recalled to defend his 
a confede- own country againft feveral ftates of Greece , who had been 
racy in prevailed upon by large fuins of money fent them by Tith - 
G. ee:e ratifies to form a confederacy againft the Spartans. Agefilaus 

the made all the hafte home he could} but complained at his de- 
L. ccdemo - parture, that the Perjians had driven him out of Afia with 
m >s. 30,000 archers, alluding to the Perfian Dorics , which were 

y(- 'Jans ftamped on one fide with the figure of an archer. 

receded. Conan 
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Com! returning from the Perfian court with money fufficient 

pay all arrears, and fupply the fleet with arms and provifions, 
auipped about 90 veflels, and taking Pharnabazus on board, 
failed in queft of the enemy, whom he found near Cnidos , a 
city on the coaft of Afia Minor. The (hips of the Lacedemo- 
lilns tho’ not fo numerous, were larger than thofe of Conon. 
goth’ parties being eager to diftinguiih themfelves, a furious Conon de¬ 
battle enfued, in which Conon gained a complete victory, killed featcs the 
Pi fonder the Lacedemonian admiral with nis own hand, and Lacedemo- 
took 50 of the enemy's (hips. The power of the Lacedemonians , mans at • 
after this battle, quickly declined both in Afia and Greece. Cnidos. 

Conon being now matter of the fea, reduced the cities in the 
idands and on the coafts of Afia that were fubjeel to the Lace¬ 
demonians ; Sofas and Abydos being the only two cities that held 
out ao-ainft him, tho' they were attacked at the fame L time 
by land by Pharnabazus. 

During the winter, Conon having greatly encreafed and 
{lengthened his fleet, the following fpring, took Pharnabazus 
on board, and landing on Melos , an ifland not far from the coaft Invades 
of the Peloponnefe , from thence made a defeent on the coafts their 
of Laconia , and pillaging the maritime towns, loaded his fleet coafts, 
with an immenfe booty. Conon then, with the permiffion of 
Pharnabazus , repaired to Athens with 80 fhips and 50 talents, 
and rebuilt the walls of that city, which for many years had 
groaned under the oppreilion of the Lacedemonians , who now 
finding themfelves unable to maintain a war with the confede¬ 
rate cities when aflifted with the treafures of Perfa , difpatched 
hintalculas , one of their citizens, to Tiribazus governor of Sar¬ 
dis, enjoining him to conclude a peace upon the beft terms he The Lace- 
could with Artaxersecs. The other confiderable cities of Greece demonians 
fent their deputies thither, and Conon was at the head of thofe make 
from Athens. Antalcidas propofed that the king fhould poflefs all great of- 
the Greek cities in Afia ; but that the iflands and other cities in fers to the 
Greece fhould enjoy their liberty, and be governed by their Per fans 
own laws. Thefe propofals were very advantageous to the for a 
king, but being highly difhonourable to the Greeks in general, peace, 
they were unanimoufly rejected by the other ambafladors. 

Tiribazus , favouring the Lacedemonians , fupplied them under¬ 
hand with money, and upon the acculation of Antalcidas , feized 
Conon upon a pretence of having embezzled the king’s money, 
and formed a defign for taking Molts and Ionia from the Perfans. 

Tiribazus having accufed Conon upon his arrival at Sufa , he was 
fent thither and put to death, according to Cornelius Nepos 9 but 
Xenophon , his cotemporary, is filent as to his death. 

Suthras , who in the abfence of Tiribazus was charged to 
guard the coafts of Afia , obferving the havock the Lacedemo¬ 
nians had made, conceived an averfion for them, and aflifted 
the Athenians. This obliged the Lacedemonians to make lome 
attempts to invade Afia , which proved unfuccefsful. Tiriba¬ 
zus foon after returned from Sufa with the terms of peace pre¬ 
ferred by the king, which were, that all the Greek cities in 
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The peace Afia^ with the iflands of Cyprus and Clazomene , fhould be fubject to 
of Antal - the king of Perfia ; that the iflands of Scyros^ Lemnos , and hnbrv, 
(Idas. fhould be reftored to the Athenians ; and all the cities of Greece 

whether fmall or great, fhould be declared free. This is called 
the peace of Antalcidas j for. he was the firft that propofed it 
giving up to the Perjians, with the utmoft injuftice and bafe- 
nefs, all the Greeks fettled in Ajia , for whofe liberty the ftates 
of Greece had fo long contended. The Greek ftates were forced 
tho’ greatly againft their inclination, to accede to the treaty. > 
Pmagoms Artaxerxes being now riifengaged from the Greeks , turned 
king of his whole power againft Evagoras king of Cyprus , whom he had 
Cyprus at- long before defigned to drive out of that ifland, The ancef- 
tacked by tors of Evagoras had reigned in Salamine for many ages, but 
the Per- were at laft driven out by the Perjians , who reduced the ifland 
Jicnts. to a Perfian province. Evagoras , who -was a man of extraor¬ 
dinary parts, not brooking to live in lubjeCtion to a foreign 
yoke, expelled Ahdymon , a Citian , governor for the king of Per- 
fta , and took pofleffion of his paternal kingdom. Artaxerxes 
not fuceeeding in his attempts to expel Evagoras , was recon¬ 
ciled to him by means of Ctcfias the Cnidian , the hiftorian and 
his chief phyiician. Evagoras afterwards reducing the whole 
ifland, except the Arthufians , Solians , and Citians , Artaxerxes , 
■ who was folicited by them to fend them relief, now deter¬ 
mined to bend all his force againft Evagoras , and to drive 
him quite out of the ifland. T he Athenians , notwithftanding 
the treaty of Antalcidas , fent ten fhips of war with all poflible 
expedition to aflift their old ally Evagoras; but near the ifland 
of Rhodes , they were furrounded by the Lacedemonian fleet and 
all taken. The Athenians neverthelefs fent Chabrias with ano¬ 


ther fleet, and a considerable number of land forces on board, 
who arriving fafe, in a fhort time obliged the whole ifland to 
fubmit to Evagoras. The Athenians being forced by a new 
treaty concluded between Artaxerxes and the cities of Greece 
His fleet to recall Chabrias , the Perjians invaded Cyprus with an army of 
defeated. 300,000 men, and a fleet of 300 fhips, under the command of 

Tiribazus. Evagoras now received fupplies of men and money 
from the Egyptians , Lybians, Arabians , Tyrians , and other na¬ 
tions at enmity with the Perjiana, and having amafTed immenfe 
treafures, hired a great number of mercenaries of various na¬ 
tions. His fleet intercepting the enemy’s provifions from the 
continent, their army was reduced to fuch ftraits, that they 
began to mutiny, ana killed feveral of their officers : but the 
whole Perjian fleet putting to fea, fupplies were again brought 
to the army. The fleet of Evagoras being reinforced with 50 
fhips from Egypt , and amounting in the whole to zoo fail, he 
. ventured to rifk an engagement with the enemy, in which he 
lie is be- was entirely defeated. Being foon after clofely befieged in Sa- 
fleged m famine by fea and land, he was obliged to offer to capitulate. 

a.amne, Licitazus propofed that he fhould abandon all the cities of Cy- 
and offers p rm exce p t Salamine , which he fhould hold of the king as a 


and offers 

to capitu¬ 
late. 

B.C. 383, 


iervant of his lord, and pay an annual tribute. Evagoras re¬ 


jecting 
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lug this laft article, and infilling to hold Sdiamine as a king 
uJer a king, which Tiribazus would not confent to, hoftilities 
were again renewed. Mean while Orontes> who was the fecond 
;ommand, being jealous of the honour of Tiribazus , accufed 
him incefiantly at court of forming defigns againft the king’s 
tereft, and his accufations being believed, orders came to him 
' J 'Tiribazus a prifoner to court, and to take ^ 1 ' ^ 
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jn 
to 
com 


chief 


mand of the army ; which orders were without delay put 


mutiny 


in execution _ <-> . . /-/ — - 

his command, made halte to conclude a treaty with Evagoras 
upon the terms which Tiribazus had refuted, namely, that he 
Ihould hold & ala mine as king of that city, paying only a fmall 

tribute to the king of Perfta. It appears that Evagoras lived 
n or 13 years after the conclufion of this treaty, his old age 
being attended with a happinefs and tranquillity never inter¬ 
rupted with licknefs or difeafe, the ufual effedts of a fober and 
temperate life. For his elogy and character, we refer our rea- 


Obtains 

good 

terms 

from 
0 routes. 


llocr, 


Tiribazus 


Perfn 


involve him in the fame profecution with his father-in-law, 
concluded an alliance with Accoris king of Egypt , and openly 
revolted, being joined by a great part both of the fleet and 
army. The Lacedemonians , who were now diffatisfied with the 
ace of Antalcidas , likewife entered into the league. Gaus, 
oivever, being treacheroufly flain by one of his own officers, 
and Tachis , who took upon him to carry on the fame defign’ 
dying foon alter, the vaft preparations came to nothing, and 
the Lacedemonians never afterwards meddled with the affairs of 




g finifhed the Cyp 
Cadufians , a people 


Cafp 

had revoked from him. The kin? mar 


Ariax- 

erxes ’s it! 
fuccefs 

againft the 


them, at the head of 300,000 foot and 20,000 horfe; but the Cad/fa 
country being fo barren as to produce no corn, the king’s army, 
for want of provifions, were foon reduced to feed upon their 
beafts of burden, and thefe became fo fcarce, that an afs’s head 
was fold for 60 drachmas. 1 Tiribazus , who was ftill in dif- 
pce, and attended the court in this expedition as a prifoner, 

by a ftratagem faved the king and the army in this fad pofture . 

oi aftairs. Having been careful to get intelligence of all that faves him 

_-1 1 r i.i w ^ _ _ 


7*! ribazui 


demanding betwixt the two kings of the Cadufians , „„ 

account kept feparate camps, and refufed to aft in concert, 
advifed the king to take that opportunity of treating with tucm, 
and his advice being approved of he went himfelf to one of the 
, ln 2 s > and fent his fon to the other. ^ 


He 

them. 


and his 

army 


Each of them informed 

had fent amhafla. 



* Ifocrat. in Evagor. Diod. lie. 


dors 
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dors to treat feparately with Artaxerxes, and advifed him to lofc 
no time but to make his peace as foon as pofiible, that the 
conditions might be the more advantageous. Their negotia- 
tions had the defired effect, and both princes were brought fe¬ 
parately to fubmit to the king, which faved both him and his 


army from impending deftrudtion. 


iribazus , by this eminent fervice, inclined the king to have 
his caufe thoroughly examined, and to grant him a fair hear¬ 
ing. For this purpofe, on his return to Sufa , he appointed 
three commiflioners of eminent rank and diftinguifhed probity, 
who after impartially difeufling the whole affair, declared him 
innocent. He was thereupon reftored to his former honours, 
and Orontes , his accufer, with difgrace banifhed the court. 
Jrtax - Artaxerxes next intending an expedition into Egypt, to re- 

erxei re- duce the Egyptians , Accoris their king made great preparations 
news the to oppofe him, and joined a great many Greeks and other mer- 
war with cenaries, under the command of Chabrias , to his own fubjects, 
Egypt. Pbarnabazus , who was charged with the management of the 

war, threatned the Athenians with his mafter’s refentment if 
they did not immediately recall Chabrias , and at the fame time 
demanded Iphicrates , another Athenian , and the belt general of 
his time, to command the Greek auxiliaries in the Per/tan fer¬ 
vice. 'The Athenians, having then a great depend ance on the 
friendfhip of the Perftans, complied with both his requdls. 
Iphicrates accordingly proceeding to Afta, fo exercifed the forces 
he was to command in all the arts of war, that they became 
very famous among the Greeks under the name of Iphicratefm 
foldiers. While the Perftans were making their preparations, 
in which they confumed two whole years, Artaxerxes , that he 
might draw more auxiliaries out of Greece, fent ambafladors 
thither, ordering all the ftates and cities to live at peace with 
each other, on the terms of the treaty of Ant aid das ; which they 
all complied with except the Thebans, who were then afpiring 
to the empire of all Greece. The Perfan army at length began 
its march from Ace , or Ptolemais, for Egypt , confuting of 
200,000 Perftans commanded by Pbarnabazus , and zo,oco Greet 
under Iphicrates. Their fleet, which coaftcd along the fliore, 
confifted of 300 gallies, .befides an incredible number of vefleis 
which followed with provifions. The Perftans finding it im¬ 
practicable to approach Pelufium , their fleet failed up the Men- 
His un- deftan mouth of the Nile, and landing their forces without much 
fuccefsful oppofition, carried the fortrefs that guarded it, and put the 
expedition garrifon to the fword. 
againft 
Egypt. 

Bcf. Chr. 

3 75 - 


rd. Iphicrates immediately propoicu to rc- 
imbark the troops and attack Memphis , the capital of EgflU 
before the Egyptians fhould recover from their confternatipn. 
But his advice not being hearkened to, the Egyptians , before 
the approach of the main army of the Perftans, had put them- 
felves in fuch a condition, as rendered all further attempts of 
the enemy fruitlefs, as we have formerly related. The gene¬ 
rals threw the blame of the bad fuccefs of the expedition upon 
each other j but Iphicrates judging that Pbarnabazus would nr.'l 

^ /■ k 1 " 
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more credit at the Perftan court than he, privately hired a {hip 
and retired to Athens. Artaxerxes , twelve years after, made 
new preparations for invading Egypt ; but his efforts to reduce 
that country again proved unfuccefsful *. 

Towards the latter end of the reign of Artaxerxes , his Tons Darius 
raifed great difturbances in his court by their intrigues and con- w bois de- 
tefts for the fucceffion to the crown. He had 115 fons by his dared heir 
concubines-, and three by his queen ; namely, Darius , Ariafpes , to the 
and Ochus. Artaxerxes, _ to put a flop to the contentions, de- throne 
dared Darius his fucceffor, and even allowed him to wear the C onfnires 
royal tiara, and affume the title of king. This, however, not acrair.ft his 
contenting the young prince’s ambition, who was alfo difguftedf^her. 
with his father for refuftng him one of his concubines, he form¬ 
ed a confpiracy with fifty of his brothers againft his father’s 
life. The prince was chiefly excited to this unnatural refolu- 
tion by Tiribazus , offended likewife with the king, who had 
promifed to give him firft one of his daughters in marriage, and 
then another, and had neverthelefs married them both himfelf. 

The plot being difcovered to the king by an eunuch, the con- J s put te 
fpirators were feized as they were entering the palace, and all death. 


put to death. 

Upon the death oi 
w r ere again renewed. 

Art 


Darius. 

Ariafp 


fons of the queen, 


J twofirlf claiming the crown in right of their birth, and the latter 
only by the favour of the king, who tenderly loved him. Ochus , 
prompted by his reftlefs ambition, found means to rid himfelf 
of his two rivals. He fuborned fome eunuchs of the palace, 
who in the king’s name threatned Ariafpes fo feverely, that he 
being a Ample and credulous prince, expedled to be treated as 
Darius had been, and to avoid a more cruel death, poifoned 
himfelf. Arfames he caufed to be affaffinated by Harpates the 
fon of Tiribazus. This lofs, added to the former, and the A>-tax- 
wickednefs which attended both, fo overwhelmed the king, erxes Mnc~ 
who was then 94 years old, that he broke his heart and died m r an dies 
the 46th year of his reign. He was a mild and generous prince, Bef. Ch." 
and was on that account greatly efteemed, and his authority 
was refpedted throughout all the empire. 

Ochus being fenfible that by the murder of his two brothers he Ochus fuc- 
hiid alienated the affections both of the nobility and people from cc~ds, and 
himfelf, prevailed with the eunuchs and others that were about tak’s the 
the king’s perfon, to conceal his death ; and taking upon him- n me of 
• ( ‘lf the adminiftration, iffued his decrees in the name of Ar~ A tax~ 
taxerxes , as if he had been dill alive. By one of thefe decrees, e .•> es , 
j lc caufed himfelf, as by his father’s order, to be proclaimed 
king throughout the whole empire. Governing in this manner 
near ten months, and believing his authority fully eltabliihed. 


359 


* See the Hill, of Egypt. Piod. 1 . xv. Xenoph. Plut. & Cornel. 
jVd. in Agefil, 
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he at length declared the death of his father, and openly af- 


cended the throne, taking the name of Artcixerxes ; but by his¬ 
torians he is mofr frequently called Ockus. 



p rov 

revolt liiiii LiKr revenues or uio crown vvci*:: on a muuui uivenra into 
from him. different channels, and the remainder would not have been luf- 

ficient to have carried on the war again if fo many rcvolters, 
Their dif- they acted in concert. They did not, however, long keep 
union ren- ^ rm to each other, and thofe who had been the fir ft and molt 



The 


pire to the very brink ot rum, came to nothing ; and Ochs, 
without ftriking a blow, was fettled on the throne. Diodom 
Siculus places this revolt in the la ft year o i Ai taxerxes, but it is 
much more probable that it happened immediately after his 
death was oubiifhed. Ochus was the molt cruel and wicked of 


bloody all the princes of his race; for lie Had not been long upon 

■ « « « « • « 4 • i t « i i a * . 


reign or 
Ochus . 


the throne when he rilled the palace and the whole empire with 
blood and {laughter. That the revolted provinces might have 
none of the blood royal to let up againft him, he put all the 
defeendants of the l oyal family to death, without any regard 
to fex, age, or proximity of blood. He cauled Ocha, his own 
filter, whofe daughter he had married, to be buried alive : and 
having Ihut up one of his uncles, with ioo of his fons and 
grandfons, in a court of the palace, he ordered his archers to 

ed with the fame bar¬ 
barity all thofe - u: ~ .— 1 - r - 


Cl * 1 / 

difoatch them with their arrows. He tre 


av 


who gave him any umbrage, lparing none 
of the nobility who betrayed the leaft mark of dilcontentor 
difaitebtion to his perfon. 

By thefe cruelties he became extremely hateful to his fub- 
Artalazus jedfs. Artabazus , governor of one of the A jut tic provinces, re¬ 
revolts. vclted, and prevailing with Chares an Athenian admiral who 

commanded in thofe parts, to join him with his Athenians, he 
defeated an army cf 70,000 men fent againft him by the king. 
The Athenians were then engaged in a war with the Chians, 
Rhodians, Coens, and Byzantines , and Ochus threatning to join 
their enemies, they recalled Chares , who got a large fum of 
money from Artabazus as a reward for his fervices. Artabazus 
next had recourfe to this Thebans, who tho’ engaged in a war 
with the Phocccns, fent him Sooo men ; by which reinforcement 
he was enabled again to take the field, and gained two other 
victories over the king’s troops, which greatly redounded to the 
honour of the Thebans. They, however, making their peace 
with the king, and receiving from him 300 talents, returned 
Is forced home 3 and Artahazus being foon after defeated, was forced to 


to aban- take refuge with Philip of Macedcn. 
don Afui . This revolt was no fooner quelled, 

Phoenicians , who were oppreffed by l 


than the Sidonians and 

their Perfuin governor*) 

took 
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took up arms, and receiving 4000 Greek mercenaries from Nec- The Pbce- 

tambus king of Egypt , with whom they entered into a confe- ??icians 9 

deracy, they drove the Perfians quite out of their territories. &c. revolt. 

The Cypriots foon after joining in this alliance, Ochus ordered 

Jclricns king of Carta to invade Cyprus , and put all to fire and 

fword. Cyprus at this time had nine chief cities, each of which 

had its king, and all of them joined in this confederacy, in 

hopes of making ihemfelves independant each in his own city.- 

Idricns , in compliance with the king’s command, fent Pbocion , 

an Athenian , and Evagoras, grandfon of king Evagoras , who had 

been expelled by his uncle, with 8c 00 Greek mercenaries, who 

made a defeent on the ifland, and being reinforced with other 

bodies from Syria and Cilicia , befieged Salamine by fea and 

land. 

Ochus, not fatisfied with the progrefs of his generals againft Ochus 
the Egyptians and Phoenicians , marched foon after at the head marches 
of a powerful army into Phnsnice , and taking S'ulon , and utterly into tbce- 
deflroying that famous city, as we have elfewhere related, nice and 
{truck fuch a terror into the other Phoenician cities, that they deltroys 
immediately flxove to make their peace with the king, who be- Sidon. 
ing bent upon his Egyptian expedition, was not unwilling to 
compound with them. The Jews feem to have been concerned 
in this revolt of Phcenice ; for Ochus marched from Si don into 
Judaa , and took Jericho , carrying along with him into Egypt a 
great many captive Jevjs, and lending others into Elyrcania on 
th cCaJ'pian fea*. That he might have no diverfion to hinder 
him from invading Egytt, Ochus alio compounded with the Cy- He o-rants 
prion kings, and redrefiing all their grievances, confirmed them a peace to 
in their refpedlive governments. His army being reinforced the C-~ 
with 10,00?' Greek mercenaries, he at laid let out for Egypt , and priots, 
when he arrived on the frontiers, he invaded the kingdom by 
three detached bodies, each commanded by a Pcrfian and a 
Greek general. He encamped with the main body of the army 
near Pclujium , while one of the detachments invefted the place. 

Another of the detachments gaining a victory over the Egyp- Bef. Ch. 
dans, Pclufium furrendered, and the whole kingdom fubmitted, 390. 
as we have formerly related. Ochus amply rewarded all his Marches 
Greek mercenaries, and fent them back to their refpeddive coun- into Egypt, 
tries; but as his fuccefs was chiefly owing to Mentor the Rho- whichfub- 
dian , he rewarded him with 100 talents and other prefents to a mits. 
great value, and appointing him governor of all the coafts of 
Afia , committed to his management the war which he was {till 
carrying on againft fome provinces that had revolted in the be¬ 
ginning of his reign. Thefe, partly by force and partly by 
ftratagem. Mentor reduced, and reftored the king’s authority in 
all the parts of that vaft empire. 
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The revolted provinces being all reduced, Ochus gave himfefF 
up to eafe, luxury, and pleafure, leaving the chief adminiltfa- 
tion of public affairs to Bagoas his favourite eunuch, and Men¬ 
tor the Rhodian, the former of whom governed all the provin¬ 
ces of upper Afia, and the latter thofe of the lower. Bagoas , 
who was an Egyptian by birth, had conceived an implacable 
hatred to the king, becaufe he had not only plundered the 
Egyptian temples, but earned away the facred records, and in 
contempt of their religion, flain the facred bull or god At is 


The 


Egypt 


thought could be no otherwife attoned for than by putting the 
facrilegious king to death, which he effected by the help of the 
king’s phyfician, who in his ficknefs gave him a ftror.g poifon 
inftead of phyfic, in the 2 iff: year of his reign. Nor did his 
revenge ftep here; for he caufed another body to be buried in¬ 
ftead of the king’s, which he cut in finall pieces, and gave it 
* e ‘ o’ mangled to the cats, becaufe the king had caufed his atten¬ 
dants to eat the fkfh of their god Apis ; and of the king’s bones 


Ochus poi- 
foned bv 
Bags a- his 
favourite 
eunuch. 


J38. 


he made handles for fwords. The 


Arfe 


— — — - ^ 

youngeft fon of 


Ochus , on the throne, allowing him only the bare name of 
king ; and the better to fecure his ufurped authority, he put all 
the reft of the king’s fons to death. Soon after finding that 


Arjt 


taking mea- 


fures to punifh him, he anticipated him, and put him and his 
whole family to death, in the iecond year of his reign. 
DarhrCo- Bagoas not daring yet to ufurp the throne himfelf, placed on 

dan annus 

being; 

o 

olar-d on 


Darius , the third of that name in Pcrji, 
ceflion was called Godomaunus. His father 
fon of Darius Nothus , and 


Ark 


S ifigi 


the throne, In the reign of Ochus he made but a very poor figure, being 

only an ajtanda , that is, one employed to carry the royal dif- 
patches to the governors of the provinces. In the war which 


puts f a- 
rcas to 


death. Ochus made upon th 
he* ' h. and flain a Cadvknn c 


dull 


33 6 - 


o a 

Pcrh 


army had declined his challenge, was rewarded with the go¬ 
vernment of Armenia , and from thence called to th° throne 


bv Bnvoas. 


Th 


governed by him, r folved to dilpatch him by a poifonous po¬ 
tion ; but Darius being acquainted with his defign, caufed him 
to drink the potion himfelf, of which he died. Authors repre- 
fent Darius as a prince cf a mild and generous difpofition, of 
great pcrfonal valour, and for his ftature and ftiape, far prcfc-r- 


r/i, 


However, with all 


his good qualities and pcrfonal courage, he was not able to 
with hand his fortunate rival Alexander the Great, who having 
fettled the affairs of Macedonia, puffed over the hl> Heft out i> lto 
AJin, in f 'hc fcccnd year cf Darius's reign, with the intention 

iking a ccnqueft of the Perf.an empire. A war again k 
erf urns iud been refolved on feme time before in a general 

aiiembly 


the 
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inva !es 

Afa. 


L'hr. 
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aflembly of the Amphidtyons, and Philip of Macedon had been 

appointed commander in chief of the forces defHned for this ex¬ 
pedition. Philip being in the mean time murdered, his fon 
Alexander was appointed genera!iffimo in another general af- 
femblyat Corinth. His army, according to the higheft account, Alexander 
amounted to no more than 30,000 foot and 5000 horfe; but they t j ie Q ieat 
•were all chofen men, well difciplined, and inured to the toils of 
war, all of them having been employed in feveral expeditions. 

Having entered Ajia with this army, he purfued his march to 
the river Granicus in Phrygia , where he found the Perjian go¬ 
vernors of the neighbouring provinces encamped with 100,000 
foot and 10,000 horfe, according to Diodorus , with a defign to 
difpute his palfage. Meinnon the Rhodian advifed the genera’s 
not to venture a battle, but to lay wafte the whole country, and 
even deftroy the cities, that the enemy might be obliged for 
want of provifions to return back into Europe. But Arjites go¬ 
vernor of Phrygia , oppofed the opinion of Memnon , protelling 
he would never fuffer the Greeks to make fuch havock in the 
countries he governed. This ralh and impolitic counfel pre¬ 
vailed, and Memnon was even fufpedled of a defign to protract 
the war, thereby to continue the command to himfelf. The 
Perfian cavalry lined the banks of the Granicus , and formed a 
large front, and the foot, confifting chiefly of Greek mercenaries, 
was polled behind the cavalry on an eafy afeent. The AAace- 
donians were drawn up on the oppofite bank of the river, which 
was firll entered by a llrong detachment of horfe, followed by 
Alexander at the head of the right wing. The Pcrfians imme- -phe p eym 
diately let fly upon them fuch mowers of arrows, as put them r ian ^ who 
into great confulion, and killed many of their horfes. Whcn*^, *p 
they drew near to the bank, a moll bloody engagement enfued, p ^ a e Q f 
and the firll ranks of the Macedonians were entirely cut off by g a- 
Meninon and his fons, and thofe under their command. After 
a bloody difpute, the Macedonians , however, gained the land, 
and at length totally routed and difperfed the enemy. In the 
engagement the Pcrjians loll 20,000 foot, and 2500 horfe. Their 
Greek mercenaries were almoll all cut to pieces, and 2000, who 
remained, being taken prifoners, were fent to work as Haves 
in Macedonia. Of the Macedonians , 25 men of the king’s own 
troops fell in the firll attack, whofe llatues, made by Lyjippus> 

Alexander caufed to be fet up in Dia, a city of Macedon , whence 
they were many years after carried to Rome by Metellus. 

About 60 others of the horfe were killed, and 30 of the foot, 
who were all buried the next day in one grave with great fo- 
lemnity, the king exempung their parents and children from 
all taxes and burdens*. Alexander himfelf, in the beginnin_ 
of the a&ion, was wounded in the fide, and afterwards in the 
head ; and when he attacked the Greek mercenaries, his horfe 
was killed under him. 
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Sardh and The vidiory of the Macedonians was attended wi th all the happy 

confequences that could be expedted; for Sardis , which was 
the kev of the Pcrfian empire, immediately furrendered, and 

From Sardis he ad- 

Here 


Ephefus 
furrende; 

to Alex- was by Alexander "declared a free city. 


under. 


_ Epbefi , 

he offered, with the utmoft folemnity, a great number of fa- 


crifices 


Diana 


Perth 


Epbefus , where the deputies of Trallis and Magnefi 


--- 

Marching from 


tus, 

men 


Memnon 


Mile- 


le battle of the Granicus. Mem- 
, and repulfed the Macedonians with 
great bravery who attempted for feveral days together to take 
the city by fealaue. Alexander feeing his troops every where 
repulfed, began to batter the walls with all his engines night 


Miletus and day v/ithout intermiffon 


Fhe town 


being 


at laft quite 


believed difmantled,and the befieged tired out with the hard fervice, Mm- 
and taken, non at length furrendered the city upon honourable terms, the 


Mi led 


Men 


Perfii 


Hali 


From 



Memnon 

g; jiuOtly 
defends 


which city, both by nature and art, was one of the beft 
fied in all Afia. Memnon having thrown himfelf into it with a 
confiderable body of c'nofen men, refolved to fignalize his cou¬ 
rage and attachment to the intereft of Darius , with whom he 


haiicar- had left his wife and children as pledges of it. Whatever could 


naffu 


be expected from the meft intrepid bravery and moft confum- 
mate knowlege in the art of war, was pradlifed on this occa- 
fion both by the befiegers and befieged. After the fiege had 


continued a long time, during which the utmoft efforts of the 
Macedonians had been baffled, their perfeverance at length pre¬ 
vailed, and Memnon was obliged to abandon the city. He 
placed a ftrong garrifon in the citadel, and conveying the inha¬ 
bitants, with all their effedfs, to the ifland of Cos , not far diftant 
from Haiicarna(jus, he went on board the Pcrfian fleet, of which 
The cl tv he was admiral. Alexander having rafed the city to the ground, 
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at length 
taken and 

by 


Af 

ever he came, that he had undertaken the war with no other 


Perfii 


In the fecond 
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grave the government of the m to feme of his friends. 

'US', in the mean time, was 


& 


Dar 


preparing 
Manner., lie 


for 


a vigorous 
refolved to carry the 


folves to defence. By the advice of . 

carry the v/ar into Mace don, and a wifcr refolution could not have been 
^ ° taken; for the Lacedemonians, and feveral other Greek ftates that 


war into 
Greece. 


Mace , 

would have readily joined their cnemie 


3 * 


Men 


grown power, .... 

tor being appointed commander in chief of all the forces to be 

employed 
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employed in this expedition, affembled the fcattered remains of 
the army, and failing from Cos, reduced the iflands of Chios and Memvon 
lejbos, the city of Maylene excepted. While he was befieging fails thi- 
this city, and was preparing to pafs into Euboea, he died, very ther, 
unfortunately for the Pcrfian emperor, v/ho not having one ge- where he 
neral capable of carrying on that enterprize, was obliged todies, 
drop it, and depend intirely upon his eaftern armies. Deter- Darius 
mining now to command in perfon, he appointed Babylon for mufters 
the rendezvous of his army, which, when muftered, was his army 
found to amount to four, five, or fix hundred thoufand men ; at Babylon. 
for hiftorians differ very much on ’ this head. Alexander , who 
was now advanced into Cappadocia , hearing of Mcnmorf s death, 
judged that he had no longer any reafon to apprehend a war in 
Greece, and accordingly marched with all poffible expedition 
into Cilicia , with the delign of penetrating into the provinces of 
Upper Ajia. Upon arriving at a place called Cyrus's camp, about 
fifty ffades diftant from the {freights of Cilicia towards Cappa¬ 
docia, he was informed that the important pafs was guarded by 
the enemy. He marched in perfon, at the firft watch, with a 
part of his army, to fur prize the Perfians ; but they, upon the 
news of his approach, having abandoned the pafs, he entered 
without opposition ; and after viewing with attention the na¬ 
ture of the place, he admired his good fortune, as a few men, 
with ftones only, might have flopped the march of an army, 
the road being lb narrow, that four men could hardly walk 
a-breaft, arid broken, in feveral places, by the fall of torrents 
from the mountains. From the {traits of Cilicia the whole army 
marched to the city Tarfus, which they very fortunately faved 
from the flames, the Perfians, a little before, having abandoned 
the place, and fet fire to it, that the Macedonians might not be 
enriched with the plunder. Darius, in the mean time, had 
advanced with his numerous army as far as the vaft plains of 
Mesopotamia. The Greek mercenaries earneftly preffed him to 
wait for the enemy in this open country, where there was an 
opportunity for all his numerous forces to sdt: but he blindly 
haftened on to the mountainous parts of Cilicia, where in 

an engagement his' vaft army muft neceflarily be encum¬ 
bered . 

He marched in the following order. Before the army was The order 
carried, on filver altars, the facred and eternal fire, as they of his 
called it, attended by the mages Tinging hymns, after the man- march, 
ner of their country, and 365 youths in fcarlet robes. After 
thefe came a chariot confecrated to Jupiter, drawn by white 
horfes, and followed by one of an extraordinary fize. All the 
egueries were cloathed in white, each having a golden rod in 
his hand. Next appeared ten.fumptuous chariots enriched with 
curious fculptures in gold and filver; and then the vanguard of 
the horfe, compofed of twelve different nations, each nation 
armed in a different manner. This body of horfe was followed 
hy the immortal band of 10,000 Perfians, remarkable for the 
fumptuoufnefs of their apparel; for they all wore collars of 

N 4 pure 
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pure gold, and were cloathed in robes of gold tiflue, having 
large iieeves garnifhed with precious {tones. About thirty paces 
diftance followed 15,000 men, honoured with the title of the 
king’s relations or coufins, apparelled like women, and fur- 
palling even the immortal body in the pomp and richnefs of 
their attire. After thcfe came Darius himfelf, attended by his 
guards, and feated on a^chariot as on a throne. The chariot 
was fupported on both tales by the gods of his < nation, call in 
pure gold. From the middle of the beam, which was fetwith 
jewels, rofe two ftatues of pure gold a cubit in height, the one 
reprefenting war, and the other peace, and both lhadedwilh 
the wings of a fpread eagle of the fame metal. The king was 
douched in a veil of purple ffcriped with filver, over which he 
wore a long robe enriched with a great many precious Hones; 
and the lcabbard of his feymitar, as our author tells us, was 
made out of a fxngle precious ftone. On each fide of the king 
walked 200 of his nearefl relations, followed by 10,000 horl'e- 
men, whole lances were plated with filver and tipt with gold. 
After thefe marched 30,000 foot, the rear of the army; and 
Jaftly -j-oo led-horfes belonging to the king. At the diftance of 
about ioc paces followed the king’s mother and his queen, both 
leafed on high chariots, with a numerous train of female at¬ 
tendants on horfeback, and fifteen chariots, in which were the 
kmg’s children and thofe who were charged with the care of 
their education. Next came the royal concubines, to the num¬ 
ber of 360 ; and they were followed by 600 mules and 300 ca¬ 
mels, which carried the king’s treafure, and were guarded by a 
body of bowmen. This pageant march was doled by a great 
many chariots, carrying the wives of the crown officers and 
lords of the court, and guarded by a body of light-armed 
troops (a). 

Alexander being informed that Darius was advancing, with 
the defign to enter Cilicia , fent Parmenio to feize the pals lead¬ 
ing from thence into Syria. He hiinfelf marched to Soli, which 
city he reduced by force; and afterwards proceeding to Cajla- 
pala, a fmall city not far from mount Amanus , news was brought 
him that Darius was advanced within two days march of Cilicia. 
By the advice of his general officers, Alexander marched next 
day towards the mountains of Cilicia , and a few days after en¬ 
camped in a plain which was but juft wide enough for two fmall 
armies to act in. The Greek commanders in the fervice of Darius 
again propofed to him to wait for the enemy in the plains where 
he was then encamped, or return to the plains of Adefopotamia, 
If he did not approve of this council, they then advifed him to 
divide his army into feveral bodies, and not to put.all to the 
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(a) We may obferve that fome no fuch god as Jupiter, and their 
cir; umltances of this account of rdigion ihifily prohibited the 
air: tan and < w tilts mull be in re- vo;ihip of images, 
ly imaginary, as the Pcrfiam had 


chance 
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chance of one battle. The courtiers here again traduced thofe Contrary 

who had fuggefted this wholefome advice, which was rejected to the ad- 
i D^-ius, who, however, thanked the Greeks for their zeal vice of the 
and good-will, and even condefcended to lay before them the Greeks , he 
motives that induced him not to follow their counfel. He ac- refolves to 
cordingly continued to advance; and entering Cilicia by the oppofe 
(freights of Atnanus, which were feveral miles north from the Alexander 
pal's that Parmenio had feized, he marched weftward as far as in a nar- 
Jjj'us not knowing that he was leaving Alexander behind him j row plain, 
for his courtiers had made him believe that the Macedonians were 
jj.,jper before him. He barbaroufly put to death all the lick and 
wounded Macedonians that had been left in the city of IJJus by 
parmenio, fparing only a few, whom he diUnified after making 
them view his camp, that they might carry a report of the im- 
nicnfe numbers of his forces. Alexander being informed by 
them of the approach of Darius , which he had moft earneftly 
ifrlfrvd, fieri ficed to the gods of the place, and advanced to 
meet him. He drew up his army on a narrow plain near the 
c jtv of IJas, bounded on one fide by the mountains, and by the 
It, foil the other. Darius , by the confined fituation, not being 
able fuiliciently to extend his front, could difpofe of his great 
army no otherwife than by drawing them up in many lines one 
behind the other. When the engagement began, the firft line, of 
the Pcrfums was quickly broke by the Macedonians , and that 
recoiling upon the iecond, and the fecond again upon the third, 
and lb <?n, the whole Perjian army was put in diforder and the 
Macedonians prefiing forwards, the confufion was increafed to 
fuch a degree, that even the braveft among the Perftans , who 
were defirous of fignalizing themfelves, could neither ftand their 
ground, nor manage their arms. Darius , who fought in the He is to- 
iirlt line, with much difficulty got out of the croud to the neigh- tally jg. 
bouring mountains, from whence he fled on horfeback, leaving feared at 
behind him his bow, his fhield, and royal mantle. Alexander jjj' us% 
was prevented from purfuing him by the obflinate bravery of 
the Greek mercenaries, who charged the Macedonian phalanx, 
aid killed above izo officers of diftin&ion, befides a great many 
private men. Alexander in perfon attacking them in flank, they 
were at length routed; and 8000 of them, who efcaped, em¬ 
barked at Tripoli in Syria , and failed to Cyprus , burning the 
tiani'ports they did not ufe, to prevent their being purfued. The His camp 
Per jams being intirely difperfed, the Macedonians feized their feized by 
camp, which they plundeied. Si/igamkis the mother of Darius , t] ie ][j ce . 
aid his wife, who was alfo his After, with his fon Ochus , not doniam. 
full fix years old, his two daughters, both marriageable, and 
lome Perjian ladies, were found in the camp, and taken pri- 
loners. The reft had been lent to Damafcus, with part of Da- 
nVs treafurc, and all the rich furniture which the Perfian mo- 
narchs uled to carry with them into the field ; fo that in the 
camp were found only 3000 talents of filver. In the engage¬ 
ment the Perfums, according to Arrian, the moft credible hifto- 
ft'm, loft 10.000 horfe and 90,0.0 foot. Other writers agree 
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with him as to the number of the horfe ; but differ greatly both 
from him and fi om each other as to the number of the foot 
Forty thoufand Perftans were faid to be taken prifoners ; whereas 
Alexander , according to the higheft computation, loft in all but 
300 foot and 150 horfe, which feems improbable, confided™ 
the lofs of officers in the Macedonian phalanx. 

Alexander next day buried his dead with great pomp. He 
treated the captive queens and princeftes with the greatefthu- 
maniry and refpeCt, none daring to approach their pavilion but 
thole who were appointed to attend them ; fo that they lived 
fays Plutarch , not as in an enemy’s camp, but as in a holy temple 
defigned for the afylum of virtue. 

Par memo being now detached with the Thcffalian horfe to 


ander m 


to A'* Damafcus , as he was on his march met a meflenger, fent by 
,4 " v " the governor of the city to Alexander , offering to betray the 

city into his hands. When Parmmio approached, the traitor 
accordingly caufed a vaft number of beafts of burden to be 
loaded with the king’s treafurc and rich furniture, and fent 
them cut of the city, with the defign of withdrawing from the 
victorious enemy, as the city, he pretended, was not tenable, 
All this wealth, however, a few hours after, fell into the hands 
of Parmenio , who belides took fo great a number of prifoners of 
the firft diftin&ion, that there was fcarce one noble family in all 
Perjia that did not (hare in this calamity. Parmenio having taken 
polleffion of the city, found in it 2600 talents in ready money, 
and y o in bullion. He took 30,000 prifoners, and with the 
plunder of the city loaded 7000 camels. The treacherous go¬ 
vernor was killed by one of his own men, and his head fent to 
Darius. 

Alexander foon after marching into Syria , moft of the cities 
of that country voluntarily fubmicted to him, and even Dark ?s 
governors and commanders delivered themfelves and their trea- 
fures up into his hands. At Marathus he received a letter from 


Darius 


writes to Darius, who, without giving him the title of king, defired him 
Alexander. f- 0 name what fum he plealed for the ranfom of his mother, 

wife, and children; offered to decide the difpute about empire 
in a general engagement, to which each party fliould bring an 
equal number of troops; but advifed him, if he was ftill ca¬ 
pable of wholefome advice, to be contented with the kingdom 
of his anceftors, and not invade that of another, to which he 


Alex an * 
der’s an- 
fwer. 


had no right. This letter, which was written with an uniea- 
fonable pride and haughtinefs, highly provoked Alexander , who 
therefore in his anfwer began thus, Alexander the king to Darius. 
He then reproached the Perftans with their unjuft invaiion of 
Greece , and with the bafe and treacherous murder of his father 
Philipp from whence he concluded he was not the aggrellbr. 

, mother, and children, 

provided he repaired to him in the attire of a fuppliant, and 

begged their liberty ; affuring him he might do it without the 

leaft danger. He concluded, by defiring him to remember, 

6 y when 


i / 

He offered to reftore to him his wif< 
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Uen he next wrote, that he not only addreffed a king, but his 

b n S‘ , u:— ~ Marathus into Phoenicia, all the ci- p bn nice 

ties in rniiL tuuu. y -.—rily fubmitted to him, except Tyre, f bmits to 

which after an obftinate fiege of feven months, he took by af- Alexander. 
fult as we have formerly related in the hiftory of Phosnice. 

None of the Phoenicians received Alexander with greater joy than 
the Sidonians, who, about eighteen years before, having been 
-rupilv treated by Ocbus , fince that time bore an irreconcile- 

■' n r.. . Alexander depofed Strato their 


tjl 


to 


Pcrfians 

in the Perfian intereft, and allowed his friend 
nominate his fucceffor, as we have related 


l ^ 

While Alexander was in Phcsntce , forne of the Pcrf 


m 


Cappadocians 


Papblagonians , to recover Lydia ; but were routed and difperied 
by Antigonus, governor of that province under Alexander . At 
the fame time the Perfian fleet, which had failed to the Hel- 
kfpont, to recover the cities on that coaft, were fo totally 
defeated by the fleet of the Macedonians , that not one fhip 

efcaped *. . 

Darius , while Alexander was engaged in the fiege of Tyre, A fecond 

fenthim a fecond letter, in which he ccndefcended to give him letter from 
the title of king, . He offered him ten thoufand talents as a ran- Darius to 
iom for the captive princeffes, and his daughter Statira in mar- Alexander . 
riage, with all the country he had conquered as far as the 
Hahs ; and reminding him of the inconftancy of fortune, con¬ 
cluded with a pompous enumeration of the forces of his eaftern 
provinces. Alexander rejected the terms offered in this letter. 


reducing Tyre , marched from thence to Jcrufal 


Jofepl 


7 < 


Egypt 


Gaza, which was ftrongly fortified by nature and art, was gal¬ 
lantly defended by Betis , or Babemefs , one of Darius's eunuchs, 
for two months. Alexander , who had received two dangerous 
wounds during the fiege, inftead of ufing the governor kindly 
for his valour and fidelity, was highly exafperated againft him, 
and treated him and the garrifon and inhabitants with great bar¬ 
barity, his fentiments and condudl beginning now to change 
with his fortune. Havinsr left a earrifon in Gaxac he marched 


fub- 


Egypt 


Peluf 


the Perfans , embraced this opportunity of throwing off their 
oppreflive yoke, and fubmitting to him. They received him 
with open arms, and openly and univcrfally declared in his fa¬ 
vour ; whereupon Ma%czus , who commanded in Memphis , feeing 
he was not in a condition to oppofe the general infurre£tion. 
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opened the gates to the conqueror, and put him in po_ _ 

the metropolis of that kingdom, with eight hundred talents an 

all the king’s rich furniture. ' T ' 1 — ‘ 

pofition, became mafter of all 


down 


Nile 



anopian 


tern 


mouth of that river 

built the city of Alexandria, on the Mediterranean , v.'hic 
afterwards became one of the moil flourishing cities in the uni 
verfe. He proceeded from thence w ith part of his army to th 

Jupiter Ammon, fituated in the defarts of Lfdia 
and upon his return to Memphis , was congratulated on his con 
quefts by ambafladors from moft of the hates of Greece. I n th 
beginning of the following fpring, he left Egypt to marc! 
againft Darius ; and on his return to Phcenice, ftaid fome timi 
at Tyre, where he fettled the affairs of the countries which hi 
was to leave behind him before he fet out to make new con 
quefts. Leaving Tyre, he marched with his whole army thro 
Syria, and crofling the Euphrates over a bridge at Tbapfami 
he proceeded to the Tigris, which he forded with the utmoii 
difficulty. 

Darius af- Darius, in the mean time, fully fenfible that no aceommo- 
iembles .dation was to be expelled with the enemy, had been very afli- 
another duous in making preparations for another engagement. Having 
army at affembled an immenfe army at Babylon, he began his march to- 
Babylon, wards Nineveh ; and hearing that the enemy had pafled the Eu¬ 
phrates, and was not at a great diftancc, he detached Sa tropin 
commander of the cavalry, and Mazecus governor of the pro¬ 
vince, with 7000 horfe, to oppofe their paffage, and to lay 
wafte the country through which they were to pafs ; but before 
their arrival Alexander had already croffed the Tigris. He en¬ 
camped two days on the eaftern bank of that river, to refrclh 
his men, who had been greatly fatigued. An ecliple of the 
moon happening in the mean time, they were ftruck with.awe 
and terror; and looking upon the ecliple as a fign of the anger 
of the gods, they murmured againft the wild ambition of Am- 
under, and refufed to proceed in their march. The Efjptim 
foothfayers, however, who were confulted on this occafron, de¬ 
claring that the fun was predominant m Greece, and the moon 


Perf 




perftitious dread, upon this anfwer, immediately vanilhed, anil 
Alexander their hopes and courage revived. Alexander taking the aevan- 
advancts tr.ge of their ardour, began his march after midnight towards 
towards Darius \ and at day-break his fcouts bringing him word that 

the Perfurns were on full march to meet him, he immediately 


him. 


drew up his forces j but foon found it was only a detachment 
of 1 00 , horfe, which retreated with precipitation. Not long 


after, hearing that Dai . .. _ 

halted, to refrefn his foidiers before the engagement, and for¬ 
tified his cunm with trenches and palifadoes, being dctcimmcn 


prnoners 


gg 
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Darius encamped in the plain, at a confiderable diftance from 
Jrkla, and near a village called Gaugamela ; and his army, by 
feme authors, is faid to have conftfted of upwards of a million 
of men; and by others, of about half that number in horfe 
and foot. The event of a battle now filling his mind with New con- 
anxiety, and being overcome by the tendernefs and humanity ditions of 
which Alexander had {hewn his mother, children, and wife, peace of- 
which laft had lately died in childbed, and was buried by fered by 
Alexander with great pomp and magnificence, he difpatchea Darius. 
ten of his relations embafladors to him, offering him new con¬ 
ditions of peace more advantageous than the former, and re¬ 
turning him thanks for the kind treatment he had given his fa¬ 
mily. He offered him thirty thoufand talents as a ranfom for 
the royal prifoners, and all the countries between the Hel- 
Itjpont and the Euphrates. But thefe offers were rejected, in the but rejeft- 
moll haughty and infolent terms, by Alexander , who accufed e d by 
Darius of infincerity, having intercepted his letters to the Alexander. 
Greeks in his army, fpiriting them up, by large bribes, to 
murder him. 

Both fides now prepared for an engagement; and Darius 
having levelled the ground, that his cavalry and chariots might 
move and a£l with more eafe, refolved to wait for the enemy in 
the plain, which in feveral places he had ft rewed with iron 
{pikes, to incommode the enemy's horfe. Alexander coming up 
with his army, which, according to Arrian , confided of forty 
thoufand foot and feven thoufand horfe, encamped for one night 
on fome hills within view of the enemy. Having refrefhed 
himfelf and his troops in the night-time, he next morn¬ 
ing advanced againft the enemy ; whereas Darius had impru¬ 
dently kept his forces under arms all night,- from an apprehen- 
fion that the Macedonians would have attempted to furprize 
him. 


Both armies were drawn up in the fame order, the infantry The battle 
in the centre, and the cavalry in the wings. Darius ’s ffont of Gau^a- 
was covered with two hundred chariots armed with feythes, and me la. 


twenty 


Befides his g 


uards, which were the 


flower of his army, he had pofted the Grecian infantry near his 
perfon, believing this body alone capable of oppofing the A 4 a- 
ccdmian phalanx. As the front cf his army extended much be¬ 
yond that of the enemy, he defigned to furround and charge 
them both in front and Bank ; which Alexander fufpe&ing, he 
ordered thofe who led the wings to extend them as wide as pof- 
fiMe, without weakening the centre ; and the fecond line he 
commanded to face about, one half to the right, and the other 
to the left, if furrounded by the enemy. Arrian and Curtins 
deferibe this battle at full length. They tell us, that the Per- 
fires., at the head of whom fought Darius , were often repulfed, 
but returned again to the charge : that victory inclined fome- 
Umes to one fide, and fometimes to another: that Parmenio , 

V'ho commanded the left wing, was in great danger, and his 
fflen obliged to give ground : that Alexander $ rear was put in 

diforder. 
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diforder, feveral of his chief generals wounded, and his W 
gage taken : that both kings wrought wonders, &c. Yet the 
accounts of the lofs on both fides, as related by them, is, j„ 
the utmoft degree, unproportionate and incredible. The Ma¬ 
cedonians , it is pretended, did not lofe one thoufand men- 
v/hereas of the Pcrjians there fell forty thoufand, fays Curt'm- 
thirty thoufand, according to Arrian \ and ninety thoufand, ac* 
cording to Diodorus. The Perfians being routed, and flying on 
every lide, Darius is (aid to have been fome time in fufpence 
whether he fhould not lay violent hands on himfelf; but at 
length refolving to fave himfelf by flight, he left the field, and 

^ ^ ^ ^ 4 * 1 /V* 1 \ *1 f 1 ' 


pafTed 


that 


him in his flight advifed him to break down the bridge ontl... 
river, in order to flop the enemy’s purfuit: but he reflecting 
how many of his own men were haftening to pafs over the 

f + + + * 1 i i r r i II 11 


That 




fh 
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About midnight he arrived at Arbcla , which city has had the 
fortune to give name to the battle, though at a confiderable 
diftance from the field. Being attended thither by a great num¬ 
ber of his nobles and commanding officers, he acquainted them, 
that he defigned to leave all, for the prefent, to Alexander , and 
fly into Media , from whence, and from the reft of rhe nor¬ 
thern provinces, he could draw together new forces, to try 
once more his fortune in battle. He accordingly fet out imme¬ 
diately for Armenia, where he was joined by two thoufand Grah 
mercenaries, who had efcaped from the battle. Soon after his 
departure, Alexander arrived at Arbcla, which ci;y furrendered 
to him, and in it he found a great quantity of furniture and 
equipage belonging to the crown, with four thoufand talents, 
and all the riches of the army. 


Da 


left there 


gch'lcn before the engagement. After allowing his army iome days of 


fubmits to 


Mo. 


Jexancer t governor of the city and province delivered into his hands, the 

Babylonians , from their averfion to the Pcrjians , rejoicing at the 
revolution, and going out to meet him with valuable prefents. 


who takes 
pofieffion 
alfo of 

fnja. 


Alcxandi 


zeeus governor of the province, he gave the command of the 
caftle and garrifon to a Macedonian , and proceeded to Sofa, the 
governor of which alfo furrendered the place to him, and de¬ 
livered up to him thirty thoufand talents in bullion, and forty 
thoufimd in ready money, with all the king’s furniture, to an 


immenfe value, 
advanced tow; 

Pafit 


of Perfi: 


Suit 


horfe, entered the country of the Uxians , governed by one Me-' 


other Perfi. 


Sif, 


Madates 


mied faithful to his fovereign; and retiring into a ftrong W 

• . i • i n r* • ill r~ (* _ i.!__ tf (‘h 


mountain 
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great bravery. When the city was at length taken by affault, He re- 
L withdrew into the citadel, whence feeing there were no duces the 
hopes of being relieved, he fent thirty deputies to treat of a Uxicms. 

p interceflion of Sifigambis , he not only pardoned him, but 

,11 _ ./• . i . n 1 7 i /r i . i • 


Alexander was greatly provoked againft him j but 




fet all the prifoners at liberty, reftored Madates to his former 
dignity, left the city untouched, and the citizens in the full en¬ 
joyment of their antient liberties. 

The Uxlans being reduced, Alexander ordered Parmenio to 
march thro’ the plain with part of his army, while he himfelf, 
at the head of the light-armed foot, advanced by the way of the 
mountains, and the fifth day arrived at the {freights of Perf.a, 
which were held by Ariobarzanes with four thoui'and foot and 
{even hundred horfe. As foon as Alexander advanced into the 
pafs, the Perfians rolled down from the tops of the mountains 
Hones of fuch a prodigious fize, that they crufhed at once whole 
ranks. Alexander , with the utmoft grief, was obliged to found 
a retreat, and encamped about thirty furlongs from the pafs, not 
knowing how to advance, and being afhamed to return. While 
he was in this perplexity, a perfon of Greek extraction, who had 
long kept fheep on thofe mountains, offered to conduct him 
over them through by-paths. The king accepted of the offer; Seizes the 
and with a few chofen troops followed this guide over rocks and ftraits of 
precipices, filled in many places with fnow ; and arriving at the Pefia. 
top of the mountain a little before day-break, attacked the ene¬ 
my, who were then below them, and fled with precipitation. 

Crater us, with the troops that were left in the plain, perceiving 
their difordcr, took pofleffion of the {freights. The Perfians bein 
now attacked before and behind, were routed, and the greate 
number of them cut in pieces. Alexander purfued his march into 
Perfts, or Perfia properly fo called; and when he was at fome dis¬ 
tance homPerfepolis, the metropolis of that province, he received 
letters from the governor of the place, urging him to haften to the 
city, to prevent the populace from plundering the treafures of 
Darius. He accordingly marched with his cavalry all night; and 
arriving by day-break within two furlongs of P. rfepolis , he af- 
fembled the generals of his army, and reprefented to them, that 
no city had ever been more fatal to Greece than Perfepolis , the 
capital of the Pcrfian empire, from whence thofe mighty armies 
had been fent, which had over-run and laid wafte great part of 
Europe ; and that it was therefore incumbent on them to re¬ 
venge on that proud metropolis the many injuries and calami¬ 
ties which their anceltors had fuffered. The foldiers having T> cr f e h 0 l\ s 
thus received a licence to plunder, entered the city, and prac- f u h m its - 
tiled all manner of cruelties againft the miferable inhabitantsu, lt . r l. p : , - 

that had not fled from their fury. ' 



cver j Alexander left Craterus and Partnenio 


The cruel maffacre being habitants 

in the place, ana crae n y 
went with a (mall body to reduce the neidibourinjr cities and t% r. A 1 

feong holds, which all 


fubrrutting on 


lie approach of his 


troops, he then returned to Perfepolis , where he took up his 


winter- 
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winter-quarters. In this city he is faid to have found one hut 
dred and twenty thoufand talents lodged in the treafury to defr 
the expences of the war. 

During his ftay at Perfepolis , he gave himfelf up to feaftj n 
and drinking, making daily great entertainments for his officers 
in one of which, both the king and his guefts having drank t 
excefs, fire was fet, at the motion of a drunken ftrumpet t 
fhe magnificent palace of the king. 

rfepolis , Alexander marched early in the fpring to Pi 
r areada , refolving to purfue Darius , who was fled to Ecbatan i 
edia. That unhappy prince had ft ill an army of 30,000 fooi 
among whom were 4000 Greeks , who continued faithful to th 

Jaft. Befides thefe he had 4000 flingers, and upwards of 300 
horfe, moft of them Raffrians^ commanded by Beffus governc 
of Baftria. When he heard that Alexander was in full marc 
towards Ecbatan , he left that city, with a defign to retire int 
Baftria, and there raife another army. He, however, fco 
altered his refolution, and determined to venture a third battl 
with the forces then about him. His troops declared that the 
would fhed the laft drop of their blood in his defence; bu 
Beffus governor of Baklria , and Nabarzanes , a Perfian lord c 
great diftin&ion, bafely confpired againft him, and quicld 
corrupted the loyalty of the army, by malieiouflyinfinuatingtfe 
Darius was dragging them todeftriuStion ; arid that they were nc 
ways in a condition to make head againft fo powerful an ens 
my. The two traitors propofed either to deliver the king t 
Alexander , if he purfued them, and by that means to mak 
their peace with the conqueror; or, if they could efcape, t 
murder their mafter, ufurp his dominions, and renew the wa: 
Tho’ their practices were carried on with the greateft fecrelj 
yet they came to the ear of Darius ; but he could not believ 
them. Patron , who commanded the Greeks , earneftly intrea-c 
him to encamp among them, and truft the guard of his pedo 
to men on whofe fidelity he might depend. Darius repiiec 
that he would rather fuffer any misfortune among thofe of hi 
own narion than feek for fhelter among Arrangers, how faithfi 
foever he might believe them ; and that he could not die tr 
foon, if his own Per pans thought him unworthy to live. Nf 
B•'flu- 3I1 d long after, Darius had occafion to repent his having rej p ftedth 
* r ' advice of Patron ; for Bcjjhs and Nabarzanes feizing his perfor 
z..ines trea- bound him, out of refpedl to the royal family, in chains < 
cheroully gold, and fhutting him up in a covered cart, fled with hr 
feize towards Baclria. The cart was covered with fkins, ?n 

Da.ius. Arrangers appointed to drive it, without knowing who the pr 

foner was they had in their cuftody. Beffus was proclaime 
commander in chief, in the room of Darius , by the Baftru 
horfe ; but Patron with the Greeks , and Artabazus and his fon: 
with the forces they commanded, retired from the body 1 
the army under Btjjiis , and marched over the mountains towari 
Paribiene. 

Jlexam 


Na * ar - 
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Alexander , in the mean time, arriving at Ecbatan , was in- 


*53 


..- Darius had left that city five days before. He ptir- 

fued him with part of his army, and arrived the eleventh 
day at Eases , having marched in that fpace of time 3300 fur¬ 
longs. The greateft part of thofe who accompanied him died, 
thro’ the fatigues of fo long and expeditious a march j info- 
much, that on his arrival at Rages he could mufter but 60 horfe- 
men. Alexander now defpairing of overtaking the king who 
had already pafled the CaPbian ftreivhts. ffald 


men. Alexander now deipairing of overtaking the king who 
had already pafled the Cafpian ftreights, ftaid five days at 
Rages, which was a long day’s journey from the ftreights, to 
refrefh his troops, and fettle the affairs of Media. He then 
proceeded to Partbia , and two days after pafled the Cafpian 
ftreights, without oppofition. Upon entering Parthia , Bafifl- 
bam, a Perftan nobleman, came and informed him, that Beffus 
and Nabarzanes had confpired againft Darius, and defigned to 
feize him. On this intelligence, he left the main body of the 
army behind, under the command of Craterus , and taking a 
fmall troop of light-armed horfe with himfelf, marched night 
and day, without ever halting, except a few hours, and the 
third day came to a village where Be Jus with his Battrians had 
encamped the day before. Here being informed that Darius 
was feized by the traitors, and that the whole army, except 
Artabazus and the Greeks , who had taken another route, obeyed 
Beffus, he again fet out that fame night, and early next morn¬ 
ing was acquainted by two Pcrfian officers, that the BaSirians 
were not above 500 furlongs oft*, and that they could lead hint 
to them by a nearer way. Being at Jaft come up with the ene¬ 
my, his unexpeaed arrival ftruck them, tho’ far fuperior in 
number, with fuch terror, that they immediately fled. Darius 

hem a hpfnrp u* _ 


Bejfu 


1 * w 11 r i , — -~ went up to Cfij.maitnt 

iim, and defiled him to mount his horfe, and fly from the ene- m „ rt X 

my: but he refufing to fo low them, they difcharged their darts wounded 
at him, and left him, wallowing in his blood, to the mercy of 
the Macedonians. They then difperfed, Beffus flying towards 
Hyrcama , and Nabarzanes into BaSiria, that they might, by 
this means, elude the purfuit of the enemy, or at leaft oblige 
mm to divide his forces. Nicanor being fent before with a 
troop of light-armed horfe, put near 3000 of the ftragglers to 
the iword, but could not come up with Beffus ox Nabarzanes * 

W\\ Alexander,who followed at the head of 3000 Macedonians 
oblerving, he fent him orders to give quarters to all thofe that 
mould throw down their arms. Meanwhile, the horfes which 
rew the cart in which was Darius halted, of thpir nwn ztr'nnrA 


whither Polyflratus , a Ma, 


; v vv "y 5 VVXIH.11C1 l uiyjiratus, a iviaceaoman, being 

L e 5? th 11ft,was loon after conduced by the inhabitants, to 

Th ^ 7 lm e . at a fountain not farfrom the place wherethey ftopt. 
^Macedonian hearing the groans of a dying man, looked 

oi nd him, and difeovered the cart, and, as he drew near, per- 

CtlVed JjQYlltS Ivina* in irmrtr qo r- c*-..4 L : 


ceived Darius lying in the cart, 

veral darts ftill fticking in his boi 
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very near his end, having fe- 
ly. The king, however, had 

ftrength 
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ftrength enough to call for fome water, which Poly/lraius readily 
brought him, a Perjian captive ferving for interpreter. After 
drinking, he turned’to the Macedonian , and told him with a 
faint voice, that in the deplorable ftate to which he was re¬ 
duced, it was no fmall comfort to him that his laft vyords would 
not be loft. He then charged him to return his hearty thanks 
to Alexander for the kindnefs he had {hewn to his wife, mother, 
and children, and to acquaint him, that with his laft breath he 
befought the gods to profper him in all his undertakings, and 
make him foie monarch of the univerfe ; adding, that he 
thought he need not intreat him to punifh thole traitors who 
had treated him with fuch cruelty, as it was the common caufe 
of kings. Then taking Polyjlratus by the hand, cc Give him,” 
faid he, <c your hand, as 1 give you mine, and carry him, in 
<c my name, the only pledge I am now able to give of my 
His death. ee gratitude and affection.” Having uttered thefe words, he 
Bef. Ch. expired in the arms of Poly fir at us. Alexander coming up quickly 
330. after, and beholding the body of Dar ius , burft out into tears, 

bewailing the cruel lot of a prince, who, he faid, deferved a 
better fate. He immediately pulled off his own military cloak, 
and covered the corps, and caufing it to be embalmed, fern it 
in a rich and magnificent coffin to Sifigambis , that it might be 
interred with the other Perjian monarchs *. 

Thus died Darius , in the 50th year of his age and 6th of his 
reign. He was a mild and pacific prince, his reign having 
been unfullied with injuftice, cruelty, or any of thofe vices 
which moft of his predeceflfors had been greatly addifted to; 
which was owing to his natural lenity, or the calamities in 
which he was perfonally involved. In him the Perjian empire 
ended, after it had lafted, from the firft of Cyrus , 209 years, un¬ 
der 13 kings. 

Alexander being now acknowleged emperor by all the Perfwn 
commanders, reftored them to their former honours and em¬ 
ployments ; but above all he diftinguifhed Artabazus, on ac¬ 
count of his unfhaken fidelity to his matter, and Oxathres , Da¬ 
rius’s brother, whom he ever treated in a manner becoming his 
high ftation and noble birth. He was even, to his great diflio ■ 
nour, prevailed upon to receive and pardon the traitor Ndar- 
zones, but Beffus , the following fummer, being brought to him 
in chains by Spitamenes , one of his confidents, who had be¬ 
trayed him, he delivered him to Oxathres , to fuffer whatever 
Beffus put punifhment he lhould think proper to inflift. According to Phi¬ 
lo death, torch, feveral trees were bent down to the ground by main 

force, and one of the traitor’s limbs being fattened to each, the 
trees were then fuffered to return to their natural pofition; and 
flying back with violence, each carried with it the limb that was 
tied to it. 
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This is the fubftance of the relations of the beft Greek and 
Latin hiftorians concerning the Perfian empire ; but the Perfian 
hiftory has been recorded, in a ftile and manner very different, 
bv the Perfians, from the origin of their monarchy to the ex¬ 
tinction G f the native Perfians in Jefdegerd their laft king, 
Thefe accounts of the orientals, however* from whence the 
famous Mirkhond has compiled his Perfian hiftory, are fo full 
of obfcurity, uninterefting details, and wild romance, that in- 
ftead of affording entertainment or inftrudlion, they can only 
create difguft to the reader. According to them, Alexander , 
whom they ftile Ifcander ben Filouchous , that is, the fon of Phi- 
lib was really the fon of Darab , or Darius , by one of Philip's 
daughters, whom Darab never lay with but one night* and fent 
her home to her father, on account of her naul'eous breath. 
She returning with child, bore her fon in Macedon * where 
he was brought up by Philip ; who leaving him his kingdom* 
he called himfelf, out of gratitude, his fon, though he put in 
his claim to the kingdom of Perfia as heir to Darab his 

father. 


SECT. y. 

4 

The Hiftory of the PaRTH ians, from their revolt under Arfaces* 
to the recovery of the fupreme power by the Persians. 

T H E Parthians were, by the antient Greek and Latin The Par- 

writers, confidered as a diftindt people from the Per fans ; thians not 
but the eaftern writers make no fuch diftindtion : and if we r^- different 
fleft that both people governed nearly the fame provinces, form- from the 
ing a large empire, of which their own province was but a Perfians , 
fmall part j that the fame religion, cuftoms, manners, and when con- 
laws, were common to both $ and that each of thefe people, fidered 
when enjoying the fupreme power, looked upon themfelves as colleftive- 
natives of the chief countries which they poffefled, they will ly. 
appear to differ no more from each other than the inhabitants 
of different provinces of the fame empire *. 

Cyrus the Great was chiefly fupported in his conquefts by the 
Median power; but the empire which he raifed was called the 
Perftan empire, becaufe he himfelf was a native of Perfis, or 
Perfia, a barren and poor province. In like manner, the pro¬ 
vince of Parthia gave name to a kingdom, formed of many 
other provinces, becaufe Arjaces , who threw off the yoke of the 
Syrian kings, was firfl: joined by the Parthians in his revolt. His 
power, however, was unanimoufly fupported by many of thofe 


* D'Herbelot bibl, orient. Mirkond. Juftin, I. xii. c. 3 & 9. 
& 1. xvi. 
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tions which had antiently formed the Perftan monarchy, and 
now again united againft the Greeks of Syria , whom they looked 
upon as foreigners, and detefted as idolaters. The inhabitants 
of the ruling province, however, enjoyed fome peculiar privi¬ 
leges ; which made the Perjians , as we fhall find afterwards 
eagerly feize an opportunity of recovering the fupreme 
power. 

The particular province of Parthia , upon the death of Alex¬ 
ander the Great, was defpifed, as a poor and barren country; 
and none of that prince’s commanders caring for the govern¬ 
ment of it, it was left as an appendix to Media. It may, 
however, at this day be looked upon as the royal province of 
Perfia , fince the king chiefly refides in it. The empire of the 
Partbians was, according to Pliny , divided into eighteen king¬ 
doms, eleven of which, extending from Armenia and the Caf 
pian fea to the confines of Scythia , were diftinguifhed by the 
names of the upper kingdoms ; and the other feven were known 
by the name of the lower kingdoms. 

Their ori- The Partbians , tho’ in after-times they adopted the cuftoms 
gin and 


hiflory. 


and manners of the Perfians , were originally, according to the 
general opinion, Scythian , or rather Celtic exiles, as their name 
in that language fignifies. The particulars of their hiflory prior 
to the reign of Arfaces!. have long ago been buried in oblivion, the 
works of the authors who treated of this fubjebt not having 
reached our times. It appears that they were fubjedt to the 
kings of the Modes ; formed a part of the Perfian empire; were 
conquered by Alexander the Great; and on his death they were 
held in fubje&ion by Seleucus Nicator , and his fon and grandfon, 
In the reign of th e latter, who was Antiochus Theos , Arfaces re¬ 
volted, and founded a new kingdom, which was ftrengthened 
and enlarged by his fucceflors, who held it for the fpace of 4:5 
years. 

dr faces I Arfaces I. according to fome writers, was of the race of the 

B>f Chriit ^ Jemenu ^ > others make him a Parthian by birth, and fome a 

Battrian. The weak and tyrannical adminiftration of 
Theos , the grandfon of the great Seleucus , having infpired the 
Partbians with difaftecHon, Arfaces , who had flain the Syria 
governor of Parthia , on account of an infult offered by him to 
the modefty of his brother, eafily prevailed with them to take 
arms, and aflert their independency. Seleucus Callinicus , the 
fucceffor of ‘Theos , made an attempt to reduce them ; but was 
defeated and taken prifoner by Arfaces , who thereupon afiumec 
the title of Icing, and lb firmly eftablifhed his empire, thatii 
was afterwards able to contend with the Roman power, wher 
at its greateft height. Arfaces, after annexing Hyrcania ant 
ibme other provinces to his empire, was killed in a battle again! 
Ariarathes IV. king of Cappadocia. From him the Parthia) 
kings of the fame race took the name 0$ Arfaces, as the kings 0 

Egypt did that or Ptolemy , and the Roman emperors that 0 
Ceefar , 


8 . 
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Maces II. the (on of the founder of the monarchy, invaded Ar/aces H 
and reduced Media, while Antiochus the Great was engaged in Bef. Ch. ’ 
a war with the king of Egypt. But Antiochus having difengaged 
himfelf from his Egyptian war, recovered Media , and obliged 
Maces to retire into Hyrcania. The Parthian king, foon after, 
talcing the field with 100,000 foot and 20,000 horle, Antiochus 
thought proper to agree to a peace ; by which it was concluded, 
that Arfaces fliould hold Parthia and Hyrcania , on condition of 
his affimng the Syrian monarch to recover the other revolted 

provinces. 

Arfaces II. was fucceeded by his fon Priapatius , who reigned Priapa - 
fifteen years, and left three fons, Phraates, Mithridates , and tius. 
Artabaniis. Phraates , who fucceeded to the throne, conquered Bef. Chr.. 
the March, a moft warlike nation, who had always main- 217. 
tained their independancy till the reign of Alexander. Though Phraates. 
Phraates left a numerous iflue, yet he appointed his brother Mi- Mtthri- 
thridates as his fucceffor, on account of his extraordinary merit, dates I. 
Mithridates reduced the countries of the Baftrians , Perjians , 

Mules, Elymaans , and even extended his dominions into India, 
beyond the conquefts of Alexander. Demetrius Nicator, king of 
Syria, who attempted to recover fome of his provinces from the 
Parthians , being defeated and taken prifoner by him, Mithri¬ 
dates , after that victory, reduced Babylonia and Mcfopotamia , 
and was acknowleged as fovereign by all the nations betwixt the 
Euphrates and the Ganges . Tho’ he detained Demetrius as a pri¬ 
foner, yet he entertained him with great humanity, and con¬ 
fining him to the province of Hyrcania, gave him Rhodaguna , 
one of his filters, in marriage. Mithridates was no‘ lefs re¬ 
markable for the fweetnefs of his difpofition than for his great 
courage and refolution. He is faid to have examined the va¬ 
rious conftitutions of the many nations he had conquered, and 
from the whole to have formed a body of excellent laws. 

Mithridates was fucceeded by his fon Phraates II. who had Phraates 
not been long in pofleffion of the throne before he was attacked II. 
by Antiochus Sidetes king of Syria , who having defeated him in 
feveral battles, recovered all the weftern provinces that had been 
conquered by Mithridates. Soon after, however, Phraates de¬ 
feated and flew Antiochus, and being flufhed with his victory, 
refolved to invade Syria 3 but before he could fet out on that en- 
terprize, he was engaged in a war with a Scythian army of mer¬ 
cenaries, whom he had called in to his affiftance. As Antiochus 
bad been defeated before they had joined him, he refufed to 
pay them the fum which he had promifed them 3 upon which 
they began to ravage his territories. Phraates finding himfelf 
thus attacked in his own dominions, took into his pay a body of 
Greek mercenaries who had ferved Antiochus in his late expedi¬ 
tion, and had been taken prifoners by the Parthians. The Greeks, He is llain 
however, in refentment of the bad ufage they had received j n an en _ 

when prifoners, joined the Scythians in the firft engagement, aagement 
which proved fatal to Phraates 3 for his army was defeated, and f v hh the 


himfelf flain. 
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The 


Scythians* 
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I. 

Pacorns I. 


Jr tab anus The Greeks and Scythians , after ravaging the Parthian dominions 

retired to their relpeftive countries; when Artabanus , the third 
ion of the late ki ngPriapatius, took pofleffion of the crown. He be¬ 
ing killed a few days after, in an engagement with th eThognrions 
a Scythian nation, was fucceeded by his fon Pacorus I. who hear¬ 
ing of the great exploits of the Romans , fent an embafiy to Syl- 
la , then in Cappadocia , to follicit their alliance. Sylla, tho’only 
a praetor, afliimed great ft ate in the audience he gave to the 
Parthian ambafl'ador, placing Ariobarzanes king of Cappadocia 
whom he had been fent to reftore to his kingdom, on his mht 
hand, and Or amazes the Parthian on his left. Pacorus was fo 
highly offended with his ambaflador for his condefcenfion to a 
Roman praetor, that he caufed him to be beheaded on his return. 
He afterwards fent ambafladors to Lucullus , and renewed the al¬ 
liance concluded with Sylla. 

'Phra&tes Pacorus was fucceeded by his fon Phraates III. who gave his 

daughter in marriage to Tigranes , the fon of Tigranes the Great 
king of Armenia , and invaded that country, with a defign todif- 
poflefs the father, and give the crown to his fo»-in-law. On 
the approach of Pompey the Roman general, however, he with¬ 
drew, and by a folemn embafly to him, again renewed his alli¬ 
ance with the Romans. Soon after, in the 12th year of his 


HI. 


Orodss. 

Mithri- 


reign. 
Or odes. 


he was murdered by his two 

The 


Mithridat 

_pofleffion 

by Mithridates 


dates II. rendering himfelf odious to his fubjeCts by his cruelties, 

i 1* l. .1 n •, 1_ O i ‘ ■ . i J r* 7 


fhelter 


was 


Syria. Orodes , on the flight of his brother, was reftored to 
the throne ; but was foon threatened with an invafion from the 
Romans , Gabinius haying undertaken to reftore Mithridatesy in 
hopes of fatisfying his rapacity by the plunder of the Partbians. 
He accordingly fet out on his march ; but after he had palled 
the Euphrates , he abandoned the caufe of Mithridates , and 
marched into Egypt , Ptolemy Auletes having promifed him im- 
inenfe fums, if he would affift him in recovering his throne. 
Mithridates , tho’ abandoned by Gabinius , invaded Babylonia 
with a fmall body of forces under his own command, and 
feized Seleucioy where he was foon after obliged to furrender at 
diferetion to his brother, who caufed him to be put to death. 
Crajfusxe- Orodes now faw himfelf in pofleffion of the throne without a 
folves to rival > b ut not long afterhis territories wepe unexpectedly invaded, 
invade the even by his allies the F 
Partbians. Crajfus . Tho \QraJfu 
Bef. Chr. was 


S5 


of M. 

icheft man in Rome , yet fuch 
. in hopes of augmenting his 

great wealth by the fpoils of the Partbians y who were reckoned 
a very rich nation, he refolved to make war upon them, in di- 
reCI violation of the alliances that had hitherto fubfifted be¬ 
twixt thp two people. He accordingly got himfelf named go¬ 
vernor of Syria and the neighbouring provinces, with a moll 

unconftitutional power, being allowed to hold his government 

for the fpace of five years, to raife what forces he ftiould think 

proper. 
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proper, and to make peace or war with whom he pleafed, 
without having; recourfe to the fenate or people of Rome. 

Some of the tribunes, the following year, oppofed his under¬ 
taking the Parthian expedition with the greateft zeal; and 
when he went out of Rome , followed him to the gates with fo- 
lemn execrations and curfes. 

Crajfus-, after a ftormy and dangerous voyage, in which he He plun- 
loft many fhips, landed his troops in the ports of Galatia j from ders the 
whence he marched into Syria and Palejiine, where his avarice temple of 
prompted him to plunder the temple ot Jerusalem of its facred JeruJalem. 
treafures. Having foon after crofted the Euphrates , he began 
hoftilities againft th eParthians, and quickly drove them from 
Mefopotamia. Apollonius governor of Zenadotia , a city near Nice- 
pborium, made fome oppofition to the Romans , and flew a de¬ 
tachment of their troops, to whom he had agreed to furrender 
the place. The Zenadotians, however, paid dear for their 
breach of faith ; for their city being foon after taken by aflault, 
they were all fold as (laves. CraJJus, upon the conqueft of Me- He re- 
fipotamia , left 7000 foot and 1000 horfe to garrifon the places he duces Me- 
had taken, and in the beginning of autumn returned to Syria, fototamia. 
where he put his army into winter-quarters, and was foon after t 
joined by his fon, at the head of 1000 chofen horfe. During 
the winter CraJJus intirely negle&ed military difciplipe, and 
fuffered his troops to indulge themfelves in idlenefs, debauchery, 
and all manner of effeminate pleafures. He himfelf employed 
his time chiefly in opprefling and plundering the Syrians, by the 
moft arbitrary and cruel exactions, not fparing even the temples 
of their gods, which he robbed of all their treafures and rich 
ornaments *. 

The Parthians, in confidence of the alliance that fubfifted be¬ 
tween them and the Romans , had made no preparations for op- 
pofing CraJJus 5 but his imprudent condudt in returning to Syria - 
fuffering them to recover from their confternation, they formed 
a powerful army during the winter, with which Orodes took the 
field in the following fpring. The Parthian king being (till de- 
firous of maintaining a good correfpondence with the Romans , 
fent an ambafly to CraJJus in Syria , to know for what reafon he 
had invaded his dominions. The ambaffadors, after putting 
CraJJus in mind of the alliances that had fubfifted between them 
and the Rotnans , told him, that if the people of Rome counte¬ 
nanced the breach of peace, a war mull: enfue, which could 
not be terminated without the intire fubjeftion of one of the 
empires; but if he, to fatiate his private intereft, had under¬ 
taken the war, contrary to the inclination of the Romans , that 
the king their matter, out of pity to his old age, would fuffer 
the Romans in Mejopotamia to retire unmolefted. CraJJus reply- He treats 
i’.ig, in a vain and arrogant manner, That they Jhould have bis the Par - 
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fwer at Seleucia; the chief of the ambafladors, named Fogeff 
niled, and holding out the palm of his hand, faid, You jk 


with con- fooner , O Craffus, fee hair grow here than he mafter of 

J r* i * \ rr* i c\• 


tempt 


Orodes, on the return of his ambaffadors, finding it in vain 
to expert peace, marched in perfon with a large detachment of 
his army, to make a diversion on the frontiers of Armenia , as 
the Armenians were preparing to act in conjunction with the 
Romans. The brave Surena , or Surenas , marched with the 
other part of the Parthian army into Mcfopotamia This gene¬ 
ral had been always faithfuliy attached to Or odes, and had even 
orocured him the crown, by the expulfion of Mithridates. He 


was 


nowned no lefs for his wildom and difcretion, than for his great 
bravery. He is faid to have united the luxury of an Afiatic with 


the intrepidity of a conqueror. When he travelled, his equi¬ 
page confifted of iocc camels to carry his baggage, 200 chariots 
for the fervice of his wives and concubines, \ 000 horfemen, 
completely armed, for his guard, together with a great number 
of light-armed troops, which, with his domeftics, amounted to 


The Par- 
fbians re¬ 
cover 
many 
places in 

Mefopota- 

nm. 


Craffus 

imbru 
demlv en 

ters Mff 

tiotuniia. 


10,000 more. 

Surenas foon making himfelf mafter of feveral of the cities in 
Mcfopotamia garrifoned by the Romans , the foldiers who efcaped 
to Craffus $ camp fpread a panic among his troops, by their ter¬ 
rible accounts of the Parthians. They faid, that it was im- 
poffible to overtake them when they fled, or efcape them when 
they purfued : that the Roman darts would not penetrate their 
defenfive arms ; and that their offenfive weapons were fo lharp, 
that no buckler was proof againft them. The Roman troops 
were greatly difheartned by thefe reports, and moft of the chief 
officers aevifed Craffus to fufpend his march ; but Artabazus king 
of Armenia arriving at the camp with fix thoufand horfe, and 
promifing to fend ten thoufand cuiraffiers and thirty thoufand 
foot, whenever they (hould be thought neceffary, Craffus per- 
fifted in advancing. Artabazus earneftly diffuaded him from 
inarching thro’ the plains of Mefopotamia , where he would be 
often diftrefi’ed for want of water, and would be continually 
bar railed by the Parthian horfe.. He adviled him, at _ the fame 
time, to take his route over the mountains of Armenia , where 
he would meet with plenty of provifions, and be fecured from 
any aflaults of the enemy. Craffus , however, no-ways influ¬ 
enced by the folid reafons 0$ Artabazus, alleged, that he mull 
march thro’ Mefopotamia , in order to relieve the Roman garri¬ 
sons that were left there j and having defired the king to fend 
the fuccours he promifed, began his march for that province, 
which he entered at the head of upwards of forty thoufand 


men. 


The^w/^/rarmy havingcrofied Pt\eEuphrates,Craffns was adviled 
by his queftor Cuius Coffins (the fame who afterwards confpired 
againft C it far) to v. ait in the Mefopotamian towns that were Hill 
gar ri oned by the Romans till he mould get information of the 
number and ftrength of the enemy, or eife to advance to be- 


huna , 


P 
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marching along the Euph 

this laft advice ; but Ahcrr. 
ferved under Pomp 


f Edejfa 
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camp, tho’ in reality acting in concert with Surenas , perfuaded 
him to march directly forward, by declaring that the enemy 
would not dare to face him ; and that he had more need of 
wings to purfue them than of arms. 

[\\zRojnans accordingly trufting to this deceitful guide, march¬ 
ed for fome days over a moft extenfive and delicious green plain; 
but afterwards entered a frightful and barren defart, defiitute of 
water, and without fo much as a plant or blade of grafs. 
Their defperate fituation greatly alarmed the chief officers, who 
fufpe&ing the intentions of Abgarus , prefTed CraJJ'us to retreat 
to the mountains. He was alfo urged to avoid the barren 
plains, by a meffenger who had come exprefs from Artaba-zus y 
and who alfo brought the difagreeable news, that the king of 
Armenia could not fpare the fuccours he had promifed, as his 
dominions were invaded by Orodes , at the head of a powerful 
army. Crajfus paid no regard to the reprefentations of his 'of¬ 
ficers, or thofe of the Armenian meffenger, but ftill followed 
the counfels of Abgarus, who, under pretence of going out on 
fcouting-parties, had frequent conferences with Surenas about 
the beft means of deftroying the Roman army. The Romans 
had no fooner paffed the defart, when news was brought 
them by their fcouts, ihat a numerous army of Parthians was in 
full march to attack them. Tho’ they were then greatly fati¬ 
gued and exhaufted, yet they were under a neceffity of forming 
themfelves into order of battle. Crajfus accordingly, by the 
treacherous advice of Abgarus, formed his army into a fquare, 
with twelve cohorts in each front; having again defpifed the 


Cajf 


to extend the infantry 


as wide as poffible, that they might not be furrounded by the 


enemy. 

The 

* ixui. ajyp^aiUlg l u 

advifed by his officers to refrefh 
1 1 « • 


pe&ed, Crajfus 


the banks of a fmall river to which they had advanced. The tack the* 
Roman general, however, giving way to the inconfiderate ar- Romans . 
dour of his fon, only allowed the legions to take a <meal Hand- Bef. chr. 
mg ; and before that could be done by all, gave orders for 
their advancing as faff as they could move, contrary to the cuf- 

tnm D_ . n i /• . i • 
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tom of the Romans. The 


naving concealed themfelves, the Romans at firft thought their 
enemy contemptible; but they were quickly filled with the 

greateft aftonifhment L r " 


from 


menas, rofe as it were out of the ground, and began the at¬ 
tack with dreadful cries and a moft frightful noife. Surenas 
saving at firft in vain endeavoured to break the ranks of the 
mnans with his pikemen, drew off his troops, and difeharged 
mowers of arrows, which did great execution in the Roman 

P f 5 x - "The Romans, in the beginning of the engagement, 
1 advanced, in hopes of engaging the enemy hand to hand; 

but 
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but as they advanced the Parthians retreated, and kept lower¬ 
ing arrows upon them, even at the time when they had tinned 
their backs to them. 

Young Craffus advancing, with great intrepidity, at the head 
of a body of horfe and fome light infantry, the Parthians betook 
themfelves to flight, and fuftered the detachment to purine 
them till they were feparated at a great diftanee from the army, 
when fuddenly wheeling about, they encircled them at fome 
diftance, and galled them with fhowers of arrows; the Romans, 
at the fame time, fcarce perceiving the enemy, on account of 
the thick duft raifed by the motion of their horfes. Craffus, im¬ 
patient to annoy the enemy, left his infantry, and ruflied upon 
their heavy-armed cavalry at the head of a thoufand chofen horfe 
whom he had recruited in GauL The Gauls attacked with the 
greateft defperation j and finding their weapons unferviceabie 
againft the armour of the enemy, fome of them laid hold of 
their fpears, and unhorfed them ; and others difmounting, {tab¬ 
bed the horfes in the belly, and made them throw their riders. 


moll:, and were obliged 


the Roman again to retreat to their infantry, and with them to retire to anemi- 
army de- nence, where, being quickly furrounded by the Parthians, they 
feated un- were almoft all difabled or killed, without being able in the leaft 
der the to annoy the enemy. Crajjus being wounded in the arm witha 

barbed arrow, and feeing his troops falling round him, without 


young 

Craffus 


fide 


him 


* 

being followed by moft of the nobility who ferved under him. 
Of the whole detachment only 500 common foldiers furvived, 
and thefe were taken prifoners. 

The elder Crajjus , in the mean time, not having been much 
annoyed by the Parthians who flayed behind, retreated to a 
fmall hill, in hopes of loon feeing his fon return victorious; but 
one of the many meflengers difpatched by young Crajjus efcap- 
ing the enemy, and bringing him word, that his fon was loft, if 
he did not fend him an immediate and powerful reinforcement, 
his mind was thrown into fuch agitation, that he fcarce knew 
what he was doing. He, however, advanced with his army; 
but had proceeded a very little way, when he was met by the 

■r. t . r % *•*•» in 1 r r • n_ 


fliout 


✓ 

jfented to th 


: Romans the head of young Crajjus upon the point 
of a lance. The father, tho’ almoft finking with grief, clinem- 
bled his affliction, and (trove in vain to animate his troops, who 


were 


Many 


mans , to avoid the painful wounds of the arrows which were 
now fnowered upon them from all Tides, threw themfelves on 
the enemy’s heavy-armed horfe, and fought from their fpears 2 
more quick and eafy kind of death. The Parthians , when mgnt 
approached, ceafed their attack, and retired, crying out, 
that they would allow the father one night to lament the cleatn 

Craft 


of his fon. 
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Crajfus fpent the greateft part of the night lying upon the 
round; but being rouzed and comforted by fome of his offi¬ 
cers, he, by their advice, called a council of war, in which 
it was refolved to retire immediately, without found of 
trumpet, to the neighbouring city of Charra , which was 
held by a Roman garrifon. Mgnatius with 300 light horfe pro- The Ro- 
eC{ ] e d diredtly to Charra ; but without flopping, only gave 
notice to the centinels, that Crajfus had fought a great battle 


c 


mans re¬ 


in 


with the Parthians ; which indiftindb account alarming the ereat 
governor of the place, he marched out with his garrifon to o r j er 
the relief of Crajfus , and conducted him and his army into 

the city. 

The Parthians , tho’ they were quickly informed of the re¬ 
treat of the Romans , from the cries and lamentations of their 
iick and wounded, whom they left behind, yet did not offer to 
purfuethem, from a fuperflitious cuftom that prevailed among 
them not to fight in the night. When it was day, they 
entered the Roman camp, where they put all the wounded, 
to the number of 4000, to the fword. Surenas foon after ap¬ 
pearing before the walls of Charra , and declaring, that he 
would grant no terms to the Romans , unlefs they delivered up 
Crajjus and CaJJius to him in chains, the Roman general, finding 
himfelf in no condition of ftanding a fiege, by the advice of 
his officers, refolved to retire from Charra that very night. 

Crajfus who, as Dio obferves, feems to have been infatuated by 
a Divinity, moft imprudently imparted the refolution of the 
council of war to one Androsnachus , an inhabitant of Charra , 
who undertook to conduit the Romans 5 but at the fame time 
treacheroufly informed Surenas of their defign, and promifed to 
conduit them in fuch a manner that they fhould not get out of 
his reach before day-break. He accordingly, after many wind¬ 
ings and turnings, brought them into deep and marfhy grounds, 
where the infantry were up to the knees in mire. In that filia¬ 
tion Crafus was overtaken by Surenas j but CaJJius , who from a 
diftruft of the guide, had returned to Charra , from thence 
efcaped with 500 horfe to Syria. Oftavius alfo, one of the 
lieutenants, had gained fome mountains near Crajfus with a body 
of 5000 men. Crajfus who, with great difficulty, had gained 
thefummit of a hill, being hard preffed by the Parthians , the 
troops of Oftavius quitted their fafe poft, and running to the 
affiftance of their general, quickly repulfed the enemy. Su¬ 
renas finding his troops backward in making a fecond attack, 
and afraid left the Romans fhould efcape by marching off in the 
ni ght, pretended a willingnefs to come to an accommodation ; 
and having difmiffed fome Roman prifoners, exprefled his defire 
before them of having an interview with Crajfus. The Roman 
general, fufpediing the defigns of Surenas , declined the inter¬ 
view; but was forced to agree to it, much againft his inclination, 
by his own foldiers, who fiocked round him, and not only abufed 
“! m hr an outrageous manner, but even menaced him, if he 
wd not accept of the propofals made him by Surenas. He ac¬ 
cordingly 



404 

They are 

totally 
routed, 
and Craj¬ 
fus is fidva. 


An alli¬ 
ance be¬ 
tween 

Orodes 
and the 
king of 
Armenia . 


The Par- 
tbians in- 
Va deSyria. 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

cordingly left his camp, accompanied by feveral of his chief 
officers, and was received at firft by Surenas with anexcefsof 
courtefy ; but the Parthians , who had him now in their power 
mixing a great deal of infult with their pretended civilities, a 
fcuffle enfued, in which Crajjus , and moft of the officers who 
attended him, were flain. The Parthians, upon the death of 
Crajfus , attacked the Romans on the hill, who were almoft all 
put to the fword or taken prifoners. The latter continued in 
captivity among the Parthians , where, as Horace mentions, they 
contracted ignominious marriages, to the difgrace of Rome. The 
Parthians hung up the ftandards of the vanquifhed legions as tro¬ 
phies at Selencia, which city was entered in triumph by Surenas, 
who, to amufe the people, pretended that CraJJiis was ftill alive, 
and made one of the prifoners, who refembled him, to march 
thro’ the ftreets in a mock parade. 

During thefe tranfaCtions, Artabazus king of Armenia , fore- 
feeing the fate of Crajjus, had concluded an alliance with 
Orodes, and had given one of his daughters in marriage to Pa- 
corns, Orodes’s fon. While the two kings were folemnizing 
their new alliance, the head of Crajfus was brought to Or oh, 
who, after expreffing the moft lively tranfports of joy, com¬ 
manded melted gold to be poured into CraJJus’s mouth, re¬ 
proaching him thereby with his deteftable avarice, which had 
drawn upon him a deferved fate. 

Surenas did not long enjoy the honour of his great exploits; 
for Orodes, growing jealous of his glory, caufed him to be put to 
death foon after, and gave the command of the army to his own 
fon Pacorus, who, at his defire, invaded Syria, in hopes of find¬ 
ing it defencelefs. CaJJius , however, having drawn together fome 
new levies, and joined them to the fmall remains of the late 
army, oppofed the progrefs of the Parthians, and obliged them 
to repafs the Euphrates. The following fpring, a numerous 
army of Parthians entered Syria , under the command of Orfaces, 
an old and experienced commander, who, having quickly re¬ 
duced all the country between the Euphrates and Antioch , clofely 
befieged that metropolis. The celebrated Cicero , however, 
fending fome fuccours from his province of Cilicia to the relief 
of the befieged, the Parthians railed the fiege, and, after fome 
fruitlefs attempts, marched homewards. Cajfius the Roman ge¬ 
neral being informed of their route, drew them into an ambuf- 
cade, in which great numbers of them were cut off, with Or¬ 
faces their leader. 

Thofe who efcaped repaffed the Euphrates with Pacorus ; but 
a new army, in the end of fummer, again entered Syria, and 
wintered in the northern province of Cyrrhejlica . Early in the 
fpring they again befieged Antioch , where they met with very 
little oppoiition, M. Ccupurnius Bibulus , the governor of Syria, 
having no experience in war, and being of a very inactive dif- 
pofition. Having fucceeded, however, in ftirring up Ordom- 
pantes, a Parthian nobleman, to raife a rebellion in the heart of 
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the kingdom, he, by that means, obliged the Parthians intirely 

to evacuate Syria. 

As the Parthian affairs were now unconnected, for fome time, 
w ith thofe of the Romans , we are left in the dark as to the tranf- 
aftions that happened during this rebellion. But when the civil 
war broke out between Pompey and C<efar,Dio tells us* tbatOrW^c 
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by Pompey , 


fhould 


nor 


the Parthians ; which the Roman general would not agree to. 

After the death of Pompey and the ruin of his party, the Parthians 
were threatened with an invafion from Ceefar \ but when he 
was juft going to fet out on his expedition, he was killed in the 

fenate-houfe. 

Not long after, the Syrians , on account of the oppreffion of Syria 
the Romans , but particularly of Marc Antony , who then go- again in- 
verned the eaftern provinces, role up in arms, and invited the vaded by 
Parthians to their affiftance. Orodes, on this invitation, fent a the Par- 
powerful army into Syria, under the command of Pacorus and thians. 
Labienus , a Roman of Pompey s party, who, fome time before, Bef. Chr. 
had been fent to folicit fuccours of the Parthians by Brutus and 
Cajfms. Labienus having defeated Saxa, Antony's lieutenant in 
Svria, flew him afterwards in Cilicia , and reduced all Afia Mi- 
•, while Pacorus , with another part of the army, made him- 
ielf matter of Syria and Phcenice , Tyre being the only place in 

thofe parts that held out againft him. They were foon, how- Ventidius 
ever, driven from their new conquefts by the Romans ; for Ven- the p omai 
tieiius , the lieutenant of Antony , entering Afia with a new army, * ng 
Labienus being in no condition to oppofe him, retreated as he | reat ad _ 
advanced, till he fecured an advantageous camp on mount Tau- y anta “ 
rusy from whence he fent to follicit fuccours from Pacorus. A overt J e - 
body of Parthians accordingly marched to his affiftance; but 
prefuming upon their late fucceffes, and venturing to engage 
the Romans before they joined him, they were intirely defeated. 

Upon the news of this defeat, Labienus was quickly abandoned 
by his men, who were moftly raw troops, and many of them 
entered into the fervice of Ventidius . Labienus , afterfkulking 
fome time in difguife, was taken and put to death. 
thians , notwithstanding the lofles they had fuftered, ftill at¬ 
tempted to defend Syria , by occupying the pafles of mount 
Amanus ; but being defeated there with great (laughter by Ven- 
tbiius , Pacorus retreated with great precipitation beyond the Eu¬ 
phrates with the forces that remained. 

The following fpring the Parthians again entered Syria, the 
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The 


ig Antony 
Ventidius 


the 
gained a 


complete victory over them, and flew. Pacorus their general. 
The Parthians, upon the death of Pacorus , fled in the utmoft: 
confuflon towards the Euphrates ; but a detachment of the 
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® ro f J , his tranquillity of mind, appointed Pbraates , the eldeft, but 
murdere ^ mo fl. w i c fo e d of his children, as his fucceflor, and a (turned 

J, ls 0 him even as his partner upon the throne. Pbraates no fooncr 
fhraa es. £ oun( j himfelf veiled with the fovereign authority, than he put 

to death his brothers by the daughter of Antiochns Eujebes king 
of Syria, becaufe they were of a more noble defcent than him¬ 
felf. His father highly refenting fuch inhumanity, he endea¬ 
voured to poifon him, by giving him fome juice of hemlock; 
but that proving only a medicine againft the dropfy, which grid 
had brought upon the king, he caufecl him to be frifled in his 
bed; and foon after put to death all his brothers, to the num¬ 
ber of thirty. 

As he exercifed the fame cruelty over the nobility, not fparing 
even his eldeft fon, left the Parthians fhoulcl place him on the 
attack the throne, many of the chief lords of Parthia took refuge in Syria 
Partbians. un der the protection of Antony , who was perfuaded by Monajth 

one of thefe refugees, to make war on the Parthians. The 
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Roman troops having got to the river before them, their retreat 
was cut off, and they were almoft all put to the fword, a few 
only efcaping into the dominions of the king of Comagene . This 
fignal victory was gained on the fame day of the year on which 
14 years before, the famous battle of Carrha was loft. ’ 
Or odes, upon the news of thelofs of his army and the death 
of his fon, was fo overwhelmed with grief, that for fome days 
he was unable to utter a word, and abftained from all food, 
When he recovered his fpeech, nothing at firft was heard from 
him but the name of Pacorus , his dear Pacorus. Sometimes he 
talked to him as if he had been prefent j but at other times, re¬ 
collecting that he was dead, he burft into a flood of tears, 
and was ready to lay violent hands upon himfelf. The young 
prince whom he lamented is greatly extol led by all the antients 
for his juftice, clemency, valour, and other princely qualities. 
During the Ihort time that he lived among the Syrians , he fo 
endeared himfelf to them, that they never exprefled more af¬ 
fection for any of their native fovereigns than they did for 

him. 

Ventidius , that he might not give umbrage to the jealous 
temper of Antony , did not pufh his conquefts into Mefopotam 
and Babylonia , which he might eafily have done; but marching 
into Comma gene, made war upon the king of that country, who 
had fided with the Parthians . Antony at length arriving at Com¬ 
ma gene, took the command of the army upon himfelf, and dif- 
mifled Ventidius, under pretence that he deferved a triumph, 
and ought to go to Rome to afk it of the fenate ; but really from 
a motive of jealoufy; as he thought his authority eclipfed by the 
great talents of Ventidius , who, upon his arrival at Rome , ob¬ 
tained a triumph with general applaufe, being the only Roman 
who ever triumphed over the Parthians. 

Or odes, in the mean 


Antony re- 
folves to 


Roman general was alfo preffed by his officers to revenge me 
death of Crajlus , and accordingly made great preparations (or 

invading 
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invading Parthia . To attach to his fervice, he allowed 

him the revenues of three cities fqr his maintenance, and pro¬ 
mised to place him on the throne of Parthia , on his conquering 
that country. Phraates , in the mean time, dreading the advan¬ 
ce which the enemv might receive from the counfels and au- 
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of Mona ft 


he.banifhed Parthian. Antony 
gainft Monafes , diflembled hi; 


refentment, that he might not difcourage others from re¬ 
volting; and difmiffing him with great civilities, fent am- 
balfadors with him to Pbraates , to amufe him with offers of 
peace, in hopes of attacking him unprepared. In this, how- His fa- 
ever, he was difappointed; and finding the paffes at the Eu- * ‘ 
phratcs ftrongly guarded by the Parthians 


tigumg 

march. 


Media , at the perfuafion of Artabazus king of Arme 


the Median 


Artabazus 


ever, betrayed him, and led his army over rocks and moun¬ 
tains, fo that before they had reached the frontiers of J\ 4 edia y 
they had marched upwards of 1000 miles, and the feafon for 
aftingin the field was almoft paft Antony , however, pufbed 


main 


gmes 


^ ^ 0 —- J * ^ 

leaving Statianus with 10,000 men to guard the baggage, and 
300 waggons loaded with battering rams and other military en- 

uing marches, Antony invefted Praafpa> or 
)f Media ; but without fuccefs, for want 
of battering engines. The Parthians and Medians , leaving An- 
tony engaged in the fiege, bent their march againft Statianus , 
who was defeated and flain by them, with almoft all his troops. 

Antony had endeavoured to relieve Statianus j but coming too 
late, he returned again to the fiege. As he was greatly har- 
rafled, both by the garrifon and the army without, he attempted 
to draw the Parthians to a general engagement, and in fa£t 
twice repulfed them ; but when he thought he had gained a com¬ 
plete victory, he found that he had killed only 80 of the enemy’s 

men, and taken 30 prifoners. Finding that he made no pro-He 

grefs in the fiege, and that his provifions were almoft all fpent, obliged to 
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« retreat. 

:n The Par¬ 


is 


baffy , w 

he would return the ftandards and prifoners taken at Ctoarra. 


ambafladors 


him thians bar- 


to retire unmolefted j which promife, however, he did not per- rafs the 
form; for during the retreat of the Romans , he attacked them Romans 
eighteen times with all his forces. He alfo laid feveral ambuf- in their 
cades for them; but Antony efcaped thefe, by receiving intelli- match, 
gence from the Parthian camp. Monafes forewarned him twice 
of his danger, in return for the kindnefs he received from him 
during his banifhment. The Romans , at the fame time, were 
fo diftreffed for want of provifions, that many fled over to the 
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Parthiansy who very impoliticly murdering them in fight of the 


reft, prevented others from deferring. Great numbers of^. 


mans died daily, and the diftrefs in their camp at length put a „ 
end to all difcipline ; fo that the common men began to plunder 
the rich, and to rifle their general’s baggage, and commit many 
other diforders. Antony\ being quite difpirited with his misfor- 
tunes, defired one of his freedmen to kill him ; but a Martian 
guide, who had been of great fervicc to him, coming at that 
Inftant into his tent, prevailed with him to alter his refolution 
by affuring him that he was but at a fmall diftance from the 
Jraxes. The Romans accordingly, in a few days, palfed the^nww 
when they fell down on the ground and killed it for joy, as 
the Parthians now no longer purfued them. Tho’ Antoni in 
this unfortunate expedition loft 20,000 foot and 4000 horfe, yet 
he would not now give refpite to his troops, by putting themin 
winter-quarters in Armenia ; but from his fondnefs to join Cleo¬ 
patra, he imprudently continued his march over the fnowy 
mountains, by which he loft 8000 more of his men. 

During this march, a rupture having happened between the 
Median and Parthian kings, about the divilion of the Roman 
booty, and the king of Media offering to aft as an auxiliary to 
Antony , the Roman general refolved upon a fecond expedition 
againft the Partbians, who, he heard, were ready to revolt 
againft their king, on account of his tyranny and cruelty. He 
accordingly proceeded to Syria , to make preparations for the 
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but Cleop 


Romans 


Egypt. A body of 


ifdes the king of Media , Phraates 


Phraates neral engagement. The year after, Antony 


reduces 

Media. 


nd Auguft , 
Media , but 


Medians 


Civil dif- 


Partbia. 


troops ; by which means Phraates defeated and-took the king of 
Media prifoner, and alfo reduced all Media and Armenia. 

Phraates , not long after, on account of his oppreflions and 
cruelty, was expelled by his nobility, who conferred the crown 
upon Tiridates, one of their own body; but Phraates, the year 
after, defeating his rival in a pitched battle, recovered the 


crown. 


Tiridates 


of Oftavianus, who had defeated Antony , Phraates thought pro¬ 
per alfo to fend an embaffy to him. 


Otiiavianus gave fair pro- 
mifes to both parties, but aflifted neither. He gave Tiridates 
leave to continue in Syria , and to aeft againft his rival when he 
fhould be able, accepting from him a fon of Phraates , whom he 
had made prifoner, and who was conduced to Rome, and there 
detained as an hoftage. Not long after, Tiridates again drove 
out Phraates ; but he being aflifted by the Scythians, quickly 
recovered his kingdom ; upon which Tiridates , and the leading 
men of his party, fled to Rome. Phraates , to counteract hisin- 
trigues, immediately fent an < 


mbaffy 


a 


nd defined of 

Jim'hts 
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jmiftus to fend back his fon, and to deliver up the rebels. The 
fyman emperor ftill kept a kind of neutrality, by fettling a pen- 
jion on TiridateSy and fending.back the fon of Pbraates 9 on his 
romifing to ireftore the captives and ftandards that had been 

taken from Crajfus and Antony. ; 

Pbraates deferred fulfilling his promife for fome time; bfit his The 7 ?o- 

fubje6ts ftill continuing difcontented, and Augustus arriving in man ^ art ~ 
'Syria about three years after, he then thought proper to reftore ^ ar£ b re- 
all the captives and enfigns taken from the Romans , to agree ftore d by 
to fuch terms of peace as the emperor thought fit to propofe, Par ~ 
and to give four of his fons, with their wives and children as Claris. 
hoftages for the performance of them. According to Strabo and Bef. Ch* 
Jofepbus , he parted with his fons that his difcontented fubje&s 2I * 
might have none of the race of Arfaces , of an age fit to govern, 
to l’ubftitute in his room *. 

Pbraates kept a fifth fon at hoirte, named Phraatices 9 whom; 
according to the above-mentioned authors; he had by a beautiful 
Italian woman, named Thermufa , and him he defigried for his 
fiicceffor. He had banifhed his other fons, in hopes of fecur- 
lng the quiet pofleffion of the crown ; but what he had thus 
projected proved his ruin; for Thermufa , impatient to fee her Phraatices 
fon in pofleffion of the throne, poifpned her hufband, and, declared 
upon his death, Phraatices was declared king. The Partbians, king, 
however, foon drove him into banifhment, and conferred the 
crown upon Or odes 9 who was of the royal family of Arfaces ; Or odes If. 
but he governing with great cruelty, they killed him, foon after, 
at a banquet. Upon his death, Vonones 9 one of the fons of Vonones . 
Pbraates , who, at their requeft, had been fent from Rome, was 
declared king; but he affe&ing the Roman drefs and manners; 
they ftiled him a Roman Have j and difdaining to obey him, of¬ 
fered their crown to Artabanus king of Media , who was like- Art ah anus 
wife of the race of Arfaces , and willingly accepted of the offer 
made him. A party, however, ftill adhering to Vonones , he raifed 
an army, and defeated Artabanus , who, neverthelefs, in a fecond 
engagement, gained a complete viftory, and obliged Vonones to 
fly into Armenia , from whence he in vain folicited the affiftance 
of Tiberius. Vonones afterwards retired into Syria , and lived 
for fome time at Antioch with the fplendor of a king; but was 
at length killed by a Roman foldier, becaufe he had fled from 
Pmpciopolis in Cilicia , where he had been, for a ftiOrt time, de¬ 
famed as a prifoner at large f. 

Artabanus treating the Partbians with great cruelty, many of 
the nobles entered into a confpiracy againft him, and fent pri¬ 
vately to Rome , requefting another fori of Pbraates for their 
king. As Artabanus had lately behaved with great Haughtinefs 
towards the Romans , had claimed all the countries'that had been 
pofleffed by Cyrus , and afterwards by Alexander , and had feized 
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Armenia , which he had conferred on his fon Arfacei 


Tiberius willingly 
difturbances in his kingdom, and fent Phraates , the foft of the 
f 'iridates late king of that name, to recover his father’s crown. Phraates 

fent from dying before he reached Part hi a, and the plot being difcovered 
Rome Artabanus put fome of the chiefs of the confpirators to death* 
againt!^/-- and watched the conduct of the reft very narrowly. Tiberius 


tabanus 


Tiridates r 
Artabanus 


king of Iberia and his brother invaded Armenia , took Artaxata 

ital, and procured the murder of Arjaces by one of his 
own fervants. Artabanus , on the news of the death of Ar[ace$ % 
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who 


who is 
driven 
from the 
throne. 


hazard an engagement, in which he was wounded, and his army- 
defeated. 11 


menia 


The 

and foon after totally defeated 


Artabanus , who had 


marched thither in perfon, and obliged him to abandon his own 
dominions, and to take refuge among the Carmanians and Hjr- 

canians. 

Soon after the flight of Artabanus , the Roman governor of Syria 
entered Parthia , and proclaimed Tiridates, who was imme¬ 
diately joined by a great many Parthian lords, one of whom, 
Abdagcfes , brought with him all the enfigns of royalty, and 
He is re- quickly acquired great influence with the new king. The great 
called. authority of Abdagefes difgufting many of the nobles, the Ro¬ 
man commander had no fooner returned to Syria , than they re- 

t . i r err'* • i . _ f i i • r 


Tiridates 


lifted bv the Dahee 


Driven 


The 


Mefop 


pofleflion of the crown, Tiridates firft 


out a fe- *h e tyranny of Artabanus , forced him again to quit the kingdom; 
condtime but at t ^ ie interceflion of Izates king of the Adiabenians, China - 
and again mus i whom the Parthians had declared king, voluntarily re- 

iigned, and Artabanus , who had taken refuge with Izates , was 
again reftored, after he had promifed, by a i'olemn oath, to for¬ 
give all thofe who had taken arms againft him. He, from this 
time, governed with great moderation and equity, and, after a 
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reilored. 


reign of 30 years, died, much regretted by his fubjefls, leaving 


retakes 


uviJtu 

kgcjt 
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Tt 


ardane ?, who by his father’s I aft will was appointed his fuc- 
An. Chr. ceflor, moft ungratefully made war upon Izates , becauie he 
44. would not join him againft the Romans ; and his nobles,refent- 
Gotazcs. ing his ingratitude, flew him, and raifed his brother Gelarzes 

to the throne. This is the account of Jofepbus ; but, accord¬ 
ing to Tacitus, Gotarzes and Bardanes were brothers of Artaba- 
nus, and Gotarzes was his fucceflor; but fo hated for his cru¬ 
elty, that the nobles called Bardanes to the throne. All the 

Pani/ian cities fulmilted to Bardanes , except Sekucia , which he 

was 
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obliged to befiege; but before he could reduce the place* A war 

Gotarzes arrived, at the head of a numerous army of Dahans and between 
Jhuanians, which obliged Bardanes to retire to the plains of them. 
Baftrid. Gotarzes marched thither after him j but the two bro¬ 
thers, being informed that the nobility were confpiring againft 
both of them, entered into an accommodation, Gotarzes vo¬ 
luntarily refigning the crown to Bardanes. Gotarzes , not long 
after- repenting his refignation, and being invited by many of 
the nbbility, marched from Hyrcania , at the head of a power¬ 
ful army; but was intirely defeated, at the river Charinda , by 
his brother, who reduced all the country as far as the Gindes, 
which parts the Dahans from the Arians. The glory he ac-ifa " darts 
quired in this expedition filling him with pride, which rendered murdered* 
him infupportable to his fubje&s, he Was murdered by them at 

a hunting-match. 

Upon his death, fome of the nobles declared for Gotarzes , Gotarzes . 
and others for Meherdates , the grandfon of Phraaies, Who had 
been delivered as a hoftage to Augujlus. Gotarzes , however, 
was declared king; but by his cruelties he foon difgufted a 
great part of his fubjedfs, who privately folicited the emperor 
Claudius to fend Meherdates , and to fupport his claim., Meher- Meher- 
dates foon after arriving in Syria, Caius Cajjius, the governor of * ates 
that province, conducted him acrofs the Euphrates , at the head P° rte ° 

of an army, when he was joined by Ahgarus king of Edejfa , and Claudius. 
many Parthian nobles. He was. urged by the Roman general, 
and many of the Parthian nobility, to advance with all fpeed ; 
but Ahgarus, who Was privately in the intereft of Gotarzes , de¬ 
tained him a long time, on trifling pretences, at Edejfa , and at 
iaft perfuaded him to march over the fnowy mountains of Ar¬ 
menia-. Gotarzes marched to oppofe him; but declined coming He is de- 
toan engagement, till he had prevailed with Izates king of the feated, 
Adiabenians, Ahgarus , and many others, to abandon him. Me- and put to 
krdates , tho’ deierted by his allies, rilked a battle in defpair; death, 
but, after a long and obllinate difpute, was defeated and taken 
prifoner; when Gotarzes , to exprefs his contempt for the Ro¬ 
mans, caufed his ears to be cut off'; but granted him his life, to 
fnew his clemency. Gotarzes dying not long after, was fuc- 
ceeded by Vonones , whole fhort reign was diftinguifhed by no v 
remarkable tranfaclion. _ _ nones. 

Vologcjes , the fucceflbr of Vonones, invaded Armenia in the Volozefcs. 
very beginning of his reign ; and having driven out Rhadamifius An.'Chr. 
th & Iberian, who had ufurped that crown, he conferred it on his 5 6. 
own brother Tiri dates, having before appointed his other bro¬ 
ther Pacorus king of Media. His two brothers having refigned 
the crown of Parthia to him, tho’ born of a Greek concubine, 
be thought himfelf in gratitude bound to procure a crown foP 
each of them. However, lie had no fooner left Armenia , than rs } 5e _ 

Tiri dates was driven out by the Roman general Domiiius Cor- tween him 
bulo, who conferred that kingdom on Tigranes , a Cappadocian. an j ^ 


Vologefes , being refolved to fupport bis claim to Armenia, fent a 
powerful army, under the command of Monccfes , 2gainft 

P ?. Tigranes ; 


Romans. 
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a&iyity, provided for the defence of Syria, Vologefes was eafilv 
inclined to agree to a fufpenfion of hollilities, and to fend am- 
bafladors to Roms to renew the antient alliances with the Ro¬ 
mans. Nero received the ambafladors in a very obliging man¬ 
ner ; but refufed to conclude an alliance with the Partitions un- 
lefs they renounced all pretenfions to Armenia ; which anl'werib 


Vologefi. 

and entering Armenia , 
mans in that kingdom. 
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efes, a few year 

dared VeCpaftan 


thoufand Parthian horfe. Vefpafu 
cours; but renewed all the antie 
and difmifled the 


ambafladors loaded with prefents. Vologcfi 


domeftic wars, applied himfelf to the 



from 
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uilding of a city, which 


Vologefacertai but he was prevented _.. 

finifhmg his defign. 

He was fuccceded by his fon Artabanus III. who efpoufed the 
caufe of a pretender to the Roman empire againft Vefpafm. 
That emperor, however, dillembled the affront, as the king¬ 
dom of Parthia, at this time, was in a very flourilhing condi¬ 
tion, and the Roman provinces were greatly weakened by the ir¬ 
ruption of the Alani , a Scythian nation. 

Artabanus was fucceeded by his fon Pacorus II. of whom no¬ 
thing is mentioned, but that he entered into an alliance with 
the king of the Daci, and maintained, during his whole reign, 
a ftrid; friendfhip with the Romans. 

Cofross , the brother and fuccelfor'of Pacorus , after driving out 
Oxadarcs , who had been appointed king of Armenia bv the em- 


or Trajan , placed^his eldeft fon Partbamafr. 
that kingdom. 


This 


, Trajan came, with the ut- 
id the whole province, and 
afterwards made an intire 


moft difpatch, into Armenia , reduc 
took Parihamijiris prifoner. He 

conqueft of Msfopotamia , and formed it into a Roman province; 
on which account the furnanies of Annenicus and Partmcus were 
given him by the Roman fenate. 


The 
ful army. 
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ng 
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He was 


Trajan met with 
twice or thrice repulfed in attempting to ford it; but at length 
pahed it on a bridge of boats 3 though not without great lofs 
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Arhela 
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Cofroes, in the mean time, marched into Mcfop 


d<ta, and 
M\ria, 


communication 


Roman army and Syria. As the inhabitants of many of the 
rities declared for him, and drove out the Roman garrifons, 
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fome new reinforcements from the main army, 
oral advantages over the Parthians* and recovered Ni 


cl 

jib 


form 


who con- 


of Parthia , 


id {hewn a1 
making his 


ppointed Parthanafpates, a c own of 

_ } -iment to the Romans , king Parthia 

dominions, however, tributary to on Par - 


jRs/w. The Parthians continued but a very fhort time in this tbanafp 
{fate of fubjedtion; for they no fooner heard of the death of tes. 

Trajan , than they drove out Parthanafpates , and recalled Cof- Adrian 
ms , who had taken refuge in Hyrcania . Adrian , the fucceffor makes the 
of Trajan , not thinking it for the advantage of the Roman ftate Euphrates 
to extend its conquefts beyond the Euphrates, made that river the boua- 
the eaftern boundary of their empire, withdrew his garrifons dary of* 
from Mefopotamia , and, to fhew his defire of living on terms of the em- 
friendfhip with the Parthians, difmified their prifoners without pire. 
ranfom. Cofroes in return, during _the remainder of his reign. An. Chr, 

fhewed himfelf always re " 
and allies. 


131 


Cofroes was fucceeded by his eldeft fon Vohrefe 

• . t A1 • 1 1 • Tl /T 1 * 1 • 1 O-' 
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was then fubjedt to the Parthians . Vslogefe 


Media 


Ar 


om 


to the fword, he entered Syria , defeated the Roman governor, 
and advanced to the neighbourhood of Antioch. The Parthians , 
not long after, were driven out of Syr/tf by the emperor Verus, 
who ordered Statius Prifcus to invade Armenia, and Caffius ,with The Rn.~ 
Martins Verus, to enter the Parthian territories. Tho’ Volo- wa wgaii> . 
gefes had an army of 400,000 men under his command, Cajfius a re at ad- 
neverthelefs reduced, in the fpace of four years, all the pro- vanutv.es 
vinces formerly conquered by Trajan, and plundered and burnt over 
the famous cities of Babylon and Qtefiphon , with the ftately pa¬ 
laces of the Parthian moharchs. An epidemical ficknefs, how* 


ever. 


vailing among 
of them, Cafjit 


Philofoph 


* Spart. in Tpijan. 


Sext. Ruf. in breviar. 

Pa 

% 
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He agrees Syria foon after, Vologefes, rather than continue the war with 
to hold the Romans , offered to hold his territories of the emperor, 

who granted him a peace upon thefe terms, which death pre¬ 
vented him from long enjoying. 


his king¬ 
dom of 
the Ro- 


Upon his death, Vclogejes m. me ion 01 ms orocner, was 
raifed to the throne. As Vologefes lided with Niger , the compe- 
Vologf/es titor of Severus , that emperor, in refentment, had no fooner 


mans. 


Ill, 


conquered his rival, than he invaded Parthia , and, after a long 
and bloody liege, made himfelf mailer of Ctefiphon. He was 
not, however, able to keep his conquells j and had no fooner 


retired, than 


_efes recovered all the provinces he had re- 
Mejopotamia. Upo 


Artabanus the king’s brother revolted ; and before Valogefe 
put an end to the war, he was cut off by death. ' 
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Art a lanus Artab anus 


IV. 


throne; and foon after received an embally from the emperorCa- 
racalla , who defired his daughter in marriage, to which he wil¬ 
lingly confented. The emperor declaring that’he was comingto 
folemnize the nuptials, Artabanus went with a large body of his 
nobility to meet him ; but he no fooner approached the Romany 
than they fell upon his retinue, and put them almoft all to the 
fword. Artabanus , who with great difficulty had efcaped, im¬ 


mediately 


Parthia 


An cbfli- 

nate en¬ 
gagement 

t>er< < en 


ieen murdered before his arrival, Macrintis, 
his lucceffor, marched againfl: the Parth'tans , and a moft defpe- 
rate engagement enfued, which was contended for two days, 
without either fide being able to decide the vi£lory. Macrinus 
the Par- finding the Parthians refolved to renew the fi 
ihians and of the death of Caracalla , and propofed an alliance ; which was 
Remans agreed to by the king, on condition that all the prifoners taken 

by Caracalla Ihould be rellored, and a large fum of money paid 
him, to defray the expences of the war. 

Artabanus , in the aefperate engagement with the Romo ns in 
Syria , loll the flower of his army ; which encouraged the Per- 
sans to revolt, under the conduct of Artaxerxes, a perfon of 
mean defeent, but of great courage and experience in war. 
Upon the news of the revolt, Artabanus marched, with the 
whole llrength of his kingdom, to fupprefs it; and coming up 


The Per- 

fia 's re¬ 
volt, and 
recover 
the fu- 
preme 
power. 

An. Chr. 

229. 


the Perfians, a battle enfued, which is faid to have been 
renewed, with the greatell obllinacy, for three days fucceffively, 
and to have ended in the total ruin of the Parthian army. Ar¬ 
tabanus himfelf was taken, and put to death ; and in the confe- 
quence of the battle the Parthians loll the fupreme dominion in 
thof: parts, which was again transferred to the Per fans, who, 
fince the revolt of Arfaces, had been tributary to thofe who 
Jiad formerly been fobje£l to them. The race of Arfi 


than a century afterwards. 


Armenia 


•S ECTf; 
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SECT. VI. 


229 


Claims all 


tflg Utftory of the Persians, from their recovering the empire 
from the Parthians, to their being fubdued by the Arabs. 

aK TAXE R XE S , or Artaxares , the reftorer of the fu- ■ 

/j preme dominion to the Perfians , was, according to Aga- 
fbias , a private perfon of a fpurious birth; but accord¬ 
ing to the oriental hiftorians, was legitimately defcended from 
2 royal line, which fome time before had fallen into obfcurity. 

Having, from his youth, addicted himfelf to a military life, he 
foon diftinguifhed himfelf by his activity and great abilities ; fo 
that the Perfians were ealily perfuaded by him to a general re¬ 
volt. Upon the defeat of tne Parthian army and the death of 
Artobanus , he affumed the double diadem and the proud title 
of king of kings . 

Not contented with reftoring the fupreme power to the Per- 
f m s. he formed a defign of reuniting to their empire all the U1C F ,U - 
provinces formerly fubje<ft to the Perfian kings. He accord- v ‘ nccs . 
ingly fent to the governors of the Roman provinces on his fron- ff antient 

tiers, ordering them to quit Syria and Afia Minor ; which coun- “ er ( tan 
tries, he faid, unquestionably belonged tohim as the fiicceffor em P ae * 
of the great Cyrus . Alexander Severus 9 who at this time was 
emperor of Rome , being but a very youth, and averfe to war, 
hoped to awe the Perfian king by writing to him in a peremp¬ 
tory ftile, and threatning him with the refentment of the Ro¬ 
mans if he fhould violate the peace *. Artaxerxes paid no re¬ 
gard to thefe letters ; but entered the Roman territories with a 
powerful army, which obliged Alexander , much againft his in¬ 
clination, to leave Rome and march againft him. The Perfian 
king did not abate of his pretenfions upon the approach of tl 
Roman emperor ; but on the contrary, chofe 400 perfons of ex¬ 
traordinary ftature and great ftrength, and having furniftied 
them with rich habits anu fine horfes, fent them as ambafiadors 
or heralds to the Roman camp, ordering them to addrefs Alex¬ 
ander in the following terms The great king Artaxares com¬ 
mands the Romans and their prince to depart out of all Syria and 


the 


Minor 5 and to ref 
fide the JE gean and Pontic fas, as of right defending to them from 
their ancefors. 

Alexander , tho* a prince of the mildeft difpofition, was, how¬ 


ever, fo irritated with the 
that he fent them 


haughty 
:rs to P 


Lampridius 


Mefop 


meflage of thefe heralds, 
hrygia, where he affigned 

The 


* Agath. Scholaft. hift. 

P 4 out 



< 


<ne> 

# * 

The em- 

♦ 

yexox Alex¬ 
ander 

gains 
great ad¬ 
vantages 
over the 
Persians. 
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put the whole expedition, gained a vi&ory over the Perfiam iti 
the plains where Crajfus had been Formerly defeated, cut iti 
pieces an army of 120,000 horfe, made many prifoners, killed 200 

* t \ . 1 . 1 _ ^ _ ___ i. 1 —: _ 


a 1 

iti 


which 


and Perfians. Herodian 


of the P; 


Art ax arcs troops 
recovers covere 
the loft tation 
provinces. He 
Sapor. Schabc 
An. Ch. of a h 
242. the Pi 
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left us a quite contradictory account of this expedition. He 
fays, that Alexander , after he had gained a victory over the Per- 
fans , and-driven them with great lofs into their own dominions, 
refolved to penetrate into their country; but imprudently di- 
viding_his army into three feparate bodies, the Perfians entirely 
cut oft one of them ; which fo difheaite'ned the emperor, that 
he returned to Antioch , his conduct being much cenfured by his 

jrfj'tCldCClYCS t’T'Art fKprlnn-jrtnrp nr flip 7? ziw/ 7 nr f/v«« _• 
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covered what he had loft; and after reigning with much repu¬ 
tation, died in peace in the i ;th year of his reign. ' ‘ 

r -r f • ill 1 • / r n 1 .y T\ /• 1< . 


our. 


Th 


Sapor , by the Perfians 


He 


ports an agan 
u fur per meat 
againft the ror. 


of a haughty, infolent, and cruel difpofition ; but according to 
the Perfian historians, he was generous and magnificent, but a 
ftri<£t lover of juftice.' We are told, that he countenanced one 
Cyriades , the fon of an eminent Roman commander of that 
name, who after robbing his father, had fled into his dominions, 
from whence he made frequent incurfions into the Roman ter¬ 
ritories. His fuccefles encouraged Sapor to march in perfon 


The young G 


affumed 


cmperor 


Pcrfit 


per 


in Mefopotamia. While he was preparing to pufh 
he was murdered by the treachery of the captair 
named Philip , who affumed the title of emp 


ifliimed the title of emperor, and con- 
Sapor , to whom he yielded up Mefopota- 
on after, Philip, being informed that the 


Roman fenate diihpproved of his conduct, reconquered thefe 
provinces without regarding his former treaty ; and leaving a 
good b: dy of troops to fecure the frontiers, he fet out for Italy. 
Upon his departure, Cyriades and Sapor renewed their incur¬ 
sions ; and the former became fo powerful, that he was treated 
in all refpeHs as an emperor. Valerian , in the mean time, 
fucceed<?d to the Roman empire j and as Sapor continued to ha- 
fafs the' eaftern provinces, he marched thither to oppofehim. 
Upon his approach, the troops of Cyriades put him to death, and 


Yaltes the 
emperor" 

Valerian 

prifoner. 


him 


Perfn 


Perfu 


Edefa 


Sapor, upon this victory, gained a great fuperiority in the 
eafl:; but as he treated the people in an opprelfive and tyranni¬ 
cal manner, they took arms, firfl under the command of Cal- 
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fl* 


inanity to 
him. 
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I'ks and afterwards under Odenatus prince of Palmyra, whp 
yas fo iixccefsful as to gain a compleat vi&ory over Sapor , and 
'blJo-e him to retire into his own dominions with the lofs of 
nart^of his baggage and all his concubines. Sapor , in his re¬ 
treat is laid to have ufed the bodies of his unfortunate prifoners 
to fill up the hollow roads that lay in his ’way. He is faid to have 
treated the emperor Valerian with great indignity, to have fet His inhij- 
jjj s foot on his neck when he mounted his horfe, and to have 
caufed him, after feveral years confinement,' to be flayed alive, 

Oicnaius being inverted with the title of prefident over the Ro- 
, rM provinces in the eaft, attacked the Perfians in their own 
territories, and twice advanced as far as the city of Ctefiphori. 

After his death, his wife, the celebrated Zenobia , fuccefsfully 
oppcfed the Perfians j but having affirmed the title of emprefs, 
jhe drew upon herfelf the refentment of the emperor Aurelian , 
who put an end to her dominions, and took her prifoner. An - 
nllon, in this expedition, gained feme advantages over Sapor, 
who died foon after in the $ift year of his reign.- 

Sopor was fucceeded by his fon Hormifdas , who was named Hormifdau 
Honnouz by the Perfian hiftorians. He was greatly celebrated An.' On 
for his generous difpofition ; but his reign, which lafted only 273. 
a year and fen days, was diftinguifhed by no remarkable tranf- 

adion, 

Varanes , called by the Perftans Baharam , fucceeded his father Varanfs I, 
Hmmjdas. He is • commended as an excellent prince, who 
earnelily fought the welfare of his people. After he had reign¬ 
ed three years and three months, he was bafely murdered by 
one of his ltinfmen, while he was endeavouring to appeafe a 
tumult in his capital. 

He was fucceeded by his fon Varanes , or Baharam II. who VarattesU . 
diverted from a defign of invading the Roman territories, An. Ch. 
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was 



by the news that the emperor Probus was advancing into the 
eaft.' The fame of that emperor’s military exploits havin 
reached him, he ordered Narfes , his general in Armenia , to fen 
ambafladors with prefents to him, artd to treat of peace. Probus 
refufed the prefents of Varanes , and returned, the following haughty 
anfwer, “ That all that the king of Perfta poflefled was his: that 
“ he wondered he could fend him fuch trifles, wherefore he had 
“ fent them back, knowing well how to have all that he pof- 
ft felled when the Romans ffiould defire it.” He, however, con¬ 
cluded a peace, which Varanes not long after had fome inten¬ 
tion of violating j but was prevented by domeftic feditions raid¬ 
ed by his difeontented nobles. Car us, thefucceflbr of Probus , 
invaded Mefopotamia, and advanced into the Perfian territories, 
even beyond Ctefiphon ; but being murdered, as is fuppofed by 
■dper the captain of his guards, the Roman army returned to 
Europe, fully perfuaded that fate had affigned the city of Cteji- 
pnon as the boundary of their empire. Upon their departure. 
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Varanes again thought of invading the eaftern provinces; bu 
Diocleftan , who had ilain Aper, and was declared emperor, en 
tering Armenia at the head of a powerful army, fo awed } a 
ranee , that he did not attempt any thing againft the Rom 


an i 


Varanes 

III. 


Nevfes. 


Varanes ,. according to the oriental hiftorians, governed wit! 
fuch aufterity, haughtinefs, and cruelty, that he was furnamei 
by his fubje&s the anjuji. Upon a warm and loyal remon 
ftrance from the magi, however, he altered his conduft in thi 
latter part of his reign, which is faid to have lafted 17 years. 

His fon and fucceflbr Varanes III. according to the Grit, 
writers, reigned only four months, but according to the eafteri 
hiftorians, 13 years and four months. None of the tranfa&ion: 
of his reign are preferved to us. 

He was fucceeded by his brother Narfes, or Narji, a prince 


AnCh of an excellent character and great fpirit. The Roman empirt 

was at this time fo enfeebled by the incurfions of the barba- 


292 


rous northern nations 
partner on the throne 


s, that Diocleftan had not only taken; 
, but had alio chofen two Cafars, each 
of whom had the command of an army to defend the frontiers 
Narfes thought the opportunity favourable for the recovery 01 
the Pcrfan territories poflefled by the Romans , and accordingly 
invaded Mcfopotamia , where his army met with confiderable 


Thevari- fuccefs. Diocleftan , in the mean time, fent an army againf 


©usfuccefs him under the command of Galerius , one of the Ca 



whe 


of his arm? was fo fortunate as to gain two fuccefsful vi&ories over the 
ag .i :ft the Perfians . Narfes , tho’ obliged to retreat, ftill watched the mo- 
Romans . tions of the enemy, in hopes of furprifing them ; and at length 

fucceeded, when he gained fo compleat a vi(Story, that very 
few of the Romans eleaped. As Galerius , by his forwardnels 
and prefumption, had drawn this difgrace upon himfelf, Dio- 
clef an, upon his return, would hardly deign to fpeak to him 
At length, however, by his humble felicitations, he obtained 
the command of another army, and returning againft the Per- 
fans , imitated the conduct of Narfes , by joining prudence tc 
fortitude. Narfes , foon after, was in his turn furprifed, and 
totally defeated ; lofmg not only his baggage, treafure, and 

but likewife his fifters, his queen, his concubines, and 

As Diocleftan foon after joined the vi&orious 
Romans , Narfes found it impoflible to make head againft his 
enemies, and was obliged to give up five of his provinces tc 
releafe his queen and obtain a peace. His fifters, his concu¬ 
bines, and the other prifoners of quality, were led as captives 
at the emperor’s triumph j which fo affected Narfes , that ’tis 
faid he died of grief, after he had reigned, not quite 8 years, ac¬ 
cording to the Byzantine hiftorians, but nine years, according tc 


papers, 
his children. 


the eaftern writers. 


K 


orrntz- 


Hormizdas , or Hormouz , the fon and fucceflbr of Narfes , if 
das II. commended by the eaftern hiftorians as a wife and active prince 
An. Lh. He diftinguifhed himfelf chiefly by his attention to the peace- 
301. able arts of government. He reprefled the infolence of his no¬ 
bles, publifiacd l'everal laws for the protect ion of his poorer fub- 

r jefls. 
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. « the encouragement of trade, and bu 
different parts of his dominions (a). He rei* 
f i at his death left his queen big with child. 
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The 


aring (he was with child or a hoy, tne nobility placed tne 
oval crown upon her belly, and fwore allegiance to her fon, 

Lho at his birth, was named Sapor, or Schabour. 

■ During the nonage of Sapor, Perjta fuffered greatly from the Sapor II. 

• rfions Q f t he Arabs ; but the king no fooner attained to the An. Chr. 

' u ,hich aualified him for martial exploits, than he railed an 309. 

age vvuivit n 1 . t .1 _ /•'%/• 


age 


prifoner. Sapor, in imitation of Artaxerxes , formed Ihe defign 
of uniting all the territories of the antient Perftan kings under 
his obedience; but not daring openly to oppofe the Roman 
power, he encouraged the barbarians on the frontiers of the 
Roman provinces to ravage and harrafs them : he increafed his 
revenues, by encouraging induftry and trade among his 


of Arabia 


3°9 


iubjefts, and was 


encouraging 
was careful 


to reftore the 


•aae among ms 
difeipline of his 


troops 


Though the eunuch who had the care of his infant years was Perfecute* 
fecretly a ebriftian, and may be fuppofed to have imprefled his the Chrif- 
rnind with favourable fentiments of that religion, he neverthe- tians. 
jefs profefled a zealous attachment to the antient Perfee religion, 
and, at the inftigation of the magi and the Jeivs, cruelly per¬ 
fected the Chriftians, whom he accufed of being the favourers 
of the ejnperor Conftantine *, Sapor himfelf profefled to culti¬ 
vate the friendfhip of Conftantine , and with that view fent an 
embafly to Conftantinople ; but defired his ambafladors to en- 
ouire privately into the ftrength of the Romans , and to buy 

The emoeror, tho* informed of the 


quire privately into the 
up a quantity of arms. 


king of Perfia in favour 


them very 


afterwards 


ians, who 


\ I * J * 

with lefs feverity 


* Soxompn. hift. 1 . ii. Eufeb. in vit. Conftant. 
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(a) He particularly built the (b) According to the oriental 
city of Hormouz , or Ormuz,, on writers. Sapor , probably on fome 
the coal! of Caramania, which other occafion, went in perfon to 
quickly became a place of great Conftantinople in the character of 
trade; but as the inhabitants were one of his own ambafladors; lo 
pften pillaged by fome of their defirous was he of being tho- 
neighbours, they tranfplanted roughly acquainted with the ftate 
themfelves to an ifland in the of the Roman empire. He was 
Perjian gulph, and there built a there imprifoned upon fufpicion ; 
city, to which they gave the name but procured his liberty by the af- 
pf the other, which they had fiftance of a lady of the court, who 
abandoned. This city, in after- fled with him to Media, where he 
ages, was conquered by the For- raifed an army, with which he dc- 
t'tfM/f. • feated the Romms. 
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Sapor, however, fiot many years after, fent a letter, or rather 
a manifefto, by his ambafladors to Conjlantinople , claiming a n 
the dominions antiently belonging to the Perftan kings, and af¬ 
firming that the river Strymon was the legal boundary of his em' 
pire. Confiantine returned him an anfwer full of dignity and 
refolution, and the following fpring began his march to defend 
the eaftern provinces; but dying foon after. Sapor took advan- 
tage of the diforders which happened in the empire upon hi s 
death, and annexed feveral of the Roman provinces to his own 
dominions. Tho’ the Romans were frequently worfted in the 
field, yet they were greatly fuperior to the Perfians in the art of 
defending towns. Sapor often attempted to wreft Nijibis from 
them ; but his utmoft efforts always proved fruitlefs, and he 
was feveral times obliged to raife the fiege of it with great lofs. 
The emperor Conjians conducted his troops in the held with 
the greateft eircumfpe&ion ; but was neverthelefs furprizedat 
Singara , in the night, by Sapor. The Perfians, in the begin, 
ning of the engagement, gained fome advantages; but after 
the Romans had recollected themfelves, they were repulfed 
with lofs. Sapor’s fon being left among the {lain. Both 
parties, foon after, left the care of the war to their generals: 

X i n . 11* • n .1 . 1 • A ' 


Sapor turned his arms 
frontiers, in which exp' 
than againft the Romans. 


; was much mor< 

• m « 

Conjians , offering 


'opotamta 


up 
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of the antient Perfn 
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mentioning his claim to all 
The Roman emperor re- 


at Ctejipho 
without c< 
About 


thofe 


Antoninus 


Roman 


rank and credit, having been ill ufed by the emperor’s fa¬ 
vourites, fled to Sapor , who received him with great joy, 
and admitted him into hip higheft confidence. By his 


Sapor 


tories, as he was informed by him, that the emperor had recal- 

commandofhis 

Sabinian. Saptr y 
at the Euphrates) 


•led a general of great capacity, and given the 


reinftated 


luunu uic luriiici gcucidi again icuuuiicu u i jus uiujujiuj 

the banks of the river fo ftrongly guarded, that inftead of gaf¬ 
fing the river, he was obliged to undertake the fiege of Amk. 


In the neighbourhood of this city he took feveiral ftrong caftles 
and in one of them a confiderable number of Chriftian virgins, 
who had dedicated themfelves to the feivice of God. Thelehc 
treated not only with humanity, but with great politenefs. 
llt After a fiege of 73 days, which it is faid coft him 30,000 men, 

tlie city of Sapor took Amida by ftorm, when he caufed the principal om- 
Ami da by cers of the garrifon to be hanged, fent tl^e " r, ' VQfp men lllt0 


He takes 


ftorm. 


fla 
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\e%abda, he left a garrifon in that place. Soon after 


«., em and deftroyed the place *. He afterwards took 
p in MefoWamta, and ruined it, and making 

Ihifemperor in perfon palled the Euphrates? <u*u i«iu utgt 
VJa : but the rainy feafon coming on, he was obliged to 

abandon the fiege, and return to Syria, where he wintered. 

* +\*p following- forinff. drew together his troops, and 


Sapor 


Euphrates 


but finding Conjlans in a condition to oppofe him, he prudently 
declined a&ing offenfively, and after putting ftrong garrifons 
into his frontier places, retired with the remainder of his forces. 
C m ft a ns, perceiving that the war was thus fufpended, likewife 
ordered his frontier places to be ftrongly garritoned, and began 
his march againft Julian, who had affirmed the title of Augujlus . 
The emperor dying in his march, Julian was raifed to be abfo- 
lute lord of the Roman empire. Being a very martial prince, 

and finding himfelf at the head of a powerful army, he refolved 

" ** ns : and in this defiern he 


Per ft 


was 


Seconded with great ardour by his troops, by whom he was 


greatly beloved 


gulated his conduct by his advice 


id the Perfian territories ; and Perfta in- 
Perfian nobleman, named Hormifdas, he re- vaded by 


Perfi 


This 


making 
which 
Gtefiph 


peror Ju 


ftrong garrifon; fo that Julian foon began 


of making himfelf matter of it, efpecially as his troops were alfo 

harraffed by a Perfian army that had come to the relief 


of the city, 
which he had 
another Pcrfu 


fleet 


Tig, 


but 


country 


furnifhed them 


felves with twenty days provifions each, the fleet was fet on fire ; 
but while it was yet burning, the emperor was convinced he 
was betrayed, and ordered the nobleman and his fervants to be 
put to the torture. The nobleman had fled, and his fervants 
confelfed, that they were fent to miflead him. Julian, never- y„r; 


nguifh the 


an is 


him 


a peace 


t>y his enemies. After he had marched three or four days, his concluded* 
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encounters that happened between the two armies, he himfelf 
tvas fiain by an arrow. Sapor 


death of 


Julian, made offers of peace to Jovian his fucceflor, _ 

readily agreed to, and in four days a treaty was concluded; when 
tbe five provinces in difpute were for ever yielded to the Perfians,. 
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together with the ftrong fortrefs of Niftbis» The Romans fulfil; 
led the treaty with great reludtance, tho’ the remains of their 
army, which were hardly a tenth part of their former number 
undoubtedly owed their fafety to the peace *i . ’ 

Sapor having thus enlarged and fecured his weftern frontiers 
marched with his forces towards Tartary and India, where he 
made feveral fuccefsful campaigns* and extended the bounds of 
his empire. Upon the death of Jovian, Sapor again invaded the 
Roman territories, in dire£l violation of the treaty fubfiftingbe- 


and India, tween the two empires* according to the Latin writers, parti- 

cuiarly Ammianus Marcellinus , who had ferved under Julian in 
the war again# the Perjians. Sapor at firft met with great fuc- 
cefs in Armenia , having flain Arfaces^ who then reigned in that, 
country ; but before he could reduce the capital, a Roman army 
arrived, under the command of Arinthius * and obliged him to 
abandon part of his conquefts* As he was very anxious to en¬ 
large his territories on this fide, he about this time transferred 
his imperial feat to Ctefiphon, the old capital of the Parthian em¬ 
pire.. Sapor lived fome years after, and died in the beginning of 
the reign of Gratian , in the 70th, or according to fome* in the 
7 2d year of his life and reigri. 

Artaxerxes To Sapor fucceeded Artaxerxes , who, according to the Eu- 
JI. ropean hiftorians, maintained the peace with the Romans , and 

An. Chr. governed the Perjian dominions quietly four years. According 
380. to the eaftern hiftorians, this Artaxerxes, whom they name Ard- 

Jhir , was a relation of the late king, and alfumed the govern¬ 
ment at lirft only as tutor or protestor to the fon of Sapor , dur¬ 
ing his minority. He governed Perfia * according to them, 12 
years. 

Sopor III. Sapor , or Scbahour III. reigned only five years four months} 
An. Chr. and being of a pacific difpontion, hejcultivated a ftriift friend- 

3^v 

Varanes 

IV. 


Jfhip with the emperor Theodoftus the Great. 

r aranes IV. or Baharam , was the fon and fuccellbr of Sapor 

HI. 



As he had been governor of the province of Kerman , or 
Carmania in his father’s life-time, he affumed the title of Ker- 
man-Shatv , which the Greek writers converted into the fur- 
name of Cermanfa. He reigned eleven years; during which 
time he ftricily obferved the peace with the Romans . Accord-* 
ing to the eaftern writers, he was murdered while he was 
endeavouring to appeafe fome of his mutinous fubje£ts. 

IfHgertes. Varanes was fucceeded by his fon Ifdigertes, or Ifdcgerd, who 
An. Chr. is reprefented by the eaftern writers as an avaricious, defpotic, 

and cruel prince. But as he kept a very ftri£t hand over the 
magi, and tolerated the Chriflian religion in his dominions, we 
have great reafon to fufpeet that his chara£ier has been injured 
thro’ the malice of the magi, eipecially as the Latin writers 
praife him for his many virtues. They even mention acircum- 
ftance which juftifies the many encomiums they beftow upon 
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’ ‘m The emperor Arcadi us, with whom he always livecl on 
terms of peace and friendship, had fuch an opinion of his vir- 
t e that at his death he declared him protestor of his fon Theo- 
dJus and of the Roman empire, ifiigertes accepted of the 
charge; and fending one of his eunuchs, named Antiochus, a 
perfon of great wifdom and experience, to take care of his pu¬ 
pil’s education, he declared to the fenate of Conjlantinople , that 
he would ufe the whole force of the Perftan monarchy in de¬ 
fence of the Roman empire. As the young Theodofius grew up, 
the ties offriendfhip became ftronger between the two empires* 
and peace fubfifted between them during the whole reign of If- 
drnrtes , which lafted 21 years. 

Varanes , or Baharam V. Succeeded his father Ifdigertes. Ac- VaranesV. 
cording to the eaftern writers, many of the children of Ifdi- An. Chr. 
nrtes had died within a month after their birth j on which ac- ^ 2 \. ' 
count, Varanes , when an infant, was fent into an Arabian pro¬ 
vince famous for its fine air, where he was educated under the 
care of an Arab prince. As he was abfent at his father’s 
death, the Perfians , who were in general difcontented, confer¬ 
red the crown on a nobleman, named Kerfa , who was acknow- 
legedhy the greateft part of the provinces of the empire. Va- 
ranes who, by the great care that had been taken of his educa¬ 
tion, had become a moft accomplifhed prince, marched at the 
head of an Arabian army, to recover the crown of his forefa¬ 
thers. When both armies approached each other, he propofed An in- 
an expedient to decide the difpute without much bloodmed, and ftance of 
by his advice it was agreed to place the crown of Perfia on a courage, 
cufhion between two hungry lions, and that the perfon who 
would fetch it fhould wear it. Kerfa declining the enterprize, 

Varanes attacked and flew both the lions; and taking up the 
crown, was immediately acknowleged as king by Kerfa, and 
the reft of the nobility. Varanes had not long enjoyed the 
throne, when the imprudent zeal of Abdas bifhop of Perfia drew 
a fcvere perfecution upon the Chriftians in that kingdom. Ab- He perfe¬ 
ct, not thinking it enough to enjoy his own religion in quiet, cutes the 
burnt a fire-temple to the ground ; which fo incenfed the peo- Chriftians, 
pie, that Varanes, much againfthis own inclination, was obliged 
to put Abdas to death, ana to punifh thofe who profefled Chris¬ 
tianity. As many of the perl'ecuted Chriftians fled into the 
Roman territories, a rupture foon enfued between the two em¬ 
pires. The Romans, under the condudt of Ardaburius , invaded A war be- 
Azazer.e , a Perfian province, and defeated a body of their troops tween him 
under Narfes ; who foon after aflembled a powerful army, and and the 
invaded Mesopotamia, which obliged the Roman general to Romans. 
march to the relief of that province. 

The Saracen captain Alamundarus, at the inftigation of Va~ 
ranes , broke into Syria with a moft numerous army, and made 
a moft rapid prog re 1's in that country ; but his troops plunder¬ 
ing, and maltreating the inhabitants in a moft licentious man¬ 
ner, they were lb exafperated, that great numbers of them 

* * M t • • 

jomea 




joined t£re Rpman army; and falling upon the Saracens in their 
march, flew abqve 100,000 of them, and obliged the reft tore- 
tire. The Ronians, about the fame time, laying clofe fiege to 
Nijibis, Varanes immediately affembled a moll numerous army 
in which he had a great many elephants, and marched to the 
relief of the place in perfon. The Romans hearing of the pro¬ 
digious army he was conducting againft them, raifed the fiege 
before his arrival; which gave Varanes fuch an opinion of his 
Superiority, that he left the conduct of the war to his generals 
and returned to his capital* The Romans, upon his departure^ 
recovered their fpirits, and totally defeated the Perjians. They 
alfo repulfed the Saracens a fecona time, and gained feveral other 
advantages over the Perjians ; but by the prudence of Varanes , 
who kept his magazines on the frontiers always fupplied, and 
lent continual recruits to his armies, the Perjians found them’ 
felves better able to bear their defeats than the Romans to fup- 
port their victories. The emperor Theodofius , fully ferifible of 
this, ordered his general to propofe terms of peace. He ac¬ 
cordingly fent a meflenger to the Perfian camp j but before Va¬ 
ranes granted him an audience, he made ah attempt upon the 
Roman camp, in hopes of gaining fuch an advantage as would 
A peace Entitle him to better terms from the Romans . The Perjian band 
Concluded. w j 1Q un( ] er took the aflault being repulfed with great lols, a peace 

was foon after concluded between the two empires, when Farms 
promifed to put an end to the feverities exercifed againft the Chrif- 
tians. The following circumftance, much to the honour of 
the Chriftian clergy, greatly contributed to the re-eftablilh- 
ment of peace. When the Romans , in the beginning of the 
war, ravaged the province of Azazene , they conducted 7000 
Perjian prifoners to Ami da, where they were expofed to great 
want and mifery. Acafes, the bifhop of that place, aflembling 
his clergy, and reprefenting to them, that as the Almighty pre¬ 
ferred mercy to facrifice, he certainly would be better pleafed 
with the relief of thefe miferable objedrs than with beingferved 
in gold and filver veftels in their churches. The clergy, fen- 
fible of the juftnefs of his reprefentation, fold all the confecrated 
veftels, and having maintained the Perfians during the war, fent 
the whole 7000 home at the conclufion of the peace 5 which acl 
of charity lb aftonifhed Varanes, that he invited the bifhop to 
his capital, and, at his requeft, conferred many favours upon 
the Chriftians. 


pff j n _ Beftdes thefe tranfaCbions mentioned by the Latin writers, the 

vaded bv ea ^ em hiftorians relate, that the khacan or fovereign of the 

the Turks TzrrA-j- on the north-eaft of Perjia, hearing that the Perfians , 

“ * who had been eafed of many taxes by Varanes , fpent their 


who are 


, ipent 

1 Perjia 


with gt eat 
lofs. 


drivenout ^ me c ^ e %' m dilfipation and merriment, invaded Perfia with 

an army of 300,000 men. Varanes, not being able to oppoie 
the invaders, abandoned his kingdom at the head of 1000 chofen 
horfe: but palling quite round the Cafpian fea, he came foon 
after upon the back of the enemy, and entering their camp 1® 


Cafpian fea, he came foon 
nef entering their camp 1® 

m 
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the night, flew the khacan, and afterwards totally routed his ar¬ 
my*. Narftj the brother of Varanes , having governed the king¬ 
dom with great prudence during the abfence of the king, Varanes 
flill left the adminiftration to him, and travelled* in the habit 
of a private perfon, to the court of an Indian prince, where he 

dtftinguifhed himfelf fo much by his bravery, that he was fir ft 
appointed his general, and afterwards his vizir; the king alfo 

"iving him his daughter in marriage, with an immenfe 'fortune; 

'aranes, not long after, difcovered himfelf to the Indian two- 
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Perfu 


Narft 
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Romeftan , or the territories of the Roman empire; 


and he himfelf invaded Arabia , where he reduced the kingdom 
of Yemen. After reigning 20 years he died; beloved and ho¬ 
noured by his fubjedts. 

Varanes VI. or, as he is named by fome, ifdigeries , fucceeded 
his father Varanes V. We have no account of any of his tranf- 
aftions in the Greek hiftoriaiis. The eaftern writers give him 
the character of a great lawgiver, and of a wife and moderate 
prince. They alfo mention that he invaded the Roman terri¬ 
tories, and behaved with fo great moderation, that the Roman 
emperor, fearing left his fubjefts fhould become attached to him, 
offered to pay the arrears of the tribute, if he would withdraw 
his troops, which he accordingly did. 

Hormuz , the fecond fon of Ifdigeries , by his father’s defire, PerAes. 
fucceeded him on the throne; but after he had reigned one year. An Chr 
he was expelled and put to death by his elder brother Ferouz. 
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yet he ingratefully invaded their country at the head of a nume- 
rmis army 5 but having imprudently fuffered himfelf to be cut 
olt from receiving any provifions, he was obliged to fue for 
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Huns 


mg that he would never again invade his territories. Perofes 
unmindful of his oath, marched a fecond time againft the 
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rare, 
reckoned 


been an excellent prince, but not of a warlike difpofi- 
the Haictbclite Hum reduce*! great part of Perfia , and rc- 



Ca-va&s* 

Au. chr. 

4 * 5 * 
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He is de 

p-ic-u 


hiftorians. 

CM or C<rraJ*s y the brother, or, as the Greek writers fav, 
the nephew of Valens y fucceeded him on the throne of Perfia. 
'He was a warlike prince, of a proud enterprizing disposition, 
which in the end rendered him no Ids formidable to hts fubjeds 
than to his enemies. Having, by his bravery and conduct, re- 
ducc J t he Huns y and obliged them to own him for their Sovereign, 
he began to oppreSs his noble** and to deprive them of many of 
their antient privileges. Being of a very diSKriute difpofition, 
he embraced the doctrines of a religious impoftor, named Maz- 
eltky and, in confequence of his advice, publithed an edift, 
declaring all the women in the empire common to all the men 
The Pcrfian nobility, not able to bear his licentioufnefs, feiza 


his 




pri fon. 


folemnly depofing him, caft him into 


An- Ciir. 
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Z&rJra&Sy by the cdlem writers named Giamajb, was 

or, according to the Greek writers, ele&ed \ 


pointed regent 
in the room oi 
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n of ereat wils 

_ utmolt induftry 

remedy thofe evils which had taken birth from his predecciWs 
wicked life uid bad conduft: but Cavadts , in the mean time, 
efieaping out of prifon, the kingdom was again thrown into the 
trtmoft confuficn. The perfon who had the charge of him, 

filling in love with his queen, granted her permiffion to vifit 
him. As fhe frequently iiaid late in the evening, the king in 
one of her vifits exchanged deaths with her, ana deceiving his 
guard by his female drefs, was fuffered, unfufpeded, to leave 

the prifon. His queen, who feigned herfelf lick for two or 
three days, gave him an opportunity of efcaping to the king of 
the Haiatbclite Huns, who entertained him fplcndidly, gave 

ige, and feme time after fent an army 
_^ ^ the affiffcmee of which he recovered 

the kingdom. # # . 

According to the Crr k writers, he impnfoned Zambadcs, ana 

deprived him cf fight ; hut according to the eaftern historians, 
he u!cJ him with yea* iv Speck A sCavades had promiiedto 
re- ay the fums expert ru by the king of the Haiathelites in hi* 
rcLorrrior, andccuid not raife the money, he a/ked a loan of 

c able fum from the emperor Anaftafius \ but was re- 
. Being ur^red for the money by tiis father-in-law, to 

racing with bifti, he committed hostilities againft w 
ami made z:i inuprion hit o Armenia* where he raued 


rfia 


1 _ 


arge co.itnbu 


ftonn. 



of 'the world. 
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Upon the news of this invasion, the emperor 


ttj 



ces of his empire were invaded by die Huns \ 
which obliged him to return with his whole army into Perjia v 
The king foon drove out thofe barbarians; but while he was* 
thus employed, the Romans gained the fuperiority In Armenia*■ 
and recovered Ami da. Some time after, a truce for {even vears 



being concluded Detween the Remans and Perjians y and l 
being given on both (ides for the observance of it, Cavades turned 
his arms againft the Huns and Indians , and in his expeditions 
againft them met with great fuccefs. # - 

As he had nominated his youngeft (on Cofroes for his fuccef- 
for, he was defirous of eftablifliing him in a more glorious fitua- 
tion than any of his predeceflors; and entered into a negotiation 
with the emperor JuJitn* in order to induce him to adopt Ccf- 
mu This motion was at firft well entertained at Conftantinople ; 
but the emperor, foon reflecting that it would have Fatal confer 
quences for the empire, rejected it* Commiffioners, however* 
met on both tides, to treat of the adoption, and to fettle the 
boundaries of the two empires. Sefijes , a nobleman, who had 
adhered to Catiades when m prifon, and who had been created 
lieutenant-general of the kingdom upon his reftoration, was 
one of the rerfian deputies, and the other was Mebodesy a mi¬ 
litary officer of great experience. As the conferences broke off 1 
without any effe&:, Sejojes was charged by Mebodes with having 
contributed to the mticarriage of the negotiation; and being 
alfo accufeJ of burying his wife, contrary to the law of Perjia* 
he was condemned ami put. to death; the king lamenting^ his. 
fate, but fuffering him to be cut off, although he was chiefly 
indebted to him for the recovery of his crown. 

Soon after, Jufliman* who had fucceeded JuJltn^ ordered Min - 
isMiy a place clofe adjoining to Niftbis , to be fortified j which ' 
was fo difagrecable to the. Pcrfians^ that they fell Upon the - 
workmen and the troops who guarded them, cut many of them 
in pieces, and took great numbers of prifoners, who were fent f 
to Perjia . Thi? occafioning a new war, Cavades fent a power- The 
fol army into the field, under the command of Perofes ; but he 

was intirely defeated by the Roman general Belijarim r. The _ 

Ptrfians alfo were twice defeated in Armenia , the Tzani , a free able ad- 
and barbarous people, who inhabited that country, embracing vanta 
the Roman party, and feizing on the gold mines in their neigh- over the 
hour hood belonging to Cavades . Narfcs and Aratius , two nr- fir fau 
fiatl generals, alfo deferted to the Komans $ Cavades , never- 
thelels, ftill profecuted the war with vigour. He difgraccd Pc- 
ToffSy and gave the command of a new army to Azcratbas^ who . 

Wade an irruption into the country bordering on the Euphrates , * 
and gained a victory over Bdijhrius , who was conftrained, by . 
the impatience of his troops, to rifle a battle. As Belifariui » 
however, itill hindered the Perfiam from getting pofleluon of 
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der- 



228 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

any important place, Azaretbas , upon his return to court, was 
alfo difgraced. 

Belijarius , foon after, being recalled to oppofe the Vandals 
the Perftaw had better fuccels againft the Romans ; and their 
army, even in view of the enemy, laid fiege to Martyropolis, a 
place of the laft importance to the Roman empire. Sittas the 
Roman general, defpairing of being able to raife the fiege by 
force, had recourfe to artifice, and fent a perfon in whom he 
could confide into the Perjian camp, who as a friend told the 
Perfian general that the Maffagetm , whom Cavades had hired to 
fall into the Roman territories, had accepted a fum of money 
from 'JuJliman , and were on the point of invading Perfia . On 
this intelligence, the Perfians confented to a truce with the Ro¬ 
mans, and the Maffageta , foon after, quitted the Roman ter¬ 
ritories. Cavades , who was oppreffed with years, died foon 
after, in the 30th year of his reign, reckoning from his reftora- 
tion, and in the 45th, or, according to fome, 43d, from the 
Cavades time of his firft receiving the crown. Before his death he put 
leaves the his will, by which he appointed his youngeft fon Cofroes his fuc- 
Ihcceffion ceflor, into the hands of Mebodes , his confident and minifter, 
to his charging him to fee it fully executed. 

youngeft Upon the death of Cavades , Caofes , his eldeft fon, took upon 
ion. him the title of king ; but Mebodes interpofed, and infilled that 

an affembly of the nobles was neceflary to recognize his title. 
An aflembiy was accordingly called, in which the will of the 
king was produced and read; and fuch a regard was paid by 
the nobility to his memory, that the claim of Caofes was fet 
Cofoes II. afidej and Cofroes declared monarch of Perfia (a). Cofroes , cr 
An Chr. Khofrou , became famous throughout all the eaft under the name 
^31. of Noufchirvan, or the magnanimous. The Perfian word, taken 

literally, fignifies a foul candied in honey; and metaphorically, 
a mind equally diftinguilhed by fweetnefs of temper and great 
abilities. Noufchirvan , tho’ the mildeft prince in the world, 
began his reign with an a£t of feverity. He caufed the impof- 
tor Mazdek , whofe licentious doilrincs had fuch a fatal ten¬ 
dency, to be feized and put to death ; which ftruck fuch a ter¬ 
ror into his followers, that they profefled to abandon his doc¬ 
trines ; the king having laid them under the alternative of re- 
ftoring what they had wrongfully taken from others, or of dif¬ 
fering capital punifhment as thieves. 


(a) Caofes, the eldeft fon, was 
a great favourer of the Mcnicbees , 
who were held in abhorrence by 
the Perfans, and differed a violent 
perfecution during the reign of 
Cavades , from a fufpicicn tbit 
they had formed a dedgn of raif- 
>ng Caofes to the thrtme during 


the life of his father. The appre- 
hendon that Cafes would attempt 
a change in the national religion, 
if ever he fhould come to the 
throne, probably prevailed with 
his father to deprive him of the 
fucccfion, and influenced the no¬ 
bility to confirm his father’s will. 
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Cofroes, in the beginning of his reign, received an embafly 
tcom jujiinian, who was very defirous of concluding a peace 
whh the Perfans. As Cofroes infilled upon receiving a large 
fum of money from the Romans, who, from time to time, had 
been contained to pay fubfidies to the Perfans , for many years 
Rujinus , who was at the head of the embafly, returned to 
Corf anti noble for new inftru&ions. During his abfence, a re¬ 
port prevailing at the Perftan court that JuJlinian had put Ru¬ 
fous to death, Cofroes immediately marched towards the 
jiontiers at the head of a powerful army ; which flruck fuch a 
terror into the Romans in thofe parts, that many of them de- 
ferted their habitations. Rujinus, however, arrived before the 
Perfans proceeded to hoftilities, and a treaty was foon after 

concluded. 

Cofroes , in the fecond year of his reign, divided all the Per - 
fan dominions into four vizirfhips. The firft eonfifled of the 
frontier provinces towards Tartary and India ; the fecond in¬ 
cluded Parthia, Armenia, and the provinces bordering on the 
Cafpian fea; the third comprehended Perf a Proper, and all the 
provinces between it and the gulph; and the 4th was compofed 
of Mefopotamia, Chaldaa, ana the countries conquered from the 
Arabs and the Greek emperors. 

The Perftan nobles did not relilh the patriot defigns of Cofroes, 
who they thought a&ed in too arbitrary a manner, which 
feemed to leflen their dignity. They accordingly entered into a 
confpiracy to dethrone him, and to confer the crown on his 
brother Zames, who was elder than he. As Zames was blind of 
an eye, he was by law incapacitated; but to elude the law, 
they refolved to proclaim his fon Cavades king, and to veil the 
regal authority in Zames, as his tutor. As Cojroes made it a rule 
to fpare no money to procure intelligence, he foon received full 
information of the confpiracy ; upon which he caufed all the 
confpirators to be feized and put to death. The young 
Cavades alone efcaped, being in a dillant province, under the 
tuition of the governor Adergudunbades, who received orders 
from court to put him to death. The wife of the governor, 
who had nurfed Cavades, prevailed on her hulband to fpare the 
young prince. He eafily hearkned to her perfualions, and in- 
trufted none with the l'ecret but his eldell fon and an old fer- 
vant. Some years after, when Cavades was capable of conduc¬ 
ing himfelf, he received a fum of money from the governor, 
and retired to Confantinople , where he was treated by the em¬ 
peror Juf ininn with all the refpedt due to his birth. Varra - 
homes, the eldell fon of Adergudunbades, about the fame time, 
betrayed his father, by difclofing the fecret to Cofroes, wh® 
caufed Adergudunbades to be put to death, and conferred his 
government on his fion. As the treafon of the father, accord¬ 
ing to the Perftan maxims, did not prejudice the children, and 
moll of their governments were alfo hereditary in certain noble 
families, the children of governors thus became checks upon 
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their fathers, and fometimes facrificed their parents to their am 
bition, or to their zeal for the public welfare. 


Cot, 


eign, cultivated peace with 


JuJl, 

Bclifc 


manner, fome of the fpoils of his enemies, fince, as he al¬ 
leged, if the Pcrfans had not continued quiet, the emperor 
would not have had either forces or leifure to make conquefts 
in Africa, JuJiinian not only entertained the Perfian ambafla- 
dors with great kindnefs, but alfo fent a confiderable fum of 
money to Cofrees. This good correfpondence, however, was 
but of very fnort continuance; for the Saracens , foon 


making incurfions into the Roman territories. 


Perf, 


Cofr 
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fter, 
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complain, as he could prove by his own letters that he had en¬ 
deavoured to dxdtc both the Saracens and Huns to invad ePcrfia. 
Not long after, Vitiges king of the Goths , and the Arfacida , of 
Armenian princes, complaining of the ufurpations and opprefli- 
pns of the Roman emperor, Cofroes began to make preparations 
for a war with the Romans. 

, wrote to 
oes , paying 
lg marched 
and began hoflilities in 
any oppofition he ufed 
feverity, and tirofe who readily fubmitted he treated with cle¬ 
mency i but upon all, however, he impofed heavy contributi¬ 
ons.. Ke offered to retire from before Antioch , if the inhabitants 
would pay him a large fum of money : but the Antiochian j, 
confiding in the ftrength of their fortifications, which had been 



nt 

fu 


wly repaired, and in their numerous garrifon, not only re¬ 
fed his demand, but maltreated his meffengers ; which fo ir¬ 
ritated him, that he inverted the place, and, contrary to the 
rules of war, f ormed the city before the walls were at ail bat¬ 
tered. In this ralh and defperate attempt the Pi 


they behaved with the 


rf 


beaten' off with great daughter. In a fecond attack, the 


f 

v, 


Pcrfh 


craggy mountains made fuch a dreadful noife, that the garrifon 
imagined part of the walls of the city had fallen down, and in 


her 

He takes qui 
Antioch. 


preci 


Th 


taRme a^. 


appre- 
le city, 
Cofroes 

:1 vantage of the conrternation of the befieged, fealedthe 


walls, and, after a bloody contcrt in the market-place, inflicted 
on the Autiochians all the feverities that could be expected from 
an ineenfed enemy. While he continued at Antioch, ambaflit- 
dors arrived from 'Jujlinian , to exportulate with him on his 

breach 
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breach of the peace, and to treat of an accommodation. Cof- 
rm, after he had heard their reprefentations, declared that lie 
had been in a manner compelled to take arms by the nobility of 
Pcrjia, who could no longer fee with patience jujlinian ltirring 

up enemies. againft them on every fide. He, with tears in his 
eyes and molt vehement geftures, gave them a pathetic del'c rip- 
don of the miferies of war; and concluded with intimating, 
that a confiderable fum of money in hand and an annual tribute 
would be an effectual means of reltoring peace. 

The ambafladors demurring a little upon this, Ccfrccs burnt A-ti rh 
the city of Antioch to the ground, and not long after concluded deilroyec!.' 
an advantageous peace. The eaftern writers mention that he 
tranfported the inhabitants of Antioch to the province of Irak, 
and gave them the city of Mahou%a near Babylon for their habi¬ 
tation, changing the name of the place to that of Antioch. Not- 
withftanding the peace he had concluded, he Hill continued 
hoftilities, and railed contributions upon the inhabitants of a 
great number of cities, which he flighted as foon as he had 
robbed them of their wealth. Towards the end of the cam¬ 
paign, however, he was obliged to raife the fiege of Dat a, and 
loon after returned to his own territories. As he had now an- 
fwered the ends he propofed in the war, he endeavoured to re¬ 
new the negot’ations for a peace, which was now rejected by 
jujlinian , who refolved to employ the chief ftrength of his em¬ 
pire in curbing the Perfians. 'jujlinian , by aiming at an en- The war 
croachment upon the liberties of the Lazi , a free and indepen- transfer- 
dent people of Colchis , moft imprudently gave an advantage to red to 
the Perfians , who transferred the war into that country. Tho’ Cholchis . 
the Lazi had for a long time acknowleged the emperors of Con- 
jlantinoplc, yet it was rather as allies than fubjeCts; for they 
were neither charged with.any taxes, nor obliged to admit any 
new magiftrates, as a conquered people. On the. death of any 
of their princes, the emperor of Conjlantinoplc named his fuccef- 
for. jujlinian , however, aimed at extending his prerogatives 
over them; and with that view recommended it to one Tzi bus, 
whom he named a prince of the Lazi , to build and fortify a city 
on the coaft of the Euxine fea. The Lazians joyfully afiifted in 
building the city ; but when they faw that Tzibus received into it 
a Roman garrifon, they inftantiy took the alarm, and implored 
the protection of Cofroes. The Pcrfian king willingly laid hold 
of this opportunity of extending his frontier; and raifing a 
great army, with a pretence of oppoflng the Hum, who 
threatened to invade his territories, he marched towards Iberia ; 
but fuddenly changing his route, he cut his way thro’ a foreft, 
till then impenetrable,, and entering Colchis , was joined by the 
Lazi , under one of their princes named Gubazcs. The con- r f , ] :e 
joined army drove Tzibus and the Roman garrifon from Petra , p , m r . 
and made themfelves in afters of that ftrong city. driven our 

Belifarius , in the mean time, laid liege to Nijibis ; but the 0 f Clokhi r 
garrifon making a vigorous refiftance, he withdrew from thence, p, y t j ie 

and made an incurflon into Perfia ; upon, which Ccfro'es left p Lr Jans. 

Qb4 Colchis , 
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Colchis , and returned to his own dominions, where he made 
great preparations during the winter. The following Ipring he 
marched with an army into the Roman territories ; but by the 
diligence and activity of BeliJ'arius y who came poll: from another 
part of the empire, his progrefs was flopped ; upon which, he 
had recourfe to negotiation. The conferences, however, had 
no effeCfc, and hoftilities continued during the whole campaign; 
in the end of which the Perfians gained a confiderable advan¬ 
tage, near Anglon , over the Roman army, commanded by 
Narfes. 

CrjW.es re- The year following, Cofroes made his fourth expedition into 
pulf d be- the Roman territories, with a profefled view, according to Pre¬ 
tore Edf- copius , of expreffing his contempt for our Saviour. This au- 
Ja. thor, and feveral of the ecclefiaflical writers, relate, that there 

was a tradition among the inhabitants of Edejfa , that Chrifl 
had promifed to Abga.ru: their king, that their city ftiould never 
be taken. Cofroes , with a view to falfify this alleged prophecy, 
now marched againft Edejfa with a moft formidable army. He 
profecuted the fiege with the utmoft vigour; but the inha¬ 
bitants defended themfelves with fo much refolution and bra¬ 
very, that he was at length conftrained to raife the fiege. after 
he had loft a great number of men. He had placed his chief 
hopes in an artificial mount, which he attempted to raife as high 
as their walls ; but the inhabitants, having dug a mine under the 
foundation of the mount, found means to deftrey it by lire. 
They themfelves, however, attributed their deliverance to a mi¬ 
racle; the fire, as they relate, not kindling till they had 
brought the miraculous print of our Saviour’s face, which he 
had lent to Ab*arus, into-the mine, and poured water upon it. 
Cofroes , after his unfuccelsful campaign,- retiring into his own 
dominions, was followed thither by the Roman ambafiadors, 
who were prevailed upon to agree to an infidious treaty, mere 
deftru&ive to their matter than an open war. 

TheZ*£t Not long after the conclufion of this peace, Cofroes formed a 
in Choi- defign of tranfporting the Lazi into Perfta , and fettling a colony 
chit revolt pf P erf a ns in Colchis. The Lazi, although they had thrown off 
from the their dependance upon the emperor, ftill kept up a connexion 
Pet fans, with the Romans , who lay conveniently for fupplying them by 

fea with corn, wine, fait, and other commodities. Being alio 
zealous Chriftians, they endeavoured to convert the Perfians 
who dwelt among them; fo that Cofroes defpaired of their being 
firmly attached to him in their present fituation. To facilitate 
the defign he had formed, he refolved to build a navy at Petra y 
and accordingly fent thither great quantities of timber, under 
pretence pf repairing the fortifications, Gubazcs king of Lazi-, 
fufpe&ing the defigns of Cofroes , Solicited the protection of the 
emperor; and a Roman army foon after arriving at Colchis , un¬ 
der the command of Dagijlheus y the Per fans were obliged to 
fhut themfelves up in Petra. The city was in veiled on one fide 
by the Lazi under Gubazes , and on the other by the Romans , to 
whpin the guard of a pafs was intrufted, thro-which alone the 

befieged 

f * 
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befieged could receiVe any fuccours. The Roman general being 
a young man of little capacity and experience, fuffered a Per- 
rjn army, under Mermeroes , to get pofleffion of the pafs, and 
to relieve the city, when it was reduced to the greateft extre¬ 
mity, 900 men only remaining of 5000, and of thefe 350 dif- 
abied. Mermeroes having left a frefh garrifon in the place, and 
repaired the breaches, prevailed with the Lazi to agree to a 
fbort truce, and withdrew towards Iberia. Tho’ he had many 
difadvantages to ftruggle with, yet by his great abilities and (kill 
in the ai t of war, he maintained a fuperiority in the field, and 
gained feveral advantages over the Romans . He died full of 
years and glory; but his fucceflbr, by his bad conduct, fuffered 
the Romans , in a great meafure, to re-eftablim their authority 
in that country j for which, on his return to Perfia , Cofroes or¬ 
dered him to be flayed alive. Cofroes , perceiving that his affairs A peace 
were in a declining condition in Colchis , prevailed on fujlinian concluded 
to agree to a peace; the articles of which, together with the between 
principal arguments ufed on "both fides in the negotiations, our the Per- 
readers will find in Menanders, fourth book of the hiftory of fi an s and 
embodies. By this treaty each party was to keep what he was Romans, 
in pofTefllon of at the time of its conclufion. Thus the Lazi, 

by calling in their too powerful neighbours, were deprived of 

their liberties. 


This peace continued during the remainder of the reign of A new w 
Jujtinian ; but foon after the acceffion of the emperor fvjlin , a between 
new war broke out between the two empires, which was owing the two 
to the ambition of the emperor. He encouraged the inhabitants empires, 
of Greater Armenia , who were almoft all Chriftians, to revolt 
from the Perfans, and to declare themfelves allies and depen¬ 
dants of the Romans. When Cofroes remonftrated againft the 
jnfra&ion of the peace, JuJlin refufed to give him any fatisfac- 
tion; and being bent upon renewing the war, ordered his ge¬ 
neral Mar dan to invade the P-erfian territories, and befiege Ni- 
J'Vf As the Roman army was neither numerous, nor well pro¬ 
vided with neceffaries for a campaign, the Perftan governor dif- 
damed to fhut the gates againft them ; and Cofroes foon arriving 
to the relief of the place, they broke up the pretended liege, 
and retired in diforder, being diffatisfied with the emperor’s 
meafures, and his fuddenly changing their commander, without 
any reafon afligned. Cofroes having driven the enemy from Ni~ 

Jins.,' took and facked all the great cities, and d*3vp thp rdtindpr 
to his foldiers. He alfo befie^ed and reduced 
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Dara 


very 


h p * e . ln lt a ver Y numerous garrifon. He 
the Roman provinces which he over-run with great 
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efult-to him from, eonquefts made from an headlefi nai 
beiplefs tuoman. 'Cofroes, upon reading the letters, 
mediately withdrew his troops, and confented to a truce 
three years, Armenia , however, being excluded. 

During the truce, 'Tiberius , who fucceeded to the empire, ap. 
plied hi mi elf with the utmoft diligence to recruit the armies on 
the frontiers, and to reftore the exertive ftrength of the em- 
He renews pirc. Cofroes, not fufpecling any change in the adminiflxation 
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the v. ar. 


fted 


of turning the truce into a lafting peace, and even treated his 
ambaftadors in a contemptuous manner. The emperor, at the 
fame time that he fent ambafladors to Per fin, appointed Jif 
tinian general of all the forces in the eafir, and ordered him 
to form an army as foon as poftible. Cofroes hearii u 
the Romans had taken the field, marched again ft them with 
the utmoft expedition ; but when he drew near them, anil 
faw their cavalry extremely numerous, difpofed in excellent 
order, and the foldjers eager to engage, he exprefled his great 
He is de- difappointment by fetching a deep figh. The Perfam were at- 
feated in a tacked by the Romans with great vigour, and, after a (harp 

and bloody engagement, were totally defeated, the royal trea- 
- Turc and the facred fire being both taken before the king’s eyes. 
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mans were encamped in. two feparate bodies, attacked and 
routed one of them at midnight; and afterwards fetting a vil¬ 
lage on lire that was in the rear of their camp, began his march 

- rM " ' n inian, however, 


for the Euphrates. 


The 


followed him fo clofely, that he was himfeff forced to pafs the 
liver on an elephant, and many of thofe about him were 
drowned. The Romans paffing the river after him, and winter¬ 
ing in the Perfan provinces, he was fo affected therewith, that 
he broke his heart, and died the following fpring, after lie had 
reigned 48 years. During the winter, however, he had begun a 
negotiation with the Romans , and before his death faw a treaty 
of peace concluded. 


He drives 
the ti;n s 
out of 
Peril a. 


The eaftern writers mention fevcral other trail factions of 
this prince, about which the Latin hiftorians are wholly filent. 
'They tell us, that Noifhirvan intirely drove out the Haiaihe- 
liie HimSy who had encroached upon feveral provinces ; and that 
he enlarged his frontiers towards India. While he was on Ins 
Indian expedition, the khacan of the Turks invaded Pcrfia with 
a moft numerous army; but was obliged to retire with great 
lofs by Hcrmouz the king’s fon. Noufchirvan afterwards in¬ 
vade.! 
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_terms he was pleated to preferibe; after which be married 

iiis daughter. Upon the conclufion of this peace, which hap¬ 
pened in the rath year of his reign, he fettled the boundaries ot 
his vaft dominions, which extended on the weft to the Medi¬ 
terranean, on the eaft to the river Indus, on the north to tnc 

and on the fouth to Arabia, and the borders ot 
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, Tho’ Noufchlrvan had rendered himfelf formidable to all'his His fc 
neighbours, he did not, however, enjoy tranquillity at home ; rebels 
for one of his fons, named Noufchizad , whom he had by a again] 
Chriftian captive, and who had fullered fome reftraint, becaufe him- 
hehinilelf was a Chriftian, revolted, and was joined bv many 


235 


Perfia , and 


The re¬ 


bellion, however, was but of lhort continuance; for Noufcbi- 
zad having ventured an engagement, was defeated and {lain. 
tfcafcbirvan, upon the fupprellion of the rebellion, marched 


into Arabia, where he freed the people from the oppreffion of a - 
great 'number of petty tyrants. Upon his return to Madain , or jj e . 
Ctcfiphon , his capital, he began to adorn it with a multitude of ^ c 
new and fumptuous buildings, particularly with a palace, that • , a ' 
was accounted one of the wonders of the eaft. In his laft war P ltaU 
with the Roman emperor, he met with bad fuccefs, which we 
have already related ; and finding his end drawing near, as he 
was then 80 years of age, he delivered to his foil Harrnonz moft 
wholefome inftrucftions for the government of his people, and 
for his private conduct; after which he expired. His memory 
was, for a long time, held in the greateft veneration in the eaft; 

He was the moft learned man of his age, the moft beneficent 
patron of thofe who cultivated the fciences, was moft fkilful, 
even in the mechanic arts, and the moft polite man of his 

if das , the fucceflor of Norfchir-van , was a 
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court. 


prince of a very defpicable character. He 
per, haughty in his behaviour, and cruel in his difpofition. The 
eaftern writers, however, commend his conduct during the 
three firft years of his reign, while he followed the counlels of 
his tutor, who had been prime minifter to Noufchirvan . and 
was privately a Chriftian. The 
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Theopbylabl and Evagrius , give 1 -Iormifdt 


particularly 


cruel, weak, and tyrannical prince. He never notified his ac- u- • 
celfion to the emperor Tiberius ; and he treated the Roman am- 1 V m ' 
balfadors, who came to compliment him, and to renew tlie ^ rU 
peace, with great difdain, and infilled upon a fum of money be- C ° 11 
ing paid to him, by way of tribute ; whieh was the occafion of 
the renewing the war between the two empires. The hoftili- 
ties, during the two firft campaigns, were not of any great con- 
fequence; but th e Romans generally had the advantage, and 


Perth 


In the 


third campaign, the Per/ians gained feveral advantages, owing 

to the want of difcipline among the Roman troops, and their 
frequent change of generals. 

As the Perjians were at this time engaged in a war with the 
Turks, which was conducted with great lucceis by their gene¬ 
ral , or Baharam , he was ordered to pafs the Jr axes, 

and invade the Roman territories on that fide. Varamus quickly 
nude a great progrefs in the Reman province ; but venturing an 
engagement with the enemy, he was defeated with great lofs. 
A ho’ Varamus, fome time before, had defeated the Turks, 

killed 
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killed the khacan, and drove them out of Peffia^ which they 
had invaded with an army of 300,000 men, yet the king, forget, 
ing his former fervices, now treated him with the greateft in- 
dignity, by fending him the comp]ear apparel of a woman, and 
threatening his troops with decimation. Varamus , in refent. 
ment of the treatment he had received, formed a re solution of 
dethroning the king; and haranguing the troops in his f e . 
male drefs, he eafily prevailed with them to declare in his 


Varamus 

revolts. 


Hormifdas 

> 


and flain. 


Varamus 
adumes 
the royal 
authority. 



favour. 

They were encouraged to revolt, by the mal-adminiftration 

of Hormifdas , who, from his cruel and fufpicious temper, put 
great numbers of his Subjects to death; and removing the judges 
that were appointed by his father in every village thro* his domi¬ 
nions, to the number of 30,000, would be ioie judge of his 
people himfelf. His wild conduct not only filled his fubjech 
with difaffection, but encouraged the frontier provinces towards 
India and Arabia to throw oft the Per an yoke, and to fet up 
princes of their own. The diftra&ed ftate of affairs fo irritated 
the Per/ ans againft Hormifdas , that the revolt of Varamus v/as 
quickly followed by feveral other infurre&ions, the people 
plundering the palaces in the royal cities, and fetting at liberty 
many of the nobles, who had been imprifoned by the king. 
One of thefe nobles, named Bindoes , being acknowleged as 
general by the royal army, marched to Ctefiphon , entered the 
palace, and after inful ting the king, thruft him into prifon. 
The Per/tan lords foon after aflembling, Hohnouz , who was 
conduced into their prefence, endeavoured to juftify his con¬ 
duct, diffuaded them from naming his eldeft fon Cofroes as his 
fucceflor, who was of a haughty and cruel difpofition; but re¬ 
commended to them his other fon, who was of a mild temper, 
and inclined to think right and do well. The allembly paid no 
regard to his fpeech j but caufed the youngeft prince, with his 
mother, to be murdered, and cut to pieces ; ordered the 
eyes of Hormifdas to be put out, and declared Cofroes king. 

The eaftern writers differ confiderably from the Latins in 
their accounts of this revolution. They relate, that Varamus 
iirft declared Cofroes king, who accordingly retired from court; 
and that during his abfence his two uncles caufed his father’s 
eyes to be put out. Upon his return, he vifited his father, and 
obtained his pardon for what he had adted againft him, on con¬ 
dition he punifhed thofe who depofed him and put out his eyes; 
which he promifed to do. Varamus , fufpe&ing that he himfelf 
would not be pardoned, marched againft Cofroes , whom he de¬ 
feated before Nifbis , and forced to fly into the territories of the 
Greek emperor. When he was preparing for his flight, his 
uncles, from an apprehenfion that Varamus would reinftate the 
late king, caufed him to be ftrangled, in the 15th year of his 
reign, but, according to the Latin writers, in the 21ft. 

Upon the death of Hormifdas , and flight of Cofroes , Va¬ 
ramus aifumed the regal authority, tho’ without the title. He 

was defeendod of the anti cm princes of Rei 7 and had raifed him* 

idf. 
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0 by his long fervices and great merit, to the rank of gene- 
jal ’ When he revolted from Hormifdas., h? formed the defign 
9 f transferring the empire to his own family ; but made ufe 
of the name of Cofroes till his fcheme was ripe for execution. 
f he affe&ed to govern with great lenity, the nobility and 
people remained for fome time attached to him : but at length 
bearing that Cofroes was powerfully fupported by the Greek em¬ 
peror, great numbers declared for the abfent prince. Varamus 
endeavoured to maintain the pofteffion of the throne by force, 
and for fome time made head againft the Roman troops ; but 
his army at length being intirely defeated, he retired to the 
khacan, by whom he was well received, as he rendered great 
fervices to him by his military {kill. But after having been put He is put 
off for many years with fair promifes, he was at length poifoned, te death, 
at the folicitation of Cofroes, who could never be eafy fo long as 

he lived. 

Cofroes, upon h‘s being reftored by the troops of the emperor Cofroes 11 L 
Mauritius , expreffed his gratitude to him in a letter, which is An. Chr. 
jtill extant in the hiftory written by Tbeophylatt. He alfb fent 593. 
to the church of Sergius the martyr a golden crofs fet with 
jewels, which he had vowed ; returning likewife another, for¬ 
merly carried off by Cof'oes the fon of Caxades. While Cofroes 
was in exile, he fell in love with a Roman lady, whom he mar¬ 
ried, and honoured with the title of queen, tho* contrary to 
the Perf an laws. For her fake, he at firft {hewed fo great fa¬ 
vour to the Chriftians, that many were of opinion that he 
himfelf was inclined to that religion ; but a few years after he 
manifefted an implacable hatred againft them. 

From the moment he had recovered the peaceable pofleffion He po¬ 
of the throne, he laid afide the foreign cuftoms, which he had nifhes the 
ufed to ingratiate himfelf with the Romans ; and put on the adherents 
ftate and behaviour of a Perfean prince. All thofe who had any of Para- 
concern in the adminiftration of Varamus , or had any {hare in *nus. 
the favour of that ufurper, were profecuted by him with the 
utmoft’rigour. Having thereby extinguifhed that fa&iori, he 
reftored the antient Perfan conftitution, and foon aggrandized 
himfelf fo as to become formidable to his neighbours. He 
foon forgot the obligations he owed to Mauritius , and threat¬ 
ened to invade the Roman provinces, on a pretence that the Ro¬ 
man governors in the eaft excited the Saracens to make excur- 
fions into his dominions. Mauritius , to divert the ftorm which 
he would not be able to repel, feat ambafladors to juftify his 
conduct to Cofroes. Thefe the king treated with the greateft 
difrefpedt, denying them an audience for a long time ; but at 
length, upon a warm reprefentation from the chief of the em- 
bafly, he acknowleged his obligations to the emperor, and drop¬ 
ped his refentment *. 


* Theophan. Chronog. C?dren, Zonar. 
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Mauritius, not long after, being murdered by Phocas , Cofm 
refolved to invade the Roman territories, under pretence of re 
venging the death of his benefadlor. Phocas endeavoured toap 
peaie him, by large prefents and larger promifes ; but he threw 
the Roman ambaftador into prifon, and foon after marched int ( 
the Roman provinces, where at fir ft he met with fome oppoft. 
tion; but the emperor’s troops being badly fupported, ant 
their general being flain, the Perjians foon became fuperior, 
and laid all the frontiers under contribution. In the fcventeentl 
year or' his reign, he reduced feveral fortreflesj andtheyeai 
following, he recovered the ftrong city of Dara , and plun¬ 
dered all Mefopotamia and Syria. The next campaign, hi 
palled the Euphrates , and ravaged, in a moft barbarous man- 

* n . ri » /!• 1 . r T \1 •* 


man 


The 


Palcjt 
• after 
Cappa 


the country as far as Chalcedony burning cities, and maffacring 
the inhabitants, without any refpedt to lex or age. Cofroes , twe 
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upon which the Romans venturing an engagement; their armj 
was totally defeated, and almoft all put to the fword. Next 


Cceh 


into captivity. Syria was ravi 
pain ns, in the latter of which 


nd carried many thoufands of people 
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ravaged 


h 


in tne two next cam- 
made himfelf mafter ol 


Damafcus , whither Her acl'nis , who had-..._ .... 

pi re, lent ambaiiadors to fue for peace; but Cofroes did not 
even condefcend to return them an anfwer. The year follow¬ 
ing he took and plundered the city of ferufa/em , carried away 
the crofs on which Chriit fuffered, and the patriarch Zacbarm. 
into Perfia. In this campaign he fold 90,000 Chriftians foi 
ilavcs to the Jews in hi.-1 dominions, who put them all tc 
death. In the facking of ' ferufalem he was affifted by the 


ern 


ilavcs to the 


Aczvs 


death. In die facking of ferufalem he was affifted by the 
fetus, who made high proleffions of loyalty to him, that 
under his protection they might exhauft the Chriftians with 

ufury. 

The. rapid conqucfts of Cofrees ferved only to inflame his am¬ 
bition ; and the year following, which was the 27th of hie 




' J 

tiie 
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reign, he made an expedition into Egypt ; and having divided 
his forces, with one part of his army he took Alexandria , anc 
fubdued all the country towards Lyina ; w T hile the other reducec 
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year, and all th 


? to it. Ke employed the remaining part 
he next, in regulating the government of 
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queued provinces. Heraclius the emperor, who found hiinlel 

incapable .of making any rc/iftance, again folicited a peace 

but his ambaiiadors received the following contemptuous an- 

fwer from Co,'roes, who I'eems to have-aimed at*the utter ex- 
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tinclion of the Roman name. “ Let your mafter know (faid he) His info- 
11that I will hearken to no terms, till he has, with all his fub-lem an- 
“iefe, renounced his crucified God, and adored the fun, the fiver to the 
(! „ rea t god of the Perftans” This impious and infulting an- Roman 
fiver rouzed Heraclius as it were from a lethargy. He concluded'amballk- 
a peace with the other barbarians ; and by that means having dors. 

Ieifure to diredd his whole ftrength againft CoJ'roes , he defeated him 
jnfeveral pitched battles, and recovered all the provinces he had 
ieized, as v/ill be more fully related in the hiftory of the Conjianti - • 

tiipolitfln empire. Cofroes? foon after this reverfe of fortune, find¬ 
ing himfelf loaded with the infirmities of age, declared his 

younger fen Merdafas his fucceflor; which fo provoked Siroes 

the ekleft, that he openly revolted ; and being joined by many 
malcontents and the Rc?nan captives, whom he let at liberty, he 
jeized on his father, loaded him with chains, and threw him 
into a dungeon, where he caufed hirn and his brother Merdafas 
to be inhumanly murdered. 

As Cofroes carried his conquefis farther than any of his pre- His mag- 
decelfors from the days of Artaxerxes , he feems alfo, by the ac- nificcnce. 
counts of the eaftern writers, to have exceeded them in magni- 


/ 


licence and rapacity. He adorned the palace of his grandfather 
at Madaln in a moft wonderful manner, by difpefing the upper 
part thereof in the form of a throne, which was fupported by 
40,000 filver columns. The concave over them was adorned 
by 1000 globes of gold, wherein all the planets and great con- 
ftellations were feen to perform their natural revolutions. The 
walls were all covered with tapeftry, wrought with gold flowers, 
and enriched with pearls and other precious ftones. The vaults 
underneath the palace were filled with treafure. He had 3000 
women who were free, and 12,000 Haves, the moft beauti¬ 
ful that could be found throughout his dominions. Inhisfta- 
bles he had 6000 horfes and mules for his own riding; 1 z,ooo 
large mules, and 8000 of the ordinary kind ferved to carry his 
baggage. He had alfo 960 elephants, which he made ufe of in his 
armies. He was an outrageous perfecutor of the Chriftians ; 
but did not even fpare his other fubjedbs, who were at length fo 
exafperated by his cruelty, that they feized him, and loading 
him with chains of gold, thruft him into one of the vaults where 
he had laid up his treafure. 

Siroes, called by the eaftern writers Khobad Schirouieh , not Siroes 
only caufed his father to be put to death, but alfo murdered fe- An. Chr. 
venteen of his brothers. The eighteenth, named Scheheriar , 62 

had the good fortune to efcape. He alfo concluded a perpetual 
peace with Heraclius, fet at liberty all the Roman captives, and 
among the reft Z dchartas patriarch of ferufalem , reftored 300 
enfigns, alfo the wood which was fuppofed to have been part of 
thecrofs on which our Saviour died. He died, or, according Ardfr. 
to fome writers, was murdered, in the firft year of his reign. 

Ardfa\ or Ardfchir , his fon, a boy of feven years of age, was 
declared his fucceflor; but he was murdered in the fecond year 
®‘ his reign, by the orders of Sarbas , or Scheheriar , the general 

of 
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of the army. According to fome writers, the young p n ’ nce 
reigned only feven months; but, according to Mirkond , only f 0 
days. Santas , prefuming on the affection of his troops, pl ac ^ 
himfelf on the throne ; but he was foon oppofed by Barabanes 
a prince of the royal blood. Barabanes dying, the PerfJns 

murdered Sarbas , and raifed Ifdigerjes , or, as fome writers call 
him, Hormifdas , to the royal dignity. 

Ifdigertes , The eaftern writers, however, fay, that Ifdigertes^ or Jezde- 
or Hormf- gerd, who was the laft of the Perjian kings, and the fon of that 
das. brother of Shoes who had faved his life when his other brothers 

were murdered, was not the immediate fucceflor of Sarbas. Ac¬ 
cording to them, upon the death of Sarbas , Touran-Dockt , the 
fifter of Shoes , was declared queen, who governed with great 
firmnefs and wifdpm, and prote&ed the poor againft the info- 
lenceof the nobility. She died, after a fhort reign; and the 
nobility, in hopes of governing as they pleafed, declared Gihan 
Schedab king, who was of the royal blood, but a man of very 
weak parts. He was depofed a few days after, and Azumi 
Dockt , the other fitter of Shoes , was declared queen. This 
princefs gave the people the ftrongeft hopes of a mild and happy 
reign ; but was foon feized and put to death by the fon of a 
governor of one of the provinces, whofe father me had refufed 
to accept of for her hufband. Upon her death, a grandfon of 
Cofroes, named Ferokhzad , who had efcaped the general flaughter 
of the royal family intended by Shoes , was made king. Before 
this prince had reigned a month, he was poifoned by one of 
his flaves; and his fucceflbr was jezdegerd III. the fon of Sche- 
heriar , and grandfon of Cofroes. 

He is Jezdegerd , or Ifdigertes , attended the throne in the 16th year 

driven °f his age, and had nothing but misfortunes to ftruggle with 
from the during his whole reign, which lafted 20 years. He had hardly 
throne by quelled the^domeftic fa&ions, and reftored tranquillity, when 
the Sara- ± er f a was Invaded by the Saracens-, under the conduit of the 
ans. fucceflors of Mohammed. The invaders were for fome time op¬ 
pofed by the Perjian general Ferokhzad ; but at length having 
gained a compleat vidtory, after an obftinate engagement, 
which is faid to have lafted three days and three nights, they 
took pofleflion of the capital city, and made an intire conqueft 
of the greateft part of the Perjian dominions, jezdegerd wa9 
driven from his capital in the third year of his reign, and from 
that time was gradually ftript by the conquerors of all his do¬ 
minions, except the provinces of Kerman and Sigejlan y which 
he held as long as he lived. In the laft year of nis reign, the 
provinces that remained to him were invaded by the Turks , 
His death, who were bafely called in by one of his governors. Jezdc^ri 
An. Chr. hazarded an engagement with the rebels and invaders; but 
652. was defeated, and flam in his flight, while the waterman who 

had undertaken to carry him over the river Oxus was difputing 
about his fare. After the death of jezdegerd , the Arabs main¬ 
tained themfelves in pofleffion of Perfa , almoft all the Per fans 
embracing the Mohammedan religion, and quietly fubmitting to 
the conquerors. Jezdegerd 
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Jezdtgerd left behind him a fon and a daughter. His 
daughter, named Dara , married Bojienay , the head of the cap - 
tivity, as the call him; that is, the prince of the Jews 
fettled in Chaldaa . His fon Ferouz ftill preferred a little 
principality, and left an only daughter, who married the 
ion of the caliph Abdalmalek , to whom fhe bore a fon, named 
Jizid. This Jezid became caliph or fovereign of Per/ta ; 
and was fo far from thinking himfelf above claiming the title 
derived to him from his mother, that he conftantly {tiled him¬ 
felf the fon of Khofrou , or Cofroes , king of Per/a *. 



* Theophan. Chronogr. Cedren. Zonar. Gregor. Abulfar. 
fferbelot. bibl. orient. Lebtakikh. 
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The Grecian Kiltory. 




CHAP. 


I. 


fiery of the antient kingdoms of G 

fabulous and heroic times. 


T!:e ex- REECE properly To called was bounded on the north by 

tcand vJT the mountain Hacmus and the river Sirymon, the former 

W-nds of 


{ h ca e. 


Th? 

various 


dividing it from lllyricum and Mafia, and the latter from; 
Thrace; and extended fouthwards to the promontory of Pern- 
rus, the moll fouthern point of the Pcloponnefe, about fix de¬ 
grees and a half. On the eaft it had the Mgean fea ; and on 
the weft the Ionian; and extended from eaft to weft about 300 
miles. It was divided into the five following countries; the 
Peloponnefe, Greece prooerly fo called, Epire, TheJJaly, and Ma¬ 
cedonia. The Pclopon °fc contained the kingdoms of S icy on, 
Argos, Mrffenia, Cori Achaia Proper, Arcadia, and Laconia. 
In Grccia Proper were j kingdoms of Attica, Mcgara, Beotia, 
Locris, Epichnenddia, Doris, Phocis, Locris, Ozolcsa, and Mto- 
lia. In Einrus were the Molofji, Aniphilochi, Cafjiopai, Draopes, 
Chaotic:, Thrcfrtii, Ahncni , and Acarnania. Lhcffaly contained 
the countries of Theffaliotis, Ejlotis, Pelajgiotis, RAagnejia , and 
Phthia: and Macedonia, according to Pliny (if no error has 
crept into his text) contained no lefs than 150 different nations * 


All thefe have, at one time or other, been feverally governed 
by kings of their own, fome of whofe names we find only oc- 
cafionally mentioned in the hiftory of the more confiderablc 
kingdoms among them. 

The- general names by which all thefe various inhabitants 
were known, and are mentioned by old hiftorians and geogra- 
n;t'ves of phers, were thofe of Graioi and Graicoi, derived from Gracia the 

the Gre- __ _ 


aans. 


* Ptol. Herod, Pied Sic. Mela, Cluver. &c. 
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father, or, according to others, the fon of Thefjalus *. Thefe 
names were quickly changed for thofe of Achcci and Hellenes , 
by which they are generally called in antient authors. The 
firft is derived from Acheeus, the grandfon cf Hellen the fon of 
Jupiter , according to the fable f. The other from Hellen , by 
jome reckoned the fon of Deucalion ; tho’ fome, with great pro¬ 
bability, think the names Hellas and Hellenes derived from Elijha 
the eldeft fon of Javan , or Ion , the father of all the Greeks. 

Thucydides obferves, that the name Hellenes did not univerfally 
obtain over Greece , fince Homer appropriates it to thofe only 
who followed Achilles from Phthiotis. In feveral parts of Greece 
they were called Pelafgi ; which name the Arcadians , who are 
generally reckoned the molt antient inhabitants, challenged 
from their pretended founder Pelafgus, who gave the name of 
Pelafgi a to the whole Peloponnefe. But the moft antient name 
of all is univerfally allowed to be that of Jones, which the 
Greeks themfelves derive from Ion the fon of Xuthus , or, ac-' 
cording to the fable, of Apollo , by Creufa the daughter of Erich - 
tbcus , grandfon of Deucalion. But Jojcphus, with great proba¬ 
bility, affirms that their original is of a much older date; and' 
that Javan , or Ion, the fon of Japhet and grandfon of Noah y 
and his defendants,'were the firft who peopled thefe countries, 
as the learned Bochart feems to have proved by very ftrong ar¬ 
guments f. Among the Greeks , indeed, only the original Athe¬ 
nians, and fuch colonies, as fprung from them, were called 
Jones ; but the Plebrews, the Chaldee arts, the Arabians , and others, 
give no other appellation than that of Ioncs to the whole body of 
the Grecian nations. And Mofcs exprefsly tells us, that the def- 
ccndants of Japhet peopled the ifles of the Gentiles; which 
expreffion, according to the genius of the Hebrew , means all 
maritime countries at any diftance from Palejlinc, efpecially 
thofe along the Mediterranean ||. 

Greece, in its infant ftate, appears, even by the confeffion of The man_ 
fnc Greek writers, to have been one continued uncultivated fd- ner . s °f 
reft, inhabited by ignorant and wild favages, who lived on every antien t 
fruit, herb, or root, that came in their way, and fheltered Greeks. 
themfelves from the inclemency of the weather in dens, clefts, 
and hollow trees §. The firft improvement in their Way of 
living was introduced by Pelafgus, who, having taught them 
to feed on acorns, as a more wholefome food, to live in huts, 
arid cover themfelves with the fkins of beafts, was afterwards 
highly reverenced among them on that account. The favage- 
nefsof their manners, nevcrthelefs, ftill continued for a long 
time. 1 hey were intircly ignorant of agriculture, and knew 
no other law than force* Their mutual violences, however. 


* Etifeb. Chron. Ifidor. orig. 1 . xiv. Plin. hift. 1 . iv. Steph. By- 
amt. f Byzant. fub voce. t Phaleg. 1 , id* jl Hefych. 
ftliol. Ariftoph, ap. Hind, introd. hilh Grice. § Ifa. cap. ult. 
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Thofe 


teaching them the neceffity of uniting unde 
focieties began to be formed > but thele cont: 
hoftility againft each other, the ftronger we 

poffeffing the weaker of their fettlements. 

fafe from an invafion who inhabited the moft craggy and barren 
(pots of ground, fuch as the country of Attica , where the inha¬ 
bitants having remained undifturbed for a long time, while the 
fbft of Greece was in a continual flu&uation, took the name of 
Autochthones , that is, men born in the country where they 
lived. _ 


Even 


and 


curfions, and their greateft occupation was robbery and piracy; 
fo that for a long time they remained ftrangers to the conve- 
niencies of civil life, which had been improved to a great de¬ 
gree by the Jews, Egyptians , Midianites , Phoenicians , &c. ages 
before. By Homer's making oxen the ftandard of the value of 


may 


was 


common 


They feem to have been firft 
Phoenician colonies that arrived ii 
nothing of writing, arithme 


a 


arrival 


Orpheus , Mufeus , : 
Egypt , introduced the Egypt 
»ut as for aftronomy, geome 


HI*- dilU 

try. They knew 
nd commerce, till 


gious rites, nut as ror 

magic, they were fetched long alter, the hrit Irom JtSabylon , the 
next from Egypt and Judaa , and the laft from Perfia *. Their 
antient government was moft rude and barbarous ; every city, 
and almoft every obfcure town or village, being a petty tyranny, 
governed by a head, to whom, neverthelefs, they gave the 
name of king. Laws, at leaft a written body of them, we do 
not find that they had, till the times of the Athenian archons; 
the fentence of their kings being probably definitive, except in 
dubious and important cafes, when it was ufual for them to 
confult fome oracle, of which they had variety; but the two 
moft famous were, that of Jupiter at Dodona, and that of Apdlo 

at Delphi, fituated on the hill ParnaJJus. 

What vtfas their religion or worfhip before the coming of CV- 
crops is uncertain; but he feems firft to have introduced the 
Egyptian theology, having, according to Paufanias , fet up the 
worlhip of Jupiter in his new kingdom of Athens. Orpheus , 
Dedalus , and Melampus , went and fetched new fupplies of Egyp¬ 
tian idolatry and fuperftition, which were received by the igno¬ 
rant Grecians with great veneration. 

Such were in general the firft beginnings of Greece. Welhall 
now enter into a more particular detail, and give a 
account of the feveral different ftates whereof the whole coun¬ 
try confifted. 


brief 





Herod 


SEC 



OF THE WORLD. 


m 

i 


SECT. 




rr* HE moft antient kingdom of Greece was that of Sityon, which Sicyon 
X boafts a fucceflion of 26 kings, whofe feveral reigns make antiently 
up an epoch of 960 years and upwards. It was originally cal- called 7 
led JEgiala, from its fuppofed founder Egialeus j then Apia, JEgialQ, 
from its fourth king Apis j and laftly Sicyon, from Sicyon the 19th 
monarch, from whom even the whole Peloponneje was called 
SUyonia j which name continued for fome time after the king¬ 
dom was extinct *. This little kingdom was feated on the bay Its fitua-J 
of Corinth, having the province of Achaia on the weft, and the tion. 
ifthmus of Corinth on the eaft. What its extent was cannot be 
known. Befides its capital, which is fuppofed to have been 
feated on the river AJopus, and was much adorned by Sicyon, 

Ptolemy mentions another city, named Pletius. According to 
Eujebius, this monarchy was founded 1313 years before the firft 
Olympiad, that is, about 259 years after the flood. By this 
computation it might claim to be the moft antient kingdom 
of the world next to the Egyptian ; but feveral things feem to 
difcountenance this opinion, particularly the account of the 
unformed and unfettled ftate of the favage Grecians. Befides, 
no mention is made of any memorable afhon performed by any 
of their kings, during the long fpace of 960 years j tho* this 
epoch, dark and remote as it is, is fo fruitful of the moft fur- 
prifing exploits in moft other cotemporary kingdoms. The 
reigns of the kings are alfo fpun out to an unnatural length, 
amounting one with another to 3 5 and 40 years a-piece; which 
is almoft double the time that thofe of 'Judah and Ijrael reigned. 

Sir Ifaac Newton conje&ures, with great probability, that chro- 
nologers have inferted eleven or twelve feigned names of king s, 

who did nothing, and thereby mad q/E gialeus, the founder of 
the monarchy, 300 yeprs older than his brother Phoroneus . 

After the death of Z euxippus, the laft of the 26 fuppofed kings, 
the ftate is faid to have been governed by the priefts of Apollo 
Carneus for five years j after which Amphytyes held it nine years, 
arid Charidcmus eighteen. The Heracliaa Raving then returned 
to the Peloponneje , became matters of it, or, according to Pau- 
fanias , the kingdom was incorporated with the Dores, and be¬ 
came fubjeeft to that of Argos,-f. 


* Stephan; de *rb. Strab. t Eufeb. Chron. Paufan. in Corinth. 
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5 1 i Hi ft ory of the antient Kingdom of Argos, 


T HIS kingdom is fuppofed by Eufebius to have begun about 

1080 years before the firft Olympiad, it was at firft called 
JEgiaia, like the kingdom of Sicyon , and received the name of 
Argolis from Argos its fourth monarch. It was alfo called Hip- 
pim and Hippoboton , from the neighbouring paftures, in which 
Thefitua- Neptune is faid to have fed his horfes * j or rather from an cx- 


tion and cellent breed pf horfes which that country was famed for. It 
extent of was fituated on the north-eaft fide of tne Peloponnefe , being 
Jrgos. wafhed by the fea on that fide ; having part of Laconia on the 

fouth, and the kingdom of Sicyon on the north and weft. Its 
chief river was the Machus, which wafhed the metropolis of 
the fame name, both fo called from the founder of the king¬ 
dom. In this city was the brazen tower in which Danae being 
confined by her father, was deflowered by Jupiter. Next to 
Argos was Mycenm, which became in procels of time the feat of 
the kingdom. There were alfo Troexen , Nauplia , Nemea , fa¬ 
mous for the Nemean games, and Epidaurus, in which flood the 
moft famed temple of Mfculapius , reforted to from moft parts of 
Europe an&Af.a for the cure of all diftempers. 

Govern- The government of the Argives continued altogether mo¬ 
ment of narchical, from its firft foundation to its eftablifhing itfelf into 

a downright democracy. But by what laws they were governed, 


the Ar¬ 
gives. 


tory. 

Ina hus 


and how far their monarchs were limited, is impoffible to be 
determined. 

Their hif- The founder of the kingdom, as we have obferved, is faid to 

have been Inachus , the. fuppofed fon of Oceanus and Tethys ; 

* which perhaps means no more than that he came thither by fea. 
their firft He married his filter MeliJJa , by whom he had two Tons, Pbo- 
king. 1 roneus and Mgialus. 

Phor.netts'. Phoroneus fucceeded his father, enlarged his territories, and 

' built the city Phoroneum, into which he brought great part of 
his fubjedfs, who were before difperfed. By the nymph Lao- 
dice he had a fon, named Apis , and a daughter, called Niohe, 
who, being deflowered by Jupiter , had by him a fon, named 
Argos. 

*' Apis fucceeded his father; but for his tyrannical government 
- * was expelled by a fadtion fupported by Thelxion king of Sicyon ; 

.which account fhews how little dependance there is in writings 
of this epocha, fince Thelxion , the fixth Sicyon king according 
• to Eufebius., reigned near 100 years before Inachus. 
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Argos, the fon of Jupiter and Niobe, fucceeded his uncle. He A, 
isfuppofed to have been the founder of the capital city, and :o 
have called it and the whole kingdom by his name. He 
taught the Grecians agriculture, and from that time- they came 
to be called Argivi from him. The four following kings w: re, 

Criafus, Phorbas , Triopas , and Crotopus. In the reign of a.is 
la % Apollo is faid to have fent a monfter, called Pene , againft the 
Jrgians , which fnatched the children from the mothers bofom, 
and deftroyed them, becaufe a child which the king’s daughter 
had borne to him, being expofed by its mother, had been de¬ 
voured by the king’s hounds. This monfter being killed at 
length by Cesrebus, Apollo fent them a grievous peftilence. Ca- 
rcl/us ccnfulting the oracle how the anger of the god might be 
appealed, was forbid to return to Argos , and directed to take a 
tripod in his hand, and to build a temple to Apollo wherever it 

chanced to drop from him, which he accordingly did. 

The two next kings were, Sthenelus the fon of Crotopus , and 
Gehanor his fon, who was expelled his kingdom by Danaus an 
Egyptian. 

Danaus having been banifhed Egypt by his brother /Egypt us , 
for refufng to marry his fifty daughters to the fifty fons of his 
brother, came to Argos , and claimed the kingdom, as a def- 
cendant of Io the daughter of Inachus. The people, to whom 
the difpute was referred, decided in his favour: but foon after 
he was fettled on the throne, his kingdom was invaded by his 
fifty nephews from Egypt , who reduced him to fuch extremity, 
that he was forced to grant them his daughters in marriage, tho’ 
he had been forewarned by an oracle that he Ihould be killed by 
afon-in-law. To prevent the fulfilling of the oracle, he or¬ 
dered his daughters to kill all their hufbands on the wedding- 
night j which they all punctually performed, except one, named 
Hypcrmnc/lra , who fayed her bridegroom Lynceus \ on which 
account her father ordered her to be immediately put to death : 
but fhe was honourably acquitted by the more humane 
Argi 

Lyncctts , the hufoand of Hypermncfira , afterwards expelled I.yuceus. 
Danaus out of his kingdom, and reigned in his ftead. He was 


n - 
—?■/ 


Danaus'. 


ves. 


fucceeded by his fon Abas^ whole two fons, Prestus and Acri- 
futs , who were twins, are laid to have ftruggled together in 
their mother’s womb ; a fare prefage of tire fatal ftruggle they 
afterwards had for the kingdom. They are reported to have 
been the firft who made ule of targets in battle. 

Prestus found means to ftep firft upon the throne, and held it Prectus. 
about feventeen years ; his brother Acrifius having then raided 
a party againft him, and forced him to fly to his father- in-law 
jobates king of Lycia. Thefe two, railing an army in Lycia , 
loon invaded Argos , and obliged Acrifius to agree to a treaty ; 
by which Prestus had Tyrius , and other maritime places j and 
Acrifius Argos , and the inland towns. Prestus had 43 daughters 
by nis wife Stenobesa , or Antea, as lhe is called by Homer, 


r 4 


Acrifius , 
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Act ijins. Acrifius^ on the other hand, by his wife Eurydice had a 

daughter, named Danae . Having been forewarned by the oracle 
that a fon of hers fli uid kill him, he ftiut up the young princefs 
in a ftrong brazen tower, to prevent her having any converfa- 
tion with mankind, and kept fuch ftri& watch over her, that 
in all likelihood {he might have been out of danger of fulfilling 
the oracle, had not Jupiter melted himfelf, as the poets feign 
into a golden fhower, which Aiding thro’ the tiles into her lap* 
eluded all her father’s caution. This golden (hower feems to 
have been only feme confiderable bribe to thofe who guarded 
the tower. The fruit of the ftolen embraces was Per feus , who, 
when he was grown up, prevented Acrifius , who had then fal¬ 
len in love with his mother, from offering violence to her. The 
king, to be rid of him, ftnt him into Africa againft the famous 
Medufa ; but contrary to his expectation he returned victorious 
with her head, which was called Gorgon , having in that expe-s 
dition faved Andromeda , the daughter of the king of Joppa , from 
a fea-monfter; in recompence of which fervice fhe was given 

PerfeuSy to him in marriage. His grandfather Acrifius , hearing of his 

return, fled from Argos to Lariffa on the river Peneus. Tantalus , 
the king of that city, foon after, inftituting funeral games in 
honour of his deceased father, Perfens went thither, among a 
great croud of Grecian princes, and unwittingly killed his grand¬ 
father, by an unfortunate calf of the difk, which fell upon his 
foot. Perfcus , after the unhappy death of his grandfather, 
would not return to Argos , but chofe to exchange it with Mt- 
gapentbes the fon of Praties for the fmall kingdom of Tyrius ; af¬ 
terwards building the city Mycena , and making it the feat of 
his kingdom. This new metropolis becoming, in a {hort time, 
more populous and opulent than the other, the kingdom of Ar¬ 
gos was faid to have been tranflated hither ; tho’ prefently after 
the diffolution of the kingdom of Agamemnon , as it is called, it 
fell into fuch decay, that Strabo tells us there were fcarce 
any footfteps of it left in his time. Per feus having reigned 18 
years in the kingdom of Tyrius , was fucceeded by his fon Al- 
ceeusy two of whole brothers were, Stheneleus the father of Eu- 
ryjiheus , and Elettryon the father of Alcmena. Amphitryon was 
jtne fon and fuccefibr of Alcaus ; and by h:s wife, Aicmena , Jupi¬ 
ter is faid to have begot Hercules . Amphytrion , foon after,' acci¬ 
dentally killing Elcflryon , his uncle and father-in-law, was 
forced to fly to Thebes , where the child Hercules began to 
give early proofs of his courage, ftrength, and fiercencfs, 
having killed a lion before he was 18 years of age. 

Buryftbeus. ^eing reputed the fon of Amphytrion , Ev.ryjlheus , the coufin- 

~ ^ * german of his fuppofed father, who was then in poffelfion of 

the throne of Mycena , began to be jealous of 1pm, apd left no 
way untried jto be rid of him. Hercules, who perceived 
it, went to confult the oracle j and being anfwered, that it 
was the pleafure of the gods that he fhould ferve Euryfrheus n 
years, he was feized with melancholy, which afterwards turned 
into a fprious madnefs, during which he put away his wife Me- 
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afg a nd murdered all the children he had by her; as an ex¬ 
piation for which, twelve labours were impofed upon him 
jrfien he had recovered his fenfes. Thefe labours are, for the 
s$oft part, fabulous, and fome of them probably ftolen from 
the hiuory of Samfon , and other Hebrew worthies (a). 

The line of Per feus only lubfifted i n Hercules ; he, however, j treus an( j 
upon the death of Euryftheus, did not afcend the throne cff My- ThyeR tt . 


upon 


murdering his nephews, and feafting his brother with their 
flelh. The Heraclida , or defcendants of Hercules , in this reign 
came, under the conduit of Hyllus the fon of Hercules , and 
claimed the kingdom of Mycena , from which they had been 
driven by Euryjtheus . They agreed to decide the controverfy 
by fingle combat; and their champion Hyllus being killed, they 
immediately retired, not to return into the Peloponnefe , ac¬ 
cording to agreement, till fifty years were expired. Their 
grandmother Alcmena difappearing about this time, divine ho¬ 
nours were inftituted and paid to her *. Soon after their 
departure, Atreus was killed by JEgijlhus the fon of Thyejles , 
who was begot after the murder of his brothers. 

Agamemnon , the fon of Atreus , fucceeded to the throne of My- Agamem * 
ctnaL and was reckoned in his time the wealthieft and molt non . 
powerful potentate of all Greece , not only a great part of the 


fekponne J 


l porenta 
eje being 


fubjedt to him, but alfo feveral neighbouring 


illands. We have already given an account of his expedition, 
in conjun&ion with the other Grecian princes, againft Troy. 

After the burning of that city, a fatal quarrel arole between 
Agamemnon and his brother Men elans, Agamemnon parting in 
great anger. Upon his arrival at Mycena , he was murdered by 
his coufin-german Mgifthus and Kis wife Clytemnejlra , who 
during his long abfence had contracted an unlawful amour 
together. 

Mgifthus held the kingdom about i o yeaf s ; when both he zifthus* 
and Clytemnejlra were murdered .by Orejles the fon of Aga- * 

memnon. 

Orejles , who at his father’s death was but a child, had been Qrejhu. 
privately conveyed by his aunt Eleftra to Phocis , where he was 
educated. Having murdered the ufurper and his own mother, 
he took pofleffion both of the kingdom of Mycena and of Argos ; 



Paulan. Apollod. 


(a) There were many fabulous derful exploits. Diodorus and fa- 
heroes of the name of Hercules, fehius mention three of the name 
Authors differ greatly as to their of Hercules ; Servius fpeaks of 
number and genealogy; neither four, Cicero of fix, and Varro of 
are they agreed in fixing upon forty-four, 
the h?ro Who performed the won- 

which 


I 
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ef!< 


Penthtlus 
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which I aft fell to him by the flight of Diomedes into Italy^ after 
his return from the. liege of Troy. Orejlcs foon after ran re¬ 
flecting on the guilt of his parricide, became raving mad; hut 
recovering his fenfes, he went and killed Pyrrhus , the fon of Achil¬ 
les ^ in the temple of Apollo at Delphqs, as he was efpoufing Her- 
mione , the daughter of his uncle Mcnelaus , who had been pro- 
mifed to him in marriage. Then marrying Hermione , by her 
he got alfo the kingdom of Sparta *. 

Penthilus fucceeded his father Orejles in both kingdoms; but 
in the third year of his reign was killed in a battle again!! the 
Achcsi. The Heraclida , who had already taken polfelTion of 


Pcloponncfe 


felves mailers of the kingdoms of Mycenee and Argos', whicl 
they held until the conquell of the Peninfula by the Ma 
cedonians. 

After the parting of the kingdoms of Mycenee and Arm , as 
we have feen above, we find Adraftus a defcendant of Per feus 


Talaon 


This 


valiant prince married his two daughters; the one to Polhiues, 
prince of Thebes , and the other to Tydeus , who had come to his 
court upon different accounts. Polynices came to beg his affift- 
ance. againft fiis brother Eteocles , who had deprived him of his 
alternate {hare of the government, and foon prevailed upon him 
to afliff him in perfon with a numerous army. Adrajlus having 
arrived, with his army at the foot of Citharon , a celebrated hill 
among the poets, fent Tideus to Thebes to demand the perform¬ 
ance of the contrad between Polynices and him. Upon hisre- 


jEgialeus 


Meialeus 

• 1 • 
/ith Dior 


'y • 4 ~ 
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fufal, the Argians befieged the city, but were aim off all cutoff, 
Adrajlus , of all the generals, alone efcaping. After this fiege 

there is no more mention of him. 

He was fucceeded by his fon Mgialeus , who, a few years 
after, entered into a confederacy with Diomedes , the fon of his 
brother-in-law Tydeus , and with the five fons of the other ge¬ 
nerals who had loft their lives in that expedition, to revenge 
their deaths upon the Thebans ; and, if poffible, to level that 
city with the ground.,- Thence thefe feven captains were called 
Epiconi.. Following the advice of the oracle, and appointing 


• • ^ 


Dioxudei' 


!cmaan their general, they lucceeded in their entero 
Diomedes after fucceeding to the crown of Ar 


went 


Troy. During 


JEgiale , being plagued by Venus with a furor uteri , in re- 
e for the wound file had received from him at Troy y enter- 
d a criminal familiarity with Cometes , the fon of Sthendeus . 


her 


Mgialc 


' 1 

7 


tied with a few followers. 
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The Ueraclida in the mean time, fince their firfl: expulfion 
t of the Peloponnefe , by Eurijibeus , had made feveral fruitlefs 
tempts to regain it, failing in fome of their expeditions, by 
3lt rehending the meaning of the oracle. When they again 

they were promifed better fuccefs under a 




Where to find fuch a general was 


rdnffc *e <°7 c ' e 

aeneral that had three eyes 
a difficulty. At length, meeting an Mtolian , named Oxylus , 

Ur, was mounted on a horfe or mule, and returning to his own 

w - as he and the beaft he rode on had 


country, they flopped him 

but three eyes betwixt them, and fuppofing him to be the perfon 

po 
pro 


inted at by the oracle, they chofe him for their general, and 
mifed him the country of Elis for a recompence. 


The kingdoms of Argos, My cents, and Laccdamon , they chal¬ 
lenged as their undoubted right, the firfl as the descendants of 
Perfm, and the two laft as the defendants of Hercules ; who, 

having conquered them, left the firfl to Nejlor , and the laft to 
Tpidarus, in truft for his own children. Having reduced the 
three kingdoms, they kept their promife to their three-eyed ge¬ 
neral, who being a defendant of JEtolus, had a right to Elis, 

as his progenitor had been expelled from thence. The three 

chief heirs, Tmienus, Crefphontes, and Arijlcdcmus , or rather 
his two fons Eurijlben.es and Erodes, made a divifion of their 
conquefts. Temenus had Argos , Crefphontes Mycenee , and Lace- 

dtemon fell to the two laft. 

Temenus expreffmg a particular regard for Deiphontes , his fon- Temenus 
in-lav/, his fons fearing he would appoint him his fucceffor, hired at j r g 0 u 
the Titans to murder their father. According to fome, Dei- 
plmtes was his fucceffor, but according to others, his eldeft fon 
'Cifus, who was fucceeded by Lacidamas. But the royal prero¬ 
gative loiing .ground very fail, he had little elfe but the title of a 
king. Meltas , the fon of Lacidamas , impatient of fuch re- 
flraint, endeavoured, when it was too late, to reftore it to its 
ancient dignity. The people, however, proving too powerful, 
put a final end to the kingly authority 5 reduced the government 
into a downright democracy; and condemned their unhappy 
prince to death . 

The kingdom of Mycents was not much longer lived. Cref~ 
pbontes foon loft his new-gotten kingdom and his life, being 
murdered by the nobles with two of his fons, for his careffes to 
the people. His third fon, Epytus , fled to the king of Arcadia , 
who was his grandfather by the mother’s fide, and when of age 
regained his kingdom by his aftiftance. By wifely dividing his 
favours between the nobles and people, he gained the affe&ions 
of both to fuch a degree, that the kings from thenceforth were 
called rEpytides in honour of him. This popular liberality, 
however, could not fecure the regal dignity, which the people 
daily encroached upon, and at length totally fupprefling, efta-r 
bliffied their own power. 
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III. 


The Hi/lory of the antient Kingdom of Attica. 


The 


Attica. 


bounds of A r PCA was feated along the fouth coaft of the gulph 0 r 

Saron, having on the weft Megara and part of Bautin 
vju the eaft the Mgean fea, and on the north the reft of Bceot'mA 
the Euripus. It reached in length about ftxty miles, and its 
greateft breadth was about fifty-fix miles. It was antiently called 
ASie and At this j and, according to Pliny, extended quite to the 
IJlhrnus, fo that it muff have included Megara ; which, however 
Its foil ky the greater part of hiftorians, is reckoned a diftinft country*’ 
c p mate ’ The foil being naturally barren and craggy, the country re- 
and inha- ma ‘ ne< * unmolefted by invaders ; whence the antient inhabitants 

hitants. k?^ in £ remembrance of their firft progenitors, abfurdly ima¬ 
gined that they were the fpontaneous production of the foil, as 
well as the infedts; and as a badge of it, Thucydides tells ’us 
they wore a golden gralhopper in the curls of their hair. The 
climate is very moderate and the air ferene, efpecially about 
Athens, which ftood about two miles from the fea, with which 
it had a communication, by a channel reaching to the large har¬ 
bour, called Piraus , capable of containing above one hundred 
{hips. There were fome other ports and cities of note in this 
kingdom; particularly Rhamnus and Eleufis, which laft being 
the frontier towards Megara , had been fo ftrongly fortified, 
that it was reckoned impregnable. But the largeft and mod 
opulent was the metropolis, called at firft Cecropia, from its 
founder, Cecrops ; but afterwards Athens, from the goddefs Mi¬ 
nerva, called by the Greeks Athene, to whom the city was dedi¬ 
cated. Befides its ftrength, beauty, and opulence, it was 
chiefly famed, i. For the inviolable faith of its citizens : 2 , For 
being the nurfery of the beft fcholars and orators, choiceft wits, 
and greateft philofophers : 3. For having produced the greateft 

r brave generals of any city in the World, not even 


excepting Rome. 

The chief river in this fmall kingdom was the AJopus, v 
divided it from Bceotia , and emptied itfelf into the Euripus 
Their government, till the eftablifhment of the Arch 


The go¬ 
vernment 

of the “““P ® 0 ‘ 

. teen kings. 
AO^mm. fucceedi , 

accountable 
The reve 


together monarchical under a fucceflion of feven- 
The archons differed only from their kings, in 
)t by inheritance, but by election, and in being 


and frugality, are faid to have amounted to izoo Attic talents \ 
year; which vaft income gave them a vaft fuperiority over al 
their neighbours: and as their coin was commonly ftamped witt 




x 

Mela. Cluver. 



Byzant. &c, Plin. 
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aj ggure of an ox, hence was the phrafe fo frequent among 

Ae Greeks, of a thing being worth io or ioo oxen *. Nothing 
more vifibly difplays the wealth, ftrength, and populoufnefs of 
the Jttican ftate, than the numbei 


25J 


was 


lous 


Sf, 


number of large and popu- 
> them, fenced with ftately 
■ account of which we mult 


Alcmanttd tribe contained 13 towns or diftri&s. 

The Antiochian 18. 4. The Attalid 


2. 


The JEantid $ towns. 3 
1, The Egeid 12. 6. That of EriSlheus 

. ffippothoontid 16. 9. The Cecrop 
tmtine 16. 11. The Oeneid 13. 12. That of Ptolemaic 


3 


7. That of Hadrian 

10. The 

* 3 . 


That of Pandion 9. To thefe our author ad 
belonging to uncertain tribes, fo that the whole amounts to 178. 
Each tribe fent fifty deputies or Prytanes , to the grand council, 
which fat in the Prytanaum , and had a right to the greateft pla- * 
ces of the government f. 

This kingdom is generally allowed to have been founded by 


Cur ops, an Egypt 


Nile of that 


colony of Saits 


nology of Eu/ebius, 780 years before the firft Olympiad , that is, 
about the year of the flood 792. According to the fame author, 
itcontinued under its monarchs 486 years.. Thofe ancient mo¬ 
narch, however, at firft, both here and in other kingdoms of 
Greece , were feldom confulted by the people, except in cafes of 
danger, each city being governed by its own magiftrates and 
courts: but in procefs of time the kings found means to engrofs 
almoft the whole civil power. The Archontic government, 
which followed, though' made ele&ive by their law, yet con¬ 


tinued in the family 


laft 


One 
eftablifhment 


ment, from Cecrops to Solon , amounted to 959 years. 


lif- 


tory 


ips, the firft king, is faid to have built the city of Athens, Cecrcts 

nave married the daughter of A/it/zus* fnnnofpd to Viavi* r n 1 


monarchy 


firft deified Jupiter 


the 


king. 


darned facrifices to be offered to him as the fupreme deity J. He 
is affirmed to have been the firft who fet up altars and idols, of¬ 
fered facrifices, and inftituted marriage among the Grecians j 
who, before his time, it feems, lived promifcuoufly. He taught 
his fubjedls the art of navigation, ana for the better adminiftra- 
t,on of juftice among them, is faid to have divided them into 
the firft four tribes. Some likewife make him the founder of 
the Areopagus , which inftitution others attribute to his fucceffor# 
Geer ops reigned co years, and at his death leaving only three 
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Cranaus. daughters, Cranaus , one of the wealthieft citizens of Athcr 

found means to afcend the vacant throne ; probably by marry' 

in O’ nnp nf f-hp rim »o-h fprQ nf fhp rlpppnfp'rl mnnamfi ^ 


V 


ing one of the daughters of the deceafed monarch. 

Cranaus , after reigning about nine years, was dethroned b 

Asnphiclyon , the foil of Deucalion^ who had married his daugh¬ 
ter Attis, from whom the country was named Attica. I n ^ 
reign happened the flood of Deucalion ; but the deluge of 0 ^ es 
which deftroyed all Attica , where Ogyges is fuppofed to have 
reigned, was much more antient, and happened upwards of 


y V64I L/C 1 

Amphic- Amphi&yon 


tyon. 

Eriftho- 

nius. 


fed by 


Cccrops 

had reigned io years, was himfelf depo- 

Vulcan and Tetbys. He is faid 


Pandio 


to li^ye been the firft inventor of coaches, being lame of his 
feet, and to have been the firft who brought, or atleaft damned 
filver into coin. 1 

After reigning 50 years, he left the throne to his fon Pandion^ 
the father of Progne and Philomela , who reigned 40 years, and 
was fucceeded by his fon Ere Athens. In his reign Triptolcnm is 
affirmed to have taught the Athenians agriculture, which he had 
learned from Ceres , in whofe honour the Eleuji. 


inftituted. 


Elen ft. 


Ere&heus. Eredhcus was reckoned the moft powerful prince of his time. 


Cecrops 

XL 
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tie againft the Elcujinians. Cccrops II. the eldeft fon of Eretthm , 
fucceeded his father. He is faid to have been the firft who ga¬ 
thered the people into 12 towns, they having before his reign 
lived fcattered here and there in cottages. After reigning 40 
3'ears he was expelled from the throne by his two brothers, 
AAeiion and Pandoras , who, upon the death of their father, had 


for fome time contefted the fucceffion with him. 

Pandion His fon, Pandion II. however, held the throne for fome time, 
II. but was expelled by the Ions of his uncle Mction. Pandion fly-. 

ing to Mcgara , Pylas , the king of that city, gave him his 
daughter Pelia in marriage, and afterwards made him his luc- 
eflor. During his abode there he had four foils, and returning 
with them to Athens , he recovered the throne from the fons or 
Meiion , and after he had reigned 2.7 years in all, either left the 
kingdom among his four ions, or they agreed to divide it after 

among themfeves; nctv/irhftanding which, the 


his death 




ro 


M 


gcus finding himfelf defpifed by his fubjaSks, on account of 
his want of iffue, went and confuted the oracle of Ddpo :; 
and the anf.ver of the Pyrhonefc being very obfeure, he had re- 
cour (eto Pitbeus, king of 7 'rczrn, for an explanation. By the 
advice of that wife king, he privately got his daughter Aster a 
with child, but left her with her father and returned to Atom. 


She 






foon after delivered of 
/\t 10 years of age. 


<1 


fon, who v, 
bcina informed of his real father, 




the 


< Tbrfcus. ___ . ^ . 

he took leave of his mother and let out for Athens , fired vnu 
an ambition of imitating* the exploits of Hercules. 

Aigeus 
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g„ eus in the mean time laboured under no fmall perplexities 

f orn his difcontented fubjeCts, and his haughty brother Pallas, 
«ho had no lefs than 50 fons. An accident happened which al- 
moft drove him to deipair. Androgcus, the Ton of Minos , king 
of Crete, who had come to Athens to be prefent at one of their 
fcafts, was privately murdered by the orders of the king, who fuf- 
nc&ed his intrigues with his nephews. Others fay he wa's killed 
f n an encounter with theMarathonian bull: but however it was, 
Minos wanted to revenge the death of his Ton upon the Atheni¬ 
an and praying to the gods to affiff him, the Athenians- were 

punilhed with peftilence, famine, and feveral other calamities, 
and were told by the oracle, that they muft expeCt no relief till 
ttey were reconciled to the Cretan king. Minos required a very 
hinh fatis faCtion, and impofed upon them a yearly tribute of 
fevcn young men and feven young virgins, whom he condemned, 
to be devoured by a minotaur, or monfter, during the fpace of 
fevcn, or according to others, of nine years *. Thefe unhap¬ 
py victims were to be drawn by lot. 

In the third year of this treaty, Thefeus, after having per¬ 
formed many glorious exploits, arrived at Athens , and found 
that his father had married the inchantrefs Medaa , who had fled 
thither from Corinth , and deluded the old king with the hopes 
of renewing his age, and making him capable of begetting chil¬ 
dren. Thefeus was honoured and efteemed by the king and the 
Athenians, as a young flranger of extraordinary valour; but 
Medaa, who knew him, perfuaded the king to poifon him. 
Thefeus , however, before the poifoned draught was given him, 
luckily drawing his fword, which Mgeus had left with his mo¬ 
ther for his ufe, his father immediately knew him, embraced 
him as his fon, and owned him for fuch before all the court. 
This difcovery cutting off the expectations of Pallas and his 
fons, they broke out into open rebellion, but were without 
much difficulty reduced. Thefeus after this, having encouraged 
his old father with hopes of killing the minotaur, went and 
embarked voluntarily as one of the unhappy victims. Upon ar¬ 
riving in Crete , he obtained leave of Minos to fight the mino¬ 
taur, and being fo fuccefsful as to kill that monfter, he prevailed 
011 Minos to reflore all the Athenian captives that furvived, and 
to remit the tribute. He even carried off Ariadne , the king’s 
daughter, who, from her ardent paffion for him, had been of 
great Service to him in Crete ; but he afterwards bafely deferted her 
in the ifland of Naxos. When he approached to Athens , he 
negle&cd to hang out the white flag in token of victory, as he 
had agreed with his father, who being anxious for the fate of his 
fon, went frequently to a high rock to look for his return. 
Happening at latt to obferve the Jfhip with a black flag, he con¬ 
cluded his fon had fallen a victim to the minotaur; and in a fit of 

deipair, threw himfelf into the lea, which from him was after- 
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wards 



Thefeus. 
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wards' called: die jBgeatt Sea . He reigned 40 years, and was fa? 
ceeded by Thefeus . 

The young king being of an‘a£Uve and warlike 
fond of imitating the 


the throne, gathered 



Hercules > upon his firft acceflion 

Attica into the old • 


town, which he incoiporated into one city* He thend 

only the titi 
ai 


veiled himfelf of his regal 


excepting 


king, the command of the army, and the guardianlhip of 
their laws; committing the reft to proper m 
out of the three different orders of the people, namely, nobles, 
hufbandmen, and artificers. He likewife abolifhed all their dif- 
tin& courts of judicature, and built one common-council hall, 
called Prytanaum^ a noble building, which ftood for many ages. 
Having thus new modelled the government, his next care was 
to join the kingdom of Megara to his own, > in right of his 
grandfather, Pandton II. who, as we have mentioned, fucceeded 
bis father-in-law Pylas. 

The account of nis expeditions againft the Amazons , is full of 
fable and contradiction. The firft expedition he is faid to have 
undertaken in favour of Hercules , whom we mentioned in the 
Argian hiftory. Hercules , as a reward for his aififtance, gave 
him Antiope , one of the Amazonian queens, whom he had taker 
prifoner, keeping the other, named Hippolyte , for himfelf. Thi: 
is faid to have occafioned a fecond war, in which fome affirm 

Amazons , who were 


Euxine fea, invaded Attica. Others fay that Theft 



Pirithous , the fon of Ixion, and bein 




to his nuptials, helped him to kill a great number of Centaurs, 
or rather TheJJalian horfemen, who, in their cups, had offered 
violence to their female guefts. From thence thefe two went to 
Sparta , where they feized and carried off the famous Htm\ 
who, though then only nine years of age, was famed for the 
greateft beauty in the world. The time, place, and circumuances 


variou 


Plutarch , 


ravifhers were purfued as far as Tegea , bu 

they caft lots for their fair priforte 


ling to the fhare of Thefeus , he affifted his companion in the like 


attempt upon Proferp 
Molojji in Epirus , whi 


Aidonius 


During the abfence of Thefeus , Mnejlheus, the fon of FrfWj 
had fo ingratiated himfelf with the nobles and commons, that 
upon his return he found them very cold towards him. Cajtn 
and Pollux foon after invading his territories, to force him to n 

Athenians , by the perfualions < 


Helena 


Mnejlheus , opened their gates to the invaders; Theft 
himfelf and family awav privately, after he had p 


folemn 

unheard 


did 


failing to Crete } he was unfortunately 
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by a tempeft, upon the ill and of Scyros, where he was foon after 


2*7 


years. 


For 


mountain 


of this renowned hero, which the reader may find more fully 
in Plutarch s life of him. We fliall only add, that the Athe¬ 
nians fome time after dedicated a temple to him, and that the 


death, 


iituiu or o cyras in 

Athens. 


Mneftbem, who had been the caufe of Tbefeus’s leaving Atber, 
«® P“ d f° n SreahtM, the Athenian monarcl 

and eftablilned himielr on the throne by the afliftance of C.aft 
and Pollux, who had recovered their After Helena! The ne 


Mnejlh 


precipice. Mnejlh 


)f Theft 

puflied 


— — -o 

hefian line. 


Troy, the kingdom of Athens returned again 


one.of the fons of Thefeus, by Phatdra, fucceeded Demthen. 
Mnejlheus both in the kingdom .and in the command of the At he- * 

man forces before Troy. In his return from thence, he was en¬ 
tertained at bed and board by Phillis, the daughter of Lycurgus 
king of Thrace, to whom he promifed to come back from Athens 


fhe 


the Ephetce, confifting 
f Argives, for trying oi 
ders and lying in wait to kill. Demophoh reigned 


In his reign was 

n • • . 


was fucceeded by his fon or brother 


~ v- j 

fon Aphydi 


left 


Oxynles, 


bafiard fon of Oxyntes, murdering Amphydas, Tbytes, 

r nio rpinrn f h ^ ^ l 1 t it J 


in the firft year of his reign, feized the throne, which he held’ 
about eight years. He committed many bafe a&ions during his 
reign, and was depofecl for his pufillanimity. He had a conteft 


Xanthus 
fingl 


Thymcctes 


cowardly declining this offer, one Melanthus of Myccna an¬ 
gered the challenge, and killing Xanthus by a firatagem, fo 

S " 1 the Athenians , that they fet him upon the throng Me- 

perfuaded the Athenians to receive the Meffenians and 

Nejloridee, who were then expelled by the Heraclides. After 

reigning 37 years he left the kingdom to his worthy fon Codr us. 
Codrus reigned about __ - " ' * ** * * 


years. Being informed that the Codrus. 


Heraclides, who had conquered the Peloponnefe 
lg to invade Attica , were promifed fuccefs by the o 

d not kill the kinp- of the Athenian*: hf» rofnU,e>A . 


Bef. Chr. 

1069. 


country 


f_1r 1*1 r - 3 - —,- J 5 Mtigumiig mill- 

ieit like a peafant, went into the enemy’s camp, where, in 
"uarrelling with fome of their foldiers, he was flain bv them 

In fhn __ aA _ A _•_1_• t . J 


Athenians 


. J j , . -_ V . . , ,--a VV..O uunv, ICilL 

to demand the body of their noble prince, which ftruck fuch a 

panic into the invaders, that they decamped without linking a 

v 0Lt S blow. 



% 


z S 8 a general history 

blow. The Athenians conceived fuch veneration for their dc« 
ceafed monarch, that they efteemcd none worthy to bear the 

royal title after him; and therefore committed the management 
of the ftate to elective magiftratcs, called archons, chufmg 
Medan , the eldeft fon of Codr us, to that new dignity; from 
whom all the archons who fucceeded him were called Medon- 
tidae. This epoch proved vfery unadtive and barren, except that 
the people from time to time mewed their diflike of the fupreme 
authority’s becoming hereditary, as bearing too great a refem* 
blance to royal power. During the firft archon, Attica being 
crowded with foreigners and exiles from other ftates, they were 
forced to difcharge them in great multitudes upon the maritime 
coafts of Afta minor. Upon the very firft of thefe expeditions, 
Nilcus and the reft of the brothers of Me don, difcontentcd with 
his promotion, went with a great number of Athenians , loniam, 
and Thebans ^ to the coafts and ifiands of Afia , where they 
founded the 12 following cities, Ephcfus , Miletum, Priene, Co¬ 
lophon, My os, Zeos,. Lebedos , Clazomenay Erythra, Pboeeaa, 
Chios, and Samos. After a fucceffion of 13 archons, for 313 
years, the people then made the archons elcdtive every ten 
years. This new dignity, which was introduced the third year 
of the fixth olympiad, had fcarce palled through four hands, 
when the people again infilled upon a further limitation of it, 
Hippomencs , the laft of the line of Co dr us, was depofed for his 
tyrannical government, before he had enjoyed the dignity five 
years. Three others, however, ftill held the authority ten 
years each j but at the following ekiftion, the Athenians voted 
the dignity annual, and appointed the archons to be chofen 
from among the moft confiderable citizens for birth, wealth, 
and intcreft. From that time their government dwindled into a 
downright democracy, which Solon afterwards new modelled 
and confirmed*. 

SECT. IV. 

The Hijlory of the ancient Kingdoms of Boeotia and Thebes. 

Bceotia. A NCIENT authors fpcak of two kingdoms, of Boeotia, 

T\ the moft ancient, founded by Cadmus the Phoenician, the 
whence fo other founded in Thejfaly, by Bceotus the fon of Neptune, by 
called. Arne the daughter of JEolus, king of Molts, After his defen¬ 
dants had pofiefied this lettlement zoo years, they were expelled 
by the Thejfalians and marching fouthwards, feized Cadmeis, 
or the kingdom founded by Cadmus, and called it Bceotia. This 
invafton, according to Diodorus, muft have happened about 


* Paufan. Achiac. Juflin. 1. c, 6. Pclvscn. Stratag 
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Thebes. According to the poets, 

the ~ 


however, tne name Baeotia was given to the country by 
Cadmus , in memory of an ox, which had ferved him as a guide 
to the place where he founded Thebes. The Country was alio 
called Ogygia , from Ogyges, Aonia from Aon, the fon of Nep¬ 
tune, and Hyanthis from Hyas, the fon of Atlas. 

It was parted from Attica on the eaft by the mountain Cithm- j, s evtent 
ran: on the north it had the Euripus, on the weft the kingdom anc ] f ltua . 
of Phocis, and on the fouth the ifthmus of Corinth. It extended t j on . 
in length about 70 miles, and as much in breadth. The two 
chief rivers were the Afopus and the Ifmenus , which flowed from 
a large lake, called Capais , about fourteen miles in length, and 
eight in breadth. Part of the country is hilly, efpecially Aonia , 
properly fo called % r but the greateft part is low and flat, and its 
air fo thick and foggy, that Horace thought it the occafion of 
the inhabitants being fuch famous dunces. In this country was 
the famous Trophonian cave, in which Jupiter is laid to have 
given oracular anfwers. None were permitted to enter the 
cave till after many fuperftitious purifications, and thofe who 
had once been in it were never feen to laugh afterwards. Here 
were alfo the famed ftraits of the mountain Oeta. called 77 ^r~ 


ipyL 


ipvlos 


Thebes , fituate near the river Ip 


It is gene¬ 


rally.allowed to have been founded by Cadmus, and made the 
capital of his kingdom, from which his fuccefiors were alfo 
called kings of Thhebes. The government was monarchical, 
and perhaps more defpotic here than in other Grecian ftates. The go- 
Some date the original of the kingdom prior to Cadmus, and vernment 
reckoned Ogyges, or fome other, the founder of Thebes, which on he The- 
Cadmus only rebuilt. Hut this period before, and long after the bans. 
time of Cadmus , is wholly obfeured by abfurd and vile fables of 
gods turned into fatyrs and monfters, and other dreams of the 
poets. The time in which chronologers place the rape of Eu¬ 
rope, being about the year of the flood 8:5, the rebuilding of 
Thebes may be fuppofed to have been within a very few years 
after. . From thence to its being totally deftroyed by the Epi- Their hif- 
goni, it had flood above 230 years. There reigned in Thebes tory. 
after this, two kings more of the race of OEdipus, and three of 
the race of Peneleus , the great grandfon of Bosotus. The The¬ 
bans, then grown weary of kingly government, in imitation of 
their neighbours, refolved themfelves into a commonwealth. 

Ladnius, according to the Greeks, was the fon of Agenor , king 
of Si don, or as fome fay of Tyre ; but acc Di'ding to the Sido- 
raans, his countrymen, he was no more than the king’s cook, 
and his wife a mere minftrel at court*. Upon his arrival in 
hceotia he was oppofed by the Hyantes and Aones , who were 
then in pofteflion of that territory. The former he overcame 



* Athenaras 1 . 14. 
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in fight, and forced to retire to Locris , but the latter fubmitting, 
he incorporated them with his own people. He is generally 
allowed to be of the family of the Cadmonites , (mentioned by 
Mofes and Jojhua) who were Hivites , and his time falling in 
with the conqueft of Canaan , is a great confirmation of his lead- 
Cadmus ing a colony from thence into Greece. This is the opinion of 
the fir It Bochart, who fuppofes Cadmus’s wife to have been called Her- 

ki ;g. mione, from mount Hermon in the eaftern part of Canaan, The 

poets, indeed, among their other fi&ions, make his wife Her- 
mione the daughter of Mars and Venus , and that he had by her 
one fon, named Polydorus , and four daughters, Semele, the mo¬ 
ther of Bacchus , by Jupiter, Ino , Autonoe , and Agave. H e 
afterwards, by the appointment of the oracle, being chofen 
commander by the Enchela againft the Illyrians , left Thebes to 
Polydorus. his fon Polydorus , and headed them. In this place he begat 

another fon, whom he called Illyrius, and here he and his wife 
Were feigned to have been turned into ferpents ; that is, asfome 
interpret it, degenerated from their priftine civility into barba¬ 
rians. Cadmus is univerfally allowed to have introduced the ufe 
of letters into Greece. He taught the Grecians , moreover, trade 
and navigation, and brafs had the name of Cadmean given it, in 
memory of his being the inventor of it, or rather introducing 
the ufe of it into thofc parts. How long Polydorus held the 
throne is uncertain. When he died, he committed the care of 
his fon Labdacus and of the kingdom, to Nyfteus. His daugh¬ 
ter Antiope , a famed beauty, being foon after carried off by 
Epopeus , king of Sicyon, he refigned the guardianlhip to his bro¬ 
ther Lycus, to make war againft the ravifher, in which war he 
was mortally wounded. Lycus foon after recovered his niece, 
but as (he was coming back from Thebes , Ihe fell in labour, and 
was delivered of two fons, Amphion and Zethus , who, accord¬ 
ing to Homer , were begot not by Epopeus , but by Jupiter. Her 
return did not happen till after Labdacus was of age, when Ihe 
was lent back by Epopeus , to Ihun a war with which he was 
threatened by Labdacus. After her return, fhe was imprifoned 
by Zethus, to whom {he had been married before (he was ra- 

viftied. 

labdacus. Labdacus dying foon after, left his fon La]us and the govern¬ 
ment to the care of Lycus. Amphion and Zethus , the fons of 
Antiope , taking the advantage of the minority of Lajus , invaded 
the country at the head jpf a powerful army. Having defeated 
and killed Lycus, the guardian of the kingdom, they took pof- 
feflion of Thebes ; and Amphion feizing the Theban crown, call¬ 
ed the metropolis of the kingdom, or at leaft the lower city, 
Thebes , in honour of Thebe his aunt by the mother’s fide, while 
the upper city, or citadel, retained the name of Cadmea. Thefe 
two princes, according to Homer , fortified the city with a ftronj 
wall with leven gates, the ftones, according to the fable, leap¬ 
ing into their places at the found of Amphion s lyre j that is, the 
people were charmed into obedience by the rnufic of Amplnon 

who had brought that art from Lydia. Amphion and all h' ! 

famil; 
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family, with many others, being foon after cut off by a grievous 
p ] a g U e, Zethus fucceeded to the throne ; but his wife killing his 
only fon, he died foon after of grief; fo that Lajus , who had 
e fcaped when Thebes was taken, agdin recovered the throne. Lajus,. 
Inius having married JocaJla , the daughter of Creon , was fore¬ 
warned by the oracle, that if he had a fon by her, he ftiould be 
killed by him. JocaJla bearing a fon, Lajus gave him to a fhep- 
heid to be flain, who only expofed him, hanging him to a tree 
by the feet, according to fome. Being foon found by the herdf- 
man of the king of Corinth, that king, to whom he was brought, 
healed his feet, called him OEdipus, and brought him up as his 
own *• OEdipus , when he came of age, underftanding he was 
not the fon of the Corinthian king, went to the oracle of Del- 
fks to enquire after his parents, and by accident meeting Lajus 
at Phocis , who was likewife going to Delpbos to enquire after his 
ion, he unwittingly killed him in fome fcuffle that happened be¬ 
tween them. Going afterwards to Thebes , there he married his 
mother JocaJla , and obtained the kingdom by expounding the 
riddle of a monfter, called a fphinx. Eteocles and Polynices were 
the unhappy fruit of their inceftuous embraces, befides two 
daughters, according to fome ; but others fay thefe four children 
were by another woman f. 

OEdipus , by a fatal train of calamities, at length difcovering 
his parricide and inceft, was feized with fuch horror and dif- 
traftion, that he tore his own eyes qut ; and having curfed his 
unhappy pofterity, was conduced to Eumenides's grave in Attica , 
where he took fan&uarv, and foon after ended his miferable life, 

JocaJla having hanged herfelf for grief before he left the king-- 
dom. 

After his departure, his two fons reigned alternately one year 
each; but Eteocles , after he had reigned his year, refilling to 
refign, Polynices went to Argos , where he married the daughter 
of king Aarajlus , and engaged him to march to his affiftance 
with a powerful army. Adrajlus was joined by Tydeus , the fa¬ 
ther of Diomcdes , Amphiaraus, Campaneus, Hippomedon , and 
P'arthenopaus , at the head of their auxiliary forces. After feve- 
ral bloody encounters, it was agreed that the two contending 
princes mould decide the conteft by fingle combat; and fuch 
was their defperate fury, that they both fell by each other’s 
fvvord. The Argians afterwards engaging the Thebans , were 
almoft all cut to pieces, Adrajlus being the only general who 
efcaped; but the vi&ory coft the Thebans fo dear, that they 
were almoft ruined by it. Creon , who had taken the govern¬ 
ment of Thebes , refufed to allow the Argians to bury their dead. 

He was foon after killed by Thefeus , king of Athens , who came 
with an army againft him, and obliged the Thebans to permit the 
Argians to bury their flain, 

■ ! i | |» ■■ ! ■ ■■ M — mm I ■ " ■■■«■ rnmm ■■«■■■■■ — '■ » " m m ■■ ■■ 
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The war About ten years after, the fons of the generals who had p e . 
of the Fpi- rifhed in this war, entered into a confederacy againft the Tk~ 
gout. bans , from whence they were called Epigoni , and by the advice 

of the oracle, they confer: ed the chief command on Alcmmn, 
the fon of A/r.pbiaraus. The Thebans no£ being able to oppofe 
the enemy, \v..re obliged to abandon their city, which fome fay 
was plundered by the Epigoni. Others fay that Therfander , the 
fon of Polynices , difiuaded his allies from it, recalled the fugi¬ 
tive citizens, and reigned over them: foon after which he led 
them to the Trojan war, and was killed at Myjia by Telephus . 
After him reigned his fon Tefamenes. He was lucceeded by his 
fon Autcfion , who, we are told, was feized with fuch a dread¬ 
ful phrenzy, that he was forced, by the advice of the oracle, 
to retire among the Dorians. After his departure, there reign¬ 
ed at Thebes the three following kings, Damafichton , Piolemm , 
and Xanthus , who was ki'led in fingle combat by Melantbu i, 
who, on that account, was chofen king by the Athenians. After 
the death of Xanthus , the Thebans eftablifhed themfelves into a 
commonwealth *. 
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SECT, V. 


w 

The Hiflory of the antient Kingdom of Arcadia 

4 

T H E antient name of Arcadia was Pelafgi y fo call 

Pelafgus , its firft planter: the Pclafg 


The Ar~ 

the mod in other parts of Greece , but their chief and primitive feat is 
antient generally fuppofed to have been Arcadia , the inhabitants of which 
people of country are univerfally allowed to be the moll antient people 

in Greece. The country was alfo called Azenis , Azenia y Gi- 


Greece. 


gcmtis 


Parrhafta, and Pania , but the 
>f Arcadia , fo called from Areas 
Calliji 


of 


tion 

their 

kingdom 


The fitua- This kingdom was feated in the very heart of the Peloponnef 

being furrounded by Elis, Argolis , Laconia , Meffene , Si cyan, and 
Corinth. Its ground, which afforded excellent pafturage, made 
it famous for the vaft number of herds it bred, and for the tune¬ 
ful ftrains of its fhepherds. In this country was the famous 
river Styx , feigned to be the river of hell, on account of the 
coldnefs of its waters, which chilled thofe to death who drank 
of them, and were alfo fo corrofive as to eat iron and brafs. 

The Arcadians, like other Grecians^ were at firft a rude wilt 
people, till Pelafgus y or as others think, Arcas y the third in de- 
feent from him, taught them to build huts, and exchange thei] 
common food, which was herbs and roots, for nuts, acorns ; 





* Paufan. Baeot. 



OF THE WORLD. *6 

and beech maft. They afterwards applied themfelves to feed 
cattle, being invited to it by the fertility of the foil; but as they 
were frequently invaded by their neighbours; they were obliged 
to inure themfelves to fome warlike difcipline j hence they, 
efpecially the highlanders, became fuch excellent foldiers, that 
their alliance was very much courted in all the wars between 
the other eftates ; and they ufed to be hired as mercenaries, in 
the fame manner as the SwiJJers are now, which made them 
fome amends for their want of commerce, occafioned by their 

dillance from the.fea. 

Lycaon, the fon of their founder, introduced the worfhip of 
Jupiter among them, but having lacrificed a youth to him, the 
angry god is faid to have changed him into a wolf. Each of his 
fens, of whom he had a confiderable number, built a city and 
called it by his own name, peopling them with the ftraggling 
inhabitants of the country. In the next reign the people began 
to fow corn, to make bread, fpin wool, and to make themfelves 
garments of it. They feem to have maintained an inviolable 
friendfhip for the Mycenians ; but Hercules , of all the ancient 
heroes, had the greateft confidence in them; infomuch, that 
we feldom find them engaged in any extraordinary exploit, 

without fome Arcadian forces to affift him. 

Their government was at firft monarchical, yet by degrees the Their eo 
fubjefts began to claim, efpecially in matters of great moment, vernment" 
fomethingjike a negative power. They were not always united 
under one king, for it fometimes happened, that the kingdom 
was divided by the father between his fons, and continued fo till 
want of Blue, alliances, or fome other circumftance, united it 
again. JBefides this, the feveral cities built by the fons of Ly* ' 
caon , feem to have formed feparate cantons, who madfe alliances 
not only among themfelves, but with foreign ftates; but whe¬ 
ther they acknowledged one fovereign or not, is uncertain. 

The country was divided into the upper towards the north, 
and the lower towards the fouth, which ltift was the more moun¬ 
tainous of the two, and was famed for its breed of horfes and 

affes, the laft animal being fometimes ftiled the Arcadian night¬ 
ingale. 

Both upper and lower Arcadia abounded with cities, Tome 
of which were Megapel}s, Mantinea , Palanthim , Menalus , Tegea, 
Orchomenon, Glitorium , Nonacris , Pfopbis , Phialia , Szc. 

The chief mountains are Cillcne , faid to be the higheft in the 
whole country, Pholoe , famed for being the abode of the Cen¬ 
taurs ; Stymphalus , Parthenius , Lycccus , &c. *. 

It were in vain to expeift an exa6l chronology of this king¬ 
dom, confidering the uncertainty of its beginning. PVom their 
founder Pelafgus , to their laft king Arijlocratcs U. they reckon¬ 
ed a fucceffion of 25 monarchs. Some, indeed, upon a very 
flight foundation, have fuppofed Pelafgus to be thcYame with 


* Briet. parallel, de vet. Grace, 
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* 

Phaleg or Peleg, the Ton of Eber, in whofe days the earth was 
divided. Others place the foundation of their monarchy about 
the time of Mofes , and fome about the time of Jojhua. Sir 
Ifaac Newton is of opinion, that Pelafgus was cotemporary with 
Jnachus and Cecrops , the founder of Athens , who is fuppofed to 
have flourifhed about .the year of the flood* 792. According to 

Patifanias, Lycaon , thefonof Pelafgus, w as cotemporary with 

the Athenian founder. According to this fuppofition, the Arca¬ 
dian monarchy continued in the line of Pelafgus about S80 years, 
till the death of Arijlocrates II. 

Their hif- Pelafgus , as we have obferved, began to civilize the Arca- 
tory. dians. His fon Lycaon built a city on the mountain Lycaus, where 

he caufed Jupiter to be worfhiped. The cities built by his 
fons were very numerous, namely, Pallantium , built by Pallas, 
Orcjlhafurn , by Orejlheus , Phigalia , by Phigaleus, Trapezunte, 
by Trapezeus , and fo of the relt which were built by his other 
fons, Daceates , Mac areas, HeliJJon , Acacus , Thocaus, Hipfus , 
Menalus, Tegeates, and Mantineus. The other cantons bear¬ 
ing their founders names, were the Cromians, Chariftans , Tri- 
colones, Peretheans , Afeatiam , Lyceatians, Sumatians , Hercans , 
and Alipholians. Orchomenos alone did not call the city he built 
by his own name. The youngeft of Lycaon’s fons, called Oeno- 
trius, inftead of following the example of the reft, went and 
fettled a colony in Italy. Among fo many fons Lycaon had but 
one daughter, named Calijlo, with whom Jupiter having had 
an intrigue, Juno turned her into a file bear, and Diana fhot 
her to death. 

NiSlymes, the fon of Lycaon, fucceeded his father, and he 
dying, as is fuppofed childlefs, the crown fell to 

Areas , the fon of his lifter Calijlo, by Jupiter , who gave his 
name to the kingdom, introduced hufbandry, and civilized his 
fu'oje&s. Areas , according to the poets, had three fons by a 
dryad, or wood nymph, called Erato , befides a natural fon be¬ 
fore his marriage. He divided his kingdom among his three 
ions, and 

Azan, the eldeft, fucceeded him on the throne, which he left 
to his fon Clitor, who built a city, which he called by his name, 
and was the molt powerful prince of his time; but dying childlefs, 
hisftiare of the Arcadian kingdom fell to Epytus, the eldeft fon 
of his third brother. He being bit to death by a venomous fer- 
pent, left the kingdom to his coufin 

Alcus , the fon of the fecond brother. This prince made 
< Tegca his metropolis. He had three fons, Lycurgus, Aphidajms , 
and Cepheus , and a daughter named Auge , who being debauched 
by Hercules, during his abode at Tegea, was ordered to be 
drowned by her father, but file and her fon Telepbus were both 
faved. 

Lycurgus , his eldeft fon, fucceeded him, but furviving his two 
fons, he left the kingdom to Echemus, the great grandfon of his 
father Aleus. 


Echemus 



OF THE WORLD. 


Ecbemus aflifted At re us , king of Ar, 
and killed their champion Hyllus in ft 


againft the Heraclidt 
combat. He left t! 


named 

Jgapenor, who commanded the '"Arcadian troops at the liege 
of Troy. On his return, being caft upon the coaft of Cyprus, 
lie fettled at Paphos , where he built a temple to Venus. 

Hippothous , tne great grandfon of Stymphalus , who was the 
grandion of Areas, by his youngeft foil, fuceeeded him in the 
kingdom of Arcadia. He transferred the royal' feat to TraPeza v 
and was fuceeeded by his fon F * 

Epytus II. in whofe days Orejies , the fon of Agamemnon , re¬ 
tiring into Arcadia , died, and was buried near Tegea. Epytus 

was afterwards ftruck blind for his prefumption in venturing 
into the temple of Neptune at Mantinea. 

Cypfelus his foil fuceeeded him, in whofe days Crefphontes , hav¬ 
ing by indirect means acquired the kingdom of Mycena. was 
murdered with two of his Tons. 


The third fon, named Epyt 


thorites 


Cypfelus , who was his grandfather by 
ned fuccours from him, and killing the ufurp 


The 


lfland M 


Pompus 


Polymejl 


by land, carriage to the fea port__ 

fo beneficial to his kingdom, that he in gra- 
and fucceflor iEginetes . 

fuceeeded his father, in whofe 


Lacedamonians invaded the Tegeans , but_ 

,°f the Arcadian women, and both they and their king 
ith the chains they had brought for the Tegeans. The 
wever, was foon after releafed, upon his oath and pro¬ 
file Lacedamonians fhould not fierht avainft 


more. 


Eehmis fuceeeded his brother Polymeflor , and aflifted the My 

mans, the conftant allies of the Arcadians , againft the Lace 
amonians. 


Arijlocrates I 
prince. Havin 
Hymnia, at the 
by his fubje&s. 


-- —— wao a witAcu 

* ravilhed a young virgin, prieftefs of Diana 
very altar of the goddefs, he was ftoned to death 


% e $ as is fon fuceeeded him, and left the throne to his 
Ariftocrates II. the laft of the royal line of Cypfelus , w 

ironed to death by his fubje&s, for his treachery to the 

mans his allies, whom he betrayed to the Spartans , then 
with them *. 


Meffe 
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2 heffaly, 
whence fo 
called. 


T 


its divifi- 
on. 


extent. 


The Hijlory of the antient Kingdom ^Thessaly. 

HESSAEY is fuppofed to have received its name from 

Thejfalius , the father, or according to others, the fon of 
Gracus, king of an obfcure village, from whom the Greeks are 
faid to be defcended *. It was alfo antiently called Mmonla 
Pelafgia from Pelafgus , and Pyrrhaa from Pyrrha , the wife of 
Deucalion. 

It was divided antiently. into four diftri&s, or perhaps king¬ 
doms, namely, Thejfaliotis , IJleotis , Pelafgiotis , and Phtbiotts, 
Deucalion was kingof this laft when the deluge that goes by his 
name happened. That flood deftroyed all the inhabitants of this 
and the neighbouring countries, except thofe that happily efcaped 
into the high mountains. Deucalion and his wife laved them- 
felves in an ark, which, on the tenth day, relied on Parmjfus , 
from which they are feigned to have re-peopled the country by 
the throwing of Hones behind them. Thejfaly , properly fo called, 
its fitua- was bounded on the eall by the provinces of Magnefia and 
tion and Phthia , which were fometimes included in it ; and then its 

eallern boundary was the Mgean Sea. On the weft it had III], 
ricum and Epirus ; on the north Macedonia and Migdonia ; and 
on the fouth Gracia Propria. From eaft to weft it extended 
about i o.' miles, and near 80 miles from north to fouth. It 
was famous for its 24 hills, the moft remarkable of which were 
Its moun- 1. the Olympus , celebrated among the poets for its extraordinary 

height; 2. Othrys ; 3. Pelion ; 4. Offa and Nephele ; inhabited 
hy Centaurs, who were. afterwards killed or driven away by 
Hercules. Here were alfo the plains of Pharfalia , and the de¬ 
lightful valley of Tempe. On the fouth borders of Thejfaly were 
feated the Dolopes and Myrmydons , whom Achilles led to the 
Trojan war. This whole kingdom was very pleafantand fruit¬ 
ful, being well watered by feveral great rivers that fun quite 
acrofs the country; the chief of which were the Peneus, run¬ 
ning through Tempe , the Aliacmon , E rig on, and Axius, all 
which empty themfelves into the Mgean Sea. The country was 
noted for producing poifonous weeds and drugs ; hence Plautus 
makes ufe of the word Thejfalus to exprefs a poifonous thing. 
The chief cities were Larijfa , famed for giving birth to Achilles , 
whom the poets, however, fuppofe to have been born at Phthia ; 
Demetrius , Pegafa , famous for being the place where the Ihip 
Argo was built; Pythion , celebrated for the Pythian games, in- 
ftituted here in honour of Apollo, with many others mentioned 
by father Brietf. According to Heliodorus , the metropolis of 


tains 


and ri¬ 
vers. 


• •* Eufeb. Cbron. Byzant. fub voce Graicos and Thefial. Cluvtfc 
gecgr. Mela. 1 . ii. f Briet. parallel, de vet. Gr*c. 
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ffiejfaly was called Hypatha , and was fituated near the Sinu* 

jdaliacus , at a fmall diftance from mount Oeta. 

Thejfaly was famous among other things for fuch an extraor¬ 
dinary breed of oxen, that Neleus , king of Pylos, refufed to 
give his daughter in marriage to Melampus , king of Tyrias , ex¬ 
cept he procured him feme of them. This he aceomplifhed by 
the help of his brother Bias , then in pofleflion of another part 
of the Argolic kingdom ; and Neleus left them to Nejlor , who 
kept them in a liable under-ground, which remained in the 
time of our author *. What fine horfes they bred, and what 
expert horfemen they were, appears from the fi&ion of the 
Centaurs, which is allowed to have taken its origin from them. 

Thefe monfters were faid to have had the body of a horfe, with 
the upper parts of a man, and to have been the offspring of 
Ixion by a cloud ; that is, they were famous horfemen that in¬ 
habited a country called Nephele , which, in the Greeks fignifies 

a cloud. 

The Thcjfaliam were a warlike nation, and excelled in cavalry. The cha- 
As their country was pleafant and fruitful, nothing but their ex- rafter of 
traordinary valour could have faved them from being fwallowed the Phef- 
upbyfomeof their neighbours, confidering that their territo- falians* 
ries were as often disjointed from each other, under different 
princes, as united together under one. It were in vain, there¬ 
fore, to attempt to give a fucceffion of their kings, confidering 
theobfcurity of this period. We lhall content ourfelves with 
only mentioning what is mofl: remarkable under any of them. 

At the head of all muff be placed the celebrated Argonautic ex¬ 
pedition, which, according to archbifhop VJher 9 happened about 
the year of the flood, iob8. 

The occafion of this expedition was as follows : /Ffon 9 the The Ar- 
third in defcent from AloIus, being either worn out with age, gonautie 
or weary of government, appointed his brother Pclias guardian expediti- 
of the kingdom, during the minority of his fon Jafon . Pelias 9 on. 
refolving to fecure the government to himfelf, confulted the 
oracle about his deffgn, and was bid to beware of the man that 
had but one Ihoe. Some time after, Pelias calling his nephew 
to him, Jafon in his hurry to crofs a brook dropped one of his 
Ihoes, which gave his uncle a fufpicion that he was the perfon 
pointed at by the oracle. His uncle then afking him what he 
would do with a perfon of whom the oracle had bid him beware, 

Jafon anfwered, that he would fend him in fearch of the golden 
fleece to Colchis , which is a country lying between the Euxine 
Sea and Iberia. It had fome confiderable mines of gold, which 
gave rife to the fable of the fleece, which, according to the 
poete, was hung upon a great oak, in the grove of Mars , and 
guarded by a dragon that never flept. The country alfo abound¬ 
ing with poifonous plants; Medea , the king's daughter, who 

* faufan. in Ivleffraic. 


knew 


I 
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knew, how to prepare them, was therefore fuppofed an inchan- 
trefs. Pelias immediately ordering Jafon to undertake the en- 
terprife; he made no difficulty to obey, and having engaged a 
cbnfiderable number of young noblemen, the flower of all 
Greece* he caufed the. {hip Argo to be built j hence he and his 
gallant company were called Argonaut a. The firft place they 
touched at was the ifland of Lemnos , then inhabited by female 
warriors, who entertained them very kindly. From thence they 
failed to the country of the Deliones , where they were alfo re¬ 
ceived in an hofpitable manner ; but having afterwards, through 
miftake, a bloody encounter with the inhabitants, they failed 
tO' Myfia , near the Hellefpont , where Hercules , who had broken 
his oar, going alhore to aut another, flayed too long and was 
left behind. The Argonauts next touched at Bythinia , where 
Amycus, the king, obliged them, as he did all ftrange comers, 
to nght him at hurlbats, and was killed by Pollux. They then 
failed to Salmydeffiis , a city in Thrace , where the famous blind 
foothfayer Phinaus , being delivered by them from the monfters 
called harpies, which had long wings and claws, with the faces 
of women, directed them how to fail between the rocks, called 
Simplegades , in the ftraits of Bofphorus , which were faid fome- 
times to be driven againft each other. Their next ftation was 
the mouth of the river Parthenius , where Idmon , a foothfayer of 
their company, was killed by a wild boar, and their pilot dying, 
was fucceeded by Ancaus. At length, having crofled the river 
Thermodon and pafled in view of mount Caucafus , they arrived fafc 
at Colchis. Jafon having demanded the golden fleece of Metes, 
the king, he promifed to deliver it to him, on condition that he 
yoked together, by his own Angle ftrength, two fierce and ter¬ 
rible bulls, which had brazen hoofs and breathed out fire and 
flame, and plow the ground with them, fowing it with dragons 
teeth. Medea , the king’s daughter, having fallen in love with 
Jafon , promifed him if he would marry her to relieve him from 
hi& perplexities j and he agreeing to her propofal, {he taught 
him how to tame the bulls, fo as to be able to yoke and ufe 
them. She told him, moreover, that the teeth he was to fow 
would immediately fpring up into armed men, and that to pre¬ 
vent them from deftroying him, he muft throw ftones at them 
to raife a diflfention among them, and by that means they would 
deftroy each other. Jafon having fuccefsfully performed the 
talk, went and demanded the fleece; but Metes , inftead of ful¬ 
filling his promife, was contriving to burn his Ihip and deftroy 
him and his companions. Medea to prevent this mifchief, call 
the watchful dragon into a deep fleep by her inchantments, 
ftole the fleece, and carrying it to Jafon, immediately embarked 
with him and his companions, taking her brother Abfyrtus with 
her, whom Ihe afterwards tore in pieces, and fcattered his limbs 
here and there to retard the purfuit of her father. She and the 
Argonauts , after having felt the effects of Jupiter's anger for the 
murder of Abfyrtus , and fuffered many calamities for fevera! 

months. 
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months, arrived at length fafe in Thejfaly*. Such was the fam¬ 
ed Argonautic expedition, celebrated by antient poets and hif- 
torians, as a moft perilous and wonderful undertaking j though 
our modern navigators would think nothing of performing the 
fame voyage in a few weeks in an open bark. 

Pelias , who never expected the return of Jafon, had, by his Pelias. 
intrigues, forced the old king to poifon himlelf, and the queen 
jilcewife in defpair having hanged herfelf, he thought himfelf 
iecure on the throne, .when Jafon arrived fuccefsful and victo¬ 
rious, and brought the fleece to him. Jafon, not daring openly 
to claim his right, Medea had recourfe to her magic againfl: the 
ufurper $ and, as fome fay, reftored Jafon s father to life. She 
then perfuaded Pelias ’s daughter to boil her old father, on pre¬ 
tence (he would reftore him to youthful vigour, but upon her 
non-performance, his fon Acajlus mounted the throne, and 
Jafon and his wife being by him bammed from Thejfaly went to 
Corinth . 

Acajlus is famed for haying been a great hunter. His wife Acajlus, 
Hippolita or Cretheis , having in vain folicited Peleus , the fon of 
Cacus to her bed, in refentment accufed him to her hufband of 
having made attempts upon her honour, and Acajlus endeavour- 
ingto kill him, was himfelf and his unchafte wife flain by Peleus. 

The next Thejfalian prince was the celebrated Achilles, the Achilles. 
fon of Peleus and Tethys , the goddefs of the fea. This hero 
was king of Phthia , one of the four provinces of Theffaly , and 
is feigned to have been dipped by his mother in the river Styx, 
when he was a child, and to have been made invulnerable by it 
in every part, except the heel by which {he held him. He was 
inftru&ed by the centaur Chiron , who taught him mulic, arms, 
and the riding of the great horfe. His mother being warned by 
the oracle that if he went againfl: Troy he fhould there meet his 
death, fent him privately in women’s apparel to Lycomedes , king 
of Scyrus , one of whofe daughters was got with child by him, 
and bore the celebrated Pyrrhus , afterwards king of Epirus . 

The Grecian chiefs being alfo allured that without Achilles they 
could not conquer Troy, UlyfJ'es craftily difeovered him. During 
the fiege he had a quarrel with Agamemnon , on account of a 
beautiful female captive, which made him withdraw for fome 
time from the army; but his dear friend Patroclus being foon 
after flain by Heftor, he dropt his refentment, and returned to 
the camp to revenge his death againfl: the Troians. He flew 
Heftor , and after his death treated his body in a barbarous man¬ 
ner, caufing it to be tied to his chariot, and dragged thrice round 
the walls of Troy. This inhumanity did not go long unpunifh- 
ed; for Paris , the brother of He£1 or, whofe body had been re¬ 
deemed by his father Priam , foon after {hot Achilles in the heel, 
the only place in which he was not invulnerable. 




* Hind. hift. Grsec. Paufan. Apollon. Argonaut. 1, ii. Apollod. 1. i. 
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According to Thueidydcs , about fixty years after the taking of 
‘Troy, the TheJJalians are faid to have driven the Boeotians froni a 
(mail territory in Theffaly , and the Boeotians poffefling themfelves 
of the country of Cadmeis, called it by .their name Baeotia . 

The next memorable thing of the TheJJalians is their conflant 
wars with the Pbocians , a people who inhabited a tradt of land 
between the fouth border of Tbeflaly and the bay of Corinth, It 
is not eafy to guefs at the true ground of thofe wars, only we 
find there was an irreconcileable hatred bgtwen the two nations- 

infomuch that they never ceafed their hoftilities againft each 
other, till each ceafed to be a nation. The TheJJalians , though 
fuperior in flrength, efpecially on account of their cavalry, 
were very often worfted by the policy of their enemies, whole 
country being very mountainous, the avenues into it were almoft 
inacceflible to cavalry. 

Thefitua- The country of Pbocis , as we obferved, lay betwixt Tbeflaly 
tion and and the bay of Corinth. On the weft it was bounded by Mtolia, 
extent of Locris , and Ozolea , and on the eaft by Megaris and Bceotia, 
the king- According to Dionyfius Periegetes , it antiently extended itfelf as 
dom of far as Thermopyla , but the Pbocians were very early deprived of 
Pbocis. that part of their country. Its greateft length from north to 

fouth was about 35 miles, but from eaft to weft it fcarcely ex¬ 
tended 30 miles. 

Phocus , the fon of Ornytion, a native of Corinth , is fuppofed 
to have given his name to the country; but another Pbocits, 
fon of Macus , king of Enopia or Egina , foon after invading it, 
at the head of the Egin eta, the memory of the firft infenlibly 
gave way to that of the fecond. 

Pbocis was famed for feveral celebrated mountains, the three 
principal of which were, ParnaJJus, facred to Apollo ; Helicon ; 
and Citharon j both confecrated to the mufes: all three were 


highly celebrated by the poets. 

The firft: ft had feveral confiderable cities, the chief of which was 

difeovery Delphos or Delphi , famous for the temple of Apollo, whofe ora- 
of the cle was referted to from all parts of Aft a, Europe, and Africa. 
Delphic How Apollo came by the honour of this oracle is variouily rc- 
oracle. ported. Some fay that it originally belonged to the earth; others 

to Neptune and the Earth, and that he refigned his fhare to the 
Earth, who was fucceeded by her daughter Themis. That flic 
refignod it to her fifter Phoebe , and fhe to Apollo. Its firft dif¬ 
eovery is faid to have been owing to fomc goats, who being ob- 
fervea by their fhepherd, upon their approach to a certain cavern 
in the mountain ParnaJJus, to frifk about and utter fome ftrange 
founds, he had the curiofity to go and view it, and found him- 
felf feized with the like fit of madneis, (kipping about and fore¬ 
telling things to come. This being known, multitudes flocked 
thither, many of whom were feized with fuch phrenfv, that 
they threw themfelves headlong into the cavern; infomuen, that 
they were forced to prohibit, by an edict, any from approach¬ 
ing it. After this they placed, at the mouth of the cave, a tri¬ 
pod, or three-footed ftool, upon which a virgin being feated, 

received 
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received and returned the anfwers of the deity. Paufanias , upori 
the credit of the Phocians , has given us feveral different accounts 
of this wonderful place, which our readers may fee in that au¬ 
thor. The cave was at length covered with a chapel, made of 
laurel boughs} next, according to the Phocian tradition, by one 
of wax, reared by the bees; and afterwards a third was built 
of folid copper by Vulcan. This laft being deftroyed by an 
earthquake, or by fire, a fumptuous edifice all of ftone was 
erefted by Agamedes and Trophbnus. 

Delphos was fo excellently fituated, being in the heart of all 
Greece> that it became in time the feat of the general council of 
all the Grecian ftates. Here fat the court of the Amphittyoncs, 
who were chofen out of the prime cities of Greece. Caufes of 
all kinds were brought before them, and their fentence was 
deemed definitive. Deucalion began to reign in that part of 
Pbocis , in the neighbourhood of ParnaJJ'us , about the time that 
Cecrops fettled at Athens. But: afterwards the Phoceans formed 
themfelves into a commonwealth, governed by their general 
aflemblies, the members of which they chofe from among 
themfelves, and changed as often as occafion required. 

The hiftory of the Phocians is altogether obfcure, till the The Pho~ 
time of the holy war begun againft them on the following oc- dan hif- 
cafion. They having prefumed to plough the territories of the tory. 
city of Cyrra , which was confecrated to the Delphic god, were 
fined by the court of the Amphiffyons for their facrilege. But 
refufmg to pay the fine, on pretence that it was too large, next 
feffions the court adjudged their dominions confifcated to the ufe 
of the temple. The Phocians, who were only more exafpe- 
rated by this fentence, Avent and feized upon the temple, plun¬ 
dered it of its treafure, and held the facred depofxtum for a con- 
fiderable time. The AmphiRyans for this fecond crime, formally 
declared war againft the Phocians , in which the feveral ftates 
took part according to their inclinations and interefts. Athens , 
and Sparta with fome others of the Peloponneftans declared for 
the Phocians , and the Thebans , Thejfalians , Lochans, and other 
neighbouring ftates againft them. This war, Avhich Avas car¬ 
ried on with great fury on both fides lafted ten years, but the 
Phocians , who had made a gallant defence, Avere at length to¬ 
tally defeated by Philip of Mace don. A fine of 60 talents Avas 
then impofed upon the Phocians , to be paid annually to the 
temple till all the damage it had fuffered by them was fully re¬ 
paired, and till that was done, they were excluded from dAvel- 
ling in any walled towns, and from having any vote in the grand 
aflembly. They were, however, foon after releafed from this 
heavy fentence, their known bravery making them fo neceflary 
to the reft, that they were glad to remit it *. The other towns 
in this country were on the fea coafts, Cyrra , CriJJa , and 
Anticyrra , and in the inland Pythia , Daulis , Elatia , Ergojlhe- 
ma i and Balia , &c. 
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SECT. vir. 

The Hijlory of the antient Kingdom of C ORINTH, 

Corinth , ^T^HIS final! kingdom was called Corinth, according to fome 
whence fo A from Corinthos, the fon of Jupiter, or according to others 
called. the grandfon of the fun’s grandfon. But moft authors afcribe 

the name of the kingdom, and the building, or rebuilding of 

Corinth, to Corinthos , the fon of Pelops. Among its other an- 
tient names, the city was called Heliopolis, or the city of the 
Sun ; but on what account is quite uncertain. 

The ex- The bounds of this kingdom were, on the eaft, the gulf of 
tent of the Saron ; on the fouth, the kingdom of Argos ; on the weft, Sicyon • 
kingdom, and on the north, part of the bay of Corinth and the ifthmus* 

which joins the Peloponnefe to the continent. Its utmoft extent 
from eaft to weft was about 3© miles, and from north to fouth 
about half that fpace. It abounded with mountains, the chief 
of which was Aero cor inthium, at the foot of which the city of 
Corinth was built, and at the top the citadel, about 60 fades 
from the fea on each fide. The city of Corinth is faid to have 
been founded by Sijyphus, the fon of AEolus, and grandfather of 
UlyJJes, and its antient name to have been Ephyra, from a nymph 
of that name, the daughter of Oceanus and Tethys\ and accord¬ 
ing to others of Myrmex, the wife of Epimethens, the fon of 
Japetus. Sifypbus is fuppofed to have founded it about the year 
of the flood 834. The only two cities of any note next to Co¬ 
rinth in this fmall ftate, were Lecheum, feated on the bay of 
Corinth, and Cenchrea on that of Saron, which were looked 
upon as the two havens of the metropolis. They were fo well 
fituated for naval commerce, which was the chief ftudy of the 
Corinthians, that they made ample compenfation for the bar- 
rennefs of the foil. 

Corinth , The Corinthians by addidling themfelves more to trade 

one of the than war, became in time exceeding opulent; fo that what 
firft cities influence they had over the other ftates, was rather owing 
of Greece to their wealth than to their valour. Their flourifliing com- 
for beauty merce drawing ftrangers thither from Europe and Afia, their 
and city at length became one of the fineft in all Greece , being 

wealth. adorned with fumptuous buildings, fuch as temples, palaces, 

theatres, porticoes, and other edifices, all of them enriched 
with elegant columns, capitals, and bafes, from which 
the Corinthian order took its name, with numberlefs ftatues 
done by the moft famous artifts; infomuch, that with refpeft to 
its riches, greatnefs, and excellent fituation, the Romans efteem- 
ed it equally worthy of empire with Carthage and Capua. Among 
other artificial rarities may be reckoned the fumptuous embcl- 
lifhments of the' fountain of Pyrene, fuppofed to be the fame 
with the fountain Hippocrene, feigned by the poets to have fprung 
from Pegafus ftriking his foot againft the rock. Thefe embel- 
lifhments confifted of feveral caves in form of grottos, all co 
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yered with white marble. The theatre and the ftadium, or 
courfe, were alfo both adorned with white marble. The tem¬ 
ple of Neptune was ornamented with a multitude of brazen 
tritons, or fea gods, befides a great number of other embellifh- 
ments, and its avenue on one fide was lined with the ftatues of 
all thofe who had won the prize at the ifthmian games, which 
are faid to have been inftituted in honour of Neptune ; arid on 
the other fide with ftately pines fet in regular rows. We mult 
refer our readers to Paufanias for a full defcription of all the 
other edifices and mafterpieces of architecture, carving and 
painting, with which this fmall fpot of ground was enriched. 

The Corinthians , notwithftanding their afliduous application 
to trade, did not forget to cultivate a regular difcipline both in 
peace and war. Though war was not their common occupa¬ 
tion, yet they furriifhed many brave, and experienced generals 
to the reft of the Grecian cities ; infomuch, that it was com¬ 
mon for thefe to prefer a Corinthian general to one either of their 

own or any other ftate. 

The defendants of Sifyphus , after enjoying the throne of The an- 
Corinth for feven or eight generations, were at length expelled tient hif- 
by Aletes, one of the HeracUda. From him we meet with a toryofthe 
long fucceffion of kings of his line, concerning the greateft Corinthi¬ 
an of whom little elfe remains but their names' and the years am. 
they are faid to have reigned. The race of Aletes held the mo¬ 
narchy of Corinth between 3 and 400 years, under the name of 
Heraclidce , and almoft as long under the name of Bachideei 
but the Corinthians at Iaft, grown weary of kingly government, 
entirely diflblved it, in the reign of Telejles their laft king, who 
was murdered after he had reigned 12 years. Upon his death 
200 of the principal Bach idee feized upon the government, 

{haring the adminiftration of affairs among the'mfelves, and 
ele&ing a fupreme magiftrate out of their own body, whom they 
called Prytanis , to prefide over the reft. Corinth continued un¬ 
der this ariftocracy for feveral years, when Cypfeius defended 
from them by the mother’s fide, having received fome obfture 
hint from the oracle that he fhotfld be king of Corinth , found 
means to wreft the power out of their hand. From Sifyphus 
the firft founder, to this Cypfeius , the Corinthian government 
had flood almoft 860 years *. Sifyphus , who is generally al¬ 
lowed the firft founder of the Corinthian kingdom, was the fort 
of Eolus, and was killed by Thefeus , for the many inroads he 
made into Attica. He left feveral Tons, and amongft them. 

Glaucus j Laertes , the father of Ulyjfes ; and Ornythus or Orny- 
tion, the father of Phocus , who gave his name to Phocis, whither 
he carried a colony. 

Glaucus , called by Euripides Creon , received Jafon and Medea 
into Corinth , after they had both been expelled Thejfaly by 
Acajlus the fon of Pelias. Creon about ten years after, having 
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married his daughter to Jafon, the flighted forcerefs Medea was 
thereupon fc enraged, tnat file fet the palace on fire, murdered 
all the children (he had by Jafon, and fled to Athens. Accord¬ 
ing to Paufanias, Giaucus having aflifted at the funeral games 
inftituted by Acafius in memory of his father, was trampled to 
death by his own horfes. 

The fon of Giaucus having killed a man, named Puller, was 
called Bellerophon, and for that manflaughter was obliged to 
fly to Argos , where Stenobaa , the queen, having falfly accufed 
him of an attempt upon her chaftity, he was fent to her father 
Jobates , king of Lycia , to be put to death. That king, not 
chufing to embrue his hands in the blood of a ftranger, put him 
upon feveral hazardous expeditions in hopes of his perifhing, 
but he always returning with victory, he at length gave him his 
daughter Philonoe in marriage, and declared him his fucceffor. 
In his extraordinary atchievements, however, the poets tell us 
he had the afliftance of Minerva , who pitying his innocence, 
lent him the famous horfe Pegafus , which fhe herfelf had broke 
and tamed, and that by his afliftance he had killed the monfter 
Chimera. Upon his profperous change of fortune, however, 
he is faid to have grown fo infolent and prefumptuous, as to 
have attempted to fly up to heaven upon Pegafus , by whom he 
was flung down into the valley of Cilicia, where he died blind*. 
Thoas, the fon of Ornytion , in the mean time fucceededhis 
uncle Giaucus upon the throne of Corinth. From him the crown 
defeended to his fon Demiphon , to his. grandfon Propidas , 
and laftly to his two great grandfons Doridas and Hyantbidas. 
In the reign of thefe two, the kingdom was invaded by the 
Dorians, under Aletes, one of the Heraclida , who forced the 
two brothers to yield the crown to him, and to lead a private 
life at Corinth. Aletes enlarged the metropolis of his new 
kingdom, and called it Corinth of 'Jupiter , in gratitude to the 
oracle of this deity at Dodona , which had favoured his preten- 
fxons. His pofterity held the crown for many generations; but 
at length the form of government was changed from a monarchy 
into an arrftocracy of zoo Bacchida, who, the better to l'ecure 
the government to themfelves, refufed to intermarry with othei 
families. Eetion , however, a man defeended at a great diftance 
from the Lapithce , married Labda , one of the Bacchida , 
who was lame and fo deformed that none of her tribe would 
take her to wife. By her he had Cypfelus, who put an endtc 
the ariftccracy and made himfelf king. 



•Paufan. ut fupra. Hefiod. Theogn. Lucret. Horat. Ovid. Apollodot 


SEC! 



OF THE WORLD. 


275 


SECT. VIII. 

the Htflory of the antient Kingdom (j/Laced^mon or Sparta. 

T HE name of this country was at firft Laconia^ a name The dif- 
which this nation ffcill prided themfelves in, after they ferent 
were called Spartans and Lacedemonians. The names Sparta names of 
and Lacedamon are often confounded by antient and modern Laceda - 
writers, yet in propriety of fpeech, the firft was only the name mon . 
of the metropolis, and the latter of the kingdom : the diftinc- 
tion, indeed, was foon overlooked, and both appellatives were 
promifcuoufly ufed to fignify the city and the country. Ac¬ 
cording to the Laconic tradition, Eurotas , one of their kings, 
having no male iflue, married his daughter Sparte to Lacedemon , 
the fuppofed fon of Jupiter by Lay get a, the daughter of Atlas , 
and they agreed to call the kingdom by his name, and the city 
which he built foon after, and made the feat of the kingdom, 
by that of his wife *. Other authors give different etymons of 
the name of Sparta f. According to Strabo , the Leleges were 
the firft inhabitants of the country, which from them was called 
Ldegia. Afterwards, from one of the Spartan kings, it was 
called Oebalia , and had alio the name of Hecatompolis , from the 
hundred cities which it is faid once to have had 
Laconia was fituated in the fouth -eaft corner of the Pelopon- j ts iitua- 
ticfe-i being bounded on the eaft and fouth by the fea, on the t j on . 
north by Argos and Arcadia , and on the weft by Mycenee. It 
extended from eaft to weft about 90 miles, and from north to 
fouth about 50 miles; though at firft in this extent wete proba¬ 
bly included fome other fmaller kingdoms, afterwards fw all owed 
up by th e Spartans. 

Its coaft was remarkable for a great number of promontories, 
the chief which was thofe of Malea and Lenara. It had like- 
wife a confiderable number of fea-port towns and commodious 
harbours. The molt noted of all was Epidaurus , now Mal- 
vefw, feated on the gulf of Argos , a town well built arid well 
peopled, and famed among other things for its excellent wine, 
called malvefy or malmfy, which it produced, and with which 
it fupplied other parts of Greece. On the coafts was caught a 
kind of fhell-fifti, the blood of which was of excellent ufe for 
dying of purple, and inferior to none, according to Paufanias , 
except that which was caught in the Red fea. 

Of the inland towns, which were very numerous, the moft 
confiderable was Sparta , feated on the river Eurotas , about 30 
miles from the fea. 

The country was pretty mountainous, and was divided from 
MeJJenia and Arcadia by two ridges of hills. The chief rivers 
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were the Smemis, the Thiafus , the Scyras , and the Eurctas 


which laft 


by a king of that name, to drain the bogs and marfhes that ren 


dered the country about Sp 


The 


which 


the kingdom being half encompafled by the fea, and having 
many excellent havens, was excellently fituated for trade and 


navigation * 

The cha- The inhabitants were a hardy and brave people, inured to 
rafter of j-he trade of war both by fea and land, averfe to doth and lux- 
the Spar- llt y 5 anc } extremely jealous of their .honour and liberty, as well 

tans. ------ ~ 


as of their neighbours power. By their uniform adherence to 


moft 


and 


and military difeipline, they raifed their 


verenced and refpe&ed, not only by all the Greeks , butbyfe- 


Their an- Their 


veral powerful foreign nations. 


tient go- form 


originally monarchical, in which 


Sp 


Heradidee. Arijiodcmi 


Trffa 


Sp 


Euryjih 


being then held by two princes, who agreed to govern jointly 

. % ° 1 J 1 1 • • 1 .1 1 • .1 f*1* 


with equal power and authority, both bearing the title of king 


of Lacedcemon , and both being acknowledged and obeyed as 
fuch. Th oDelph . . ' 1 ' r 


of government, the Pythonefs made no obje£lion againft it. 


This 


continued under a joint fuccefiion of thirty princes of the line 


Euryjih 


27 of that of Erodes , and ended in both 


nearly about the fame time. But though the fuccellion con¬ 


tinued thus long in thefe two lines, yet the power and authority 


of the princes was foon curtailed, through the difeords that 


reiened between them. The defendants of the line of Eunf 

. w A « j • « jm 1 /• rr 


Agidev 


and thofe of the other line took the name of Eurytioda from 


Eurytion , the grand fon of Precles. The 


maining long in harmony, each to ftrengthen their party paic 

« • 0 0 1 1 \ . t • .1 . _! a _ ..C *.U, 


their court to the people, who taking the opportunity of thi 

• /» 1 /i 1 • I • ° 1 1 1 1 _- J 


hereditary 


ftrong ; fo that at length the regal dignity being brought inti 
contempt, the government was upon the brink of ruin am 
anarchy, when the great Lycurgus took the reins of it, durin; 


fome part of the minority of his nephew Char'tlaus. 


Reformed This great patriot and law-giver was the fon of Eunamus , an 
by the half brother of Polydedies , the fixth king of the Eurytioman lin< 

» tt* f 1 1- *'•1 t m 1 • 1 . r r ftl ~ v 


oreat Lx- His brother dying without children, the right of fucceffion fe 

-- ^ t- 1 1 _ __ 1 * _1- _^_1 _ ..I__ 


lUlgUS. 


to him, and he accordingly entered upon the adminiftratioi 


I'he widow of his brother, who was left pregnant, private! 


informe 
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■ formed Lycurgus of her condition, and offered if he would 

marry her to deftroy the fruit of her womb. Lycurgus , though 
“LX fhocked at the propofal, amufed her with different pre¬ 
tences but ufed all proper means to prevent her mifcarrying. 
She being delivered of a boy, he immediately proclaimed the 
nfant king, and named him Charilaus. This generous a&ion, 
however, was far from fatisfying all the Spartans , many of them 
beiiw perfuaded by the incenfed queen ana her brother Leonidas , 
t\at°Lycurgus was not fincere in his profeffions, but intended to 
fecure the crown by the murder of his nephew. To prevent fo 
vile an infinuation from gaining credit, Lycurgus voluntarily ba- 
nifhed himfelf for feveral years, which flopped the mouths of 
his invidious enemies, and greatly raifed his reputation. Du¬ 
ring his abfence, the de . . , , . * f . , 

the government became fo predominant, that not only his friends, 
but even thofe who had been his moil zealous enemies, were 
glad to repeat their embaffies, to intreat him to come back and 
fave his country from ruin. When he came back to Sparta , he 
undertook to change the whole form of their government, be- 
incr perfuaded that a few particular laws would produce no great 
effeft. He limited the authority of the kings, by conftituting 
afenate, endowed with the fupreme authority in all civil mat¬ 
ters, and left to the kings only the management of militar^and 

religious matters, asw« 


manners 


fhall hereafter 


the Spartan 


exifted 


According to Strabo , as we obferved, the Lelegcs were faid to 
have firft peopled this country under Lelex, who was fucceeded 
by his fon Myles, and he by his fon Eurotas. Lacedeemon, the Laceda- 
fon-in-law of Eurotas , however, is reckoned the founder of the man. 

Spartan nation. 

Amyclas his fucceflor, is known only for the city of his name, Angelas* 
which he built. This city, whether by reafon of its fituation 
or any other caufe, is faid to have been fubje& to fuch frequent 
and ftrange noifes, as of enemies coming upon them when there 
was really nothing like it, that the Amycleans made a law that 
none fhould dare to alarm the town upon any fuch occafion. 

The Dorians taking the advantage of this law, came and fur- 

° .1 II I T ..'17 r, 7 7 


’llJpeak 

low the Amycleans tvere ruined for bolding their peace. 
had three fons, Argalus, Cynortas, and Hyacinthus. The 
former fucceeded him in their turn, and Hyacinthus, the [ 
fay, was accidentally killed by Apollo , who turned him in 
violet. 


Atnyclas 


had 


Oebalus , the fon of Cynortas, fucceeded his father, and 
two fons, Hippocoon and Tindareus. He appointed Tindareus 
his fucceflor, and affigned Hippocoon a territory in Lacedcemonia, 
which he called Oebalia. Hippocoon , after his father’s death, 
difpoffeffed his brother, and feized the crown. Hercules in tHe Hercules 
mean time coming to Sparta to be expiated for a murder he had comes t< 
committed, Hippocoon and his fons refufed to grant his requeft; Sparta . 

T for 
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for which Hercules refolved to be revenged upon them. The 
fons of Hippocoon killing Oeonous , one of Hercules's companions 
the hero immediately attacked the king with the followers hehad 
with him, but was wounded in the i'cufHe, and obliged to re¬ 
tire. Returning afterwards with more troops, he killed Him. 
coon and ten of his fons, befides a great number of Lacedcemonians, 
Conquers and having taken the metropolis, reftored the kingdom to Tp- 
the king- dareus , but in truft for his own pofterity. Tyndarens , however, 
dom, had no fooner regained pofteflion of the throne, than he began 
which he to think of means to fecure it to himfelf and his defcenda.nts 
confers on againft the Heraclidce. By his wife Leda he had two brave 
^Tyndarens. fons, Cajlor and Pollux ; and two daughters, the famous Helena 

and Clytemnejlra, two of whom, namely, Cajlor and Clytenmejlra , 
Helen ra- the poets feign to have been begot by Jupiter. Helen , on ac- 
vifhed. count of her great beauty, being ftolen away by Thefeus , Tp. 

dareus , after he had recovered her again, obliged all her fuitor: 

to promife with an oath, to leave it to her to make choice ol 

the man fhe liked, and in cafe fhe fhould again be ftolen away, 
Shechufes to join all their forces to bring her back to her hufband. She no 
Men elans long after chofe Mcnelaus , the fon of Atreus , and being after- 
fora huf- wards ftolen away by Paris, all thofe princes who had beei 
band. her admirers, at the folicitation of Menclaus and Agamemnon 

went againft Troy of the fuccefs of which enterprife we havi 
formerly fpoken. Tyndarens , after he had reigned 40 years 
left his kingdom to his two fons, Cajlor and Pollux , who hai 
fignalized themfelves in the Argonantic expedition, and whei 
they came back had built a temple to Minerva Afta , in acknow 
ledgment of their fuccefs and fafe return from Colchis , fror 
which country they are faid to have brought away a famous flatu 
of Mars. They had likewife a bloody combat with the fonsc 
Amphiareus , Ida and Lyncceus , the latter of whom is faidtohav 
had fuch piercing eyes, that he could fee even into the trunk < 
a tree. Pollux killed Lyncesus , and Ida was ftruck dead wit 
lightning. The poets relate feveral other fabulous adventuri 
of thofe two brothers, who fay they were at laft transformed ini 

the fign Gemini*. 

Menclaus. Menclaus , the fon of Atreus , fucceeded them in the kingdon 

in right of his wife, who by her flight with Paris , engagi 
him and all Greece in a ten years war. At their return from tl 
Trojan war, having a difpute with his brother Agamemnon, 1 
fet out by himfelf, and after having weathered feveral ftorm 
arrived fafely with his wile Helen in Egypt , where fome affirm 
wandered fix or feven years before he returned to Sparta. Ho 
dot us, however, gives another account of his coming into Eg) 
and fays, that he failed thither in queft of Helen , who li 
never been at Troy, but had been detained in Egypt-, her ravifti 
who had been driven in there by contrary winds, being fort 
by the Egyptian king to depart without her. This account 
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{he had been in Troy, would 
rather than fuffer the ruin 


to the throne: 


have undoubtedly delivered her up, 
of his kingdom and family. Menelaus 

namely, 

Nicojirates and Megapenthes , who n 
hut the Laceda?nonians not chufing to fubmit to a fpurious off- 
fpring, conferred the crown on 

Orejles , the fon of Agamemnon , who claimed it as grandfon Oref, 
of Pindareus by his mo her Clytemnejlra. He is faid to have loft 
his fenfes upon being dt pnved of the fair Hcrmione , the only 
child of Menelaus and Helen , who had been given to Pyrrhus. 


Hermtone 


but he 


was then accufed of parricide, before the great Athenian court of 


Areopagus , he having lbm b 
for her murdering his father. 


eft, 

Paufanias does not 


. A 


fentence that court pi 
he had feen an old buPdin 


1 


;pon him, but tells us eifewhere that 

f- 


in which he was foiccd to feparate from the reft of mankind, 
till he had quite expiated his crime. He died after a long reign, 
and was buried in At cadia. Tijjamenes , the fon of Orejles by PiJJi* 
Hermtone , fucceeded him both in this kingdom and thofe of 
Argos and Mejfenia , and was foon al 
Heradidce. What became of TIJfa 


uncertain. 



the 
ome 


fay, he was killed in defending the kingdom of Argosy others 
relate that he efcaped into Achaia and. reigned there, and fame 
time after was killed in a combat againft the lonians, and was 

Helice. However that be, Pbilonomus be- 


Sparta to Eurifll 


Her a did a 


fons of 


I hefe two brothers, who were twins, and extremely like to Euryfth 
each other, were declared joint kings, the government, during nes and 
their minority, being committed to their uncle Thcras. They Erodes. 


they endowed with all 


Sfi 


city 


which regulation, though for the prefent it ingratiated them 
with the Lacedaemonians , yet in the following reigns proved the 
caufe of many grievous difturbances. 

Apis, the fon and fucceftor of Euryjlhenes, finding that the 
privileges granted to the people by his father, rendered them 
Keadftrong, endeavoured to curb them, by laying a tax upon all 
the Lacedemonians , and depriving fome of the cantons of their 
privileges. The inhabitants of Helos alone refufed to fubmit, 
and were made a fevere example to the reft. Upon being con¬ 
quered, they were all made flaves, and their matters were forbid 
by a law either to give them their liberty, or to fell them into 
other countries. For a greater mark of infamy, all the other 
flaves belonging to the ftate were called from them Helots *. 
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By thefe feverities Agis alienated the affections of the people 
from him, but his collegue. Sous, the fon of Procles , gained 
their efleem by his bravery and new conquefls. The following 
inflance of his conduct is recorded very much to his honour. 
Being befieged by the Cblorians in a dry ftony place, he was at 
length reduced to promife to deliver up all his conquefls, on 
condition that he and all his men fhould be allowed to drink of 
a fpring not far from his camp. This treaty being ratified, he 


igether 


offered 


j Echejlra- 


would forbear drinking; but fo exceflive was their thirft, that 
not one could be tempted to accept his offer. After he had feen 
all his men drink of the water, he himfelf only fprinkled his face 
with it, without drinking one drop ; and thus by his abftinence 
having made the contrail void, he could honourably refufe to 
refign his conquefls to the enemy. 

of Echejiratus, the fon of Ag 
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tus ana rytion, the fon of Sous, fome differences happened between the La- 
Eurytion , cedemonians and Argives, which in the fucceeding reign of Labotas 
Labotas an( j Prytanis, broke out into an open war, about the town and 
and Pry- territories of Cynofura , which was originally an Argian colony, 

but had been conquered by the Lacedemonians. This war feems 
not to have been of long duration; but though the Lacedamo- 
nians remained unmolefled by their neighbours, yet their inteftine 
divifions threatened them with greater calamities than any fo- 

Thefe diffenfions continued during the three foi- 


fanis. 


lycurgus. £ y 


reign war. 
lowing reigns 
of Euryjihenes \ 
line of Procles, 


Donyjjus, Agefilaus , and Arche 
nd Eunomus, Poly defies, and C 
hen the flate was at lafl reforn- 
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SECT. IX. 

‘The Hi/lory of the ancient Kingdoms of Elis, ./Etolia, Locris. 

Doris, and Achaia. 

Elis fo nr"HOUGH thefe fmall kingdoms were either conquered by, 
named JL or blended with the other larger Hates, yet as they are 
from Eh - often mentioned in the Grecian hiflory, we {hall give a fhort ac- 

count of their fituation, origin, antiquities, and hiflory. The 
* ’ kingdom of Elis is reasonably fuppofed to have been firll peo¬ 
pled by the defeendants of Elijha , the fon of Javan , if not by 
EHJha himfelf, who gave his name to the whole peninfula, 
which, by the prophet Ezekiel, is called Elijha. The Greek and 
Latin poets and hiflorians, indeed, give us other etymons of 
this name, but not fo fatisfa&ory as this mentioned f. 


• Hind; hift. Graze. Meurs. antiq. Laced, ap Gedoyn. in Paufan. 
k Ezek. chap, xxvii, 7, Bochart Ph^leg. 1. iii. et au&or. ab eo citat. 
Paufan. in Laconic:, 
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Elis was wafhed by the Ionian Tea on the weft, had "Arcadia Its boun- 
the eaft, Achaia on the north, and the bay of Cyparijfos with daries. 
Untrue on the fouth. Its greateft extent from eaft to weft 
was about 48 miles, and from fouth to north about 60 miles. 

Tt contained feveral confiderable cities, the chief of which was Its cities, 
Elis the capital, feated on the banks of the Peneus , and almoft 
jn the heart of the kingdom. It was famous among many other 
things for a large fpacious place called Xy/los , where the candi¬ 
dates for the Olympic games were obliged to initiate themfelves 
for fotne time by diet, exercife, and other preparatives, before 
they were admitted to appear on the Olympic plains. Their fe- 
nate, likewife, ufed to aflemble in this place, and the candi¬ 
dates for all kinds of dignities and employments came here to 
give proofs of their abilities and merit. In the city of Elis was 
a temple dedicated to fortune, with a coloftal ftatue of that god- 
defs ■ and in the citadel was a temple and ftatue of Minerva , 
and on the helmet of chat goddefs was carved a cock, becaufe 
he is luppofed the moft courageous of all winged creatures. 

Here was alfo the palace of Augeas , one of their kings, and his 
famous ftables, which, though they contained 3000 oxen, and 
had not been cleanfed for 30 years, yet were cleared of all the 
filth and dung in one day by Hercules , by turning the river Al- 
■pheus into them* Of all the gods, the Eleans held Bacchus in 
the greateft veneration; who, they pretended, appeared to 

them, on the day on which they celebrated his feftival, called 
Thya. The city of Olympia was the next in dignity to Elis. 

It was fituated on the famous plains where the Olympian games 
were celebrated. Thefe games, which were firft inftituted byTheO/jwz- 
PelopSy in honour of Jupiter , were celebrated every eighth yea r,pi e games, 
and during five days, but with much greater folemnity, and a 
vafter concourfe of people than any of the other Grecian games. 

They were at firft often interrupted, but at length fixed by 
Jpbitus , and were greatly ferviceable afterwards for the compu¬ 
tation of time, bejng obferved regularly for a confiderable num¬ 
ber of centuries. The time for celebrating them was at the 
full of that moon which immediately preceded the fumrner fol- 
ftice. The priefts of Jupiter were entrufted with the regiftring 
of the names of the vigors at thofe games, and recording of 
every material occurrence which happened between each olym¬ 
piad. After the computation by olympiads commenced, which 
did not happen till the firft year of the 28th, the Grecian ac¬ 
counts began to be reckoned hiftorical, and thofe that preceded 
that period are called fabulous. The city Olympia was famed 
likewife for its magnificent temple of Jupiter Olympus , in which 
was a famous ftatue of that god 30 cubits high. The chief 
rivers were the Peneus , Enipheus , and the Alpheus , which laft, 
after running quite through Arcadia and Elis , is fwallowed up 
in the earth before it reaches the fea. It is fuppofed to run from 
thence, by a fubterranean paflage, quite into Sicily , where it 

mixes with the fountain Arethufa , near the city of Syracufe ; 

things 
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things that are thrown into it on the fide of Elis, coming out 
as it is faid, at that fountain. * 

The hif- According to Paufanias, Mthlius was reputed the founder of 

tory of the this little monarchy, which was at firft diftinft from that of 
Eleans. Pifa. His fon and fucceffor Endymion , who the poets fay was 

beloved by the moon, married Aferodia , the grand-daughter of 
AmphiSlyon , by whom he had three fons, Paon , Epeus , and 
Mtolus. Epeus winning the prize at the Olympic games, he de¬ 
clared him his fucceffor. Mtolus , however, ftaid with him at 

Elis ; but Paon, unable to brook the lofs of fuch a noble prize, 

went and fettled on the river Axus, giving the name of Paonia 
to that country. Epeus went to the liege of Troy , and is fup- 
pofed to have been the architect of the Trojan horfe. In his 
reign Olympia was taken from the Eleans, by Pelops the Lydian , 
who had feized on the kingdom of Pifa . 

Epeus dying without male iffue, was fucceeded by his brother 
Mtolus , who at certain funeral games happening to kill Apis , the 
fon of fa fon, was forced to leave the Peloponnefe, and went to 

fettle in Mtolia. 

He was fucceeded by Eleus, who the Greeks pretend gave his 
name to this kingdom, and is faid to have been the fon of Nep¬ 
tune, by the only daughter of Endymion. 

His fon and fucceffor Augeas, is faid to have promifed Her¬ 
cules his daughter and fome part of his kingdom, if he would 
clean his ftables, or according to Paufanias, his fields, which 
were quite covered with the dung of his numerous herds. 
When Hercules had performed the talk, by turning the river 
thro’ them, Augeas refufed to give him his hire, pretending that 
he had done the work more by cunning than by labour. The 
difpute being referred to Phyleus, the eldeft fon of Augeas , he 
gave it againft his father, who in return banifhed him as well 
as Hercules. Augeas , afraid of the hero’s refentment, ftrength- 
ened himfelf by the alliance of Adi or, the grandfon of Epeus, 
and of Amaryncaus , a warlike Theffalian, fo that Hercules , who 
came loon after againft him with a powerful army, was obliged, 
after a fierce encounter, to retire. Having not long after killed 
Ail or and Amarynceeus by furprize, as they were going to the 
ifthmian games, the Eleans in vain preffed the Arslans, among 
whom he had retired to punilh him. Hercides lived for fome 
time undifturbed at Tyrinthus, and having at length raifed a 
powerful army of Argives, Thebans, and Arcadians, he again 
invaded Elis , took and facked the capital, and having con¬ 
quered the whole kingdom, made a prefent of it to the baniih- 

ed Phyleus. _ . , . 

Phyleus, though in quiet poffeflion of the kingdom, ftaid m 

it no longer than was neceffary to fettle the affairs of the Hate, 
and then retired to the ifland of Dulichium. Augeas, who, ac¬ 
cording to Paufanias, had been fpared on account of his fon, 
dying foon after, the crown fell to Agajlhenes, the brother o 

Phyleus. His fon and fucceffor Polyxenus, went to the Trojai 
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war, and after his return was fucceeded by Eleus II. in whofe 
reign the Derians and Heraclida conquered the Peloponnefe , 
under Oxylus the Mtolian , the three-eyed general, fo called be- 
caufe his horfe and he had but three eyes between them. Oxylus 
accepted the office of general, on condition that they fliould 
allot him Elis , not only as a reward for his fervices, but becaufe 
he had a title to that kingdom, as being the fixth in a lineal de¬ 
cent from Endymion. He found more oppofition than he ex¬ 
pected from the Elians , who were commanded by their king 
Dius. Both parties at length agreeing to decide the conteft by 
fingle combat, the champion of Oxylus prevailed. Oxylus was 
accordingly proclaimed king of Elis , and was fucceeded by his 
foil Lajtts , after whu h we hear no more of his race, nor indeed 
of any material tranfa&ions in this kingdom, till the reign of 
Iphitus , the reviver of the Olympic games, and cotemporary of 
the great Lycurgus. Greece , and particularly Elis, had fuffered 
fora long time by wars and peftilence, on which account the 
Olympic games had been interrupted. Iphitus cGnfulting the 
oracle, concerning the means of appealing the angry gods, 
was anfwered, that the reftoraticn of thofe games would prove 
thefafetyof Greece . He accoidingly applied nimfelf earneftly 
to the revival of the games, and having offered a facrifice to 
Hercules , who the Eleans believed was on fome account or other 
exafperated againft them, he caufed the Olympic games to be 
proclaimed all over Greece , with a promife of free admittance to 
all comers. He took upon him leif, likewife, to be foie judge 
and prefident of thofc games; a privilege which continued in 
his defendants as long as his line and the regal dignity conti¬ 
nued. The people after this took upon them to eletft two pre¬ 
sents, the number of whom in time increafed to ten, and at 
length to twelve. 

j&tclia is faid to have been fo called from Mtolus , the fon of JEtolia , 
Endymion , who having accidentally killed Agis, the fon offo named 
Jujon, was obliged to quit the throne of Elis. Antiently it was f rom 
called Curatis and Hyanthis , from thofe people who were either flgiolus. 
fubdued or expelled by Mtolus. The inhabitants of this coun¬ 
try, with fome others in their neighbourhood, were the greateft 
robbers in all Greece , and continued fo many centuries after 
Hercules and Tbefetis had expelled the banditti every where elfe. 

They were never wholly maftered till the Romans , whom they 
had affronted, totally fubdued them under Fulvius Nibilior. 

Their fmall territory was bounded on the eaft by the river Its boun- 
jE venus, or Lycormus , which feparated them from the Locrians daries. 
and Phocians, on the weft by the Achelcus , which parted them 
from the Acarnanians , on the north by the Dorians and part of 
Epirus , and on the fouth by the bay of Corinth. Its utmoft ex¬ 
tent from north to fouth was about 40 miles, and from eaft to 
weft about zo. The Mtolians in procefs of time enlarged their 
territories conftderably on the fide of Theffaly and Acarnania , 
but had but one fea port of any note, namely, Oenias , feated at 

the 
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the mouth of the Achelous *. The country is very craggy and 
mountainous, which rendered feveral of tneir cities almoft im. 
pregnable ; fo that the other Grecian ftates, and even the Ma¬ 
cedonians, tried in vain to tame the turbulent inhabitants. The 
moft noted of its cities were Thermus and Calydon . The former 
was the metropolis, and fituated in the very heart of the king¬ 
dom. Though it was the place where the ftates of the country 
aflembled, and the repofitory of their treafures in times of dan¬ 
ger, yet it was not fo much as fortified with a wall, the difficult 
afcents and narrow paflages of the neighbouring mountains 
being deemed a fufficient defence. Calydon was fituated near 
the foreft of that name, where Meleager flew the famed Calydo- 
nian boar. This city, which was built by Calydon , the fon of 
/Etolus, was pleafantly fituated in a large plain on the Evenus , 
The cha- and was for fome time the feat of the AEtolian kings. The Mto- 
ratfer of Hans were in general a ftout warlike people, feldom at peace 
the /Eto- with any of their neighbours. There is, however, very little 
Hans . to be found of any of the tranfa&ions of their kings. In the 

Their hif- reign of Oeneus , one of their kings, Hercules came to Calydon , 
tory. and though he had a numerous fpurious brood fcattered over all 

Greece , yet being defirous of legitimate iflue, he married Deja- 
nira , the king’s daughter, and to oblige the JEtolians , made fome 
improvements upon the courfe of the river Achelous , which 
ferved the poets for a foundation of an abfurd fable. During 
the reign of Meleager , the fon and fucceflor of Oeneus , Mtolia 
was greatly infefted by a fierce and monftrous wild boar, fothat 
the king was forced to call to his afiiftance Thefeus , Telemon , 
Peleus , Pollux , befides a number of other Grecian heroes, to 
deftroy it. Meleager having at laft killed the boar(G), pre- 
fented its head to the famous Arcadian princefs Atalanta , who 
was the firft that gave it a wound, and he was fo charmed with 
her courage and intrepidity, that he married her. The account 
of his death is altogether abfurd and fabulous. His brother 
Tydeus , as we have formerly mentioned, having married one of 
the daughters of Adraftus , king of Argos , marched with him 
againft the Thebans , to reftore Polinices , but was killed before 
that city f. Diomedes the fon of Tydeus, fignalized himfelf at 
the Trojan war; but after his return, was forced by his faithlci's 
wife Mgiale , and her paramour Cometcs, to retire into Apulio. 
From this time there is nothing confiderable recorded of this 
nation, till the famous Achean league. Their time was chiefly 
fpent in mutual excurfions between them and their neighbours. 


* Strabo. Melar. Cluvcr. -j /\pol!od. 1. iii. 

(c) The bulk of this form id a p re ferved in the temple of Bat' 
ble boar may be guefled at from • and was above a yard long, 
the largenefs of his tu/ks, one oi Payr.n ArcaJ. c. <36. 
which Paa/aaius fays, was ftili 
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Next the Mlolians , towards the eaft, lay the Locrians , who 
were divided into three tribes, namely, the Ozoleans , the Epi- 
cnemdians , and the Opuntians . The territory of the Ozoleans 
was feparated from Mtolia , by the river Evenus , had the king¬ 
dom of Phocis on the eaft, and extended from the bay of Co¬ 
rinth northwards about twelve miles. Their chief cities were 
Raupattus, now Lepanto , at the mouth of the Evenus, and 
Ampbijfa , fituated on the fame river. The firft was taken from 
them by the AEtolians, and the latter by the Phocians. The Epi- 
cnmidians were feated to the north of the Ozoleans, and were 
f 0 called from the mount Cnemis. They alone of the three 
tribes had a right to fend deputies to the grand AmphySiionian 
court at Delphos. To the north and eaft of the Epicnemidians 
lay the northern Locri , called Opuntii, from their chief city 
Oboes, near the coaft of the Eubean Sea. We muft refer thofe 
who defire a fuller account of thefe fmall territories, to the au¬ 
thors quoted in the margin *. The Locrians were an ancient 
and warlike nation, and ugnalized themfelves as much as any 
of the Grecian ftates, in maintaining the liberty of Greece. 
Homer tells us, that they went to the Trojan war armed with 
bows and flings. 

Doris lay betwixt Theffaly on the north, and Phocis and part 
of Mtolia on the fouth. On the eaft it was parted from the 
Epicnemidians by the river Pindus , and on the weft from Epirus 
and Acarnania by the river Achelous. The greateft extent of the 
country from north to fouth, was about 40 miles, and from eaft 
to weft about 20. It had feveral confiderable mountains, and 
particularly was furrounded on the north by Oeta and Pindus, 
and on the weft by the Callidromian mountains. The inhabi¬ 
tants were called Dores and the country Doris , from Dor us the 
fonof Helen , and grandfon of Deucalion. The country was 
alfo named Tetrapolis , from its four cities, Pindus , Erineus, 
Cytinium , and Boeum. The Dores were very polite, and good 
orators, poets, and muficians, and neverthelefs ftout and war¬ 
like. They fpread their colonies in feveral parts of AJia , and 
it is on account of thefe frequent fettlements that we find feve¬ 
ral countries called Doris. Thofe that remained at home were 
at length expelled by the Cadmeans, and forced to inhabit about 
the mountain Oeta, where they continued till they made that 
famous defcent into the Peloponnefe with the Heraclida , whither 
they carried their dialect, called from them Doric. We have 
nothing remarkable concerning thefe people before their naval 

defcent into the Peloponnefe , an account of which we have al¬ 
ready given. 

Achaia Propria, fo called to diftinguifh it from the general 
name of Achaia , which was fometimes given to all Greece, and 
by the Romans to one of their provinces in that country; had 



* Paufan. Achaic. and Phocid. Strab. Mela, CJuver. 

Antiq. Graee. 


Byzant. Palmer. 

the 


285, 

Locris . 

Its divisi¬ 
on. 


Doris. 


Achaia, 



2%6 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

the kingdom of Sicyon on the eaft, the Ionian fea on the weft, 
the kingdoms of Elis and Arcadia on the fouth, and the bay of 
Corinth on the north. Its limits were not always of the fame 
extent, but taking them in the largeft fenfe, its greateft length 
from eaft to weft feems to have been about 50 miles, and from 
north to fouth about half that diftance. 

This country was antientiy called Mgialea , according to fome 
from Mgialeus , the firft king of Sicyon , of whofe territories it 
was reckoned a part. It afterwards took the name of Ionia 
from Ion the fon of Xuthus , who invaded it, and the people were 
called Mgialean Ionians. The name of Achaia was given it 
The an- from Acheeus , another fon of Xuthus , whofe fons came and 
tient hif- drove out the Ionians. Its chief rivers were the Aiercus, the 
tory of the Lari (fa, and the Achelous. 

Achaans. The hiftory of the Achaians , during many of their firft kings, 

is entirely buried in obfcurity. Xuthus , one of the grandfons 
of Deucalion , being driven by his brothers from Thejfah , came 
and fettled in Athens , where the king, EriSlhcus, gave him his 
daughter Creufa , by whom he had two fons, Achetus and Ion. 
Being afterwards driven from Athens , he came and fettled in 
Achaia , where he djed. His fon Acheeus foon after railing fome 
Athenian and Mgialian forces, went and recovered his grand¬ 
father’s kingdom in Theffaly. He was afterwards obliged to fly 
for manflaughter into Laconia , where he died. Mean while his 
brother Ion, who was grown very great at the Athenian court, 
obtained fome forces and invaded Mgialea ; and inftcad of bung 
oppofed by Selinus , the king, he obtained his daughter, who 
was his only child, in marriage, and was declared his fucceffor. 
Ion fucceeding his father-in-law, built a city and called it by 
his wife’s name, Hclice. Having diftinguiihed himfelf againlt 
the Thracians , he was for his lingular merit and valour foon 
after chofen general of the Athenian forces againft the Eleitfim , 
and being either killed in that war, or dying foon after, was 
buried in Attica. Strabo fays, he was the nrft who divided the 
people into four ranks, or dalles namely, hulbandmcn, artifi¬ 
cers, priefts, and militia. He made likewife feveral other wile 
regulations, and left the crown to his defeendants, who enjoyed 
it undifturbed for a confiderable time. The Achaans or defy aid¬ 
ants of Achaus , in the mean time had fpread themfdves in fe¬ 
veral parts of Greece, particularly in Argos and Laccdamon, and 
upon being driven out of thefe two kingdoms by the Dora and 
Heraclidee, they began to think of claiming Mgialea , then 
poflefled by the Ionians, a confiderable number of Doves having 
agreed to affift them in this expedition. They demanded of the 
Ionians, by a herald, to be received amicably into their territo¬ 
ries ; but being refufed admittance, they defeated them in tiic 
field, and obliged them to capitulate. Having granted them the 
liberty of retiring whither f hey thought fit, they went to Attica. 
where they met with a kind reception from Melanthus, kin 0 
Athens. They ftaid in that kingdom during the reign of the let 

lowing king, Codrus j but when his fon Medan was decbrei 

arc; on 
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archon, they went with the brothers of Medon , to Afta Minor. 

The Achaans , who now gave their name to JEgialea , divided 
the kingdom, which confined of 12 cities, among the four fons 
of the deceafed prince, who had been killed in the action againft 
the Ionians. Thefe princes gave their coufin Damafias , the 
grandfon of Orejles , a lhare in the government; and afterwards 
alfo took into partnerfhip Preagenes and his fon Pratus s the 
fovereigns of thofe Achesans who had been banifhed out of La- 
adamon. By this divifion the Achaian government feems to have 
become a kind of ariftocracy, rather than a feven-fold monarchy: 
and from Paufanias it would appear, that 11 of their cities were 
free,and that the Achaian ftates aflembled themfelves,even when 
the reft of Greece was terribly harrafled with wars and peftilence. 

After having driven out the Ionians , they fo fortified themfelves 
in their new fettlement, that they were able to make head 
againft the Heraclidee ; and preferved their laws and liberty, 
even after all the reft of the Peloponnefe had been fubdued by 
them. After a fucceffion of kings, they at length formed them¬ 
felves into a republic *. 

CHAP. II. 

The Hiftory of the Athenians. 

Of the State of At hens from the ejiablijhtnent of annual Ar chons 

to the Achjean League. 

T HE Athenians were always friends to liberty, and though Monarchy 

in antient times they were governed, like moft other na- abolifhed 
tions, by kings, yet thofe kings were far from being abfolute. at Athens • 
Even in the days of Thefeus the Athenians referved fuch an au¬ 
thority in their hands, that, as Plutarch obferves, Homer , when 
enumerating the forces of the Grecian confederates, gives the 
name of people to the Athenians , but to no other ftate. 

Upon the death of Codrus , who facrificed himfelf for the 
public good, his fons quarrelled about the fucceffion, which 
gave the Athenians a pretence to abolifh the kingly power. They 
declared that Jupiter alone was king of Athens , much about the 
time that the Jews were weary of having the true God for their 
king, and wanted a man to reign over them. The Athenians , 
that they might not feem ungrateful to the family of Codrus , 
made his fon Medon their chief magiftrate for life, with the title 
of archon. Afterwards they rendered that office decennial, but 
continued it in the fame family. The family of Medon at 
length becoming extin&, they then not only made this office 
annual, but elected nine archons, that the authority, by being 


divided, 


* Paufan. in Achaic. Plutarch. Diod. Sic. 
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trates was ftiled, by way of eminence, the Archon , and the 
year was diftinguifhed by his name. The fecond, who had his 
peculiar function, was ftiled Baftleus , that is, king. The third 
who had, among feveral other things, the direction of military 
affairs, had the name of Polemarchus. The title of Tkefmothet<e 
was common to the other fix, who were looked upon as the 
guardians of their lawsj and confervators of the conftitution. 
Creon was the firft of the new Archon ; j and it is generally fup. 
oofed. that the vear of his eovernment was the firft of the*,. A 


created, olympiad, and the 684th before the chriftian aera. Although, 


as we oblerved, the years were 

the archons, the names of many of the archons are neverthelefe 
loft, and of many of thofe that remain, nothing more is known 

but that they were archons in fuch a year. The archons in the 
beginning of the democracy or commonwealth, were chofen 
by the people out of the nobility, and they ftill retained one 
privilege of the antient magiftrates, which very probably bore 
hard upon the people j namely, that of deciding all caufes 
that came before them, according to their own notions of right 
and wrong ; for as yet the Athenians had no' written laws. The 
people were far from being always fatisfied with their decifions; 
and being grown exceflively jealous of their liberty and inde- 
pendancy, were apt to be offended at every thing that feemed 
to break in upon their equality. Hence arofe continual fattions 
and quarrels, which difturbed the ftate for about 60 years. The 
people being at length made fenfible of the expediency of writ¬ 
ten laws, probably from their intercourfe with merchants from 
Syria and Egypt , infifted that a body of laws fhould be compiled, 
which the nobility being obliged to comply with, they pitched 
upon Draco to undertake that arduous employment. From the 

x _ fcattered fragments, relating to this great man, it appears that 

Jaw giver, he was noble by birth, and endowed with high qualifications. 

An. Chr. He was learned, virtuous, and a great lover of his country, but 

He efteemed 


Draco ap 
pointed 


623. 


the fame 
taking 


The ri- abhorrence thereof in the minds of men, he ordained that 


gour of procefs fhould 


againft inanimate things, if 


tutions. 


his infti- they had accidentally caufed the death of any person. Aftatue, 

for inftance, that had fallen upon or killed a man, was banifhed, 
it being reckoned criminal for any one to keep it in Attica 
His laws, which it is fuppofed he publifhed when he was ar¬ 
chon, in the 28th year of the 39th olympiad, were fo rigorous, 


Domades 

lucre written not with ink , but blood. 
with death ; even indolence and the 


punifhed 


as 



* Schol. in Nub. Ariftoph. Dion. Halicaroaf antiq. Rom. Eufeb. 
Chron. Paufan. -f Paufan. Attic. Suid. in Apccr-m. Aul. Cell-1. u. 
Tatian oral, contr. Graec, 
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feverely punifhed as facrilege; for which he himfelf afligned 
this reafon, fmall faults feem to me zvorthy of death , and for the 
moll flagrant offences I can find no higher punijkmcnt *. Some 
have been of opinion, that Draco, who was far in years when 
he published his laws, borrowed moft of his principles from the 
boots of the Phoenicians ; but this can hardly be proved f. 

Th t Athenians in a few years teftifying a great diflike to his in- He is 
ftitutions, Draco , afraid of falling a facrifice to their refentment, obliged to 
retired to the ifland of Mgina , where the inhabitants received retire 
him with great refped, which however foon after proved fatal from 
to him. As he was coming one day into their theatre, the 2u- Athens . 
dience to {hew their regard for him, threw, according to the 
cuftom of that age, their bonnets and cloaks upon him, which 
{lifted the old man, who was too weak to difengage himfelf from 
the load J. The rigoroufnefs of his laws was perhaps owing, His death, 
not fo much to his difpofition, as to the violence of the age in 
which he lived, and the natural turbulence of the Athenians. 

His inftitutions had the fate that generally attends all violent 
things. Though for a fhort time their fan £tions were inviolable, 
yet remiffnefs once beginning to take place, they foon be¬ 
came abrogated through difufe ; and thus exceffive rigour paved 
the way for impunity. 

About 17 years after the archonftiip of Draco , the Athenians A war be- 
were engaged in a war againft the Mitylenians , about the city tween the 
Sigeum, near the mouth of the Scamander. The Athenian Athenians 
commander was Phrynon , a perfon equally remarkable for the and Mity- 
comelinefs of his form, and the generality of his mind; and hmans.' 
the Mitylenians were commanded by Pittacus , one of the famous 
fages of Greece. Thefe commanders exerted themfelves ftrenu- 
oufly each for the honour of his country, and at laft met in fmgle 
combat, wherein Phrynon depended folely on his valour, but 
Pittacus made ufe of craft; for concealing behind his ftiield a 
net, he therewith fuddenly entangled Phrynon , and eafily flew 
him. This not putting an end to the war, Periander , the tyrant 
of Corinth , intcrpofed; and both parties fubmitting to his arbi¬ 
tration, he agreed that Sigeum ftiould belong to the Athenians |J. 

Athens about feven years after was torn by civil diffentions. Cylon at- 
Cjlon, a man of a moft antient family, having by his affability tempts to 
and wealth gained many friends and dependants, by their al- j e j ze the 
ftftance furprifed and made himfelf mafter of the citadel, when govern- 
many of the citizens were abfent at the Olympic games. Me- n ient of 
gacles, the archon, with his eight affociates, and the whole Athens. 
power of Athens , immediately befleged the confpirators, and 
loon obliged them to furrender. Cylon and his two brothers 
found means to make their efcape, but the others tying a cord to 
the image of Minerva , and bringing the clew with them to 


* Plut. in vit. Solon. + Jofeph. cont- Appion. J Hefych. 
illuft. de Philof. I! Plut. de malign. Herod. Polysen. Strarag. 

Vet. II, U dem^h- 



zgo 

Theinfur- 

reftion 

fuppreff- 

ed. 


Salamis 
taken 
from the 
Athenians. 


The city 
of Athens 
expiated. 


I 


Sohn dif- 
tinguifh.es 
hirnfelf. 
Bef. Chr. 

S97- 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

► 

demonftrate that they were ftill under fan£tuary, came down to 
treat with the archon. Unfortunately for them, as they paifed 
the temple of the furies, the line, it is faid, fnapt of itfelf 
upon which accident the followers of the archon immediately 
fell upon them and difpatched them. None efcaped but fuch as 
bribed the wives of the officers of juftice. 

The remains of CyIon's faction ftill created great difturbances, by 
infinuating that the violation of Minerva's, fan&uary, where many 
of the feditious had been murdered, had drawn down the anger 
of heaven, of which all the misfortunes that happened to the re¬ 
public were cited as undoubted proofs. 1 hefe difcourfes had fuch 
an effe£t, that Megaclcs and his officers were deemed execrable, 
and held to be perfons under the peculiar dil'pleafure of the gods* 

While Athens was in this confufion, the Megarenfians attacked 
and took Nifea , and afterwards drove the Athenians out of Sala¬ 
mi s. The Athenians in vain attempted to recover that ifland; 
but the Megarenfians proving always fuccefsful, and cutting off 
great numbers of them, they at laft defpaired of recovering it, 
and afflicted with the mighty lofs they had received, made a law 
that it fliould be capital for any one to propofe the renewing of 
hoftilities on account of Salamis. 

The Athenians about this time being difturbed with fuperfti- 
tious fears, by the advice of the oracle, refolved to expiate their 
city, and for this purpofe fent for Epimcnides, the Phejlian , 
from Crete, who was reputed a holy man, beloved of the gods, 
and one who had deep fkill in the myfterics of religion. When 
he came to Athens , he took fome fheep that were all black, ar.d 
others that were all white, which he led into the Areopagus , and 
then turning them loofe, dire (Sled certain perfons to follow them, 
and where-ever they, lay down to facrifice them to the local 
deity. This being done, altars were then erected in all thofe 
places, to perpetuate the memory of the folemn expiation; and 
by the direction of Epbnenides , many temples and chapels were 
alio erected without the city, two of which have been particu¬ 
larly noted, namely, the chapel of Contumely and the chapel of 
Impudence. The Athenians highly fatisfied with what he did for 
them, offered him prefents of great value, and conftderable ho¬ 
nours ; but he requefted only a branch of the facred olive, which 
being given him, he returned well fatisfied to Crete. During 
his ftay at Athens , he became intimately acquainted with Solon, 
who began to be taken notice of for his Alining parts and admi¬ 
rable moderation. 

»'• This great Athenian , whofe rare qualities rendered him fo be¬ 
loved while living, and have ftill preferved his fame uninjured, 
was noble by birth, for he was descended lineally from Codrus. 
His mother was nearly related to the mother of Pififlratus , and 
he had a brother who was archon the year after hirnfelf. In 
his youth he was greatly addicted to poetry, and having no 
weighty affairs then upon his hands, wrote andpublifhed a great 
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poems, neither Homer , Hefioa , nor any antient peet, would 
have been more famous. He was alfo a great orator, and wrote 
in profe with peculiar elegance and perfpicuity. And it is evi¬ 
dent both from his life and writings, that he was a perfon not 
only’of exalted virtue, but of a moft pleafant agreeable temper. 

His fortune was far from being equal to his birch,-but rather 
than fubfift by the generofity of his friends, he chofe to travel 7 . , 
and merchandize, that he might live independant at home upon Sa *™ 
his return. His patriotifm early difplayed itfelf; for looking recovered 

upon the decree prohibiting the propofal of the recovery of Sa- “>' 
touts, under pain of death, as fhameful and very detrimental to mcans * 
theftate, hecompofed an elegy of an hundred verfes, to infpi- 
rit the people to renew the war againft the Megarenfians , and 
feigning himfelf mad, he ran into the market-place with his 
night-cap on his head, and afeending the ftool of the common 
cryer, repeated with great vehemence the verfes he had compo- 
fed to the people who gathered round him. Pififlratus ; his re¬ 
lation, mixing himfelf with the crowd, by his perfuafive elo¬ 
quence heightened that martial rage that the pretended madman 
had kindled by his verfes; fo that the fentiments of the Athe¬ 
nians being fuddenly changed, they determined to renew their 
claim to Salami r, and accordingly decreed a war. The manner 
in which they recovered the ifland is related differently. Ac¬ 
cording to Polyamus , Solon fent a trufty friend of his to Salami :, 
who pretending to be an enemy to the Athenians , told the inha¬ 
bitants of the ifland, that if they would pafs over to Colias, they 
might feize the faireft of the Athenian ladies, who were cele¬ 
brating the feaft of Ceres. The Megare?ijians prefently fitting 
out a mip, came and landed without fufpicion; but Solon hav¬ 
ing difmifled the women, and cloathed a number of beardlefs 
youths in female habits, with daggers concealed under their 
drefs, the enemy when they ran to feize their booty, were fur- 
prifed and cut off, and the Athenians embarking on board their 
vellel, failed immediately to Salamis and took it. Plutarch 
gives a different account, and tells us that Solon being appointed, 
dire&or of the expedition, firft in compliance with the oracle 
of Delphi , failed privately to Salami's , and facrificed in the night 
at the tombs of fome of his countrymen who were buried in the 
ifland. He then raifed a body of 500 Athenian volunteers, wha 
embarked in a galley of 30 oars, and a confiderable number of 
fifhing boats, and failed for Salamis . The Megarenfians upon 
difeovering the Athenian galley, immediately fent out a flout 
lhip againft it, which was furprifed and taken by the armed 
boats, and all the crew cut to pieces. The Athenians dreffed int 
Megarenfian habits, then manning the enemy’s vellel, failed to 
the ifland and were admitted into the port, while their friends in 
the galley landed in another part and attacked the city by land, 
which they quickly made themfelves mafters of. The Mega¬ 
renfians made feveral attempts to recover the ifland, and after 
both parties had fought for fome time with various fuccefs, they 
agreed to fubmit to the arbitration of the Lacedevmonians. Solon 
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pleaded on this occafion the caufe of his country, with fuch 
eloquence and ftrength of reafoning, that the commiffioners de¬ 
cided in favour of the Athenians, who made it appear that the 
ifland had been given up to them by Phihsus and Euryfaces , the 
fons of Ajax, who bad come from thence and fettled in Athens, 

A general Soon after So/on’s return to Athens , where he was highly ex¬ 
war de- tolled by the people, the inhabitants of Cirrha , on the bay of 
dared Corinth , befieged Delphi , with the defign of plundering the tem- 
againilthe pie of Apollo. By the advice of Solon, the council of the Am - 
Cirrha- phiStyons decreed a general war again ft the facrilegious Cirrhceans , 

who were at laft reduced, chiefly by Solon’s councils and ftrata- 
gems. He went to the army as counfellor and afiiftant to 
Clyfthenes , tyrant of Sicyon, who commanded in chief, and ad- 
viled him to turn the channel of the river Pli/lus , v/hich ran 
through the city of Cirrha. Finding, however, that the be¬ 
fieged were fupplied with water by wells, he caufed a great 
number of hellebore roots to be diced and thrown into th tPlif 
tus , and when the water was thoroughly impregnated with the 
juice of thefe roots, he caufed the river to be turned back into 
its own channel. The Cirrheeans , overjoyed at the fight of the 
running water, eagerly drank of it, which caufed an epidemic 
flux among them, fo that being no longer able to defend the 
walls, the place was prefently taken. 'I he inhabitants were fe- 
verely punifhed, and Cirrha became thenceforward the arfenal 
of Delphi*. 

New dif- Solon upon his return from this expedition, found Athens in 
turbances the utmoft confufion, owing to the remains of Cylon’s faftion, 
in Athens, who continually infifted that Athens was ftill under the anger of 

the gods, on account of the impious cruelty of Megacles and his 
faction. Salamis being again loft, their clamours raifed great 
difturbances in the city. To quiet the murmurs of the l'edi- 
tious, Solon perfuaded thofe who were ftiled execrable to abide a 
trial. Three hundred perfons were chofen to judge them, but 
fuch was the power of the accufers, or the fuperftition of the 
judges, that all thofe of Megacles s faction who were living, 
were condemned to perpetual banifhment; and the bones of 
thofe that were dead were dug up and caft without the limits of 
their country. 

The confufions among the Athenians were chiefly owing tc 
the unfettled ftate of the government, and the weak authority ol 
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hate of ^ laws, which nourifhed party and faction. 

diflentions were about the form of their government. The in- 
veminent. habitants of the hilly country, who were called Diacrii , de¬ 
clared pofttively for a perfe£b democracy. The Pedieei , or thofi 
who dwelt in the low country, were for an oligarchy. Th< 
Par alt , or thofe who lived on the fea coaft, defired a mixt go 
vernment. The poor in the mean time finding little prote&ioi 
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from the laws, were grievoufly opprefled by the rich. Many of 
Vm were obliged to fell themfelves and their children to dif- 
harge their debts. Some abandoned their native country ; but 
others refolving to throw off their oppreflive yoke, openly de¬ 
clared that they intended to make a thorough change in the go- 

vernment- 

r l'he defperation of this fourth party threatening to overturn Solon una- 
theftate, all the wife Athenians caft their eyes upon Solon, who nim^uflv 
was chofen archon without having recourfe to lots, and was declared 
conftituted fupreme arbiter and legiflator with the unanimous archon. 
confcnt of all parties ; the rich liking him becaufe he was him- 
felf a man of fortune, and the poor dreading nothing from one 
fo mild and fo remarkably honeft. He now had it in his power 
to make himfelf king, at id the wifeft Athenians feemed to be of 
opinion, that the veiling the fupreme power in one man, was 
t)ie only means of reforming the Hate. His friends earneftly 
nreffed him to affume the royal dignity ; but fuch was his noble He gene- 
difintereftednefs, that notwithftanding all their folicitations and roufly re¬ 
reproaches, he would hearken to no other fcheme than that of fufes the 
fettling a form of government upon the bafts of a juft and rea- fovereign- 
fonable liberty. Where-ever he found things tolerably well tv. 
under the old conftitution, he refufed to alter them at all, and 
whatever changes he made, he was at great pains to explain the 
reafon and neceffity of them, wifely mixing, as he himfelf faid, 
authority and power with reafon and juftice. Wherefore, when 
one afterwards allied him, if the laws he had made for the Athe¬ 
nians were the bell, he replied, Tes y the heji they zvcre capable of 

receiving. 

He quieted the difcontents and tumults of the meaner people, He com- 
by publifliing a law, declaring all debtors difcharged and ac- pofes the 
quitted of all their debts. As he forefaw that fuch an edi£ 1 , diflenti- 
which had fomething in it contrary to juftice, would at firft ons of the 
meet with oppofition from the richer fort, he compofed an ora- Athenians. 
tion, to prevail with them to confent and fubmit to the new 
law 3 and on this fubjeft confulted three of his intimate friends, 
who by their treachery brought fuch a ftain upon his reputation, 
as had almoft ruined his credit. Before the publication of the 
edift, they privately borrowed great fums of money, which 
they laid out in the purchafing of lands. The general indigna¬ 
tion that was raifed by fuch a bafe and flagrant knavery, at lirft 
fell upon Solon, but it was foon cleared when it appeared that 
he himfelf was a fufferer. 

His new law at lirft was far from giving fatisfa&ion. The 
rich were difgufted, and thought he had done too much, and 
the poor thought he had done too little, becaufe he had not di¬ 
vided the lands of Attica equally amongft them. In a little 
time afterwards, however, the new edi& was generally approv- He repeal# 
ed of, and the fame powers as before were continued to Solon, the laws 
He repealed all the laws that had been made by Draco, except of Draco* 
thofe againft murder. He then proceeded to the regulation of 
offices, employments, and magiftracies, all which he left in the 
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hands of the rich; but the fupreme power, or laft refort, he 
placed with the people; which was thought at firft of little 
Divides confequence, though it was found afterwards to give the people 

« 1 i 1 H ^ i. ^ C i.1% ^ t-i ^ — t .1 


thepeoplea mighty power in the ftate. Of 
into four clafles, ranging them according to the differences of their in¬ 
comes and revenues, thofe being reckoned in the lowed elafs 
who were worth only 200 meafures of corn and of liquids pet 


ranks. 


annum. A fourth clafs was compofed of the people. 

Solatia to pi event, as much as poffible, the abufe which the 
Raifes the nobles might make of their authority, raifed the reputation 
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eopaeites. formerly it confided of fuch perfons in the ftate as were moft 
F * ’ conspicuous for their wealth, power, and probity. The new 

regulation raifed the power of the Areopagites very high, and 
rendered their decrees fo extremely venerable, that none con- 
tefted them for many ages. The Roman seven fometimes re¬ 
ferred caufes, which were too intricate for their own decifion, 
Eftablilh- to the determination of this tribunal *. Asa reftraint upon the 
esafenate. turbulent fpirit of the people, he inftituted a fenate of 400 


members, an hundred 


Thefe 


covnifance of all that was to come before the people, and no- 
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His next care was to digeft a body of laws, which were fo 
much efteemed, that the Romans tranferibed them for the ufe of 
their ftate. As thefe tranferibed laws became the bafis of the 
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which the reader may be able to form a judgment of the reft, 
aeainft af- Firft, every particular perfon was authorized to efpoufe the 
faults and caufe of any one that was injured and^ infulted. By another 
jniuries law, thole perfons that in public differences did not declare 
relating to themfelves of one party or other, but waited to fee how things 
rwUtu.rU would go, before they determined, were condemned to perpe- 
* * tual banifhment, and to have all their eftates confifcated. Tho’ 

at firft fight this law may feem dangerous to the public peace, 
yet in truth it was calculated to fupport it j for the wife and mo¬ 
derate, as well as the wicked and turbulent, being obliged to 
declare themfelves, the ftate was provided with a quick and 
fure refourfe againft the fudden enterprizes of profligate and 
factious citizens f. 

concern- He abolifhed the giving of portions in marriage with young 
- niar- women, unlefs they were only daughters, and ordered that the 
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b/lde fhould carry no other fortune to her hulband than three 
fuits of cloaths, and feme few houftiold goods of little value. 

He defired that marriage might be no longer a mercenary bufinefs, 
but a contract of minds founded upon mutual affe&ion. 

He ordained that none ftiould revile the dead, nor any living Forbids to 
perfon at facred folemnities, in the courts of juftice, or at pub- revile the 
lie fpe&acles, on pain of paying three drachmae to the perfon dead, 
reviled, and two more to the public treafury. He likewife 
made a law againft Hander. 

The Athenians before his time were not allowed to make their concern- 
wills, but the wealth of the deceafed always devolved upon his ing lait 
children or neareft relations. Solon having abrogated this cuftom, wills, 
enacted that fuch as had no children, might leave their eftates to 
whom they pleafed, prefering friendlhip to family, and the ties 
of affection to thofe of confanguinity. He however added this 
provifo to his law, that the maker of fuch a will ftiould be in the 
full poflelfion of his fenfes, not influenced by ficknefs, potions, 
bondage, or the blandifoments of a wife. 

He made the following laws with refpe£t to women and their relat’ng to 
expences: When a woman travelled, he permitted her not to women, 
carry with her above three gowns, or any provilions above the 
value of an obolus. Nor was {he allowed to travel in the night, 
unlefs in a chariot and with the torch light. 

To'prevent the mifehievous effects of idlenefs and floth, he againft 
eftabliftied by law that a fon fhould be releafed from all obliga- idlenefs. 
tions to maintain an aged father, in cafe that father had not bred 
him up to fome trade. He veiled the court of Areopagus with a 
power of examining how people lived, and of puniming idle- 
nefs. He allowed every man a right to profecute another for 
that crime, and in cafe a perfon was convicted of it thrice, he 
fuffered infamy. The hufband who furpriled his wife in adul¬ 
tery, was allowed by Solon to kill the adulterer. Whoever ra- 
vifned a free woman, was to** be fined ico drachmas. No adul- 
trefs was allowed to adorn herfeif, and if five put on any orna¬ 
ments, he gave liberty to any that thought fit to tear her cloaths 
off her back, and beat her into the bargain. 

He enadted, that whoever refufed to maintain his parents, or Mifcella- 
had wafted his paternal eftate, fhould be infamous , judging that neous 
a man could not be privately bad and publickly good, and that laws, 
one who neglected his duty to his parents, could not preferve it 
to the ftate; or that he who had (pent his own revenue, could 
not be frugal of that of his country *, He forbad a guardian to 
marry the mother of his ward, and permitted not the next heir 
to be admitted guardian of the infant. He enjoined engravers to 
keep no impreffions of the feal rings they fold. If a man put out 
the eye of another, who had but one eye, he directed that he 
Ihould lofe both his: by his laws an archon, taken in drink, 
was to be punifhed with death. He decreed that if a man fur- 
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prifed his wife in adultery, and lived with her afterwards, he 
{hould be deemed infamous. He commanded children to be du¬ 
tiful to their parents, permitting the latter, in cafe of difobe- 
dience, to difinherit and turn them out of doors. Such as 
avoided going to the war, fled from the army, or {hewed any 
other flagrant fign of cowardice, he ordered to be expelled the 
fan6bfied precindts of the forum, to be for ever debarred from 
wearing a crown or wreath, or from entering any places of pub¬ 
lic worihip. He ordained that a citizen of Athens {hould be tried 
no where but at Athens ; that the citizens {hould deliver their fen- 
timents'on public affairs, according to their feniority; but he 
prohibited young men, however wife they might be efteemed, 
either to become magiftrates, or to make orations to the people. 
He inftituted feafts in the common halls, under the title of public 
weals, but he forbad that the fame perfons {hould be entertained 
often, and ordered fuch as did not comejn their turns to be fined, 
aferibing the former offence to greedinefs, and the latter to a 
contempt of the public*. He forbad any ftrangers to be natu¬ 
ralized sit Athens, who were not either perpetual exiles from their 

own country, or who out of love to Athens had not brought their 
whole families to fettle there, fo as to have no intereft in another 
place. He directed that the children of thofe who were /lain in 
the fervice of the ftate, {hould be brought up and inftructed at 
the public expence, till they were twenty years old. He made 
no law againft parricide, and being afterwards afked the reafon 
why he had not, he anfwered, That to make laws againft a crime 
that had never been known or heard of, was the way to introduce it, 
rather than to prevent it f. 

His laws Solon having promulgated his laws, procured them to be rati- 
being ru- fied for ico years; but many of the citizens coming to him 
tified, he daily to have them explained, to know the reafons on which 
ablents they were founded, and to advife him to alter this or that, ac- 
himfelf cording as their humour or intereft led them; to avoid thefe im- 
from portunities he refolved to travel. With this view he bought a 

Athens. {hip, and pretending an inclination to trade, prevailed on the 

Athenians to permit him to be abfent for ten years; during 
which {pace he hoped his jaws would become familiar to them. 

We mail here give a concife account of the Athenian repub¬ 
lic ; and, for the fake of illuftrating the future hiftory, we {hall 
not confine oarfclves to the form fettled by Solon, but {hall take 
a view of the Athenian commonwealth, as it fubfifted in fuc- 
ceeding times, referring our readers for a fuller account to the 
Cecropia of the learned Meurfms , or the abridgment of that 
work in Dr. Potter's excellent antiquities of Greece 
A defir:p- We {hall in the firft place take a fliortviewof the city of 

tionof the Athens, which, in the moft early times, was confined to that fpot, 
city of afterwards called the citadel, and was named Cecropia , from its 

Athens. ___ 
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, , m( ] er Cecfops. This old city was feated on the top of a rock, 

n the midft of a large and pleafant plain. This eminence was The cita- 
f ^ a dia in circuit, and was furrounded by olive trees, and for- del. 

as fome fay, with a ftrong palifade; but in fucceeding 
■! y } t W as enco'.npaffed with a ftrong wall, in which there 
, e nine gates. As the number of inhabitants increafed, the 
'Jin below became full of buildings, which gave oecafion to 
the difhn&ion of Aero and Catapolis , that is, of the upper and 

^Within the citadel were a great many fumptuous edifices, 
the moft remarkable of which were, the magnificent temple of 
Minerva, ftiled Parthenion , becaufe that goddefs was a virgin. The tern- 
The Perftans deftroyed it, but it was rebuilt with greater mag- pl e of Mu¬ 
nificence by the famous Pericles, all of the fineft marble, with nerva, 
iuch (kill and ftrength, that in fpite of the rage of time and 
barbarous nations, it remains, perhaps, the moft noted anti¬ 
quity of the world. It was divided into two parts, one facred 
t o Neptune, in which was the fait fountain, faid to havefprung 
up upon the ftroke of his trident; the other to Minerva, the pro- s 

tectreis of Athens ; wherein was the facred olive which fhe pro¬ 
duced, and her image, which was faid to have fallen down 
from heaven. At the back of Minerva’ s temple was the pub¬ 
lic treafury, which was burnt to the ground through the kna¬ 
very of the treafurers, who having mifapplied the revenues of 
the Hate, took this fhort method of making up their accounts. 

The lower city comprehended all the buildings furrounding the 
citadel, the fort Mnnychia, and the havens Phalcrum and Pi¬ 
rns. This city had n great gates, and the principal edifices 
with which it was adorned, may be reckoned the temple of 
Tbelm , ere&ed by Conon, which remains entire to this day, 
and is ufed as a church ; the Olympian temple, crafted in ho- anc j Q f 
nour of Jupiter, begun by Pifijiratus, and not finifbed till 700 j u pit er . 
years afterwards, under the emperor Adrian ■, the Pantheon, a J 
mod: noble ftructure ftill remaining, fupperted by 120 marble 
pillars. 

The Gymnafia of Athens were many, but the moft remark- The Gym- 
able were the Lyceum, Academia, and Cynofargcs. In the Ly- nafia, Lyr 
earn, which flood on the banks of the IliJJiis, Arijlotle taught ceum. 
philofop'ny. The academy, which was a few ftades without 
the walls, was adorned with fhady walks, where Plato read his 
lectures, and from thence his fcholars were ftiled academics. 

The Cynofarges was a place in the fuburbs, not far from the 
Lyceum, and was famous on many accounts, but particularly 
for a noble Gymnafium, erected for the fpecial ufe of fuch as 
were Athenians only by one fide. Antjlhenes here inftituted a 
feftof philofophers, who, as lome think, were from thence 
called Cynics. 

The principal and moft capacious harbour of Athens, was the The ha- 
Pirzus, which had three docks, two markets, and five porticos, vens of 
which joining together, formed one great portico. The fecond Athens , 
port was Munichia, not far from Pyrams, a place very ftrong 
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by nature, and afterwards rendered far ftronger by art. The 
third port was Phalerum , diftant from the city about 20 ftades, 
according to Paufanias\ but Thycydides makes its diftance 35 

ftades. _ . . 

Athens in her glory, according to Arijhdes , who wrote ex- 

prefsly on the fubjed, was a day’s journey, in compafs; that is, 
according to the account of others, fomething more than 22 
Roman miles. After it fell from its ancient fplendor, it endured 
great variety of fortune. Sylla deftroyed it without mercy. 
Julius Cafar reduced it, after an obftinate refiftance, but par¬ 
doned the living , as he faid, for the fake of the dead. They tided 
with Brutus againft the triumvirate, and with Anthony againft 
Auguftus. Tiberius , or at leaft his fon Germanicus , favoured 
them; but it was to Adrian , who had been archon of their city, 
that they owed the revival of their ancient luftre. The Goths, 
in the reign of Arcadius and Honorius lacked and deftroyed it; 
but Theodofius II. out of refpedt to his emprefs, caufed it to be 

re-edified*. „• 

The people of Athens were freemen, or fojourners, or flaves, 
and what may feem Arrange, the citizens, or Politai , were as 
many in the time of Cecrops , as in the moft flouriftnng ftate of 
the commonwealth, hardly ever exceeding 20,000 f. S?/?v de¬ 
creed that none ftiould be accounted free, but fuch as wc 1 e /r; 
nians both by father and mother. H:s law fell into difuciu-t 
till revived by Pericles , at whofe inftance it was again repeal; ; 
but after the expulfion of the 30 tyrants, Solon's law was 
ftored. There was a particular court of judicature, for 
trial of caufes of illegitimacy, and the utmoft care was taken to 
prevent any from being enrolled Athenian citizens, who had not 
a clear title thereto. Cecrops divided the freemen, or citizens, 
into four tribes. A new divifion was made by EreSlheus , though 
the number of tribes remained the lame; and by chuhng 100 
perfons out of each tribe, Solon compofed nis fenate. 6 lyftoetits 
encreafed the number of the tribes to ten, and made the fenate 
confift of 500. In fucceeding times two other tribes were 

The fojourners, or Metoicai , were perfons who lived always 
at Athens , yet were not admitted free denizens. Thefe were 
obliged to chufe out of the citizens prote&ors, who were filial 
patrons. They paid fervices to the ftate, and an annual tri¬ 
bute of iz drachms for each man, and 6 for every woman ; 
but thofe who had fons and paid for them, were exempted. It 
they were not able, through poverty, to pay this tribute, they 
were feized by the tax-mafters, and adually fold for Haves; 
which, as Diogenes Laertius tells us, was the fate of Xenocuihs, 
the philofopher. The fervants were freemen, who, through 
indigence, were obliged to work for wages, and while in this 
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Gate they had no vote in the aflembly. As to (laves, they were 
abfolutely the property of their matters, and were forbidden to 
wear cloaths, or to cut their hair like freemen. They were 
like wife debarred from anointing or perfuming themfelves, and 
from worfhiping certain deities. Their matters branded them 
with letters on the forehead and elfewhere at pleafure. The 
temple of Thcfeus , however, was allowed them as a fan&uary, 
whither, if they were exceedingly ill ufed, they might fly, and 
by that means oblige their owners to let them be transferred to 
other matters. They were permitted to get eftates for them¬ 
felves, giving a fmall premium to their matters, who were 
obliged to make them free if they could pay their ranfom. When 
they were made free, they were obliged to chufe patrons, and 
had likevvife the privilege of chufing a curator, who, in cafe 
their patrons injured them, was bound to defend them*. 

Tn the time of Demetrius , the Phalerian , the inhabitants of 
Mens were numbered, and were found to be 21,0co citizens, 

10,000 fojourners, and 40,000 (laves f. Though in the early 
times the Athenians were glad of citizens, yet when their city 
role in power and glory, they fet a high value upon this dignity. 

They refufed the freedom of their city to feveral perfons of high 
quality; but freely granted it to perfons of diftinguifhed merit. 

It was only the general aflembly of the people which could 
confer this privilege, and the grant was not valid, unlefs ratified 
in a fetond aflembly, wherein 6000 citizens were prefent. 

This general aflembly, which was the laft refort, was called Thegene- 
Ec:!M t and it confifted of all the freemen of Athens , except- ral affem- 
ing fjch as were infamous. The ordinary meetings of this af- bly of the 
fembly were four in 35 days. The extraordinary meetings people, 
were appointed by the magiftrates when neceffity required; 
whereas to the ordinary afiemblies the people came of their own 
accord. If any fudden tempeft arofe, or an earthquake hap-r. 
pened, or any very inaufpicious fign appeared, the aflembly 
was immediately adjourned ; but if the weather was fair and 
ferene, and nothing extraordinary happened, the place was pu¬ 
rified by being fprinkled round with the blood of young pigs, 
and then the cryer made a folemn prayer for the profperity of 
the republic, and pronounced a bitter execration againft any 
who might propofc what might be difadvantageous to the ftate. Magif. 

There were feveral magiftrates who had the overfeeing and trates re¬ 
regulating of thefe afiemblies; firft the epiftate, or prefident; gulating 
next the prytanes, who were members of the fenate, and or- t he afiexn- 
dered the fcheme of bufinefs to be propofed at the aflembly, bly. 
to be previoufly fet up in fome public place: next were the 
proedri, nine in number, who were chofen at each aflembty, 
and propofed to the people what they were to deliberate upon. 

When the debates upon any affair were over, they people then 
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declared their opinion for or again# it, by calling fir# beans 
but in after times pebbles, into certain venels. } 

The fe- The fenate confifted at fir# of only 400 members, afterwards 
nate. it was encreafed to 500, when the tribes were augmented to 

10, and when they came to 12 it was then fwelled to 600. 
They were elected by lots, 50 out of each tribe, and after thev 
were all chofen, they next elected the officers who were to pre- 
fide in the fenate, who were the prytanes beforementioned, and 
the time in which they prefided was 35 days, and was called 
prytania. The fenate anembled, by direction of the prytanes 
once every day, excepting feftivals, and fometimes oftner in 
the fenate houfe, which was thence called Prytaneum The 
office of prefident of the fenate laded but one day, and by law 
no man could hold it more than once, becaufe he then had in 
his cuftody the public fcal, - the keys of the citadel, and the 
charge of the exchequer. Whatever was decreed in this aflem- 
bly, if approved by the people, became a law, otherwife it was 
of no force longer than the fenate fubfifted. 

Power of The power of the fenate was very great, for they took the 
the fenate. account of magidrates at the expiration of their offices; they 

directed the proviiions made for poor citizens out of the public 
treafure; they had the fuperintendancy of public prifoners, and 
a power of punilhing fuch as committed adds morally evil, tho’ 
not prohibited by any law; they had alfo the care of the fleet, 
and many other branches of authority. Before the members 
took their feats, they were con drained to undergo a drift exa- 
• initiation, and the whole courfe of their lives being then en¬ 
quired into, if the lead: flur on their reputation appeared, 
they were fet afide. Each fenator was allowed a drachm every 
day, and fuch of the poor Athenians as thought fit to demand 
it had three oboli for going to the afl'embly. 

The court The court of Areopagus was fo called from the place where it 
of Are pa- afl'embled, namely, Arious Pages , that is, the hill of Mars, 
gus. It is very difficult to alcertain the number of judges of which 

this court confided. A fenator in this court was an officer for 
life, unlefs he was guilty of any immorality, and then he was 
immediately expelled. To laugh while the court was fitting 
was an unpardonable offence; and the members thereof were 
forbidden by law to write a comedy : nay, if an archon was 
feen to be fitting in a tavern or public houfe, it was fufficientto 
bar his admiffion. They had cognifance of all capital caufes, 
and with them the bare intent to murder was punifhed as feverely 
as if it took effeft. They could, if they thought fit, cancel 
the fentence of an afiembly where a criminal had been acquited 
contrary to evidence 5 and they likewife refeued innocent perfons 
in danger from the rafh fentences of the people. They had the 
fuperintendance of youth, the cudody of the laws, and the di¬ 
rection of the public treafure. They alfo had the power of pu- 
nidiing idlenefs, and in confequence of this they fent for any 
body they pleafed, and examined him what he fpent and how 

he was lupported: fo that it was impoffible for a man to live 

diffo- 
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dilTolutely in Athens on ill-got wealth, fince on the firft appear¬ 
ance of profufion, he would have been convened before the 
Areopagi. Matters of religion, blafphemy againft the gods, 
contempt of myfteries, all forts of impiety, the confecration of 
new gods, and introdudlion of new ceremonies into divine 
worfhip, belonged wholly to this court. Plato therefore having 
learned in Egypt that there was but one god, was forced to con¬ 
ceal his knowledge, for fear of being queftioned by the Areopa - 
ptes*i and St. Paul, when preaching Jefus and Anajlafis , that 
is, the refur region, was arraigned before them as a fetter forth 
of ftrange gods. This court affembled on the 27th, 28th, and 
29th days, or rather nights, of every month, for they always 
fat in the open air, and decided all caufes in the dark, that fee¬ 
ing neither plantiff nor defendant, their paffions might not be 
influenced. The higheft regard was paid to this venerable tri¬ 
bunal, till Pericles rofe, who endeavoured to fink their credit 
and diminifh their authority, by caufing affairs that belonged 
to their cognifance to be transferred to other courts, becaufe he 
never having been archon, could not be admitted into the Areo¬ 
pagus. The fudden degeneracy of the Athenians , and in con- 
iequence thereof the ruin of this ftate, has not, without reafon, 
been afcribed to this innovation f. 

The chief of the Athenian magiftrates were the archons, or The ar« 
archontes, who were nine in number, and were chofen by lot. chons. 
After they were chofen, they were obliged to undergo two ex¬ 
aminations, in which they were afked who were their anceftors ; 
whether they were by three defcents Athenian citizens ; whe¬ 
ther related to Apollo Patrius or ‘Jupiter Hercaus ; whether they 
had been dutiful to their parents ; had ferved the appointed time 
in the wars ; had the eftate required by law j and whether they 
were perfeft in all their limbs. Having then taken an oath to 
obferve the laws, they entered upon their office, fome parts of 
which they executed feparately, and in others they all had an 
equal authority. They all had the power of punilhing with 
death, fuch malefactors as delerved it, and they were all crown¬ 
ed with myrtle wreaths. As the reward of their labour in the 
fervice of the public, they were free from all taxes, and if any 
was fo bold as to ftrike or affront them, he was punifhed with 
infamy. The firft had a particular court of judicature, wherein 
he heard caufes ; if even by accident he was overtaken with li¬ 
quor, he fuffered death. The fecond archon had alfo his par¬ 
ticular court of judicature ; and the third had all fojourners or 
ftrangers under his jurifdiction. Each of thefe archons chofe 
two grave and judicious perfons, who underwent the like exa¬ 
minations with themfelves, to fit with them as affeflors; and 
they, as well as the archons, were accountable for their beha¬ 
viour. The other fix archons, who were called ‘Tbefjnotheta , 



f Pint, in vit.Paicl. Meurfius. Areop. 
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had one common tribunal, where they heard caufes of feyeral 
kinds. 

Inferior to the archons were many publ ic magiftrates, fom c 
of whom we fhall mention: the nomophylaces, who were 
alfo ftiled the eleven, were chofen one out of each of the tpn 

• « 1 mm J+ mm «« 1 « 


trates. tribes, and a clerk or fecretary being added, made up the ele¬ 
venth. It was their duty to look to the execution of the laws 
and they had authority to feize robbers and other capital offend¬ 
ers, and upon their confeflion to put them to death. Thephy- 
larchi were the prefidents of the Athenian tribes, but in time 
this became a military title. The demarchi were the principal 
magiftrates inwards. The lexarchi were fix in number, and 
were bound to take care that the people came duly to the affem- 
blies; under them they had toxolre, who were lictors and bailiffs, 
and like moft of their fort, were in a manner infamous. They 
were generally Scythians, raw-boned, brawny fellows, ready to 
The ora- execute any thing they were commanded. The orators, in 

the fervice of the ft ate, were of two forts j fome were appoint¬ 
ed to defend an old law, when a motion was made to repeal it; 
but the fame man was incapable of being elected twice. Be- 
fides thefe there were ten fettled orators, called rhetores, elect¬ 
ed by lots, whofe bufinefs was to plead public caufes in the fe- 
nate houfe, for which they, as well as the former, had their 
ftated fees *. 


tors. 


The The courts of juftice at Athens , exclufive of the 

courts of were ten in number; four had cognizance of criminal 
juftice; 


Areopar 

ft, and 


fix 


of civil caufes. Thefe ten courts were numbered with the teii 
firft letters of the alphabet, and were thence ftiled alpha, beta, 
gamma, &c. When an Athenian defired to hear and determine 
caufes, he wrote his own name, that of his father, and of the 
ward to which he belonged, upon a tablet, which he prefented 
to the thefmothetse, who returned it to him again with another 
tablet, with the letter which fell to his lot. He then went to 
the crier of the court, who prefented him with a fceptre, and 
gave him admifiion. When the caufes were over, the judges 
went and delivered their fceptres to the prytanes, and received a 
ftated fee for every caufe that was tried. The judges in the 
Helceaflic court, which was the chief of thofe for civil caufes, 


confifted at leaft of 50, but their ufual number was 500. When 
caufes of very great confequence were to be tried, 1000 perfoni 
fat therein, and now ana then the judges were encreafed to 
1500, and even to 2000 f . 

Having thus given a fuccindt view of the Athenian republic, 
Solon tra- we return to the great law-giver, Solon, who having left Athens, 
vels into went firft to Egypt, where he convcrfed with Pfcnophis the He- 
Egypt. liopolitan , and Sonchis the 1 Sake, the moft learned prieft of that 

age and country. From thefe he drew the knowledge of a mul- 
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tituue of things unheard of by the Greeks . From Egypt he went 
to Cyprus, where he was extremely well entertained by one of 
the petty kings, who reigned at Apeta. Solon obferving that 
there was a very pleafant {dam near the city, which was built 
on a craggy and barren eminence, perfuaded the king to remove 
his people thither, and to build a new and larger city for their 




reception 


Thi 


that numbers of 


Great di£~ 

turbances 


people, invited by the beauty of the new city, came to fettle 
themfelves therein, whence the king out of gratitude called it 
Solos. About this time Solon is thought to have vifited Thales , 
the Milejian^ Crafus king of Lydia , Epimenides the foothfayer 
in Crete^ Periander the tyrant of Corinth , and others in other 

countries *. 

At his return to Athens , he found the whole city in commo¬ 
tion and trouble. The three old factions were revived under 

three different leaders. Lycurgus was at the head of the coun- in "Jthens 
try people; Megacles , the fon of Alcmeon , was the chief of thofe 
who lived on the coaft j and Piftpratus placed himfelf at the 
head of the pooreft fort of people in the city, to protedh them, 
as he pretended, from tyranny. Solon was treated with the 
higheft reverence and refpedt by all the parties, and they each 
befeeched him to refume his authority, and compofe the diforders 
oftheftate. This he declined on account of his age, which, 
as he faid, rendered him unable to fpeak and adt for the public 


Solon en¬ 
deavours 


benefit as he was wont. However, he fent for the chiefs of to mode- 


moft 


rate the 


of the 
parties. 
The cha¬ 
racter of 


them not to ruin their common parent, but to prefer the public violence 
good to their private intereft f. 

Solon ’s difeourfes feemed chiefly to affedl his relation and 
friend Pi/j/lratus, who was of an exceeding courteous and affa¬ 
ble difpofition, and very generous and benevolent. He had al- _ 

ways two or three flaves near him with bags of filver coin, and Pifijfratus 

if he perceived people melancholy, he enquired the caufe, and J 

if it was poverty, he furnifhed them with what might enable 

them to get bread, but not to live idly. When he faw any 

man look fickly, he comforted him with a proper fum; and 

when he heard that any were dead infolvent, he buried them at 

his own expence. In a word, he had, or feemed to have, all 

the virtues which could adorn a nobleman. He would not fo 

much as fuffer his fervants to fliut his garden or orchard gates, 

but allowed every body to go in and take what they pleafed. 

His looks were eafy and fedate, his language fmooth and modeft, 
and he feemed a great lover of equality, and a zealous friend to 
the conftitution. Solon , though he penetrated all thefe ap¬ 
pearances, yet did not immediately break with him ; but find¬ 
ing his friendly remonftrances had no effedt upon him, he ex¬ 
horted the citizens to beware of his defigns. 
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About this time Thefpls , who is generally efteemed the inveij. 
tor of tragedy, greatly delighted the Athenians with his new ex¬ 
hibitions. Solon , who piqued himfelf upon learning, even in 
his old age, went to hear Thefpis , and after the play was over 

addrefied himfelf to him in thefe words, / zvonder you are not 
ajhamed of telling lies before fo great an audience. 


T) 


Thai there coul 
made for diverf 


If once we are pleafed with lies for our divcrfm 
•we Jhall foon have them creep into our more ferious affairs. * 
He crafti- Pififlratus in the mean time, perceiving how, much the peo- 
ly obtains pie were at his devotion, refolved to feize the prefent opportu- 
» guard, nity to cheat them out of that liberty they knew not how to 
Bef. Ch. value. With this view, having wounded himfelf and the mules 

that drew his chariot, he drove into the market place as if pur¬ 
sued by his enemies, and begged the public protection, declar¬ 
ing that many enemies fought his life for his kindnefs to the 
people. While the mob were loudly tdlifvine- their 


561. 




Pififlratus, and faid. Son 0/" Hippocr 
UfylTes well , fince you deceive your f ellc 
m he had wounded himfelf praSiifecl 
untrv. This fpeech being unregard 


Solon 

openly 
oppoles 
his de- 


tica. 


fembly of the people was immediately convened, which de¬ 
creed, notwithftanding all the remonllrances of Solon, that Pi- 
fijiratus Ihould be allowed a guard, according to Plutarch , of 
50 men armed with clubs ; but of 400 men, by the account of 
Solon, in his letter to Epimenides. Pififlratus , with his new 

guard, feized the citadel, and being mailer of that fortrels, 
aflumed the fovereignty *. All hiftorians agree, that amidft the 
confulion which followed this tranfa&ion, there was an aflembly 
held, wherein Solon made a fpeech, inveighing againft the 
meannefs of his countrymens fpirit, and inviting them to take 
arms in defence of their liberty. Finding them unmoved, he laid 
i down his arms and faid. To the utmojl of my power I haveJlriven 
for my country and my lavas. Plutarch fays, he refufed to leave 
his country, and that when Pifflratus fent to know what in- 
fpired him with boldnefs enough to oppofe his proceedings, he 
anfwered. My old age. Other authors, however, fay, and with 
greater probability, that he quitted the dominions of Athens and 
died abroad, according to fome, two years after, about the Both 
year of his age. Lucian , indeed, fays that he lived upwards of 
100 years. According to fome he died in the ifland of Cyprus 
but others fay elfewhere. Diogenes Laertius relates^ that he di¬ 
rected his bones to be burnt, and their aihes to be carried to 
Salamis, and fcatterdd over the ifland f. The Athenians , after 
the death of Solon , paid him the higheft honours, and erected 



* Plut. in vit. Sol. Herod. 1 . i. f Diog. Laert. and Plut. #t 
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for him in the forum and at Salamis , a ftatue in brafs. 
hand in his gown, the pofture in which he was wont to fpeak. 

The laws of Solon , by the revolution in Athens , were not 
overturned. Pififlratus^ on the contrary, did all that in ' ' 
lay to provide for their better execution, and loft nothin_ 
that moderation for which he had been before fo remarkable. 

While Solon lived he preferred for him the higheft veneration, 
and was fo much difturbed at his leaving his country, that he 
wrote to him in the moft affe&ionate manner to engage him to 

return. 

In the beginning of his ufurpation, Megades and his family, Mercies 
fearing to be cut off by Pififlratus , alfo retired out of the terri- retires 
tories of Athens. They, however, ftill kept up a correfpon- from 
dence with their countrymen, and entered into a treaty with Athens. 
Lycttrgus and his party. Having concerted a fcheme for expell- Pififlratus 
jng Pififlratus , they executed it with fuccefs, and obliged him obliged to 
in his turn to feek for fafety abroad. The Athenians , notwith- abandon 
ftanding their former attachment to him, were fo far wrought Athens » 
on by his enemies, as to order his goods to be publickly fold. 

None, however, but Callias would venture to buy any of them, 
from an apprehenfion, no doubt, that Pififlratus one time or 
other would be reftored. 

Megacles finding Lycurgus and his party likely to domineer,, 
foon after began to treat with Pififlratus , and it was agreed be¬ 
twixt. them, that Pififlratus fhould marry the daughter of Me- 

who fhould affift him in recovering the fovereignty. 



eir fcheme fucceeded by a very ridiculous ftratagem. They Is reftored 
found a woman, named Phya , of a mean family, but very by Mega- 
handfome and of prodigious ftature. Her they drafted in the ^,vvhofe 
habit of Minerva , and having placed her in a chariot to the belt daughter 
advantage, conduced her towards the city, heralds going be- he mar- 
fore her and addrefiing the people in thefe terms: Give a kind ries. 
reception , O Athenians, to Pififlratus, whom Minerva herfelf 
mdefccnds to bring back to the citadel. The Athenians , aftonifhed 
at the figure of the woman, and the pomp of her appearance, 
believed her to be their tutelary goddefs, addrefied her 


with 


prayers, and readily received Pififlratus ; who having thus re¬ 
covered the fovereignty, married the daughter of Megacles , and 
of gratitude to Phy 
panbus. 


out 


I / # u t p _ y 

jya, gave her in marriage to his fon Hip - 


Pififlratus not long after was again obliged to abandon Athens . 

Negle&ing to confummate his marriage with his new wife, 
whofe family were held by the Athenians to be execrable, the, 
after fome time, mentioned it to her mother, which fo enraged 
the family, that Megacles inftantly began to negociate with the 
malecon tents. Pififlratus perceiving what great influence he Pififraius 
bad with the people, voluntarily retired to Eretria , where he aoain for- 
confulted with his fons what courfe to take for the recovery of ced to 
the fovereignty. His fon Hippias propofing the reducing of leave 
Athens by force, Pififlratus agreed to it, and immediately ap- Athens* 

plied to feveral of the Grecian Hates, to furnifh him with men 
Vol. II. X ” and 
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and money for carrying his defign into execution. Having re¬ 
ceived large fupplies of both from feveral ftates, but particularly 
Returns from the Thebans, he entered Attica in the eleventh year of his 
at the banifhment, and took pofleffion of Marathon , where he was 
head of joined by great numbers of Athenians . Soon after, advancing 
an army, to Athens , he furprifed and routed the Athenian army, and a 
and feizes third time ieized the fovereignty. To fecure to himfelf th? 


Returns from the 1 Thebans , he entered Attica in 
at the banifhment, and took pofleffion of Jk 
head of joined by great numbers of Athenians. 


To 


the love- pofleffion of his power, he obliged the Athenians to addid them- 
reignty a felves to agriculture, that they might not meet together in the 
3d time, market-places and cabal againfthim. By this means he greatly 

mended the ftate of the Athenian territories, and procured great 
plantations of olives to be made all over Attica , which before 
was not only almoft void of corn, but all'o bare of trees. H e 
endeavoured by all gentle methods to eradicate the fiercenefs of 
the Athenians , but to little purpofe. Some young men that had 
been drinking at a feaft, in their return met his wife, and in¬ 
ful ted her grofsly. Next day when their fpirits were cooler, 
they went in the moll humble manner to alk him pardon. ?/- 
fijlratus heard their apology very gracioufly, and when they had 
done, faid, I would advife you> gentlemen , to behave for tiefu - 
ture jnore modejlly ; but as for my wife , jhe was not abroadyejlcr- 
His eaifi- day. He adorned the city with line edifices, particularly with 
ces. the temple of Pythian Apollo ; and when the Athenians , to fhew 

their averfion to him, went and eafed themfelves there, he firft 
endeavoured by gentle means to reclaim them from fo fcanda- 
lous a practice ; but thefe having no effect, he ordered procla¬ 
mation to be made, that fuch as for the future were guilty of 
He builds that offence, fhould fuffer death. He was the firft who built a 


He builds that offence, fhould fuffer death. He was the f 
a public library in Greece for public ufe, and directed 


a public library in Greece for public ufe, and directed that Homer’s 
library. poems fhould be digefted into regular order, as we have them 

at prefent. As they were in danger of being loft, he caufed 
public notice to be given throughout Greece , that he would give 
lo much a line to fuch as would bring him any genuine works 
of Homer. He caufed the whole verfes he had collected by this 
means, to be revifed by the moft experienced critics, amongft 
whom Zcnodotus and Arlftarchus were tho chief*. In all other 
refpe6ts he was a great encourager of learning, and converfed 
familiarly v/ith Crotoniates , the Epic poet, who wrote the ad- 
Ke main- ventures of the Argonauts. He not only maintained the laws, 
tains the as became him in his ftation, but when hs heard he was accu- 


He 


jaws. 


Ar 


vate man, and fubmitted himfelf to judgment. At another 
time having fome way or other offended certain Athenians of 
principal dignity, who retired to the caftle of Phila , he went 
thither the next day with a cloak bag on his back. They afking 
what he meant, he faid, either to engage you to go back with me 


pi 


Jlay with you myfelf and therefore you fc 


* Vide Gronov. Thefaur. Gnec. 
apophtheg. A. Geli. 1 . vi. Suidas. Vitruvius. 


t 


H 



OF THE WORLD. 3 o 7 

From the time of his firft pofleffing himfelf of the fovereignty, 

to his death, thare intervened 3 3 years ; of which Ariftotle re¬ 
lates he reigned but 17, fo that his firft exile had lafted 5 years, 
as Herodotus tells us, the fecond continued eleven years. He is 
faid to have had three wives, and by the two firft he had four 
fons and a daughter. His fons were Hipparchus , Hippias , by 
his firft wife, and Jophon and Thejfalus by his fecond. Ha had 
befides a baftard fon, named Hegifratus , to whom he left the 
principality of Sigeum. _ Befides his great affability and genero- 
fity, whicn procured him many friends, he acquired great in¬ 
fluence with the people by his eloquence, which is much cele¬ 
brated by the wifeft, both of the Greeks and Romans. That it ' 
was wonderfully great appears from another teftimony, namely, 
from the mighty apprehenfions of the Athenians , that Pericles 
would attempt to make himfelf a prince, becaufe in his counte¬ 
nance and manner of (peaking, he was faid to refemble Pifif- 
tratus*. Piffratus died in tranquillity, arid on the whole, 
feems to have wanted nothing but a legal title to have rendered 
him an excellent prince. 

Upon his death, his two fons, Hipparchus and Hippias , as 
moft think, (hared the fupreme authority between them. Some 
fay that only the former had the title, and others that Piftflratus Hippar- 
bequeathed his authority, not only to thefe two, but alto to his c hus and 
third fon Thejfalus f. Hipparchus and Hippias it is evident lived Hippias 
and reigned together. 1 he firft was a perfon of great fweet- fucceed to 
nefs of temper, very learned, and a great favourer of learned t he fove- 
men. He treated Simonides the poet with great kindnefs, and reignty. 
kept him always near his perfon ; and fent a galley of yo oars Bef. Chr. 
on purpofe to bring the celebrated Anacreon to Athens . He was 528. 
alfo afliduous in cultivating the minds ofhis fubje&s, caufing fta- 
tues of Mercury to be fet up in the city and country, but efpe- 
cially in the latter, and certain wife counfels in elegiac verfe, to 
be infcribed on both fides of them. On account therefore of 
his (hining virtues he was greatly admired by his citizens, and 
enjoyed the principality feveral years in great tranquillity. 

A conl'piracy, however, was formed when it was leaft expect¬ 
ed, for taking off both the brothers. Authors are pretty well 
agreed as to the material circumftances of this faCt, though A conlpi- 
they differ in a few points of no confequence. They relate that racy 
Harmodius , a young Athenian , who was exquifitely beautiful in againft 
his perfon, was on that account, according to the infamous them 
cuftom of the Greeks , beloved by Arif of ton. This Hermodius by Har- 
was alfo beloved by Hipparchus , who, if we may believe Thu- modius and 
cydides, forced him, which was grievoufly refented both by him Arifogi- 
and Arfogiton. Their refentment being foon after heightened, ton. 
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by a public affront which Hipparchus put upon the lifter of Har- 
modius , by obliging her to retire from a folemn proceflion; they 
entered into a conipiracy with a few friends, to cut off the ty¬ 
rants at the approaching feftival of the Panatheneea , when the 
citizens were allowed to appear in arms. Upon the appointed 
day, obferving one of the confpirators talking very familiarly 
with Hippias , they fufpe&ed that they were betrayed^ and in¬ 
fell unon 


dered. 


multitude 


Hipp 


whom they difpatched with a 


o them as they expelled, fu ft e red Harmodius to be killed upon 
the fpot, and feized and delivered up Arijiogiton. Hippias , dif- 
fembling his grief for his brother’s death, advanced with his 
guards to the crowd, and having picked out fuch as he fufpe&ed 
to be confpirators, from their looks or their wearing daggers, 
he difmiffed the reft. Though the Athenians had not, by any 

Harmodius general infurre&ion, favoured the attempt of Harmodius and 
and Arif- Arijiogiton , yet they carried their refpeft for them after their 

deaths, to a height fcarce to be accounted for. They caufed 
their praifes to be fung at the Panatheneea \ prohibited any flave 
-onoured to be called by their names, and erected for them in the forum 
by the A. brazen ftatues, made by Praxitiles. They alfo granted feveral 

immunities and honorary privileges to the defeendants of thefe 


togilon 

greatly 


tbenians. 


patriots, and did all in their power to make their memory ve¬ 
nerable ; though it appears their confpiracy proceeded rather 
from paflion and private refentment, than from any defire to do 
fervice to their country. 

Hippias from this time began to alter his conduft towards 
the people, and to treat them with a feverity, unknown to his 

X S TT 1_J A '_ v ___ i_^ ___ 


family before. 


from him 


Arijiogiton 


ijfogi- Arijiogiton named feveral of Hipp 


ton im¬ 
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hut yourfelf that drferves to _ fufft 

Arijiogiton 


g, I know of twit 
Lccena , a courte- 




midft of her torments bit off her tongue and fpit it out, that it 
might not be in her power to declare any thing to the prejudice 


fhe 


Hippias , to guard himfelf for the future againft a like enter- 
prife, contracted leagues with foreign princes, and encreafedhis 
revenues by various oppreflive methods, which, however, only 
haftened his expulfion. Mcgacles and his family, who from 


Lipjid) 


anceftor 


Pifjl 


from Athens , which were not a few. During their exile they 
buffed themfelves in contriving means for expelling the Pififtros 
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tjfa and at laft devifed a method which proved fuccefsful. 

They agreed with the Amphhtyons, or ftates- general of Greece , 
to rebuild the temple of Delphi ; and as they were pofleffed of 
great riches, they built the frontifpiece not of common ftone, 
as they had agreed, but of Parian marble. While they were 
thus employed, they by their great liberalities corrupted the 
prieftefs, and engaged her to exhort all the Lacedeemonians who 
came to confult the oracle, to deliver Athens. The Lacedeemo- 
n'ums finding this admonition ineeffantly inculcated, refolved at 
laft to make war again!! the Pifjlratidee , though they were then 
infriendlhip and alliance with them. Their fir!! invafion of 
Attica was unfuccefsful, Hippias , who was aflifted with 1000 
Thejfalian horfe, having routed them with great daughter and 
(lain their general. They fent a fecond army into Attica , un¬ 
der their king Cleomenes , who having defeated the Theffalians , 
beiieged Hippias in Athens . During the fiege, which feemed to 
promife no better an iflue to the Lacedcemonians than their firft The Pi- 
expedition, the children of Hippias happening to fall into their JiJlratidas 
hands, when they had left the city to go to a place of fecurity, expelled 
Hippias to redeem them, agreed by treaty to retire in five days Athens , 
out of Attica. Accordingly he actually retired ^within the time and the 
limited, and went to Sigeum , a town in Phrygia , governed by democra¬ 
ts natural brother Hcgijlratus. From the time of this expul- cy reftor* 
fion, which happened in the fourth year after the death of ed. 
Hipparchus , the Athenians purfued this family with implacable 
hatred. They retained fuch a fenfe of their ufurpation, that, 
left other eminent perfons ftiould imitate them, they readily ba- 
nifhed, on the flighted pretences, the moft worthy of their ci¬ 
tizens, that at all events they themfelves might be fafe. 

The Athenians, after the expulfion of the Pififlratida , were The Athe¬ 
ns from immediately enjoying tranquillity. The people were mans divi- 
quicldy divided into two factions. Clyjlhenes , the moft eminent ded into 
of the Alcmeonidce , was the head of one faction, and the chief two fa&i- 
of the other was Ifagoras , the fon of Tirfander . Clyjlhenes ap- ons. 
plied himfelf chiefly to the people, and to engage them in his 
intereft, altered many things in Solon’s fcheme of government, 
with a view to increafe their power. He augmented the num¬ 
ber of tribes to ten, and encreafed the fenate to 500. Ifagoras , Qne of 
who had contracted a great intimacy with Cleomenes , king of the parties 
Sparta , feeing himfelf inferior in credit to his rival, hadrecourfe imported 
to the Lacedcemonians. He alfo revived the old accufation by Cleome- 
againft the Alcmconida who were related to Megacles , who had ngs * k - 
violated the faintuary of Minerva , by putting Cylon and his 0 f Sparta. 
aftociates to death. Cleomenes favouring Ifagoras , threatened 
the Athenians with a war if they did not expel the Alcmeomdee. 

Though they banifhed their benefactors without hefitation, 

Cleomenes neverthelefs, foon after entered Attica at the head of 
a Spartan army, and upon his arrival at Athens , drove 700 fami¬ 
lies into banifhment. He afterwards propofed to diflolve the 
fenate, and to veft the government in 300 of the principal per¬ 
fons of Ifagoras's faction. The Athenians perceiving his defign, 

X 5 irmne- 
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telv tnnk arms, and conftrained him with h 


and Ifagoras and his friends, to retire to the citadel*^ Cleomenes 
in the ci finding it in vain to ufe force, furrendered on the third day, on 
tade! and condition that all who were in the citadel fliould have leave to 

- . /- • i n _i nru* ~ . • 


forced to 
retire. 


Spartans 


nmolefted. The Athenians 


Cleo?nenes 
in vain at 


enemies, that notwithftanding the capitulation, they fell upon 
fuch of them as were feparated from the army? and put many of 
them to death. Upon the departure of Cleomenes , they re¬ 
called Ciyjlbenes , and all thofe who had been lent into exile on 
his account, that they might be the better able to fupportawar 
which they forefaw tney mould be engaged in. Their precau¬ 
tions ioon appeared neccflary. Cleomenes railed forces through- 

... _ out all the Peloponnefe , without declaring his intention, which 

tempts to was to invade Attica ; and when all things were ready, heen- 
‘ //U gaged the Beotians and Chalcidians to attack the Athenians fepa- 

rately, while he entered the country of Eleufis. The Athenian 
not being able to oppofe all their enemies at once, left their ter¬ 
ritories to the mercy of the Beotians and Chalcidians, and march¬ 
ed with all their forces againft Cleomenes,. who being firft aban¬ 
doned by the Corinthians , and then by his other allies, and op- 
pofed by his colleague Demaratus, found himfelf obliged to 
The Athe- withdraw. The Athenians being thus freed from the Sp 


goras ty 
rant of 
Athens. 
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refolved to march immediately into Euhea , againft the Chalci- 
f> at rh? dians. On their march they routed a body of Boeotians , and 

took 700 of them prifoners, and paffing the fame day into 
tzn and Euboea , they gained a glorious vi&ory over the Chalcidians. 
the Baeoti- Leaving 4000 men in Euboea, they returned with a great many 

Boeotian and Chalcidian prifoners, whom they had put in irons, 
to Athens. On receiving two minae for each prifoner, they af¬ 
terwards fet them at liberty, and their fetters they hung up in the 
citadel. The Boeotians , bent upon revenging the indignity of¬ 
fered to their countrymen, refolved to continue the war, and 
prevailed on the inhabitants of the ifland Mgina to make a de- 
The As?i- feent upon the coafts of Attica, while they invaded the inland 
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clare a- hatred to the “Athenians, accordingly fitted out a fleet and rava- 
gainft the ged their coafts, which greatly incenfed A ‘ r 


Athenians ; but 


Athenian;, 


ned with a ftorm from another quarter. 
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Delphi , they 
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The Spar - meonidae with the Pythonejs , which had engaged them in the 

' n their good friends the Pijylratida, repented 
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pofe to re- forely of the folly they had committed, <uiu iun 1^1 

ftore Hip- from Sigeuen, in order to reftore him to his principality. Hip 

pias arriving at Sparta , they communicated their defign to th- 
deputies of their allies ; but the Corinthian deputy remonftrat- 
jng with great eloquence and warmth againft the propofition for 
j-eftoring Hippias, the other deputies refufed to engage in the 
defign, fo that Hippias was obliged to return to Ajia. He went 


infmuated himfelf with Artapher 


nor. 
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nor that the haughty Perfian declared to the Athenians , that if 
they defired to live in peace, they mu ft reeall Hippias. The The Athe- 
Athenians , highly irritated at the imperious behaviour of mans affift 
Artaphernes , to be revenged of the Perfians, fent 20 fhips to theism ans 
the affiftance of the cities of Ionia , which then revolted from agarnft the 
Darius. The lonians , by the affiftance of the Athenians , did Perfians. 
many great exploits, and amongtt the reft facked and burned 
Sardis, which made fo deep an impreffion on the Perfian king, 
that he refolved to march in perfon againft Athens. 

Darius having a few years after reduced the lonians, fent he¬ 
ralds to all the ftates of Greece , to demand earth and water of 
them, as tokens of fubmiffion. Many of the ftates, out of fear 
of the mighty power of Darius , fubmitted ; but the Athenians 
threw the Perfian heralds into a deep ditch, and defired them to 
take earth and water from thence. The Mginates being of the War be- 
number of thofe that fubmitted, the Athenians imagined that twixt th» 
they had only a£ted fo with a view to harrafs their coafts ; and Athenians 
accufing them to the Spartans , of treachery to the Greeks , Cleo- and Mgi - 
mines came to Mgina , and attempted to feize the perfons prin- nates. 
cipally concerned in making their fubmiffion to the Perfians. Bef. Ch. 

He was oppofed, however, and obliged to return without effedt- 493. 
ing his defign. Upon his arrival at Sparta , having depofed his 
colleague Demaratus , and caufed his own kinfman Leutychides, 
to be crowned in his ftead, he returned to As gin a with the new 
king, and having feized ten of the principal perfons of that 
jfland, delivered them as hoftages to the Athenians , for the peace¬ 
able behaviour of their countrymen. Cleomenes not long after 
killing himfelf in a phrenzy, the Spartans annulled all his ty¬ 
rannical adts, and delivered up Lcutychides to the Alginates , who 
only defired of him to accompany their ambaffadors to Athens, 
toaemand the liberty of their countrymen. The Athenians 
paying no regard to the folicitations of thefe ambafiadors, 
the Eginates , by way of reprifals, intercepted an Athenian 
galley that was going to Delphi , and had on board a great many 
perfons of diftindtion. This lofs irritating the Athenians , they 
entered into a treaty with Nicodromus , a perfon of great interell 
in Mgina, who having been formerly banifhed, now agreed to 
betray his country to the enemy. The Athenians fitted out a 
confiderable fleet, and folicited a reinforcement of (hips from the 
Corinthians : but their forces not arriving before Mgina till after 
the day prefixed, Nicodromus, who had too haftily declared 
himfelf, was obliged to fly. He and his aflbeiates obtained 
a fettlement on the coaft of Attica , oppofite to Mgina, and 
from thence committed continual piracies and depredations upon 
their countrymen. Herodotus does not mention the ifi'ue of the 
war. It is generally fuppofed that its continuance was fortu¬ 
nate for the Athenians, and for Greece in general, as it exercifed 
that people in maritime affairs, and taught them the ufe and 
confequence of a naval force. 

When the Greeks were informed of the defigns of the Per- The Per¬ 
sons againft them, they comoromifed all their differences, that fim war. 
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they might be the better able to refill the power of the great 
king. They had already been fortunately faved from an inva¬ 
sion, with which they were threatened by Mardonius , who 
having palled the Hellespont with a powerful army, had advanced 
fo far as Macedonia, but his fleer being Ihipwrecked, and his 
army furprifed by the Thracians , he was obliged to retire. Da¬ 
rias, however, refolving to purfue his defign, gave the command 
of a new army to Daiis and Artaphernes, who, failing with 
their troops from Samos, palled through the Cyclades to Eretria . 
The Eretrians hearing of the approach of the enemy, afked 
affiftance of the Athenians , who immediately ordered the 4000 
men they had left in Eubcsa to march to fuccour them. The 
citizens of Eretria, however, being divided by factions, the 
Athenians were warned not to truft themfelves in the city, which 
being foon after betrayed to the Perfians, was pillaged and 
burnt, becaufe they had fent five Ihips to the affiftance of the 
revolted lonians. The inhabitants were all fent captives to 
Perjia. 

The Athenians, now united with great zeal and earneftnefs, 
raifed, with the utmoft expedition, all the forces they were able, 
and yet they could not draw together above 9000 men; which 
being afterwards joined by ioco Plataans, were commanded by 
ten general officers, who had equal power. Among thefe ge¬ 
nerals were Miltiades, Arijlides, and Themijlocles, all men of 
diftinguilhed valour and great abilities. They likewife folicited 
the affiftance of the Lacedaemonians, who ordered their troops 
to be ready to march, but according to their fuperftitious cuf- 
tom, would not allow them to fet out till five days after, which 
The Per- was the full of the moon. The Pcrjians, in the mean time, 
fans are were conducted by Hippias to the plains of Marathon, as the 
conducted moll convenient place for their numerous forces to a£t in, their 
by Hippius army being upwards of 100,000 men, according to the moft 
to Mara- moderate account. T he Athenians with amazing confidence 
then. marched againft them with only 9000 men, and at Marathon 

were joined by icoo Plataans ; that final! city now exerting it- 
fielf, in return for the protection it had received fome time be¬ 
fore from the Athenians againft the Boeotians. The chief com¬ 
mand being unanimoufly conferred on Miltiades , he prevailed 
on Calimachus, the Polemarch , whofe voice, by the Athenian 
laws, was decifive, to agree to attack the enemy without delay. 
Though the other generals had followed the example of Arjjli- 
des , and refigned their right of commanding by turns to Mil- 
pades, he, however, deferred the engagement for a few days, 
till it was his own turn to command, to give no room for dispu¬ 
ting his authority during the a&ion. That day being arrived, 
he refolved not to wait for the Lacedcemonian fuccours, but draw¬ 
ing up his forces in order of battle, and placing his chief ftrength 
in the wings, advanced towards the enemy, who were drawr 
up at the diftance of a mile. The ufual facrifices being offered, 
the Athenians ran with fpeed towards the enemy, and when they 
came up with them, charged them with fuch intrepidity aw 

ardour 
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ardour, efpecially on the right and left, that the barbarians 
re forced to fly on both fides. The center of the Athenian 
line was indeed broke by the enemy, but they being foon after 
enclofed by the vi&orious wings, were alfo routed. The inva- They are 
ders now fled with precipitation to their fleet, whither they were defeated 
purfued by the Athenians , who took feven of their {hips, and by the 
burnt a great many others. Miltiades, perceiving that the Per - Athenians, 
n an fleet failed fouthwards, with the intention of doubling the 
cape of Sunum and furprifing Athens , left Arijiides , with 1000 
men, to guard the prifoners and the fpoil, and marched with 
fuch difpatch with the reft, that he arrived time enough to 
prevent the barbarians from attempting a defcent. They, fee¬ 
ing all their endeavours fruftratea, returned with difgrace to 
ha. In this moft celebrated a&ion, Herodotus tells us, there 
fell of the Athenians only 192 men, and of the Perftans 6000, 
befides thofe who perifhed in the fea, and were burnt in the 
{hips. Both Herodotus and Thucydides are ftlent as to the fate of 
Hippias ; who, according to Suidas, retired to Lemnos , where, 
by a grievous malady, he loft his fight, and at laft died a mife- 
rable and painful death. JuJlin, and other authors, however, Hippias 
fay that he was killed in the a£tion* (h). Arijiides, to whom flain.^ 
the care of the prifoners and booty was committed, difcharged The inte¬ 
rim truft repofed in him with the greateft integrity. However, grity of 
notwithftanding his vigilance and ftridt orders, fome there were Arijiides . 
who enriched themfelves by private plunder, particularly Callias 
the torch-bearer, a coufin-german of Arijiides. The torch- 
bearers were perfons dedicated to the fervice of the gods, and 
their office being looked upon as facred, they wore a fillet about 
their head. A Perjian prifoner, feeing Callias with flowing hair 
and a fillet about his head, miftook him for a king, and falling 
down at his feet, difcovered to him a vaft quantity of gold, hid 
in a well. Callias not only feized the gold, and applied it to his 
own private ufe, but moft inhumanly put to death the poor 
man who fhewed it him; by which aftion he not only blemifhed 
his own reputation, but tranfmitted infamy to his pofterity, who 
notwithftanding their eminency in the ftate, were ftiled by the 
comic poets, Laccopluti , that is, enriched by the vjell f. The Honours 
Athenians , in token of refpeift for their countrymen and friends paid to 
who had fallen in the engagement, eredled for them public mo- thofe who 
numents in the field of battle, with fuitable infcriptions, which were flain 

contained their names and the names of their tribes and fami- inthebat- 
_ tie. 

* Herod. 1 . vi. Juflin. 1 . ii. Val. Max. 1 . v. Thucyd. 1 . vii. Plut. 
in vit. Arid. Corn. Nepos. + Plut. in vit. Milt. 

(h) Hippias had two wives, the rinns. One of his fons was named 
hx%.Myr> bine, the daughter of Cal- Pijijlratus , and he had a daughter 
lias, by whom he had five chil- named Archidice , who was mar-f 
dren; the fecond an extraordinary ried to the fon of the prince of 
beauty, and daughter of one Cha~ Lampjacus . 
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lies. Thdy likewife caufed this battle to be painted in the P 
c'tlian portico j Miltiades, who held the firft place, and 


e- 

the 


All the 

Flat/tans 


other nine generals, being reprefented at the head of the Me- 
mans and Platceans. In the nrft tranfports of their joy, thev 
granted all th q Plataans the freedom of their city; and'asfor 
made free Miltiades , Ari/iides , and Themijioctes , they were for the prefent 
©f Athens, treated with all the marks of gratitude they could wifli, though 

in their turns we fhall fee each of them flighted, profecuted 
and condemned. 

Miltiades , while the popular favour continued, defiredand 
obtained the command of a fleet of 70 {hips, in order to punift 
and fubdue the iflands that had favoured the barbarians. H e 
’Miltiades accordingly reduced fome iflands, but having had ill fuccefs on 
unfuccefs- the iflana of Paros^ and having upon a falfe report of the arrival 

mies fleet, raifed the fiege of the capital of the ifland 

lgeroufly hurt; he was, upon his return 
pedition. to Athens , accufed by Xanthippus, for deceiving the Athenian x, 

as Herodotus fays. According to Cornelius Nepos , he was im¬ 
peached of treafon; but according to JuJlin , of embezzling 
the public money. Miltiades , being then confined to his bed 
by his wound, his brother Tifagoras fpoke for him, and repre¬ 
fented to the people the great fervices he had done to the public. 
The accufation of Xanthippus, however, prevailed with the 
people, who fined Miltiades 30 talents, which was the whole 
He is fined expence of the Parian expedition. As he was unable to pay 
and dies this great fum, they put him into prifon, where he died of the 
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in jail. 


wound he had received a t Paros . Cimon, the fon of Miltiades , 
purchafed the permiflion of burying his father’s body, by pay¬ 
ing the fine in which he had been condemned; which fum he 
raifed by the affiftance of h is friends and relations, continuing 
in prifon himfelf till the money was paid. Cornelius Nepos , 
who in his account of this great man, confounds him with his 
randfather of the fame name, obferves, that what chiefly in- 
uced the Athenians to a& in this manner, with regard to him, 
was only his merit and great reputation, which made the people, 
who had but lately been delivered from the yoke of PiJjJlratus , 
apprehend that Miltiades , who had been tyrant before in the 
Cherfoncfe , might attempt the fame at Athens. 

The Athenians now releafed from all apprehenfions of foreign 



war, fell, as ufual, into domeftic 


1 ail ap 
diflenfi 


10ns, their fa&ions re¬ 


viving on the old fubjedb, whether the fupreme authority ftiould 
be vefted in the people, or whether the ftate fliould be governed 
only by the moft worthy. Ari/iides was at the head of one 
The cha- party, and Thcmijlocles was chief of the other. Plutarch tells 
rafters of us, that thefe two chiefs, when they were boys together, were 
AAJiiies always at variance, not only in ferious matters, but even in 
and The- their fports and plays. It could not indeed be well otherwife, 
mi docks. for AriJHdes , he fays, was firm and flready in his behaviour, im¬ 
moveable in every thing that appeared juft, and incapable of 
ufing the leafl: falfhood, flattery, or deceit, even in j eft; whereas 

Tbemijhcles was of an impetuous nature, full of fpirit, com- 

plaifant, 
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olaifant, fubtle, and in fine, one who could put on any appear¬ 
ance to carry his point. His fchoolmafter pronounced thus of 
him, Boy, thou wilt never prove an ordinary perfon, but fome 
time or other will become either a mighty blefiing, or an out¬ 
rageous curfe to thy country. Arijlides, by ftudying the laws of 
hcurgus, became a favourer of ariftocracy; and Themijlocles, 
rather out of fpleen to him than from any other motive, favoured 
exceedingly the caufe of the people. 

ltmuft be owned that both of them fincerely loved their 
country, and were afhamed and forry for the injuries they did to 
the public, in confequence of their mutual animofities. Arif- 
tides, apprehenfive left Themijlocles fhould get too great an 
afcendant with the people, fometimes oppofed his defigns, even 
when they were juft and beneficial to the public. Having one 
day prevailed with the people to reject fome ufeful propofal 
made by his antagonift, he was fo much affe&ed with what he 
had done, that he cried out aloud as he went out of the aflembly. 

That the Athenians would, never profper till they threw them both 
into the Barathrum. The Barathrum was a pit into which ma¬ 
lefactors condemned to die were thrown. The general conduct 
of Arif ides was by far the moft laudable ; and he piqued himfelf 
fo much upon adding ftriClly according to the rules of equity, 
that he acquired the firname of Jijfl, and was looked upon as 
the moft worthy and virtuous of the Athenians . Themijlocles , 
however, obferving the high reputation of his rival, artfully 
contrived to raife the popular refentment againft him, on ac¬ 
count of his very virtues. He caufed it to be whifpered about 
that Arif ides, having affirmed the name of Jujl, and afting fre¬ 
quently as an umpire between contending parties, had infenfibly 
erefted a monarchy, though without pomp or guards; for what Them'fo- 
mftitutes a tyrant (faid the agents of ’Themijlocles) but giving des pro- 
laws. Having thus inflamed the people, he prevailed upon them cures the 
tobanifh Arif ides by the oftracifm. This kind of punifhment banifh- 
was fo called from a Greek word, fignifying a (hell, becaufe the m ent of 
citizens who gave their votes, wrote the name of the perfon Arif ides* 
they would have banifhed, upon fhells or pieces of tiles, which 
were thrown together in the forum. By this law, men, emi¬ 
nent to fuch a degree as to threaten the ftate with danger, were 
banifhed for ten years. This exile, however, Plutarch fays, 
was looked upon, not as a punifhment for a crime, but as a kind 
of honourable retirement; the banifhed perfon having free leave, 
during his abfence, to make what ufe he pleafed of his eftate. 

The author of this extraordinary law is not known; but how¬ 
ever uncertain is the time of its taking place, whether under 
Hippias, Clyflhenes , Pifjlratus , or Thefcus , there is no difpute 
that it ended in the banifhment of Hyperbolus. Arijlotle feems 
to aferibe this pra£Hce to all the democracies of his time; and 
we are allured by various authors, that the Argives, Milefians, 

Megarenftans , and Syracufans, had the fame law among them, 
though under different titles. The banifhed perfon was obli¬ 
ged to quit the Athenian territories within eleven days j but if 
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the number of fhells were Iefs than 6ooo, the vote did not take 
place*. When the Athenians were crowding with their fhelh 
to the forum, a clown who could neither write nor read, a d- 
drefled himfelf to Arijlides , and deli red him to write the name 
of Arijlides upon his fhell; “ Has he done you any wrong 
faid Arijlides , that you are for condemning him in this man¬ 
ner?” “ No, replied the other, I don’t fo much as knnui 
tc him, but I am 

CC 


cc 

cc 


call 


am quite urea ana angry wicn nearing 
JtJl . Arijlides calmly took the fhell 


giftrates fignified 


wrote 


him that the vote againft him had taken place, he retired modeftly 
out of the forum, and as he went out, lifted up his eyes to hea¬ 
ven and faid, 1 befeech ye, gods , that the Athenians may never fa 
that day which JhalL force them to remember Ariftides. 

Themijlocles being now without a rival, had great 
with the people. As the war was renewed with the 


Mnn, 


The war who greatly diltreiled the Athenians by their fuperiority 


wi?f>. T .i'e 

AH ' ■ h ■ -* 
renewed. 


ping, and as it was fufpedled the Perfans intended another in- 
vafion of Greece , Phemiflocles^xcypoiA^ that the money produced 
by the filver mines, which the Athenians had hitherto divided 
among themfelves, Ihould be applied to the building of a fleet*. 
His propofal being complied with, icogallies were immediately 
put upon the flocks. This fudden increafe of the fleet of the 
Athenians , and their attention afterwards to maritime affairs, 
proved the means of preferving, not only Athens, but all Greece, 
in the enjoyment of its liberties. 

The Per- Soon after, the Athenians , being alarmed with the news of 

. i . • r tt** r i il* 


fans again 
refolve to 


Xerxes 

to be built. Their apprehenfions of a Perfian invafion foon 


invade peared to be juft, for meflengers arrived at Athens from Xerxes, 


Greece. demanding earth and water, in token of fubjedtion. 


ill 


t J * m* 

cles prevailed with the Athenians , to put the interpreter of thefe 
meflengers to death, for prefuming to publifh the decrees of 
the king of Perfia in the language of the Greeks. He caufed 
another perfon, who had received large fums from the king of 


rjia, and endeai 
nanifhed Attica 


of Chi lens, the Arcadian , he engaged the feveral ftates of Greece 
to lay afide their quarrels, and provide for their common 
defence. 

When it came to be debated, who fhould be appointed gene- 


Ep 




Thenijle- notorious for his avarice and want of courage, folicited that 
chofen ge- employment. Themijhcles , feeing the danger of his country, 
neral of ftrained his own circumftances and bought him off*, and was 
the Atbe~ then unanimoufly chofen general himfelf. 


mans 


* Plut. in vit. Arift. and Themiff. Corn. Nepos. 
1 . xiii. Arift. Polit. 1 . iii. Scholiaft, Ariftoph. ad Eqwit. 


Suidas. ^Tlian. 
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News in the mean time arriving, that the Perjians were en¬ 
tering Europe by the Hellefpont, Themijlocles in vain endeavoured 
: perfuade the Athenians to go on board their fleet, and oppofe 
the enemy as foon as poffible. Soon after, however, they agreed 
to march by land, to defend the pafs of mount Oeta, in The/- The Per- 
f a h ■ but advice arriving that the Perftans were matters of The] - fi ans ar - 
J rl ’ a nd Beeotia ’, and had forced the {freights of Thermopylae r ive at 
they returned to Athens. Having in this diftrefs confulted the 5 Thjfaly. 
oracle of Delphi , the Pythonefs anfwered, That there would be 
no way of faving the city but by walls of wood. The Athenians 
were mightily divided about the true fenfe and meaning of this 
anfwer. Many were of opinion, that by walls of wood the 
citadel was t© be underftood, becaufe it had formerly been pali- 
fadoed. Others affirmed that it could intend nothing but (hips, 
and therefore advifed their countrymen to place all their hopes 
in their fleet. Themijlocles , who was of this opinion, demon-Th zAthe* 
ftrated by many arguments, that this was the true fenfe of the n iam re¬ 
oracle, and at length all difcreet people declared for following folve to 
his advice. To prevail with the fuperftitious, he bribed the abandon 
prieftefs of Minerva , who gave out, that the offerings fet be- their city, 
fore the facred dragon were found untouched, and at laft that 
he had difappeared, fo that without doubt, the goddefs had quit¬ 
ted the city, and taken her flight before them to the fea.. All 
degrees of people were now ardent for embarking; Themijlocles 
having not only perfuaded them to do what he conceived was ex¬ 
pedient for their fafety, but even infufed into them the fame 
fpirit with which he himfelf a<fted. When they began to pre¬ 
pare for this extraordinary embarkation, they had recourfe to 
the council of the Areopagus , who from funds to us unknown, 
diftributed eight drachms to every man who went on board. 

More money, however, being needed, Themijlocles gave out, 
that fomebody had ftolen from the ftatue of Minerva thelhield, 
whereon the head of Medufa was engraven; and under pretence 
of fearching for it, as he was authorized by the people, he took 
away all the money he could lay his hands on, and applied it to 
the ufe of the public. The lofs of Arijlides being now_ felt by 
the Athenians , they, by the advice of Themijlocles , pafied a de¬ 
cree to recall home all their people that were in banifliment. 

Arif ides upon his return, was fo far from fecretly thwarting his 
antient rival, that he zealoufly contributed to the fuccefs of his 
enterprifes, and to the advancement of his glory. 

Before the general embarkation of the Athenians , Themijlocles CO{V 
had failed with 107 Athenian veffels, and joined the confederate f et j erate 
fleet at Artcmiftum , under the command of Enrybiadcs the Spar- ^ eet at _ 
ten j who, obferving the whole oppofite coaft at Apheie covered tac j- s t u at 
with the enemies {hips, propofed to fail back to the Pcloponnefc. t ] ie 
The Eubaans not being able to prevail with him to ftay till they p 9r c anSt 
could carry off their wives and children, add retted themfelves 
to Themijlocles , and made him a prefent of 30 talents. Themif- 
ticles taking the money, bribed Eurybiades with five talents, and 
fatisfied the Corinthian commander, who had alfo propofed to 

weigh 

8 
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weigh anchor, with three talents, keeping the other 22 to him,’ 
felf. Eurybiades accordingly confenting to remain, they f 00j ^ 
after had feveral fuccefsful encounters with the enemy’s fleet 
and at length came to a general engagement, in which, though 
neither party could claim the vi&ory, the confederates, how¬ 
ever, found themfelves a full match for their powerful invaders. 
The Athe- The Grecian fleet having fuffered confiderably, left Artemi Him 

« * a t 11 • n 1 • . J 


leave 
their city, 
which is 
plundered 
and burnt 
by the 

Perjians. 


and failed round to Athens ; and having aflifted in carrying off 
the inhabitants of that city to the neighbouring iflands of Salmis 
and JEgina , they took their ftation at Salamis. The Perfmn 
army in the mean time entering Attica , put all to fire and fword' 
they pillaged and burnt the city of Athens , and having taken 
the citadel by ftorm, put to death the few Athenians who had 
fortified themfelves in it, according to their interpretation of 
the oracle. Being great enemies to idolatry, they vented their 
rage wherever they came againft the idols, altars, and temples 
of the Greeks. The Grecian fleet hearing of the fate of Athens. 
and perhaps feeing the flames of the city from their ftation, 
were ftruck with the greateft conftrernation. A council was im¬ 
mediately held, to confult whether or not they Ihould retire to 


Peloponnefe 


luit wnetner or not tney 
ijlocles exerting himfelf 


nit the propolal tor retiring, 
ife up before the rejl at the Ol 


Eurybiades faid to him, Such 


ympic games are la 


he wifely anfwered, That they who are left 


a(h< 

fir 


To this 

<1 

are never 


croivned. Eurybiades 


this, lifting up his batoon, as if he 
Themijloclcs lteadily faid. Strike if you 


•will , but hear me ; upon which Eurybiades laid down his ftaff, 
and patiently attended to his difcourfe. He at length fo clearly 
demonftrated to the aflembly, and to the general in particular, 
that it would be madnefs to think of fighting any where but 
where they were, that the wifeft of the Grecian captains con¬ 
curred with him. A few days after, however, the Peloponne - 


fans being anxious to fail to the defence of their own country, 
abfolutely refolved to depart. Themifocles perceiving they were 
fixed in their refolution, which, if purfued, would be the ruin 
of the common caufe, took fuch meafures, that they were for¬ 
ced to ftay. He privately informed the enemy, by a trufty 


meflenger, that the Grecians had determined to difperfe, ana 
advifed the Pei fans , as a friend to their caufe, to feize the prefent 
opportunity of attacking the confederates. This mefiage had 
its defired effect, and the Per fans accordingly advanced to hem 
in the Greeks , and prevent them from efcaping, which was fir ft 
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known to Arif ides, who had come i: 
na through part of their fleet. This 
mi (lodes out from the council, whicl 


mgn 

Ath 


calling Tk 


told him what he had feen, and generoufly propofed that they 
themfelves fhould lay afide the vain and childifh contention, 


that had hitherto fu 


lay 

baft 


afide the vain and childifh content 
ed between them. Themifocles moft 


dily agreed to his propofal, and introduced him to the council; 

but the greateft part of the officers gave no credit to his report, 

till a Tenian fhip, which deferred from the enemy, came and 

difeo- 
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s truth. By this (hip and anothe 
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jnerly deferted from the enemy at Aphete , the Grecian fleet was 
jncreafed to 380 fail, but that of tne enemy confifted of 2000 

velTels and upwards. The Greeks, however, notwithftanding The Per 
their great inferiority of number, gained a moft complete vie- r ian fj ee , 

tory, and with the lofs of only 40 of their own (hips, deftroyed totally 
200 of the enemy’s veflels, and took a great many others. The routed a 
viftory was attributed chiefly to the bravery and conduct of the Salami* 
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'.mates and Athenians. During 
-Dels in the enemy’s fleet, declai 


Xerxes 


Perfu 


480 


The PerfL 


the lofs of this battle, were greatly alarmed, as their army could 
no longer receive any afliftance from their fleet, which was not 
now in a condition to face that of the Greeks. Xerxes having Xerxet 


abandon 


Hellefpont 


to defend the bridge that Ke had thrown over it, and he himfelf the Helle- 


M 


The Greeks , upon being inform- fpont 


ed of the flight of the enemy, failed after them, but not being 
able to come up with them, they flopped at Andros , and be- 


fhould 


< Themiflocles 


would be very 


Herodotus , by 


Arift 
r Eu 


Hellefpont 


the 


who 


fhut the Per fans into Europ 


which would render them defperate, and force them to exert 
themfelves with vigour. Whether Themijlocles made this pro- 
pofal in earneft, we think may reafonably be doubted j for as a 
ftratagem to make Xerxes of his own accord abandon Greece, 
he fent to him as a friend, and advifed him to haflen his depar¬ 
ture, as the Greeks were propoflng to break down the bridge at 
the Hellefpont. At the fame time he advifed the Athenians to The Athe- 
give over the purfuit of the enemy, and to return and rebuild mans re- 
their city. While the forces were befieging Andros , Herodotus turn to 


'Themijlocles 


the neighbouring iflands, by threatning to bring the confederate 
fleet againft them and heinfmuates, diat he applied thoje fums 
to his own private ufe. 

The confederate fleet, not being able to reduce the Andrians , 
departed. to Caryjlus , and having ravaged that ifland, returned 
to Salamis. There in the firft place they fet apart the fpoil they 
intended to confecrate to the gods, and among other things 
three Phanician fhips. Having then parted the booty among 


fhips 


Delph 


'tl. '- UU1CS oign, noraing tne prow 

1 hey next failed to the IJlhmus , to coni 
nours upon the perfons who fhould be 
heft in the war. The commanders accor 
laid upon the altar of Neptune the nan 
judged deferved the firft and fecond places 


fhip 


Each 


his 
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his own name in the firft place, and the name of Themiftocles in 
the fecond, which was indeed giving him the preference to them 
Honours all. Themiftocles from the Iflhmus went to Lacedeemon , where 
paid to he was received with the greateft honour and refpeCt; and the 
Themifto- Spartans^ partial as they were to their own countrymen, after 
ties. decreeing the prize of valour to Eurybiades , afligned that of pm. 

dence to Themiftocles , and crowned him with a wreath of olive. 

They prefented him alfo with the moft magnificent chariot in 
Sparta , and at his return, he was attended to the borders of 
Tegea by 300 eminent Spartans , of the Equeftrian order, an 
honour never paid to any ftranger before. But what gave him 
the moft fenfible pleafure, were the public acclamations he re- 


Olympic 


As foon as he 


appeared, the whole affembly rofe up to do him honour. No¬ 
body regarded either the games or the combats, but all eyes 
were fixed upon him, and every one was eager to (hew him, 
and point him out with the hand to the Arrangers that did not 
know him. 


The Per - 

fians at¬ 
tempt to 
treat with 
the Athe¬ 
nians* 


Xerxes 


Afta , left 300,000 


Mardonius , who took up his winter quarters in TheJJalj 
Macedonia. The Athenians , by hazarding their all in the c 


liberty 


acquired a mighty reputation, not only among the Grecian 


Perfu 


Mardonius 


Macedon 


moft advantageous offers to the Athenians , if they would defert 
the general alliance, and agree to a peace with the Perfians. 
He offered to rebuild, at the king’s charges, their city, and 


demoliftied 


m 


Attica ; to fuffer them to live according to their own laws; to 
reinftate them in all their former poffeflions ; and to add to them 
whatever other lands they fliould defire. The Lacedamonians , 


Macedon 


Mardoni us 


who were 


an 


Alexander. The king, after mentioning the terms offered by 
Xerxes , exhorted the Athenians , as being their antient friend, 
to lay hold on fo favourable an opportunity of refettling their 
affairs. 

The Lacedeemonian ambaffadors- next addrefled themfelves to 
the people, and entreated them earneftly not to defert the caufe 
of liberty, as the Greeks had been drawn into the war merely 
from their refpeCt to them. They promifed to give them all the 
afliftance in their power, and offered, in conjun&ion with their 
allies, to take care of their wives and children. The Athenian 
replied to Alexander , that as long as the fun and moon endured, 
they would never defert the caufe of Greece , nor forget the inju¬ 
ries done them by the Perfians . At the fame time they told the 
Lacedeemonian ambafladors, that they were forry they fhould 
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meanly 


pare 
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«are Intereft with glory. They would continue firm to their 

confederates, they faid, without being a burthen to them. 

Mardonius finding his offers rejected by the Athenians , march- Athens a 
ed with his army into Attica , wafted and. plundered the coun- f ec ond 
try and levelled even the ruins of ancient buildings. The t j me de- 
Itbemans being difappointed in their expectations of fuccours ftroyed. 
from their allies, were in no condition to oppofe the Perfians ; 
thev therefore again abandoned their city, which the enemy a 

1 "" 1 The confederate armv in the 


fecond time burnt and pillaged. 

mean time was affembling with the utmoft diligence at the 
Ijlbmus , under the command of Paufanias , king of Sparta , and 
Arif ides the Athenian. Mardonius on this news, marched back 

into Bantia, which h , 

followed thither by the Greeks , both parties came to a general The Pet 
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field 


'■A 


Mardonius was killed, and R, 


men. 


The fame .day that the battle of Plates a was fought in tma. 


Perfians were alfo defeated at Mycale 


the Grecian fleet,, under the command of Leutychides the Lace- 
dmonian , and Xanthippus the Athenian. In this battle it is 
univerfally allowed, that the Athenians behaved better than any 
of the reft of the Greeks. Having boldly attacked and routed 
the troops that were entrenched on the coaft, they burnt the 
Perftan fleet, which had been drawn on fhore, and having plun¬ 
dered the country, embarked with an immenfe booty, and failed 
to Samos. 


479 


The lonians having now openly revolted from the Perfiansj The At he * 
the Greeks at Samos deliberated, whether they fhould not leave n : ans 0p _ 
Ionia to the barbarians, and tranfport the lonians into Greece , p 0 f e t ] ie 
and fettle them in the territories of fuch Greek ftates as had tr an fp 0 rt- 
ftded with the Perfians. Though the propofal at firft feemed : n(r t h e 


the At 


m 


to confent to it j being apprehenfive that the lonians would then t0 Q reece ' t 
rival them in trade, or at leaft throw off that obedience and re- 
fpeft which hitherto they had paid Athens , as their mother 


the propofal, promifed 
fhould have occafion for from 



city and conftant protect refs. 

The confederates, therefore 
the lonians fuch afliftance as tl 
time to time. The fleet then 1 , 

mnians returned home; but the Athenians and the lonians ftaid 
forfome time at the Hellefipontj and landing in the Thracian 


Cherfoncfie , befieged Sell 


w ' ^ r 

Perfu 


▼ w " V* J 

ArtaySl, 


, _ . The 

Perfians , who under the .command of 
iade a molt obftinate defence. The 


rent parties; but the Molians 
to the Athenians , 

M _ mi 


poff 


diately purfued the enemy. Oibazus and his party were over- Athenians , 
taken by the Thracians , who having killed a great many of them, 
took the reft prifoners, and afterwards facrificed them. The 
Athenians overtook Artaycles , and having routed his party, 

Vol. II. Y took 
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ft 

took him and his fon prifoners. They afterwards impaled him 
and ftoned his fon, becaufe he had facrilegioufly robbed the 
tomb of Protefilaus , at Elens, in the Cberfonefe*. Winter now 
approaching, the Athenians and the other Greeks returned home 
loaded with immenfe booty, carrying with them alfo the ma¬ 
terials cf the bridges of Xerxes , to be confecrated in their 
temple. 

The Athenians being now under no more apprehenfions from 

mam re- the Per flans, brought back all their families into Attica , and 
build their began to think of rebuilding their city, not only with the ut- 

moft expedition, but all'o with fome degree of magnificence. 
The people were more elate than ever, and upon refettlinj 
their affairs, were refolved to preferve that freedom uninvaded 
by citizens, for which they had fo warmly contended againft 
ftrangers. Themiftocles , who was always for a popular govern¬ 
ment, fupported the pretenflons of the people, and Arifuks 
thoroughly convinced that it would be better to grant them 
what they fo much defined, than by an oppofition to hazard 
new difturbances, propofed that every citizen fhould have an 
equal right to the government, and that the archons fhould be 
chofen out of the body of the people 

• *| 4 It 1 -1 • A 

tribes. 


cuy 


Phemiflo- 


without diftin&ion of 

All ranks of people acquiefced in this propofal *. 
Themijloclcs propofed alfo at this time, that Athens fhould be 
c es pro- inftantly fortified in the beft manner poffible, to prevent fuch 
poles the m j s f 0 rtunes, as they had lately fuftained from the fudden inva- 
torti lying fj on 0 f the Per fans. The Lacedemonians , as foon as they re¬ 
el Athens. ce i ve( j this news, v/ere exceedingly alarmed. Having hitherto 

been confidered as the principal people of Greece , they v/ere 
. jealous of a rival; and fearing that the Athenians , who were 

now very powerful at fea, fhould increafe their ftrength by land, 
they might in time take upon them to deprive Sparta of that 
authority and pre-eminence, which it had hitherto exercifed 
over the reft of Greece , they feat an cmbafTy to the Athenians, 
The Spar- to diffuade them from their undertaking. The ambafladors 
tans re- reprefented, that the common intcreft required that there fhould 
monllrate b e no fortified city out of the Pclopohnefe , left in a future inva- 
againft it. ft on jt fhould be pofiefled by the enemy. The Athenians, not 

having any regard to thefe rcmonftrances, the ambafladors then 
threatned to force them to comply with the delire of the Spar¬ 
tans. Pkcmijhcles advifed his countrymen to make ufc of cun¬ 
ning againft thefe pretended friends, and to anfwer that they 
would, by an embafly, fatisfy the Spartans concerning their 
proceedings. By his own defire, Themijiocles was nominated 
one of the ambaliadors. Having advifed the fenate to fend his 
They are collegues after him one by one, in order to gain time for carry- 
deceived ; n g on the work; he fet out for Sparta , but put ofF from time 
by Them f- to time receiving an audience, on pretence that he waited for 
tocles. ^e arrival of his collegues. Meanwhile, the work was car- 
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r ied on at Athens with the utmoft induftry and vigour; women, 
children, Grangers, fertfants, and citizens, all working night 


fparing neither houfes 
fliort fpace the walls were almoft finifhed 


The 


Spartans, who were informed what was doing at Athens , made 
loud cpmplaints to Themijlocles j but he pofitively afliired them 
that die information was falfe, and defired them to fend depu¬ 
ties again to Athens to enquire into the fad'. At the fame time 
hefecretly advifed the Athenians to detain thefe deputies, till he 
nd his collegues were returned from their embafiy. After his 
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2 


mbaflador 


The Pv- 


- .. -< ' 

the whole tranfadion. The Spart 
lembled their refentment, and the 
turned to their refpedive cities. 

The following year, which was thelaft of the 75th olympiad, 

Mimanthus being archon, Tbemijhcles advifed the people to 
make the Pyrcsum the port of Athens , which was much larger , 
and more commodious than that of Phalerum , and would be a made the 
great means of encreafing their wealth and raifing their power, port of 
He confidered that if the Athenians were once mailers of the .7.7 a ?:/. 

fea, not only the Icnians , but all the iflanders, would then. 

attach themfelves to them rather than to the Spartans. Thefe 
reflexions, however, he kept fecret, left the ‘jealoufy of the 
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Spartans fhould 


fufpicions. 


he fent ambafladors to Sparta , to infmuate how fit it would be 
for the Greeks to have tome great port, where a fleet might al- 


ys continue in fafety 
fans. He then appi 


care and diligence, that the place was in a pofture of defenc 
and the work almoft finiflied, before it was well known 
Sparta what the Athenians were about. He did not chufc to 


at 


make the haven a part of the city, left the failors, who are sro 
• nerally difiolute, fliould, by mixing with the citizens, intro¬ 
duce a corruption of manners; but he united it to the city by 
two long walls, which fecured the communication. 

Plutarch tells us, that foon after he formed another fcheme 
for aggrandizing the Athenians , though at the expence of his 
owni reputation 5 for had he an hundred times the merit aferibed 
to him, this fingle action would be fufficient to fully ail his 
glory. When the Grecian fleet, he fays, was arrived at Pe^a<h 
a town of Magnefta , where it wintered, Themiftocles madman 
oration to his countrymen, and told them, that'he had it in his 
mind to do fomething which would prove of infinite confequence 
to Athens ; but that his fcheme was of 1'uch a nature, that he 
could not communicate it to the aflembly. Upon this the Athci 
mans directed him to communicate it to Arijft‘ 1 *' r...u r —1 

cafe he approved it, to put it in pradlicc. 
told Arijlides ’ * * " * 

cian fleet. whirn wnnm iphvp stUir.tic *•/**.-. «.l^ r _ .1 • r 

Arif - 

e, that what Themiftocles propofed 
igeous tiling tnat could happen to 

Y 2 them 
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Accordingly, he 
to burn the reft of the Grc- 


tides 

Was 


t, which would leave Athens miftrefs of the ft 
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them, but at the fame time it was the raoft unjuft, they directly- 
ordered Themi/iocles to think no more of it. _ Y 

The fove- The Greeks continuing the war all this time againft the Per- 
reignty ofjians, the Athenians fitted out a fleet, under the command of 
the fea. Arijiides and Cimon , the Ion of Miltiades ; but the chief com- 
transferr- mand of the united fleet was conferred on Paufanjas the Lace- 
ed to the dtvmoniav.. They firft directed their courfe to the ifle of Cyprus 
Athenians, where they reftored all the cities to their liberty, and failing 

from thence to the Hellefpont , reduced Byzantium , in which 
city they took feveral prifoners of eminent note, and fomenear¬ 
ly related to Xerxes himfelf. Paufanias , however, engaging in 
a treafonable correfpondence with Xerxes , fet all his prifoners at 
liberty, and pretended they had made their efcape. At the fame 
time he treated the allies with an infufferable rudenefs and info- 
lence; never fpoke to the officers but in a harfh and arrogant 
manner, and required extraordinary honours to be paid him. 
As for the private men, under colour of preferving difeipline, 
he treated them as if they had been all flaves; making them, for 
the fmalleft offences, ftand with an anchor bound down on their 
(houlders, fo that it almoft funk them into the earth. On the 
other hand, the courteous, affable, and obliging deportment of 
Arijiides and Cimon , attracted the hearts of both captains and 
foldiers, and exceedingly encreafed their averfion to Paufanias. 
At laft this general difiatisfaclion publickly broke out, and all 
the allies deferted him, and put themfelves under the command 
and protection of the Athenians . 

Arijiides The cities and ftates of Greece had hitherto raifed occafionally 
taxes all feveral fums of money, for defraying the expence of the war 
Greece by againft the barbarians. Being now convinced that it was ne- 
common ceflhry for them to be always on their guard, they propofed to 
confent. eftablifh a ftanding fund, to be fupplied by a general tax. Arif 

tides was appointed by all the Greeks to have the fuperintendance 
of this fund, and to fix the rates of the different ftates ; and he 


executed his commiffion in fuch a manner, that this taxation was 


of G 


The grofs 


- j ^ o 

of this tax was 4O0 talents. 

. When he had finifhed this bufinefs, he fettled the feveral ar¬ 
ticles of their grand alliance, and made all the confederates 
iwear to the cbfervation of them, he himfelf taking the oath 

in the name of the Athenians ; throwing at the fame time pieces 

of red hot iron into the fea, and pronouncing curfes againft all 
fitch as fhould violate any article of the alliance they fwore to. 
Afterwards, when neceffity compelled the Athenians to aft a 
little againft the letter of that treaty, Arijiides advifed them to 
transfer the curfes on him. Themijiocles , who was not pleafed 
with the encomiums he flowed on his rival, in order to lenenhis 


reputation, faid in a public affembly, that the praifes bellowed 
on Arijiides , were not praifes worthy of a man, but of a money- 
cheft, which fafely keeps what is depofited therein. This low 

fueer was nartlv in refentment of an obfervation of Arift'des. 


ijhcUs laying, that he thought it the greateft 


a gene- 
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3 general to be able to penetrate the defigns of his enemy, 

Jri/lides replied, that it was indeed a molt neceflary qualifica¬ 
tion, but that there was another equally illuftrious, which was, 
to have (lean bands , and not to be a flame to money . 

Though the Lacedamonians , when they loft the fupreme 
command of the fleet, affected great moderation, and leemed 
without regret to renounce the luperiority, yet they began in a 
fhort time to look on this change as a mighty diminution of 
their authority. Their anger, however, being moderated by 
the wifdom of fome of their citizens, they laid afide all thoughts 
of war; but foon after turned their refentment againft Themijlo- 
cks, who was very guilty in their eyes,, for having fo greatly Phemljia- 
contributed to the aggrandizing of their rival ftate. By their c les ba- 
intrigues at Athens , they had fo far prevailed, as to perfuade the nifhed out 
Athenians to banifh him by the oftracifm. But being bent upon of Athens. 
ruining him entirely, they accufed him of having confpired 
with their king, Paufanias , to betray the caufe of Greece. 

Upon examination, it did indeed appear, that Paufanias had 
diicovered his intrigues to Tbemi/locles , but it appeared likewife, 
that jX hemjloclcs did all in his power to divert him from them. 

Though he was acquitted of this accufation with honour, yet 
the general clamour being raifed againft him by thofe citizens 
who envied him, and by the fecret artifices of the Laccdatmo - 
mans , he was obliged to fly from one place to another, and at and driven 
laft to take fhelter in the court of Admetus , king of the Molof- out of 
fwns. This king, however, being threatned by the Spartans Greece. 
with a general war of the confederate Greeks , furnifhed The- 
mifiocles with money to make his efcape into Afia. As Artax- 
erxes had promifed 200 talents for apprehending him, it was 
dangerous for him to be feen in that country. He proceeded, 
however, to the Perfian court in fafety, by the contrivance of 
his friend Nicogines, the Molian , who provided for him a clofe 
litter, in which he travelled under the charadter of a Grecian 
lady. Having obtained an audience of the king, as a Greek He retires 
ftranger, he declared who he was, and begged his protection, to the 
All authors agree that Artaxerxes received him with great kind- Perfian 
nefs; and, according to Plutarch , he was fo well pleafed with court, and 
him, that the night of his audience he cried out thrice in his j s kindly 
fleep, I have Themiftocles the Athenian. The next morning received 
the king again fent for him, and as foon as the firft compliments by Artax - 
were over, faid, I am in your debt zoo talents^ for fo ?nuch I pro- erxeSt 
mifed to him zvho brought Themiftocles. Having obtained a year 
to learn the Perfian language, at the end of that time he appear¬ 
ed at court, and foon became a greater favourite with Artaxerxes 
than any of the native Perfians. He was alfo in high favour with 
the queen mother, and became a convert to the Perfian religion, 
in which he was inftrudled by the magi. The cities of JlAag- 
ncfioy Myon , and Lampfacus , were bellowed upon him, and " 
having fixed his refidence at Magncfia , he there lived with all the 
fplendor of a Perfian grandee; inlomuch, that he faid one day 
at table to his children. We had been undone^ my little ones , if we 

Y 3 had 
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had not been undone. He died at the age of 66 years, and fome 
reported that he had poifoned himfelf, upon finding it impoffiblp 

— ' - 1 ’ ’ the king, Hewashonour. 


mplifh what 


efh 


this great man *. 


mans con¬ 
tinue their 

hoftilities 
again it 


command, were privately carried back into Attica, and buried 
there. His large eftate, and the great privileges he enjoyed, defcend- 
ed to his pofterity; infomuch, tha t Plutarch fays, he knew one of 
them, whole name was alfo fbcmiftocles , who lived at Magnefui 
in full pohellion of them, above 500 years after the death of 

1 • •!*. 

fhment of Themijlocles , the popular party in 
Athens carried all things before them. Arijhdes alone, when 
things came to extremity, fbewed himfelf more a friend to virtue, 
than an enemy to Themt/locles. He refufed to join in profecut- 
ing him capitally, and was fo far from infultinghim in his mif- 
fortuncs, that lie fpokc of him with greater refpedt than ever. 
No peace was yet concluded with the Perftans , the Greeks , and 
particularly the Athenians, finding great advantage in carrying 
on the war, as they were continually enriching themfelves at 


Th 


rfn 


the Per- their real intention was to aggrandize and enrich themfelves. 


fi 


In the latter end of the 77th olympiad, they equipped a fleet 
for the relief of fuch of the Grecian cities in 


§ 


r, as were un - 
ive the" chief command 
s abilities were fair and 


folid, yet lefs fo than his virtues. His father had diflinguilhed 
himfelf by the firmnefs of his courage, Thetnifocles by the 

bv his probitv. Chnon 


Arif ides 


an 


The great j n t hj s expedition Cimon took the city of Etot 
fuccefs or gfrymon , but with little advantage to the Athe 
Cimon a- Butts, who commanded in that city for the Pcrfu 

pau.il the 5-Vio find 1-mrnr himfplf. his pnrrifnn_ nr 


was equal to them all; his diftinguiftring perfections were, 
opennefs of temper, which made him above deceiving, and an 
indexible honefty. He had fpent his youth in fuch excelTes, as 
did him no honour, and prefaged no good, with regard to his 
future conduct. Having dropt his juvenile extravagancies, he 
attended to the excellent infiruefions of Arfides , who obferv- 
ing his integrity, took great pains to train him up to bufinefs, 
that his candour might ballance the craft of Thetnifocles . Jrij- 
iides fucceeded very happily j for Cimon alone, of all the Athe¬ 
nian generals, was always beloved and never fufpe&ed f. 

f -r °1 • 1-.* XV_ _ r r?T . - - iL- 


becaufe 


£ 

Pc pans. 

Eef. Ch. 

468. 


to the place, and burnt himfelf, his garrifon, and all the riches 
that were therein. Cimon , however, after revenging himfelf 
on the Thracians , who had afiifted the Perftans , fettled colonics 
in that neighbourhood. He afterwards reduced the ifland of 


Scyros, 


Thefc 


* Corn. Nep. in vit. Themift. Diod. Sic. I. ii. Plut. in vit. Themill 
Thucyd. 1 . i. f Plut. in vit. Cimon. Nepos in vit. ejufd. 
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nrp honourably interred at Athens. Having en'creafed his fleet 
tt ' C oo fail, he next fleered for the coaft of Carla , and having 
t0 p .formed great things there, he failed for Cyprus. He attacked 
C e i defeated the Perfum fleet at the mouth of the river Eury- 
,m j 5n and landing immediately after, totally routed their land 

A gaining in one day two important victories, equal to 
thofe of Salamis and Plat a a . He gamed in this expedition fuch He gains 

immenfe booty, that the Athenians were enabled to build fe- two great 
Jeral great works, for the ftrength and ornament of the city, viaories 
Clmon out of his own proportion of the fpoils, adorned the in one 
forum’with palm trees, and beautified the academy with de- day. 
lisrhtful walks and pleafant fountains. In his private capacity 
he lived with the greateft magnificence. He demolifhed the in- 
clofures about his grounds and gardens, and permitted every 
one to enter and take what fruits they pleafed. He hkwife kept 
an open table, to which both the rich and poor had free admif- 
fion When he went abroad, he v/as conftantly attended by a 
train of young gentlemen extremely well dreffed, with their 
pockets well furnifhed with money, which he diltributed to the 
indigent and diftrefled that he met with. By his generofity and 
bounty, however, he was far from courting popularity. On 
the contrary, he Tided always with the nobility, and oppofed 
openly fuch as fought to make their court to the people, by 

putting all things into their power. 

The affairs of the Athenians were now in fuch a profperous 
condition, that they would not fuffer any thing to be tranfafted 
to their prejudice without revenging it. The Perjians^ by the 
help of the Thracians , having made themfelves matters of the 
Cherfonefe, Clmon was.difpatched thither with only four fhips, 
but falling upon the enemy fuddenly, he took 13 of their gal- 
lies, and afterwards reduced all the Cberfoncfe under the Atbe- 

By^hkTprudence and forecafthe firmly eftabliflied the fuperio- The Athe- 
rity of the Athenians, making the other Greek ftates purcha feviam by 
themfelves matters at their own expence, and became m a man- his means 
ncr tributaries to Athens. Many of the Greek ftates being now become 
out of fear of the Perftans , interefted themfelves little in the moilpow- 
profecution of the war, and negleaed to furnifh their quota oferful at 
men and fhips. Mott of the Athenian generals were for com- f ea . 
polling theni literally to fulfil the terms of the treaty; but 
union contented himfelf with a fum ot money from them, m 
lieu of a galley compleatly manned. B)f this expedient he al- 


hardffiip 


Cherfovcji 


JLULun. Itaviuc -- - a 1 • 11 1 J 

cions, who had revolted from the Athenians , and by a law^made 

it capital for anv one to propofe an accommodation. Having 

defended themfelves for three years with great obftinacy, they 

were at length reduced to great diftrefs, when one He«etortdes 

prefented himfelf to the affembly, with a haltcx about his neck, 

and at the hazard of his life entreated them to lurrender. 1 hey 

Y 4. accord- 
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accordingly fubmitted, and pardoned him. Cimon then landed 
his troops on the oppofite ftiore of Thrace , feized on all the 

gold mines of thofe coafts, and fubdued every part of that coun¬ 
try as far as Macedonia , and fettled a flourifhing. colony at Am- 
Cimon lent phipdis. Meanwhile the Athenians, being foiicited by the In¬ 
to the af- cedemonians to affift them againft their flaves, who had revolted, 
fiftancc of and were affifted by the Mycenians , Cimon was foon after fent, 
the Lace- at the head of a great army, to the affiftance of Lacedesmon ; 
d'cmoni- which fervlce he very willingly and fuccefsfully performed. 
ans. Some time after, the Lacedemonians being engaged in thefiege 

of Ithome , again obtained fuccours of the Athenians , which 
marched thither under the command of Cimon ; but the Spartans 
finding themfelves fufficiently reinforced by their other allies, 
difmilfed the Athenian fuccours, as being either afraid of them, 
who after- or caring leaft to be obliged by them. This grievoufly offended 
wards dif- the people of Athens , who thenceforward not only hated the 
oblige the Lacedemonians, but all their own citizens, who were reputed 

Athenians . to be friends to that ftate. 


The Athenians 


Mvinates 


This 


-- j - - - - J 

Egyptians , who had revolted from the Perfu 


where, ended very unfortunately for the Athenians , their fleet 


State of 
the fac¬ 
tions in 
Athens. 


The 


Egypt 


tions, as to lay afide their ancient civil diffentions and parties. 
The popular faction were continually making efforts againft 
thofe fmall remains of power which were yet in the hands of 
the nobility, and had at their head two very great and famous 
men, Pericles and Ephialtes. The former of thefe was the fon 
his birth, of Xanthippus , who won the battle of Mycale. His mother was 


Pericles, 


&c. 


the Piftjl 


Cly/lhi 


Damon 


Anaxagoras, the former teaching him politics, and the latter 
natural philofophy and the art of fpeaking. He had great talents, 
and above al], an eloquence fuperior to that of any of his co¬ 
temporaries. It was fo nervous and elevated, that it procured 
him afterwards the furname of Olympus. However, notwith- 
ftanding he was of a great family, was rich, and had many re¬ 
lations who filled the firft pofts of the commonwealth, he be¬ 
haved for feveral years with great referve; but after the banifh- 
ment of Themijiocles, Ari/lides dying (k), and Cimon being 

chiefly 



(k) This great man lived but ment was obliged to bear the 
four years after Themijiocles was charges of it, and to maintain his 
bammed, and at his death was fo family. Plutarch , upon the au- 
poor, that he did not leave money thority of another hiftorian, fays, 
enough to defray the expences of that the contention between Arif- 
his funeral, fo that the govern- tides and Tbendjlodes was owing 
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chiefly employed abroad, he begun to apply himfelf Hr icily to 
public bunnefs; but inftead of courting the rich and the great, 
he applied himfelf wholly to the lower fort of people, notwith- 
ftanding it was contrary to his natural difpofition. As Cimon 
was looked upon as the chief of the nobility, and was revered 
for his magnanimity, and beloved for his generofity and con- 
defeenfion, the multitude was therefore the foie refource of Pe¬ 
nck. As his fortune, tho’ considerable, would not allow him 
to be fo liberal as Cimon , he, like all artful politicians, obliged 
the people at their own expence, by increafing the falaries of 
thofe that fat in the courts of juftice, and augmenting alfo the 
money given to the poorer citizens for attending at affemblies, 
and for enabling them to pay for feats in the theatres. At the 
fame time he quite changed his way of life. He was never feen 
in the ftreets, except when he was going either to the affembly of 
the people, or to the council; and never appeared but at inter¬ 
vals, in order to make himfelf defired. He left off going to 
banquets, affemblies, and other diverfions of that kind, which 
he was ufed to frequent; and but once in all his long adminiftra- 
tion was prefent at a feaft, and then he went away early. 

Having never pretended to any of the great offices of the 
commonwealth, he could not of confequence be chofen a mem¬ 
ber of the court of Areopagus. Their authority therefore ap¬ 
peared to him in an odious light, and he encouraged Ephialtes, 
his intimate friend, to infmuate to the people, that the Areopa¬ 
gus were thegreateft curb upon them, and the only bar to that 
extenfive liberty which their friends wifhed to put into their 
hands. Thus with great policy he laid the foundation of his 
own greatnefs in that of the people, but at the expence of the 
ancient conftitution, and of the fafety of the ftate; for his new 
regulations gave the Athenians a luxurious and diflolute turn of 



to tjieir rivallhip in an infamous 
amour; which, if true, fhews 
that the morality of the Greeks 
was far from being pure, fince 
Ariftides, who valued himfelf fo 
much on his probity, could 
perfift in fo bafe and unnatural a 
vice. When he was treafurer, he 
executed that office with great in¬ 
tegrity; ‘Themiflocles, however, ac- 
cufed him of mifapplying the 
public money, and though no¬ 
thing was falfer than this charge, 
got him condemned. The court 
of Areopagus interpofmg, his fine 
was remitted, and he chofen trea¬ 
furer for the next year. He now 
feitered all the collectors and un- 

# ♦ • t 


der officers to a£b as they thought 
fit, who thereupon extolled him 
to the Ikies, and wanted the peo¬ 
ple to chufe him a third time. 
Ariftides-, addreffing himfelf to 
the aflembly, faid. When 1 dif- 
charged mv office with care and fi¬ 
delity, 1 was reviled, and evil fpo- 
ken of\ hut now when I have 
taken no care at all, but left thefe 
public robbers their liberty , I am, 
it feetns, an admirable treajurer, 
and a moft excellent patriot. I 
therefore declare to you , that I am 
more ajhamed of the honour done to 
me this day, than of the fentenee 
paffied upon me laft year. Plut. in 

vit. Arift, Corn. Nepos. 
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mind; whereas they were before, fober, modeft, and induft' 
Cimon pro- ous. Pericles having rooted himfelf in the affections of tb* 
fecuted by people, his party made an attempt to ruin Cimon , and accufed 
the party him of treafon againft the Rate, pretending that after he had 
oi'Pcric es. conquered Thrace , he had omitted to invade Macedonia , in con. 

fequence of large prefehts he had received from the Macedonian' 
Cimon in his own defence faid, that he had profecuted, to the 
utmoft of his power, the war againft the Thracians , and other 
enemies to the Rate of Jthens ; but that it was true he had not 
made any inroads into Macedonia , becaufe he did not conceive 
that he was to aft as a public enemy to mankind, and becaufe 
he was ftruck with refpeft for a nation modeft in their carriage 
juft in their dealings, and ftriftly honourable in their behaviour 
towards him and the Athenians. During the trial, Pericles [\poke 
but once, and then not only treated Cimon with great refpeft 
but touched the bufinefs of which he was accufed /lightly, as 
teeming to have no opinion of his guilt, and'when he had done 
fpeaking he withdrew. The confequence of this was, that 
and ba- Cimon efcaped capital punifhmcnt, and was only banifhed by the 
ni;hed. oftraciiVn, which cured his rivals of envy, and took away all 

apprehenfions from the people. 

The commons having now the chief fway, Ephialtes procured 
a decree, by which moft of the caufes which had been cognizable 
The pow- by the court of Areopagus , were transferred elfewhere. Ephialtes , 
er of the however, did not long triumph, for a little while afterwards he 
Areopagus was affaflinated in the ftreets, at the inftigation of the nobility, 
curtailed, according to Ariftotle. But an author quoted by Plutarch , 

aftribes his murder to Pericles , who thought it beft to have him 
out of the way, after his purpofes had been ferved by him* 

A war be- About the fame time, the Athenians engaging in a war againft 
tvvixt the the Corinthians and Epidaurians, gained two fignal viftories over 
Athenians their enemies ; after which, conceiving that the inhabitants of 
and Cor in- /Egina had fecretly aflifted the Corinthians , they fent Lcocralts 
tbians . with a powerful fleet againft that ifland. The Alginates , vainly 

truftin^ to their /kill in maritime affairs, hazarded a battle with 
the Athenians ; but being totally defeated, with the lofs of 70 
ftiips, they were conftrained to fubmit, and purchafe peace at 
the expence of honour and independance. 

The ftates of the Peloponnefe looking with jealous eyes on the 
growing greatnefs of Athens , watched every opportunity of 
making war upon her. The Mcgarenftans having declared them- 
felves allies of the Athenians , the Corinthians found a pretence 
for attacking them. The Athenians , who, upon fome new 
provocation, were then laying fiege to /Egina , fent Myronides 
with an army againft the Corinthians , who being worfted in fe- 
vcral engagements, were forced to retire from Megara. 

The Spartans foon after fending an army to the affiftanceof 
the Dorians againft the Phocians , the Athenians , without any 



foul’.' 


* Plut. in vit. Peric. Died. Sic. 
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foundation, refolved to attack the Spartans , and drawing in the HoPu'lities 
thrives and Theffalians to be confederates with them, landed an betwixt 
army Hi 0 ® 0 men the (ffhmur. The Spartan army, which the Atbe- 
conlifted of 11,000 men, turned afide to Tanagra , a city of niuns and 
Beotia-* where they entered into a correfpondence with fome Spartans. 
Athenians that were inclined to an ariftocracy. The Athenian Bef. Ch. 
army, however, coming up, both fides prepared for a battle. 

Q\ m n , on this occasion, thinking himfelf difpenfed with from 
his baniftiment, came compleatly armed, and went to take poft 
among the troops of his own tribe. Thofe of the popular fac¬ 
tion, however, confidering only their private refentments, infifted 
that the general Ihould not receive him. Chnon feeing the dif- 
pofition of the people, exhorted his few friends, who were 
likewife fufpe£ted of favouring the Lacedaemonians , to behave 
gallantly, and at their requeft, leaving his armour with them, 
retired. The Athenians , in the beginning of the action, being The A the- 
deferted by the Theffalians , were, after a long and bloody dif- mans de¬ 
pute, totally routed. The friends of Cimon , who were an hun- feated at 
dred in number, were all flain, fighting with great bravery Tanagra. 
round his armour. Shortly after, the Theffalians , marching to 

2 ' rife a convoy coming out of Attica , were received by the 
man efcort as friends, but beginning the aflault, were op- 
pofed with great vigour. Both armies in the mean time coming 
up, began to fuftain their friends, which brought on a fecond 
engagement that continued till night, when a fhort truce was 
concluded. 

The Thebans having been degraded from the government of 
Bceotia , for joining Xerxes in his war againft Greece , now ap- Thebes re¬ 


plying to the Spartans , were by them re ft o red to their ancient ftored by 
luitre. The Athenians were highly difpleafed at the conduct of the Spar- 
the Spartans in this matter, and ordered MyrGuides, the fon of tans to its 
Callias , to march with an army into Bceotia , to overturn all ancient 
that they had been doing. Myronidcs accordingly marched thi- luftre. 
ther with a few Athenians , many of thole, whofe names ap- The i he - 
peared in the mufter rolls, not having appeared at the rendez- bans de- 
vous; and though the Thebans and their allies were numerous feated by 
and well difeiplined, he ventured an engagement, and gained a the Athc- 
glorious victory, which Diodorus Siculus juftly equals with thofe nians . 
of Marathon and Plates a. The Athenian general then march¬ 
ing to Tanagra , took that city and razed it to the ground. He 
next plundered all Bceotia , beat an army which its inhabitants 
drew together, fell afterwards upon the Locrians , then pene¬ 
trated into Tbeffaly, and having chaftifed the inhabitants for 

their treachery to the Athenians, returned home laden with 
riches and glory. 

The next year Tolmidcs , the Athenian admiral, piqued at the Laconia 
great actions of . Myronides , obtained from the people a commif- invaded 
foil to invade Laconia, and embarking 4000 of the braveft by the 
youths of Athens on board 50 gallies, he went on the expedi- Athencns , 
tion. He took Aiethon , on the coaft of Laconia , but was forced under / ol- 

aitenyards to abandon it. He had bettor fortune at Gythium , macs, 


S 


which 
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which he took and burnt, with all the fhipping and naval pro. 
vifions that were therein, wafting likewife all the country in i ts 
neighbourhood. Having afterwards reduced Zacynthus with fe. 
veral cities near it, he failed over to NaupaSius , which furren- 
dered upon a capitulation: he ejected the Lacedamonians , and 
fettled there a colony of the MeJJbiians, whom the Athenians 
upon their being expelled the Peloponnefe , had taken under their 
proteftion. 

And Peri- Pericles next invaded the Peloponnefe with great fuceefs, burn¬ 
ing, fpoiling, or taking whatever places he attempted, though 
he had with him only 1000 men. On his return to Athene he 
found the people not a little out of humour, becaufe Cimon re¬ 
mained ftill in banifhment, as the gallant behaviour of his. 
friends, at the battle of Tanagra, had fully cleared him of the 
Cimon re- crime under pretence of which he had been banifhed. Pericles 
called conceiving well what would be the confequence of their ccm- 
from ba- paffion, immediately drew up an aft for his reftoration, which 
nifhment. Cimon took fo kindly, that he never afterwards thwarted him. 

Cimon, who had been abfent five years, upon his return, Hi- 
fled the fparks of war which had broke out among the Greeks, 
and concluded a truce for five years betwixt Athens and Sparta. 
He fails As he judged the Athenians could not remain inactive, he thought 
with a it advifeable to lead them at a great diftance from home againft 
powerful the common enemy. Accordingly he put to fea with a fleet of 
fleet a- 200 fail. Plutarch fuggefts, that he had in view no lefs a con- 
gainft the quell than that of the whole Perfian empire. He fent 60 of his 
Perfians , veflels into Egypt, to the aid of Amyrtcus , whom the Egyptians 

had declared their king, and with the reft he failed againft the 
ifland of Cyprus ; where, according to Diodorus , he made him- 
felf mailer of Citium and Malum. Upon the return of his 
jfhips from Egypt, he attacked and defeated the Pheenician fleet, 
and landing in Cilicia, routed 300,000 Perfians, under the com¬ 
mand of Megabyzus. The Perfian monarch, finding the Gre¬ 
cian war continually unfortunate, fent orders to his commanders, 
who con- Artabazus and Megabazus , to enter into a treaty of peace, 
elude a which was accordingly concluded. The principal articles were, 
peace with that all the Greek cities in Afta Ihould be free; that the Perfians 
the Greeks. Ihould fend no army within three days march of the fea; that 

no Perfian fhip of war Ihould fail between Thafelis in Pampbilia , 


Cimon 

dies. 


and Cyme in Lycta 

While this treaty was negotiating, Cimon died before Citium', 
whether of ficknefs, or of a wound he had received atthefiege, 
authors were not agreed in the time of Plutarch. When he was 
near his end, he commanded them to fail with the fleet imme¬ 
diately for Athens, and to conceal his death with the utmollcare. 
Cimon was univerfally regreted, fincc he was pofl'efTed of all 
His cha- thofe qualities that dignify the foul. He was a moll tender 
rafter. fon, a faithful friend, zealous for the good of his country, a 

great politician, an accomplished general, modeft when rail¬ 
ed to the higheft employments and moll djftinguifhed honours, 

liberal and beneficent almoll to profufion, and fimple and 

averfe 
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averfe to oftentation of every kind. He curbed the vanity of 
his countrymen, and diffuaded them at all times from aCting ty¬ 
rannically towards the Greeks , and vehemently inveighed againft 
that propenfity they had, to facrifice virtue to profit, and ho- 

Hour to power* 

The affairs of the Athenians began to be Suddenly and forely 
difturbed after the death of Cimon ; for their infolent and arbi¬ 
trary proceedings having rendered them equally hated by their 
enemies and their allies, the leaft unlucky accident furnifhed a 
handle for new revolts or invafions. The Megarians , who had The Me- 
been long under the protection, which was but another word gariam 
for being under the dominion of Athens , now difclaimed all de- enter into 
pendance on the Athenians , and entered into a ftriCt league with an alliance 
the Spartans. The Athenians in refentment, ravaged their little with the 
country, and even befieged their city; the Lacedemonians , in Lacede- 
defence of their new ally, made an irruption into Attica , upon tzonians , 
which Pericles , who was then in Eubcea with fome troops, was who in- 
1 recalled in hafte to affift his country. Pericles being informed vade At- 
that the Spartans were commanded by their king, Plijlonax , a tic a. 
very young man, who had with him one Chandrides for a tutor, 
he fent the latter a confiderable fum of money, and thereby 
procured the return of the Lacedmmonian army without blows. 

In his public accounts he charged in one article ten talents, laid 
out in a fit manner, on a proper occafion, which the Athenians, 
who were fully fenfible how the money had been applied, pafied 
without any objection, though at another time they would not 
have bore with fuch an article. After the departure of the Lace- 
damonians , he again went againft the Eubeeans , who had revolt¬ 
ed, but returned to Athens about the beginning of winter. 

Tolmides , the Athenian admiral, then propofing an expedition Toknidcs 
into Bceotia, a great number of the braveft Athenians readily invades 
engaged to ferve under him. Pericles prefiing him to wait a Bceotia. 
more favourable opportunity, which 'Tolmides feeining to take 
amifs, Pericles calmly told him. If you will not lijlen to my advice, 
yet you might fafely ivait time's leifure a little, who, let me tell you. 

Sir , is the wtfe/l of all counfellors. This faying, which was 
prefently divulged, became afterwards exceedingly beneficial to 
Pericles ; for Tolmides, after doing great things in Bceotia , was jj e is kill- 
attacked by the Boeotians at Cheronaa , where his army was ec } an( j his 
routed, and himfelf flain. This defeat terribly humbled the arn1 y 
Athenians , for in order to redeem their prifoners, they were con- routed, 
ftrained to renounce all pretenfions of dominion over the cities 
of Bceotia , and while this was doing, many other little ftates 
declared againft the Athenians. 

Notwithftanding all thefe checks, Pericles again marched with Pericles 
an army againft the Eubeeans , and in a fhort time fubjeCted all reduces 
the cities of that ifland to the Athenians. The Lacedaemonians, the Eubce- 
finding it no longer for their intereft to carry on the war, a ne- avs. 
gociation was fet on foot, whereby a peace was effected for Bef. Chr. 
years; but as the jealoufy and enmity of the two nations ftill 446. 
lubfifted, the calm was not of long duration. 

1 


About 
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About this time Pfamiticlms , king of Egypt , fent as a prefent 
to the Athenians 40,000 bufhels of wheat, which proved a great 
misfortune to the city. Pericles , out of fpite to the family 0 f 
Cimon , who had children by an Arcadian woman, had preferred 
a law, by which Athenians of the half blood were disfranchifed. 


This 


than 


The Sy! a- The 


- ' J * ~ |- 7 

till then had been confidered as freemen, were fold as Haves. 
The real number of freemen .at this time, according to Plutarch, 
were only 14,040. Pericles afterwards lofing all his children of 
the whole blood, was obliged to entreat the Athenians to cancel 
the cruel law, of which he himfelf had been the author. 


rites in 


c Trazenians, in Italy, having bee 


Jtah rein- their city by the Crotonians , fent ambafladors into Greece , and 
ftated by humbly begged the Lacedaemonians and Athenians to reftore them, 

my to {hare with them the new eity they in- 
The Lacedcemonians rejected their requeft, 
Bef. Chr. which was readily hearkened to by the Athenians , who not only 

. . it ■ , 1 •. 1_.._n.:___u~.i.. _ 1 


th e / 

titans. 


fend 

tended to build. 
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{hips, wnn a connueratue uouy or men on 
board, but alfo caufed a proclamation to be made throughout all 
the Pclcponncfe , that fuch as were willing to go and fettle in 
Italy^ lliould be taken under the protection of their fleet. Great 
numbers of people accepting the propofition, the lSybarites, by 


the alTiftance of thefe new comers, re-eftablifhed 


Thw 


urn 




War be- The Athenians , fix years after the conclufion of the peace 
tween the w ith the Lacedaemonians , took up arms in favour of Miletus 
Athenians Samos, which tv/o cities were then conceiting for that of 

and Sa- ' ' 

mi an s. 



mal 


Plutarch intimates, that the Athenians declared for the Mllfanp 
becaufe the Samians had refilled to iubmit the difpute to their 

o laid, that Pericles engaged the Athenians in 


d 


iuen. 


It is alfo 


the war to gratify his mifirefs Afpajia , a native of Miletus, one 
of the handlomeft women in her time, yet more diftinguifned 
for her furprifmg acconipiiflimcnts than for the lovelinefs other 
perlbn. She rendered hcrfclf confpicuous by her perfection in 
the art of fpcaking, which flic poll died in a fupcrlative degree, 
being alfo admirably verfed in all the branches of ufefui litera¬ 
ture, particularly natural philofophy and politics. Her dif- 
courfes, which were not more brilliant than folid, were attend¬ 
ed to by the greateft men of Athens , who not only edited her 
themfelv es, but brought their wives to hear her lectures, her fro 
qualities atoning even for her want of reputation. 
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Whatever motive the Athenians^ had for engaging in this war, 
they fent Pericles againft the Samians with a fleet of 40 fail. He 
having prefently brought them into fubje&ion,' began to change 
all things according to his will, eftablifhing a democracy, and 

requiring 50 hoftages of principal perfons, with as many chil¬ 
dren, to be delivered to him. On this occafion all imaginable 
methods were tried to foften him; the hoftages offered him each 
a talent, by way of ranfom ; thofe who difliked the democracy, 
proferred him a large Turn of money, if he would leave the go¬ 
vernment as he found it; and the Perftan governor of Sardis , 
rather than that a democracy fliould have been eftabliftied, 
would have given 10,000 pieces of gold. Pericles , however, 
having no refpeft to money, refufed to alter what he had efta- 
blilhed, and carried away the hoftages to Lemnos. 

After his departure, the Samians fell into mighty diffenftons. The Sa~ 
and lome of them who had fled to Sardis , having procured from 
the governor 700 men, furprized the Athenian garrifon in Samos , 
and expelled them from thence. Having alfo procured their 
hoftages to be privately fent away from Lemnos , and drawn the 
Byzantines to their party, they declared themfelves open enemies 
to Athens. The Samians and their allies fitted out a fleet of 70 
fail, but were defeated in a naval engagement by Pericles , who 
had only 44 fhips. He then invefted Samos by fea and land, 
his fleet being reinforced by 65 veffels. After a nine months 
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drive out 
th c Athe¬ 
nian gar¬ 
rifon. 
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upon which Pericles demolifhed their walls, feized their fhips, Pericles . 
and multfted them in the whole expence of the war, part of 

which he obliged them to pay down, and took hoftages for the 
remainder. 


Pericles, upon his return to Athens , procured himfelf to be 
appointed to pronounce the public oration, in commemoration 
of fuch as fell in the war. He celebrated the praifes of the de- 
ceafed with fuch eloquence, that when he had nnifhed, the 
women gathered about him, took him by the hand, and crown¬ 
ed him with garlands. Elpinice, the After of Canon, however, 
loaded him with reproaches, for having deftxoyed fo many citi¬ 
zens merely from his private ambition and refentment. The 
Athenians , as may be concluded from Thucydides , conceived 
highly of Pericles for this expedition, as the Samians were then 
fo flourifliing, as to be looked upon by them as formidable ri¬ 
vals. The oration, which procured Pericles fo great r.pplaufe, 
was fuppofed by the moft intelligent Athenians to have been 
compofed by Afpajia, who attended him in the expedition*. 

The Athenians foon after entering into an alliance with the 
Ccyrans, were drawn thereby into thofe engagements, which 
at I aft proved the ruin of their ftate. This alliance was formed 



on 
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on the following occafion: An inteftine war breaking out in the 

little territory of Epidamnum , now Durazzo , founded by the 
Corcyrans, one party called in the Illyrians to their afliftanee 
and the other applied to the people of Corcyra * but being negl 
levied by them, they had recourfe to Corinth , owning her for 
their foundrefs, as the Corcyrans were a Corinthian colony. The 
Corinthians , by a powerful fleet, thoroughly eftablifhed the 
party that applied to them, which the Corcyrans refenting, fent 
a fleet to Epidamnum to fupport the exiles. Nothing of confe- 
quence was done that year, but the year after the Corcyrans beat 
the Corinthians and their allies at fea, and* took Epidamnum bv 
ftorm. The Corinthians making great preparations for retriev¬ 
ing their honour, the Corcyrans inftantly difpatched ambafladors 
to carry their complaints to Athens , and the Corinthians , on re¬ 
ceiving this news, difpatched theirs likewife, both on the fame 
errand and with equal hopes. 

Nothing could be more glorious for the Athenians than fuch an 
application as this, which feemed to acknowledge the legality of 
that dominion, which they had for many years affected. The 
The Athe- Athenian people in their general aflembly, at firft approved the 
iiians de- caufe of the Corinthians, but afterwards changing their opinion, 
clare for probably on the remonftrances of Pericles, they made an al- 
the Corey- hance with the Corcyrans. They did not, however, conclude 
rans a- ail offenfive and defenfive league with them, becaufe, by fuch a 
gain It the ff e p, Athens would immediately have broken with Corinth and 
Corinth - all her allies. Both parties only agreed to fuccour each other 

mutually, in cafe they fhould be attacked. From Thucydides it 
appears, that the real defign of the Athenians was to keep up 
the difference betwixt the Corcyrans and Corinthians, who were 
both very powerful, and after each fhould have exhaufted the 
other, to triumph over the weakeft. They had alfo defigns 
upon Italy and Sicily, which the pofl'eflion of the ifland of Cor¬ 
cyra would very much promote. They accordingly fent the 
Corcyrans only ten gallies, under the command of Lacedeemonius, 
the ifon of Cimon, with orders, however, not to aft offenfively 
againft the Corinthians . Soon after the Corinthians and their 
allies failed to Corcyra with a fleet of j 50 fail, and the Corcyrans 
appearing at fea with a fleet of 120 fail, the Athenian fquadron 
included, a battle enfued, which was fought with great obfti- 
nacy. The advantages and the lofles on both fldes being nearly 
equal, each party claimed the viftory. The Corcyrans next 
day being reinforced with 20 Athenian {hips, went to the portol 
dhotis , oppoflte to Corcyra, and braved the Corinthians, whe 
thought it prudent not to hazard a fecond engagement. 

The Corinthians making loud complaints againft the Athenians• 

thefe laft, fearing that the Pot id -rans, who w r ere a Corinthim 

Potideea colony, but fuhjeft to them, fhould revolt, ordered themte 

revolts demolifh a part of their wall, to fend back the magiftrates the) 

from tlie had received from Corinth, and give hoftages for their own beha- 

Athenians. viour. Demands of fo unjuft a nature only fomented the re' 

volt. The Potidaa?:: declared againft the Athenians, and fevera 

neigh- 
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Neighbouring cities followed their example. Both Athens and Co- 
r inth fending forces thither* a battle was fought near Potidcca, 
in which the Athenians had the advantage, but with the lofs of 
their general Callias. Alcibitides , who was then very young, 
and Socrates, his matter, fignalized themfelves in this aftion, 
and the prize of valour was decreed to Alcibiades. The Poti- 
daans ftill refufing to fubmit, their city was invefted by the 
Athenians , under the command of Phormio. 

The city of Athens in the mean time was far from enjoying The Athe- 

tranquillity. Pericles , by his intereft with the people, having nians dif- 
prevailed on them to banifti Thucydides , a nobleman of great contented 
merit, who had vigoroully oppofed his innovations, from that with the 
time forward began to change his behaviour, and attted more admini- 
like a prince than a private man. He procured all things to be Oration of 
at his difpofal, and took the whole management of the Athenian Pericles. 
affairs, at home and abroad, upon himfelf. The Athenians 
now feeing themfelves threatened with a dangerous war, began 
to be out of humour with Pericles , and made no fcruple of pro- They ac- 
fecuting his friends. His enemies accufed the famous ftatuary cufe his 
Phidias , of having embezzled part of the gold delivered to him friends, 
for the ftatue of Minerva. Phidias , however, cleared himfelf j 
for having laid on the gold lb that it could be removed without 
injuring the figure, it was taken oft', and its weight found to be 
juft., The Athenians having accufed him befiaes of having in¬ 
troduced in the fhield of the goddefs a pi&ure of Pericles fight¬ 
ing with an Amazon, he was, according to fome, dragged to 
prifon, where he died, or according to others was banifhed. 

Afpafta was next accufed of impiety, and alfb for being a pro- Afpafia. 
curefs to Pericles , and feducing the wives and daughters of Athe - accufed. 
man citizens. Pericles , who then lived with Afpafia as his wife, 
faved her with the utmoft difficulty. He appeared for her in per- Being de~ 
fon, and in the midft of his pleadings let fall a fhower of tears fended by- 
like a child, which was the more remarkable, becaufe he had Pericles 
never been known to weep before; and thus, either the force fhe is ac» 
of his eloquence, or the fight of his grief* engaged the judges quitted; 
to acquit her. 

A decree of the people being likewife paft, by which infor- Anaxago - 
mations were ordered to be taken out againft all fuch perfons as ras accu^ 
denied what was afcribed to the miniftry of the gods, Anaxagoras , fed of im- 
the famous philofopher and preceptor of Pericles , was accufed piety, and 
of impiety. Pericles , fenfible that the philofophical notions of obliged to 
Anaxagoras could by no art be juftified, before the fuperfti- leave At* 
tious people* wifely fent him out of Attica , with this mark of u. a. 
refpedt* however, that he attended him in perfon (l)* 

The 



(i.) Authors differ greatly in 
their accouncs of this accufaton 
of Anaxagoras. According to 
Laertius , he was accufed of af- 

Vol. 11 Z 


r 

ferting, that the fun was a burn¬ 
ing plate, .was fined five talents, 
and was banifhed. Satyr us fays, 
he was accufed by TbucvdiAt of 

impiety, 
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The difcontented party feeing that the people received thefe 
Pericles accufation with pleafure, at length impeached Pericles himfelf 
him felt of embezzling the public money, during his adminiftration. 
accufed. The final decifton of his caufe was committed to 1500 judges, 

who were to write their fuffrages upon billets taken from the 
altars. Pericles was not greatly concerned at this perfonal accu¬ 
fation, as he was known to be above corruption, and had afted 
during his adminiftration with great ceconomy, and the ftridteft 
juftice in pecuniary affairs. 

During the fiege of Potidaa , the Corinthians and their allies 
fent a deputation to Lacedeemon , to complain of the Athenians , 
The Spar- as having infringed the articles of peace. The Spartans , from 
tans re- a jealoufy of the Athenian greatnefs, hearkened to the complaints 
quire re- of the Corinthians , and refolved upon a war, and fent ambalfa- 
paration. dors to Athens to demand reparation for the public injuries. Ac- 
of wrongs cording to Thucydides , they demanded, in the firft place, the ex- 
from the pulfion of the defcendants of Cylon and his affociates, who had 
Athenians . violated the fanftuary of Minerva ; they next infilled that the 

fiege of Potidaa fhould be raifed ; that the inhabitants of Mgim 
fhould be left free; that the decree made againft the Meganans , 
whereby they were forbid the ports and markets of Athens on pain 
of death, fhould be revoked; and that the Grecian ftates, which 
were under the dominion of Athens , fhould be fet at liberty. 
Their Pericles perfuaded the Athenians to reject thefe terms; fome 
terms re- think from perfonal motives, but moft probably from his con- 
je&ed. cern for what he thought the public good. According to Thu¬ 
cydides, he fhewed the Athenians that they were better able to 
engage in a long and expenfive war than the Peloponneftans , and 
advifed them to propofe the following terms to the Lacedamo- 
nians , namely, that they would reverfe their decree againft Me- 
gara , if the Lacedcsmonians would allow free egrefs and regrefs 
in their territories to the Athenians and their allies; that they 


impiety, and of holding intelli¬ 
gence with the Perfians. Hiero¬ 
nymus wrote, that Pericles brought 
him into court in poor garments, 
and much broken with ficknef;, 
which moved his judges to com¬ 
panion. Suidas fays, he was full 
imprifoned and then banilhed, for 
introducing a new opinion con¬ 
cerning; the divine nature. Anaxa - 

o 

goras, indeed, could net but be 
looked upon as impious, in a coun¬ 
try, where, in Hefad's time, they 
had no lefs than 3c,cco gods; 
for he taught, that one infinite 
felf moving mind had modified 
the chaos, and difpofed the uni- 


verfe in the beautiful order in 
which we now fee it. The fun, 
according to his notion, was a 
burning mafs, many times bigger 
than the Peloponneft. He held 
the moon to be a dark body, en¬ 
lightened by the fun; and he af- 
ferted alfo, that the ftars were 
earthy. He lived, after his ba- 

nilhment, at Lamjfacus , and was 
fo little affefted therewith, that 
when a perfon told him one day, 
7'cu are deprived of the Athenians, 
he anfwered. You are mijialee, 
friendthey are deprived of mu 

Laert. in vit. Anax. flat, in vit. 
Pericl. Id. de fuperftit. 



339 


O F T H E W O R L D. 

\mU leave all thofe ftates free, who were free at the making 
of the laft peace with Sparta , provided the Spartans would alfo 
leave all ftates free that were under their dominion; that they 
would fubmit the decifion of their differences to arbitration, and 
would not commit the firft: hoftilities. The Spartan ambaffa- 
dors returning with this anfwer, the negociation was broke off, 
and the famous Peloponnejian war foon after broke out, the mi- 
miteft circumftances of which have been preferved to us by 
Thucydides and Xenophon , hiftorians cotemporary with the 
tranfa&ions they relate,, and by Diodorus Siculus. 

The firft a 61 of hoftility was committed by the Thebans , who Platan 
furprifed Plataa , a city of Bosotia , in alliance with Athensi furprifed 
They were introduced into the city by treachery j but the ci- by the 

tizens falling upon them in the night, killed them all, except Tbeb u iis, 
about 180, whom they made priToners. Thefe, however, a 
little while after they put to death, contrary to their promife. 

The Athenians , as foon as they had notice of this attempt of 
the Thebans, caufed all the Boeotians in their territory to be. ar¬ 
retted, and lent fuccours and provifions to Plata:a. 

The league being now broken on both Tides, each party prepar- Both par¬ 
ed for war, and fought to ftrengthen themfelves by the alliance of ties pre- 
the Greeks and Perjians , to whom they Tent embaffies. Mott of pare for 
the Grecian ftates were inclined to the Lacedamonians, becaufe war. 
they profefled themfelves on this occafion the deliverers of 
Greece of which they looked upon the Athenians as the oppref- 
fors. With the Spartans joined all the Peloponncfians , except 
the Argives and part of the Achaans , who remained neuter. 

Their allies, without the Peloponnefe , were the Megarians, The allies 
Phocians , Locrians , Boeotians , Ambracotes, Leucadians, and of both. 
Anaclorians, The confederates of the Athenians were the Chians , 

Lejbians , Plat coons, McJ)'cnians of Naupacius, the Acarnsnians , 

Corcyrans, 'Zacynthians, Carians , Dorians, Thracians, the iflands 
for the molt part, and all the Cyclades , excepting Melus and 
Thera, with Eubeca and Samos. 

The Lacedesmonians aflembled their army at the T/lhmus, but The be- 
Archidamas , the Spartan king and commander in chief, before ginning of 
he would enter Attica , difpatched a herald to Athens ; but the The Pdo- 
Athenians would not even admit him to enter their city, having, pomicp.an 
by the advice of Pericles , made a decree, that no ambafihdors V var. 

Ihould be received from the Lacedemonians till they had laid 
down their arms. Pericles, fufpecting that Archidamas, who 
was his friepd, would forbid the plundering of ins eftates, ac¬ 
quainted the people with his fufpicions, and declared that in fuch 
a cafe, he made a prefent of his lands to the public. He ad- 
vifedthem not to think of defending their country feats, but to 
turn all their care to the city; to bufy themfelves, efpecialfy in 
equipping their ihins, and to be firmly refclved, not to be in¬ 
timidated with the firft evils of war. The Athenians readily 
allentedto all his propofals, and appointed him, with nine more, 
generals of all.their forces. They not only removed therr efFebls 
bom the country, but pulled down their houfes, and even car- 
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ried off the timber of them. They conveyed the cattle of a ]] 
kinds into Eub-ra and the other neighbouring iflands. Mean 
while the Peloponnefian army, which confifted of upwards of 
The Pelo- 60,000 men, began to advance in Attica , and having fpent fome 
tonne ft an s time in fruitlefsly befieging Oenoe, proceeded to Acharne, aeon- 
ravaged- fiderable town within two miles of Athens. The neighbour¬ 
hood of the enemy foon rendered the Athenians very impatient 
and without confidering their own weaknefs, they began to rail 
at Pericles , for not making fome attempts to drive off the inva¬ 
ders. He, however, in fpite of the clamour raifed againft him 

firmly purfued the plan he had laid down, and to thofe who 
preffea him to an engagement he replied. Trees zuhen they are 

topped or cut , grow up again in a Jhort iime ; but mcn r once kjl> 
cannot eajily be recovered . The land forces of the Athenians at 
this time, exclufive of 17,000 men in garrifon, were only 
13,000 heavy-armed foldiers, 1.200 troopers, including the ar¬ 
chers who rode on horfeback, and 4600 foot archers. 

As they had a powerful fleet of 300 gal lies, Pericles very pru¬ 
dently fent 100 gallies, with 1400 land forces, to make a diver- 
fion in the enemy’s country. This fleet ravaged the Peloponnefe y 
and drove out all the inhabitants of Mgina , which was re-peopled 
of the Pe~ f rom jithens. Another fleet at the fame time infefted the Lo- 
iGfcwpji* cr ' ians ^ reduced Cebhalenia and feveral towns in Acarnania and 

Leucas. The Peloponneftans finding that they could not draw 
the Athenians out, and hearing that their own territories were ra¬ 
vaged by them, retired from Attica. Upon their departure, 
Pericles marched with an army into the territory of Megara , 
and did all the mifehief therein that could be expected from a 
provoked enemy. Thus in the end of the year they retaliated 
the injuries they received from the enemy. 

The Athenians , during the winter, folemnized in an extra¬ 
ordinary manner, the funerals of thofe that firft died in the 
war, and Pericles , by the appointment of the fenate of Areopa¬ 
gus , made a funeral oration to their honour. 

The following fpring the Athenians were afHi&ed, not only 
with the calamities of war, but with a moft dreadful peftilence. 
Thucydides the hiftorian, who was himfelf infected with the dif- 
temper, relates, that it was fuppofed firft to have appeared in 
Ethiopia , and that it afterwards fpread into Egypt , Africa , and 
the Perftan dominions. The Athenians at tne Pyreum , who 
were firft infected, imagined that the Peloponneftans had poifon- 
ed their wells j but the difeafe getting to the upper city, foon 
alarmed them by the dreadful havock which it made. Thofe 
who were affedted, generally died in feven or nine days in ex¬ 
treme torments. If they furvived that time, ulcers broke out 
at their extreme parts, and they efcaped, though many not 
without the lofs of their fingers or toes. The difeafe. firft teized 
the head, then inwardly the throats and tongues of the patients 
grew prefently bloody, and their breath noifome. A hoarfenefs 
and pain in the breaft fucceeded, and the ftomach being after¬ 
wards infected, they vomited all- manner of bilious matter. 
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Though their bodies were not hot to the touch, yet they burned 
inwardly to an extreme degree, and had an mfatiate thirft. 

Thofe who were carefully attended by phyficians, and thofe 
w ho were negle&ed, had the fame fate, and the ftrong and the 
weak died without diftin&ion. The utmoffc care to fhun the 
contagion was ineffe&ual j and the difeafe baffling all care and 
remedies, perfons were no fooner feized, than they were ftruck. 
with defpair, and would not even attempt any cure. The cala¬ 
mity was encreafcd by the great numbers of country people, that 
had crowded into the city and lived in huts and booths, fo that 
at length the Greets were filled with the dead, and even the very 
temples, where many of the country people had taken up their 
relidence, and the fountains and conduits were crowded with 
the dying, who had crawled thither to quench their thirft. All 
Jaws, divine and human, were now delpifed. Thofe who fuc- 
ceeded to great inheritances, fpent their eftates in riot and vo- 
luptuoufnefs,' as men that thought they held their lives but by 
the day, and many fcrupled not to commit the greateft crimes, 
from a perfuafion that they would be cut off by the diftemper 

before they could be punifhed ( m). 

Pericles in the midft of thele diftreffes, retained his courage, 
and endeavoured to infpirit his countrymen,. He would not, 
however, allow them to fally out of the city againft the enemy, 
who had again invaded Attica. While they were ravaging the 
territories of die Athenians , he fitted out a 'fleet of 150 fail, on The Ath r- 
hoard of which he embarked 300 horfe and 4000 foot, and then nian fleet 
failed to Epidaurus , which obliged the Pelopormefians ^ to retire again in- 
from Attica i after they had wafted it 40. days. Pericles , after felts the 
doing all the damage to the enemy in his power, returned to enemies 
the city. The plague was ftill there as well as in the fleet, and coails. 
it fpread to thofe troops that Were befiegi ng Patidaa. 

The Athenians feeing their country depopulated by two great The Athe- 
fcourges, war and peftilence, were driven to madnefs and de- nr ns in 
fpair; and, contrary to the remonftrances of Pericles , fent am- vain fue 
baffadors -to Lacedamon to defire a peace, which the Spartans f or peace; 
were too proud to beftow. Pericles , after this fruitlefs negotia¬ 
tion, endeavoured to calm the humours of the people, but they 
looking upon him as the author of all their prefent calamities. 


(m) The Athenians , in grati- him of the value of 1000 Haters 5 
tude to the famous Hippocrates , a that the freedomof the city Ihould 
native of Cos , who, at their de- be given him, and himfel'f main- 
firc, had come to Athens on this tained in the Prytaveum, at the 
occafion, and attended the flek public charge all his life, in cafe 
with unwearied affiduity till the he thought proper. In fine, that 
plague had wholly ceafed, or- the people of Cos, vvh'ch city 
dained, by a public decree, that had given birth to fo great a man, 
he fhould be.initiated in the moft might be maintained and brought 
exalted myfteries; that a crown up in Athens, in the fame manner 

of gold Ihould be ' prefen ted to as if they had been born there. 
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deprived him of the command of the army and fined him, 

Shoirl./ after, however, with their natural inconftancy, they 
veiled him with almoft abfolute authority. 

during the Ihort time that he was in difgrace, his eldeftfon, 
Xantbippusy after behaving undutifully to him, died of the 
plague. Pericles alfo, by the fame diftemper, loft his filter and 
many of his relations and friends, and laft of all his fecond fon 
Paralus. At his funeral Pericles loft his heroifm quite; for 
going to place a chaplet of flowers on the head of the corps, he 
burft out into a loud fit of crying, after which, being conveyed 
home, he kept his houfe clofely for fome time, abandoning 
himfelf to melancholy. The Athenians not only reftored him 
to his former honours, but repealed that very unjuft law, deny¬ 
ing the freedom of the city to children of the half blood, where¬ 
upon he enrolled, as a freeman of Athens , a fon of his by Afpa- 
fia> by the name of Pericles. 

In the fummer of this year, a Peloponnejian fleet of ioo gal- 
lies wafted the ifland of Z acynthus. A few months after, fome 
or their ambafladors, who were going to folicit the afliftanee of 
the king of Perfia , were apprehended in Thrace , and fent to 
Athens , where they were put to death, the Lacedaemonians hav¬ 
ing lately killed fome of the Athenian allies whom they had 
found in their territories.' About this time the Potideeans , after 
they had been driven to the neceffity of eating human flefh, fur- 
rendered to the Athenians , who permitted the men to depart 
with one garment and the women with two. They afterwards 
fent a colony thither. 

In the lpring of the third year of the war, Archidamas , king 
of Sparta , came with a great army and befieged Platesa. As 
the Plataans refuted to abandon the Athenians , Archidamas wafted 
their country 3 and to cut off all their fupplies, drew an in- 
trcnchment round the city. The Plateeans baffled all his efforts 
againft their fortifications, and though great part of their city 
was reduced to allies, they defended themfelves fo vigoroufly, 
that Archidamas was obliged, after feveral months, to turn the 
fiege into a blockade, and in autumn to return to the Peloponnejc. 
In Thrace and Acarnania the Athenians fought with variety of 
fortune, and under the command of Phormio gained two fmall 
victories at lea. 

During the fiege of Platcea , Pericles was cut off by the pefti- 
lence, in a manner different from any body elfe; for inftead of 
hurrying him off fuddenly, it deftroyed him by degrees, prey¬ 
ing at once on the conftitution of the body and the faculties of 
his mind. In his very laft moments, fome of his friends fitting 
by his bedfide, and conceiving him to have loft his fenfes, amuf- 
ed themfelves with reckoning up the glorious events of his life. 
Of a hidden he railed himfelf on his bed, and turning to them, 
faid, “ I wonder you ftiould commend thofe things in me, 
“ which were as much owing to fortune as to any thing elfe, 
‘ c and which have happened to others alio, and at the fame time 

fhouid forget the iqoft glorious circumft:yice in my life, that 

il never. 
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<c - m ver any of my fellow citizens put on mourning on my account.” 

In Pericles were united moft of the qualities which constitute a 
great man. Notwithftanding the natural ficklenefs of the 
Athenians, he governed them with an almoft abfolute fway du- 
ring 40 years. He is juftly blamed for giving way to the cor¬ 
ruption of the people, that he might govern them; and for 
fquandering away the public treafure, merely to embellifti the 
city with fuperfluous ornaments *. 

In the fummer following, the Peloponncfians invaded Attica The Pelo~ 
the third time, deftroying the ripe corn, and wafting, with im- potn.efans 
placable hatred, \yhatever belonged to the Athenians. Mean again in¬ 
while, the whole ifland of Lefbos , except the city of Methymna , vade Atti - 
revolted from the Athenians , who fent a fleet of 40 gallies againft ca. 

Mitylene. The Mitylenians not being able to defend themfelves, The Mi - 
amufed the Athenians by fending a fubmifiive embaffy to Athens, tylenians 
At the fame time they fent ambaffadors to folicit the afliftance revolt 
of the Lacedemonians, and when the Grecian ftates were alfem- from the 
bled at the Olympic games, having made their complaints againft Athenians . 
th t Athenians, they were admitted into the alliance againft Athens. 

The Peloponneftans then fent 40 gallies to the afliftance of the 
Mitylenians ; but they were able to effect little, as the Athenians 
had fent a fleet of 100 gallies to fea, which, after making feve- 
ral defcents upon the Peloponnefe, failed to Lejbos and blocked 
up Mitylene. Mean while the garrifon of Platcea, which con¬ 
fided only of 400 natives and 80 Athenians , took the defperate 
refolution of forcing their way through the lines of the enemy. 

Only zzo, however, kept firm to their purpofe, and leaving the 
place in a dark night, in the midft of a ftorm of wind and rain, 
they fcaled the wall of circumvallation, which was built of 
brick, while the enemy were amufed by falfe alarms from the 
city. One of them only was taken, and a few obliged to re¬ 
turn to the city, but ziz efcaped to Athens. 

In the very beginning of the next year, the Peloponneftans fent jt-jitylene 
40 Ihips to the relief of Mitylene, and foon after entered with a ta k en> 
great army into Attica, for the fifth time, under the command 
of Cleomenes. While the enemy was ravaging their territories, 
the Athenians received the joyful news of the furrender of Mity¬ 
lene. They fent orders to their general, Paches, who was now 
in poffeflion of Mitylene, to put all the inhabitants who were at 
man’s eftate, to death, and to fell the women and children for 
Haves. Next day, however, reconfidering their decree, they 
reverfed it by the perfuafion of Diodorus, an orator, and imme¬ 
diately difpatched a clean ftiip to Lejbos, to countermand the 
orders that had been fent the day before. The crew of this 
galley being promifed a great reward, by the Mitylcnian ambaf¬ 
fadors, if they arrived in time, made the greateft poflible dis¬ 
patch, and though they did not overtake the fhip that had failed 


. * Plut. in vit, Pericl. Thucyd. 1 . i. and ii. Diod. Sic. 1 . xii xi*. 
Juftin, 1 , iii, Yal, Max. 
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the day before, yet they came with the joyful news before Paches 
had put his cruel orders in execution. A thoufand of the moft 
factious Mitylcnians were ordered to be put to death, the walls of 
their city were demolifhed, their {hips taken away, and their 
land divided among the Athenians , who let them again to the 
JlAitylcnians at very high rents. The Athenians the fame fum- 
mer made themfelves matters of the. ifland of A^inoas, oppolite 
to Megara , and feizing the port of Nifcea^ caufed it to be for¬ 
tified. 

The PZa- The Plataans about the fame time were forced to furrender 

tssans fur- to the Lacedesmonians , who put them all to death, to thenum- 
render to her of 200, including 23 Athenians , and their women they fold 
the L'.ee- for Haves. 

damoni- The year after, which was the fixth year of the war, the 
ans. plague again broke out in Athens , and cut off 4000 citizens, 
r TheJ// e- 300 knights, and an infinite number of meaner people. Mean 
nicns en- while, ambafladors arriving at Athens , from one of the factions 
gage in a in Sicily > named the Ionic or Leontine-, folicitingaffiftance againft 
war the other fa&ion, which was called the Syracufan or Doric ; the 
againft Athenians , probably from ambitious views, engaged in this 

the S,ra- quarrel, and fent a fleet, under the command of Lachetes and 
(i-Jans. Qhabrias , to the affiftance of the hegntincs. The war was car¬ 

ried on, both in Greece and in Sicily ^ during the fummer, with 
various fuccefs, though no adtion of great confequence happen¬ 
ed on either fide. 

The following fpring, Agis, the fon of Archidamas , invaded 
Attica with a great army. The Athenians , without venturing 
to oppofe them, fitted out a fleet of 40 {hips, for the afliftance 
of the Leontines in Sicily , and font Demojlhenes with another fleet 
They feizc to infeft the coafts of the Peloponnefe . By the advice of this 
and for- great man, the Athenians fortified the promontory. of Pylus, 
tify Pylus, which was united to the land by a narrow ifthmus, and hadbe- 
which is hind it a barren ifiend, called Sphadleria , about two miles in 
attacked circumference, with a convenient and fafe port. The Laceda - 
by the rnonians immediately leaving Attica , marched to attempt the re- 
Spartans. covery of Pylus , and accordingly attacked it both by fea and 

land. Demojlhenes , who had been left behind with a fmall body 
of men, defended himfelf with great bravery. Mean while, 
p. fleet of 40 Athenian fhips arriving, failed into the harbour of 
Sphadleria, where they took and funk moft of the Spartan vef- 
The Spar- f e Js } The Spartans being then befieged in the ifland, were foon 
tans be- reduced to the greateft difficulties for want of provifions, which 
fieged in obliged the Spartan magiftrates, who had come to the camp, to 
Sphadle- conclude a truce with the Athenians , while a negociation for 
na. peace ftiould be carried on at Athens. The conditions of the 

truce were, that the Lacedeemoniasis fhould deliver all their fhips, 
amounting to 60, yvhich, if the treaty did not take effe&, fhould 
be pun&ually reftored to them; that all hoftilities fhould ceafe 
on both fides, till the return of the ambafiadors, and that a cer¬ 
tain quantity of victuals fhould be carried daily to the ifland, but 

that no fhip fhould attempt to pafs thither by .ftealth. The 

\ . r Spartan 
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Spartan ambafladors reprefented to the Athenians^ how much it 
\vould be for their honour to reftore peace to Greece , and feri¬ 
ty urged the uncertain fortune of war, as a motive for them 
to]ay hold of the prefent opportunity for a reconciliation. The 
Athenians in general were heartily inclined to an accommodation j 
but Cleon , one of their demagogues, a warm and obftinate man, 
fo wrought upon them, that they infilled on very unreafonable 
conditions, which the ambafladors perceiving, withdrew. At 
their return to Pylus y the Spartans demanded back their (hips, 
but the Athenians y on pretence that the truce had been infringed 
in fome particulars of little confequence, would not reftore 

them. ... 

The Lacedcemonians inveighed llrongly againft this refufal, as 
being a manifeft perfidy, and renewed hoftilities with great ani- 
mofity. While the Spartans attacked the Athenian intrench- 
ments at Pylus, the Athenians renewed their afiaults on the La- 
idcmonians in Sphafteria. As the Spartans , by great rewards, 
prompted many people, at the hazard jof their fives, to carry 
provisions into the ifland; the Athenians found their efforts 
againft the befieged fruftrated, which foon begun to create great 
murmurs at Athens , where it was apprehended that the Spartans 
v/ould efcape, and the Athenians in their turn be entrapped in 
Pylus. Cleon forefeeing that the blame in that cafe would be laid 
upon him, accufed the generals, who had the direction of the 
fiegc, of remiffnefs, and faid, that had he commanded, he 
would foon have taken the ifland. Nicias , who had been ap¬ 
pointed for the command, catched*his words and told him, he 
refigned his charge to him. Cleon then excufed himfelf as being 
no general, but the people holding him at his word, he rel'o- 
lutely declared, that he would either bring the Spartans to 
Athens in 20 days, or lofe his life j which vaunting Speech oc- 
cafioned a laugh in the aflembly. Cleon , however, contrary to 
the expectation of every one, made good his words ; for land¬ 
ing on the ifland, in conjunction with Demojlhenes , he attacked 
the entrenchments of the Spartans , and after feveral encounters, 
obliged them to furrender prifoners at difcretion. During the The Spar- 
fiege, which had lafted 72 days, 128 Spartans had been killed, tansokWg- 
and 292 were now made prifoners; who being conducted to ed to fur- 
Athens, by Cleon , within the time prefixed, the people decreed, render, 
that they fliould be fafely kept till a peace fhould be made, un- 
lefs the P'eloponnefians fhould in the mean time invade Attica , in 
which cafe the prifoners fhould be put to death. The Meffeni- 
nians of Naupaiius, who had formerly poffelfed Pyltes, and were 
now allies of the Athenians , fent the flower of their youth to 
repoflefs Pylus. Their neighbourhood was fo troiiblefome to 
the Lacedcemonians , that they again fent ambafladors to Athens , 
in order to put an end to the war; but the Athenians being too 
Jnuch elated with their profperity, and efpecially with their late 
fuccefs, would hearken to no honourable terms. This fummer 
me Athenians fought the Corinthians near the IJlhmus., and were 
wccefsful in fome other expeditions, fo* an account of whifch 
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But upon their arrival at Ephefus , the Athenian ambaifadors 
hearing of the king’s death, returned to Athens. 

In the beginning of the eighth year of the war, there hap- 
- pened, Thucydides fays, an eclipfe of the fun, which was fob 
tkera and ] owet j by an earthquake. This fummer the Athenians , under 
Thyrea. pjicias, took tire ifland of Cythcra , on the coaft of Laconia near 
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polielied by thole who had been expelled from JEgina. The 
Athenians put all the Alginates to death, as being the ancient 
and inveterate enemies of their ftate, and on the Cytber<ra;u , 
which they left in their own country* they impofed a heavy 
tribute, difperfing the reft in the illands under their obedience. 


Hermocrates of Syracuse 
i- illand to adiuft their 


ielves, the Athenian generals were conftrained to reimbark their 
forces and to return home. The Athenians , however, blaming 
the condu£t of their generals for not making any advantage of 
of the war, banilhed two of them, and laid a very heavy fine 
upon the third. 

Hippocrates and Demofthenes, with fome troop 
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The Athe- ra ls, at the requeft of fome Boeotians who favoured the Atk- 
uzarti de- mans, marched loon after into Bceotia ; but the other party de¬ 
feated by feating them at Delium , moft of the Boeotians , who favoured 
the The- them, were obliged to forfakc their country, and take fhelter 
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at this time the Athenian forces on the coaft of Macedonia, 
ther the Lacedemonians, at the requeft of the inhabitants 
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Brojid 


had 


Amphipo- army. Brafidas , partly by force, partly by perfuafion, reduced 
Us reduced Amphipclis and feveral other places, but Thucydides , by a quick 
by the La~ marc h, faved Eione; however, being accufed of negligence, he 
teitmo- W2:J banifhed. The Athenians , who were extremely alarmedat 
nians. the conqueft of Brafidas , lent in the winter new fupplies to the 

Macedonian coaft, but all their care could not prevent a mighty 
defe&ion from their intereft in thofe parts. 


Tin 


Spartan 


Ath 


A truce The Athenians finding their affairs much unfettled by the lofs of 


betw 


Ampoipo 


a 


year. The 


the two iconer agreed to, than negotiations were fet on foot for age- 


parti e 
a vear 


~ 1 

cidcnt. in 


e. Thefe, however, were foon inter 

Thrace, where the cities Scione and 


f 



OF THE *W ORLD. 


$4-7 


. fyaftdas. The Athenians , pretending • that Scione revolted 
two days after the truce was concluded, made loud complaints, 
hut not being able by negociation to perfuade the enemy to re- 
u ore them, they fent an.army againft them. Menda was foon It is ill ob- 
reduced, but Scione making an obftinate defence, the Athenians f erve d by 
were obliged to turn the fiege into a blockade. Braficlas , on the both, 
other hand, made an attempt upon Potidcea , but it mifcarried, 
and the Athenians began to recover fome courage in this part of 

the world. 

At the expiration of the truce, Cleon perfuaded the Athenians The Ather 
to fend him to Thrace with 30 gallies, and 12,000 foot and 300 „{ ans ga i a 
horle, all Athenian citizens. Cleon at firft reduced fome places, feveral 
but allowed himfelf to be furprifed by the enemy before Amphi- advanta- 
pdis j in which action he and 600 of his men were flain: of the g es in 
lacedcemonians feven only were killed; but Braftdas being mor- qbrace. 
tally wounded, died immediately after. 

This decifive engagement had a mighty effect on both parties. 

The two perfons who were the greateft obftacles to the peace 
being now dead, both nations were more inclined to an accom¬ 
modation. A fufpenfion of arms was agreed to for 12 months, a fifty 
and this producing varibus negociatioris, a peace for 50 years years 
was at length concluded between the Lacedeemonians and Athe- peace a- 
dans t on the following conditions: That a reftitution of places g Vee d to. 
and prifoners fhould be made on both fides; the Athenians.) 
however, were to keep Niceea, and the Thebans Plat re a. The 
Boeotians , Corinthians , and Megarians, refufed to be included 
in this peace, but the reft of the allies yielded to it, and it was 
accordingly fworn at Athens ten years after the commencement of 

the war. 

Such of the ftates of the Peloponnefe as were diflatisfied with 
this peace, began to intrigue and negociate among themfelves, 
and endeavoured to fet on foot a new confederacy, the head of 
which was to be the ftate of Argos. Mean while fome difficul¬ 
ties were raifed on account of the reftitution of places. Amphi- 
f;!is abfolutely refuftng to return under the Athenian government, 
the Athenians therefore refufed to evacuate Pylus. In hopes of 
recovering Pylus , the Lacedcemonians foon after prevailed with 
the Boeotians to reftore Panattus and the Athenian prifoners. 

The Boeotians , however, having firft deftroyed the fortifications 
of Panaftus, the Athenians began to fufpedt that the Lacedeemo- 
nians had circumvented them, and in the end would reconcile 
themfelves to their old confederates at their expence. 

The difcontents of the Athenians were heightened by the art!- New dif- 
fices of Alcibiades , who, from his hatred to the LacedamonianSy contents 
and his averfion to Nicias, wanted to break the peace. Alci- fomented 
Hades was the fon of CHnias , the nephew of Pericles , and a li- by Alcibi - 
ncal descendant of Ajax. In his perfon he was fo beautiful, a des. 
that while a youth he was beloved, and when at manhood was 
revered for his extraordinary comelinefs. He was equally dif- 
tinguiflied for his many virtues and many vices. He was learned, 
eloquent, indefatigable, liberal, magnificent, and affable. At 

other 
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other times when he gave a Ioofe to his paflions, he was indo, 
lent, luxurious, diflolute, extremely addi&ed to women, i n I 
temperate, and inclined to prophanenefs. He was chiefly re' 
markable for a haughty turn of mind, and for his great farilin' 
in accommodating himfelf to all times and occafions. 


It 


was a 


great advantage to him that Socrates had a friendfhip for him • 

r . •_ i.___, 5 


manners 


mans 


or 

at 


pride and vanity which he committed in his youth 
firft he profeffed himfelf a friend to the Lacedamoni 


He 


becaufe 

began to work upon the peopl 


. Tho’ 

ans, yet 


that Nicias 


iuftifV 


country 

Soon 


ambafladors coming to Athens, were introduced by 


Nicias into the fenate, where they declared that they were veiled 
with full power to ad juft all differences, and to add fuch new 
claufes to the treaty as might give ample fatisfa&ion to the 
Athenians. • Alcibiades , as the old friend of their nation, invit¬ 
ing them to his houfe in the evening, advifed them not to con- 


~- - - f 

caufe if the 


ieop; 

Am 


vetted with 

circumftance 


unreafonable 


with 
him, in 


friendfhip 


He at the fame time 


oath. Next day, when the ambaffadors were afked b 
the aflembly of the people, whether they had fi 
powers, they anfwered according to agreement, no. Alcibiades 
turning to the people, faid. You fee, my countrymen , what credit 
ought to be given to thefe Lacedaemonians, who deny to you to-day, 
what they folemnly affirmed yejierday to the fenate . He then re- 


The 


Mantineans 
friendfhip of Athens 
lot again hear the 
ice with the Ar 


Nicias in 
vain en¬ 
deavours 


quake happening, the affembly was diflblved. Nicias 


penuaded the affembly 


differences; but he found in that city 


party 


the tran- ing received no fatisfa&ion to his demands, he returned to Athens, 
quillity. when the Athenians, who had in the mean time been influenced 
A league by Alcibiades , concluded an offenfive and defenlive league with 
between the Ar gives, Mantineans, and Eleans, for ioo years. _ Jlcibiades 

ted nimfelf upon his treachery and bafe policy, thinking that 

Sparta 


the Athc~ 


mans 


Ar gives, had provided a means to keep the war at a diftance. 

The following fummer, which was the 13th year fince theiit 
rupture, Alcibiades , who was declared general of the Athenians , 
palled over with a confiderable body of troops into the terri¬ 
tory of Argos, and from thence to Pair re, and endeavoured to 
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jerfuade the inhabitants of both places to build walls to the 

fea that they might fafely receive fuccours from thence. The 

lacedamonians, to prevent the Argives from feizing Epidaurus, 
put a garrifon into it of 300 men, whereupon the Athenians 
brought back the Helots and Mejfentans to Pylus, from whence, 
they had been prevailed upon to remove them. Thus both par¬ 
ties prepared for hostilities ; but no a£tion was undertaken till 
the fummer following, when the Spartans , under their king 
jfps, invaded the territory of Argos . As both parties were The Sf * r - 
aliout to engage, a truce was fuddenly concluded by two of the tans in- 
jlmve generals and the king of Lacedmmon , for which none of V ade the 
them received thanks, but on the contrary, each of them were territory 
extremely ill treated by their refpedive citizens. The Argians 0 f Argos. 
foon after receiving an Athenian reinforcement of 1000 foot and 
joohorfe, renounced the truce. Alcibiades, who ferved as a 
volunteer, perfuaded them to belie ge Orchomenus, and after¬ 
wards Tegea. Agis , king of Sparta , advancing to put a flop to The bat- 
their victories, gave them battle near Mantinea, and after an tleof Man- 
obftinate difpute, gained a. fignal victory. The Eleant and tinea. 
Athenians , however, after this battle, invefted Epidaurus, and Bef. Chr. 
threw up intrenchments round it. During the winter, the La- 417. 
tdamonian party in Argos abolifhed democracy, which had hi¬ 
therto fubfifted in their city, eftablifhed ariftocracy, and entered 
into an alliance with Sparta for 50 years. The following fum¬ 
mer, however, the Athenian party prevailing in Argos, reftored 
democracy, and expelling the Lacedmmonians and the chiefs of 
their faction, they renewed their alliance with the Athenians, 
and began to raife the walls that were neceflary to join their city 
to the lea. The Athenians in the mean time declared war againlfc 
PerdiccaSy king of Macedonia, who they were convinced had 
afted perfidioufly towards them. Thefe,were the events of the 
15th year. 

In the beginning of the next year, Alcibiades came with a 
fleet of 20 fhips into the territories of Argos , and caufed 300 
Argians, fufpedted of favouring the Lacedamonians to be carried 
away. The Athenians then failed to the ifland of Melos , the Aid blade* 
inhabitants of which, after a long fiege, were obliged to fur- reduces 
render at difcretion, when all thofe who were able to bear arms the ifland 
were put to the fword, and the women and children were car- of Melts. 
ried captives to Athens. The Athenians the fame year made fe- 
veral incurfions into the territories of king Perdiccas ; and their 
garrifon at Pylus, likewife, made inroads into Laconia. 

Notwithftanding the unfettled ftate of their affairs, the at¬ 
tention of the Athenians was very fatally engaged to a new ob¬ 
ject Alcibiades had filled them with the hopes, not only of The At her 
conquering Sicily , but of reducing Carthage and Africa. Their mans , 
ailiftance being now folicited by the Egejlans againft the Syracu- from an 
fans, they decreed to fend a fleet and army to Sicily, and gave the ambitious 
•chief command to Niciasj Alcibiades, and Lamachus. While view, a- 
thc neceflary preparations were making, an accident happened gain fend 
'vitich put the, whole city into confufion. The Herm-c, or troops to 

ftatues Sicily. 
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taes of 

Mercury 


Athe its 


A 

hear- 


The fta- ftatues of Mercury , of which there were a multitude in uni 

about the city, were all defaced in one night, and though great 
rewards were offered to an informer, no difcovery of the author- 
defaced at could be made. Some fervants and flaves, indeed, depofe/ 

that a long time before, Alcibiades and fome other young men* 
heated with wine, had ridiculed fome religious mylleries ’ 
day was accordingly fixed for the trial of Alcibiades , who 1 
ing the foldiers declare, that they would leave the fervice if anv 
injury were done him, ventured to' appear to defend himfelt 
when his enemies, that they might the more eafily deftroy him 
in his abfence, prevailed with the people to defer his trial. 

The Athenian forces had not been long in Sicily, when mef- 
fengers arrived from Athens , directing Alcibiades and fome others 
to return and abide their trial, the city being all in an uproar on 
account of the defacing of the Mercuries. Alcibiades and the 
other accufed perfons accordingly embarked : but during the 

1 • n . 1 n M U t y J y - -O ^ 

voyage, learn in 


Alcibiades 
recalled 
from Sici¬ 
ly upon 
an accufa- 

tion of ir- 



. , 0 , „ from the failors that fome fevere refolution 

religion. was taken againff them, they determined not to truft themfelves 

to an enraged and fuperftitious multitude, and took the firft op- 
He flies to portunity of efcaping from their convoy. Alcibiades went to 
Sparta. Sparta , where he was well received, and the following fpring 

perfuaded Agis, the king, to invade Attica. Agis , by his ad¬ 
vice, feized and fortified Decelia , which flood at an equal dif- 
The Athe- tance from Athens and the frontiers of Baeotia. The Athenians 
niam in this year, not only faw themfelves infulted at home, but alfo 
Sicily to- received the melancholy news of the mifearriage of their expe- 
tally cut dition in Sicily , where their generals were cut off, and their 


off. numerous fleet and army totally deftroyed. 

The Athenians for a long time would not believe the report of 
their misfortune in Sicily; but when it could be no longer doubt¬ 
ed of, they grew very angry with thofe who had advifed the 
war, and with fuch as had pretended to publifh prophecies and 
oracles in favour of it. Being alarmed v/ith their danger, they 
took all neceflary meafures for fupporting the dignity of the 
ftate ; committed the adminiftration of affairs to grave and wife 
perfons ; and began to live with frugality at home, and treat their 
confederates better abroad. This condu£t quickly appeared 
very neceflary, for no fooner was the news of their defeat fpread 
Their al- throughout Greece , -when many of their allies began to waver 
lies begin in their fidelity, while the Lacedcemoniam and their confederates 
to waver, prepared to carry on the war with greater vigour than before. 

The Athenians caufed the promontory of Sunium to be fortified 
and wrought with the utmoft diligence to equip a new fleet 
with which preparations ended the 19th year of the Peloponnc- 
fian war. 

In the beginning of the next year, the people of Eubaa, 
Chios , Lejbos , and fome other Hates, gave the Lacedeemonians to 
underftand, that they were ready to quit the party of the Athe¬ 
nians if they would fupport them. ^The Athenians being inform¬ 
ed of the intention of the Chians , fent a fleet to Chios , ad 
obliged them to fit out feven gallics to join the fleet of Athens, 

Tk 


I 
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fh'e Athenians after this, gaining fome advantages at fea, the 
filoponnejians were fome what dilcouraged. Alcibiades, however, Alcibiades 
earneftly preffed them to carry on the war, and perfuaded them perfuades 
to fend him with a fmall fleet to Ionia , where he prevailed with feveral 
feveral cities to declare for the Lacedamonians , who in fome of Ionian 
their enterprifes on that coaft were affifted by the Perftan troops ftates to 
under Ttffaphernes. The Athenians in this extremity ordered revolt 
ioco talents, which had hitherto been referved untouched, to be from the 
laid out in the fervice of the war, for which alfo they made Athenians . 
other great preparations. They fent foon after feveral fquadrons 
to fea, which reduced Lejbos , Clazomene , and other places that 

had revol ted. 

Notwithftanding the fervices that Alcibiades had performed for The Spar- 
the Lacedemonians, yet having difgufted many of their nobles, tans, of- 
and particularly Agis their king, whofe wife he had debauched, fended 
they fent orders to their general to put him to death. Alcibiades with his 
gaining intelligence of their deflgn, retired to Tijfaphernes, and conduft, 
as he had formerly at Sparta aflumed the Lacedemonian manners, attempt 
he now wholly adopted thofe of the Perftans. Tijfaphernes, to put him 
though naturally very haughty and brutal, was fo charmed with to death, 
the complacency and polite addrefs of Alcibiades , that he gave 
himfelf wholly up to him, and flattered him more than he- was 
flattered by him. Alcibiades, to revenge himfelf of the Spartans , 
began to do them ill offices with Tijjapherncs , and advifed him 
that it would be more for the intereft of the king to fupport the 
Athenians. Having brought over Tijfaphernes to his opinion, he He pre¬ 
wrote to fome of the officers of the Athenian army, lying at vails with 
Samos , that he was now treating with the Perftans on their be- Lijfapher- 
half, and that he would procure the Athenians , not only the fa- net to fa¬ 
vour of Tifhphcrnes , but of the great king, and would himfelf vosr the 
return to Athens, on condition they would abolifh the popular Athenians. 
government, becaufe the Perftan king liked not a democracy. 

The propofal of Alcibiades, when it was firft publifhed at The Athc- 
Athcns , by Pifander and other deputies from the army, occa- nians, in 
fioned great difputes among the people. They at length agreed hopes of 
to fend Pifander with ten deputies to treat with Tifaph ernes, procuring 
engaging to veft the fovereignty in the hands of a few, if affiftance, 
the terms offered were reafonable. Before the arrival of abolifh 


the deputies, Tifaphcrnes changed his mind, and as Alcibi- the demo* 
deS 'himfelf had taught him to help always the weaker party, cracy. 
he inclined to affift the Lacedaemonians. Alcibiades perceiving 
this, fet up fuch high demands in the name of the Perftans , that 
the Athenians th”mlelves broke off the treaty, whereby he pre- 
ferved both their friendfhip and that of Tijfaphernes. 

Pifander and his collegues returning to the army at Samos , 
they procured a conmiiffion from them to overturn all the de¬ 
mocratic governments under the dominion of Athens. When 
they came back to the city, they found their party had been 
very bufy in their abfence, partly in cajoling the people, and 
partly in affaffinating thofe who chiefly favoured a democracy. 

Mean while, towards the conclufion of the 20th year of the 


war. 

* 


/ 
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war, Or opus ) a ftrong city on the borders of Bceotia , 
from the Athenians , which made them apprehenfive. 
Ruhteans fhould alfo declare againft them. 


The 


and 


nued, and Pijander the following year, by the advice of one 
Antiphon^ a man of great parts and eloquence, propofedthat 
ten men fhould be chofen with full power to frame, model, and 
alter the laws. Ten men being accordingly nominated, they 
foon after called an affembly of the people without the city, and 
having obtained their confent to the following refolution, name- 
ly, that every Athenian might make fuch propofals as he thought 
govern- fit, without danger from any of the laws, Pijander produced 
ment efta- his fcheme. He propofed, that the old form of government 


A new 


Athens. 


fhould be diflolved 
fhould chufe ioo, and 


fhould become 


and fhould eortfult the 5000 only, when and on fuch matters a$ 
they thought fit. Thus an end was put to the popular govern¬ 
ment of Athens , which was grown Into diflikewith the people. 
The 400 arming themfelves with daggers, and attended by a 
guard of 120 men, entered fuddenly into the fenate houfe, dif- 
folved the old fenate, paid them their falary, and turned them 


out. 


who 


plain of it, were put to death, upon falfe pretexts; but as foon 
as their enemies were removed, the 400 began to rule with great 
The new mildnefs. They fent ambaffadors to Agis y who 1 ay with the 


xnagif- 


army at Decelia 


But Ag 
:d. inm 


trates of- ready to treat 

fer to treat thority w; 
of Deace. gociation with them, advanced with his army againft Mem, 

“ which he hoDed to find in creat confufion. The Athenians , 


received 


was 


crac 


/> 


and 


Thr 


The A.he- The 400, foon after their eftablifhment, fent ten deputies to 

ttian army Samos r to reconcile the army, if poifible, to the revolution, 
declare for This, however, they found impoffible to effect; for the army 
a demo- hearing of their proceedings, were highly incenfed; imme¬ 
diately depofed feveral of their chiefs whom they fufpe<fted, and 
put others into their places, of whom Thrafyllus and Tbrajyhk 
were-the principal, and in higheft credit. At the requeft of 

_ jjybulusy they recalled Aldbiades, who, upon his arrival, 

was declared general with full power. He having reprefented 
to them, that it was neceftary before they let out for Athens that 
he fhould have an interview with Ttjfaphernes ; he went to My 
letnsy and told the Perfian governor that matters were now quite 
changed 5 that it was in the power of the Athenians to be ei¬ 
ther great friends, or very troublefomc enemies to the fubjefts 
of the great king, and ..that whether they fhould be friends or 

enemies depended upon him. , 

When Aid hi ados returned to the army, he ftrenuoufly 


whom 


general. 


ed 


againft the qoo 

tyrants. 
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tyrants. The foldiers having pafled a vote to put the deputies 
from Athens to death, they had prudently flopped at Delos 5 
however, on the motion of Alcibiades^ they were allowed to come 
and deliver their meffage. The army tumultuoufly infilling 
upon failing diredlly to Athens , Alcihtades ftill interpofed; he 
fhewed that if fuch a courfe was taken, all Ionia and the Helle* 
fpont would immediately be loft, fo that if they pretended to be 
true patriots, they ought to remain where they were, and de¬ 
fend the dominions of the ftate. He prevented the deputies 
from being ill-treated, and ordered them to return to Athens , and 
to acquaint the 400 that they were commanded to refign their 
power, and to reftore the fenate they had ejected. As to the 
5000 he faid,- they might retain their authority, provided they 
ufed it with moderation. 

On the return of the deputies to Athens , the confufions and Great 
tumults increafed, the 400 and their adherents, for fear of future confufions 
punifhment, doing their utmoft to retain their, authority, and in Athens» 
the other party labouring to reftore the former government. 

The tyrants fent an embafly to Sparta to treat of peace, in hopes 
of being fupported by that republic, and had even determined, 
as their laft refource, to make a compofition for themfelves, by 
delivering up the city tb the Peloponneftans . The other party, 
however, encouraged by the behaviour of the army, feized the 
chiefs of the 400, who next day aflembled in great confternation 
at the fenate houfe, and fent foriie of their members to appeafe 
the tumults, promifing to fet all things, right. The people with 
difficulty confenting to an accommodation, the commotions 
teafed for fome time, but news arriving that the Peloponneftans 
had defeated their fleet on the coaft of Eubeca , had taken zz 
ffiips out of 36, and funk and difabled the others, and that all 
Eubesa, except Orcu, had revolted, the murmurs of the peo¬ 
ple were renewed. The wife and the unwife gave up all for loft, 
the defeat in Sicily Teeming a fmall thing to this, becaufe they Enhcea re- 
had now neither fleet nor army, and had loft Eubeea , from volts from 
yhence the city had received greater fupplies than from Atticd the Atke- 
itfelf. The flovvnefs of the Spartans , who not knowing their nians. 

Own ftrength, neglected to fail to Athens , where they might have 
put an end to the war, allowing the Athenians time to recover 
from their confternation, they in a fhort fpace equipped a fleet of 
20 gallies, abolifhed the power of the 400 by law, conferred the 
fovereignty on the 5000, and adted in all refpe&s with fueh 
moderation and firmnefs, that Thucydides thinks the common¬ 
wealth never enjoyed fo happy a temperature as at this time. 

Meanwhile the Phenician fleet, which the Lacedemonians ea¬ 
gerly expedited as a reinforcement, arrived at Afpendus , a city of 
Pamphylia ; but Tijfaphernes^ who now inclined to favour the 
Athenians , prevented it from failing any further, and made va¬ 
rious excufes to the Lacedeemonians. Alcibiades hearing that 
yjfaphernes was at Afpendus , failed thither and had feveral con¬ 
ferences with him. During his abfence, an engagement hap¬ 
pened between the Athenian fleet and that of the Peloponneftans ; 

VoL.II, As which 
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This 


The Lace- which laft, though fuperior in number, was entirely del 
damonirms though not without confiderable lofs to the Athenians. 
defeated victory, though dear bought, raifed the hopes of the Athenians , 
at fea by gave new life to their affairs, and faved all Ionia and th t-Helk- 
the Atbe- J'pont. A few days after, the Athenians retook Byzantium , which 

_' \ Alcibiades failing to Haiicarnajfus , obliged the 

inhabitants to pay a large fum of money, and afterwards forti- 


nans 


fied Cos. Thefe 


Athenians 


Eubaa , and at length concluding an honourable peace. 

The A the- In the following year a general engagement happened between 


another 


'cloponnefi 


near Abydos. ‘ Mindaru 


fea. 


the Spartan admiral, commanded 84 games, and was behdes re¬ 
inforced with feveral veflels from Syracufe. The fleet of the 
Athenians was not fo numerous, but they being infpirited by 
their late fuccefles, fcrupled not to engage, and fought with 
great refolution. In the heat of the engagement, Alcibiades ar¬ 
riving with 20 gallies, the Spartans , who at firft believed him 
their friend, no fooner difeovered his flag, than they fled with 
the utmoft precipitation. Mindarus , to fave the remains of his 
fleet from the Athenians , who took 30 gallies, run them into the 


Aft 


the fhore 


*E 


The Eubaans in the mean 


tient. 


joined to conveniently receive fuccours from the Boeotians , joined their 
the comi- ifland to the continent by a mole, in fpite of the rapidity of the 

fea, and the oppofition made to them by Theramenes , the Athe¬ 
nian admiral. Theramenes feeing it impoffible to oppofe their 
defign, failed to Paros and fome other places, which he again 
reduced under the Athenian government. Alcibiades about the 
fame time waiting upon TiJJaphernes with a 1 


relentment 


Lacedeemonians , caufed him to be feized and fent prifoner to 
Sardis. Thirty days after, Alcibiades having found means to get 
a horfe, efcaped from his guards and fled to Clazomene , from 
whence he returned to the fleet, where he was joined by The¬ 
ramenes with his fquadron of 20 fhips, and by Thrafybulus with 
20 other veflels. Hearing that Mindarus , by the afliftance of 
Pharnabazus , had taken Cyzicum by ftorm, he failed diredtly thi¬ 
ther, and dividing his fleet into three fquadrons, appeared with 
the firft, confifting of 40 gallies, before the harbour. The 
Alcibiades Peloponnefians advanced ana. attacked him ; but foon after, the 
gains two two other Athenian fquadrons appearing, they broke their line 
fignal vie- and fled in great confufion to the fhore, lofing many of their 

that were funic nr taken bv the enemv. The Athenians 


tories in fhip^, .. -----, — -- - . 

immediately landing, attacked the Spartans and Perftans , and 
after an obftinate engagement, killed Mindarus 


one day. 


routed his troops, and thofe of Pharnabazus. 


By this double 


victory, the Athenians made themfelves matters of the enemies 

. * ' % /v • 11 .1 n. . _1.!nut 


Hellefpont 


Spartans 


2 


The 
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the 


ii ms, than confternation to the Spartans, who again fent an 
amWflador to Athens to propofe a peace. The people at firft were 

relifh the propofal of the ambaflador, who fhewed 


them that Athens 
than Sparta from 


Cleophi 


man of mean birth, and formerly a flave, who had furreptitioufly The 
got his name inferted in the roll of citizens, inflated them am in 
by a petulant harangue, and engaged them to fend back the am- vain fue 
baflador without ' T ' u — r — L - J - r 


They 


of their conduct, for never afterwards were they- in any con¬ 
dition to refufe peace again. 

In the beginning of the following year the Spartans marched The Spar- 
with an army to the walls of Athens, but were repulfed by Thra- tans reco- 
jjlulus. Soon after, however, to the great regret of the At he- V er Pylus. 
mis , they recovered Pylus. The Megareans not long after fur- 
prifing Niff a, the Athenians fent an army into their territories, 
which gaining an eafy vidlory over their troops, committed hor¬ 
rid devaftations in their country. Mean while Alcibiades, Thra- 
jfbulus, and Theramenes, reduced feveral places on the Hellefpont 
and in Thrace, and among the reft Byzantium, which had again 
revolted. Their conquefts alarming Pharnahazus, he concluded 
a treaty with Alcibiades, and paid a certain fum that the Athenians 
might not commit, hipftilities in his territories. 

In the beginning of the next year, Alcibiades returned at length Alcibiades 
inatriumphant manner to Athens, and brought with him a fleet returns to 

_iT_ *_ _ 1 r 1 l i * r- n .1 ° 1 « 


{hi 


city deftitute 
landed; 


PerjL 


ao uau ntvd UCCU 

The people leaving their 


Old and young blefTed him as he went by j and the 
next day when he made an harangue in the aflembly, they di- 

refted the record of his baniftiment to be thrown into the fea, 
ordered the Eumolpides to abfolve him from the curfes he lay un¬ 
der, and created him general with abfolute power. His natural 
complaifance and condefcenfion to all degrees of people, and 
the care he took of applying the immenfe riches he brought to 
the difcharge of taxes, made the beft of the Athenians ready to 
own that he deferved the honours that were paid him. The 
fa&ous, however, beginning to renew their cabals, he thought 
proper not to delay his departure from the city. He fet fail. 


(hips 


An- 


j W J * J / ---~V/ A UJL4* 

which had revolted. He’was fcarce departed, when Agis, JA* 
king of Sparta, made a bold attempt upon Athens, and in "the makes : 
night even feized a part of the walls ; but the Athenians taking fruitlefs 

tho _ 1 . ii* t i < i» i . • « « O 

attempa 
: return againft 

aim mtceis or mcibiaaes , gave tlie command of their fleet to I-v- n,hp»f- 

■ a ,f» who having an interview with the young Cyrus, 

P revai ! ed u P on to augment the pay of his failors, 

Much animating their courage, he foon after attacked and routed 

Yftrt rS ~ /[ih # n _ . t r. r jn »i • j t r% « 
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thealarm, he was repulfed and obliged to withdraw. 

{he Lacedemonians in the mean time, alarmed at th 


at 
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Lyfande 


of their veffels, and killed Antiochus 


gains an 
advantage 
at fea over 


Lyfander 


Hellefb 


Aid 


The Athenians 


Aldbiades correfponded 


the Athe- with Pbarnabazus and the Lacedeemonians , and blaming him 


mans , 
who de- 


as the caufe of the defeat, ftripped him of his command, and 


pnve 

cibiades 


Al- 


named ten new generals } among whom were Conon, Tbrafy 
bulus , and Pericles , the fon of the famous Pericles. Alcibiadci 


of the 


readily yielded up his command to Conon , but refilling to return 

M f J • r i ».1 1 * /l. * * i -- 

to Athens , 


fhip into Thrace 


com¬ 


mand. fight 


a caftle for his own fecurity, and ere&ed a principality in the 

** • am m • • 


The following year, the Athenians 


the fucceffor of Lyfander , had defeated their fleet, deftroyed 30 
" ' ’ Ihips, ana was befieging Conon in Mitylene , they were 

"all forts of perfons 


greatly alarmed^ 

of their city, who would affift them in the war. By fome re¬ 


inforcements they augmented their fleet, which was ftationed at 


Samos , to 150 fail. 


relieve Mi 


tylene , fell in with the enemies fleet, near equal in number to 
The Athe- their own, at the fouth end of the ifland of Lejbos. 


Next 


mans de¬ 


feat the 


morning 


Spartan 


Spartans 


fleet. 


fhips, the Athenians 


The Lacedeemonian general before Mityl 
Bef. Chr. the 


406 


and Conon being then at liberty, joined the victo¬ 
rious fleet, which returned forthwith to Samos. It might have 


fiege. 


expelled 


grateful to thofe generals who had gained them this vi&ory; but 


the very contrary happened, for hearing that they had not taken 

4 V 1 ^ « I * ^ ^ ^ * ^1 MM ® A ____ _ ^ 


uo the dead bodies of their friends, in order to tneir interment 

11-1 „1 _ ^11 CT*td .. - _' 


they in a great rage recalled them all. Theramenes 


1 



The Athe- 


guilty himfelf. Two 


collegues 


man com 


- to truft the people, fled ; but fix of them returned home 


an 


manders flood their trial, proving that they were hindred by a ftorm 

• - ■* ■’ r 1 r 1 rt * Their 


unjuilly from doing what they were then accufed of negle&ing. 


condemn- defence was to no purpofe, for the people, without law or re* 


iC. 


fon, condemned them all to death. Their 


Thrafyllus , Calliades , Lyfias , Arijl 


and Pericles. They 


and 


Socrates , the celebrated philofopher, who was then a fenator 


1 


oppofing their condemnation. The 


perfifted 


cuted, when the people opened their eyes and perceived th< 


horror of the fentence. Cleoph 


furioufly againft the generals, was killed in a fedition, and Cal 


every one, and 


fhunned 


The year after, Lyfander , the Spartan admiral, taking Pbafi 


Coon after, by the afliftance of the P erf tans, reducing Lfft 
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fans , the Athenian fleet, confifting of .180 ftiips, under CononLyfander 
and other generals, failed thither after him. Lyfander being in- takes TAa- 
ferior in ftrength, declined an engagement, and prudently kept/w and 
himfelf in the harbour of Lampjacus , ordering his men to hold Lampfa- 
themfelves in readinefs to fail upon a moment’s warning. The cus, 
Athenians who were encamped on the European fide, being con- 
fcious of their fuperiority, grew idle and carelefs. They, how¬ 
ever, failed over every day and braved Lyfander , and at their 
return at night came back into their camp, where they amufed • 
themfelves with contriving punifhments for their future prifon- 
ers. Alcibiadesy who refiaed in the neighbourhood, being ama¬ 
zed at the conduct of the Athenians , came to their camp and 
earneftlv befought them to be more vigilant. They rejected 
with intuit his falutary council, and threatened, if he came any 
more, to feize him and fend him to Athens. Lyfander in the 
mean time carefully watched all their motions, by fending fome 
gallies after them when they returned at night. Finding that 
they conftantly left their velfels to amufe themfelves in their 
camp, he at length failed after them in the evening, and before and gains 
they could half man their gallies, gained one of the moll com-a decilive 
plete Victories recorded in hiftory j nine gallies of all the Athe- victory 
nian fleet only efcaping to Cyprus , under the command of Conon. over the 
Lyfander returning in triumph to Lampfacus , put 3000 Athenians , Athenians . 
Whom he had taken prifoners, to death, fparing only Adi’amantus. 

After this execution, he reduced all the maritime cities then Athens be- 
governed by the Athenians , and at length came before Athens , fieged by 
which at the fame time was invefted by land by Agis. The the Pelo- 
Athenians defended themfelves for a long time without demand- ponnefians . 
ing a peace. At laft, being fore prelfed by famine, as the gar- 
rilons of all places reduced by Lyfander had returned to the city, 
they propofed to treat with Agis. This firft propofal had no 
effeft, as the Spartans infilled that they fhould demolilh part of 
their walls. Some time after, Theramenes undertook to treat 
with Lyfander , who after detaining him three months, referred 
him to Sparta , whither, with fome other deputies, he was pre- 
fently fent. The council of the Spartan confederates being 
then fitting, all gave their votes for the utter deftru£Hon of 
Athens , excepting only the Spartans , who declared they would 
not confent to the ruin of that city, which had fo well deferved 
of Greece. On the return of Theramenes , peace was concluded Submits 
on thefe terms: that the long walls and fortifications of the upon moft 
port Ihould be demolilhed j that the Athenians fhould deliver up difadvan- 
all their Ihips, except izj receive all they had banifhed, and tageous 
follow the fortune of the Lacedemonians. 

Lyfander having demolilhed the long walls, and the fortifica- Bef. Chr, 
tions of the Piraum , ellablilhed an oligarchy exprefsly againlt 4°4* 
the will of the people, giving the fupreme power to 30 archons, The 
or rather tyrants, who were all his creatures. Inllead of mak- tyrants 
ing new laws, for which purpofe it was pretended they were no¬ 
minated, they governed without any laws, appointed a fenate 
and magillrates at their will, and to fupport their arbitrary mea- 


term s. 


30 


Aa 3 


fures 
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fures, obtained a garrifon from Lacedamon , upon their prorni/c 

to pay the foidiers regularly. 

They began with punifliing all falfe informers, which was a 
very popular proceeding, ana gave great fatisfaCiion, though it 
was not exa&ly according to the forms of law. They quickly, 

3 however, turned their rage againft the good and innocent, and 

by their injuftice and violence filled the city with the utmoft 
terror, putting more people to death in eight months of peace, 
t Theratiie~ than the enemies had flain in a war of 30 years. ' Tberamenes ] 
nes and one of the 30, declaring againft the excels of violence andcru- 
many elty of his collegues, drew their refentment upon himfelf, and 
others un- was accufed before the fenate by his collegue Critias , a man of 
juftly put an ambitious and blood-thirfty fpirit. Critias perceiving that 
to death, the defence of Tberamenes was heard with filence and approba¬ 
tion, withdrew; but quickly returned with a guard, crying 
out, that Tberamenes' & caufe did not now belong to the cognizance 
of the fenate, as he had ftruck his name out of the 3000 who 
were called the reprefentative of the people, and enjoyed the 
privilege of being tried by the fenate only. Tberamenes , upon 
thefe words, leaping upon the altar, faid, I do not feek reftm 
here , hecaufc I neither expert or defire to efcape death , but that m 
impious authors of my murder , by tearing me from the altar , way 
interejl the gods to bring them to a fpeedyjudgment. Qf all the fe- 
nators, Socrates alone defended Tberamenes, who being dragged 
from the altar, was carried to the place of execution, where he 
drank the poifon with undaunted courage; and putting the 
people in mind with his Iaft breath, that the tyrants might, when 
they pleafed, ftrike their names out of the 3000 as they had 
ftruck out his. Athens becoming a feene of blood, many of the 
Athenians endeavoured to efcape into the territories of their 
neighbours; but the Spartans , with unheard-of cruelty, com¬ 
manded by a public decree, that fuch as fled from the 30 tyrants 
fhould be carried back bound to Athens. 

The Argives and Thebans only had the courage to oppofe this 
decree, and the latter granted their protection to.great numbers 
of Athenians , and among the reft to Ihrafybulus, who boldly re- 
folved to hazard fomething for the relief of his diftrefled coun- 
% hr a flu- try. Though he had only 30 men on whom he could depend, 
lus takes he made an irruption into Attica , and feized a caftle named 
arms a- Phyla , at a fmall diftance from Athens , where his forces were 
gainft the foon augmented to 700 men. Having gained the advantage in 
tyrarts. feveral Ikirmifhes with the Spartan garrifon, his troops daily in- 
He ;'eizq§ created, fo that he was at length able to'make an attempt upon 
the Pyrae- the Pirccum , which he made himfelf matter of, and fortified, 
um. The tyrants endeavoured to expel him from thence, but aftci 

a defperate attack, were repulfed with lofs, Critias , the prefi- 
dent of the 30, being among the flain. When they came tc 
demand the dead from Thrafybulus , he ordered a cryer to re- 
prefent to them, that they ought to look upon him, not as ar 
hnemy, but as a fellow citizen, who had declared war onk 

again*. 
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againft the 30 tyrants, and that they ought to affift him to de- 5 

ftroy them. 

The people, moved by this difcourfe, expelled the tyrants. The tv 
and committed the government to ten men, chofen out of all ran f s e T 
the tribes, who adted little better than their predeceffors, and De lled 
refufing to treat with Thrafybulus , fent to Sparta for fuccours f 
againft him. The 30 who had retired to Eleufma fending alfo 
to Sparta , and complaining that the Athenians had revolted, the 
Lacedemonians immediately refolved to fend an army and fleet 
againft Athens, appointing Lyfander commander in chief, and 
his brother admiral. It was fuppofed that they intended to an¬ 
nex it to their own dominions, and their defign would probably 
have taken effe&, if Paufanias, king of Sparta, envying Ly~ 
fonder, had not obftru&ed it. He procured another army to be 
railed againft the Athenians, and marching with it, pretended to 
befiege the Pyraum , entered into a private correfpondence A peace 
with Thrafybulus, and inftrufted him what terms of peace he concluded 
ftiould afk of the ephori, who were then in his camp. He at between 
length obtained a peace for the Athenians on the following con- ihe S;ar- 
ditions: that all the Athenians fhould be reftored to their houfes tans and 
and privileges, excepting the 30, the 10 who had fucceeded Athenians . 
them, and the 11, who, under the 30, had been governors of 
the Pireeum j that if any were afraid to truft to the accommo¬ 
dation, they fhould have free leave to retire to Eleufma. 

The exiles who retired thither, endeavouring, after the de¬ 
parture of the Spartans , to create new difturbances in the city. The ftate 
Thrafybulus propofed to pafs an adit of oblivion, to be confirmed of Athens 
by an oath. All differences by this means were adjufted, and thorough- 
both parties moft religioufly obferving the agreement they ly refet- 
had made, the ftate was foon thoroughly refettled. This happy tied, 
revolution was chiefly owing to the virtue of Thrafybulus, he 
having rejedted, with difdain, the offers made to him by the 
tyrants, who had privately propofed to him, to admit him into 
their number inftead of Theramenes, and to pardon, at his re- 
queft, any 12 perfons he fhould name (n). 

A little 


(n) Among the great number of 
citizens whom the tyrants inhu¬ 
manly put to death, Alcibiades is 
generally reckoned one. After 
the total defeat of the Athenian 
fleet By Lyfander, Alcibiades 
thought himfelf no longer fafe in 
Thrace , and retired to Bytbinia, and 
afterwards to Phrygia, under the 
proteflion of Pbarnnbazus. The 
30 tyrants fufpefting that the Atbe- 


refolved to deflroy him. Critia;, 
who had formerly been his moft 
intimate friend, urged Lfanderto 
aflafiinate him ; hut the Lacedae¬ 
monian paying no regard to his re- 
monftrances, Cntias procured an 
order for that purpofe to be fent 
to him from Sparta. Lfancier 
not daring to difobey this order, 
communicated it to Pharnabazus, 
in confequence of which a body 
of Perfians furrounded the houfe 
of Alcibiades , and fet it on fire. 

Though 


mans, to be relieved from their op- 

preffion, would apply to Alcibiades, 
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Socrates A little after the popular government was refettled again in 

the philo- Athens , Socrates was condemned and put to death. The oracle 
fopheren of Delphos had declared him the wifeft of mankind, and he had 
vied by for many years diftinguifhed himfelf at Athens as a true philo- 
feveral fopher, by his many excellent fayings, by the freedom with 
Athenians, which he attacked all vice, and by the great purity of his morals. 

He ferved in feveral campaigns as a foldier, and in them all was 
moft remarkable for enduring hardfhips with patience, execut¬ 
ing punctually whatever he was commanded, and complying 
readily with any thing that was defired of him. He refufed to 
meddle at all with matters of ftate, till he grew far ip years, 
and was then elected to the fenate by his tribe, when he be¬ 
haved with an inflexible integrity. His diftinguifhed probity, 
and the Angular attachment of his difciples for his perfop and 
maxims, raifed him a great many enemies; who, however, for 
a long time were afhamed or afraid to difcover their malice, 
During the arbitrary and tyrannical government of the 30, 
he continued to fpeak his mind with great freedom, which gave 
fome offence to the tyrants; who, neverthelefs, fuffered him to 
live becaufe Critias was his intimate friend. He made many fe- 
vere reflexions upon their government, particularly the follow¬ 
ing : “ A herdfman woulcj be very difingenuous, who, in cafe 
the cattle grew worfe, and the herd thinner by his management, 
would not confefs himfelf an ill herdfman; but the governor of 
a city would be yet more difingenuous, if feeing his citizens 
grow worfe and thinner, he fhould not own himfelf an ill go¬ 
vernor.” This fpeech being reported to the tyrants, Critias 
and Char ides fent for him, and forbad him to converfe with any 
man under 30, on pain of having his head placed fomewhere 
celfe than upon his moulders. Soon after, as a trial of his fide¬ 
lity to their government, they ordered him to go with fome 
other perfons whom they named, to feize one Leon, a man of 
rank and fortune, whom they determined to put out of the way, 
that they might enjoy his eftate. This commiffion Socrates 
flatly refufed, and moreover added his reafon for fuch refufal. 



Though he efcaped from the 
flames, yet the barbarians flew 
him with their darts and arrows 
at a diftance. One Timandra, a 
millrefs of his, who then lived 
•with him, wrapped his dead body 
in her own robes, and buried him 
as decently and honourably as fhe 
could, in a town called MeHJf<. 
This is Plutarch's account; but 
Diodorus relates, from the autho¬ 
rity of the hiftorian Ephorus , that 
Alcibiades having difcovered the 
4efign of Cyrus the younger, in¬ 


formed Phen nabacus thereof, and 
defined that he might carry the 
intelligence to the king; but 
Pharnabascvs envying him that 
honour, fent a confident of his 
own to court, and took all the me¬ 
rit to himfelf. AUibiades after¬ 
wards applying to the governor of 
Papblagoniu for letters of credence 
to the king, Pharnabazus hired 
people to murder him. Plat- ‘ n 
vit . Alcib. Died. 1 . 14.. Corn. 

Atkenaus . 
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j pill never, willingly, faid he, ajfift in an unjujfaft* Chericles 
ndied fliarply, Dqjfl thou think , Socrates, to talk always in this 


36 * 


Jle, and not to fujferf Far from it, added he, / exbeft to 
Jufer a thoufand ills, out none Jo great as to do unju/lly. The ty¬ 
rants being fhortly after obliged to turn their thoughts to the 
contriving of means for their own fafety, Socrates thereby efcap- 
ed their refentment. 

The poet Arijlophanes, for what reafon is uncertain, firft en¬ 
deavoured to ruin Socrates, by introducing him in a ridiculous 
light in one of his comedies. Some think Arijlophanes was in- He is ac. 
ftjgated by one Anytus , who had taken a pique againft Socrates , cufed by 
and now, many years after engaged Melitus , a bold young man, Melitus . 
to prefer a complaint againft him to the fenate, in the following 

~ accufeth Socrates, 



violates the law, 
h, but introducing 
tther nm gods. He violates the law, likewife, in corrupting youth : 
fhe pimijbment death. As foon as the conspiracy broke out, the 
friends of Socrates prepared for his defence. Lyjias, the moft 
able orator of his time, brought him an elaborate difcourfe' of 


his own compofing, which Socrates greatly approved of; but 
# the fame time he refufed to make ufe of it, as not fitting for 
him. When the day of trial came on, Melitus opened the pro¬ 
secution with a very poor harangue, in which he was often 


rompted. Havin 
iegan a long an 


ig with much ado got through it, Anyt 
d malicious detail, wherein he was 


us then 
favour¬ 


ably heard, and after him fyco, in a fet rhetorical fpeech, fup- 
ported the accufation. When thefe had done fpeaking, Socrates, 
who had difdained to ufe any of the common artifices for his de¬ 
fence, went up into the orators defk, and juftified himfelf in a 
bold, manly, and generous difcourfe, without any ornament 
but that of truth, and brightened throughout with the character 
and language of innocence. He made his defence with a noble 
intrepid afturance. His air, his a&ion, his countenance ex- 
preffed.nothing of the accufed, but from the freedom and noble- 
nefs with which he fpoke, he rather feemed the mafter of his 

’ 2S, 

ato would alfo have fpoken in his defence, and going up 
into the defk, opened his fpeech thus: Though /, Athenians, 

lace. 


am the youngejl of thofe that come up into this p 


The people 


immediately cried out, of thofe that go down, and without al¬ 
lowing him to fpeak another word, they obliged him to leave 
the defk, then proceeding to vote, Socrates was found guilty by 
a majority of 31 voices. He might, however, have efcaped 
with a fine, which his friends offered to pay for him; but he 
refufed to demand any abatement of the penalty, becaufe that 
would have been to acknowledge himfelf guilty. At length, 
when he was preffed to declare, according to cuftom, what pu- 
mfhment he thought he deferved, he replied. That for his great 

\JbTUi * ' 


Jervtces to his country , he condemned himfelf to he maintained in the 

frytaneum ap the expence of the republic for the rejl of his Ife, 
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He is eon- This anfwer fo much offended the judges, that they condemned 

donned, him to drink the hemlock, and immediately fent him to prifon, 

Apoiiodorus , one of his friends and difciples, then exprefling 
his grief for his dying innocent, Socrates faid to him with ! 
(mile, What , wouldye have had me die guilty ? His friends urged 
him to make his efcape from prifon, and propofed feveral expe¬ 
dients for that purpofe, at which he laughed and faid, Do you 
know any place out of Attica where death never comes f He re¬ 
filled to violate the' laws of his country by breaking prifon, but 
drank the poifon in the prefence of his friends, praying to God 
He death, to make his pallage from this life happy, and (hewing the fame 

calmnefs and relolution in death, for which, throughout his 
life, he had been fo famous. 

His accuf- The Athenians , after the death of Socrates , grew quickly fen. 
ers deteft- fible of the mifchief they had done. Melitus was condemned 
ed by the to die, and feveral others of the accufers were baniflied. Pin- 
Athenians, torch fays, that all thofe concerned in the accufation, were fo 

detefted by the citizens, that they would not fuffer them to light 
fire at their houfes. They would not anfwer them a queftion; 
they would not bathe with them ; and if they were feen to touch 
ever fo large a veflel of water, it was thrown away as impure, 
which drove them into fuch defpair, that many of them killed 
who erett themfelves *. The Athenians , not contented with having pu- 
a ftatue niftied his accufers, caufed a ftatue of brafs to be eredted to him. 
and cha- Their refpedf and gratitude riling even to a religious veneration, 
pel to So- they dedicated a chapel t© him, as to a hero and a demi-godf. 
crates. Notwithftanding the ill ufage, with which the Athenians 

treated their moft worthy patriots, never any city was more be- 
Conon pro- loved by her citizens than Athens. Conon , who fince the mif- 
pof.s to fortune which befel him at the battle of the Hellefpont , had 
reltore the kept himfelf in Cyprus and never ventured home, now conceived 
atfairs of in his mind a mighty projedf, no lefs than the reftoring the 
the Aihe- Athenian ftate to its antient fplendor. With this view he tranf- 
mans. mined a memorial to Artaxerxes, wherein he reprefented the 

great advantage the Perjians would receive by enabling the 
Athenians to check the pride and ambition of the Lacedemonians, 
who, if they once reduced Greece , would prefume to give laws 
to Afia. His memorial was quickly fupported by facts. Two 
Lacedemonian armies, within the compals of a few years, paffed 
over into Afia , where they did great mifchief to the Perfrns , 
and would have done much greater, had not the Perf an king, 
by fending vaft fums of money to Greece , raifed a formidable 
alliance againft the Spartans , who were thereupon obliged to call 

home their troops. 

The Athenians in the mean time having formed a confederacy 
with the Argives and other (fates, entered info a new war againft 
the Lacedemonians, which they purfued with variety of fortune. 


* Plat, in Phaed. Plut. de Invid. & Odio. Xenoph. in Apol* 


Socr, Sc Meraor. f Eiog. p. 116. 
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Canon having been declared admiral of the Perfian fleet, confifl> He is de- 
m of upwards of go fail, attacked that of the Lacedemonians dared ad- 
on the coaft of Cnidos , and gained a complete vi&ory, taking miral of 
. 0 0 f the enemies (hips, and 500 prifoners. In confequence of thcPerfian 
this victory, raoft of the ftates dependant on Lacedcsmon , changed fleet, 
fides, fome voluntarily, and fojne by force. The Lacedemonians Defeats 
having now loft the empire of the fea, Conon the year following the lace * 
failed with part of the fleet to Athens , and in his way thither, damoni- 
brought over the Cyclades , and reduced Cythera. Having landed ans, and 
?reat part of the men from his fleet, and hired many other rebuilds 
Workmen, he immediately fet about re-fortifying the city, the walls 
Many neighbouring cities fent men to aflift in the work, and of Athens. 
t\\tTbebans particularly fent 500 carpenters and mafons. Conon 
foon after fell a facrifice to the refentment of the Lacedemonians, 
who accufmg him to 77 ribazus of employing the king’s money 
in aggrandizing his own country, he was fent for to Sardis and 
imprifoned. What afterwards became of him is uncertain. 

Another great man at this time contributed not a little to the Iphicrates , 
re-eflablifhment of the Athenian affairs. This was Iphicrates , his birth, 
not only the beft officer of Greece in. his days, but one, who in educa¬ 
te knowledge of the art of war, exceeded all who went before tion, &c. 
hinn He carefully ftudied war as a fcience, laid down rules for 
it, and brought things nearer to a certainty than it was ever 
conceived they could have been brought. According to Plu- 
tank, he was the fon of a fhoemaker. The firft exploit by 
which he diftinguifhed himfelf, was in a fea fight, where find¬ 
ing himfelf wounded, and unable to remain on board the ene¬ 
mies {hip, he catched up one of the foldiers in his arms, and 
carried him on board his own, which fhews that he had great 
ftrength of body, as well as mighty prefence of mind. His 
afpeft was wonderfully venerable, and he ftruck with awe all 
thofe who converfed with him. Among his many military regu¬ 
lations, he altered the habit and arms of the Athenian foldiers ; 
inftead of fhort fpears he gave them long ones; inftead of large 
heavy fhields, light bucklers; and inftead of little ftabbing 
(words, weapons of a more ufeful fize. In this war of Corinth, 
as it was called, he many times by his (kill gained advantages 
over troops fuperior in number to his own, and particularly, de¬ 
feated Ageftlaus , who had elfewhere been accuftomed to con¬ 
quer. He always carefully fortified his camp, though in the 
country of his allies; and when one of his officers afked him 
who he was afraid of, he anfwered, I am afraid of being forced 
to ufe that expreffion, which of all others leaft becomes a ge¬ 
neral, I did not think of that . 

While Iphicrates vfz.5 retrieving the honour of the Athenians Thrafibu- 

by land, Thrafybulus failed with a fleet to prevent the defection i us re . 

of the Rhodians ; but finding that fuch an attempt would be fruit- trieves the 

lefs, he failed to the HeUejpont , where he reduced feveral cities, Atfonian 

particularly Byzantium, and Chalcis. He afterwards brought the affairs 

jfland of Lejbos again under the obedience of Athens , and fail- abroad. 

ing a fecond time towards Rhodes , he exacted a fum of money 

from 
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from Afpndus. After it was paid, his foldiers plundering f ome 
of the inhabitants without his knowledge, they were fo much 
He is fur- provoked, that they aflaulted his camp by night, and flew him 
prifed and and a great many of his troops. Thofe who recovered their 

fhips, thought of nothing but returning to Athens. The info. 
Jphicrates Jertce and the misfortunes of the Athenians , having either driven 
fucceeds away or extinguifhed all their great men, they were now forced 

to fupply the place of Thrafybulus with Jphicrates , who joining 
the remains or the fleet with eight gallies, failed towards Abydus 
where he furprifed and flew the Lacedemonian admiral. * 


flain. 


him 


jEg 


Iph 


however, could not prevent the revolt of the 


revolts Mginates, who now declaring tor the Lacedemonians, infefted 

the coafts of Attica. Gorgopas , the Spartan admiral, failing 
Athenians, after the Athenian gallies in the night, when half the crews 


from the 


afhore in Attica 


Mg 


This lofs 


was repaired a little after by Chabrias , the Athenian general, 
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who, in his way to Cyprus , landed fome of his forces in JE 


Mginates 


Mginates and the Spartans 

being 


The 


Spartan 


admiral, named Talentias , prevailing upon 
them to embark with him, at day-break he entered into the Pi- 
reum , where he took feveral gallies and a great number of pri- 


foners. 


of Antal- 
cidas. 

Bef. Ch. 
3 8 7 - 


carried off feveral 
booty ; and like wile taking eight Athenian 
I his fleet to Bo fail, and maintained the d 
r the Lacedemonians. The Spartans, to fet 


poflefled 


{fates 


very dilhonourable to Greece 


The Spartans now hoped to exercife a 
minion over the Grecian ftates. Without 


Thebes , and enabled the Thebans 


tans un- their faction to tyrannize over their countrymen, 400 of whom 
juftlyfeize fled to A thesis, where they were treated "with great humanity 

t 1 • \ r' ir m • .• . - - - -1_-— 

and kmdnefs. 


upon 

Thebes ; 


Thefe 

country, fet on foot a confpiracy in 
afliftance of the Athenians , at length 
The Lacedemonians , however, being 


mans 

cour the 


Thebes , and by the private 
ot pofleffion of the city, 
ill matters of the citadel, 

._ Thebans were apprehenfive left its garrifon fhould herein* 

fuc- forced : but obtaining fuccours from Athens , they made them- 

rrmld hfi relieved. The 



felves 


Thebans. Athenians from this time forward fought to put themfelves at the 

head of a party againft the Spartans, but tne Spartan forces be¬ 
ing as yet much greater than their own, they were obliged to 

diuemble their hatred to that ftate, and alfo to difcountenance 

and punilh thofe orators who imprudently difeovered their en¬ 
mity to Sparta. 

Pelopidas , the Theban general, however, by a ftratagem, pre- 

tans. He 


$ 


Athenians to take arms againft the Spa 


fent 
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f en t an emiffary to Sphodrias , a t Spartan general, encamped at The Spar- 
fhifp'ue, and urged him to make an attempt to feize the Piraum. tan gene- 
Spbodrias thought to have feized the port in the night, but day ral makes 
appearing before he could reach the place, he was obliged to an at- 
return unfuccefsful. The Athenians immediately fent ambaffa- tempt to 
dors with their compliments to Sparta. Before their arrival, furprife 
fybodrias had been cited for his conduct, which was feme fatif- the Fires- 
faftion for the infult, but by the intereft of Agejilaus being ac- um . 
quitted upon his trial, the Athenians inftantly declared war. The Atbe- 
Iphicrates being abfent in the fervice of the king of Perfia, mans de- 
they named Timotheus, Chabrias , and Callijiratus , as their ge- clare war 
nerals. 'Timotheus was the fon of Canon , and was greatly againit 
efteemed on account of his magnanimity and prudence j Cdllif- them. 
tratus was a man of great worth; and Chabrias was reputed one 
of the firft generals of his age. To ftrengthen their confede¬ 
racy, they reftored all the lands .which had been divided among 
their citizens out of Attica , to their ancient proprietors, and 
offered fuch reafonable terms to their allies, particularly th? 
eftablifhing a fenate, compofed of a deputy from, each city, that 
they prefently drew a great number to their fide, and exceed¬ 
ingly alarmed the Lacedcemonians , who fent Agejilaus with a 
powerful army againft the Thebans. Chabrias , who commanded * 
the allies, fuccefsfully oppofed all the defigns of Agejilaus, and 
even prevented Cleombrotus , king of Sparta , from entering 
Beedtia. 


The command of the Athenian fleet being afterwards given to 
Chabrias, he failed againft Naxus, and beheged the capital of The Atbe- 
the ifland. Pollis , the Lacedamonian admiral, attempting to re- tuans de- 
lieve the place, was defeated by him, with the lofs of 32 gal-feat the 
lies, eight of which were taken with all their men. The Athe- Lace da¬ 
mns by this naval vi&ory, which was the firft they had acquir- monians at 
ed fince the Peloponnefian war, recovered their reputation at fea. fea. 
Chabrias being foon after aflaflinated at Abdera, which city he 
had delivered from the tyranny of the Thracians, the Athe¬ 
nians fent Tmotheus to fupply his place. Timotheus by his elo¬ 
quence, affability, and juftice, prevailed on many of the Lace¬ 
damonian allies to forfake them. By his great fkill in mari- A fecond 
time affairs, he gained a victory over the Spartans at Leucades , viftory 
and was in general fo fuccefsful, that his enemies envying his gained by 
glory, painted him fleeping, with the goddefs Fortune at his feet the Athe- 
taking towns in nets for him. The Athenians and Lacedcemo- nians. 
vians at length being weary of the war, which they perceived A peace 
only ferved to aggrandize the TJoebans, concluded a peace at the betwixt 
interceffion of Artaxerxes, upon this condition, that all cities them and 
fhould be free. The Thebans abfolutely refufed to agree to this the Lace- 

treaty* damoni* 

Iphicrates about this time quitting the Perftan fervice, the tins. 
Perftans charged him with mighty crimes, and earneftly defired Bef. Chr 
the Athenians to punifh him. They anfwered that he mould be 371. 
punifhed when he was proved guilty. In the mean time having 
occalion for his fervices, they made him admiral of their fleet. 

Difputes, 
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Ijifputes arifing in the Greek cities, that were declared free 
about the form of government, the Lacedestnonians , notwith- 
ftanding the peace, affifted, to the utmoft of their power, fuch 
as were for oligarchy, while the Athenians endeavoured every 
where to fupport the democratic government. Menejiptus the 


as were ioi img«ueiiy) wnuc ule Jiiuzmunz tiiucavuurca CVCrv 

where to fupport the democratic government. Menejippus , the 

Lacedamonian general, blocked up the Corcyrans , who begging 
the afliftance of the Athenians , they ordered Thnotheus and Iphi- 
crates to fail to their relief. Thefe generals, however, finding 
it neceffary to fail firft to. Thrace , the Athenians condemned 
them both, but reftoring them afterwards to their command, 
they failed to Corcyra, from whence they expelled the Lacede¬ 
monians. Artaxerxes ft ill labouring to reconcile the Grecian 
Rates, the Athenians and Lacedamomans again renewed the peace 
upon the old terms, which were rejected by the Thebans , who 
from the fuccefs of their arms, under Pelopidas , and Epamiwn- 
das , began to afpire at extending their dominion. 

The Athenians , on the other hand, perceiving that they were 
become very xnconfiderable, endeavoured to firehgthen them- 
felves, by propofing a general alliance, offenfive and defenfive, 
which was readily agreed to by all, except the Eleans and The- 
The Atbe- bans. A new war breaking out between the Thebans and the 
Mam fuc- Spartans , the latter were obliged to afk the afliftance of the 
cour the Athenians , who fent Iphicrates to them with fome troops. Soon 
Spartans after they fent Chares to the afliftance of Phliacians ajpirift the 


cour the 

Spartans 

againft Argives, who were twice defeated by that general. The Athe¬ 
ne ‘The- nians being now forced to temporize, and to take fuch oppor- 
lam. tunities as the times offered for maintaining themfelves in any 

degree of power, entered into a ftrift league with the Arcadians. 
and enter Some commotions happening foon after in Arcadia, the Athe- 
into an nians fent an army thither, under the command of Pamments , 
alliance who performed what he was fent for, and returned home with 

with the honour. 

Arcadians * The Athenians afterwards oppofed the defigns of Alexander, 

tyrant of Pharea, againft the Cyclades, but fome of their gal- 
lies being taken by the enemy; they condemned their general, 
Leojlhenes, and fent Chares with a fleet into thofe parts, who, 
by his ill management, greatly encreafed the difafters of the 
republic, plundering the confederates, delaying any attempts 
upon the enemy, creating feditions where-ever he came, and 
feeming to have nothing in view but to enrich himfelf*. 

About the fame time a rupture happened between the Athenians 
and Philip, king of Macedon , who was very deftrous of making 
himfelf mafter of their colonies in Thrace and Macedon . As 
Philip's power was not then well eftablifhed, he readily confent- 
Thefocial ed to an accommodation. The Athenians were quickly after en- 
war. gaged in a more dangerous war $ the Chians, Rhodians, Coans , 
Bef. Ch. anti Byzantines, who had hitherto been their allies, now entering 


Argives, who were twice defeated by that general. 


war. 
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them. On the fir 






■.♦A a confederacy againft them. 

, It the Athenians fent Chares with a land army to behege Chios, 

V iile Chabrias was to block up the place by fea. Chabrias 
broke in with his galley into the port, but the other gallies, 
f raid t0 follow him, he Was {unrounded by the enemy and cut 
jf ’ This firii attempt having mifcarried, the Athenians, rein- 
f reed their fleet with 60 gallies, under Timotheus and Iphicrates. 

The confederates in the mean time fitting out a fleet of too gat- The con- 
lies ravaged feveral iflands belonging to the Athenians , where federates 
hev made a great booty, and at lait inverted Samos. The Aihe- befiege 
mans obliged them to abandon this defign by laying fiege to By- Samos, 
mtium. They failed with their whole fleet to the relief of this and the 
and when they, came before theport, offered the Athenians Athenians. 
. Knf a erreat {form arifine. Tit 


tattle. 
fiifed to fight. 


\anti- 


though 


fereht opinion, and fending to Athens, and accufing his collegues, 
the people were fo incenfed againft them, that they cafhiered and 
fined them. Timotheus being unable to pay his muhft, did not 


return 


to his country, but retiring to Chelos, broke his heart 
hhicrates at his trial, polled round the place where the judges 
afembled, a number of young men armed with poinards, and 
being afterwards reproached with fo violent a proceeding, by 


Chares havin 
an arduous 


if having made 
i doing Jo for in 




fie 

fliccefsfully f 


rafhly 


Having received g 
volted from the P< 


ig now noDoay to uiclr. mm, . ^ „ 

ffajr, probably from views of perfonal intereft. conduct of 

reat promifes from Pbarnabazus , who had re- Chares. 

_ . «. t 1 r* * % 


of 30,000 men 


_ rftan king, and was then befieged by an army 
he failed to his afiiftance, and enabled him to¬ 


tally to rout the king’s generals, 
of this victory. 


The Ath 


Chares ; but the Perftan king 

complaining loudly of their violation of the amity fubfifting be-, 
tween them, and threatening to aflift the allies with a fleet of 
300 fail, they then treated Chares as a traitor, and in their nrft 
transports of fear refolved to make peace with the ftatesthatA peace ^ 
had revolted from them, almoft upon their own terms. Peace concluded 
was accordingly concluded, though little to the honour of the with the 

Athenians , after the war had lafted four years. . * ' cs ‘, 

The fame year that this peace was concluded, the Phocian cet.cn. 

war broke out, which, as we have formerly related, was owing ' ,C/I 
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fuppofed facrilege 
Jands dedicated to the , 
even feized the temple. 


nple of the Delphic Apollo , and had war 

To fupport themfelves againft their againft 

the Pho- the Pbo- 


neighbours, who had taken up arms againft them, 
cions, by making ufe of the riches of the temple. 


prevailed cians 


with the Athenians and 


During the war, which lafted ten years, the _ Athenians lent o are 

the Phocian commanders large fupplies, at one time no lefs than fupporte 

5000 foot and 300 horfe. As their zeal for the Phoctans was y t ie 

chiefly owing to the large pay which their troops received, Athenians, 

1 » 
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the Athenians were highly cenfured for their conduct. The 
money expended on this occafion, being raifed either by th< 
coinage or fale of the dedicated things in the temple of Delphos, 
it was confidered as a facrilege to receive any part of it, efpe! 
dally for defending the robbers. The Athenians , however 
made no hefitation of accepting the pay of the Phocians , which 
may be looked upon as a certain fign of their degeneracy and 
corruotion, as it has always been accounted fo, when people 
lofe all fenfe of religion, and openly affront thofe powers the? 
pretend to worfhip. The Phocian chiefs had nothing elfe to 
fupport their caufe but money, and that they parted with it 
very freely may be conje&ured from Diodorus and Plutarch 
who tell us, that in a few years they 1 fquandered 10,000 talents! 
Philip , which falls little fhort of two millions of our money. Philip, 

king of king of Macedon , wanted to intereft hiiiifelf in this war, but 
Macedotty Demojlhenes , the famous orator, who perceived his ambitious 
wants to defigns, warned the Athenians to guard againft him. They ac- 
engage cordingly feized the ftraits of Thermopylce , and prevented him 
in this from advancing. 

Demojlhenes was the fon of art eminent Athenian , who had 


war. 


&c. 


Demojlhe- raifed a great fortune from the manufacture of fword blades. 
nes, his He feemed leaft of all defigned for an orator j hisperfonwas 
birth,edu- far from being handfome, his tongue was too large, his voice 
cation, weak and broken, and his gefture very uncouth. His father 

dying when he was young, and his own conftitution being 
weak, his mother indulged him to the prejudice of his edu¬ 
cation, and his guardians taking the advantage of his tender 
years, impofed on him to the prejudice of his fortune. Thefe 
unforefeen accidents led him to commence orator. The firft 
eflay of his eloquence was againft his guardians, whom he 
obliged to refund a part of his fortune. Encouraged by this 
fuccefs, he attempted, when of a proper age, to harangue the 


people, but being hided by the whole audience, he retired 


greatly difeouraged. The advice of his friends, however, and 
his paffion for becoming an orator, enabled him to get the 
better of nature and of the people. To render his tongue 
flexible, he accuftomed himfelf to fpeak with fmall pebbles in 
his mouth. To raife his voice to a proper pitch, he declaimed 
on the fea fhore 5 and to reprefs a habit he had got of drug¬ 
ging up his fhoulders, he hung a drawn fword in his chamber 
fuch 




a 


manner, that when he pra&ifed his orations, it 
pricked his fhoulders whenever he pulled them up. At length 
by patience, long ftudy and pra&ice, he acquired a man¬ 
ly folid eloquence, being fuperior, not only to his cotempo¬ 
raries, but excelling alio all that went before, and all that came 
after him. He reproached his countrymen with their fickle- 
nefs, faithleffnefs, and want of true regard for the public in* 
tereft. He exclaimed againft their vanity, in attributing to 
themfelves the merit of their anceftors, and fancying that the 
reputation of the ancient Athenians would fupport the vices ol 
their pofterity.- He exhorted them to live always on good, term: 

with 
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or indeed in his will to conquer them ; but on the contrary it 
was his intereft to preferve them from being conquered. * 

Above all he cautioned them agaihft the ambition and grow- He eau 
ing power of Philip, who, after he was repujfed from Thermo - tions the 
fit*, turned his arms againft the Olynthians , allies of the Aihc- Athenians, 
mans, in JVLaccdonia. Dctnojlpenes, by warmly efpoufing the againft the 
caufe of the Olynthians , prevailed on the Athenians to fend them ambition' 
fuccours. Thefe, however, being chiefly mercenaries, the off hi/ip. 
Olynthians , who were befieged in their city, obtained a fecond 
reinforcement of 2000 foot and 300 horfe, under the command 
of Chares, a man of great vices and fmall abilities. The Athe¬ 
nians vainly thinking that they had aefted with great fpirit aeainft 

rw _ 1 J_^ ^ _1 1 0 r ~ 


Philip 


Demojlh 


own territories, fo that the Olynthians were quickly reduced and 
their city deftroyed. 

Philip then took feveral places belonging to the Athenians in Philip 
Thrace-, neverthelefs, by the intereft of his friends in Athens ,concludes 
he prevailed on the Athenians to conclude a peace with him. a peace 
This was the eafier accomplilhed, becaufe Phocion, the wor-with the 
thieft man in the republic, did not oppofe Philip. Phocion was Athenians , 
a moil diflntcrefted patriot, and therefore could have no great 
affedtion for Philip. He neverthelefs advifed his countrymen 
to cultivate his friendlhip, for fince they would not be at the 
head of Greece themfelves, it would be their intereft, he faid, 
to be on good terms with that power who would be fo. He 
was both a great general and a great ftatefman, but he was fo 
modeft, that he never fought commands, nor did he ever pro¬ 
mote wars, that he might raife his authority by them. He was 
of a mild temper, delivered himfelf in few plain and fignificant 
words, and lived and died poor. 

The peace was no fooner concluded with the Athenians , than He pafles 
Philip fuddenly palled Thennopyhv , and entering Phocis , put an Themopy- 
end to the facred war. Some time after, making an attempt l#, and 
upon Byzantium, the Athenians difpatched Chares thither with a puts an 
good fleet, but the Byzantines knowing him to be no better than end to the 
apyrate with a commiffion, refuted to let him enter their bar- Phocic.it 
hour. The Athenians looked upon this as a great infultj but war. 
Phocion riling up in the alTembly, and faying. My majlsrs , you 
ought not fo much to blame the jcalcufy of your allies , as the hafe be¬ 
haviour of your generals, who have rendered you fufpeHled, even to 
ihofe who are unable to fupport themfelves without your ajji/l 


ance : 
Chares. 
and 


the walls. 


He 


hout Phocion 


Phocion was admitted by the Byzantines into their harbour, 
into their city with joy, though he offered to encamp wit 

quickly obliged Philip to return to his own do- obliges 
minions, took many of his mips, recovered feveral places into PhTp 

is, and exceedingly harrafled the fron-raife the 
tiers of his kingdom. Phocion , fome time after Ins return, per- ft - J ge of 
fuaded the Athenians to fend fuccours to th 
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marching thither at the head of the troops, he caufed the long 
walls to be rebuilt, which joined the city to its port Nicaa 
and thereby effeCfually fecured Megara to the Athenians . Soon 
after, he expelled Philip from Eubcea , where, encouraged by 
feme of the factions, he attempted to eftablifh his authority. 
Philip , by his great power, and by his large bribes, had now a 
great number of partizans in all the confiderable ftates of Greece 
who were always ready to excufe or fupport his ufurpations. 
Encouraged by the want of union and inactivity of the ftates, 
he boldly ventured into Greece , and while the Greeks expedted 
he would fall upon the Locrians , who had committed fome facri- 
Tciltp fur- legious a&, he feized Elaiea , a great city in Phocis , on the river 
prifes Ela- Cephifus , where he aflembled a powerful army. The Athenians 

were now {truck with confirmation, but Demcjlhcnes having 
prevailed with the Thebans to join with them, they refolved to 
oppofe Philip by arms. Phocion exprefled a diflike to the war, 
and a doubtfulnefs of its event, and even propofed the renew¬ 
ing of the peace with Philip ; when an Athenian of a very bad 
charaCter cried out, Darejl thou , Phocion, think of dijfmdim 
the Athenians from the zvar now the f 'word is drawn. Yes, I 
dare , returned he, though I know that in time of zvar I Jhall 
alzvays be thy mafer , whereas in peace thou perhaps ?nay be mine. 

The event {hewed how juft a notion Phocion had of things; 
for Philip coming down at laft with an army of 30,000 foot and 
anc. The- Z o00 horfe, totally defeated the Athenians and Thebans at Cha- 
ktitrs at ronea. Demofhenes aCted very unbecomingly in this battle; for 
Cheronea. ] le deferted his poft, and was one of the firft that fled. It is 

even faid, that a ftake or a bramble catching hold of his robe, 
he not doubting but it was an enemy, cried out. Spare my life. 
More than rooo Athenians were left dead upon the field of bat¬ 
tle, and above 2000 were taken prifoners. 

His inde- Philips after the viCfory could not contain his joy, for he 
cent be- danced about like one diftra&ed, and coming up to the band of 
haviour Athenian prifoners, treated them with feoffs and ill language, 
at er the Demades , who was one of them, could not help reproving him, 


defeats the 

Athenians 


victory. O Philip, faid he, ftnee fortune has affigned you the part of Aga¬ 
memnon, why zvill you play Therfites. Philip blufhing at this 
fpeech, ordered Demades and the reft of the Athenian captives 
to be releafed, and even fent them their baggage, though when 
they demanded it, he faid laughing, I believe tbofe people dull 
He is de- think we beat them in earncfl. . After the battle of Cbesronea , 
dared ge- Philip was declared generaliflimo of the Greeks againft the Per- 
neralilli- fans , in a general aflembly of the Greek ftates which he had 
mo of the convoked. The Athenians , contrary to the advice of Phocion , 

inflfted that their deputies Ihould be admitted to the aflembly; 
but when by this rafli ftep they found themfelves obliged to tur- 
n;(h the king with a body of horfe and a ftjuadron of {hips for 
his A fa tic expedition, they repented their meddling at all, and 
feemed inclined to 
able ; but Phocion re; 


(j 'seeks. 


reful'e to comply with articles fo diflionout- 
■eprefenring to them, that they ought to imi¬ 
tate their anccftors, and lint their behaviour to djur fortune, 
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they thought proper to agree to them. Philip being foon after Heismur- 
murdered, Demojtbenes and many other Athenians made great d-red. 
rejoicings, and appeared in public with chaplets of flowers, for 
which they were reprehended by Phocion ■, who bid them re¬ 
member, That the army which beat them at Chaeronea was leffened 

kt by one. 

This reproof, however grave, however poignant, had little 
effeft; for the people not only railed at the deceafed Philip , but 
treated his fon, Alexander , with contempt, representing him as 
2 giddy wrong-headed boy, ready to grafp all things in his ima¬ 
gination, and able to perform nothing. They entered into a The Athe- 
confederacy with the other ftates, not only for depriving him of titans and 
the command of Greece , but even of his hereditary dominions, other 
They like wife treated with Attains, Alexander’s uncle, who Greek 
afpired to the kingdom, to favour his pretenfions. Alexander ftatesform 
however, returning with his army from Illyricum , procured him- aconfede- 
felf to be declared general of Greece , in the council of the Am- racy 
finely on s , and then marching againft Thebes, facked and plan- agair.il 
dered it, which ftruck fuch a terror into the other Greek Hates, ^lex an - 
that they all fubmitted, and in a general afiembly at Corinth, der , 
declared him generatiffimo. After the deftru&ion of Thebes , who takes 
the Athenians were fo terrified, that they made themfelves ridi- and de- 
culous, for they fent to compliment the king on his fafe return (troys 
from his expedition againft the barbarians. Alexander took all Thebes, 
in good part, only he required the citizens to deliver ud to him and 
ten orators, who he fuppofed had been the authors of all the pardons 
mifehiefs that had lately happened in Greece. Demades, whom the Aihe„ 
Alexander had honoured with his friendfhip, interceded for them, niavs. 
and was fo fuccefsful as to pacify the king, who at laft only in¬ 
filled that Charidemus fhould banifh himfeif. 

Upon the death of Alexander , all Greece was again in com¬ 
motion. The orators unanimoufly concurring in prompting the 
people to make war, it was at length agreed by a great ma~ The Athe- 
jority, that the Athenians fhould take upon them the "defence of niems and 
the common liberty; fhould fit out a fleet of 24.0 fail; and other 
that all men under 40 years of age fhould take up arms. Lsof- Greeks 
tknes being appointed commander, drew together a very fine throw off 
army, and marched againft the Macedonians. He defeated An- the yoke 

governor of Maccdon , who having fent to Crater us in of the 
Cilicia for fuccours, had marched into Thejjhly with 13,000 foot Macedo- 
and 600 horfe. After the battle, Antipater fortified himfeif in niavs, and 
Lamia, a city of Thefjaly, with 8 or 9000 men. Leofihcnes being defeat An~ 
unfortunately killed in the fiege, Antiphalus was chofen general, tipster. 

He allowed Antipater to efcape from Lamia, but foon after rout¬ 
ed the Macedonians under Leonatus. This victory proved their 
ruin; for beginning to flight the enemy, many of them returned 
home, fo that Antipater being reinforced with the remains of 
Leonatus’ s army, and joined alfo by Crater us, at length gained 
a victory over the confederates. Though 500 men were only 
“ ain in this action, yet the allies were fo difpirited, that .they 
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Antip 


The Athe¬ 


nians being thus deferted, fent Phocion , with fome other dcp U - 
ties, to Cadmca , where Anti pater was encamped, to treat of 

A treaty was accordingly concluded, or rather Antipater 


peace 


for peace, raiftng 


Hvperides fliould 


Athenians 


fliould 


Tiemofi he¬ 
ws fhes 
from 
Athens, 
and 


fhould be admitted into Manichia j that the Athenians fhould 
defray the expences of the war, andfubmit to fome other taxes. 

Xcnocrates , who was one of the deputies, faid, the terms were 
very moderate for flaves, but extremely fevere for freemen. 

Demojrbencs, Hyperides , and fome others, that they might 
not be delivered to Antipater , fled from Athens . One Archies , a 
player, undertook to Antipater to find them out, and having 
received fome Thracian troops from him, he found Hyperides 
2nd two other orators in the temple of Ajax at JEgina, He 
dragged them from their afylum, and fent them to Antipater , 
who caufed them to be put to death. Arckias having found De- 
mojihenes in the temple of Neptune , in the little ifland of Co- 
lauria , would fain have perfuaded him to go with him to Anti - 

J n 1 r I S~\ a 1 # T , 


pater . D anojll. 


O Archias, I was never much 


poifcns 

himfelf. 


pleafed ivith you as a player , c 

you as a negotiator. Arckias beginning at this to be angry and 
to threaten him, Demojthencs tie fired him to forbear a little till 
he fliould write a word or two home to his family. Then re¬ 
tiring a little, he took fome poifon which he had in a paper, 
which occafioned his death before he left the temple. The 
Athenians , foon after this event, erefped a ftatue of brafs to his 
memory, as a teftimonial of their gratitude and efteem, and 
made a decree that the deleft branch of his family fliould be 
brought up in the Prytaneurn at the public expence, from gene¬ 
ration to generation. 

The Macedonian garrifon being fettled in Athens , upwards of 
12000 of the lower citizens were disfranchifed by one of the 
ftipulations of the treaty. Many of thefe going into Thrace, 
Antipater afligned them a place to build a city, and lands tocul- 
fituatiou tivate. In the mean time political affairs were managed by men 

of their of the better fort, and efpecially by Phocion , who was in very 


The Athe¬ 
nians dif- 
fatisiied 
with th 


affairs. 


Antip at 


Pie was for 
ith the times, 


proceeding ftill on his old maxim, of complying wi 
and making no attempts beyond the reach of their power. The 
Athenians , however, not fenfibie of the happinefs of their pre- 
fent condition, which was more for their advantage than the 
licentious exercife of their liberty, prevailed on Demades, the 
orator, who had been greatly favoured by Antipater , to apply 
to that general to have the garrifon removed. Demadcs was aj 


Thai he had two jr tenets at Athens, rnocion and iJemaues, tu 
former a nictn who would receive no fatisfadlion for the fervices 
did hint, and the latter vjho would never be Jatisfed bow nwca 
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kver he received. While Demades was foliciting the call of the 
garrifon, he correfponded with Perdiccas , Antipater’s mortal 
enemy, endeavouring to perfuade him to invade Macedonia and 
Greece, and to aflume the government of them himfelf. Anti- 
fater difcovering this correfpondence, inftead of withdrawing 
the garrifon, put Demades and his fon to death. 

Not long after. Antipater himfelf dying, two fa&ions fprung Caffander 
up in Macedonia , the one headed by Antipater’s fon, Caffander , f e j^ es 

and the other by Polyperchon , who had the cuftody of the per- Athens. 
ions of the kings. As the forces were chiefly attached to Caf- g e f. chr. 
jander , Polyperchon endeavoured to fecure the favour of the jjS. 
Greek cities, and publifhed a decree in the king’s name, reftor- i 
ing them all to their freedom, particularly Athens j directing the 
garrifon immediately to withdraw from thence, and ordering the 
democracy to be reftored. Nicanor , who commanded the gar¬ 
rifon for Caffander , paid no regard to this degree. Phocion like- 
wife feeing no likelihood that a bare decree, unfupported with 
arms, would have any any great efFe&, flill correfponded with 
Nicanor , for which the people who had turned licentious, upon 
the notion of recovering their liberty, accufed him of being an 
enemy to his country. 

Polyperchon , not long after, coming with a great army to the Phocion 
borders of Attica , Phocion and feveral others were fent as pri- accufed, 
foners to him j but he profefling to keep up to the terms of his 
decree, fent them back chained in carts, with this meflage. 

That though he was convinced they were traitors , yet he left them to 
be judged by the Athenians as a free people. Upon their return to 
Athens , the people allembled, and in a clamorous and furious 
manner, condcmed them all to die. Some even moved, that Con- 
Phpcion might be tortured before he was put to death: nay, demned 
they were for bringing the rack into the aflembly, and torturing and put to 
him there; but this was oppofed by the majority. As he was death, 
going to die, a perfon who was his intimate friend, afked him if 
he had any meflage for his fon. Yes, replied Phocion, tell him 
it is my lajl command , that he forget how ill the Athenians treated 
hisfather. 

His death did not even fatiate the fpiteful malice of his 
enemies, who pafled a decree, banifhing his corpfe from At- 
tica, and forbidding any Athenian to furnifh fire for his funeral 
pile. ^ One Canopian took up the corpfe and carried it beyond 
Elcitjina , where he borrowed fome fire of a Megarian woman, 
and burned it. The Athenians very foon after began to repent The ho¬ 
of their rafhnefs and ingratitude, and remembring the many nours af- 
kindnefles they had received from Phocion , they decreed him ter ward s 
aftatue of brafs, ordered his bones to be brought back at the paid to 
public expence, and that his accufers fhould be put to death, him. 
Agnonides , who was principally concerned, fuffered ; and Epi- J 

earns and Detnopbilus , who were his aflbeiates and fled, were 
put to death by Phocion’ s fon, who had but a very fmall fhare 
of his father’s abilities, and none at all of his virtues, 
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The Athenians , for their attachment to Poly per chon, were foon 
after befieged by Cajj'ander , who forced them to fubmit to thefe 
terms; that he fhould leave a garrifon in the fort, and appoint 
fome Athenian to prefide over the city. He accordingly con- 
Demelrivs ferred the office of governor upon Demetrius P haler eus, a de- 
Pbaler eus fcendant of Canon , and very wealthy, yet more diftinguifhed 
appointed by his virtue than his birth or fortune. He treated the Athenians 
governor with the utmoft kindnefs, and employed that power, which he 
of Wthms might eafily have improved into tyranny, to do thofe things for 

them, which their fa&ions had hitherto hindered them from 
doing for themfelves. He encreafed their public revenues, beau¬ 
tified their city with many magnificent ftru&ures, and in every 
other refpedf gave fuch fignal teftimonies of his tender affe&ion 
for them, that the Athenians fet up no lefs than 300 ftatues to 
his honour. Neverthelefs, they fecretly hated him, becaufe he 


Demetrius 


depofe him at their pleafure. 

At 


Caffander 


Poliorcetcs metrius Poliorcetcs , having refolved to free Greece from the yoke 

7 ~ rr* r •__».. 4 _ _J---- — 'Ll.. 1 


frees 
Athens. 


Demetrius 


fomeit, and braveft man of his time, failed into the Pyreum 
Bef. Ch. with a considerable fleet, having got free accefs by hoifting falfe 
306. colours. The Athenians perceiving their mift&ke, immediately 

ran to arms; but he caufing proclamation to be made, that he 
was come to free them from the oppreffion of Cajj'ander % and to 
reftore to them their ancient laws and government, they wel- 
rnmed him with fhouts and acclamations. Demetrius Phalerm 


was 


The 


however, at his requeft, granted him a guard, and allowed him 


’Thebes 


Having driven the garrifon of Ca£ 


from Megara, and alfo taken Muni chi a by aflault, Demetrius 
entered Athens at the defire of the people, in great pomp, and 
in a general aflembly declared, that he not only reftored their 
former popular government, but would prevail on his father to 
beftow on them (5000 mcafures of wheat, and timber fufficient 
to build 100 gailies for the defence of the city, 
rhe bafe The Athenians , as a return for thefe favours, condefcended 

not only conferred on Antigoms 
:inrrs. but alfo {tiled them tutelar 


i. --. ’ - -7 - - 

flattery of to the bafeft flattery. They 


3}ians 


_ Den „ . 

deities, and appointed a prieft to them, ordering the year to be 
defigned by the name of the prieft. They caufcd the portraits 
of Antigonus and Demetrius to be placed among the number of 
their gods, and to tlie ten tribes added two others, which they 
called Amigonides and Demetriades. A decree was alfo puffed, 
that as often as they font ambafladors to Antigonus and Deme¬ 
trius, they ihould be ftiled ambafladors of the gods. At the 
and their fame time this degenerate people, by another decree, adjudged 


jngi ati- 

■tude to 




down, and even fent perl'ons to execute, as far as in them lay, 


endeavourin 


Pbalereus, 


The 
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The effe&s of the democratic government quickly appeared, 
and accufations and condemnations became very frequent. A 
decree was alfo publifhed, that no philofophers fhould teach, 
unlefs licenced by the fenate and people; in confequence of 
which, many philofophers, particularly Theophraftus , the fuc- 
ceffor of Artjlotle , broke up their fchools. Soon after, how¬ 
ever, this decree was refeinded, and the philofophers were re¬ 
called. ... 

Demetrius in the mean time being engaged in the fiege of A hem be- 
Rhodes , Cajfander entered Greece with a powerful army, and fieged by 
many cities revolting to him, he entered Attica , and befieged Cajfander , 
Mens. Demetrius Tpeedily returned to the relief of the At he- butreliev- 
riians, and obliging Cajfander to raife the fiege, he ftript him in ed by De- 
a very fhort time of all his conquefts. He then put various ci- metritis . 
ties under the power of the Athenians , and multiplied his good 
offices, asifhe meant to overwhelm them with benefits. They, 
on the other hand, degraded themfelves by the bafeft and moft 
fervile flattery. They afligned Demetrius lodgings behind the 
temple of Minerva , in the apartments of the virgins, devoted 
to her fervice, which was a fcandalous infult on religion, as De¬ 
metrius was remarkably intemperate with refpedt to women. 

Their fervility feems to have had no bounds; for when De- The At he- 
metrius defired, in the month of March, to be admitted into the nians flac- 
myfteries of Ceres , they decreed that month to be November , ter him in 
which was the time when novices were admitted to the leffer a moft bafe 
myfteries. When the initiating ceremonies were over, they manner, 
again decreed the fame month to be Auguji , which was the 
time of admifiion into the greater myfteries. Demetrius was 
accordingly gratified by fuch bafe compliances, which Philip - 
tides, the comedian, could not help ftigmatizing in the follow¬ 
ing diftich : 

What miracles, by flattery wrought, are here. 

Which, in one month, have crowded all the year! 


Demetrius was foon after obliged to quit Greece , and proceed 
to Afia, to affifthis father againft the other fucceffors of Alexander , 
who had formed a confederacy againft him. Antigonus hazard¬ 
ing a battle, was defeated and flain ; and Demetrius was con- 
ftrained to fail from Ephefus with a fmall fquadron of fhips for 
Athens, where he had left his queen and great part of his navy., 

The Athenians , who had heard of the bad ftate of his affairs. Their in- 
made a decree that no crowned head fhould enter their city, and gratitude 
refufed him admittance into their harbour; but, at his requeft, to him in 
lent him his queen and his fhips. Demetrius , before his de- his adver- 
parture, had indeed given them juft caufe of offence by feveral fity. 
tyrannical a£ts, they therefore, by a decree, made it capital for 
any perfon even to mention an accommodation with him. They 
were, however, far from enjoying tranquility, and one Lacharis, 
an obfeure perfon, encouraged by their feditions, feized the 


lovercignty 


Bb 4 . 


Demc 



A GENERAL HISTORY 

Demetrius having: foon after re-eftablifhed his affair! 


37 5 

Demetrius 

befieges to punifh the Athenians, and inverted 
and takes The Athenians being in great diftrefs, . 
Athens. 


ler.iy, who fent a fleet of ico fail to their relief, with a great 
-—— This fleet arrived at AEAna, but J - ’ 


find- 


quantity or corn, 
ing that of Demetrius greatly Superior, they Immediately re- 
turned back to Egypt . _ Lacharis now defpairing of holding out, 
privately quitted the city, and the Athenians , who were perifti- 


Demeti 


He 


He par- entered the city with all his forces, and having ordered the Athe- 
dons the nians to afiemble in the public theatre, he furrounded it with 
Athenians, armed men, placing alfo many of his forces round the ftage. 

* The people were filled with the greateft terror, and expefted 


Demetrius 


1 

fhor 


their ingratitude, and told them that he received them again 
into his wonted grace and favour ; as an inftance of which he 
prefented them with 100,000 bufhels of wheat, and named fuch 
magi lira tes as were agreeable to them. The Athenians in return 
relap fed into their old ftrain of flattery, and their orators ex¬ 
erted themfelves in extolling the clemency of Demetrius. The 
people, on the motion of one of the orators, palled a decree, 
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ficklenefs 


Muni 


Their i li¬ 


the prelent, and left garrifons in both places. 


Demetrius was expelled from Madden 


gratitude and reduced fo low that he did not prefume to wear the habit of 
to him a king, they renounced their acknowledgments to him, degraded 

■ • n s’ . 1 1 • • ^ 11 .1 • • .t* it 


after- 


their 


wards, form. He was again in a condition to invert their city, amiac- 
and tunlly came before it, but was perfuaded by Craterus, the pbilofo- 

his kind- pher, to leave them in the full enjoyment of their liberties, and to 


nefs to 
them. 


Tho 


4 fu 


They 


arc 


w J w 

yet they made no great figure. When the Gauls, under Brcn- 
mis, invaded Greece, the Athenians for a time exerted fomewhat 
of their ancient magnanimity, under their general 
Thefe ' ’ ’ ' ' 



by Anti- 
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natuu 


dangers being over, Antigonns Gonatus , the fon of De~ 
fubdued metritis , to punifh the Athenians for their behaviour to his father, 

wafted their territories, and afterwards clofely befieged Athens. 
'They were obliged to furrender, and admit a garrifon of his 
troopr, which held them in fubjection to him and his foil Deme¬ 
trius. A Ip;rit of liberty again reviving i n Greece, particularly 
among tin A A rears, who were encouraged by Gretas , not only 
to defend their own freedom, but 10 free others, the Athenians, 
by the dhfcance of Grains , again recovered their liberty, as will 
after w ai ls be more particularly related. 


* Plat, in vit. Demct. Athemeus. Diog. Laert. 
Ifpic. Sc Crat, 


in vit. ’f heoph. 
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CHAP. III. 


iht hiftory of Sparta from Lycurgus, to its being 

joined by Philopasmen to the Achseans. 

L YCURGUS , as we have already related, fucceeded to Thegene- 
the throne of Sparta , upon the death of his brother with- rous con- 
out iffue. No fooner, however, was it known that his dud of 
brother’s widow was with child, than he declared, that the Lycurgus . 
crown belonged to her fon, if {he {hould have one, and from 
thenceforth he governed the kingdom only as his guardian. 

The queen privately offered to make ufe of means to caufe 


herfelf mifcarry, if he would promife to marry her. 
detefted her horrid propofal; but fo 


fhe 


Lycurgus 
amufed her with fine 


■ I-. ' 

of a boy. 


sp 


Ihe 


of the peopli 


The difappointed queen was filled with refentment againlt him, 
and all her family and fa&ion endeavoured to calumniate him, 
alledging, that notwithftanding his profefiions of difinterefted- 

nefs, he intended to murder his nephew, to make way for his 
own fuccefiion. 

Lycurgus , to flop the mouths of his malicious enemies, about 
eight months after the birth of his nephew, went into a volun- 


refully ftudied 


banifhed. While 


the manners of the different people among whom he travelled. 

He iirft vifited Crete, an ifland famous in the moll ancient He travel* 
times for the prudent laws by which it was governed, and at into Crete. 
this time, as appears from Plutarch , governed by feveral princes, 

or cantoned into various independant ftates. Through all thefe 

Lycurgus travelled, procuring to himfelf the acquaintance of 
perfons of the firft rank, and by their means a perfedl know¬ 
ledge of their laws. 


M 


From Crete Lycurgus paffed over to the 


mode of life, which differed greatly from the Cretan. He went 
next into Egypt , a place never forgot by fuch as went in queft 
of wifdom. There he met with that method of diftinguiming 
military men frofn mechahics, which he afterwards introduced 
at Sparta. As to his voyages to Spain, Afric, and the Indies, 
rlutarch fays, the credit of them reffs folely upon one author. 

During his abfence, the greateft corruption of manners and 
diforders prevailed in Sparta, owing to the weak authority of 
me kings, and the turbulent and fadlious fpirit of the people, 
fhe Spat tans feeing the ftate of affairs grow daily worfe, and E recalled 
Jmving a great regard for Lycurgus, at length fent an embafly to by the 
him, entreating him to return home. The kings, Archelaus Spartans. 


fame effedl 


his 
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his prefence would ferve as a bulwark to defend them from thi 
growing infolence of the people. Lycurgus, upon his arrival* 
Sparta, finding the ftate in the utmoft confufion, was foon con 
vinced that a few particular laws would produce no great effeft 
and refolved to change the whole form of government. T, 
furmount the dangers and difficulties attending fo glorious ar 
undertaking, he endeavoured firft to gain the confidence of th< 
moft eminent men of Sparta , by communicating to them hi; 
fcheme ; and next he fought to fecure the obedience of the peo¬ 
ple, by pretending to the fandtion of divinity, afcribing all h( 
did to the councils of the Delphian Apollo. Having vifited thal 
The ora- temple, and confulted the prieftefs, fhe in her anfwer ftiled 

him. Beloved of the gods, and rather a god than a man . She de- 
Delpbi ap- clared the laws he had framed were perfedUy good, and that the 
proves his commonwealth, wherein they were obferved, would be the 

moft famous in the world. This divine declaration having 
wonderfully awed the people, he, upon his return, refolved to 
publifti his laws; but to intimidate the refradtory, he ordered 
30 of his friends to appear by break of day in the marketplace. 
He new He began with eftablifhing a fenate, confifting of 30 perfons, 
models including the two kings, which ftep alone was of very great 

the com- confequence, fince it gave a form and liability to the conltitu- 

tion, which had fludluated hitherto between tyranny and de¬ 
mocracy. He allowed the people ftill to hold a general affem- 
Tef. Chr. bly, but without any deliberative power, allowing them only 

the liberty of aflenting to, or difienting from, what the kings 
and fenate propofed. When Lycurgus , by conllituting a fenate, 
His laws had fecured to himfelf an acceffion of power, he proceeded en¬ 
tirely to new model the commonwealth. His laws may pro- 
under 12 perly be divided into twelve tables, according to the fubjefts of 
beads. which they treated. 

1. Laws In the firft may be comprehended fuch laws as regarded rcli- 
regarding gion. The ftatues of all the gods and goddefles worfhiped by 
religion, the Spartans, were reprefented armed, even to Venus herfelf, that 

the people might conceive a military life the moft noble and 
honourable. Their facrifices confifted of things of very fniall 
value, for which Lycurgus himfelf gave this reafon, that want 
might never hinder them from worfhiping the gods. They 
v/ere forbidden to make long or rafh prayers to the heavenly 
powers, and were enjoined to afk no more than that they might 
live honeftly and difeharge their duty. That all degrees of peo¬ 
ple might be made familiar with death, graves were permitted 
to be mafic within their city, and even clofe by their temples, 
On the fame account, the touching of dead bodies, or affifting 
at funerals, made none unclean. Magnificent fepulchres were 
forbidden, neither was there fo much as an infeription, howevei 
plain or modeft, permitted. Mournings were ftinted to eleven 
days, and tears, fighs, and lamentations in public, were pro¬ 
hibited. There were fome exceptions from thefe rules, in favoui 
of thofe who were flain in the wars 5 for fuch had a ftiort andoe- 
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cent infeription on their tombs, 
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Under the fecond table may be placed the laws relating to the 2. Laws 
lands, and to the city. Lycurgus divided all the country of La- relating 
conia into 30,000 equal ftiares, and the territories of Sparta into to the 4 * 
nooo, which he diftributed among the inhabitants. Property lands, 
being thus equally divided among the citizens, a fpirit of in-r 
duftry was diffufed among all; none was powerful enough to 
opprefs his fellows, nor any in fuch neceffity as to be in danger of 
corruption. He forbade the buying or felling of thofe pofleflions; 
but if a ftranger acquired a right to any of them, he might 
quietly enjoy it, provided he fubmitted to the laws of the re¬ 
public. The city of Sparta was unwalled, Lycurgus trufting 
its defence to the valour of its citizens. As to the houfes, they 
were very plain, for their cielings could only be wrought by the 
3xe, and their gates and doors only by the faw. 

The laws regarding citizens may compofe the third table. 3. Laws 
The citizens were to be neither more nor lefs than the number regarding 
of city lots, which were 9000 : the fupernumeraries were to be citizens, 
led out in colonies. Their laws concerning children, were 
equally cruel and unreafonable. A new-born infant was fub- 
mitted to the inflection of the graveft men of his tribe, who, 
if they perceived its limbs ftraight, and thought it had a whole- 
fome look, returned it to its parents to be educated, otherwife 
it was thrown into a deep cavern. One good effect feems to 
have followed from this law; for their women, when they were 
with child, were very careful of either eating, drinking, or ex- 
ercifing to excefs. That the conftitution might not be cor¬ 
rupted by the introdu&ion of novelties, ftrangers were not al¬ 
lowed to refide long in the city, nor were the citizens permit- 
ed to travel, unlefs the good of the ftate required it. ouch as 
were not bred up in their youth, according to the law, were 
not allowed the liberty of the city.. 

Under the fourth table may be included the laws relating to 4. laws 
marriage. Celibacy in men was infamous, and punilhed in a concern- 
moft extraordinary manner. The old batchelor was conftrain- jng mar- 
ed to walk naked in the depth of winter through the market- riage. 
place, and to fing a fong in difparagement of himfelf; and 
never had any of the honours paid him which otherwife be¬ 
longed to old age. If a man did not marry at the time of life 
fixed for marriage, he was liable to an adfion, as were fuch alio 
as married above or below themfelves. Virgins were married 
without portions. Hufbands went for a long time fecretly and 
by Health to the beds of their wives. They were alfo allowed 
to lend their wives; but the kings were forbid to take this li¬ 
berty. Some other inftitutions of Lycurgus on this head were 
far from being juftifiable, for as they were evidently againfl mo- 
defly, the Spartan women were generally decried for their bold- 
nefs and want of decency. 

His laws relating to eating may make the fifth, table. ThatLaws 
be might entirely fupprefs all the luxury of magnificent and ex- delating to 
penfive tables, he ordained, that all the citizens Ihould eat to-eating. 

gcther, of the fame common victuals which the law preferred, 

and 
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and exprefsly forbade all private eating at their own houfes. 
Youths were allowed to eat flefh, but older men only their 
pulfe and black broth, which lall was compofed of fait, vine¬ 
gar, blood, &c. Children of all ranks were brought up in the 
fame way, and none was more favoured in food than another. 
Nurfes were directed to accuftom their infants to fpare meals* 
and now and then to falling. The children, when twelve or 
thirteen years of age, were carried to perfons who examin¬ 
ed their education, and tried whether they were able to be in the 
dark alone, and had got over all other weaknefies and follies in¬ 
cident to children. The lads flept together in chambers, upon 
beds made of mattrafles of reeds. The Spartans were equally 
moderate in their drinking as' in their eating: thirft was the foie 
meafure thereof, and never any of them thought of drinking 
for pleafure. Drunkennefs was not only infamous, but levere- 
ly punilhed. To expofe the beaftlinefs of this vice, theyfome- 
times, as lefions to their youth, compelled their Haves to drink 
to excefs, and then expofed them to their children. 

The laws relating to their habit fell under the fixth table. The 
rich could wear nothing better than the poor, and they neither 
changed the falhion nor the materials of their garments, which 


el were made for conveniency, and not for gallantry and fhew. 

appar . 'jq 1ie y 0un g ] a( | s wore a tunick till they were 12 years old, when 

they had a cloak given them, which was to ferve them a year, 
and their cloathing was in general fo thin, that a Lacedemonian 
veil became proverbial. Boys were always ufed to go without 
Ihoes, and were inured to climb up and flip down lleep places 
with bare feet. They were not permitted to wear their hair, 
but when they grew up they did not cut it. In the camp their 
fumptuary law's did not take place fo fti idlly as in the city ■, for 
when they went to war they wore purple habits, and when 
they were about to engage an enemy, they put on crowns. 
Young women wore their vefls or jerkins, only to their knees, 
or according to fome, not quite Jo low, a cullonl cenfurcd both 
by Greek and Reman authors, as indecent. Only common women 
' were allowed to v. r ear gold, precious flones, and other coflly orna¬ 
ments, on which account women of virtue, or who affeffed to 
be thought virtuous, carefully abftained from them. Virgins 
went abroad without veils, with which married women, on the 
contrary, were always covered. In certain public exercifes, 
the boys and girls were obliged to perforin naked. Various 
reafons have been given for this inflitution; fome learned men 
fuppofe, that by it Lycurgus intended to prevent the Spartan 
youth from taking that vile and unnatural bias, fo difhonour- 
able to human nature. The author of the travels of Cyrus ob- 
ferves, that Lycurgus wanted to make the Spartan women he¬ 
roines, that they might bring the republic none but heroes ; ana 
that he thought it poflible to deaden the fire of voluptuous de- 
fires, by acculloming the eye foinetimes to thofe objedls which 


excite them. 
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Under the feventh table we fliall 
difcipline and manners. The Spit _ _ w 

by their laws in civil life, as foldiers in other ftates were bound difcipline 
by the rules of war in the camp. In Sparta the firft and great 
thing required was obedience to their fuperiors, which they 
looked upon as the very bafts of government. Old age among 
them was an undoubted title to honour: the youth role up to 
old men, whenever they came into any public place j they gave 
way to them when they met them in the ftreets, and were fi- 
lent whenever their elders fpoke. The children being all con- 
lidered as the children of the ftate, all old men had the autho¬ 
rity of parents, and reprehended whatever they faw amifs in 
any children. If an old man was prefent where a youth com¬ 
mitted a fault, and did not reprove him for it, the laws ordained 
that he fliould be punifhed equally with the delinquent. The 
youths had monitors appointed from among themfelves, 
who had authority to punim thofe who did amifs. Silence and 
modefty were held to be becoming virtues in young people. 

Thofe who were untradable, and would not liften to inliru&ion, 
none would converfe with j but they were thrown off as 
rotten branches, and ufelefs members of fociety. 

The ftudy and learning of the Spartans may compofe the 
eighth table. They meafured the worth of all thino-c W rVipir 


3 . Laws 


nealureu tne worth ol all things by their regarding 
ufefulnefs, and therefore if they wrote to be read, and fpoke to ftudies 
be underftood, it was all they fought. As fubtle fpeculations, andlearn- 
and the refinements of fcience, ferve often to fpoil the under- ing. 
Handing and corrupt the heart, they therefore made little ac¬ 
count of them. A foldier was the only reputable profeffion in 
Sparta ; a mechanic or hufbandman was thought a low fellow; 
for they imagined that profeflions which required much labour, 
fome conftant pofture, the being continually in the houfe, or 
always about a fire, weakened the body and dep4.ffed the mind. 
Hufbandry, agriculture, and the like neceflary occupations, 
they left to their flaves, the Helots', but for curious arts, and 
luch as ferved only to luxury, they would not fuffer them to be 
introduced into their city. They allowed of no theatrical di- 
verfions; but admitted of other kinds of poetry, if the magif- 
trates approved of the pieces. 

Above all things they affefted brevity of fpeech, and accuftom- 
ei their children, from their very infancy, never to exprefs 
themfelves in more words than were firi 611 y neceflary ; and in 
writing they ufed the fame concifenefs. Grave and ferious af¬ 
fairs were generally the fubjedfs of their converfation, but they 
were ftri&ly prohibited from difeourfing on the laws and cuftoms 


of other fiates. The 


education confifted 


tit giving their youth right ideas of men and things. The ma- 
Her propofed queftions, and either commended or cenfured the 
anfwers that were made him. All queftions of a trivial or ab- 
firufe nature were avoided, and fuch points only treated of as 
were or the higheft importance in civil life \ fuch as, who was 

the 
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beft 


tion ? and whether this or. that hero’s fame was well founded ? 

The mufic which had been in favour with their anceftors 
v/as greatly encouraged among the freemen, but they prohibit¬ 
ed their flaves from learning either the tune or the words of their 
admired odes. 

The boys were allowed, and even ordered to pradtife, one 
kind of theft, which was rather nominal than real, as it was 
authorifed by the law, and by the confent of the citizens. They 
were taught to flip as cunningly and cleverly as they could into 
the gardens and public halls, in order to fteal away herbs or 
meat; but if they were caught in the fa£l, they were punilhed 
for their want of dexterity. This it muft be owned was not a 
fafe or commendable way of teaching them ftratagems, and 
would have been attended with very pernicious effedts to the 
morals of any youth, but the Spartan , who were taught to con¬ 
temn riches and fuperfluities, and were guarded by balancing vir¬ 
tues and great feverity of life and manners. 

Under the ninth table we fhall place the exercifes inftituted 
by law. Hunting was the ufual diverfion of their children; 
nay, it was made a part of their education, becaufe it had a ten¬ 
dency to flrengthen their limbs. They had a kind of public 
dances, which were common alike to virgins and young men. 
In all their fports, indeed, girls were allowed to divert them- 
felves with the youths, fo that at darting, throwing the quoit, 
pitching the bar, and fuch like robuft diverfions, the women 


were 


Diana 


onftancy 


To accuftom 


that goddefs, which was a moft barbarous and unnatural infrifu- 


tion. 


The 


whippings with the utmoft fortitude, and they fuffered them- 
felves to be whipped to fuch a degree, that they fometimes ex¬ 
pired under the ftrokes. 'Plutarch allures us, that he had feen 
with his own eyes, a great many children lofe their lives on 


thofe cruel occafions. 


io« Laws 


fhall 


rsey raai- 
teis. 


iefpcoting tracts and money matters. Lycurgus being well apprized of the 
contracts danger of riches, not only made gold and filver of no value, but 
and mo- even the very pofleflion of them penal. He ordained that no 

other money fhould be current than that of iron, which he 
made fo very heavy, and fixed at fo low a rate, that a cart and 
two oxen were neceflary to carry home a fum of ten minas, or 
about twenty pounds fterling. The Spartans ufed to traffic by 
barter, or by the exchange of one commodity for another; and 
they were forbid by law to take intereflr, to alienate their lands, 
or to accept of prefents from foreigners, even without the limits 
of their own country, and when their authority and character 

might well feem to excufe them. 

Under the eleventh table may be included the laws, relating 


of juftice. It v/as held 




port 
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port for a man to have any fondnefs for law-fuits, or to be bufy- 11 Laws 
[ng himfelf at the tribunals, when he had no affairs there of relating to 
his own. No one had any right to concern himfelf in juridical courts of 
proceedings, till after he was 30 years of age. Young people juftice. 
were forbidden to afk any queftions about the reafons of the laws 
by which themfelves were governed 3 and men of abandoned 
chara&ers loft all right of fpeaking in public affemblies, or of 
giving their votes in refpedl of public affairs. 

We fhall include their military laws in the twelfth table. 12. Mili- 
According to the beft authors, a man was not capable of ferv- tary laws 
ing in the army till he was 30 years old 3 but according to others* 
the age for entering into the fervice is not well afcertained. 

They were forbidden to march at any time before the full moon 
which inftitution was probably founded on fuperftition. They 
were likewife forbidden to fight often againft the fame enemy, 
which prudent maxim being flighted by Agefilaus , in his wars 
with the Thebans , they in the end turned as expert warriors as 
the Spartans. Lycurgus ordered them not to intermeddle with 
maritime affairs 3 but this law they afterwards were obliged to 
difpenfe with. After the Peloponnejian war, indeed, they again 
negle&ed naval affairs, from a perfuafion that failors and ftran- 
gers corrupted thofe they converfed with. They were forbidden 
to remain long encamped in the fame place, to hinder their be¬ 
ing furprifed, and that they might be the more troublefome to 
their enemies, by wafting every corner of their country. They 
flept all night in their armour, but their outguards were not al¬ 
lowed their fhields, that having no defence, they might not 
dofe to fleep. In all expeditions they were careful in the per¬ 
formance of religious rites, and after their evening meal was 
over, the foldiers fung together hymns to their gods. In all 
their engagements, they were fure either to conqueror die, and 
indeed had no other choice 3 for if they fled, they were infa¬ 
mous, and in danger of being flain even by their own mothers. 

It was infamous alfo to throw away a fhield, and mothers when 
they embraced their departing fons, were wont to recommend 

to them, either to return with their fhield, or upon it 3 for fiich 

as were flain in battle, were neverthelefs buried in their own 
country. They were ordered not to fpoil the dead bodies of 
their enemies, but in procefs of time they fcrupled not to in¬ 
fringe this, and many other of their molt excellent regulations. 

After 40 years fervice a man was not required to go into the 
held, fo that if the military age was 30, the Spartans were not 
held invalids till they were 70. 

Lycurgus left few or none of his laws in writing, becaufe he The 
would Have them written in the hearts of the people, and to Cnttia. 
imprefs them the more ftrongly upon them, he took pains to “ 
make it be believed that they were given to him by Apollo. 

1 nere is one of the Spartan inftitutions peculiarly, barbarous and 
unuman, which Arijlotle , Plato , and feveral other authors, 
charge upon Lycurgus , but by Plutarch it is placed in a later 
peuod. It was ftiled Cryptia , or the ambufcade, and was con¬ 
trived 
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for leffening the number of 


ey 


flrate. Some of the ftouteft Spartan 
youth, armed "with daggers, fell upon the unhappy flaves, or 
Helotss either in the day when they 


during the 
its of Helos 


: day when they were at their work 
Thefe Helots were originally the inhabi’ 


nate ftruggle for their liberty, 


Sp, 


conquered them, in refentment made them Haves, and called 

' eir name. According to Plu- 


afterwards 

tarch , the Helots _ , _ 

tivated the lands of their lords, for which they paid a fmall 
rent, which the poiTeffors could not raife higher without incur¬ 
ring public .cenfure. Other authors, however, reprefent the con¬ 
dition of the Helots as m uch more deplorable, and relate that they 
were-marked out as flaves in their drefs, their living, and in 
fhort, in every thing. They were forbidden to learn any libe¬ 
ral art, or to perform any aft worthy of freemen. Once a day 
they received a certain number of ftripes, for fear they flhould 
forget they were flaves ; and to crown all, they were liable to 
this Cryptia , which was fur.e to be executed on all fuch as fpoke, 
looked, or walked like freemen. By their Jaws they could not 
be fet at liberty, neither could they be fold, lb that the expe¬ 
dient of aflaflinating them feemed neceflary to their mafters, 
for leffening their great numbers *. 

A fedition It may well be fuppofed that the mighty changes made in the 

in Sparta. Spartan Rate by Lycurgus , met at firft with great opposition, 

which was indeed the cafe. When he proceeded to the divifion 
of property, a great fedition arofe, in which the people at laft 
coming to blows, he found himfelf obliged to quit the affembly, 
in order to fly to a fanftuary. Several of the rioters purfued 
him, and among the reft a young nobleman, named Jlcanihr , 
who, on Lycurgus’s looking back, ftruck him on the eye, and, 
as fome fay, beat it out. This outrage making the people fen- 
lible of their violence, they immediately alked his pardon, and 
delivered up Alcander into his hands, to be treated as he thought 
fit. Lycurgus carried Alcander home with him, but inftead of 
punifliing him, or even reproving him harlhly, he received him 
as his attendant, and kept him always near his perfon. This 
mildnefs was of great fervice to them both; for Alcander per¬ 
ceiving that Lycurgus was of'a moft fweet and affable temper, 
became, from his fierceft enemy, his greateft admirer. This 
wrought mightily on the minds of the people, and engaged 
them to receive, as oracles, the inftruftions of Lycurgus. 

This ereat law-giver, defiring to render his inftitutions per¬ 


petual, ngnified to the people, that there was ftill one point re 
maining to be performed, the moft eflential and important of 
all, about which he would eo and confult the oracle at Delphi, 


* 


A riff. Pol. 1 . 2. Plat. & Flut, in vit. I-ycurg. Athen. Deipnof. 


1 . 14. Plat, ir.flt. Lacedsm. 


and 


o 


T 


W ORL D 


iihd in the mean time he made them all take an oath that till 
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parta that city virtuous and happy f The prielHfs dollar 
mg, That the laws given to Sparta were excellent , bW that as long 
as the city ohjerved them, it would continue in the h:?h'fl renown • 
he fent her anfwer in writing to after which,' facrificing 

a fecond time to Apollo and taking leave of his Friends and o? The death 
his Ion, he put an end lo his life by voluntary faffing, cilat the of Ly-ur- 
Lacedaemonians might never have it in their power to free them- mi. 
felves from the oath which he had taken from them. Plutarch 
who bellows many encomiums on this lair a cl of Lycur-us , fells 
us, that his bones were carried home to Sparta , and buried under 
a plain tomb, which, as a mark of the divine favour, he fays- 
was afterwards blafted with lightning, an accident peculiar to 
Lycurgus , and Euripides the poet. The Spartans to do honour 
to his memory, erected a temple to him, and facrifreed annu¬ 
ally thereat. After all, Plutarch confcffes, that authors are not 
well agreed how or where this good man died. He left behind 
him one fon, who dying without iffue, his race became extiiuft. 

Fiom the death of Lycurgus , the Lacedemonian hi {lory is for 
along time very perplexed and obfeure* we {hall relate what is 
to be found concerning them in the fcattered paflages of ancient The 
authors Charilaus made war on the Argives, but with little fuc- reijn* of 
cefs. He afterwards attacked the Tegeatcs, a people of Arcadia r cL llaL 
but his army was routed and himfelf taken priioner. and to pur- and TdJ 
chafe his freedom, he was conftrained to take a fblemn oath, dus. " " 
that he would never make war on the Arcadians anymore- 
which oath, however, he kept very indifferently. He after¬ 
wards recovered feyeral frontier places out of the hands of the 
Aches an s . He retained always a great refpecl for his tutor, Ly- 
cwgus, as appears from feverul of his layings, which have been 
preserved by Plutarch. 'I o thof who one day afked him, what 
kind of polity he held to be moft complete, he anfwered. That 

wherein mojl of the citizens contend in virtue , without difurling 
each other. His collegue of the other regal branch, during fome 
part of his reign, was Tcleclus , a prince of indifferent parts and 
fortune. _ In his youth, being told by fome that his father had 
jpo.cen flightingly of him, he anfwered. That he was firryfor it, 
bccaiifc if he had not deferved it , his father would not have dene fo. 
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Mejfenians , the occafiori of which is differently 
two nations. The Spartans fay, that the Me fie 


Spartans 


15 


to violate 


Diana 


fi 


both nations, and that Tcleclus endeavouring to prevent the out¬ 
rage, was {lain. The Mejfenians relate, that Tcleclus came thi¬ 
ther with feveral of his friends in female habits, intending to 
lurprife fome principal perfons of their nation, and that he was 
Jlam in a fray that enfued. The Spartans beftdes envied the Mef- 
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Jenians , thinking that Crefphontes had cheated his two 


Euryjlh 
ritories. 

An injury done to a private perfon at length kindled up the 
war. A MeJJenian intruded fome cows to a Spartan , on con¬ 
dition that he fhould have a part of the profit arifing from the 
milk; but the Spartan bafely fold the cows and their keepers, 
and pretended to the MeJJenian , that certain robbers had taken 
them away by force. While he was in the midft of his tale, 
two herdfmen that had efcaped, appeared and falfified all he had 
faid. He then confefl'ed the truth, and having perfuaded the 
MeJJenian to fend his fon to receive one half of the money, he 
perfidioufly murdered the lad. The MeJJenian having in vain 
applied at Sparta for redrefs, refolved to take vengeance on the 
whole nation, and killed as many of the Lacedccmonians as he 
could meet with. 


This 


Nicander 


father Charilaus , and reigned 39 years. All that is recorded 
concerning him is, that he carried on the war fuccefsfully with 
the Argives , and that in the 34th year of his reign, the firft 


olympiad was celebrated. Teleclus 


A 

fi 


camenes 


of Nicander , fent to the Mcf- 


ed fo many Spartans. The demand occafioned a difpute betwixt 
the two MeJJenian princes, who were brothers, and blows cn- 
fuing, one of them, who was for breaking with the Spartans , 
was flain. The other immediately fent an embafly to Sparta , 
proposing to refer the difpute to the decifion of the Argives , or 
the council of AmphiSiyons, or the court of Areopagus. Before 
the Spartans , however, would deign to return an anfwer, the 
MeJJenian prince died j and was fucceeded by his fon Euphacs , 
in whofe reign the Lacedaemonians, after having made great pre¬ 
parations for war, attacked the Mejfenians without any previous 
declaration of hoftilities. Their troops levied for the. war took 
a folemn oath, never to return home, till they had entirely con¬ 
quered McJJenia , which {hews that this was a war of ambition 

rather than juftice. 

The Spartans , under their king Alcamenes , entered the Mef- 
fenian territory fuddenly and by night; in confequence of which 
they eafily furprifed the city of Arnphea , and maflacred the 
whole inhabitants, not even (paring thofe who took fan&uary 

_ • * 1 «. V /vi « i • 1 n jr fY* * 


in the temples. 


:ty afiembling the Mejfenians, 


exhorted them to keep up their fpirits, and explained to them 
\vhat would be the moft proper manner of carrying on the war. 
As the Spartans were bred up to war as to a trade, he {hewed 
that it would be improper to hazard pitched battles with them, 
till they acquired experience to be able to face them upon equal 
terms. Thus by prudently cairying on a defenfive war, the 
Spartans , after continuing near four years in the MeJJenian ter¬ 
ritories, without gaining any advantages of confequence, were 

obliged 

S 
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cbliged to return home j where, on account of the oath they 
had formerly taken, they met with a very indifferent reception. 

Afhort time after this, both the Spartan kings died. Ancient 
authors make fcarce any mention of Nicander. Wich refpedt 
to Alcamenes, it appears from fome of his fayings recorded by 
Plutarch , that he was a wife and gentle prince. 

The two following princes who next reigned in Sparta , were The 
Pslydorus, the fon of Alcamenes , and < Theopompus i the fon of reigns of 
Nicander. The Spartans , under thefe princes, again invaded Polydorus 
Mefenia, with a full intention to conquer that kingdom. The and Theo- 
Mejfenians now ventured to face their enemies, and in a pitched />., m p m . 
battle, fought with fuch bravery, that the victory was left un- The Spar- 
decided, and next day the Spartans agreed to a truce. Defpair- tans de- 
ing of making a conqueft of Mejjenia , they again returned feated by 
home, and relblved to carry on the war for the future only by t he Mef- 
harraffing the enemy and plundering their country.. They ac -Jenians. 
cordingly made frequent incurfions into the Mejfenian territories/ 
which obliged the Mefjeniam to keep garrifons in their frontier 
places, and an army in the field, fo that they had not leifure ta 
mind their country affairs. An epidemical diftemper at the 
fame time raging in Mejjenia , they refolved to abandon their 
imall towns on their frontiers, the inhabitants of which retired 
to a city on the top of the mountain lihome , which was ftrong- 
ly fortified. 

The Spartans about the fame time engaged in a war with the The Ar- 
JlqiveSy about the frontier city, Tbyrea. To avoid a great ef -give or 
fulion of blood, it was by both parties agreed, that 300 of each Tby re an 
nation (hould decide the quarrel by an engagement. Thefe 600 war. 
men fought with fuch obftinate refolution, that when night 
came on, there were but two Arrives and one Spartan left alive. 

The Argivcs ran home to their city, to carry the news of the 
viftory, but the Spartan remained on the field and eredted a 
trophy. Both parties from thence claiming the viftory, the 
war was again renewed, and a general battle being fought, the 
Arrives were defeated with great daughter. Some would have 
perfuaded the Spartan king to have purfued his victory, and to 
have attacked Argos j but he generoufly anfwered, that the 
Spartans fent him to affeit their right, but not to rob others *. 

The MeJJenians , in the mean time, being defirous of freeing The mea- 
themfelves from the griev .us war with Sparta , fent a perfon to fares ta- 
confult the oracle of Delphi. The prieftefs anfwered, that un- ken by 
lefs a virgin of the houfe of the Epytida , that is, of the royal the M?f- 
family, were faerificed to the gods, the war would end in the fenians. 
ruin of their nation. This oracle, when reported, ftrucle the 
Mcjfenians , and efpecially the royal family, with great confter- 
nation. Lots, however, were caff, and the daughter of Ly~ 

Jfcus was taken, but he found means to carry her off, and fled 
with her to Sparta. Upon this, Arijladeraus , another of the 
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royal houfe, freely offering his daughter, a young man alleged 
that lie was contracted to her, and that therefore her father had 
no right over her; which plea being over-ruled, the young man 
then ail edged, that he had confummated his marriage, and that 
fhe was actually with child by him. Arijlodcmus , conceiving 
this to be a difhonour to his family, inflantly flew his daughter 
with his own hand, and opening her womb, juftified her inno¬ 
cence. The foothfayer inlifted that another fhould be facrificed 
but all the family of the Epytida joined with the king, who 
perfuaded the people that the oracle was fulfilled by the death of 
Ari/lodemtts’s daughter. 

The Spar- gj x years after the flight of Lyfifcus , and eight fiord the forti- 

tans aguin fying 0 f Ithcme , the Lacedectnonians entered again with a great 

inv-.de army. The Mejfenians concluding that the oracle was fulfilled 

ua ' and hoping that the war would now have a happy iflue, eager¬ 
ly ventured an engagement, in which again the victory was left 
undecided. The Mejfenians loft one of their beft captains, and 
their king, Euphaes , being mortally wounded in the adion, 
died a few days after at Ithome , after a reign of 13 years, which 
had been one continual fcene of war and confufion. Euphm 
leaving no iflue behind him, Arijlodcmus was electcd by the 
people, although the foothfayers urged that he was incapable, 
oh account of his having flain his daughter. This new mo¬ 
narch prevailed on the Arcadians , Argivcs , and Sicyonians , to 


Mejft 


Mejfenians , almoft all the Pcloponnefian 
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tans. He alfo laboured to unite the minds of his countrymen, 
and with that view raifed thole who had been his competitors to 
the chief dignities in the kingdom, conferred honours on men 
of birth and fortune, and diftributed money amongft the people. 

Sp 


n created public, which is aferibed to ‘Thcopompns. He feeing the neceflity 
at Sparta, of leaving magiftrates to execute the laws, when the kings 

were abfent in the field, appointed the Ep/tori , who afterwards 
acquired a great authority in the Spartan ftate. Some with 
great probability think, they were at firft the kings’ friends, to 

1 . 1 11 1 1 • r Til 1 


whom they delegated authority. They 


foon grew 


to have no dependance on the kings; but on the contrary, made 
the kings dependant on them. They were five in number, and 
placed as checks on the fenate and kings, being chofen by the 
people out of their own body, fometimes out of the very dregs 
of it; for whoever was a bold, factious, talking citizen, was 
moft likely to be elected into this office. They were elected an¬ 
nually, and in order to effcdt any thing, the unanimous voice 
of the whole college was requifite. Their authority was in a 
manner abfolute; they prefided in particular afTcmbJies, collat¬ 
ed the fuff-rages, declared war, made peace, treated with fo¬ 
reign princes, determined the number of forces that fhould be 
raifed, appointed the funds to maintain them, and diftributed 
rewards and pur.ifhments in the name of the ftate. They like- 
wife heid a court of juftice, enquired into the conduct of all 

magi f- 
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inagiftrates, infpe&ed into the behaviour and education of 
youth, had a general jurifdi&ion over the Helots , and in fhort, 
drew by degrees the whole adminiftration into their own hands; 
One of their great privileges was, that they did not rife up at 
the prefence of the kings; another, that the year was denomi¬ 
nated from the firft of them, as at Athens from the firft of the 
archons. The third high mark of their authority was, that if 
the kings offended againft the laws, or were guilty of any ex- 
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of the Ephori to Lycurgus ; but Arijlotle and Plutarch place it 
later, and with greater probability, for it does not appear to be 
fo confiftent with his plan, which feems to have been to fup- 
portthe authority, of the kings and nobility: we have therefore 
chofen to place it under Iheopompus ; for feveral authors hove 
recorded the complaint of his queen, and his anfwer co ner. 
She reproached him that he would leave nis children the regal au¬ 
thority in a worfe condition than he had received it; on the con¬ 
trary, faid he, I fhall leave it them in a much better condition, 
as it will be more permanent and lafting*. 
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vailed with the Corinthians to fend them fome aftiftance, they , ; ; ,. c h a- 
marched towards Ithome. Arijlodemus having received fuccours <r a j P ft 
from the Argives and S icy onions , boldly ventured an engagement, 
in which the Spartans, after a long and bloody comeft, were The SW- 
defeated. The war frill continuing, both parties fent to confult ta , ;s 2 „ aul 
the oracle at Delphi on its event. The anfwer to the Lacedcs- 
MfiwnS' was to this purpofe. By fraud, that is, of Crefphonie\ 

Meffema ivas obtained , and by fraud it mvjl he Jubclued. Th 


Mefli. 


ax 


nfwcr, that 


nobody even ventured to offer an explication of it. T 
lavs, in purfuance of the anfwer returned to them, tried" the 
following ftratagem: they pretended to condemn 100 men for 

to fly to Ithome as fuppliants : 
ting the fraud, obliged the pic- 
tended deferters to return home. 


treafon, lecretly inftr mSting them 
Arijlodemus , however, penetratin 


Mt 


at Ithome being extremely alarmed 
>urfe to the oracle at Delphi , and 

tripods in the tem- 


thc 


The 


were told, that whoever firft dedicated n 
pie of 'Jupiter ,, fhould remain mafters of tnc piace. 
McJJev.ians for the greater difpatch, began to make the tripods 
of wood ; but the Spartans hearing of the oracle, one of them, 
named 0 chains^ made ioo little tripods of clay, and difguifing 
him felt like a fowler, g r t into Ithome , and after placing them 




The Mcjfeniar.s at this were 


again ftruck with defpair, efpecially when they found their city 
inyefted by a great army from Sparta. Arijlodemus finding all 
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things unprofperous, laid violent hands on himfelf. On hb 
Itbme ta- death the Mjfenians did not eledt any other king; hut chofe a 
ken by the general, named Dennis , who did his utmoftto defend the place 
Spartans, but without fuccefs. According to Polyanus , the Spartans mad * 


ditions 


a ns. 


themielves mailers of Ithome , by the following ftratagem. Theo¬ 
pompus pretending to defert his collegue, removed from the camp 
and pitched behind the city. The Mejfenians greedily laid hold 
of this opportunity of falling on Polydorus ; but while they were 
engaged with him, Theopompus and his forces attacked the city 
and took it by florm. The Spartans razed Ithome , and treated 
Hard con- the Mejjenians with great rigour. Thofe who remained in their 

own country were tied to thefe conditions: firil, that they 
impofed fhould diligently cultivate their lands, and deliver half their 
upon the fruits to the Spartans ; and fecbndly, when any of the nobles 
M'jj'eni- of Sparta , or either of the kings died,, they and their wives 

were to attend at the funeral proceilion in their weeds, on pain 
of fufFering the higheft penalties. Befides, the Spartans gave 
away a part of their territories to the Aftnei , and another part to 
the defeendants of Androcles. Such at this time was the end of 
the famous Meffenian war. 

Th e Spartans, not long after the conclufion of the war, loft both 
their kings. During their reigns it is probable there were great 
diflentions in Sparta ; for befides cftablifhing the Ephori , they had 
recourfe to the contrivance of fuMinuting a new claufe in the 
Rhetra , or laws of Lycurgus , to reftrain the power of the peo¬ 
ple. Theopompus was a wife and gentle prince, and died in 
peace, a natural death, after a long and glorious reign. Pol 
dor us was alfo a prince of the molt amiable qualities, and was 
greatly beloved by his people ; but was nevcrthelefs killed by 
one Polemarchus ; for what reafon is unknown. The Lacede¬ 
monians honoured his memory with a ftatue, and which furpaff- 
ed the ufual meafure of their favours, ordered his effigies to be 
engraven on the feal which their public magiftrates were to 
make ufe of for the future; a noble inftance of their gratitude, 
and his virtues *. 

Eurycrates Thcoposnpus was fucceeded by his grand fon, Zeuxidamns, and 
and Zeu- Polydorus by his fon Eurycrates. No foreign war happened in 
xidamus their time; but at home a confpiracy was difeovered, which 
ihcceed to might have proved very prejudicial to the Hate. The Spar- 
the Spar - tans, when engaged in the MeJJ'enian war, being ten years ab- 

fent from the city, their wives put them in mind, that while 
they were intent upon fubduing their enemies, their own city 
was falling to decay. They upon this lent back the youths 


tan 


throne. 


that had but lately come to the camp, and were not bound by 
oath to Hay in MeJJenia till it was conquered, defiring them to 
aflociate themfelves promifcuoully with the unmarried women. 
The Par- Such as were bom of thefe young women were ftiled Pav- 
theni/e thenia , that is, fons of virgins; but when the Lacedaemonians 
plot a- 
gaintl the 
itate. 


* Paufan. in Lacon. Herod. 2 . 7. Plut. Apoph. 
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returned vigors, the youths finding themfelves negle&ed; and 
having no parents to apply to, nor inheritance to expeft, they 
entered into a confpiracy with the Helots , to fall upo;i the citi¬ 
zens at a general aflembly. Their plot, however, being difco- They fet- 
vered by one of the Helots , the Lacedamonians took meafures to tie in L aly 
fruftrate their defign ; but inftead of punifhing them, permitted at Tarea- 
them to fail under their chief, Pbalantus , to Italy ^ where they turn. 

fettled themfelves in 'Tarentum *. 

No other remarkable thing is recorded of the Spartans during 
the reigns of thefe princes. 

The two following kings were Anaxander , the fon of Eury- Anaxan - 
crates and Anaxidamus , the fon of Xeuxidamus , in whofe reign der and 
the fecond McJJ'enian war broke out. The revolt was promoted Anaxida - 
by Anjlomenes , defcended of the royal blood, who was intrepid whs. 
and enterprifing, and a man of ftrong judgment, ftridt honour, ] 3 ef. Chr. 
and enthufiaftically fond of liberty. Perceiving that the Argivcs 685. 
and Arcadians were friends only by force to the Spartans , he ea¬ 
sily prevailed with them to declare for him, upon which he en¬ 
caged his countrymen unanimoufiy to take up arms, 39 years 
after the taking of Ithorne , as Paufanias relates. About a year The Spar* 
after the revolt, an obflinate engagement happened between the tans de- 
Spartans and Mefjhiians , in which Arijlomcnes behaved fo well, feated by 
that he brought vi&ory to his fide. His countrymen unani- the Mef- 
rnoufly faluted him king, but he modeflly declined that dignity, fenians* 
and. accepted only of the title of general. To intimidate the 
Spartans , and to infpire his own troops with courage, both be¬ 
ing equally flaves to fuperftition, he difguifed himfelf and went 
privately to Sparta , where, in the night, he hung up afliicld in 
the temple of Minerva , with this infcription, Ariftomenes dedi¬ 
cates this out of the fpoils of the Spartans, to the godde/s. 

The Lacedaemonians being advifed by the Delphic oracle, to 
feek a general from Athens , they accordingly applied to the 
Athenians , who being naturally envious of the Spartans , fent Tyrtaus, 
them for a general, fyrtasus, a fchoolmaflcr and poet, lame of an A the- 
one foot, and who was fufpedted to be a little out of his wits, hi an poet. 
This captain, however, notwithftanding his defpicable appear- com- 
ance, proved of mighty confequence to the Spartans, teaching manJer of 
them how to ufe good fortune, and how to bear calamities with the Spar- 
fortitude. The Spartans not long after being defeated with tans , 
great {laughter by Arijlomcnes, were greatly diljpiriced, and be¬ 
gan to defpair of a fuccefsful iflue of the war. 1 heir Athenian 
general on this occafion convinced them that he was capable of 
fulfilling the promifes of the oracle. He fee wed them the folly 
of diffidence, directed them by his councils, roufed them by bis 
poems to the practice of thole virtues which had diftinguifhed 
their anceftors, and recruited their broken armies with chofen 

men from among the Helots. 
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Pbat-re Arijlomenes , on the other hand, a&ed with no lefs prudenCi 

ta':eti and vigour, and boldly entering the territories of Sparta , tool 
from the and plundered a confiderable town, called Pharee, putting al 
Spartans, who made any refiftance to the fword, and carrying off an im- 


menfe 


The Sp 


pulfed with great lofs. Arijlomenes in this encounter had a fpeai 
run through his thigh, and \vas carried off the field. After he 
was cured of his wound, he made an unfuccefsful attempt tc 
parry the war even to the gates of Sparta , and afterwards made 
an incurfion with a fmall party, in hopes ot feizing fome Spar¬ 
tan women, who were celebrating fome religious rites, near a 
Village called Egila. Thofe zealous matrons, however, fell 
up .hi him and his foldiers with fuch fury, that they put them 
to flight, and took him prifoner; but he foon afterwards made 
fiis eicape and rejoined his forces. 

The Mr/- In the third year of the war, an engagement happened be- 
fenians are tween the Spartans and JEIeJfenicnis ; in which the latter, being 
beoayed bafely deferted by their ally, the king of Arcadia, who had been 


by the 
king of 
Jircadl. , 

and rout¬ 
ed. 


corrupted by 
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t/lomcm 


with a few only efcaping. Arijl 

ring on the war u| 
f Mefi'enia to the 


terms 


tants into Era, Pylus , and Methone , which three places he 
ftrongly fortified. 

Arijtome- The Spartans now looking upon Meffenia as their own, di- 
ret, by his vided the Jands among their citizens, and caufed them to be 

carefully cultivated. Arijlomenes , by frequent incurfions, Ap¬ 
plying his garrifons plentifully, at the expcnce of his enemies, 
the Spartans, as the only means to diflrefs him, were conftrain- 
ed to illue a proclamation, forbidding the cultivation, not only 
of the Me/cnian lands, but thofe of Laconia , in its neighbour¬ 
hood. This foon brought a great diflrefs upon themfelves, and 


bravery, 
fupports 
the caufe 
of the 
M/eni- 
ans. 


they were again filled with difcontent and murmurs. Tyrtrem, 


frefh 


* f 1^ * 

them not only to inveft Era , but to maintain a flying camp. 

Arijlomenes , nevertheiefs, continued his incurfions with 300 
chofen men. He was at length lurprifed by a great body of 
Spartans , and after an obftinatc difpute, taken prifoner with 50 
He is ta- of his men, having in the action received fo many wounds, that 
ken nri- he was fenfelefs when they carried him away. The Lacedamo - 

pii 4 • rr 1 .1 1 1 r 1 ; r . 1 • mi ft * _ 


foxier. 


nians exprefled the loudeft joy upon the fight of this illuftrious 
captiv e, and when he was recovered of his wounds, they threw 
him and all his fellow prifoners into a deep cavern, allowing 
him, however, to put on his armour before he was thrown 
flown. After he had continued three days in this difmal place, 
iimoi-nded and covered with dead bodies, he at length, when 
fie was aimeft perifhing for want of food, heard a fox gnawing 
a dead body near him. He immediately feized one of its 
His wen hind legs with one hand, and with the other defended his face 
derail when it attempted to bite him. He followed its ffeps as well as 


^icape. 


he 


S>° 
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opened a pafiage for the light. Arytomenes , feeble as he was, 

wrought himfelf an outlet with his nails, and by travelling by 

n jaht, at length arrived fafe at Era, to the inexprefiible joy of 

his countrymen. 

When this news was firft blazed abroad, the Spartans treated 
jt as a fiflion ; but Arijiomenes foon convinced them that he was 
0 alive, for falling upon the quarters of the Corinthians , who 
were the only allies of the Spartans , he flew a great many of 
them, pillaged their camp, and did fo much mifchief, that the 
Spartans, under the pretence of an approaching feftival, agreed 
to a ceflation of arms for 40 days. On this occafion, Arijl 
mines , for the fecond time, celebrated the Hecatomphonia , or la- 
crifice, appointed for thofe who had killed 100 of the enemy 
with their own hands. 

He lived to offer this facrifice a third time, though he was He Is 
bafely feized during the truce by fome Cretan archers, in the 
Spartan fcrvice, as he was walking without the walls. Two of 
the Cretans immediately ran with the news to Sparta , and feven 
others remained to guard their prize, whom they bound and con- 
dueled to a lone cottage, inhabited only by a widow and her 
daughter. The daughter having dreamed the night before that 
fne iiuv a lion without claws, bound, and dragged along by 
wolves, and that 



ta- 


gam 
ken by the 
enemy. 


fhe 


claws, .he tore the wolves to pieces, fhe now interpreted the 


meaning of her dream. 


Therefore plying the Cretans with His 
drink, fhe took a poinard from one of them when they were efcape 


AriE 


put it into his 


lands ■ he prefently put all his guards to death, and carrying 
Jier and her mother to Era, he gave her in marriage to his foil 


(t'A^us, than about iS years of age. 


fell into the hands of the S.ra falls 

irtan i"-to the 
river hands of 
hom the Spar 


Srcu after holding out 11 years, 

r the Sp 

general, by frequently driving his matter's cattle to tl 
Keda, became acquainted with the wife of a Mejjenian , 
lie engaged in an amour. Being informed by her, that her tans, 
houfe was without the wall, and learning alfo that her hufband 
"'ason duty in the garrifon, he paid her a viflt, which was dif- 
turbed by the unexpected return of her hufband. The wife 
having fecured her gallant, gave admittance to her hufband, 
who told her, that as Arijiomenes was confined to his bed by a 
wound, the foldiers were allowed to retire to their houfes, to 
fvoid the bitter inclemency of the feafon. The Spartan no 
fooncr heard this, than he crept foftly out of doors, and car¬ 
ried the news to his matter, who immediately ordered the army 
to march, though it rained exceflively, and there was no moon¬ 
light. The fellow guiding them to the ford, they advanced and 


Met 


teem the attack before day-break. 


Though 


ifed, yet the inhabitants, both men and women, defended 
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molt 
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jirijlome- fury. At laft all hopes of preferring the city being loft, Arijl 
res march- early the fourth morning difpofed the women and childre 
es off with with the lefs able-bodied men, in the center, and drew up tl 
his troops. Mefjeman youth in the front and rear, and caufmg the laft ba 

rier to be thrown open, advanced at the head of them againft tl 
i Spartans, in order to force a paffage. The Spartan general pei 
ceiving his intent, ordered his men to open to the right and lef 
and allowed Arijlomenes to march off, as it were in triumph, t 
Arcadia. The Arcadians , though very defirous of fuccourin 
the inhabitants of Era , had been prevented by their king, Aril 
. iocrates , who was in the intereft of the Spartans. They, how 
ever, no fooner heard that Arijlomenes was on their frontiers, thai 
they went in crowds to carry him provifions. Arijlomenes , in 
general ailembly of the Arcadians , laid before them one of th> 
The king boldeft and beft-concerted fchemes recorded in hiftory. He fau 
of Arcada that he had yet 500 undaunted foldiers, and that as moft of th( 
again be- Spartans were probably employed in pillaging Era, he was deter- 
trays the mined to march and furprife Sparta. Artjiocrates , by various 
MeJJeni- pretences, retarded the execution of this projedf, and in the 
ans. mean time gave intelligence of it to the Spartans. The Ana- 
He is flo- dians at length fufpedting him, waited for, and furprifedhis 
ned by his meffeRgers as they came back, and thereby difcovering his 
ibbjeds. treacherous correfpondence, immediately ftoned him to death, 

ere&ing afterwards a monument over him, with an inlcriptioii 
to perpetuate his infamy. The MeJJ'enians paffed over into Si- 
cily, under the command of Corpus and Manticlus , and found¬ 
ed the city of Mefjene, afterwards one of the moft famous in 
that ifland. Arijlomenes , however, remained in Greece, where 
;he married all his daughters, except the youngeft, to perfons 
of great rank. A prince of Rhodes being direfted by the oracle 
at Delphi , to marry the daughter of the moft worthy of the 
Greeks , demanded the virgin daughter of Arijlomenes , whocon- 
fenting to the alliance, accompanied his fon-in-Iaw to Rhodes, 
where he formed a fcheme of uniting the Lydians and Meeks 
Arijlome- againft the Spartans ; but before he could put it in execution, he 
rss dies. W as furprifed by death *. 

Nejfenia The Spartans , now matters of MeJJeni a, treated thofe inlia- 
divided by bitants that remained with fuch feverity, that it became pro- 
the Spar- verbial- They made them all flaves, and except the diftrift of 
tans* Methane, which they gave to the Argives , they divided the 

whole country among their own citizens, which rendered them 
much more formidable than hitherto they had been. 

The two following kings of Sparta were Eurycrates, the ion 
of Anaxander , and Archidamus, the fon of Anaxidamus, of 
whom nothing is recorded by hiftorians, but that they reigned 

in peace and quietnefs. _ 

The Eurycrates was fucceeded by his fon Leo, and Archidamus by 

reigns of his fon Arijlo. Leo , from fome of his fayings, appears to have 

Leo and 
Arijlo* 
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feeti a man of great capacity, and very folicitous for the flri& 
execution of juftice. Being afked, Under what government a 
turn might live fafeft ? He immediately anfwered, Where the in - 
habitants are neither wealthy nor poor j where integrity is Jure to meet 
with many friends, and fraud with none. At the Olympic games 
when every body commended the victors, How much better , faid 
}ie ivould it have been , if thefe men had laid out the pains they 
have taken to be fwift, tn learning to be honeft. Arifto , his col- 
legue, having ho iffue by two wives, married a third, who was 
the wife of his friend Agetus , and the moft beautiful woman in, 

Sfarta. He obtained her by the following ftratagem: finding 
his friend one day in a gay humour, he fwore to give him what¬ 
ever precious thing he chofe belonging to himfelf, and drew 
from him a like oath, in confequence of which he demanded 
his wife. Agetus protefted that he did not intend his wife to be 
included in the promife, but the king infilling, he fubmitted. 

About feven months after fhe bore a fon, whom, neverthelefs, 
he owned as his, and called him Demaratus The Lacedcemo- 
mns, during the reigns of Leo and Arifto , were engaged in a 
war with the Tegeatee , wherein, according to the account of 
Paufanias , they were fuccefsful. 

Anaxandrides fucceeded his father Leo , during the life-time of Anaxan- 
his collegue Arifto. He is reported to have had two wives at dndes fuo- 
once, which was a Angular thing in Sparta. He married his coeds Leo, 
fecond wife at the delire of the Ephori , becaule his firft wife 
was childlefsj however, he refufed to divorce his firft wife. 

Not long after his marriage with his fecond wife, fhe bore him 
Ckomenes. His firft wife then alfo conceived, and brought him 
a fon, who was called Doricus , and afterwards, bore two others, 
namely, Leonidas and Cleombrotus. Both Arifto and Anaxan- 
drides were princes of great worth, and were mightily beloved 
by the people. 

They were fucceeded by their Tons, Demaratus and Clcomenes , Denial 
which I aft was promoted to the throne, merely from the regard tus a nd 
which the Lacedaemonians had for birth-right; for he was known Qeovunes, 
to be at certain times out of his fenfes, and when he ha • them, 
he was cunning, ambitious, and deceitful out of meafure. His 
brother Doricus , who was remarkable for his prudence, and the 
gentlenefs of his temper, was fo much difgufted at his brother’s 
being preferred before him, that he demanded leave to lead out a 
colony. Cleomcnes in the very beginning of his reign, engaged 
in a war with the Argives , whom he beat, and having driven a 
coniiderable body of them into a wood, he caufed the wood io 
he feton fire. By all his actions he appears to have been a man 
of a fierce untra£lable temper, a great lover of war, in which 
he fought only victory, without minding whether his means 

were juft or not. 

* Paufan. in Lacon. Herod. 1 . 6, Plut. Apoph. Lacon. 
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He was a great friend to Clijlhenes , the Athenian, and hi< 
party, and at his requeft he drove the Pijijiratidee out of Athens 
Afterwards he joined with Jfagoras , whom the Athenians had 
banifhed, and made feveral attempts to confer on him the iove- 
reignty of that city. Cleomenes by his haughty behaviour, and 
his wafting the territory of Eleufma, fo difgufted the LacecUm1- 
iiians, that they renounced their alliance with the Spartans. 

His wild proceedings were oppofed by his collegue, Dema- 
ratus, who was a very worthy and excellent perfon, and ac- 
cufed him to the Ephori, as a difturber of the peace of Greece. 
This accufation, however, turned to the diladvantage of be- 
maratus; for Cleomenes returning from Mgina, whither he had 
gone to feize fome principal perfons, under pretence that they 
were in the Perjian intereft, he found means, not only to get 
Vemara- himfelf acquitted, but alfo his collegue depofed, alledging that 
tees depof- he was not of the royal race, but the fon of Agetus. By cor¬ 
rupting the oracle at Delphi he carried his point, and Demur atm 
being fet afide, Leotychides, his coufin, was raifed to the regal 
dignity. Demaratus, inftead of quitting his country, continued 
to ferve the ftate, to the utmoft of his power, by executing in, 
ferior magiftracies. The infults of his fucceflor, however, at 
length vanquifhing his patience, he entreated his mother to fa- 
tisfy him as to his birth, and fhe alluring him that he was really 
the king’s fon, he left Sparta and retired to the court of Darius , 
who received him with the utmoft civility, afligned him large 
revenues, and treated him in every refpedt like a prince. In 
his exile he behaved in a manner fuitable to his dignity, and 
He retires ftiewed no rancour againft his country. On the contrary, when 
to Perfm. he found that the Perfian was determined to make war on 
Bef. Cnr. Greece, he fent the firft advice thereof, cut in tables, which he 
485. afterwards covered with wax. Such was his merit, that none 

of the Perfians envied the honours and revenues which he ac¬ 
quired in their country, where his pofterity flourilhed many ages 
after. 

leotychi- Leotychides being raifed to the kingdom, by the craft of Chi¬ 
des fuc- menes, fuffered himfelf to be governed by him in every thing, 
ceeds De~ and went with him to /Egina, from whence they brought away 

fome of the inhabitants prifoners, and left them with the Jthc- 
nians , th<;ir mortal enemies. Cleomenes foon after was folicited 
by Arijlagoras, tyrant of Miletus, to aftift the Ionian cities againft 
the Perjian king. Having patiently heard the prepekiis of 
Arijlagoras, both as to the method of the war, and the private 
advantages that might accrue to himfelf, he abfolutely refufed to 
hearken to his propofals. In this he adted with great penetra¬ 
tion as well as integrity ; for the fame prince prevailing with 
the Athenians, thereby kindled that war which had well nigh 
brought on the total deftrudtion of Greece. He refilled alfo the 
lolicitations of the tyrant of Samos , and as he tempted him with 
money, he even complained of him to the Ephori . 

The Spartans afterwards Teeming inclined to. examine ftricny 

into the affair of Demaratus , Cleomenes thought proper to fl 

fir 


maratus. 
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frft Into Thejfaly , and then into Arcadia , where he attempted to Cleomenes 
engage a body of men into his fervice. The Ephori , apprehen- flies to 
jive that he might raife fome difturbances, recalled him and Thejfaly, 
reftored him to his dignity. Soon after his return he fell mad, but is re- 
and thruft his fceptre in the faces of thofe he met in the ftreets; ftored to 
upon which they were conftrained. to confine him, and to put his digni- 
him in fetters of wood. Having in this condition, partly by ty. 
fair means, and partly by threats, obtained a fword from a 
Helot , who was his keeper, he began at the calf of his leg, and 
ripping himfelf up till he cut out his bowels, he fell down dead. Hj s death.' 

His madnefs by fome is attributed to his drinking immoderately 
with ambafladors from Scythia. He left, behind him a daughter, 
named Gorgo , one of the mod celebrated women of her time. 

Upon his death the Alginates made complaints to the Spartans ■, 
againft Leotychides , for carrying off the principal men of their 
ifland, and putting them into the hands of the Athenians . The 
Spartans declaimed the whole of this tranfadfion, and having 
norefpedf for Lcotychicles , offered to deliver him into the hands 
ofthe Jiginates ; but all the fatisfadfion the deputies from JEgina 
required was, that he fhould go with them to Athens , and ufe 
his utmoft endeavours to procure the freedom of their hollages. 

This he readily agreed to, but the Athenians not complying with 
his 1‘olicitations, he returned to Sparta , where he ftill retained 
the regal dignity, without being beloved by the people. 

His collegue, after the death of Gleomenes , was Leonidas , half Leonidas 
brother of the deceafed king, and fon of Anaxandrides . He fucceeds 
married Gorgo, the daughter of Cleomenes. He was diftinguifh- Cleomenes. 
cd for his great moderation and intrepidity. The defigns of the The Spar- 
Peijians againft Greece , being difcovered by the intelligence fent tans re- 
by Demaratus to Gorgo , the wife of Leonidas , the Spartans re- folve to 
folved to oppofe them, and a general aflembly being afterwards oppofe the 
held at the IJlhmus , the following refolutions were taken : That Perfans. 
theJlates of Greece Jloould unanimoufiy join in defending its liberty 
amnft the Perfians ; that for the prefent all their quarrels amongji 
mmj'eves Jhould be fufpended ; that the tenth of the fpoil Jhould be 
dedicated to Apollo j and that of thofe who deferted the common 
caufe, every tenth man Jhould be put to death without mercy. Of 
all the confederates, however, only the Spartans and Athenians 
kept up to thefe generous refolutions. « 

The TheJJalians , who lay moft expofed to the invaders, upon 
the approach of Xerxes , prefling the Greeks to haften their fuc- 
cours, 10,000 men were fent to Thejfaly , under the command 
of Evenetus , a Spartan , and Thcmijlocles , an Athenian . It being 
afterwards judged improper to attempt to make a ftand in that 
plain country, thofe troops therefore returned, and gave up 
Lhefaly to the invaders. 

In the next general council, it being refolved to defend the 
pafs of Thermopylae , 6000 men were appointed for that fervice, 
and the command of them given to Leonidas. Of thele only 
3°o were Spartans , according to the direction of the king, and 
when fome principal perfons demanded of liim, whether he had 

not 
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not a fecret defign in his head, he anfwered, I pretend to defen 
the ftraits of Thermopylae; but in truth I go to die’for my coun 
try; he having refolved to Sacrifice himfelf for its iafety, as a 
oracle had declared, that either Lacedaemon or its king muftnecel 
farily perifh. His wife, when he took his leave of her, afkin 
him if he had nothing to fay to her. Marry , faid he, fame bm 
man , and bring him brave children, 
leontdas He proceeded with his chofen band of 300 to Thermopylae 
defends where, for a confiderable time, he repulfed the Pcrfiansm itl 
the ftraits great flaughter. Being informed, however, that they had beer 
of 7 her- conduced by a private road over the mountain, and would foot 
mopyltz attack him in the rear, he fent away all his allies, and befides 
with great the 300 Spartans , retained only 700 TJoefpians and 400 Thebans 
bravery. The Thebans were retained contrary to their inclination, but 

all the others willingly devoted themfelves to death. Lcoritk j 
looking on his Spartans , and obferving fome ftriplings, who 
had fcarce attained the age of men, he pitied their hard fate, 
and calling them to him one after another, he pretended to fend 
by each of them billets to the Ephori. He would alfo have 
done the fame thing in favour of fome perfons of extraordinary 
merit, but they penetrating his defign. refufed to obey him; 
one of them anfwering, Sir 9 I came to Jerve you as a foldier , not 
as a courier ; another, Let us fight firfi , Sir, and then Twill 
carry your account of the battle. Having pafled the ftraits, he re¬ 
fits death, newed the engagement, in which he and all his Spartans were 

llain, together with the Thefpians ; but the Tfjebans holding up 
their targets, cried out for quarter, which was given only to a 
few, and they were ftigmatized. One Spartan, indeed, efcaped 
and returned to Sparta , where he was looked upon as infamous, 
and furnamed the fugitive but he afterwards redeemed his cre¬ 
dit, by devoting nimfelf to death at the battle of Plataa , when 
it was unanimoufly agreed, that he had merited the prize of 
valour. 

Xerxes , who loft in the a&ion at Thermopylae two of his bro¬ 
thers, and 20,000 of his beft troops, was exafperated greatly 
againft Leonidas , and caufed his body to be nailed to a crofs; 
a barbarity which reflected great difhonour upon himlelf. Being 
now convinced that the Greeks would not be terrified into fub- 
miffion by the number of his forces, he fent for Demaratus, who 
attended him in the expedition, and adjured him by the kindnefs 
he had (hewn him, to give his fentiments fincerely, as to the 
beft method for carrying on the war. Demaratus advifed himto 
feize the ifland of Cythera, which lay over againft Laconia , from 
Whence he could have greatly incommoded the Lacedamoniam, 
who would have been obliged to abandon the Athenians: but 
Achamenes , the king’s brother, being of a different _ opinion, 
Xerxes preferred his council, and thereby failed in his defign. 
Xerxes a- The Perfian fleet being foon after defeated at Salamis , Xerxes , 
bandons with the utmoft difpatch, abandoned Greece and returned to 
G/eece. Jfia, leaving behind him, however, 300,006 chofen men, un¬ 

der the command of Mardonius . After the flight of Xerxes, 

the 
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Athenians, the following year, defeated the Perftans at Mycale 
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Leonidas 


Paufc 


PVtf}archus i was PM, 


during the minority, in right of which he was the firft magif- ceeds 
trate in Sparta, as Leotycbides was abfent with the fleet. On Leonn 

ies gained the victory at Mycale , Pau- 


rijhdes , at tl 

a Mardonius 


tirely defeat 

farce 3000 out of 300,000 Perftans efcaped, exclufive of 40,000 T 
who had retired towards Thrace with Artabazm. The lofs off 
the Greeks in this battle is varioufly related. According to He- fe 
rclotus , only 91 Spartans were flain, 16 Tcgetaans , and 52 Athe- P 
mm. Plutarch makes their flain 1360; but Diodorus Siculus 
fays they amounted to near 10,000. After the battle, Paufa- 
m was advifed by Lampon, of Mgina, to caufe the body of 
Marclonius to be hung upon a crofs, as a retaliation of the in¬ 
dignity offered by Xerxes to the body of Leonidas. He difdained. 
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verely for prefuming to give him fuch an advice. 
Paufanias received the tenth of all fpoils, am 


Lamp 


Xerxes 


he had left to Marclonius , with the mighty magazines of luxury 
belonging thereto. Having viewed thofe fpoils, he ordered the 
hrfmn cooks and bakers to prepare him fuch a fupper as they 
were wont to do for that general, which when they had done, 
he ordered fome of his own fervants to drefs a Spartan meal. 
He then fent for fome of the principal officers among the Greeks , 


fee the folly of the king of the Medes 


Gre 


fmptuous manner at home , came hither to pillage us who fare fo 

hardly. The decifive vidfory at Platcea having put an end to 

the war, Paufanias refolved to punifh thofe who had betrayed The The* 

the common caufe of Greece , and with that view marched im -bans, of 

mediately to Thebes. The Thebans foon after finding that it the Per- 

would be impoffible to defend their city, capitulated, and deli -fan fac- 
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the Median 
caufed to be put to death at Corinth. 
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arrifons. On this defign, he and Arif 


having driven the Perftans from that ifland, 
Byzantium, which they reftored to its liberty. 
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to make himfelf fovereign of Greece. To convince the Perftans refpon- 
81 nis fincerity, he allowed all thofe prifoners he had taken at deuce 

B.yzan- with, the 

p erf am. 






Byzantium to efcape. He now adopted the manners of tfi 
Perjians , affeCted all their flate and luxury, and derided th 
plain cuftoms of his country, of which he had formerly been f 
fond. The allies, highly offended at his conduCh, fent private! 
to accufe him at Sparta , and in the mean time deprived him o 
his command, ana even befieged him in Byzantium. Efcapino- 
however, from thence, he fled to Heraclea , and afterwards re¬ 
turned to Sparta , where he was feized by the Ephori. As thi 
evidence was not fufficient to conviCt him, they, in all proba¬ 
bility, not caring to proceed with rigour ngainft fo eminent £ 

I ierfon, on bare fufpicions, fet him at liberty. He, neverthe- 
efs, Hill continued his correfpondence with Artabazus , and tc 
prevent difeovery, it was agreed, that Artabazns Ihould put tc 
death all thofe flaves who brought him Paufanias’s letters. 

Paufanias growing impatient, and finding that Themijloch , 
notwithftanding the injuries done him by the Athenians , would 
not enter into his meafures, he wrote in peremptory terms to 
Artabazus , and confided his letters to a particular favourite. 
His trea- This man reflecting that none of Paufanias ’s meffengers ever 
Ion difeo- returned, opened his letters, and finding that he was to have 
vered. met with the fate of his predeceffors, he carried them to the 

Ephori. Afterwards, flying to a temple, as to a fanCtuary. 
where fome Spartans had concealed themfelves, Paufanias came 
and expoftulated with him why he had not carried his letters, 
Thofe who were concealed overheard the difeourfe, and became 
direCt witnefles againft the king, who fufpccting that the Ephori 
intended again to feize him, fled to the temple of Minerva. 
This gave occafion to one of the molt extraordinary proceed¬ 
ings recorded in hiftory j for while the Lacedaemonians were con- 
fulting how to aCt, the mother of Paujanias came and placed 
a tile at the door of the temple, and then retired to her own 
houfe without fpeaking a word. The Spartans having confi- 
dered her conduCt, immediately blocked up the gate, and thus 
His un- reduced him to the neceffity of ftarving in the temple. When 
happy they were fare he was dead, they opened the gate again and de¬ 
end. livered his body to his relations. 

Leotycbi - Leotychides about this time being fent with an army to chaftife 
ties dies, the Thcfl'alians , inftead of doing his duty, after he had obtained 

a victory, began to receive bribes, and was furprifed in his tent 
with money in both hands. Upon his return to Sparta , finding 
that the citizens were in no humour to difpenfe with his infi¬ 
delity, he, to avoid their fury, fled to Tegea, and died there in 

exile, 

Pliftoa - Plifiarchus , the fon of Leonidas , dying young, was fucceeded 

tiax. by Plijioanax , the fon of Paufanias , the next regal heir of that 

line, and Leotychicles had for his l'ucceflbr his grandfon Archida- 

tnas. Both thefe princes were of a mild and peaceable difpofi- 

tion, and could not be accufed of any of the misfortunes that 

befcl the Spartans during their reigns. At the end of the 77th 

olympiad, Sparta was almoft totally deftroyed by a terrible 

earthquake, five houfes only efcaping. ruin, according to Plu¬ 
tarch, 
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h, and 20,000 perfons, according to Diodorus, being killed. A dread¬ 


ful earth¬ 
quake at 


Archi damns, in the midft 

markable inftance of his wifdom and firmnefs. To r _ 

lives of his citizens, who imprudently rifked themfelves to fave 
their effe£fe, he caufed an alarm to be founded, as if an enemy 
had been juft at hand, which made them arm themfelves and 
repair into the field* This brought them double fafety, for the 
Helots taking advantage of the prefent calamity, came in arm3 
to Sparta , expecting they fhould find none to withftand them, 
but were repulfed with lofs. 

The Helots now defpairing of being pardoned, determined td 
perfift in their revolt, as the Spartans were riot only weakened 
by the late calamity, but were alfo upon bad term', with feveral 
Of their neighbours. The 


The He¬ 
lots revolt, 


i 


uzing a port 


... MeJJi... 

conla. . The Spartans 111 this diltrels obtained fuccouis from the 
Athenians , under the command of Cimon, the fon of MUtiadest 
Their other allies feeing the readinefs of the Athenians , and 
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Sparta , likewife fent their 
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ed the Helots , ahd fortifie 
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Ithojne . This 


Mefji 


s and their confederates, the Athenians behaved 
gallantry, that the Spartans , jealous left they 
Ihould eclipfe their reputation, difmiffed them, telling them 


» 

are joined 
by the 
Mejfeni - 


fented 


lodger neceUarv. The Athenians gre 
upon their trooj ’ * ' ' ’ ’ 

neftly of reducing 


Soon after, the Phocians having taken feveral cities from the 
Dorians, inhabiting mount Parnajfus, the Spartans fent an army 
to the affiftance of the latter, who were originally of their na¬ 
tion. The Spartan general foon obliged the Phoc 
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falians, feizing the IJlk 
wards Tandgra in Bceo 
the Athenians. . The year following; 


Hoflilities 

Athenians , with the Argives and Tbef~ betwixt' 
’is to prevent his return, he retired to- the Athe - 

itftory oyer mans and 


.e Lacedermonians 
who were then at war 


uciciitcu ncax Tanagra by the Athenians, 
with the Thebans. The MeJJenian war ffill continued, and the 
Spartans defpairing of reducing Ithome, which they had invefted 
ten years, at length granted the Meffenidns the following terms: 
that the befieced fhould depart the Peloponnefe, never to return 

The 


Spartans . 


ilaves 


Spartans, fettled the Mejfe 


s 


at Naupadlus. . 

The Spartans foon after, at the defire of the Delpmans, took 

the poffeffion of the terhple of Delphi from the Phocians, and 
conferred it on them, for which the Delphians, by a decree, 
conferred on the Lacedaemonians a right of firft coniulting^ the 
oracle. The Athenians, not long, after, reftored the tei 
the Phocians, and from them obtained the fame privilege 
ifland of Euboea revolting from the Athenians , and the Lhebans 
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at the fame time renouncing their alliance, and defeating their 
army under ‘ Tolmides , the Spartans , who had declared for the 
Thebans , invaded Attica, under their king Pltftonax, who was 
attended by his guardian, Cleondrides. Pericles, by bribing Cle- 
ondrides, prevailed on him to perfuade PUJlonax to return home; 
Plijlmtax for which the Spartans punifhed the guardian with death, and 
feaniihed. drove the king into banifhment. 

Not long after, a truce was made for 30 years, between the 
Spartans and the Athenians , which \ as but ill obferved by both. 

In the 14th year of the truce a great affembly of deputies, from 
the ftates of the Peloponnefe and other parts of Greece , was held 
at Lacedeejnon, where they unanimoufly accufed the Athenians 
of tyranny, oppreflion, injuftice, and, in fine, of a multitude 
of other crimes. Some Athenian ambafladors, who then hap¬ 
pened to be in the city, defended the caufe of their country with 

all their might. The Spartans, after hearing both parties, were 
greatly inclined immediately to declare war againft th z.Athe¬ 
nians. Archidamus , the king, prudently advifed them not to 
precipitate the rupture, which would be fatal to both parties. 

* One of the Ephori , on the other hand, alledging that it was a 

great happinels for Sparta , that other ftates had taken umbrage 
at her rival, and that if Ihe was not quickly pulled down, their 
united efforts would be too weak: at his motion war was im¬ 
mediately decreed. The allies were then defired to prepare 
their quotas, and ambafladors were fent to Athens with offers of 
peace, which were reje&ed by the Athenians as diftionourable. 
The com- The Thebans foon after furprifing Plateea , both parties imme- 
mence- diately took the field. All the Peloponnejians, except the Ar- 
ment of gives and the Ach&ans, fided withSparta. Their allies, without 
the Pe/o- the Peloponnefe, were the Megarians , Phocians, Locrians, Boeo - 
pontnjian tians , Ambracots, Leucadians, and Ana/lorians. Archidamus , at 
war. the head of 60,000 men, advanced towards Attica , but being 
Eef. Ch. defirous to effedl an accommodation, he difpatched a meffenger 
431. to Athens, who was fent back unheard. He then marched into 

Attica , and advanced within two miles of Athens, deftroying 
the country, and wafting all things in a terrible manner. The 
Athenian fleet in the mean time infefted the coafts of Laconia, 
and made an unfuccefsful attempt upon Methone . The fame 
year the Spartans afligned Tbyreaznd its diftri< 5 ! to the Mginates , 
who had been expelled their ifland by the Athenians . 

In the following fpring, Archidamus again invaded Attica , 
where he continued only 40 days, and returned to protect the 
Peloponnefians from the ravages of the Athenian fleet. Archida¬ 
mus in the third year befieged Platcsa, which making an obfti- 
nate defence, he was obliged to turn the fiege into a blockade. 
In the 4th year he entered into Attica the third time, and de- 
ftroyed all the ripe corn. The year following, the Spartans' 
made themfelves mafters of Platcea, put all the garrifon to death, 
and razed the city to the ground. About the fame time Archi¬ 
damus died in a good old age, and after a very long reign. He 

was one of the beft kings that Sparta ever had, and left behind 

1 him 
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film two Tons, Agis and Ageftlaus , the eldeft of whom fucceeded 
him. The following fpring Agis invaded Attica ; but the Athe¬ 
nians feizing Pylus, he haftened back to recover, if poflible, that 
important place. The Spartans here were unfuccefsful, fo that 
they even folicited a general peace, which the Athenians would 
not confent to. The Athenians not long after feizing the ifland 
of Cythera , filled it with a colony of Mejfenians , who proved 
the bittereft enemies to the Laceacemonians. Thyrea was alfo 
taken, and the Alginates , who then inhabited it, were niaf- 

facred. 

The Lacedamonians refolved to attack the Athenian fettlements The Spat* 
in Thrace, andfent Braftdas thither with a confiderable force, /^attack 
When he was about to march, the Epbori caufed proclamation the Athe- 
to be made, that thofe Helots who would enter as volunteers, „i a „ f e t- 
fhould be made free. Two thoufand of them offering them- tlements 
lelves, they were accordingly declared freemen ; but foon after i n Thrace* 
they difappeared, and were never more heard of, having been 
barbaroufly malfacred. _ Seven hundred other Helots , with iooo 
Peloponnejtans , went with Braftdas, who being favoured by the 
Thracians, foon made himfelf matter of feveral places, parti¬ 
cularly of Aitiphipolis, notwithftanding the efforts of Thucydides, 
the hiftorian, who commanded in thofe parts for the Athenians , 
but was ill fupplied. Thefe conquefts of the Spartans brought 
down the haughtinefs of the Athenians , and made them confent 
to a truce for one year. The truce was hardly ended, when 
Braftdas furprifed the Athenian forces, under Cleon, and totally- 
routed them; but the victory was dear to the Spartans , for Bra¬ 
ftdas was mortally wounded. He was equally diftinguifhed for 
his bravery and modefty: while he was admired by ail men for 
his great exploits, he at the fame time behaved with as much 
humility as the meaneft citizen at Sparta . 

After this laft engagement, both parties weighing their lofles, A peace 
were inclined to put an end to the war. Plijloanax, the Spar- conclud- 
tan king, who had lately returned from banifhment, laboured e d. 

. all he could to promote this difpofition, hoping to be better Bef. Clin 
able to deal with his mutinous fubjeils in time of peace. He 421. 
had lived in exile 19 years, and the Spartans had recalled him in 
compliance with an oracle of Delphi, which, however, was 
fuppofed to have been procured by means of prefents from the 
king. Plijloanax getting the Epbori to join with him, procured 
a peace to be concluded, after the war had raged ten years. 

Many of the Peloponneftan ftates were greatly diflatisfied with 
this peace, and feveral of them leagued themfelves with Argos, 
a very powerful republic, which had never any great friendihip 
for Sparta. The Spartans hearing that the Argives and their al¬ 
lies were negociating at Athens, immediately feat ambaffadors 
thither, offering new conferences for reconciling the differences 
that had occurred fince the peace. Thefe ambaffadors being de¬ 
ceived by the artifices of Alcibiades , who fought to revive the 
war, were drawn to inflame the animofities of the Athenians, 

who dire&ly entered into the league with the Argives. The 

Ddz Ephort 



4©4 A GENERAL HISTORY 

A frefti Ephori who were next year ele&ed at Sparta, being like wife fond 
rupture of war, refufed in their turn to hearken to the propofals of Nicias , 
betwixt the Athenian, who was very defirous of prolonging the peace, 
the Spat - In the fummer following, when the 90th olympiad was cele- 
tum and brated, the Eleans, who had the direction of the games, and 
Athenians, had entered into the Argive league, publickly affronted the La¬ 
cedemonians . They refufed to let them facrifice, or in any man¬ 
ner partake of the lacred rites, becaufe the Lacedamonians , du¬ 
ring the celebration of former games, had violated the general 
truce, by feizing the caftle of Phoricus, and had negle&ed to pay 
the fine which had been laid upon them for that trefpafs *. 

The Corinthians not coming into the new league, the Argives 
the following year attempted to furprife Epidaurus , in hopes of 
fecuring themfelves on that fide againft the Corinthians , and alfo 
opening an eafy paflage to their allies, the Athenians . The 
Spartans to fecure Epidaurus , foon after fent a garrifon of 300 
men thither, and next fummer their king Agis entered the terri¬ 
tory of Argos with a very large army. The Argives , though 
they were very ill prepared, and had received no fuccours from 
Athens , yet refolved to fight; but at the very inftant the en¬ 
gagement fhould have begun, two Argive captains declaring, 
that their citizens were willing to agree to equitable terms of 
peace, Agis confented to a truce of four months. The allies of 
Sparta , who compofed the greateft part of his army, feeing no¬ 
thing effected after all their preparations, were exceedingly pro¬ 
voked at this proceeding, and Agis, upon his return to Sparta , 
was condemned to pay a great fine. The Argives were no lefs 
diffatisfied with their captains, who had propofed the peace, 
and would have knocked them on the head with Hones, if they 
had not retired into a fan&uary. 

The bat- Alcibiades arriving at Argos with 1000 Athenian foot and 300 
tie of horfe, the Argives renounced the truce, and ventured anen- 
Mantinea. gagement with the Spartans at Mantinca , where they were en¬ 
tirely defeated with the lofs of i 100 men. The Spartans , who 
Were commanded by Agis , loft 300, exclufive of their allies. 
After this defeat the faction in Argos , who were for oligarchy, 
declared for Sparta, and the democratic party for Athens ; but 
the former prevailing, entered into a league with Sparta for 50 
years. The following year, however, the Athenian party pre¬ 
vailed at Argos, and the year after, the Athenians violated the 
general peace lately concluded, by attacking the ifland of Me¬ 
los , and making incurfions into Laconia from Pylus. The Spar¬ 
tans gave leave to their fubje£ts to make reprifals upon the Athe¬ 
nians, and being now convinced of the fad effe&s of their am¬ 
bition, they began to ufe their allies with mildnefs and refpe&, 
and to treat the Helots with lenity, which foon gave a better 
afpect to their affairs. The Athenians on the other hand, by 
their haughtinefs and infolence, began to be hated and defpifea 




• Thucyd. 1 . 5. Paufan. in Eleis, 


by 


by 


OP THE WORLD. 

* 

; other Greek ftates. In the fourth year of the 93d olym- PHJ 1 < 
Pliftoanax died, and was fucceeded by his fon Pauft 


40c 


who, during his father’s exile, had been declared king, under by his (04 
the guardiamhip of his uncle Cleomenes. After his fucceffion to Pavfa- 
the throne, Agis marched againft the Eleans, to revenge the nias. 
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After the war had continued three 
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on 


fent at the Olympic j 
years, without any; 
was concluded. 

The Peloponnejian war again breaking out, the Spartans fent The P 
Gylippus with feme forces to affift the Syracufans , then befieged pwnefn 

Athenians , who, at the defire of the Egejl' 


a large armament to Sicily , under the command of Alcibiades breaks 


Nicias. The Atl 


Sp 
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manner of living. Agis was fo charmed with him, that he took 
him home to his houie; but he made him a very ill return for 
that favour by debauching his wife. The following fpring, ac- 


;y Decelta 
diftreffed 


The popular favour which Al¬ 


cibiades began to enjoy at Sparta , foon raifed agamlt him the 
envy of the nobility, which he perceiving, fought a pretence 
for quitting Sparta , and went with their troops to Ionia. 

Timeea , the wife of Agis, about the fame time bringing forth 
a fon, Agis faid publickly, that Alcibiades was his father; the 
mother alfo told her maids, that the boy, inftead of Leqtychidcs , 
fhould have been called Alcibiades. Mean while Gylipp 


Spartan 


& 


and fo tan gain 


L v /ander 


tally routed, and almoft wholly cut off. The Spartans* ej 
couraged by the fatal blow their enemy had received in Sicti 
exerted themfelves in Greece and Afia. They fent AJlyochus 
command the foreign troops, which were raifed with Perfu 
money, while Agis carried on the war in the heart of Attica.^ 

The care of maritime affairs was committed to Lyfande:\ wh 
though not a defeendant of the royal family, yet was allowed character, 
to be of the Herculean race. He was bred up in his younger yeais 
under all the reftri&ions of the Spartan infritutions, which ren¬ 
dered him bold, hardy, and patient. He was affable, modelt, 
vigilant, and indefatigable; was naturally ambitious, and had 
an extenfive genius. But with thele great qualities he had fome 

bafe ones, 
abfolutely 

common faying v* ***«, *~ -. - r a . 

and men with oaths. After taking the command of the fleet, the 



e could be very fupple and com pi ai fa nt, and was 

di&oneft, which vice he openly profcffed, - ’ 
nrlno' his. That children were cheated with p 
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gallies, made the ports free for ro er ?bants, and gave encourag - 
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wealthy and flourilhing. As Alcihiades , who had now aban^' 
doned the Spartan intereft, had got the ear of Piffaphernes, Ly¬ 
fander applied himfelf to the young Cyrus, accufing TifJ'aphernes 
to him, of betraying the Per/ian intereft, by fecretly favouring 
■ r the Athenians. By his complacency and condefcenfion, he fo 

gained on the young Cyrus, who was ordered by his father to 
fupport the Lacedemonians , that he obtained from him 10,000 
darics, to fupport his foldiers and refit his fleet. Agis in the 
mean time made an attempt to furprife Athens , but was repulfed 
with confiderable lofs. Athens being then filled with tumults, 
the new ma^iftrates made offers of peace, which were rejedted 
by Agis. boon after, the Spartans reduced Eub&a , which 
alarming the Athenians , rendered them more unanimous, and 
Alcihiades about the fame time gaining feyeral advantages at fea, 
they in their turn rejected the propofitions of peace made to 
them by the Spartans. Lyfandcr not long after gained a vi&ory 
over the Athenian fleet, while Alcihiades was abfent with a few 
The Athe- gallies. Though the Athenian commander had rifked an en- 
niat’s de- gagement, exprefsly againft the orders of Alcihiades , the Athe* 
feated at nians , however, blamed Alcihiades , and difmifled him, from 
fea< which time their affairs quickly declined. 

The Spartans foon after recalling Lyfandcr, gave the com¬ 
mand of their fleet to Collieratidas, a man not more diftinguifli- 
ed for his bravery than his integrity. Lyfander , who was greatly 
mortified with being recalled, did his fuccefior all the ill offices 
in his power. He lent back what money remained in his hands 
Callicrat to Cyrus, and at parting faid to his fucceuor with a fneer. Let us 
das fuc- fee now , Callicratidas, koiv you can fupport the charge of this 
ceeds Ly~ army. The noble Spartan found it, indeed, very difficult, and 
fonder 'in having brought no money from Sparta, he was obliged to go to 
the com- the court of Cyrus. His plainnefs was treated with contempt 
tnand. by the Perfans , and he finding it impoffible to gain admittance 

to the prince, faid, 1 mujl not be fo eagerfor money as to do any 
thing unbecoming Sparta; and returned to Ephefus. Cyrus con- 
fidering better of the matter, lent him afterwards money to pay 
his forces, and fome prefents for himfelf, which laft he lent 
back again. Callicratidas, irritated by the behaviour of the 
Spartans, curfed thoie who firft payed this court to the barba¬ 
rians, and fwore that upon his return to Sparta, he would ufe 
his utmoft endeavours to reconcile the Greeks. He, however, 
had not the good fortune ever to return to his native country. 
The Spar- Having defeated Conon, he befieged him in Mitylene ; but the 
tan fleet grand fleet of the Athenians coming to the relief of the befieged, 
defeated, he ventured an engagement off* the illands of /Eginufe , in 

which he was flain, and his fleet defeated. Both Cyrus and the 
Lacedemonian allies demanded that Lyfander fhould again be 
Ifander made admiral. This being dire&ly oppofite to the laws of 
again ap- Sparta , they appointed one Aracus admiral, but lodged the 
pointed power with Lyfander, who finding his fleet inferior to that of 
com- _ the enemy, avoided an engagement. Having eluded the enemy 
Diapder. fpr fome time, he failed to the Hellefpont, where he took Lamp- 
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ferns w He was purfued thither by the fleet of the Athenians, Hede™ 
who, in confidence of their fuperiority, allowed themfelves to the Athe¬ 
ns furprifed by him, and entirely defeated, their whole fleet fal- mam. 
ling into his hands, except nine gallies that efcaped with Conon Btf. Chr. 


Cyprus 


vidtory, which put an end to the Pelop 


405 . 


war, and the maritime power of Athens , threw a great authority 


Lyfander 


Sparta 


changed the government of all the neighbouring cities, whether 
they would or would not, placing in each of them a Spartan 
as chief magiftrate, with ten of his partizans, from Ephefus , 
where he had aflembled a great number of bold enterprifing 
men, whom he had attached to his intereft, by admitting them 
as partners in his crimes. Thefe new governors treated thole 
they ruled with the utmofl: haughtinefs and feverity, fo that from 
the very beginning, the Lacedemonian government was rendered 
ungrateful. 

r ander colle&ed all the mafs of wealth which his vi&ories 

it to be fent to Sparta , 
whither he_had before difpatched a meffenger with news of his 

both their kings, Agis 



Dry. The Spartans dire&ly fending 1 
Paufanias , with an army againft At). 


Lyfander 


after arriving on the coaft of Attica with an immenfe fleet, the j t p ens ta „ 
Athenians , after defending themfelves for iBveral months, were j. en tll * 

at length obliged to capitulate. The terms granted them were Spartans. 
contained in the following decree, preferved by Plutarch : Know 
this is the decree of Lacedaemonians. Pullyeclozvn the'P iraeum 
and the long walls. Quit all the towns ye are now pofjeffed of 


keep 


We grant you peace upon thefe 
provided you yield alfo to vjhat fnall he further thought 

for the number of 


reafonable , 

pips you may keep , obferve the orders we Jhall hereaj 
head. 


Lyfander left them only 
the walls to be demolim 


citadel, commanded by one of his own creatures 


twelve gallies, and having caufed 
ed, he commited the government to 
im, and left a Spartan garrifon in the 

He then 




care of 
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us , who was one of his creatures, and had diftin- Gylippus 
If in the defence of Syracufe. Notwithftanding the convi&e 
inftitutions of the Spartans 


gan to be held in efteem by them, which introduced fraud and atlc | fraud. 


avarice. Gylippus being of a covetous djfpofition, ripped open 
the money bags at the bottom, and haying taken confiderable 
fums from them, fewed them up again. When he delivered 
the money at Sparta , he defired that particular notice might be 
taken of the fairnefs of the fealsj but unluckily for him, Ly~. 
finder had put in each bag a ticket, exprefling the fum of money^ 
contained therein. U 
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and Ephori could not account for: but the fraud was foon fixed 
upon Gylippus, who being impeached by one of his fervants, 
was forced to leave his country, with the fcandalous imputation 

of being a cheat and a thief. 

Great difputes happened at Sparta about the wealth fent home 
by Lyfander. Many extolled him greatly, and exceedingly 
rejoiced at this good fortune, as they called it.. Others, who 
were better acquainted with the nature of things, and with 
their confritution^ looked upon the receipt of the treafure as an 
open violation of the laws of Lycurgus , and exprefled their ap- 
prehenfions loudly, that in procefs of time they might, by a 
change in their manners, pay infinitely more for riches than 
they were worth. They at laft confented to the following de¬ 
cree, that the ftate might make ufe of gold and filver, but that 
private men fhould poflefs neither, on pain of capital punifh- 
ments, aftrange and ineffe&ual expedient, as Plutarch obferves, 
becaufe declaring money to be ufeful to the ftate, evidently jufti- 
fied private men in their inclination to be poflefled of it, and 
left their hearts open to avarice and the admiration of riches. 
lyfander's Lyfander mean while returning to the Hellefpont ,. aCted in his 
arbitrary ufual arbitrary manner. Even while he remained in Greece , he 
conduct, did many prefumptuous a<fts, and particularly he fet up his own 

ftatue, and the ftatues of fuch of his commanders as were in his 
good graces, in brafs. In Afta he ftill fet lefs bounds to his am¬ 
bition, and not only made the Greek cities dependant on him, 

• but ftruck terror into the Perftan governors, and particularly mal¬ 
treated Pharnabazus. This Per Pan grandee refolved, if poffi- 
ble, to humble the infolence and haughtinefs of Lyfander , and 
for this purpofe djfpatched fome of his emiftaries to Sparta , 
where they expofed his ambitious views, charging him with an 
intention to render himfelf general for life, and independant 
pf his conftituents, and alledged fuch probable reafons for what 
they faid, that the fenate and Ephori immediately difpatched a 
Jle is re- fcytale to recall him. This fcytale was a narrow flip of parch- 
palied, ment, which was rolled in a fpiral manner, round a fmall flick, 

and then wrote upon. Being unloofed, the writing could not 
be read, till the parchment was again rolled up upon a ftick of 
the fame dimenfions, which the general carried with him when 
he went upon any expedition. 

The furprife of Lyfander was inexpreffible when he received 
the fcytale, of which he had no previous intelligence. Hearrr 
jng alfo that fome of his friends had been put to death at home, 
particularly Thorax , one of his principal commanders, in whofe 
houfe a large quantity of filver haa been found, he began to 
fufpecl that his recall was owing to the intrigues of Pharnabazus , 
who had taken that method of refenting the injuries he had 
received from him. He therefore refolved, according to his 
maxim, to cek out the lion's Jkin with that of the fox*, and 
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procuring a conference with Pharnabazus , ufed all his art to 
Ibftcn the Perf an , and to engage him by a letter under his hand, 
to deny what might have been fuggefted in his name to the Ephori and out- 
?n d fen ate. Pharnabazus feemed to make fome difficulty of witted by 
complying, but at length wrote a letter in Lyfander*s prefence, Fharna- 
and in terms fuitable to his wifh. Having, however, before bazus. 
prepared a letter of quite a different nature, he fubftituted it 
while he pretended to fold the other, fo that Lyfander , with all 
his policy, was outwitted. 

Upon his arrival at Sparta , being informed of the contents 
of the letter of Pharnabazus , he was greatly difturbed, and 
fearing that he fliould be called to an account, he pretended 
that Jupiter Ammon had commanded him in a vifion to come im¬ 
mediately and confult his oracle. The Ephori and fenate with 
fome relu&ance allowed him to depart, but he was no fooner 
gone, than the kings began to contrive the deftru&ion of his 
friends, thereby to ruin his intereft. The Athenians at this 
time taking arms againft their tyrants, Lyfander fuddenly re¬ 
turned to Sparta , and preffed the government to fupport thofe 
whom he had eftabl ifhed at Athens , and defired to have the com¬ 
mand in the expedition. This the kings oppofed ; and Paufa - 
nias procured the command of the army to be vefted in him, 
and marching to Athens , inftead of affifting the tyrants, enter¬ 
ed in a private negociation with the Athenians , and procured for 
them a peace with Sparta on very honourable terms. This The peo- 
proceeding was highly refented by Lyfander , who, not long pie recon- 
after, had an opportunity of venting his fpTeen, and of recon-ciled to 
ciling himfelf to the people; for the Athenians a few years after him. 
favouring the Perjians againft the Lacedecmonians , Paufanias was 
highly blamed by his countrymen, and Lyfander extolled for a 
man of integrity, and true public fpirit. While things were 
in this fituation, Agis died at Sparta , having in his laft moments 
owned Leotychides for his fon in a public manner. 

Notwithstanding the folemn declaration of Agis in favour of Agefslaus 
Leotychides , Ageflaus, the brother of the deceafed, claimed the fucceeds 
crown, and his great capacity and exemplary virtues having Agis, and 
procured him many friends, and Lyfander efpoufing his intereft, lets afide 
he was declared king, and Leotychides was excluded as illegiti- Leotychir 
mate, both from the kingdom and the private eftate of his fa - des* 
ther. As Ageflaus had one leg fhorter than the other, his ene¬ 
mies urged againft him an ancient oracle, that advifed Sparta 
to beware of a lame reign . Lyfander made a jeft of this oracle, 
and turned its fenfe againft Leotychides himfelf, who, as a baftard, 
he faid, could have no title to the throne, therefore that it was 
fuch a lame reign againft which the oracle warned them. Age- 
plans being born a younger brother, was educated no lefs feverely 
than the children of the meaneft Laccdeemonian, which after¬ 
wards proved a great happinels to him. _ He was brave, active, 
and of an high fpirit, and at. the fame time, by his public edu- 

pation, he had acquired a good-natured, affable, and gentle be¬ 
haviour, which greatly endeared lum to the people. He was 

• - • ? J " ’ ' extremely 
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extremely fond of his country, and preferred her intereft nc 

only to his Own, to his peace and to his fafety, but to his ho 
Hour and his reputation. He thought all things fit which fh 
commanded, and placed his utmoft happinefs in his capacity c 
ferving her. 

Agejilaus , upon his elevation to the throne, gave half of hi 
brother’s eftate to his relations by the mother’s fide, who, the 
Agejilaus they were perfons of great merff, were till this time in very l ov 
is greatly circumftances. Inftead of oppofing the Ephori , or the fenate 
beloved he treated them with the utmoft civility, and with the greater 
by the confidence and affection. He was ever ftudious to oblige thof< 

people, who were of the oppofite party, at the time of his election, re¬ 
lieving them under their misfortunes, and preferring then 
whenever their merit gave them a reafonable pretence thereto 
The Ephori at laft feeing no ill qualities to be offended with 
took umbrage at his good ones, and laid a fine on him for i 
e very extraordinary crime; namely, for monopolizing the af¬ 
fections of the people, which proceeding, however, was agree¬ 
able to the constitution of Sparta . 

The Per - Before his accelfion, as we obferved, the Perjians had declar- 
Jians de- ed war againft the Spartans , Artaxerxes being irritated againfl 
dare war them and the Greek cities in AJia, on account of the part the) 
againft the had taken in the revolt of his brother Cyrus, who, when he 
Spartans, marched to difpute the crown, had 10,000 Greeks in his army, 

commanded by Clearchus, the Spartan. The Lacedamonm 
fent Thymbro to Afta , with 1000 Laconian foot, 4000 Peloponne- 
Jian infantry, and 300 horfe. This man finding he could make 
no impreflion on tnefenemy, plundered the Greek cities that he 
bad been fent to aflift, on which account he was quickly re¬ 
called. Denyllidas, who was a great politician, and a fkilfu 
engineer, fucceeded him. He finding his force too fmall to ac : 
againft Pharnabazns and TiJap hemes, refolved to fet them ai 
variance with each other ; in which he fucceeded fo well, thai 
he prevailed upon the latter to remain ina&ive, while he attackei 
the former, over whom he gained great advantages. Afterwards 
when at the command of the king they both united, he oppofei 
them without any lofs, though his army did not exceed 70a 
men, and the Perjians had zo,oco foot and 10,000 horfe in thi 
field. Tijfaphernes , who had been a witnefs of the bravery 0 
thofe Greeks that had accompanied Cyrus , declined engaging 
and concluded a treaty with Dercyllidas on thefe terms, that m 
Greek cities lhould remain free $ that the Spartan army fhouli 
A treaty retire out of his province, and the Lacedemonian governors re 
between move out of the cities ; and that the treaty lhould fubfift till i 
Dercylli- was either ratified or difavowed by the king of Perfta and th 
das and ftate of Sparta. 

Tijfapber- The Perfian king, however, foon after fitting out a fleet 0 
nes. 300 gallies, the Greek cities applied to Sparta , and a war bein; 

looked upon as certain, Agejilaus was declared general of Greed 
A little before this nomination, when Agcftlaus was facriiicin 
for his country, the augur from the infpe&ion of the vi&im 

declarec 
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* dared, that there was Tome very great conspiracy on foot 
wainft him and all the magiftrates of Sparta. Soon after, the 
jjnfpiracy was difcovered by one of the perfons engaged in it, 

jj 0 c onfeffed that one Cinado , becaufe he could not bear any 
one in the ftate greater than himfelf, had formed a defign, with 
fcveral others, to cut off the kings, the fenators, and the Ephori. 

Cinado being apprehended, the fenate took fuch quick meafures, 
though with fome little injury to the laws, that all the confpira- 
tors were fuddenly removed out of the way. 

The public being no longer in danger, Lyfander,- who burned 
with an impatient defire of returning again into Afia , which 
haJ been the fcene of his triumphs, procured fuch an army to 
he decreed Ageftlaus , as would, in all probability, have left no 
room for Alexander's conquefts, as Plutarch obferves, if no crofs 
accident had intervened. Befides the forces already in Afia , 
the Spartans voted 2000 manumitted Helots , and 6000 Pelopon- 
foot. Ageftlaus having a council of 30 aligned him, of 
whom Lyfander was the chief, went to Aulis while his army 
was affembling. Being there admonifhed in a dream, to imi¬ 
tate Agamemnon in facrihcing, he caufed a hind to be crowned 
with garlands, and directed his own augur to folemnize the 
facrifice. The Boeotians , extremely provoked, that in their 
territories he fhould employ one of his attendants, inftead of 
the facrificer appointed by them, fent deputies to forbid him to 
facrifice in a manner contrary to their laws. The deputies find¬ 
ing their remonftrance not regarded, went dire&Iy to the altar, 
and threw the facrifice off it on the ground, which trivial cir- 
cumftance raifed a great animofity betwixt th zBoeotians and Spar¬ 
tan^ and afterwards proved the occafion of a war, that fub- 
verted the Spartan empire over Greece, and had almoft deftroyed 
her ftate. 

Ageflaus was fo difeompofed, that he immediately hoifted fail Agefuaus 
for Afia , where he foon found himfelf in a fituation that he.proceeds 
could not have forefeen. At Sparta he was king; but here Ly- with an 
fonder was treated as if he haa been fomewhat more. All re- army to 
fpeft, all application was paid to him, and he received it rather Afia. 
with the haughtinefs of a deity, than the condefcenfion of a 
man. The other counfellors foon grew uneafy, at finding 
themfelves degraded into officers, or rather fervants of one of 
their collegues, and cpmplained to the king, who diredfly ap¬ 
plied a very quick remedy. He denied every fuit Lyfander made 
to him, and countenanced all who did not apply to him, which, 
however, only in part had the effedt intended; for the Greeks, 
though they declined any longer moving their {uits by Lyfander , 
yet continued to pay him as much refpedt as before. This net¬ 
tled the king, though he was not naturally envious. He there¬ 
fore appointed Lyfander overfeer of his provifions, and to infult 
the hnians , faid openly, 44 Let them now go and pay court to Mminder 
“ my chief butcher.” Lyfander quickly took an opportunity {landing 
of coming to an eclairciftement; for the firft time they were betwixt 

alone, he addreffed the king thus; “In truth, Ageftlaus , you him and 

44 know Lyjandtr, 



4«* 


A GENERAL history 


€C 


<e know very well how to leflen your friends.” (< Yes,” an 
fwered the king, 46 when they affect to be greater than I j n 0 
can it be thought unjuft that thofe ftiould have power witl 

who are zealous in promoting my power.” “ Sir,” re¬ 
plied Lyfander, , “ you are pleafed to exercife a greater liberty it 
“ fpeaking, than ever I did in adting; but I intreat you, foi 
the fake of thofe ftrangers who have their eyes upon us, tc 


me 


cc 


affign me that 


it poft wherein I may be leaft fu fpe&ed by you 
* c and have it rnoft in my power to do you fervice.” The king 
thereupon appointed him ambaffador to the allies of Sparta , neat 
the Hellefpont, in which employment he retained all his refent- 
ment, without, however, neglecting any part of his duty. 
Some time after, he returned to Sparta , highly diffatisfied with 
The latter his treatment, and with the government of his country, which 
refolves to he refolved to overturn, if it was in his power, 
overturn Plutarch gives us the following account of his plot, from the 
the go- hiftorian Ephorus.. He had many years revolved in his mind, 
vernment the defign of altering the form of lucceffion, which was then 
of his confined to two families only, and to make the crown ele&ive, 
country, in hopes that by his great intereft he might be promoted himfelf. 

Having in vain endeavoured to corrupt the oracles at Delphi , 
Do dona, and Jupiter Ammon , to favour his defign, he fell upon 
another expedient. A woman in the kingdom of Pontus, fome 
years before, had given out that fhe was with child by Apollo, 
and being delivered of a fon, named Silenus , the greateft per- 
fons in that nation had difputed the honour of nurfing and edu¬ 
cating him. Lyfander refolved to make him one of his principal 
inftruments, and having corrupted fome of the priefts at Delphi , 
they affirmed, that they had fome ancient oracles relating to 
Sparta , which were never to be read till they were demanded 
by a fon of Apollo. Silenus accordingly was to claim them as 
polio's fon, and his birth being acknowledged by the priefts, 
he was then to publilb, as an oracle, That it would he for the 
honour and intereft of Sparta, to eleft no king for the future , hut 
the mojl worthy of their citizens . Silenus grew up, but the plot, 
which was not difcovered during the life of Lyfander , mifcarried 
by the cowardice of one that was an agent in it*. 

Agcfilaus , after Lyfander' s return to Greece , carried on the 
war with great fuccefs and reputation again ft Ti/fiphenies,vihoK 



bad fuccefs, joined to the calumnies of his enemies at court, 
brought him into difgrace with the king, who recalled him, and 
jfent Tithrauftes as his fucceftor. Tithraujles offered Agefilaui 
large fums if he would condefcend to make a peace ; bjit finding 
he could not corrupt him, he fent Timocrates , the Rhodian , 
with 50 talents into Greece , to corrupt the principal perlons 
in the cities, and by their means occafion defections againit; 

Sparta. 



? Plpt. Sc Corn, Nep. in vit, Lyfand, Died. Sic. I. 14 


Many 





OF THE WORLD 


41* 


Many people in Thebes, Corinth , and Argos, willingly heark- New diA 
ened to the propofals of Titnotrates, who, by means of his mo- turbances 
Bey, foon excited a war in the heart of Greece, which quickly in Greece . 
obliged the Spartans to recall Agejilaus. The chiefs of the Per* 
fm faction at Thebes were moft zealous againft the Spartans , 
and to give fome pretence for beginning hoftilities, they per- 
jfuaded the Locrians to make an incurfion into a fmall diftridt 

difpute between the Phocians and themfelves. The 
eturn invading the Locrians, they readily obtained 
n the Thebans, on which account the Phocians were 
to apply to the Spartans for affiftance. 

Spartans having a grudge at the Thebans, gladly em¬ 
braced this opportunity of breaking with them, being encou- 


w m - 

Pkcians 



raged by Ly_ 


Thebans , whom he hated 


pelled the 30 tyrants 


another 


they had given to Athens, 
whom he had eftablifhed 
tch into Phocis, while Paufc 


Lyfander 


mount Cytbaron. Paufanias arriving at Plataa, Lyfander fent Lyfander 
antxprefs to him with letters, urging him to join him at Ha- marches 
liartus at a certain time, when he himfelf propofed to march toward* 
thither. The Thebans having intercepted thofe letters, trufted Bceotia. 
their city with the Athenians, who were come to their affiftance, 
and proceeded diredtly to Haliartus. Lyfander came before that 
city in the night, but waited till day-break for Paufanias ; but 
he not appearing, he refolved then to begin the aflault. When 
he approached the walls, the Thebans and Haiiartans Tallied out j s 
againft him, and charged him brifkly both in front and rear. f ea ted at 
He himfelf was flain, and his troops routed, with the lot's of fl a j n . 

1000 men, the Thebans on their fide having loft 300. 

Paufanias , on the news of this defeat, immediately marched 
with the utmoft diligence to Haliartus, where he fought by all 
means to gain the dead body of Lyfander. Some of his officers 
prefled him to attack the enemy, but he confidering that they 
were fluffied with victory, and fuperior in number, would not 
jilk an engagement, but on the contrary, concludecf a treaty,, 
by which he agreed to retire out of Bceotia on receiving Ly- 
Jander's body. In his retreat he buried the corpfe in the terri¬ 
tory of the Panopeeans; but on his return to Sparta, fuch a {pi- 
W of refentment appeared againft him, that he was- afraid to- 
itand his trial, and retired to Tegea, where he led a private life. 

Lyfander, on account of the mighty fervices he had rendered 


As he had always 


poor. 


ms country, was greatly regretted at Sparta 
difdained to heap up wealth 

? ner known, than fome Spartans of rank, who were contract 
C( * to his daughters, refufed to marry them, finding they ha< 
io money, for which bafenefs the Ephori fined them feverely 
Signing this reafon, that fuch men muft be of a flagitious na 


a virtuous one. 


of a Wealthy 


Mean, 
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wounded 
in an en 
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menc. 
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Mean while Agefilaus having reduced many Afiatic province 
determined with himfelf to march into the heart of Afia % an 
to revenge the cruelties which Xerxes committed in Greece ; bt 
being recalled by a tneflenger from Sparta , he relinquished a! 

his vi&ories without hefitation, preferring obedience to the con 

ftitution of Sparta , to the profpedt of fubduing the whole Per 




The Sp 


in 
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admiral, as well as generaliflimo of their forces, which charg 
he now bellowed on his wife’s brother Pifander , leaving Euxene. 
his lieutenant, with 4000 men, to fecure his conquefts. In hi: 
march to the Hellefpont , with the reft of his forces, he nevei 
demanded any leave of the barbarians, but only fent to enquire 
of them, whether they would have him pafs as an enemy or a 
friend. 

When Paufanlas fled from Sparta , Ageft'polls, the eldeft of his 
two fons, was declared king, under the guardianlhip of his un¬ 
cle, Arijlodemus , to whom the command of a confiderablearmy 
was given, to quell the dangerous league formed againft the 
ftate. This army, which confifted of 15,000 men, gained a 
vi(Story near Corinth over the confederates, who were upwards 
of 20,000, with the lofs of eight Spartans only, according to 
Xenophon , who confefles, however, that many of their allies 
were flain. Agefilaus , though he lamented thefe diffentions of 
the Greeks , yet, according to the directions of the Ephori , in¬ 
vaded Bceotia. On the very day of his entering the Theban ter¬ 
ritories, an eclipfe of the fun happened, and he received the 
news of the defeat of the Spartan fleet, and the death of his 
brother-in-law, the admiral. To prevent his army from being 
dilcouraged, he gave out, that the courier had brought him ad¬ 
vice of a victory gained by his brother over the 
which account he wore a garland crown, and facrinced pub- 


on 


lickly to the gods. 


ned 


fharpeft 


Xenopl 


cftl 


fought, and the Thebans on the other hand routed that wing 
which they charged. The Thebans again returning, Agefilaus, 
with more valour than prudence, refolved to attack them 
front. The Thebans received his charge with undaunted rc 


m 


lucion, and where Agefilc 
tremely bloody. Many 
receiving feveral wounds 


}f the Spartans falling, and Agefilous 

.v-.v,.... - by pikes and fwords, they were 

obliged to let the Thebans pafs, and afterwards made a fruitlels 
attack upon their flanks and rear. Agefilaus , after thisyi&ory, 
went to Delphi , where he confecratea the tenth of his fpous, 
and in the mean time Gylus , his lieutenant, led the army into 
Lccris , where, while they were bufy in plundering, the people 
rofe fuddenly upon them and killed Gylus , with many others. 

The Corinthians beginning to be tired of the war, which they 
imagined tended to bring them under the dominion of the p 


▼ 

o 


Spartan party took that 
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(ome Laceilmmonians. The other party brought fuccours from 
fabens, fo that the city was in the utmoft danger of being ruined 
by both parties, Agcfilaus , after invading the territory 
w, inverted Corinth by land, whilft his brother, 
locked it up by fea; but all their attempts againft the place 

were baffled by the bravery and conduct of Ipbicrates , the 
fahmiau. 

The Ache an s afterwards demanding aid of Sparta againft the 
faarnanians , Agcfilaus marched to their affiftance, and foon 
obliged the Acarnanians to agree to a peace. This war being 
ended, Agefpolis entered the territory of the Argives with ano¬ 
ther army, much againft his will j for the Argives having de¬ 
manded a truce, he looked upon the invafion as a kind of in- 
juftice. His fcruples being at laft fatisfied by the oracles, he 
undertook the war, but fancying he met with many prodigies. 
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he returned without effecting much. 
Mean while, the Perfu 


Sp 

An\ 


Antalcidas. 


kzus, governor of Sardis , to endeavour to draw off the Per - lent to 
[ms from the intereft of their rivals, at the fame time making Perjia. 
preparations for renewing the war in Afia , if his offers were 
rejefted. Antalcidas was a man of great parts, and of a fubtle 

He fo won on Tiribazus . that he im- 


inlinuating difpofition. 


mediatel 


eiy aitiiteci tne Lacedemonians 
When he went to the Perfu 
our of Artaxcrxes , bv ridicu 


nev 


tty. Tiribazus going alfo to court, his fucceffor, Suthras , de¬ 
clared himfelf a friend to the Athenians, on which account the 
laceibetnonians again fent Thymbro to Afia, who being foon cut 
off, Diphridas was fent as his fucceffor, without, however, be¬ 
ing able to perform any thing material. Mean while, at fea, 
the Lacedemonians gained fome confiderable advantages, which 
inclined the confederates to think of a peace. The Pcrfian 
king alfo wanting fome Greek mercenaries for carrying on his 
wars, offered the following terms of peace to the Greeks in ge¬ 
neral. That the cities in Alia, with the ifands of Clazomene and 
Cyprus, foould remain to him j that all the other fates , fmall and 
W Jhould be left free , excepting Lemnos, Imbros, and Scyros, 


Jhould 


formerly , fubjeft 


M W ^ J •/ A ^ J - ^ 

as refufed to embrace the peace , Jhould be compelled to accept it 
hfine of arms. The Thebans at firft abfol utely refufed to com¬ 
ply, becaufe the government of Bceotia was taken from them ; 
but Agefilaus making great preparations to invade them, they, 
m the end, were forced to accede. By this peace the fove- 
reignty of Greece was, in a manner, guarantied to the Spartans , 


■••a woiciy duanuoiiea to u 

had fought in their quarrel. 


Perfian , though Agcjih 


Afta 


The Spartans having thus fuccefsfuliy extricated themfelves 
)n * their late difficulties, began to think of punching fuch 
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as they imagined had injured them. The fir ft who expei 
weight of their refentment, were the Mantineans 




416 

The 

haughty — — 0 .... - - 

behaviour confederates, whom they directed to quit their city, and to re- 
of the La- tire into the five villages, which had ferved their anceftors, 
cedaimoni- The Mantineans refufing to comply, Agefipolis beficged theii 

city for feveral months, and at laft, by damming up the rivet 
which run through the place, fo overflowed the city, that they 


am 


were 


The Spartans next conftrained the Phliafions to refto 
iles, and to do whatever elfe they required of them. 


They 


Macedor. 


ny of Amyntas , conquered moft of them, and kept them to 
themfelves. The Jcanthians and Apollonians afking affiftance 


Theyfeize men 


Spartans 



the citadel who, in their march through Boeotia , feized the citadel of TheheSi 
of Ibebes. called Cadtnata, and left a ftrong garrifon in it. Though this 

was an open violation of the peace, Age/i/aus, neverthelefs, 
prevailed on the Spartans to abett what Ph&bidas had done, and 
to transfer the government of Thebes to Archias and Leontidas ,• 
who had put it into his hands, which proceeding greatly alarmed 
the Greeks. Telentias was fent to Thrace , with ftrift orders to 
reduce the Olynthians at all events. He was fo eager to execute 
his commiflion, that he carelefsly expofed his army, which was 
Age/tpo- routed with great lofs, he hitnfelf being flain on the fpot. 

fhort Jipolis fucceeding him, carried on the war more fuccefsfuuy j 

but in the midft of his conquefts he was carried off by a fever, 
after a few days illnefs. As he was a prince of great worth, 
and of a very mild temper, his death was regretted by the Spar- 
Cleornhro - tans . Agefipolis dying without children, was fucceeded by his 
tus fuc- brother Cleojnbrotus ; but the command cf the army in Thrace 

was conferred on one Polybiadcs , who, in a fhort time, com¬ 
pelled the Olynthians to make a treaty with the Spartans, by 
which they engaged to have the fame friends and enemies with 
them, and to follow them as affociates in their wars. , The 
duced by Phliajians having given fome new offence, Agefdaus marched 


reign 


ceeds 

him. 

The Olyn 

thians re- 


the Spar- 


They refoluteiy 


tans . 


city 


Spar 


Theban 


tans , part their own exiles, to determine which of the citizens 

fliould have mercy, and which fhoukl be put to death. 
did Sparta govern with pride and cruelty, thofe whom me had 

moft uniuftly brought under her dominion. . 

exiles, who had taken refuge at 

Athens , found means of entering their city by furprife, ana‘ha¬ 
ving ftabbed fome chief men of the oppofite party, aiiumeatn 
Ckombro * adminiftration to themfelves. Cleojnbrotus coming with an army 
tus fent from 
again ft C ond 
the The- fome 


Sparta , in vain attempts 
tion. Soon after, Sphodt 


the 


Thefpisy attempting to fcize the 
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Athenians , who were highly irritated, complained again# 
him at Sparta. The. Spartans y by the perfuafions of Ageft- The At he¬ 

lms acquitted Sphodrias , upon which the Athenians imme- mans de- 
diately made an alliance again# them with the Thebans, clare a- 
The war becoming now interefting, Agefdaus marched with gainft the 
an army into Bceotia , but performed nothing of confe- Spartans » 
quence. Towards the end of the campaign, Phabidas , with 
300 Spartan horfe were cut off. Cleombroius , the following 

year, attempted to invade Bceotia , but being oppofed by the The¬ 
bans and Athenians , he was conftrained to return. 

The Spartans were alfo beaten at fea, by Timothetts , and in 
(hort, all things begun to decline, notwithftanding the utmoffc 
care of Ageftlaus. Artaxerxes , in the mean time, labouring 
earneftly to reconcile the Greek jftates, that he might have mer¬ 
cenaries for his war in Egypt , at laft prevailed on the Laceclce - 
mnians and Athenians to agree to a peace, on condition that all 
cities fhould be free. The Thebans , who were now infpirited The The- 
by Pelopidas , rejected the peace, which had but bad effedfo in bans bent 
many cities, occalioned by the tumults, on account of reftoring upon con- 
their pretended freedom. The Perfian monarch ftill continued for tinuing 
feveral years his negotiations for reftoring a fettled tranquility j the war. 
but the Thebans y who had lately ri fen to a great degree of power, 
abfolutely refufed to reftore the cities of Boeotia to their liberty. 

When the Spartans urged this propofition, Epaminondas defired 
them firft to fet Laconia free , and to give up Mejfenia to its an¬ 
cient inhabitants. This fpirited demand incenfed the Spartans , 
and did not a little offend the Athenians , who could not bear to 
fee the Thebans a£t independantly, who had heretofore either 
followed their banners, or thofe of Sparta. Cleombroius , the 
following year, entered Boeotia with 12000 men, and encamped 
on the plains of Leuflra. Epaminondas y who commanded the 
Thebans , prevailed with them, though they were not a little di- 
fpirited, to refolve to engage the enemy. Soon after Jafon y a 
prince of TheJJaly , joined them with xooo horfe and 1500 foot, 
but being defirous of preventing hoftilities, he prevailed on 
both parties to conclude a truce. Cleombrotus , upon his return 
from Boeotia , meeting Archidamtis with fome Spartan reinforce- 
toents, marched back to Lcuffra y without. any regard to the 
truce. Epaminondas , though his troops were inferior in number. The Spar- 
rifted an engagement, in which the Spartans were totally rout- tans de- 
fd with great {laughter, Cleombroius, with 4003 men, being flam, feated at 
while the lofs of the Thebans amounted only to 300. The LcuAra. 
fyartans by this defeat loft the empire of Greece , which they 
bad now held near 40 a years. 

When the Ephori had the news of this dreadful defeat, they 
* /ere fuperintending the Gymnic fclemnities. Though they evi- 
dently law its fatal confequences, they did not interrupt the 
games, but contented themfelves with fending to every family 
Renames of their relations who had fallen in the battle. On 
mis occafion the Spartan virtue {hone with the greateft luftre ; 

! °r next morning the fathers, mothers, and relations of thofe 

' II. Jl e who 
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who were Haiti) aflcmbled in die public place, fhook each odter 
by die hand, and applauded the courage of the deceafed, while 
the relations of thofe who had fled from the battle kept them. 

’ heir houfes, or if they were obliged to go abroad. ajC 
tattered doaths, with their arms folded) and their cm 
;ed on the ground. 

The Spartans were at a lo& how to ad, in regard to thofe 
who hed fled from the battle. As they were numerous, were 
of the moil powerful families, and were greatly needed by the 
fhte, it was not fefe nor prudent to inflid upon them the inf*, 
mous punifements afligned by the laws.^ In this difficulty they 
unanimoafly chofe Agejdaus legiflator, with full power to ma fa 
fuch alterations in the laws as he Humid think fit. Agcfilaus on 
this occafion gave fuch a proof of his wifdom, as mewed he 
was worthy of the tnift repofed in him. Without altering any 
thing in the confutation, he found means, by one fhort fen* 
fence, to feve the fugitives without prejudice to the ftate. He 
decreed. That forjhe p ' 
tz vr after remain 

old and lame, affcmoiea nn army, wmen ne iea aga 
cadiansy with whom, after raking one or two of their towns, 
he concluded a peace. The Adcntincans in the mean time re¬ 
building their city, were foon after befieged by the LaceAams* 
v's 9 who took feme of their towns and wafted their territory. 
The Arcadians about the feme time building the city of m- 
galopolisy again gave offence to the SbartanSy who invaded Jr- 
caJuty and flew their general, LycomcdeSy with 200 men. Upon 
•The TAp- this they folicited the affiftance of the Thebans y and Epamina^ 

das and PeUpidas came with a great army to their aMancc, 
Being joined by the Arcadian: y Eleans , and Argives , the Tbc* 
▼adc ban generals found thcmfel ves at rhe head of 50,000 men, and hav¬ 
ing no enemy to oppofe them, they invaded Laconia , a thing hi- 
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mar. 




char al 





ever they attempted to ente**, that Epamtnondas found it impoi- 
fib'e to carry the place, and was obliged to retire. 

While AgcJUaziS was giving different orders in the city, he 

was informal that 200 mutineers had feized an important poll, 
with a refolutioa to defend thcmfel ves in it. Agejdaus ran im- 
A danger-mediately thither, and without feeming to know their defign, 
oas am- called out to them. Comrades y it is not there I fcr.t you, at the 
fpiracy at feme time ordering feme of diem to go to one place, and feme 
Sparta* to another. They fuppofing their defign was not di.covered, 

obeyed his orders, and being afterwards feized when feparaw 
were put to death that feme night. 

lifna Epasxrnsndas^ before he quitted the Spartan terrrtorW, £CH8- 
reboik by roufiy rebuilt the city of AaeJ[ene y and reftored the defeenuana 
*" ~ the IhlcffcrAans to their ancient patrimony, after they had ioit 

it 300 years. Thefe Mcffemans^ notwithfranding their dii?»- 

&oa« retained the old Dork dialect, which coniinttfd tp w 
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tar 

the 


fyjkt among# them to die time of Paufanias , the geogtap 
id hiftomn. Epamtnondas having rebuilt Mrjfene , offered 
ytedamonians peace, on condition that they quitted all preten* 
ions to Meffentay ax ~ T *f‘ t Laconia free* which terms were re- 
*&ed with fcorn. The Spartans y in their diftrefs, foliating 
die affiftance of the Atbcmansy obtained a reinforcement from 

thence, under the command of Iphicrates . The year following, 
the war continued with as great warmth as ever, Epaminonda* 
being fent with a great army to join the Arcadians y Arvives y and 
l'Jeans . The Lacedsemontans in the mean time took afl methods 
could devife tor re-eftablifhine their affairs. They pre- 

i leaeue againft the 


m 



rsiieo on icvcrw vr/ w* tu form a le: _ 

fa wj they manumitted ^ fuch of the Helots as were willing to 
gix arms9 and even (olicited the aiftftance of DionyJtuSj tyrant 
of Sicih* *0 oppofe Epaminonda r, the Laced minion army* 
confifting of ao,ooo men, entrenched themfelves at tfce Ijlbmus r* 

The fbtban general, neverthelefs, attacking the Spartan poft, whoxeak 
which he obferved was the weakeft, forced his paffage, and breaks 
quickly after reduced Stcyon and fome other cities. He then at- into th* 
laded Qsrinthy but the place being garrifoned by the Athenians , Pelopom- 
under CbabriaSy and by 2000 Gauls and Spaniards from Sieifyy nt j^ 
he was obliged to retire* The Lacedamonians trufted the chief 
command of their forces to ArchidatmiSy the fon of A?eftlaus y 
who, in the firft year of the 103d olympiad, being joined by 
Vionrfius 9 s forces, under CiJfidaSy marched into Arcadia , where 
he gained feveral advantages, and it length defeated the Area - 
£entj with the /laughter of no lefc than 10,0do men, without Thedhwi 
io much as one Spartan being /lain. Soon after this, Epami- dians lOllC- 
Indus broke again into the PeloponneJ^ without, however, do*- cd by tbs 
ingany great mifehief, the endeavours of the Perfian king hav- Spartans* 
ing dilpofed almoft all Greece to think %f peace, which was af * 
kngth effected, after the Laconic or Bcivic war had lafted five 
years after the battle of Leuttra. Two years before the con- 
dufion of the peace, Clements fucceeded hit brother AgcRpoKt* 
who died after reigning one year. The fence was oF veiy 
fhort continuance; for. Tour years after, new commotions broke 
out in the Peloponneje . The c Teget'*ans making 
linearity the former /olicited the aid of the c lht 

ter of the Lacedamonians and Athenians . Epa 
at the head of a great army to the afiiftance 
bearing that AgejUauiy with the whole powc. . , 

marching to join the MantinecnSy he proceed directly gr 
Sparta, in hopes of furprifing that city. Agcfuaus hearing yj 
accident of his march, immediately dpatched a county witn 
the intelligence to Sparta . Archidomusy with the utniott* diu- 
ice, made all proper difpciitkms for the defence of the place, 

>V pofting fuch as were capable of bearing arms, in the avenue* 

^ p '* * boys on the tops tf 

w iv _ _ Epam\mndas % thu 

be faw the Spartans were on their guard, attacked the CitW* tat 
Was fo warmly received, that he was forced to retire- 
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retreat, however, he cut off a great many Spartans who had 
prefumed to march out after him. He next marched diredtlv 
to furprife Mantinsa , which he rightly conje&ured would be 
abandoned by Agefilaus. Here again his lcheme was difcon- 
certed, for 6000 Athenians had landed in the Peloponnefe , and 
entered Mantinea the very day that he attacked it. Being thus 
twice difappointed, he the more earneffly fought an opportunity 

r____A U n'l rmn* A f" /i M fl / -_ 111 


for an engagement. 


Ageftl 


allies, to the number of 20,000 foot and 2000 horfe, were 


Man 


ar 


feated at Tegea , but on a fudden, giving his line the form of a wedge, 
Mantinea, he marched back and fell upon the allies, whom he quickly 
Eef. Chr. threw into the utmoff confufion. When he had almnft 


362 


them from the field, which was ftrewed with their dead, he 
expofed his perfon too adventuroufiy, which encouraged the 
enemy to renew the charge. Knowing that the whole power 
of Thebes was centered in him, they ruffled upon him and co¬ 
vered him with their darts, many of which he pulled out of his 
flefh, and returned upon thofe who difeharged them. Atlength 
having received a mortal wound in the breaft by a javelin, he 
was carried off the field fpeechlefs, and died foon after, having 
the happinefs, however, to know that his troops were vifto- 


Ep 


nous. , . 

agreed upon a general peace, except the Lacedemonians, who 

refufed their aifent, becaufedie Mejfcnians were comprehended 
in the treaty. They ached in this manner, by the advice of 
Agefilaus , who foon after advifed them to fend a body of troops 
to the affiftance of Tachos, king of Egypt , againft the Perfm. 
Tachos having offered Agflans the command in chief, he failed 
over with the Grecian to ops to Egypt , though he was then up¬ 
wards of ‘do years of *ge. His mean appearance rendered him 
at firft the fcorn of the Egyptians , and Tachos alfo conceiving 
a flight opinion of *ns abilities, gave him only the command of 
the mercenaries, vhich treatment Agefilaus foon after refented 
in a very bale manner, by going over to NeSlanebis , who, dur¬ 
ing the abfence of Tachos in Phoenicia , declared himfelf king 

Flaring effablixlied A 'edlancbis on the throne, and 


b 


jfvp/ilrut . i r ’ J 1 -? ““ »*■-'* '-'- 1 «* .uv. 1 iuj.v-i.), 

dies and * ^ tl f UQ r ^ an T any diffemper, in the 84th year of his age 

’ ar K: 4 >ff of his reigsi, leaving behind him the char after of a 


Egypt. Waring eitapmnea isectancbis on the tnrone, ana 
^v-r»v.u a Jai^e fum of money for his good fcrvices, hereim- 
rked in order to return home. Being by contrary winds forced 

4-u^ _ n 1 i • t e* a? J ~ J , r 


ffiore, he died after a fhort 


is ucceec- 
ed by A> - £h 
chidzmus. 

Bef. Chr. 
361, 


wife 
country 


prince, a great captain, and a paffionate lover of his 
ry V: . 

dgeflaus was fucceeded by his ConArchidamus^v/ho was become 
darling of the people, for the glorious viftory he had ob- 
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tained over the Arcadians. The Phocian , or facred war, break¬ 
ing out in the beginning of his reign, he Tided with the Phs- 
riws at the perfuafion, fome fay, of his wife. Others relate, 
that ? not only his wife and himfelf were wrought on by the 
bribes of the Phocians , but even the Ephori, the i'enate, and the 
whole republic of Sparta. When Philip, king of Mace don, 
beran to intereft himfelf much in the affairs of Greece , and 
to take upon him highly, in confequence of the many victo¬ 
ries he had gained; Archidamus , ’tis faid, fent him this meffage, 

“ Sir if you will be pleafed to meafure your fhadow, you will 

not find it a whit longer than it was before.” He had no great 

liking to the cuftoms of his country, but looked upon them as 

burdenfome and grievous, affeCting to live freely and without 

reftraint, fuppofing that it did not at all affeCt a man’s honefty, 

if he eat a good dinner. On this account he was glad of an He is flam 

opportunity to leave Sparta, and when the Lacedaemonians de- in Italy, 

creed forces to be fent to the affiftance of the Tarcntines, he and 

readily offered to command them. Accordingly, palling over 

into Italy, he was there flain near the city of Mancloniutn , after 

he had reigned 15 years. . . 

Agis, a prince of great virtue and magnanimity, fucceeded his fon 

his father Archidamus. In his youth he had been fent as am- Agis fuc- 
baflador to Philip of Macedon , who feeing him alone without ceedshim. 
any collegues, faid with an air of contempt, “ What, from 
« Sparta but one ?” “ Why, Sir,” faid Agis, “ I was fent but 
“ to one.” Though he hated the Macedonians , yet, during the 
reign of Alexander, he did not think fit to expofe his country to 
ruin by oppofing them. After the battle of IJfus, however, he 
enlifted about 8000 mercenaries that fled out of Perfia and de¬ 
clared for Darius, and having received money from him, and 
a fleet, he failed over into Crete, part of which he fubdued. 

Upon the news of the battle of Arbela, he ftirred up all Greece He ftirs 
to revolt, and his remonftrances had fuch an effeCfc, that an army up the 
of 20,000 foot, and 2000 horfe, was immediately raifed.. Anti- Greeks a- 
fater, who commanded in Macedonia, marched direClly into the gainft 
Peloponnefe with 40,000 men, and attacked the confederates, Alexan- 
who, after a glorious refiftance, were routed with the lofs of der. 

5300 men, Antipater himfelf Iofing 3500. Agis fell in this ac¬ 
tion, in a manner greatly to his honour; for feeing his foldiers 
who were carrying him, greatly wounded, out of the battle, 
were on the point of being furrounded, he commanded them 
to fet him down, and preferve themfelves for the. future fervice 
of their country. Remaining then alone with his fword in his His glori- 
hand, he defended himfelf upon his knees, killing feveral of the ous death. 
Macedonians, till at laft he was {hot through the body with a 
dart, and expired glorioufly in the defence of liberty and of his 
country, after a reign of nine years. When Alexander heard 
of this engagement, he was vain enough to fay, ii While we 
are fighting Darius in AJia , there has beejn? it feems, a bat- 

u of mice in Arcadia. . 
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fac- 
ccokJ*is. days 



Archida- 

mas and 

jf~e:ts 9 

kings of 
Sforio. 


le&ue Ceamems, who reigned 61 years, without diftingui&W 
himfeif by any remarkaole aftion. " 

£luhxizdas had for his fuccellor his fi>n Archldamus , in the 
2d year of whole reign, Areus fucceeded his grandfather Cltr 

• « i • l . - . . _ .1____ - . . mto* 



would 



ho 


have gtaatai Imr*. any reafiinable terms he would have afked 
When j rr. T :us v/as advancing towards their frontiers with his 
aim\\ tlx U;js lint Dercyliidas to expoftulate with him oa 
the iiiltii .i-.e of ids-invafnn. Pyrrhus* by one of his courtiers, 
bid him c..try this tjieii'.ga to Sparta* that they fhould receive 
claims the their i;:m ; ( ■ nymus* or he would make them know, that they 
crow*, h were no better than clher men. DsreyHldas replied, Sir, If 
fapoortel y&*r mafia ’* fs*?, w /*‘j fear him, hecanfc we have done 119 

by rjr- xir7n Zy a,: ~' if ‘ ,:e ** a niau y 7LV nct fear him, becaufe we areas 
tbms . Pyrrhus had wilh him 20,000 foot, 2000 horfe, and 

.24 elephants. 

the 
who 

he had _b?ucfccu the y/ife of CL o>?ymus, t who, in refentment, 
bad tied to >'-.•» r'.i’S. When Pyrrhus arrived in the neighbour¬ 
hood of b 'wv*.;, he was informed that the city was In the great- 

f\ r r t - 1 • : . t * 1 • £ 



the perluahon that rheir ambailauors would have obtained 
a peace. Clisv'mus prefled him to begin the aflault that eve¬ 
ning; but he, tearing *.hat his foldiers in the night would poffefs 
themfelves of all the phuiderof Sparta, delayed the attack till 
next morning, and encamped dole by the city, a thing fo little 
expelled by the Spartans, that in Chonymus's houfe the Heists 
were preparing a fupper for Pyrrhus. The Spartans obferving 
die conduct of Pyrrhus , immediately consulted about the means 
of their prefervation. The fenate relblved to lend the women 
immediately ever into Crete ; but they hearing of this defign, 
deputed ytrehzmamia to carry their ientiments to the aflembly. 
$>he entering the room with a fword in her hand, addrefled the 

fenate in thefe words, “ Do not, my lords, entertain fo meaa 
“ an opinion of the Spartan women, as to fancy they will ever 
44 outlive Sparta. Inftead of coniidering whither we are toSy* 
44 confider what we are to do, and be allured we will undei 
“ any thing for the fervice of our country.” It being then it- 
fclvea to fink, a trench fix cubits broad, four deep, and 800 
feet in length, dlrcffiy eppofite to the enemy’s camp, the wo- 
tnen tcok a third part of die work, and engaged to finilh it 
before morning, not allowing the young men to work, that 
they might be frefh to fuflain the enemy’s charge. When 

the day fcc^a to break, and the troops of Pyrrhus were in 

motion. 
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Pyrrhus 





Its caufe. 


now 


w _ . id committed, led his troops in perfon to the aflault, 
J^ich continued with the utmoft fury during the whole day, 
«he Spartans every where making a moft defperate refiftance. # 

In the evevening Pyrrhus withdrew his forces, and being 
ctrcmely fatigued, he retired to his tent, where he flept very 
foundly, but in the morning dreamed that he threw lightning 
at Sparta y which fet it all on fire. He interpreted this dream 
fcrourablyi but fome of his officers all edged, that it meant that 
would be as facred and inviolable as a place Hoick whh 
itnuig. At day-break the aflault was again renewed, when 
rtans defended themfelves with no lets bravery than the 
ore: the women remaining all dav at the trench* fup- 

and 




Pyrrhus at length. 


jying Uicrn on Ill laic; utcy Wtit uiidui^u, jl jf/fju* at 

vim a body of horfe, forcing a paflage by the end of the trench, 
where it was barricaded with waggons, the Spartans in vain 


advanced, they 




amounted, thought it beft to retire, hoping that on the morrow 
die wounded Spartans would be able to make but a weak defence* 

Frdh fupplies, however, before that time entered the city. 

One of Antigonus's captains hearing of the diftrefs of the city, 
threw himfelf into the place with a body of troops, and imme» 
iiately after. Areas himfelf entered with 2000 frelh men. Pyr- 
rhns, neverthelefs, a (Vaulted the place the third time, but with 
little fuccefs; whereupon he embraced an invitation^ given him 
to march to Arvos. His rear as he marched off being infulted 
by the Sport an s 9 he ordered his fon Ptolemy , with feme iqua- 
Irons, to repulfe them, in which aftion the young prince W2I 
lain. Pyrrhus , on hearing this news, charged tiie Spartans from hk 
with great fury, and (lew their commander in chief and many eater- 

others with his own hands. prife. 

Though A reus was blamed for needlefsly expoung the Spar- 
tons , yet he no fooner heard that Pyrrhus had marched Argos, 
than he diredtiy followed him witn 1000 choice foot. Before 
his arrival, Pyrrhus had entered one of the gates of the city, 
which had been perfidioufly opened to him; but was nevertbe- 
Ids vigoroufly oppofed in the ftreets by the inhabitants, who 
bad run to arms. During this conteft Arsus arrived. Pyrrhus 
about the fame time was beat from his horfe by a woman, who 
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s kill- flan ding op the top of a houfe, and perceiving him about t< 
ed in Jr~ pufli his horfe upon her fon, threw a tile at his head, vvhicl 
gos, llriking him on his temples, took away his fenfes, and before 

he could recover them, an officer of Antigonus’s army ftruck of 
his head 

Concerning this Areus , we know nothing further than that 
he was a zealous defender of the liberties of Greece ; forwher 
he underftood that Athens was in danger of being opprefled 
'Areus {lain Demetrius , the fon of Antigonus , he generoufly armed in it> 


in the bat¬ 
tle of Co¬ 
rinth, 


rinth f. To 
to Onias , th 


P 

v/ 


t'* --- 

JeiviJh high-priefl, rec 
terms, in the book of the Maccabees . 
cedaemonians, to Onias, the high-priefl, 

that the Lacedaemonians and 


greeting: It is found in 
Tews are brethren , ant 




writing., 


Airotai 


peace 


cf theflock of Abraham : Noiv, therefore , fi 
knowledge , you Jhall do well to write to us of your 



fon Acrotatus , who hae 
red bv Pvrrhus. The 


other houle was Archi damns IV. the fon of Eudamidas. He go¬ 


verned with great reputation, and was defirous to maintain all 
Greece in freedom, and to reprefs, if it had been poflible, the 
mighty power of the Macedonian kings, who, whenever they 
were not diverted by other affairs, were lure to feek fuch an au- 
Ar h : da- thoriiy in Greece as fuited not with her liberty. Archidam 
■ ‘ T V irruggled in the defence of the liberties of his country again!! 

mus XV. oo . I f . t 1 • , • * * i r I 1 


Demetri 


nd 


would, in all probability, have taken Sparta , if the dcclenfion 


Mud 

das. 


. .. Afa had not conftrained him for a time to aban¬ 
don all thoughts of Greece. How long Archidamus reigned is 
uncertain. His fon and fucceffor, Eudamidas , was the collegue 
of Acrotatus , who was killed in the firll year of his reign, fight¬ 
ing againft Ariftodemus , then in poffeffion of Megalopolis. He 
was fucceeded by his young fon, Areus , who dying after a Ihort 
Leonidas, reign, left the crown to Leonidas , the fon of Cleonynms , who 

had been his tutor. Eudamidas was collegue to thefe three prin¬ 
ces, and at his death, which happened in the 14th year of the 

" ’ ’ ’ the crown to his eldeft fon, Agis. 

_ _ o d long in the court of Seleucus , became 

extremely fond of that pomp and grandeur 'which he fawaf- 

fedled there, and at Sparta he now had great opportunities oi 

indulging his paffion for luxury, the Lycurgic inilitutes being 
grown, not only into difuetude, but contempt. One of the 
Ephori , named Opytadeus , having conceived a hatred againil 
his nwn fon. nrncured a law. wherebv all men were left at lr 


Ajfs, 
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tetyto difpofe of their lands by gift or fale, or by teftament, 
atthe time of their deceafe. This fubverted the very founda- 
t i 0 ns of the ftate; for by degrees the lands were moft of them 
transferred from the ancient Spartan families; fo that though 
they were now reduced to about 700, not above 100 of thefe 

jratl any lands. 

j!/ is W as of a difpofition very oppofite to that of Leonidas . He at- 
He was juft and obliging to all men, and though he had been tempts to 
bred very tenderly, and in abundance of all things, yet before reftore the 
the age of 20, he fo far overcame himfelf, as to renounce effe- antient 
minate pleafures. In his diet, bathings, and in all his exercifes, C onftit«- 


Ipli 


When 


frugality 

ay, He would not defire the kingdom , if 
of that authority to ref ore their ancient 


pi ifh th i 


taking. He began with opening his defign to feveral men of 
Treat capacity and intereft, and having prevailed with his mo¬ 
ther, Agefiflrata , to adopt his fentiments, fhe brought over moft 
of the ladies in Sparta to her opinion, who, though they fore- 
faw that the new regulations would deprive them of their fi¬ 
nery and trinkets, yet unanimoufly declared for them, in hopes 
that they would reftore the credit of Sparta , and give her new 
iuftre in the world. They having prevailed with their hufbands 
to rein'll the propofal, the bulk of the people began likev/ife to 
approve it; but the few in whofe hands the money was centered 
grew very uneafy. Applying themfelves to Leonidas , they told 
him, that as he was an older and wifer man than his collegue, 
he ought to interpofe, and not fuffer the conftitution to be de- 
ftroyed, to gratify the ambition of a young man. Leonidas 
hearkened to them with pleafure, but, afraid to meddle with the 
people, whom he faw evidently inclined to favour his collegue, 
he applied to the principal magiftrates, and formed a very confi- 
derable party, by fuggefting that Jgis 9 intending to eftablifh an 
independant power in his own perfon, propofed to fecure the 
favour of the people, by a remiflion of debts, and then by an 
equal divifion of land. Agis ftill perfevering in his patriot de- 
jign, when his friend, Lyfander , was chofen one of the Ephori , 
prefented his rhetra or decree to the fenate, the chief articles 
of which were thefe ; 'That every one Jhould be free from his debts ; 
that all the lands Jhould be divided into 19,000 equal portions , fome 
of which Jhould be allotted to perfons chofen out of the adjacent coun¬ 
tries , men able and ft to bear arms , well educated , and ingenious . 
All thefe to be divided into 15 companies , fome of 4 00 ? fome of 200, 


difeipline , agreeable to the laws of 
r hotlv debated in the fenate, Lyfander 


Pt the people. 


therefore 


Eph 


fhew the 

p wnv^w) w ;-o _ • 

convenienev or inconveniejicy 

' ’ ‘ The richer ci- 


by a majority of omy one voiee 


tizeps 


} 
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tizens, and thofe who had placed their money out at interef* 
now paying their court to Leonidas, Lyfander contrived a me¬ 
thod for removing him out of the way. He caufed an accuCa¬ 
tion to be preferred againft him for the breach of two old law-' 
the one forbidding the kings of Sparta to marry a Granger, the 
other prohibiting travel to foreign countries. Pra&ifng at the 
fame time on the fuperflkious temper of the people* he foter- 
Lcor.id.is rifted Leonidas , that he fied to the temple of Minerva, fleom- 
obliged to brotus , who was of the royal houfe, and had married the daueh- 
fly from ter of Leonidas , immediately claiming the kingdom, Lconfdai 
Spa> ta. withdrew from Sparta , taking his daughter with him, who 

chafe rather to By with her father, than to reign with her 
hufband. 

Cicombrotus concurred with Agis in all his defigns; but the 
next year the Epbori being chofcn out of the oppofite faction, 
they cited Lyfander and his friends to appear before them, and 
anfwer for what they done. Lyfander applied to the kings for 
protection, fuggefting at the fame time, that the Epbori were 
created only to take care of the ftate, in cafe any difference 
happened between the kings ; but that while they agreed, tbfc 
magillrates had no right to call in queftion any acts they thought 
fit to authorife. Apis and Cicombrotus being perfuaded of this, 
went directly to the place where the Epbori were fitting, re¬ 
moved them from their feats, and placed others in their room, 
the frit of whom was Age flans , the uncle of Agis. The kings 
would then have proceeded both to the cancelling of debts, and 
to the equal divifion of lands. Age flans , however, who had a 
good eftate and was greatly in debt, pretended that it would 
be fafeft frit to cancel the debts, and afterwards to make a di- 


Lcwidas 

icitored. 


vlffon of the lands. 


Lyfander 


deceived by his fpecious pretences, came readily into his fchemes, 
caufng all obligations to be brought in and burnt immediately, 
without proponng a divifion of the lands, which greatly dif- 
pleafed the people. Agis perceiving this, fought immediately 


thereupon fed to the temple of Minerva , while Clcomkstu> 
took {ancillary in that of Neptune. Leonidas exprefled bis re- 
fentment chiefly againft Cleornbrcius , and threatened to put him 
to death, but by the-intcrceffion of his daughter, Cheknis, he 


merit 


entreaties of her father; which extraordinary tranfaction hata 
drawn this refection from Plutarch , that Cicombrotus was hap¬ 
pier in being banifhed with fiich a wife, than lie could be in tne 


pier in oeing nanuneu wnn men a wi 

poifefiion of a kingdom without licr. 
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Agis 


bafe- 


was daily vifited in his fanctuary by many of his friends, 
after a time, had confidence to carry him to the baths, 
j guard him back again. Leonidas being dcfirous of having 
j i'11 his power, corrupted lome of his friends, who one \y be tray- 
T.’ r bafely feized him as he was returning from the bath, and ed. ' 
draVcd him to the prifon where the new Ephori , conftituted 
tettonldas, fat ready to judge him, fome fenators, but of their 


m HU W ««.***. ~ I ----O * - 

fo iled, without affording them an anfwer. One of the Epboi 
provoked at this, told him, 44 That he ought rather to weep ; 
«f or they would now make him fenfible of his prefumption.” 
Another alked him, 44 Whether he was not conftrained to do 


t. 


e J 


n 


L\fc 


The 


with a compofed countenance, 44 i was conftrained by no man. 
<; The eftfign was mine, and- my intent was to have reftored 


5 


Ep 


I 


J'jis ob- 


11 No, replied the king, though I fee my death inevitable, : 

« can never repent of lb juft and honourable an intention.’ 

The Lphori then ordered him to be ftrangled; but the officers 
of juiiice refufed to obey, and even the mercenary foldiers de 
dined fo unworthy an action. Demo chares , one of the treache¬ 
rous friends, reviling them for cowards, forced the king into 
the room where the execution was to be performed, 
lerving one of the ferjeants bitterly bewailing his misfortune, 
laid to him, 44 Friend, weep not for me, who die innocently. Put to 
“ but grieve for thofe who are guilty of this‘wicked a£t; my death. 

“ condition is much better than theirs.” He then fubmitted to 

his Kite with a heroic conftancy. 

The mother and grandmother of Agls were a’lfo put to death ; 

but Archidamus , his brother, fayed himfelf by flight, joeing 
ccmtrained, however, to leave his Wile, who had juft lainjn, 
behind him. She beir.tr the heirefs of a great eftate, Leonidas 


compelled her to marry his fon Cleomencs, who was but a boy. 



neverthelefs continued to hate her father-in-law. Her new huf- 




ofition, he was, neverthelefs. 


privately 

he was of a bold impetuous , . 

conftrained to conceal his intentions during the life of his father, 
well knowing that both he and the nobles were too much dif- 
filved in luxury and cafe, ever to iufFer any reformation to 
bke place. . . , 


omems 


lime he reigned alone, and at hisdeath left the kingdom, as a fucceeds 

monarch v, \c his ibn Ckomcnes, in 


the 


/irsins. 
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A?at us the Achaan, having formed a league among many of th 
Peloponneftan Hates, invaded the Arcadians, the neighbours an 
allies of the Spartans. The Ephori, alarmed by thefe hoftil 
ties, ordered Cleomenes to feize a pafs on the frontiers, then i 
the hands of the Achaan allies. This he performed, and after 
wards difappointed Aratus in a fcheme he had formed for feizi n 
*Tegaa and Orchomenium , and then font a mefiage full of fneer t 
him. Aratus deriding his youth, afked a Spartan exile who live 
with him, what fort of a perfon Cleomenes was, “Whynv 
“ friend, replied the Spartan , I will anfwer you in a few words 
16 If you have any thing to do againft the Lacedeemonians , le 
“ me advife you to begin before this young eagle’s talons art 
<c grown.” Aratus, in the courfe of the war which followed 
gained feme advantages over the Spartans by his great military 
fkill; but Cleomenes gave fuch fhining inftances of his abilities 
and courage, that the Acheean chief grew apprehenfive, while 
the Spartans feemcd to take new fpiritfrom their king. 

The Ephori were defirous of putting an end to the war, lell 
Cleomenes might thereby raife his power and credit, which they 
He re- dreaded, more than the flrength of their enemies. Cleomenes 
folves to who had great penetration, perceived that he mull either reduce 
fupprefs the power of the Ephori, or the authority of Sparta would fink 
the Ephori. daily, and nothing would be left to himfelf but the bare titled 

king. He and his friends, therefore, formed the defign of ridding 
themfelves of the Ephori at once, and began with recalling Jr- 
chidamus , who, on his approach to Sparta , was murdered by 
his brother’s enemies, not without fome fufpicion that Cleomenes 
confented thereto, though this feems not confiflent with his 
character. It being found that a revolution could not be effefl¬ 
ed without an army, Cleomenes, by money, prevailed on the 
Ephori to engage in a war, and to give him the command. His 
mother perceiving the difficulties her fon had to flruggle with, 
married again, that Ihe might fix a nobleman of great intercll 
to his party. 

Cleomenes carrying fuch as he moll fufpedled into the field 
with him, did many things worthy of a Spartan prince; but 
withal he took care fo to harrafs his army, by quick and almoft 
continued marches, that many defired to be left behind in Ar¬ 
cadia, while he with the reft advanced towards Laccdcemn. 
Kills Four When he approached the city, he fent fome of his confidents, 
of them, at the head of a final] party, who furprifed the Ephori at fupper, 

killed four of them upon the fpot, and had killed the fifth if he 
had not counterfeited himfelf dead, and thereby gained an op¬ 
portunity of retiring to a fandluary. Cleomenes on the morrov; 
came into the forum, and ordering all the chairs of the Ephori 
to be removed, except one for himfelf, he made a moft artful 
apology to the people for what he had done. Having repre¬ 
sented the necefuty of reftoring the Lycurgic inftitutions, he af- 
fured them, that though the fituation of things had obliged him 

would pay a ftrifl 

he thenbanilhed 

eighty 


to make uie of violence, yet for the future he 

regard to the laws, though for his own fiifety 
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eighty citizens. He was the firft who delivered up his whole He re¬ 
finance to the public ftock, wherein he was followed by his ftores the 
father-in-law and other friends. In affigning the lands* he gave conftitu- 
fliares to all whom he had banifhed, promifing to recall them as tion of 
foon as was confiftent with the public fafety. He then reftored Sfarta. 
the old Laconic way of educating of youth, of eating in public, 
and of doing their exercifes together. He alfo railed a consi¬ 
derable body of troops, and difciplined and armed them in a 
new manner. That the Spartans might not imagine that he in¬ 
tended to tranfmit a monarchy to his pofterity, he affociated his 
brother, Euclidas , in the kingdom, and declared that for the fu¬ 
ture there fliould be always two kings in Sparta. But what 
ferved chiefly to eftablifh his power and character, was the courfe 
of his own life, which was equally plain and Ample with that 
of the meaneft citizen. When any offered petitions, he ftepped His plain 
forward to receive them ; he talked gracioufly to every body; way of 
redrefled all the injuries that were done by others, and did none living, 
himfelf; yet had his virtue nothing in it of aufterity or affecta¬ 
tion. He was naturally of a pleafant temper, which he in¬ 
dulged. 

Being informed that the Acheeans , under Aratus , were pre¬ 
paring to give him fome difturbances, from a perfuafion that he 
durft not now leave the city, he immediately marched with a 
body of troops into their territories, and kept them employed He gains 
at home. Thofe cities which fell into his power, he reftored to advanta- 
their liberty; and having gained feveral confiderable advantages g es over 
over the Acheeans , they were fo alarmed, that they offered to the Acba- 
hearken to any terms of peace. Cleomcnes declared, that he af!1 * 
fought only to be acknowledged general of the Greeks , and 
Lrnia being appointed for the place of treaty, he marched thi- 
therwith great difpatch. Having heated himfelf by the journey, 
he in the midft of his heat drank fome cold water, which threw 
him into a dangerous fever, io that he W2s obliged to delay the 
conferences. This accident ruined him and Greece ; for Aratus> 
from a jealoufy, left the great authority which he had fo long 
enjoyed, ftiould he transferred to Cleomcnes, privately lent for 
the Macedonians , whom, in his youth, he had expelled from 
the Peloponncfe. Cleomcnes upon his recovery, offered again to 
treat, but finding himfelf tricked by the Acheeans and their al¬ 
lies, he renewed the war. This occafioned a great ferment 
among the Achcean allies, many of whom, weary of the power 
of Aratus , and provoked againft him for calling in the Macedo- 
nms, were ready to break the league. Gleomenes , encouraged 
hy their mifunderftandings, invaded Aches a, and took Pellene y 
Plmieon , and Penielon. Not long after - , he furprifed Argos % 
and in a very jfhort time raifed himfelf to greater power than any 
of his predecefibrs, and his city to greater pre-eminence than 
flic had ever held in Greece. 

He in the mean time wanted to prevail with Aratus to agree 
to a treaty ; but he was immoveable in his refoiution of de¬ 
coying the Spartan greatnefs. With this view he delivered 

the 
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who 


call 


in 


the 


Peloponnefe 


enters 


the caftle of Corinth , which was the key of the Peloponnefe 
into the hands of Antigonus , who came to his affiftance with'ai 
Macedoni- army of 28,000 Matedonian infantry, and 1200 horfe. Cleo 
am to ( tnsnes , though he was much inferior to the enemy, yet defends 

their af- the far greater part of the ~ \ 

finance, from whence he made a molt glorious retreat. He received ahou 

this time the news of his wife’s death, which greatly affli&ec 
him ; for though the Spartans were remarkable for being font 
huflbands, yet Cleomenes was diftinguifhed for his fondnefs ever 
Chmmr.cs among them. He was at the fame time not a little troublec 
_ with a demand of Ptolemy , king of Egypt, _ who offered him hi; 
into an al- friendfhip, in cafe he would fend him his mother and fon a; 

hoftages. Cleomenes attempted feveral times in vain to break the 

matter to his parent. Having at length mentioned the propofal, 
his mother burft out a laughing, 44 Well, faid fhe, was it this 

was afraid of telling ? Why do you not put me on £hip- 
c£ board, and fend this carcafe where it may be ferviceable to 
“ Sparta , before age waftes it unprofitably here.” 

Cleomenes, though he had to do with a numerous army, com- 
pofed of veterans, well armed and paid, and his own troops 
were moft of them new raifed, and many of them only half 
armed; yet kept the war out of Laconia , and took the city of 
Megalopolis , which was larger than Sparta, in the midft of king 
Anti genus's armies. When he had taken it, he generoufiy of- 
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ter, he allowed his foldiers to pillage the place, 
e haraffed the territory of Argos, railing mighty 


* u 

After 

contri¬ 


butions, though Antigonus and his forces were in that very citv. 
This was then looked upon as raihnefs and imprudence, but 
the reflection of Polybius has let it in a different light; for Cleo¬ 
menes not having a fund to carry on the war for any length of 


time, 


Jh 


Antigonus on the other hand, gave a proof of his confumm?.tc 
fkill in military affairs; for defpiflng the outcries of the Greeks 
and the murmurs of his own troops, he refuted to engage Cleo- 
Hc is en- racncs till his ftrength was greatly weakened. He then gave him 
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where, partly through the fuperiority of the 
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Lacedaemonians were defeated with a vaft fiaughter of their mer¬ 
cenary troops, ai.d with almoff; the utter deftru&ion of their 
own ; for of 6000 Spartans only 200 cleaned. This misfortune 
of Cleomenes deferves the more to be pitied, fince, if he could 
have avoided fighting but two days, he would have had noene- 
niy to cope with but the Acbaans ; for within that fpace after 
the battle, Antigonus received luch news from Macedonia as 
obliged him immediately to march home, to quell fome dii- 

turbance' 


e* 
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Chancres, after the battle, retired to Sparta, where h 
turned oni v a few hours and gave iome directions. He then went 


PtoL 


prince 
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prince entertained _■ Cleomenes honourably; but his fon and fuc- 
ceSbr growing fufpicious of him, confined him, which Cleomenes 
at length refenting, he, with iz friends, forced the place where He puts 
they were confined; but finding it afterwards impracticable to an end t» 
efcape, they flew each other. The *Egyptian king in refent-his life, 
ment, caufed the body of Cleomenes to be expofed on a crofs, 
butchered his mother, the reft of his family, and all her at¬ 
tendants. In Cleomenes ended the Herculean race of Spartan. 
kings, if we except the fhort reign of Age ftp oils. 

We have chiefly followed Plutarch in the above account *. 

Polybius, indeed, reprefents Cleomenes as a tyrant, and fays, 
that he ruined the republic of Lacedamon , and converted a law¬ 
ful authority into a tyrannic power, in which opinion he is fol¬ 
lowed by Livy and Paufanias f. But we may well allow Po- 
If us to be greatly prejudiced; for he was by birth of the city 
of Megalopolis , which Cleomenes deftroyed. He was an Achesan 
fatefman, a profeffed and zealous friend of Aratus , in whofe 
opinion, no doubt, Cleomenes was reckoned an ambitious tyranr, 
though his fchemes tended only to preferve Greece free; and 
Greece loft her freedom becaufe he failed in his defigns. 

After the fatal battle of Sellafia , Sparta falling into the hands The flats 
of king Antigonus , he, out of regard to the merits of their an- 0 f ~s<arta 
ceftors, treated the inhabitants with great kindnefs and indul- after ^the 
gence. They in return behaved very quietly, and added in fuch flight of 

a manner, as might give the leaft offence to Aratus and the cleomenes, 
Achceans , who were the king’s friends. As foon as the certain 
news of the death of Cleomenes arrived at Sparta , new diftur- 
bances arofe, in which Adimas , one of the Ephori , endeavoured 
all he could to moderate the people. When his collegues had 
fummoned them to meet in arms, he had the courage to repre- 
fent to them, how little their behaviour correfponded with 
their circumftanc.es, and how unreafonable it was for them to 
involve themfelves in a new war with the Macedonians. His 
collegues obferving that the people were inclined to liften to him, 
gathered about him arid ftabbod him, after which they adledas they 
pleafed without oppofition. Philip , thenephewand fucceflor of A.n- 
tyonus, foon after, arriving with a great army on their frontiers, the 
Spartans font deputies to make their fubmiffion, which, when the 
king had heard, he luffered them to withdraw, and caufed the mat¬ 
ter to be debated in his council. Moft of the counfellors were cf 
opinion, that the king ought to treat the Spartans , as Alexander 
heretofore had treated the Thebans ; but the king, though only 
17 years old, differed from them. ,' T e contented himfelf with 
telling the deputies, that he fhoukl have his eye upon the Spar- 
tan!' for the future, and therefore advifed them to be quiet, after 
which he dilmifled them. 


* Pint, in vit. Cleom, Arat, & Philopsm. 
hiv. i, 34., Paufan. in Corinth, 
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Two The /Etolians making new difturbances in Greece , were ver* 

kingscho- defirous of engaging the Lacedamonians in their intereft ant 
fen by the fent an ambaffador to Sparta , to perfuade the Epbori to chuff 
Epbori. two kings, and to unite themfelves ftri&ly with them. The 

ambaflador procured a great party to declare for him; but both 
his proportions were rejected by the Epbori. After his de¬ 
parture, the party that had favoured him, found means to ftij 
up the people fo effectually againft the Epbori , that at a folemn 
feftival they murdered them, and chofe others, whom they di¬ 
rected to elect kings. Thefe new Epbori , accordingly, chofe 
Agefipolis , a boy, the grandfon of Cleombrotus, whom Leonidas 
had banifhed, and appointed Cleomenes , the child’s uncle, his 
tutor. For the other they fet up Lycurgus , who, by giving each 
of them a talent, was declared of the Herculean race, and law¬ 
ful king of Sparta. Lycurgus , after fome time, drove Agejipoli 
into banifhment, involved his country in feveral wars, which 
HheEpb:- he waged with various fuccefs. At laft Cbilo, who conceived 
ri mur- he had fome right to the Spartan throne, confpired againft him, 
dered. and having murdered the Epbori , furrounded his houfe, but by 

the fidelity of fome of his fervants, he made his efcape. Chib 
finding the Spartans little affedred him, fled to the Macedonians , 
whom he endeavoured to irritate againft his country. Lycurgus 
foon after was recalled, and reigned in Sparta many years. 

Mean while, Philip entering the Petoponnefe a fecond time, 
and having fome difference with Aratus , Lycurgus and the La- 
cedcemoniam began to take heart, and to think once more of 
contending with the power of Maccdon. They were not de¬ 
terred from their defign, even when they heard that the king was 
Lycurgus again become a friend to Aratus and his fon. As foon as the 
invades feafon of the year permitted, they invaded Mejfenia, which im- 
Mejfenia. mediately drawing Philip that way, Lycurgus thought proper 

to retire, that he might put his country in a condition to fuftain 
the invafion, which he plainly perceived was intended. Philip 
advanced with his army as far as Amyclee , from whence he 
fpoiled all the country round about, while the Mcjfenians in¬ 
vaded Laconia on the other fide, and endeavoured to penetrate 
to him. Lycurgus fuddenly attacking them, routed them and 
took from them the greateft part of their horfes and baggage. 
Upon his return to Sparta , he made the neceflary difpofitions 
■for the defence of the city. Philip having obferved, that he 
had fortified feveral pofts on the mountains, began with at¬ 
tacking thefe, which, with much difficulty, he made himfelf 
mafter of. However, Lycurgus retiring into the city, Philip did 
not think fit to affault the place, his own army being full of 
fedition, but immediately withdrew. The Epbori fome time 
after, pretending that Lycurgus intended to make himfelf abfo- 
lute, attempted to furprize and murder him in his houfe, but he 
efcaped into Mtolia , from whence he was foon after recalleo. 
His following tranfa£tions are entirely unknown, neither is 
there any mention of the fteps taken by the Spartans upon his 
death. 
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Machanidas was the fucceflor of Lycurgus , but when he at- Madam. 
tained the fovereignty is very uncertain. He appears to have du fuc- 
been a perfon of great abilities ; but by what right he held his ceeds Zy- 
dignity is not known. At home he ejected the Ephori , that his curgus. 
authority might be more abfolute, and abroad he made all the Bef. Chr. 
Peloponnefe tremble, which he would probably have totally re- 210. 
duced, if Philopamen , the chief of the Achaans , had not op- 
pofed him. Philopamen prevailed on all the cities of the league 
to unite againft the Spartans , and having drawn the confederate 
army together, he marched to Mantinea , where a defperate bat¬ 
tle enfued between him and Machanidas. In the beginning of 
the aftion Machanidas had the advantage; but purfuing the 
enemy too far, Philopeemen attacked the Spartans in the rear. 

As Machanidas returned to the relief of his troops, Philopeemen 
left the troops that were charging to the command of Polybius , the 
Megalopolitan , and went to oppofe the Spartan prince, who, as he He is de- 
was leaping a ditch on horfeback, was run through the breaft feated and 
by Philopame^s fpear. His death was no fooner known, than killed by 
his army fled. The Spartans having loft 4000 men in this en- Phnopa- 
gagement, were not able to oppofe the Achaans , who wafted men. 
all the provinces lately reduced by them. 

Not long after the death of Machanidas , Sparta was governed Nabis fuc- 
by one Nabis, who is reported to have exceeded all tyrants, and ceeds Ma¬ 
to have left the epithets of gracious and merciful to Phalaris chanidas. 
and Dionyftus, on a comparifon of their actions with his. To Bef. Chr. 
all who were honeft, brave, or noble, he was an open enemy; zo6. 
murdering thofe he could lay his hands on, and baniihing thofe 
who were not immediately in his power; and afterwards fend¬ 
ing Cretan aflaffins to hunt after them to put them to death. At 
home he reigned with great diflimulation, he kept up the ftate His tyran- 
of a prince, wore purple, was attended by guards, kept an nical go- 
equal countenance, made ufe of frnooth fpeeches, entertained vernment. 
numbers of fpies and fycophants, and ftruck fuch terror into all 
others, that they durft not exprefs their thoughts or their fears. 

The diftrefled and dejected ftate of all Greece, which was 
now mightily divided, and without ftrength, gave Nabis vaft 
opportunities of increafing his dominions, and exalting his 
power. Having feized on Argos , under pretence of aflifting 
fome of its exiled citizens, the Achaans, who began to. be alarm¬ 
ed, immediately applied to the Romans, and Titus Quintius, the 
Roman general, arriving in Greece, they reprefented to. him the 
great mifehiefs that would follow if the power of Nabis was not 
checked. 9$uintius marched immediately into the neighbour¬ 
hood of Argos , where, on his approach, a rifing was attempted, 
which iflued in the deftrufbion of thofe who delired to be free. 

The Romans afterwards marching towards Lacedamon, Nabis 
in great confufion, ordered a general aflembly of the people to 
be held without the city, whither, as foon as the citizens were 
come, he furrounded them with his troops. He then, in a Ihort 
fpeech, reprefented the fervices he had done the ftate, and as 
the public danger was now very great, he thought it neceiiary, 
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he faid, to feize and imprifon fome perfons whom he fufpe&ed. 
He then caufed So perfons of worth and honour to be^refted, 
and that fame night ordered them all to be murdered in prifon. 
A little afterwards growing jealous of the Helots, he feized a 
great number of them, caufed them to be fcourged in the ftreets, 
till the kennels were difcoloured with their blood, and then put 

them to death without mercy. 

Having prevailed on the Roman general to grant him an inter¬ 
view with view, he fo reprefented matters to Quint [us, that he promifed 
the R~man to fend him articles for an accommodation in writing. Ao 
pen-ral cordingly, foon after he fent him the following propofals: That 
• " * Nabis fhould withdraw all his garrifons from Argos and its ter¬ 

ritories ; that he fhould deliver up all the fhips of war he had 
taken, and retain no more veffels than two galliots; that he 


His 


fhould deliver 


ritories 


fhould 


MeJJei 


•wives and children; that he fhould 


fhould 


that he fhould pay fifty talents a year for eight 
Thefe conditions were equally difagreeable to 
Lacedemonians, who reje&ed them, and prepan 
Hate defence. Quintius , who was at the head 
He is obli-attacked the city, but was feveral times repulfed. 


laft 


Nabis 


the Ro¬ 
mans 


tred to penetrateu into one ui L n»- 

Lree to over for loft; but Pythagoras , his Ion-in-law, a man of great 
a neace as abilities, fetting fire to the end of the ftreet, forced the Romans 
offered by to abandon their poft, and to retire. Nabis was fo thoroughly 

3 frightened, that he renewed the negotiation, and with much 
ado procured peace on the terms before fpecified. 

When Nabis was freed from the neighbourhood of the Romans, 
he employed his thoughts about contriving means for recover¬ 
ing his former power and authority. He therefore began to treat 
privately with Antiochus and the Mtolians , with a defign of creating 

. n ew difturbances in the Peloponnrfe, and having received from them 

ho tun ties at rom jf es ^ h e began to a£t offenfively againft the Acbaans. 

■ *S ainlt tfte pj e reC overed Gythium, the fea- port of Sparta, and obtained a 
jkbaans. a( j vanta g e a t f e a. But he was afterwards routed at land by 

Pkilopamen, rather for want of abilities, as a general, in him- 
felf, than any fault in his foldiers. Phi lop amen, by ufing a 
ftratagem, made him abandon a very ftrong camp, and cut oft 
a confiderable part of his forces. Then feizing the camp 
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L vu . . . j _ >ps of Nabis , whofearmy 

r , 1 -!'ThlL was greatly broke before he reached Sparta. Philopamen then 
® ‘ * ravaged Laconia for 30 days, Nabis not daring in theleaftto 

oppofe him. 

The enemy being mafters of the whole country, his commu¬ 
nication with Gythium was cut oft'. He had every day advice 
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Greece. The 


diflatisfied 


fo that he was afraid of leading his foldiers without the citv In 

. • 1/L _j _u i * i . j* .** 


inftrumental 


Mto 


the JEto- 


the war. He folicited their affiftance in the moft earneft and 
preffing manner j but they fliewcd themfelves very proper allies 
for a tyrant. Having difpatched his meffengers with large afl'u- He afks 
ranees of ready affiftance, they then confulted how to a<ft; and the affift- 
the refult of their confutation was, that Nabis, when he had a ance of 
ftrong army of Spartans and mercenaries at his command, was 
their good ally, and deferved all poffible regard ; but in the pre- Hans. 
fent fituation of things, when his forces were in a manner cut 
off, and he fcarce able to maintain himfelf in Sparta , it would 
beft ferve their purpofes to remove him out of the way, and 
take the city to themfelves. This coitnfel being approved, 
Alexamenus was fent to Lc-.cedccmon with icoo foot and 30 horfe, 
who were ordered to obey him alone, and not to affift Nab is to 
make war on the Achatans. 

Nabis was greatly diflatisfied with this fmall reinforcement; 
but Alexamenus , to encourage him, told him, that the JEtoiians, 
if his neceffities required it, would march with all their forces 
to his relief; that Antiochus was refolved to make war on the 
Romani , and. that many of the Greek ftates were inclined to his 
party. Nabis , encouraged by thefe aflurances, began to exer- 


cife his troops without the city, by the advice of Alexamenus, 
who affifted on thefe occafions, and having gained the confi- 
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phalanx ways behind the reft of his troops. 


Sp, 

Having thus lulled 


He is 


the tyrant into great fecurity, he took the opportunity of a re- murdered 
view of the troops to execute his purpofe. While the guards by the 
were pofted behind, he and his fmall body of horfe fuddenly JEtoiian 
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Nabis, 

The Lacedemonians who were prefent looked on with a mix¬ 
ture of joy and terror 5 joy that the tyrant was dead, terror at 
beholding fo ftrange an accident, the reafons of which they 


general. 


1 


knew not. 


Mtolians 


whoplun- 


their amazement, marched diredlly into the city, which they ders Spar 
plundered, the chief breaking into the tyrant’s palace, and ri- ta, 
fling all his treafures. The Spartans beginning now to look on 
the murder of Nabis as their misfortune, and confidering how 
little it became them to look on and fee themfelves fpoiled by { )u t j s cut 


foreigners, took a child, whofe name was Laconicus, defeended 
of the royal family, and for that reafon bred up by Nabis , and 
fetting him on horfeback, gathered round him and attacked 
many of the Mtolians , whom they put to the Iword. After a 
while they broke into the palace, where they flew Alexamenus 
and thofe that were with him, and alfo put many other Mio- 
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bv the 
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while Philopemcn , who, by an exprefs, had been informed of 
the death of Nabis , arrived with a few troops at Sparta* but 
iaftead of treacheroufly taking advantage of their confufions. 
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who unite he reprefented to the citizens the imprudence of their conduct 
them- and engaged them, fince they had fo happily recovered their 
felves tr freedom, to unite themfelves to the Achaans , reaping thus bv 
the Aches- his virtue, all the fruits the Mtolians expected from their per- 
ans . fidy. 



CHAP. IV. 


The Hiftory 



the Thebans, 


Democra 
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From the time of their becoming a commonwealth , to their reduttm , 

by Philip of Macedon. 

HAT kind of a commonwealth was firft eftabliflied by 
the Thebans , immediately after the death of Xanthus , 
does not appear. This only we know, that in procefs of time, 
when the Thebans came to their flourifhing age, and in their 
turn put in for the fovereignty of Greece , their government was 
in the nature of a democracy, but it was not till after a long 
time, and by flow degrees, that they arrived to this height of 
power. Notwithftanding their great antiquity, their foreign 
and domeftic wars, and gallant defence of their city againft the 
Argives and the Epigoni ; yet their progrefs in the martial difei- 
pline, or in the improvement of their government, laws, and 
commerce, was, for a long time, but inconfiderable, and they 
made but a very obfeure and contemptible figure in the world, 
in comparifon of the Athenians and Lacedaemonians , being juftly 
accounted a flothful ftupid people even by Pindar and Plutarch , 
their own countrymen. In all likelihood they might havefo 
continued to the end, had it not been for their two great gene¬ 
rals, Pelopidas and Epaminondas , who raifed them to their height 
The cha- of power and reputation. Their ftupidity and flownefs was 
rafter of not fo great an obftacle to their advancement in glory and fame, 
the The- as their bafenefs and treachery, of which they gave many in- 
bans. fiances, but more efpecially in their betraying the common 

caufe of Greece , and going over to Xerxes , king of Perfia ; a 
treachery which was attended with a double difgrace, as they 
were the firft that were gained over to that intereft, and their 
perfidy was attended with ill fuccefs. 

They ap- Their treacherous conduct made them apprehenfive of the 
ply to refentment of their powerful neighbours, the Athenians , on 
6 p it a for which account they fought the friendfhip and protection of the 
protection Lacedaemonians, which they eafily obtained, the Spartans being 
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again ft 
Athens . 


then more inclined to forgive the parti f ms of the king of Per- 
fa, than to fuffer the Athenians to reife their greatnefs at the 
cxptr.ee of their neighbours. The Thebans for a time expreffed 
an uncommon gratitude to their protestors, infomuch, that 

they adhered to the Spartans with the utmoft fidelity, during 

the 
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the whole Peloponnejian war, by which means they not only re¬ 
covered the government of Bceotia , of. which, on account of 
their defection, they had been deprived by the AjnphiSiyons , but 
their city was alfo reftored to its ancient luftre. That ruinous 
war turned out greatly to their advantage, and at the peace of 
Antalcidas they were become fo powerful and headftrong, that 
theyrefufed to agree to that treaty, which ftripped them of their 
dominion over Baeotia , and were, with no fmall difficulty, over¬ 
awed and forced into it by the other Hates. 

The Spartans now ambitioufly aiming at the dominion of The Spar- 
Greece , feized upon their citadel, and brought them under the tans feize 
yoke, the place having been betrayed by Leontides , into the their ci- 
hands of Pbabidas , the Spartan general. About four years af- tadel. 
ter the Theban exiles, who, upon this occafion, had taken re¬ 
fuge in Athens , formed a fcheme for delivering their city from 
the Spartan yoke, and had concerted the defign with the popular 
faffion in Thebes. The chief promoter of the enterprife was 
Pelopidas , a young daring nobleman, of great abilities and great 
generofity, who employed his large fortune in fupporting the 
diftreffed citizens, and had acquired fo great a reputation, that 
Jafon, tyrant of TheJJaly , came to Thebes to enter into an al¬ 
liance with him. The enterprife was alfo favoured by Epami - 
nondas , another noble Theban , who, though extremely poor, 
would not accept of the prefents of Pelopidas , his moft intimate 
friend. Notwithftanding his poverty, he rendered himfelf greatly 
diftinguifhedbyhis virtues. He was modeft, prudent, and grave, 
eafy and complaifant in the commerce of the world, uniting 
with the ardour for military exercifes, a wonderful tafte for 
ftudy and the fciences, and fo great a lover of truth and fmcerity, 
that he fcrupled to tell a lie even in jeft or for diverfxon. Tho* 
he would not have any fhare in the defperate plot of the exiles, 
which he fufpe&ed would be too bloody, yet by his difeourfes 
he had endeavoured to infpire the Thebans with a paffionate de¬ 
fire to throw off the Spartan yoke. 

The day for the execution of the projeT being fixed, the ex- The exiles 
iles came to a fmall town near Thebes , and twelve of them, drive the 
among whom was Pelopidas , entered the city, dreffed in mean Spartans 
habits, with dogs and nets, that they might pafs for hunters. f rom 
They went immediately to the houfe of Charon , a principal ci- Thebes. 
tizen, who was privy to their defign, where they were foon after 
joined by 36 more of their confederates. Phillidas , fecretary 
to Archias and Philip , the Spartan governors, who was alfo in 
the plot, that very day invited them and their companions to a 
grand entertainment, and to make it the more complete, he en¬ 
gaged to provide feme of the hneft women in the town. When 
the guefts were almoft drunk, a whifper arofe, that the exiles were 
in the city, upon which Archias lent an officer to Charon , who 
was ordered to come immediately to the governor. Fnis mefiage 
greatly alarmed Charon and the confpirators, who now ima¬ 
gined that their plot was difeovered. Charon , however, encou¬ 
raging them, left his only fon in their hands, as a hoftage for 
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his fidelity, and went to Archias, whom he eafily fatisfied, with 
regard to the report, by promiimg to go diredlly and enquire 
into the truth of it. Returning with joy to the confpirators 
he informed them of what had parted, when it was refolved in^ 
ftantly to put their defign in execution. 

Mean while a courier arrived in great hafte from Athens , with 
a packet, containing an account of the whole confpiracy, 
which, when he delivered to Archias , he faid to him, “ JVl v 


cc 


lord, the perfon who writes you thefe letters, conjures you 
to read them immediately, as they are about bufinefs of 
confequence.” 

the packet by unopened, and anfwered with a fmile, 66 


- j 9 - / - - UI 

Archias being in the height of jollity, laid 

.Bufinefs 

to-morrow,” which words were afterwards ufed by the Greeks 
as a proverb. 

The confpirators were at that time divided into two parties, 
one of which, under Pelopidas , went againft Leontides , who 
was not at the feaft, the other, led by Charon and Melon , was 
to fall on Archias and his company. Thefe, who had drefled 
themfelves in women’s apparel, to cover their armour, were no 
fooner introduced to the drunken guefts, than they put them all 
to the fword. Pelopidas met with more refiftance. Leontides , 
who was afleep in bed, awaked at the noife that was made, 
fnatched his fword, and flew one of the confpirators, but was 
himfelf flain by Pelopidas. The confpirators then difpatched an 
exprefs to their aflfociates without the city. The doors of the 
prifons were broke open by them, and 500 prifoners let out. 
1 he Thebans were called upon to refume their liberty; and to 
furnifh them with arms, the fpoils were taken down from the 
porticoes, and the armourers fhops were broke open. 

The citizens in the mean time were in the utmoft confter- 
natior., and crowded into the ftreets, while the houfes were all 
illuminated with torches. The garrifon in the citadel, however, 
did not ftir, though they confuted of 1500 men, and 3000 ci¬ 
tizens had taken refuge with them. Probably they imagined 
proclaim- that the power of the confpirators was much greater than it was. 

Epaminondas now joined the exiles, to difpel the fears of the 
Thebans , and to prevent any further maflaere. Being accompa¬ 
nied by a crowd of the beft citizens and priefts, the latter with 
garlands and crowns in their hands, he affured the affrighted 
people that their tyrants and opprefl'ors only had been put to 

A general affembly 

of the Thebans being then futnmoned by Pelopidas , he pro¬ 
claimed liberty to them, and exhorted them to fight for their 
gods and their country. 

the fame day elected Baeotarchs , or governors of Bccotia 
the management of the war againft Sparta was committed to 


Liberty 


ed to the 
Thebans 
by Peloii 

das and 

-paniinpt: 


das. 


death, and that no others fhould be flain. 


Pelopidas , Melon , and Charon , were 


and 


The cita- 

* " 

<riei reta¬ 
ken, 

9 * - 


Pelopidas. 

It was then refolved to bcfiege the citadel, for which purpofe 
troops were brought from feveral cities of Bceotia , and a reinforce¬ 
ment of 5000 foot and 500 horfe arriving from Athens , anarmv 

of 12,0:0 men was compofed, with which Pelopidas inverted 

the 



439 


OF THE WORLD. 

{ },e place, which in a few days furrendered, fome fay, for want 
of provifions, but according to others, not without fome kind 
of treachery in the commanders. 

The Lacedamonians , upon hearing of the confpiracy, imme¬ 
diately fent their king, Cleombrotus , though in the depth of 
winter, into Bceotia , to the relief of the citadel, but at Megara 
he was met by the garrifon, who had been allowed to march off. 

Finding it impoffible to perform any a&ion of confequence, he 
left Sphodrias, with fome troops, at Thefpia , and returned to 
Sparta. Sphodrias , at the indication of Pelopidas , as fome af¬ 
firm, made an attempt to furprife the Pirceum , or harbour of 
Athens , which to exafperated the Athenians , efpecially when 
they heard that he was acquitted at Sparta , that they entered 
heartily into the war againfl the Spartans , though they had be¬ 
fore withdrawn their fuccours from Thebes , with the refolution 
of not interfering in the quarrel. Many other cities that were The vain 
weary of the Spartan yoke, then joining with the Thebans , the efforts of 
following fummer they were enabled fuccefsfully to oppofe both the Sp ar - 
Agefdaus and Cleombrotus, who invaded their territories. The tans 
following year the Spartans had no fuccefs at land, and their .sgainfl 
fleet was defeated by Canon , the Athenian. them. 

Soon after, the Thebans having recovered all the cities in Bceo- 
tk , made a powerful diverfion in Phocis. Beginning at length 
todefpife the Spartans , they ventured to acf offenfively, and 
had many {harp encounters with them, which failed not to raife 
their courage, and gain them experience. Their fucceffes were 
chiefly owing to the bravery and conduit of Pelopidas , who fig- 
nalized himfelf at the battle of Tanagra , again# the Spartans , 
killing their general with his own hand. Soon after he formed 
the defign of furprifmg Orchomenos , one of the largeft and moft 
confiderable cities in all Bcectia, and which was {till garrifoned 
by the Lacedamonians. As he was marching towards it, at the 
head of fome horfe, and a chofen body of 300 foot, which, 
from their fidelity to each other, were called the facred battalion, Pe'opr fas 
he was informed that a numerous body of Spartans were on their gains a 
march to reinforce the garrifon, which made him retire. In his fio a! ad- 
retreat, meeting this detachment near Tcgyra , he attacked them vantage 
fo furioufly, that he entirely routed them with great daughter ; over the 
by which he acquired more glory, than if he had fucceeded in Spartans, 
his original defign againfl Orchomenos , this being the greateft 
difgrace the Spartans had hitherto met with, it never having 
been ‘known before that in any of their wars they had been 
beaten by an equal number, much lefs when the enemy was 
greatly inferior. The fuperiority was now fo evident in favour 
of the Thebans, that the Athenians began to be alarmed, and 
looking upon them as more dangerous rivals than the Spartans , 
agreed foon after to a peace with the latter. The Thebans , 
however, reje&ed with fcorn the terms of accommodation, be- 
caufe they were required to reftore the cities of Bceotia to their 
liberty. Not long after, taking offence at the Flataans , on ac¬ 
count of their Angular fidelity to the Athenians , ana looking 
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upon their city as a continual thorn in their Jides, they came to 
a refolution to furprife it. The Plat^ans fufpe&ing their de¬ 
fig n, obtained fome fuccours from the Athenians. The Thebans 

neverthelefs, holding a fecret correfpondence with fome of the 

citizens, fent 300 men thither, who were admitted by their 
party into the city, which they foon after razed 3 in which 


The The .- The Thebans 
bam grow 


Theft 


Sp 


ambiti- conflant cuftom when they were in danger from, or deferted by 

the one, to have recourfe to the other, being readily fuccoured 


ous. 


party 


were 

Athe. 


Now 


the decline, and having acquired great 
knowledge in military affairs, they began to form ambitious 
proje&s, and to think of enlarging their territories, by en¬ 
croachments on their neighbours. 

This new fpirit of fuperiority is faid to have been raifed by 
Pelapidas , and his friend Epamlnondas , who had hitherto pre¬ 
ferred a private life, and from his attachment to philofophy, 
had feldom appeared in public, but to get himfelf excufed from 
ftate employments. The public fervices would not fufferhim 
to continue longer in his beloved retirement, fo that the com¬ 
mand of the army was at laft conferred upon him, and both he 
and Pelapidas came to be coniidered in the fame light, as gene¬ 
rals in the field, as governors at home, and as complete ftatef- 
men in the council. It was Epamlnondas , who, at the confe¬ 
rences in Sparta , jurtified the right of the Thebans to Bceoiia^ 
which fo irritated Agefilaus , that he excluded them from the ge¬ 
neral pacification that was then concluded among the other 
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mlnondas to juflify their right in the field, and afiigned him, at 
his own requeft, fix counsellors or artirtants. Being inform¬ 
ed that the Spartans were advancing with an army of about 18000 
men, he raifed what troops he could, which did not exceed 6000. 
He, however, made proclamation, that all who defired to de¬ 


part might do fo, which permin',on th e Thcfj 
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his left wing, and drew up his line fifty men deep, whereas 
that of the Spartans was but twelve men deep. He ordered his 
right wing to fall back in a flanting line, as if they declined to 


uih w/ u. ii-ht, that they might not be too much expofed to the enemy, 

and might ferve for a body of referve in cafe of need. The ca¬ 
va! ly on both fides were ported on the front, and began the at¬ 
tack. Tire Lacedaemonian horfe were inftantly put in great dif- 
order, and falling back upon their infantry, threw them into 
the grratert confuficn. Epamlnondas and Pelapidas in the mean 

lime advancing clofe upon their horfe, made a furious attack 
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upon the Lacedemonian phalanx, which they broke with great 
Slaughter, Cleombrotus and feveral officers of note being ilain. 
The difpute continued on both fides with great fury about the 
body of the dead king, which the Spartans regained; Epami- 
wn das drawing off fome of his troops for the attack of the 
other wing of the enemy, which confifted of fuch auxiliaries 
and allies as had not heartily engaged in the Spartan intereft, 
who, after a flight reflftance, betook themfelves to flight. They 

however, clofely purfued by the Thebans , with great 


were, ... . 

{laughter, and Epaminondas remaining mailer of the field, erect¬ 
ed a trophy in memory of his victory. The Tbtbans in this 
battle loft but 300 men, but the lofs of the Spartans amounted 
104000; a lofs which ftruck them with the greateft confterna- 
tion, as it prefaged the downfall of their power. Epaminondas 
lent a herald, crowned with garlands, to communicate the news 
of hi victory to the Athenians , in hopes that it would be an cf- 

a * • 1 1 1- 


mean jea¬ 
lous of the 


[ectual means to reunite them to the Theban intereft. It proved. The A the- 
however, quite otherwife, for the Athenians received the courier 
with great coldnefs, and ordered him immediately to depart, 
without allowing him time for refrefhment, not being able to Thebans, 
diffemble their jealoufy of the rifing greatnefs of the Thebans. 

Notvvithftanding the bad reception the Theban herald met 
with at Athens , feveral other ftates exprefied great joy upon re¬ 
ceiving the news of the victory, and feveral of them entered 
into alliances with the Thebans. Though fome, indeed, were 
compelled to enter into their alliance, yet, the far greater part 
did it either from inclination or intereft, as they found they were 
moftlikely to be protected by them. Several of thefe new al- who pro¬ 
lies objc&ed to the terms of the general pacification, for grant- cure allies 
ing liberty to fome towns, over which they claimed a jurifdic- in the Te¬ 
flon. Amongft thefe allies, the Mantineans , by the help of loponnefe. 
the Eleans and Arcadians , took upon them to rebuild and fortify 
their city; and according to Paufanias , the Arcadians , by the 
perfuafions of Epaminondas , built one common city, which they 
called Megalopolis , though Diodorus places it two years later. 

Jafon , tyrant of Thejfaly , being about this time murdered, 
the Thebans ftrengthened themfelves by new alliances. Befides 


the Arcadians and Eleans , in the Pcloponnrfe , the Phocians , Lo- 
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by Epami- their capital, and left a ftrong garrifon for its defence. This 
nondas. generous action redounded as much to his glory, as to the mor¬ 
tification and difgrace of the Spartans , who were highly exaf- 
perated at being deprived of a province as large as their own, 
and one of the moil fertile of all Greece. Upon his return from 
the Peloponne/e , Epaminondas was like to have been flopped by 
lphicrates , whom the Athenians had font with 12000 men to in¬ 
tercept him. Iphicrates , however, whether by private inftrudtions 
from the Athenians , ncgledled to feize the rnoft important pafs, 
which put it out of his power to do great injury to the The¬ 
bans, who, though the roads were choaked up with trees, rocks, 
Hones, and every thing that could render them impafiible, ad¬ 
vanced refolutely to Corinth. The Corinthians had fortified their 
city with many ftrong outworks j but upon the firft attack of 
the j Thebans they abandoned them, and were purfued into their 
The The- city with great flaughter. It being then the depth of winter, 

try Epaminondas did not chufe to befiege Corinth , but marched di- 
their tsvo redfly home, where he and Pelopidas met with a very ungrateful 
generals return for their great fervices. As they had been forced in their 
for breach late expedition to prolong their command four months longer 
of orders, than the time limited by law, they were both arrefted as ftate 

prifoners, and foon after tried capitally. Their enemies neg¬ 
lected no art nor pains to incenfe the people againft them; but 


hans 


Epaminondas taking 


I 


“ ccfles, and the advantages you derived from them, would have 
“ been fufficient motives to induce you to acquit me; but fince 
« they are not, I only wait for your fentence, I am ready both 
*« to accufe and condemn myfelf: only let pofterity know, that 
« I am put to death for having fo fuccefsfully led your troops 


into Laconia , where no enemy had penetrated before ; that I 
« die for having reftored the Mejfenians to their antient patri- 
44 mony; for having re-united the Arcadians , and ruined the 
“ Lacedamonians ; for having increafcd your ftrength, enlarged 
<c your conquefts, and raifed you to this prefent height of power 
and glory. All I farther beg is, that it may be engraved upon 
my monument, that he who hath done you all thefe fervices 
64 had been puniihed with death.” Thefe fevere reproaches 


CC 

CC 


Though 
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raifed by the envy of their enemies, and particularly by Man- 
dldes, who had been one of the confpiraters againft the Spar¬ 
tans , yet, as it was a moil dangerous precedent that the generals 
had fet, it was moft reafonable that they fhould undergo a trial. 
Meneclides? after they were acquitted, fo far prevailed on the 
Thebans , that they deprived Epaminondas of the government w 
Breoiia for a whole year. He war, not, however, able by lus 
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Mean 
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broke through 


gean while the Spartans endeavoured with the utmc 
«ence to retrieve their affairs, and by the reinforcements 
Athenians, and of the Gauls and Spaniards from Sicily, 
letting at liberty many of their Helots , they raifed an ; 

Ijlhmns, ponnefe 

which they fortified. Epaminondas 

with 7000 Theban foot and 500 horle, to the aliiltance of the 
fchponneftan allies. He made himfelf matter of fome places, 
and in his return attacked Corinth , which was mott gallantly de¬ 
fended by Chabrias , the Athenian, who repulfed the Boeotians 
even after they had entered the city. This bad fuccefs gave 
frefh occafion to the enemies of Epaminondas to blame his con- 
dutt in the higheft terms. By accufing him of being a fecret 
friend to the Spartans , and a traitor to his country, they lo far 
prevailed on the people, that lie was deprived of his command, 
and reduced to the condition of a private man. The ftate, 
however, was foon obliged 1 to have recourfeto him again, which 
gave him an opportunity of retrieving his fame, and wiping off 
the ftain which his enemies had thrown upon him. 

Mean while the Arcadians were become fo elated with the TheArca- 
viftories lately gained over the Lacedamonians , that they now Mans aft 
thought themfelves able to cope with them alone, and accord- independ- 


in 


Thebans. Their 


of 


ral, Lycomedes , a man of birth and fortune, and of an ambi- their al- 
tious fpirit, reprefented to them that the whole Pcloponnefe did lies, 
properly belong to them, as the original inhabitants; that they 
were the moft populous nation in ail Greece , and had been al¬ 
ways mott conlidered and efteemed by the rett for their Angular 
ftoutnels and bravery; that as they had formerly promoted the 
intereft of the Spartans , fo they were now advancing that of the 
Thebans ; and that if they did not now infill upon an equal 
(hare of the commaand with them, they would in the end find 
them Spartans too. By this fpeech he made fuch an impreffion 
on the Arcadians , that they declared they were ready to under¬ 
take the moft difficult enterprizes. A few months after, how¬ 
ever, they were fadly convinced of their ill-timed folly and 
pride; for they were defeated with the lofs of 10,000 men, by 
the Spartans , under Archidamus , the fon of Agcfdaus , who loft nn d are 
notfo much as one man, from which circmnftance it wps Ailed oe.eated 
by the Spartans , Tbc tcarlefs viStory. The Arcadians after this de- by the 
feat were involved in feveral misfortunes, which their allies, the 
Thebans and Eleans , fuffered them to (hare alone, the firft taking 
pleafure in feeing their ambition checked, and the latter being 


tans • 


offended with them for keeping fome of their towns. 
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from Pelopidas , yet, he having left the Thejfalians in a Rate < 
defence, proceeded to Macedonia , to decide the difpute betwee 
Alexander and his baftard brother Ptolemy who contended f ( 
the crown, but from an opinion of his juftice, chofe him fc 
arbitrator. Pelopidas having eftablifhed Alexander on the throne 
brought with him Philip , the king’s younger brother, and 3 
Macedonian youths as hoftages to Thebes. 

The following year, upon a complaint of the Thejfalians 
Pelopidas and IJmenias were fent ambaffadors to them. Afte 
they had entered Thejfaly , finding the different parties very v io 
lent, they were obliged to raife TheJJ'alian mercenaries to aflif 
their friends. Mean while Alexander , king of Macedon > beinj 
murdered by his brother Ptolemy , who had lei zed the throne, 
Pelopidas was invited thither by the friends of the deceafed king! 
Upon his arrival in that kingdom, Ptolemy corrupted the TV* 
Jalian mercenaries that he carried with him; but, neverthelefs. 
came and fubmitted to him, afked pardon, and promifed to 
keep the kingdom in truft only, and to enter into an ofFenfivc 
and defenfive alliance with the Thebans . For his fecurity he 
gave his fon and 50 of his companions as hoftages, whom Pe¬ 
lopidas fent to Thebes. He then refolved to punifh the treachery 
of the mercenaries, and affembling fome TheJJaliun roops, he 
marched to Pharfalus , where he was informed the deferters had 
left their wives and children with their bell effects. He was no 


fooner arrived there, but Alexander the tyrant appeared before 
the place with a powerful army. Pelopidas thinking Alexander 
came thither to juftify himfelf, went to him unarmed, with his 
collevue Ifmenias. The tvrant immediate] v caufed them to be 


collegue IJmenias 
Pelopidas feized, and fent j 


immediately 
res. In hop 


is nnpri- fpirit of the brave Pelopidas , he ordered that every one that had 
fbned by a mind fhould be admitted to fee them j but this had a quite 
the tyrant, contrary effed: upon him, and only ferved as a means of fend¬ 


ing 


That 


He particularly fent to 


tt 

<c 

cc 


cent and worthy citizens to be tortured and butchered, and 
to fpare him, who he knew, if ever he efcaped out of his 
hands, would not fail to make him fuffer the jmnifhment due 
to his crimes.” The tvrant, furprifed at this boldnefs and 


magnanimity. 


u 
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hafte to die ? ’ a 
mayeft perifli th 

God and man.” 


Why is Pelopidas 


“It is that thou 


This laf 
making 



acle of him any longer. 


he caufed him to be more clofely confined, and forbad any but 
his wife Thebe to fee him. This lady had heard fo much ofhis 
intrepid bravery and good fenfe, that fhe had feveral interviews 
with him, and he encouraged her vifits, probably to confult 
with her on the proper means of revenging herfelf and him on 
her bloody hufband. 

When the Thebans heard the news of the outrage done to 


Pelopidas 


they immediately fent an army into Tbejpny^ but 
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whether through ill fortune, or ill conduct, the generals were The The- 

repulfed with great lofs by the Pheraan ufurper. They would bans fend 
probably have been wholly cut off, had not the foldiers com- an army 
Jelled Epaminondas , who was there only as a volunteer, to take to his ref- 
the command. He foon gave a different turn to their affairs; cue. 
for placing himfelf at the head of the horfe and light-armed Epawiwn- 
foot, he charged the enemy with fuch vigour and bravery, that das, by 
he obliged them to defift from their purfuit. As the army, his ’con- 
however, had fuffered greatly, he was forced to return to Thebes, dufl.faves 
where the pufillanimous generals were fined 12000 drachms the army, 
each. Epaminondas was declared general, and fent with a new and 
army againft the tyrant, who was full of apprehenfion on the 
news, which had occafioned many infurre&ions among the 


fbijfd 


The new Theban 


ties to extremes 


enemy 


his fury on his prifoner. He, however, fo harafled him by fre- oblio-F 
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fkirmifhes 


that he, feeing his great fuperiority, and fear- the tyrant 


Theffal, 


Epa- to let Pe- 
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morulas granted him a truce, on condition of his reftoring Pe- lotidas at 
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returned with his ai 

The Thebans now 


Thebes 


heir ftrength and valour, for the conduit and 
bravery of their generals, and for their integrity and juftice, 
that they feemed on the point of affuming the fovereignty of 
Greece. The other principal ftates were become extremely jea¬ 
lous of the Thebans , and confcious of their own weaknefs, fent 


Perfi 


The 


Thebans and their allies alfo fent a deputation thither, at the fent to the 
head of which was Pelopidas, whofe fame had been fpread into Perf,an 
the remoteft provinces of AJia. Pelopidas, upon his arrival at court. 

Sufa, became the object of the admiration of the nobles and 
great officers of the court. He was received by the king with 
the moft manifeft marks of efteem, particularly at his audience, 
and by a plain and nervous difeourfe, he inclined the Psrfsn 
monarch to the Theban intereft. Artaxerxes did not diffemble He pre- 
his preference of him to all the reft of the Grecian deputies; va-Is with 
he fent him the richeft and moft magnificent prdents, and the king 
granted all he afked; namely, That all we Greeks fhould be free to declare 

and i 


dependant 


Meflenia Jhould continue ft 


from the yoke of Sparta, that the Athenians fhould lay up 
and that the Thebans fhould be reckoned the hereditary 


m j'Evcur 


Perfia. 
Pelopidas 
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was extremely applauded by his 


countrymen, who, by his fuccefsful negotiation, 
themfelves, unrivalled, at the head of Greece. The 
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fent orders to all the deputies of the other ftates to auernbleat 
Thebes, in order to ratify the treaty concluded at the 
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lutely declined it, alledging, that they were not fent by theii 
flstes r&- principals to fwear to the obfervance of the articles, but tc 
ject the hear them read ; fo that the congrefs broke up without 


Ferji 
treaty 


than an 


anv 


pains which the Thebans took by private conferences, to court 
fome, and awe other Hates into a ratification. The Corinthian 
declared, they faw no occafion for the treaty, and the other 
Hates agreeing to their opinion, refolved from thenceforth to 
oppofe with all their might, the growing power of the Thebans. 
Ariaxerxes ftiffly refufed to concern himfelf farther about his 
new ally, as he could not interfere without bringing all the 
other Grecian Hates upon him, who were by this time univer¬ 
sally difpofed to unite againH them and him, and to make it a 

common caufe. 

The Thebans were not hindered by thefe difcouragemems 
from the farther profecution of their defigns, even though their 
old allies, the Arcadians , Argives , and other Peloponnefian Rates, 
refufed to aft any longer in concert with them. Being defirous 
of retaining their influence in the Pelopomtcfe , they lent Epa- 
minondas thither with an army, and he having prevailed on the 
Achceans to enter into an alliance with him, the Arcadians were 
alfo obliged to renew their league, to protect themfelves from 
the Spartans. 

Not long after, however, the Arcadians again renounced their 
alliance with Thebes , and entered into a league with the Athe- 
Epambion- n j anSj the chief promoter of which was Lycomedcs , the Arcadian 
das again general, who was foon after murdered upon his return from 
enters the Aihens , by a party of exiles, or, according to fome, by' the La- 
Pel pon- cedcemonians , who invaded Arcadia on account of that alliance, 
rc/e. and flew him and zoo of his men. The Corinthians about the 

fame time having been threatened with a furprife from the Athe¬ 
nians ^ concluded a peace with the Thebans , to which agreed the 
Phliafians and fome other Hates, upon thefe terms, that every 
h general one flhould enjoy their own. The Sp 
peacecon- were induced to come into this peace, by the mediation ot 

. . - « « • *r% r* i i i -5 1 • « r .1 

eluded. 


Perfi 


lent a plenipotentiary, to fettle 


once more the tranquillity of Greece. Though the Spartans Hill 
infifled that Mejfenia belonged to them, yet they, as well as all 
the ether contending parties, agreed to be quiet for the prefent; 
and this patched up peace was called the putting an end to the 
Laconic or Boeotian war, after it had continued about five years, 
from the battle of Leucira (p), 


(p) There is no fmall difagree- tra ; and there is alfo fomeddTo- 
ment between ancient hiilorians nance between their accounts cl 
about the dates of feveral of the the facls themfelves, both which 
above-mentioned tranfa&ions, latter writers have in vain endea- 
fubfequent to the battle of Leuc - voured to reconcile 


Plut. & Corn. Nep. in vit. Agefil. & Epaminond. Diod. Sit. 1. 15 . Xenopb. 
Hellen. 1. 6 . & orat. in land. Ageiil. Paufan. in Lacon Jufhn. I. 6 , Athen. Deipnos. 

See alio Gedpign.nouinPaiifan* Palmer Ant. Grsec« Meurf. Briet. La Tour, 
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peace would be of any continuance. The principal ftates feem- The 
ed to have lull the war in view,' and to have agreed to the ac- peace vio- 
commodation only to gain time and opportunity to confult the lated 
belt means of fuppreffing the growing power of the Thebans 
Such being the difpofition of the Grecian ftates, the very next 
year the old contefts broke out with as much vehemence as ever 
The Arcadians and Eleans began with reviving their refpecfivc 

1 . L ^ i 4 A * 1 *9 4T\ 4 rtl 1 A.! J * . 1 —_ 


Mejfe 


iphilia 

Thei 


-- b -''ys^cmcut, applied 

oparians , while the Arcadians , who were 


fupported by the Athenians , made an incurfton into Elis, where 
they ieized feveral towns. 

The following year proved more difgraceful to the Eleans 

for their neighbours, the Pifcans, encouraged by the Arcadians 

and Arrives, claimed the dire&ion of the Olympic games, and 

when the Eleans had appointed them, came upon them’with 
all their forces, ..- " v - - 


fharp encounter 


The Grecians , who were then come together to the folemnity 
flood as fpecftators of the conteft, and at every brave a&ion of 
either party, fet up great (houts. Tile Pifaans , at length, be¬ 
ing conquerors, direded the games. The Eleans , however, 

protefted againft the legality of this olympiad, and never re- 
giftered it in their annals. 

During thefe tranfa&ions, Epaminondas , by a ftudied fpeech. The The- 
ftirred up the Thebans to make a bold effort to obtain the domi- bans aim 
nion at fca, encouraging them, by the example of the Lace- at the do- 
dmomans, who, in the time of Xerxes , with ten fhips only, minion of 
had gained the fuperiority at fea over the Athenians , who had the fca. 
no fewer than 200. The people forthwith decreed, that 100 
gallies fhould be built, and that application fhould be made to 
the Rhodians , Chians , and Byzantines , for their affiftance, ap¬ 
pointing him as their ambaflador. Epaminondas had all the 

fuccefs riiat could be wifhed for, notwithftanding the ftrenuous 

oppofition of the Athenians , and of their admiral. Laches , who 

was fent with a fquadron againft him. What more effectually Oppofcd 

thwarted all his meafures, was the work which they found out by the 

for the Thebans at land, by engaging them to take part in the Athenians. 
quarrels that then reigned among their neighbours. 

During the abfence of Epaminondas , and of his collegue, Ortbotne- 
rdopulas , the Thebans feized an opportunity of deftroying the ,, os razet J» 

nfrr C I • /I t • 1 1 t • ■'*"1 * 1 


city of Orchomenos , againft which they bore an ancient grudge, 

becaufe in the heroic times the Orchomenians had made them tri¬ 
butary. Three hundred of the Or chimera an horfemen, at the 
perfuafion of fome Theban exiles, had engaged to aiiift them in 
wrprifing Thebes , and changing the government into an arifto- 
cracy. One of the confpirators, however, difeovering the 
plot, the 300 horfernen were put to death by the fen ate, and the 
^habitants of Orchomenos being fold for flaves, the city was 
“zed to the ground. 

The 
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Pelophlas The Thebans about the fame time being folicited by the Thef 
marches fallens, to affift them againft Alexander of Phene, who cruelly 
to the af- opprefled them, they ordered Pelopidas to march thither at the 
finance of head of 7000 men. That general earneftly defired to humbk 
the Thef- the tyrant; but an eclipfe of the fun happening when he begar 
falians. his march, his troops were ftruck with a fuperftitious terror, and 

fcrupled to advance. He fcorned to defire them to march againfl 
their inclination, but proceeded to Thefj'aly, accompanied with 
300 volunteers, and joined the Theffalians , though the footh- 
layers had entreated him to flay, looking upon him as chiefly 
concerned in the finifler omen. He was perfonally incenfed 
againft Alexander , in refentment of the injuries he had received 
from him. He alio hoped from the converfation he former]? 
had with Thebe , the tyrant’s wife, to find great diforders and 
divifions in his court. But what excited and urged him moll 
was the glory of the a£lion itfelf; for his whole defire and am¬ 
bition was to {hew all Greece , that while the Spartans on one 
hand were making their fervile court to Dionyjius , tyrant of Si¬ 
cily, and fupplying him with officers, and the Athenians on the 
other, were kept in pay, as it were, by Alexander , and had 
erected a brazen ftatue in honour of him as a benefa&or, the 
Thebans were the only people v/ho flood up in defence of liber¬ 
ty, and waged wars againft all tyrants and oppreffors. Having 
aflembled his forces at Pharfalus , he marched againft the tyrant, 
who being informed that he had brought but few Thebans with 
him, and that his own infantry was more than double the num¬ 
ber of the Theffalians , fought to give him battle. Pelopidas as 
eagerly fought to meet his enemy, and when it was told him 
that he was advancing with a prodigious army, he faid, So much 
the better , we Jhall beat fo many the tnore. The engagement hap¬ 
pened at a place named Cynocephelea , or Dogs Heads , fo called from 
two fleep eminences in the midft of a plain, near Scotuffa. Both 
fides ftrove to get pofleflion of thofe hills with their foot, and 
in the mean time Pelopidas ordered his cavalry to charge thofe 
of the enemy, which they prefently routed. Alexander , how¬ 
ever, firft gained the hills, and attacked the Theffalians with 
fuch impetuofity, and to fuch advantage, that they were forced 
to retire. Pelopidas feeing this, recalled his cavalry from the 
purfuit, and taking his {hield, advanced to the head of his in¬ 
fantry, who were then filled with fuch courage and alacrity, 
that the enemy imagined they came with other fpirits and other 
bodies to the onfet, and quickly gave back. 

He defeats The afeents being now in the pofleflion of Pelopidas , he 
the tyrant, began to look every way for Alexander , and perceiving him in 

the right wing, rallying and encouraging his mercenaries, he 
could no longer contain himfelf, but advanced to him with great 
precipitation, challenging him to decide the battle by Angle 
combat. The tyrant not daring to wait his coming up, retired, 
and hid himfelf among his guards. Thefe Pelopidas charged with 
great fury, trying in vain to cut his way to Alexander , killing 
u:any of thole whu came forward to oppofe him. Others, 

however, 
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jioivcver, fighting at a diffance, pierced his armour and wound¬ 
ed him with their darts and javdins, after which fome fpear- 
men advancing, ftabbed him in the breaft. ' 


The 


feeing his danger, flattened to his affiftanec, but before their Iiim- 
anival he was fallen dead. Their grief and defpair fo exafpe- 
rated them againft the enemy, that they fell upon them with 
the greateft fury, and quickly routed and difperfed them with 
preat {laughter, more than 300 cif them being left dead upon 


the field. 

Alter the battle the Thebans 


o 


Thcfjt 


other in lamenting their beloved general. The former {filed 
him their father, faviour, and inflrucfor in everything that was 
great and honourable. The whole army, both officers and fol- 
die'-ij. without putting oft their armour, unbridling their horfes, mourning 
or dr effing their wounds, ran all to his body, and heaped round for him. 


Deep 


Thev 


it the fpoils of the enemy, 
the manes of their horfes; and thofe that retired to their tents, 
neither kindled a fire, nor took any kind of rerrefhment. Such 
afiler.ee and confternation reigned throughout the whole army, 
that they feemed not to have gained a glorious victory, but to 
have been defeated and enflaved by the tyrant. In all the cities 
through which his body was carried, the magiftrates, young 
men, children, and priefts, came cut to meet it with trophies, 
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“ mity greater than your own. 



true, have loft an 
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‘ excellent general; but we, with the lofs of a general, have 
“ loft all hopes of liberty; for how fhall we dare to defire 
“ another of vou, fince we cannot reftore Paapides .” The 


Thebans not only granted 
of 7000 foot and 700 


tneir 


norfe 


but lent an army 
under the command of Malcltus 


requeft. 
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......., . , 1 king fent others tb 

an ambaflador to Tbales with orders, fealed with the royal feal, their li- 
to receive the oaths of the alliance that was then renewed berty, 
w ‘th the Greek {fates, into which he infilled that the Thebans 
flionld now be admitted. The deputies of the other Hates 
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afTembled at Thebes 


abfolutely refilling to include the Thebani 
in the treaty on the fame foot with Sparta , which the ambafla- 
dor peremptorily infilled on, the congrefs broke up, every one 
chooling to return to their refpective homes rather than fign 
any fuch treaty* 

Epaminon - The year after the death of Pelopidas, a war breaking out 

das again between the Tegeans and Mnntineans , the former called in the 
enters the Thebans to their aid, and the latter folicited the affiftance of the 
Felopon- Spartans and Athenians . The Mantincans and their allies were 

fo terrified with the apprehenfion of a frelh defeent of the The- 
bans into the Pclopomnjc , that they agreed that each Hate fiiouid 
have the command in its own territories ; which was a point 
that the Athenians and Spartans had never granted to the Arca¬ 
dians till now. Epaminondas was then in full march at the head 
of his Boeotian troops, with fome Eubatan auxiliaries, and a 


•eft 


Me; 


■h 


and was moreover to be joined 
1 « 1 « " 


had entered 


loponnefe. I 


confederate army again!! 
Mantinea , the place which 


they concluded would be firflr attacked. While they were fe- 
curing themfelves on that fide, Epaminondas, concludij ^ 
Sparta would be left defencelefs, broke up privately from Ne 
niea, where he had lain for fome time encamped, and marched 
all that night in hopes of furprizing Sparta ; but Agefilaus, who 
by chance heard of his defign, fent intelligence of it to the 
Spartans , fo that his attempt was frullrated. Epaminondas next 
endeavoured to furprize Mantinea , which he coniedlurecl would 


and in this he judged rightly 
ed of its troops, but of its 


Agejilaas to the relief of Sparta 
y; for the place was not only drain- 
inhabitants, who were fcattered all 


over the country gathering in their harvefl. Six thouiand 
Athenian fuccours however entering the place the very day that 
he arrived before it, he was again difappointed. 

His defigns being thus twice frullrated, he became more ar¬ 
dent to retrieve his reputation by fome action of importance. 
Confidering that his command was on the point of expiring, 
and that he would be greatly blamed if he did nothing for the 
fccurity of the Theban allies, after his departure he gave orders 
for his troops to hold themfelves in readinefs for a battle, which 
He trains was foon after fought near Mantinea. The Thebans and their 
a glorious allies were fiiperior in number to the enemy ; and Epaminon- 
vidory at das, on the day of the engagement, arnnfed his adverfariesbv 
Mantinea , marches and countermarches, till he had difpofed his troops in 
Bef Ch. the moll proper order. 


He then began the attack at the head 
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e of Epaminondas , who charged at their head, and wounded 

the' Laccdcsmonian general with the fill! javelin he threw. Ep (h 

mitiondas , 
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mmondas , by thus expofing his own perfon, received many but is 

wounds ; and one of them being mortal, he funk to the ground, mortally 
a „d was carried off fpeechlefs j the Thebans, upon his fall, hay- wounded. 
| n g redoubled their ardour, routed the enemy. Epaminondas 
as loon as he recovered himfelf, afked his friends that were’ 
about hint what became of his fhield; and being told that it 
was Cafe, he beckoned to have it brought to him, and kiffed 
it. He next enquired which fide had gained the vi&ory, and 
king anfwered the Thebans , he replied, then all is well. His 
friends lamenting his untimely death, and his leaving no chil¬ 
dren behind him, he faid, I die not voithout iff he , but have left two 
fair daughters , the viSlory ofLtnSt ra, and this <?/Man tinea, to 
perpetuate my memory. _ Soon after, upon drawing out of his 
body the head of the javelin that had given him the mortal 
wound, he expired, as it were, in the arms of victory. 

It may be truly faid, that the power of Thebes expired with His clia- 
this great man, whom Cicero feems to rank above all the illuf- rafter, 
trious men Greece ever produced. Juflin is of the fame opi¬ 
nion, when he fays, that as a dart is no longer in a condition 
to wound when the point is broke off, fo Thebes , after having 
loft Epaminondas , was no longer formidable to its enemies. It 
has been doubted whether he was a more excellent captain, or 
good man. He was fo far from affefting popularity or applaufe, 
that all his great offices were in a manner forced upon him. 

Next to the love of his country, his prevailing paffion was 
ftudy, to which he was ftrongly bent from his early years. He 
was very learned, and was alfo efteemed a fine fpeaker; but 
wasfo far from valuing himfelf upon this qualification, or mak¬ 
ing oftentation of it, that it was faid of him, that nobody knew 
more, or fpake lefs, than he. 

After the battle of Mantinea , Xenophon and Plutarch tell us, A general 
that both parties at firft claimed the vidfory, the Athenians hav- peace 
mg thrown the right wing of the Thebans into diforder and re- conclud- 
j)lijfed it. The Spartans , however, after fome time, afked leave e d. 
to bury their dead, which decided the vidlory in favour of the 
Thebans, who on account of the death of Epaminondas , had no 
great reafon to boaft of it. All parties being now weary of the 
war, a general peace was foon after concluded, to which the 
Spartans , however, refufed to accede, becaufe the Meffenians 
were included in it. 


1 ne aeatn or Epaminondas pruveu m a m«uju iauu w 
Greece ; for peace being now concluded, and the Thebans being 
10 longer looked upon as formidable, they, and the other Gre¬ 
din Hates, funk into a fhameful degree of remiffnefs, and gave 
hemfelves, in fome meafure, up to luxury and idlenefs, to 
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ns , hitherto a barbarous and obfeure nation, to make a bold 

nd fuccefsful attempt on the Grecian liberties. 

Before the Thebans funk in their reputation, they were ap- The The- 
•bed to by one of the factions in Eubeea, whom they very bans a (lift 
eadiiy fuccoured, and by that means got fome footing in that the Enba 
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iflartd. The other part applied to the Athenians , whofe interel! 
it was not to allow any other {late to form a fettlement there, 
as they themfelves, belides many other advantages, drew a con- 
fiderable revenue from thence. 'The Athenians having almoft 
enough to do to maintain their jurifdiclion in other parts, did 
not at firll exert themfelves fo vigoroufly as the cafe required. 
Timotheus , their brave general, at lafb roufcd them with hi 

c, the Thebans in Eubnea, and 
and you j.land deliberatin'? I You 
nave not yet covered tnejra vena your veffeis ! Ten are not runnim 
dozen to the Pirreum ! Ten are not yet under fail! By thefe fhoit 
fbeechcs he fo fhanaed the Athenians , that they made all the ne- 



3 


cefiarv preparations in five days, and foon after drove the The¬ 


bans one of iluheva. 


T his is probably one of the laii in fiances of an application 
being made to the Thebans for protection, or of their making 
any figure in Greece. They fearedy bore any fhare in the fo- 
cial war. They declared againfl the Phccians in the facredtvar, 
and joining their quota of troops with the Locrians , were de¬ 
feated by Philomelas the Phocian general. They, in conjunction 
with the TbcJJaliam , were again defeated by him j but after¬ 
wards, having encreafed their troops to 13,000 men, they ad¬ 
vanced againfl the Phocian general, and not only for a tints 
flopped his progrefs, but foon after gained a coniiderable ad¬ 
vantage over him in a woody country, where he and many of 
his forces were flain. The 2 bchans now looking upon the Pho¬ 
cian war as finifhed, withdrew their forces: but Cnomarclm, 
the brother of Philomelas, who had alfo been fined by th zAm 
pbietysns, put bimfelr at the head of the Phocians, and havin' 


in? 

o 


p 

obliged the Thejfaiians to remain neuter, renewed hollilities 
againft the Thebans and Locrians , and took feveral places from 
them. 

The Thebans having fent 5000 of their forces to nffi.fl Arts- 
bazus in Ajia , with difficulty could raife troops to eppofe 0 ;;o- 
inarchus. This general met afterwards with a more formidable 
enemy in Philip of Y/Iaccdon , who having defeated and taken 
him prifoner, with fcveral others, caufed them rdl to be put to 
death as guilty of facrilege. Phylhts, the brother of Onomar- 

chus , put himfelf foon after at the head of the Phocian troops, 



to abandon the country, and turn iris forces againfl the Locnren. 
Pic being carried oft by ficknels, was fucceeded by Phaiean th- 
fon of Oiiomarchiis, whofe pnardi 
nrfc engagement he had with tire 



tun 




vv cir> 


turned 


wiuen m tne 
reduced 


lkirmifhes 
d the 


and denrcuaiicas, 


king of 2 
talents. 


to 


into muifii?] 
nd fo far exhaufl 
great ftraits, and forced to have recourfe to tn 




Thebans , that they were 


c 


erjia 


from 


whom they entry obtained the fum of 50° 


i'p 



453 


OF THE WORLD. 


sir 


hav 

nre 


ty 

f;d 


thoie who appeared moft guilty. No ]<Ts than ic,ooo talents 
was computed to have been rifled out of the 'Delphic treasury 
during this war in p relents, bribes, and other exigencies. Pha- 


of it, was condemned to be racked to death ; and behaving 
impeached many of his accomplices, they alio were put to 
death, tho’ they had reftored all that was left of the money in 
their hands. The Thebans having no Inch fund to fan port the 
war, were at lafe obliged to have rcccu.rie to king Pbiup , who 
had till now affected a kind of neutrality in mtir quarrels. 
This falfc ftep of the Thebans exactly aniv/cred the ambitious 


war, were a 
had till now 


This falfc ftep of th 
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Thebans was afterwards imicateu by fcveral other Grecian dates, 
who when they found themfelves opprefied by their neigh¬ 
bours, applied themfelves to Philip for protection j which was 
of fatal confeqi'.cnce to the liberties ox Grew. ^ ' 

The xirit attempt of Philip to pads the limits of Thcriv.jpy'us , 
n;ave a great alarm to the Greek hates. The Athenians, never- 
tbelcfs, could not be rouied by DemArhcnes to be on their 
cuard a gain ft thac afpiring monarch, but imprudently conclud¬ 
ed a peace with him on difhonourable terms ; which, how¬ 
ever, lie delayed to fulfil. Fbitip taking the advantage of this 
peace, purfued his own ambitious mvaiures, lti/ed on the 
itraits of Thcrmopyhc, and in conjunction with the f hebens and 
Tiejfdicns, poured his numerous forces into Phocis , where he 
foon put an end to the war. 

_ X - - . t # % f* • 


The great fuperiority of Philip foon after appeared fo evi- The ; 7 T’- 
dent and lb dangerous to the Greek flutes, elpeciedy to the Jlihe- bans after- 
r.ims , that a confederacy was proposed to be a need againft v■■ a . s ally 
him. T he Thebans were looked upon as the rneft confrEratle v-?T. the 
of his allies, and were therefore tncught v.\-i tny to Us marin- A.keniam 
vised into the new alliance, Dciv.eft!:esses, at his c.,vn eefirc. oe- .nut 
ing lent to Thebes by the j:ihe:ucns as their chiei deputy, r.. y, 
puties iikev.b ' e * arrived at Irene: from i'/.■;///, who y.r.s rer 
watchful to upport his interdt. The deputies of the mug us¬ 
ing allowed to Speak fint, recapitulated to[the ft bera::: . im- 
guiar advantages which had arc. ucd to their irate by iiici a- i- 
ancewith him, reminding them at the Same Sure o. tuc 're- 
ouent provocations and injuries tncy had ixoswt ... me 
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the king’s friends, they would be enriched by the plunder o 
Attica. 

The Thebans eaftly felt the weight of thefe arguments, am 
forefaw the danger to which their declaring on either fide wa 
like to expofe them, they being but poorly prepared for a de 
fence, efpecially as the wounds they had received in the Pho 
clan war were yet frefh upon them. They fliewed, therefore 
fo little inclination to concur with either party, that nothin; 
lefs than the eloquence of Demojlhenes could have determine! 
them to lay ahde all fear, gratitude, and other prudential mo 
tives, and expole themfelves, in the condition they were in, tc 
the danger of a new war. When the Athenian orator cann 
to difplay his talents, when he fet Philip’s ambitious views in; 
true light, reprefen ted to them the neceffity of afting iwainl 
him as the common enemy of Greece , and from the inlhnce o 
Philip’s late feizing the city of Piatcta , fliewed them how i 
was likely to fare with Thebes and Bcsctia , fhould the king ft 
far fucceed as to fubdue Attica , which would only be his firf 
ftep to tiie reducing of all Greece , the Thebans were fo effectu 
ally alarmed at their own and the public danger, that the} 
could fcarcely contain themfelves. The force of his difeourft 

raifed in them fuch an enthufiafm, that they immediately de¬ 
clared themfelves againft their late ally and protector, and rea¬ 
dily entered into the propofed confederacy at all adventures 
In confequence of this alliance, Philip entered Greece with ; 
powerful army, and gained a complete viftory over the The¬ 
bans and Athenians at Cheroneea. In this action the Tbeham 
who were in the right wing, behaved with their ufual bravery 
till Alexander , king Philip’s fon, fell defperately upon their fa- 
cred legion and cut them all to pieces ; after which the reft o: 
the wing was entirely routed by that young prince. 

Philips after the viftory, treated the Athenians with grea 
moderation, but {hewed fuch refentment againft the Tkehan 
for renouncing his alliance, that he treated them like traitor: 
and criminals, it being ufual with him to aflume the fame ar¬ 
bitrary authority over his allies as over his fubjefts. Tho’ tin 
league was on ihe point of being renewed betwixt him ant 
the Thebans , he neverthelefs not only made them pay dear to 
the ranfom of their prifoners, but even for leave to bury thei 
dead. Soon after he is faid to have found a way, either by th 
fword, banifhment, heavy fines, or other feverities, to clea 
the city and ftate cf Thebes of the principal men who had beei 
moft zealous in oppofing his intereft, and to feize upon mot 
of thejr eftates ; by which means he fo intimidated the reft 
that the greateft part of them became entirely his creatures 
He next recalled thofc who had been banifbed for facrificin 
their country to his intereft ; and thefe he promoted to th 
higheft pofts in the government and magiftracy, granting ther 
large gratuities, and the power of life and death over thole wh 
had been the chief promoters of their banifhment. Haviiij 

- thei 
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peace with them and the Athenians. 

V Two years afterwards Philip being murdered, the Thebans On Phi- 
dadly embraced that opportunity of throwing off the grievous /-’scearh 

p . J r . i 71 * ./- • _ ‘r . • t V ° , t ° 


They furpri 


proach of Alexander , however, ruined all their deiigns. He un¬ 
expectedly came before their walls with 30,000 foot and ?,cco 
horfe, fo that the dates of Greece were terrified from declaring 
thcmfelves. The Thebans ncverthelefs abfolutely refufed any 
terms of accommodation with Alexander , who taking the city 
by dorm, razed it to the ground, and fold the inhabitants 

for Haves. 
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‘Che hi ft ory of the federal ftates of Greece from the 


beginning of the Ach 
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LL Greece , in the ages we are now to write of, may be 

reduced to three dates ; namely, Achaia , ALtolia , and 
Tho’ there were, indeed, during this period, feveral 


A * 

other republics in Greece , yet as thefe only ailed an under part 
in conjunilion fometimes with one and fometimes with another 
of the three more powerful dates above-mentioned, their hif- 
tories are fo interwoven with thofe of the greater republics, 
that to deliver them feparatcly, would be only fwelling the 
work with needlefs repetitions. We fliall begin with the hif- Thedif- 
tory of Achaia , which was by far the mod confiderable republic f erent aC _ 
in Greece in its declining times. In the early ages, the name ce p t atioai 
Achaia was given to all the provinces which the geographers, 0 p t ], e 
ftri&ly fpeaking, call Greece. In after ages, it was confined to namP 0 f 


ceptatioos 
of the 


oponnefe 
.Tong th 


In after ages, it was confined to name G f 


Achaia. 


fea, from the confines of S icy on to the territory of Elis. In the 
Roman times, all Greece was divided into two provinces ; 
namely, Macedonia and TheJJaly , and Achaia , which took in all 

the other dates of Greece. 

Achaia , according to the fecond acceptation of the name, The firft 
was a date originally of fmall account, but role afterwards to inilitution 
fuch a height of reputation and authority, as to rival, and even of the 


eclipfe, the mod powerful dates of Greece. This great encrea.e 
of power, was folely owing to its wholefome laws and happy 
conftitution, and to the reputation the Achaans acquired tor 
the virtues of probity, judice, and love of liberty. The Crc- 

Qg j. tomtes 3 
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ionites, Sybarites , and Caulonites , adopted the Achcean laws and 
cuftoms for the re-cftablithment of good order in their cities. 
The Lacedemonians and Thebans had fuch an efteem for their 
virtue, that they chofe them, after the celebrated battle of 
Leuclra, to arbitrate the differences which fubfifted between 
them. 

This republic, the government of which was democratical, 
was compofed of the twelve following cities, Patra :, Dma, 
Phura /, Triica , Lconiiuni , Acgira, Pellenc, Acgium , 6m?//- 

»/V?, Ohntis , Helicc, all in the Pcloponneje, but together not 
equal to a fingle city of confiderable rank. Thefe cities were 
not only joined together by a firm alliance, and governed by 
the fame laws, but moreover had the fame 
and measures, the fame magiftrates, council and judges; but 
were nevcrthclefs quite independent of each oiher. Many of 
the Pdopcnncftans were prevailed on to embrace their form of 
government; but no (boner did any city receive their laws, but 
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\icn break Great ; upon whole death a fpirit of differ]lion and difeord 



flavetl by tyrants of their own, who efpoufed the intereft of 
the Macedonians, and were fupported by them. 

The Towards the beginning of the 24th Olympiad, which was 

Ach.ran co-incident with the expedition of Pyrrhus into Italy, the Acbev- 
lea<n:e re- tins began to revive their antient union *. The inhabitants of 
vived. Pa tree and Dyma, laid the foundations of this happy change, and 
■ef. Chrifl a few years after Acgiwn, Burn, and Ccraania joined in the league. 
280. About 25 years after other cities acceded to the alliance, and 

' ‘ among the firff was Sicycn, which had been long opprelled by do- 

meftic tyrants, but was at left refeued front tyranny by Arena, 
whofe father Clinias, who was invefted with tlie fupreme autho¬ 
rity, Iiadbccrt. killed by Abaniidas, v/ho had feized the fovereignty. 
Aratus, tho’ only feven years of age, efcaped the mafiacre of his 


B 


family; and after he had been an exile about fourteen years, re- 
flored his native city to its freedom, by furprizing it in the night, 
and obliging the tyrant to fly. Seeds ofdiflenfion, however, be¬ 
ing foon after fown in the city by Anti genus king of Macedon, who 
protected the tyrant, Aratus prevailed on the Sicymiaus to ac¬ 
cede to the Ashesan league, which he flrer.gthened with all the 

/ L J 


forces cf his country f. Eight years after he took by fur prize 
the city and citadel of Corinth , and alfo the city of Megan:, from 
the Macedonians, and united them both to the Ach tea ns: vvhere- 


f Pojyb. 1. ii. Pau r. in Achaic. 
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upon lie reflored to the Corinthians the keys of their city 
which till then had never been in their power fmee the time 

of Philip of Macedon. The cities of Treczene^ Epidaurus , and 
Mqjhpolis, were like wife prevailed upon by him to join in the 
alliance, the tyrants making a voluntary refignation of their 
ofmpcd authority 3 and this example was followed by the ty- 

rants of the Jrgives, of the Hcrmionians , and the Phiiafmns , 

who were alfo received into the alliance. 

Thofe Hates that did not afpire to be principals, made no Conftitu- 
difficulty of acceding to the league, on account of its happy tion of the 
conftitution. All the cities of the alliance - were governed by Acbatan 
great council or general aflembly, cornpofed of deputies cho- republic, 
fen in each of the cities by a plurality of voices. By this means 
no refclutions were taken but what were equally advantage¬ 
ous to the whole confederacy, and the interefls of each parti¬ 
cular city fo confulted, as to leave no room for complaints. 

This aflembly was conflantly convened twice a year, in the 
fpring and autumn; but feldcm out of thofe Hated times, unlefs 
upon fome very urgent cccafion. in thefe meetings they en¬ 
acted laws, difpofed of vacant employments, declared war, 
made peace, concluded alliances, lEc. if any city of the league 
did not acquiefce in the decrees of the diet, or refufed to fur- 
niih their quotas in time of war, they were compelled to it 
by dint of arms. The chief magiflrate of the whole league, 
called by the Greeks Strategy, was chofen in the general af- 
fembly by a majority of votes, and his office was both civil and 
military. The Hrategos or praetor, and other magiHrates, were 
appointed in the fpring afiemblies, and feldom continued two 
years fucceffivcly in the lame employment. Tho’ the praetor 


was vcHed with great power, cfpeciaily in time of war, he was 
neverthelefs liable to be called to an account by the general 
ailcmbly, and punifhed without any regard to his dignity, if 
convicted of mifdemeanour or any other crime. The demi- 
urgi v/ere next in power to the pr.etor, and therefore Hiled by 
Polybius and Livy , the fupreme magiHrates of the Jch^ans. 

They were ten in number, chofen by the general aflembly 
from among the moH eminent men of the whole league for 
prudence, equity, and experience, and in the praetor’s abfence. 

few of their laws have reached our times. The five follow- Some of 
ing to be found in the writings cf the undents, were religi- their laws 
oufiv obierved while the republic continued in a flourifliing 
condition. 1. That an extraordinary aflembly was not to be 
kr.moned at the requeft of foreign ambafladors, unlefs they 
firft notified in writing to the praetor and demiurgi the fubject 
of their embafly. 2. That no city fubject to the league, fhould 
fend an embafly to a foreign prince or Hate, without the con- 
and approbation of the general diet. 3. 


f; 


That no mem- 


iu ana ap.p 

bey or the aflembly fhould accept of prefents from foreign 
princes under any pretence whatfoever. 4. That no prince, 
fh-te, or city, fhould be admitted into the league, without tne 

con feat 
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confent of the whole alliance. 5. That the general afiembly 
fhould never fit above three days. 

Aratus had exerted himfelf for many ages in ftrengthening 
the alliance, by procuring the acceffion of feveral cities ; and 
he vigoroully oppofed the enterprizes of the Macedonian r, not 
only during the reign of Antigonus , but alfo during that of his 
predeceflor Demetrius , who having declared war againft the 
Aitolians, the Achaans marched to their affiftance. The Etolians 
nevertheless jealous of the growing power of the Achaans , op¬ 
pofed ro their utmoft all their defigns $ and tho’ they did not 
openly declare war againft them, yet they prevailed on Cleo - 
menes king of Sparta to make a rupture with them, by build¬ 
ing a for [refs in the territory of the Megalopolitans. Accord¬ 
ing to Plutarch, however, Aratus was the aggreffor, ami Cl cu¬ 
menes only took up arms in defence of the Arcadians, who had 
been invaded by the Achaans , becaufe they would not enter 
into their league. 

Both parties taking the field, Clcomenes offered the Achaans 
battle near Pallantium ; but they, by the perfuafion of Aratus, 
who was afterwards greatly cenfured, retreated, tho’ they were 
four times the number of the enemy. Not long after the two 
armies met again, and an engagement enfuing, the Achaans 
were defeated ; but Aratus having rallied in the flight what 
troops he could, marched ftrait to Mantinea , and furprized that 
city. This advantage was foon counterbalanced by the lofs 
of another battle, wherein great numbers of the Achaans were 

flain. 

Cleomenes foon after reduced the Achaans to the laft extre¬ 
mity, fo that they being apprehenfive of being enflaved by the 
Lacedamonians , efpecially if they fhould be joined by the £to- 
lians, who at that time were making great preparations for 
war, began to entertain thoughts of concluding a peace upon 
any terms. Aratus dreading the confequences of a treaty fet 
on foot between his difpirited countrymen and a victorious 
enemy, ufed his utmoft efforts to divert them from it. He 
even had recourfe to an expedient that reflected a great dif- 
honour on him j for he called in the Macedonians to his affift¬ 
ance, tho’ it had been the bufinefs of his youth to expell them 
from the Peloponnefe. He did not, however, openly folicit the 
affiftance of the Macedonian king, which he knew would have 
greatly alarmed the Achaans ; but as the Megalopolitans^ were 
great friends to Macedon, and were moft expofed to the incur- 
iions of the Lacedamonians , he gained over to his feheme two 
of their principal citizens, and by their means brought it fo 
about, that the Megalopolitans decreed to fend ambafladors to 
the affembly of the Achaans , begging leave to folicit fuccours 

from Antigonus. ' _ _ , .. 

Having obtained the leave of the affembly, the Megalopolitans 

difpatched the two citizens who were in the interefr of Aratus 
to Antigonus , who was eafily perfuaded to hearken to their pro- 
polais, being earneftly defirous of an opportunity of engaging 
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jn the affairs of Greece. He wrote an obliging letter to the The 
frlejralopolitans, affuring them of his afliftance whenever the Achceans 
jlcboons fhould think fit to call for it. The Megakpolitans invite A»- 

acquainted the Achceans with the kind reception their deputies tbonus in- 
had met with at the court of Macedon , and lent the letter of ro Greece 
Jntigonus to be read in the general affembly. Moft of the de- Bef. Chr* 
puties were for inviting Antigonus immediately into the Pelopon- 227. * 
m fe j but Aratus > that he might avoid all fufpicion of being the 
author of fuch a meafure, exhorted the deputies, in a long 
fpcech, to try whether they could fupport themfelves with their 
own forces ; adding, that if fortune Hill declared againft them, 
they might at laft have recourfe to their friends j which advice 
was agreed to. 

The Achceans foon found themfelves not a match for Cleo- 
mmes , who after driving them from the field, took, in one 

Caphycs , Pellene, Phencus , Phlionte , 


campaign, me cities or 
Cleoncs, Epidaurus , Hen 
cefles allowed the Achceans no further time to deliberat 


Thefe 


and 


accordingly Aratus fent his fon to Antigonus , inviting the king 
to come with all fpeed to their afliftance. Antigonus immedi- Antigonus 
atelv began his march towards the Peloponnefe , at the head of enters th< 
20,000 foot and 1400 horfe. Cleomcnes having fortified the Pelopon- 
Ijlhmus with a ditch and rampart, Antigonus did not think it ne f e - 
fife to force his paflage, but prppofed to decamp from thence, 
and to tranfport his troops by lea to Sicyon. In the mean time 
a meflenger arrived at his camp, and acquainted Aratus , who 
was then with Antigonus , that the inhabitants of Argos had re¬ 
volted from Cleoinenes. Aratus , on this intelligence, immedi¬ 
ately put to fea with 1500 men, and arriving at Epidaurus , 
inarched from thence to Argos , and made himfelf mafter both of 
the city and caftle. 

This fuccefs proved of great confequence to the Achceans j 
for Cleomenes hearing that Argos was taken, and being appre- 
henfive that the enemy would furround him, abandoned his 
lines, and retired with great precipitation. Antigonus having Reduces 
then entered the Peloponnefe without the lofs of one fingle man, feveral 
advanced to Corinth , which immediately furrer.dered, and af- pkces. 
terwards he reduced Tcgea , Mantinea , Orchomenos , Hcerea , and 
Telphuffa. On the approach of winter he fent home his troops, 
and going himfelf to the general affembly of the Achceans at 
Acgitan , he was chofen general of the confederate army, and 
the important caftle of Aero in Corinth was made over to him. 

Cleomcnes , in the mean time, hearing that the Macedonians 
had returned home, furprized Megalopolis , and made himfelf 

He offered to the in- 


mafter of the place without oppofition 


Meffc 


them to the poffeflion of their city, provided they would re¬ 
nounce the Achcean league, and join the Laced*monians ; but 
they refufing his offer, he gave up the town to be plundered, 
and it was fo effedhially razed, that there was fcarce any ap- 

peirajice afterwards of its ever having been a peopled place* 

Early 
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Early the following fpring, Cleomenes aflembled his troop 
with the defign of executing a prejedb, which, in the opinio 
of the vulgar, proceeded from temerity and defpair; but ac 
cording to the judicious Polybius , was the refult of great pru 
dence and fagacity. He made an irruption into the territorie 
of Argos ^ which he ravaged to the very gates of the city, ii 
hopes of bringing Antigonus to hazard a battle on unequal terms 
or to leflen his reputation among the Achesans , and raife com. 
plaints againfd him in Argos if he fhould decline an engage, 
ment. He in fome meafure fucceeded ; for the Argians feeins 
their country ravaged under the king’s eyes while he continuec 
inaftive, aflembled in a tumultuous manner at the palace gates 
and with threats prefled him either to take the held and pro- 
iedd his friends, or to refign the command to another lefs timo¬ 
rous than himfelf. 

Antigonus knowing that he was not then able to force the 
Spartans , was deaf to all the reproaches and remonftrances of 
the allies ; but in the beginning of fummer, being defirous to 
retrieve the reputation he had undefervedly loft, he took the 
field with an army of 28,000 foot and 1200 horfe, and advanced 
into Laconia. 

Cleomenes fufpedding the enemy would carry the war into his 
territories, had taken great precautions to interrupt their march; 
and judging they would pafs by a certain place called Sellajh, 
lie marched thither with 20,000 men, who entrenched them-? 
felves partly in the plain and partly on the emineneies on both 
fides. After Antigonus had come up, and continued in view 
of the Spartans for feveral days, both parties agreed uponade- 
cifive battle. According to Polybius , Cleomenes had received a 
letter from. Ptolemy king of Egypt , who declared that he was 
not in a condition to fend him the affiftance which he promifed, 
and probably on that account he put all to the iflue of a battle, 
tho’ he was greatly inferior to the enemy. The battle was 
long and obftinate, both on the hills and in the plain ; but at 
length the Spartans were defeated with great lofs, and Cleomenes 
fled with a few horfe to Sparta , and from thence to Gythum1, 
where he embarked with a few friends and failed for Alexandria 


in Egypt. 

The firfd advantage gained by the Achesans in the battle, was 
- owing to the bravery of Philopamicn the Megalopolitan . who 


1 -i 43 

wnile on 


of the wings was prefled by the enemy, relieved them 
; by attacking the cavalry with a fmall body of Megalopolitan 
his advice having been flighted by fome older officers becaule 
he was then but a youth. Antigonus , however, acknowleged 
his merit; for after the battle, having afked the officer that en¬ 
gaged the enemy’s horfe how he came to fall upon them be¬ 
fore the flgnal, and he excufing himfelf by faying a young man 
of Megalopolis had done it without his direction ; the king re¬ 
plied, that the young man had behaved like an experienced com¬ 
mander, and gained the victory, but that he had added like a 

raw foldier. PhUopamm alfo diftinguifhed himfelf aboye the 
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reft in the plain ; for his horfe being killed under him, he af¬ 
terwards fought among the foot, killing with his.own hands 
great numbers of the enemy, till he was with a javelin ftruck 
thro’ both thighs at one ftroke. 

Cleomenes had fcarce fet fail from Gythiv.m , when Antigonus Antigonus 
arrived at Sparta , and made himfelf matter of it without refill- takes pof* 
ance. He treated the inhabitants in a very friendly manner, feflion of 
declaring that he had only made war againft Cleomenes. He Sparta, 
reftored them to the full enjoyment of their antient privileges, an -d leave* 
and {hewed an inclination to continue fome time among them; h free, 
but was obliged to leave the city three days after he had en¬ 
tered it, on receiving intelligence that the Illyrians had invaded 
■Macedonia. From Sparta he marched to Tegea, which city he 
alfo declared free, and from thence to Argos, where the gene¬ 
ral alTembly of the Ackaans was then fitting. After receiving 
the thanks of the deputies, he was by a decree of the diet de¬ 
clared the protedlor of Achat a. From Argos he proceeded to 
Maccdon , where after having repulfed the Illyrians , he loon af¬ 
ter died. Thus ended the Cleomcnic war, leaving all Greece in 
a profound tranquillity. 

The /Etolians , however, were foon weary of peace, which The war 
prevented them from exercifmg their ufual trade of rapine and of the 
plunder. They therefore no fooner heard of the death of An- confede- 
tigontis, than they returned to their old manner of life, enter- rates, 
ing the territories of the MeJJ’enians , and carrying off their cattle 
and whatever elfe they could meet with. The chief author of 
thefe robberies and diforders was one Dormachus of Tricbonies, 
a turbulent young man, and, as Polybius expreffes it, every way 
an Mtolian , who being fent to a city in the Pcloponnefe of the 
Mtolian confederacy to be a fpy on the Achaeans , encouraged 
fome profligate fellows to plunder the Achesan allies, with a view 
of enriching himfelf. T he Mejjcnians demanded from him re¬ 
paration of the damages they had fuffered, and begged he 
would not give countenance to the difturbers of the public 
tranquillity. He promifed to redrefs their grievances at Mef- 
fene ; but when he came thither, lie treated the chief fufferers 
with reproachful language and menaces ; nay, while he re¬ 
mained in the city, a band of Mtolian robbers plundered a 


country houfe, killed all who made rcfiftancc, and carried ofF 
the reft, with the cattle and furniture. The MeJJenians, irri¬ 
tated by this infult, imprifoned Derhnachus ; but upon his pro- 
mifmg to make full reparation for all their injuries, they al¬ 
lowed him to depart. U pon his return to JEtolia , however, 
he perfuaded his countrymen to declare war againft the MeJ- 
foiians. They accordingly committed feveral hoftilities at fea, 
and fcon after invaded Mcjjenia , plundering the cities of Pair a 
and Pharet, which were of the Achaean league, and laying 
wafte all the countries thro’ which they paffed till they came to 
Phigalia , where they eftnblifhed their 'head quarters._ 

The Achaean deputies, in the mean time, affembling, heard 

the complaints of the Patraeans and Pharans , and decreed to 

fend 
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MeJJ'enians againft the Mtolians 


j/ tmoxenus^ ...v ■ »/* ^kviui ^ ndu no ][j« 

clination to command the army, therefore delayed raifing the 
quotas of troops till the time of his office fhould be near ex¬ 
pired. Aratus , who was to fucceed him, on the other hand 
was eager to reprefs the infults of the Mtolians , and five 
days before he entered on his charge, fent orders for aflemblW 
his troops. Having formed his army, he fent a mefienger to 


Mtolians 


MtoL 


The Mtolians c< 

troops, except 3000 foot and 300 horfe, with which he followed 
the enemy, to prevent them from plundering the country. 
Obferving them, however, marching off with an immenfe 
feared^ by b° ot; y> was f° provoked, that he could not forbear attacking 
the Msc- t ^ iem under all the difadvantages imaginable, and after an ob- 
?• .. ftinate difpute, was overpowered with numbers and obliged to 

nans ac _•_ <-_ r _ ■___ • l_ _ • r. .1 
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contrary to their expectation, gained a 
complete victory, now marched without fear or danger quite 
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lene , plundered the territories of Sicyou , and encamped on the 

IJlhmus. 

The Achaans , in the mean time, charged Aratus in their ge¬ 
neral aflembly with being the caufe of their late defeat; and 
not without foine foundation. He endeavoured to prove, that 
the lofs of the battle was not his fault; adding, that if he had 
been wanting in any of the duties of an able commander, he 
a iked pardon, and hoped, that in regard of his paft fervices 
they would not cenfure him with more rigour than humanity. 
His fubmiffion on this occafion changed the minds of the whole 
affembly, and the people began to vent their rage upon his ac- 
cufers, he himfelf riling in their efteem, they gave themfelves 
entirely up to his counlel and conduil, and retaliated him in 
the command of the allied army. The remembrance of his de¬ 
feat, however, having exceedingly damped his courage, he now 
behaved as a prudent magi Urate rather than an able warriour, 
fuffering the parties of the Mtolians to lay wafte the country, 
when he might, without much hazard, have repreffed them. 

The Achaans , therefore, applied to Philipp the young king of 
Macedonia , who in his youth had been fent by his father De¬ 
metrius to learn the art of government under the eye of Aratus. 
Philip promifed to affill the Ach ans with the whole ftrength 
of his kingdom, and accordingly foon after marched at the 
head of an army to Corinth , where he concerted with the de¬ 
puties of the confederates what meafurcs fhould be taken with 
regard to the Mtolians. It was unanimoufly agreed to declare 
war agai nil them, and that all who had been fufferers by them 
lince the death of the king's father, Ihould be received into 
the confederacy. The Mtolians , on the other fide, prepared 
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I for war, and chofe for their praetor one Scopas, who had been 
the chief author of all the violences they had committed. 

Philip marching back his army to Macedon, employed all 
the winter in making the requifite military preparations, and 
availed on Scerchlaidas , a petty king of Illyria , to renounce 
iis alliance with the Mtolians , and to furnifh him with 30 fhips 
for 20 talents yearly. The Acarnanians , tho’ they were not Several 
expofed to the infults of the Mtolians , yet at the requeft of the ftates de- 
jlchtsans declared war againft them without any hefitation. The dare a- 
Epirots refufed to engage in the war till Philip fhould firft pro- gain ft the 
daim it, and the MeJJenians , for whofe fake the war was under- Mtolians, 
taken, remained neuter, till Phigalia , which commanded their 
frontiers, fhould be taken from the Mtolians. 

The Eleans and Lacedannonians , in the mean time, declaring 
forth z Mtolians 1 they attacked the Ach-tans on all fides, and 
gained very considerable advantages. Philip hearing of the 
danger of his allies, marched with 13,000 foot and goo horfe 
into Epirus ; but inftead of proceeding direftly to Etolia, which Phi fib 
would in all likelihood have piit an end to the war, he was marches 
perfuaded by the Epirots to befiege Ambracia , which after a to the af- 
Iiege of forty days he reduced. The Mtolians , in the mean fiftance of 
time, not only provided for the fafety of their own territories, the Achat - 
but made an incurfion into Macedonia , which they ravaged ans. 
without oppofition. Philip , after reducing Ambracia , entered 
/Etoiia, and feized on a great many important places ; but was 
foon after obliged to return to Macedon , to defend his own 
country from an invaficn of the Dardenians. Having forced 
them to retire, and to dilmifs their forces, he came immediately 

back into Phejjdly. 

Mean whiie Dorimachus , the new praetor of the Mtolians , The 
invaded Upper Epirus , which he ravaged, not even fparing the Mtolians 
temple of Dodona ; but having laid it in afhes, he carried home take and 
all the ornaments and rich furniture of that ftately edifice, plunder 
Philip having notice of thefe ravages, left Theffaly in the depth the tem- 
of winter, and proceeded to Corinth with 5700 men, 300 of pie of Do- 
whotn were Cretans , and about 400 horfe. On his arrival he dona. 
fent for Aratus , and difpatched letters to his fon, who bore 
the fame name, and was that year praetor of the Achaans , re¬ 
quiring him to afiemble the troops as foon as poflible. Caphya 
being appointed for the place of rendezvous, Philip , on his 
march thither, fell in with 2000 Eleans , whom he routed, 
taking about izoo of them prifoners. Having, a few days af¬ 
ter, joined Aratus the younger with 10,000 Ach-rans^ they 
marched to Ofophis , a very ftrong city of Arcadia , which they Ofophis 
Wieged. This city was looked upon as almoft impregnable, taken by 
being ftrongly fortified, and being furiounded with three rivers, the con.» 
and at this time it was furnifhed with a ftrong garrifon. The derates, 
approach of the Achaans greatly alarmed the inhabitants, who 
never dreamed of being belieged at that feafon. On feeing Phi- 
.P boldly advance to the very foot of their walls, they at firft 
imagined he had a fecret intelligence with fome of the garrifon; 

but 
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but the whole garrifon and inhabitants appearing zealous fm 
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them the flrongeft proofs of affection to their nation, and zeal 
for their iotereft. From thence, after poffefiing himlelf of 


fome other cities, which he alfo gave to his allies, he marched 
to Elis, in order to lay it walk*. Formerly this territory had 


The 


eve 


m ^ * — - * 

by engaging in the wars of Greece , had now forfeited this 
privilege. As their country was one of the bed: peopled of 
Greece , and was well cultivated, the allied army found in it 

A « v 11 n* 'TM 


more 


booty than they could carry off. They 


barraffed with their many prifoners and numerous herds 
tie, fo that Philip found it nepeffary to retire out of t! 


Difl or- 
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territory and re-incamp at Olympia. 

While Philip 


of cat- 
the Elm 




rms in defence of the 


vernor. 


bances Achaan liberties, Apelles , one of his .courtiers, formed a project 
railed By of reducing them to a flate of flavery. He had formerly been 
J relies the one of the king’s governors, and ftill preferved a powerful in* 
king’s go- fluence over the young prince ; but he abufed his power by 
* employing it wholly in op preying particular perfons and dates. 

Having refolved to reduce the Achaans , if poffxble, to a date of 
depen dance upon the kings of Mace don, he began with incit¬ 
ing the Achaan troops, whom the Macedonians , by his orders, 
often di(lodged, taking poffeffion of their quarters, and depriv¬ 
ing them of their plunder. When they complained of this 

_1 o y he caufed them to be put under arreft, and fe- 

verely punifhed by the common executioner, thinking by this 
means to accuftom them to the yoke. Aratus complaining of 
this injurious treatment to the king, and laying the blame on 
Apelles , Philip allured him that care fhould be taken for the fu¬ 
ture to prevent any fuch injuries ; and accordingly he ordered 
Apelles never to lay any commands on the Achaans without the 
concurrence of their praetor. The Achaans , overjoyed at the 
favour the king fhewed them, were ever bellowing the higheft 
encomiums on his equity and other excellent qualities. He 
was, indeed, according Co Polybius , poflefled of all thole virtues 


hard ufage, 



afpect heightened by a majeibic air, which befpoke the great- 
nels of his foul, a fweetnefs of temper, affability, and a great 
defire to pleafe and content all who lived under his govern- 
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¥}«-> which lies on the fea- 

. n • 1 1 '« mans. He reduced Aliphera, 

a very ftrong city, and by the rapidity of his conquefts fo ter¬ 
rified the neighbouring ftates, that nioft of them voluntarily 
fubmitted, and the reft, after a faint refiftance, -were obliged to 


.receive the yoke. 

Philip 


wintered, dpel/cse n- 


deavours 


Apelles , who ftill retained his defign of reducing the Jcb«, u , ti lKJ 

a fervile fubje&ion, now refolved, if poffible, to bring Aratus to bring 
.and his fon into difgraee with the king. For this purpofe he Aratus in- 
fent privately; for all thofe who were the fecret enemies of Ara- to difgraee 
tits, and,ufed• his utmoft .endeavours to gain them the king’s with.the 


favour. He then reprefented to Philip J .. w 

to treat Aratus with fo much deference, he would not'gain any 
thing on the Achceans further than was ftipulated by the ar¬ 
ticles of the confederacy; whereas were he to raife to the chief 
adminiftration of affairs fome perfon who might be entirely de¬ 
pendant on him, he then might a<ft as fovereign in the Peh- 
finnefe. The new friend# enforcing thefe reflections, Philip 
began to be pleafed with the idea of defpotie power, and by 
the perfuafion of Apelles , interefted himfelf at the next election 
of Achaan praetor, when Eperatus , a declared enemy to Ara¬ 
tus , was chofen. As Aratus intermedled no longer in pub- 
dic affairs, nothing was well done, and all things were hasten¬ 
ing. to their ruin ; which being obferved by Philip, he again 


king. 


merly. 
Apelles 


Aratus , who .fhared in his confidence 

found means to alienate the king 
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from him; 'for. the Eleans^ having refufed the advantageous con¬ 
ditions which Philip offered them by Amphidamus , an Elean 
chief, who had; been taken prifoner, Apelles charged Aratus as 
being the caufe of the. obftinacy. of the Eleans ^ and invented 
longftory againft him. The king immediately fent for Aratus, 
and infifted upon Apelles's charging him to his face with what 
he had brought againft him in private. This Apelles did not 
fcruple to do,. and with fuch an affurance as might have dif- 
concerted innocence itfelf; adding, that the king fhould lay tl?e 
affair before the council of . the Achesam, and leave to them the 
decifion of it. This was what he w T anted, not doubting but 
that he would have in ter eft- to get him condemned there. Ara- 
tus, however, required that Apelles fhould firft produce thofe 

the conference, and likewife the oerfon 


Apelles 


fhould 


Not 


Amphidamus being fufpeCted 


country, 
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examination, finding that there was not the lead ground for lie 
charge, pronounced Aratus innocent, and reftored him to his, 
favour and confidence. No punilhment, however, being in¬ 
flicted on the calumniator, he was emboldened to continue his 

intrigues. 

Philip beginning to want both money and provifions for his 
army, Aratus prevailed on the Acheean magiftrates to convene a 
general aflembly at S icy on j where it was decreed, that the in- 
ftant the king’s troops fhould fet out on their march, 50 talents 
fhould be advanced to the king, with 10,000 meafures of wheat; 
and that afterwards, lb long as he fhould carry on the war in 
perfon in the Peloponnefe , he fhould receive 15 talents a month. 
The armies beginning now to move from their winter quar¬ 
ters, it was reiolved to profecute the war likewife by fea, in 
order to divide the enemy’s forces. 


Philip 


Macedonians for naval expeditions, Apelles 


mean time, took fecret meafures to defeat all the king’s de- 
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figns. 


fhould 


Memleas 


Paleis be- 
fieged. 


lhudl all his meafures, while he, making his abode at Chalets, 
fhould retard his fupplies, fo that he fhould be obliged topafs 
the whole fummer in a ftate of ina&ivity. Thefe three traitors 
a&ing in concert, reduced the king to fuch difficulties, that 
he was obliged to pawn all his plate to fupply his wants. 

The king having put to fea with 6000 Macedonians, and 4200 
mercenaries, arrived the fecond day at Patne , and failing from 
thence to Cephalenia , befieged Paleis, a ftrong city in that 
ifland. He had appointed the confederates to meet him at this 
place, and was mighty defirous to become matter of it before 
their arrival. The Macedonians began the fiege with vigour, 


fhort 


porting it with great wooden ftakes* The king then fummon- 
ed the town to furrender ; but the garrifon refufing, fire was 
fet to the pofts that fuftained the walls,.and a breach made 600 
Treache- fathoms wide. Leontius was ordered to command the troops 
ry of Leon- during the afiault j but he attacked the enemy fo faintly, that 
tius. ' he was repulfed with lofs, when he had the faireft opportu¬ 
nity of taking the town. This obliged the king to raw:™ 
fieee, tho’ he was joined by the Epirots, Acarnanians, Mejjt- 


nians , and by i ^ veflels fent him by Scardelaidas. 

As the Lacedemonians, in the mean time, invaded 


ritories of the McJJevians , and 
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pn the other hand, declared for affifting the Acarnanians ; and 
the king now beginning to fufpeft Leontius , followed this ad¬ 
vice. Having ordered Eperatus the Achaan praetor to march to 
the relief of the , Mejfenians , he left Cephalenia , and arriving 
the next day at Leucadia , there landed his forces, and caufing 
his veffels to be carried over the ifthmus of Dioryttus , he palled 
into the gulph of Amiracia , and came before day-break to 
lannaa. He was here joined by great numbers of the Acar* 
nanians under Arijlophontes , who eagerly defired to have an op¬ 
portunity of repaying the injuries they had received from the 
fctolians. The Epirots , incited by the like motives, were not 
lefs forward. Being thus reinforced, the king departed from 
imnaa in the evening, leaving the baggage under a ftrong 
guard, and arrived by day-break at the river Achelou$> intending 
to fur prize the important town of Tberma. Leontius advifed 
the king to give fome refpite to his troops j but Aratus , on the 
contrary, conjuring him to feize the favourable moment, he 
followed the laft advice, and marched diredtly for Therma , 
thro’ a very rugged and almoft impaffible road cut between 
two fteep rocks. This city was the capital of yLtolia , and Lhema 
as it was reckoned impregnable by reafon of its lituation, and the me- 
no enemy had ever before dared to approach it, the Astolians tropolis of 
had lodged in it all their moft valuable effedts. So great was AEtolia 
their furprize, that they had not even prefence of mind to furprized 
Ihut the gates, or make the leaft refiftance. The army having and plun- 
plundered the town, the next morning chofe out of the booty dered by 
what was moft valuable and eafy to be carried away, and Philip, 
making an heap of the reft, they burned it before the camp, 
they likewife faved the beft arms which were found in the 
galleries of their temple, burning the reft to the number of 

15,000 fetts, t 

The Macedonians did not ftop here, but calling to mind what The feffl® 
the Mtolians had done at Dium and Do dona ^ they fet fire to the pie level* 
porticoes of the temple, and leveled that magnificent ftru&ure ed with 
to the ground, throwing down, defacing, and breaking in pieces the 
to the number of zooo ftatues of excellent workmanfhip, thofe ground, 
only being fpared which were known by their form or infcrip- 
tions to reprefent gods. T he defolation was fuch as to ftrike 
the king himfelf and thofe about him with a kind of terror, 
tho’ at the fame time they believed they had not overawed 
their revenge for the facrilegious impieties of the AEtolians at 

Dium. 

Philip marched back the fame way he came, and was twice 
attacked by the JEtolians ; but having repulfed them each time 
with great courage and refolution, he arrived fafe at Lemnaa , 
where he had left his baggage and veffels. Here he facrificed to 
the gods by way of thanklgiving for the fuccefs that had attended 
his arms, and at the fame time, to exprefs his joy, gave his 
officers a royal entertainment. Leontius and Megaleas were 
prefent $ but every one foon perceived by their behaviour that 
they looked y/ith an evil eye on the good fortune of their fb- 

Hln vereign. 
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Arat us ill vereign. During the whole entertainment, they could not 
treated by help throwing out againft Aratus the raoft injurious and fhock- 
Leontius ing ralleries. But words were not all; for at their rifing from 
and Mega the banquet, being heated with wine and fired with anger 
leas. they purified him with ftones till he got into his tent. The 

whole army was in an uproar, and the Achaans and Macedo¬ 
nians running from all parts to the affiftance of Aratus , the 
noife reached the king, who after a ftri& enquiry into the 
whole affair, condemned Megcileas in a fine of 20 talents, and 
put him under arreft. Leontius hearing how the king had pro¬ 
ceeded with Megalcas , came boldly with a crowd of foldiers 
to the royal tent, thinking to awe the king into another refo- 
lution touching the offenders. Being come into the king’s pre¬ 
fence, Who has been fo bold , faid he, as to lay hands on Mega- 
leas ? It was /, replied the king, in a majeftic tone. Leontius , 
terrified at the king’s refolution, immediately retired. Philip 
They are then calling a council to hear and examine what was alleged 
found againft Leontius, Megaleas , and their accomplices, Aratus 
gnilty,but charged them with all t'hofe criminal practices we have already 

pardoned taken notice of, and proving his accusations by competent wit- 
by the neffes, they were all found guilty. The king, however, by an 
king. unfeafcnable clemency, pardoned them, and even fet Mega- 

leas at liberty, Leontius binding himfeif for the payment of the 
fine the king had laid on him. 

During Philip’s expedition into AEtolia , Lycurgus king of 
Sparta made a fruitlefs attempt againft the Mefjemans. Dori - 
machus alfo found the TbeJJalians ready to oppofe him, and 
haftened from thence to the relief of JEtolia j but came too 
late. 

Laconia Philip having laid up his fliips at Lecheeum , proceeded from 
invaded Corinth to Tcgea , which he had fixed for the .rendezvous with 

by the his allies. Being there joined by fome Achesans , he entered 

confede- the territories of Sparta , and after four days march thro ’t 
rates. defart country, gained the top of thole hills that command the 
Bef. Ch. city of Sparta. This fudden irruption greatly terrified the Spar- 
210. tans , who were but ill prepared for a refiftance ;■ and itprora 

no lefs glorious to the king’s arms than the invafion of Atclia 
for he was vi&orious in feveral fkirmifhes, he laid wafte thi 
enemy’s country far and near, took and deftroyed feveral towns 
and returned with an irnmenfe booty to Corinth. Here he foum 
embafladors from Rhodes and Chios , who came to offer the mt 
diation of their ftates for a peace. The king profefled hi 
willihgnefs to conclude a peace with the Aitolians on reafon 
able terms ; and having difmiffed the ambaffadors, he proceed 
ed to Leckaum , with the intention of failing from thence t 
Phocis. 

Leontius , He was fcarce gone when Leontius , Megaleas , and Ptolm 

Megaleas-, who was alfo one of Philip’s chief officers, began to fow difai 

and Pto- feet ion among the troops at Corinth , and to draw them ovi 

lemy raife to their own intereft. The young foldiers were fo inflamed 1 

a tumult their feditious difeourfes, that aflembling in parties, they pl» r 

defi 
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dered the houfes of the king s chief favourites, and carried their among t ie 
infolence to that height, as to force the gates of the king’s o^m troop-T. 
palace. Philip receiving timely notice of the tumult, Hew to 
Corinth , and affembling the Macedonians , made them fenffble 
of their fault in a long harangue intermixed with gentlenefs and 
feverity. He, however, for many reafons, thought proper to 
diflemble his refentment againft the authors of the fedition, 
who had long enjoyed the greateft ports in the kingdom, and 
governed it during his minority. After exhorting his troops to 
union and concord, he returned to Lechaum ; but it was now 
too late to undertake any thing againft the Phocians. 

Leontius being now well apprifed that the king only difteru¬ 
bied his refentment againft him, had reecurfe to Apelles , giving 
him notice of the danger he was in, and preffing him to leave 
Chalcis, and haften to court. Philip had been informed by 
Aratus of the whole conduct of Apelles , who during his reft- 
dence at Chalcis , governed all things with an arbitrary fway, 
fcarce any mention being made of the king. Apelles no focner 
heard of the danger his client was in but he left Chalcis , not 
doubting but he fhould be received at court after the ufual 
manner, and change the king’s mind at pleafure. As he drew 
near to Corinth , Leontius , Megaleas , and Ptolemy prevailed on 
the flower of the king’s troops to meet him, and attend him 
byway of guard into the town ; fo that he made his entry with 
a pompous train, and went direCtly to wait on the king. How- .. 

ever, the officer who was on duty at the gate flopped him, and pTT , re " 
told him, that he muft wait, for the king was not then ar lei- ™ ; edad- 

fure. Apelles was thunder-ftruck at fo unexpected a reception, Ini “ ance 
and the Alining train that had followed him vanifhing in an t0 . the 
inftant, he retired to his lodgings, attended only by his own k,n £* 
domeftics. 


Megaleas feeing the prime minifter, oil whofe protection ! 
relied, fallen into difgrace, made his efcape to Athens , leaving 
Leontius to fhift for himfelf. The king fo on after caufed Le¬ 
ontius to be arrefted, having, upon fome pretence, fent away 
the troops that he had the chief command of to Triph,v: ■■ 
Thefe troops hearing that their officer was arrefted, feat a pe r 
tition to the king, offering to raife the fum of 20 talents if Le* 
mtins was arrefted on that account; and requeuing, tnat :f he 
was imprifoned for any other caufc, he might not be tried tii: 
their return. 

During this interval, the ambaffadors returned from -Piio/ia, 

ringing with them propofals of a truce for thirty days; which 

* ’ ' 'ians alio declared 
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their readinefs to enter into a negotiation for peace, ne 
quired the confederates to fend their reipective deputies to 
Patra , whither he went himfelf to be prefent at the;, ungrefs. 
There letters were delivered to him, directed by M-.guLys to 
the Aitolians, encouraging them to purfue the war againft Pinup 
2nd the Acheeans^ as thp kincr was in the uivnoft diitrefs for 


the king was 
provifions. Philip 

Hht 


diately 
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Mega! eas diately to proceed againft the traitors, and caufed Apelles, and 
kills him- his Ton, and his favourite to be inftantly feized, writing to the 
felf. Thebans to profecute Megaleas , who had retired thither from 
Leontius Athens. Megaleas prevented his trial by laying violent hands 
and Apelles on himfelf, and foon after Leontius was put to death with dpelk 
put to and his fon and favourite. Hiftory can fcarce furnifli us with 
death. a more remarkable example of the ascendant which a favourite 

may gain over the mind of his fovereign, in order to fatiatewith 
impunity his avarice and ambition. 

As to the /Etolians , they were pncerely difpofed to peace, 
being grown weary of a war in which all their proje&shad fuc- 
ceeded quite otherwife than they expe&ed. However, when 
they came to hear of the mutiny of the troops, and confpiracy 
of Apelles , they poftponed the day on which they were to meet, 
The con-in hopes that fome fedition would break out at court. Philip 
federates and the confederates gladly laid hold of this opportunity for 
refolve to breaking off the negociation ; and he allowing the Macedonians 
purfue the to retire to winter quarters in their own country, went to De- 
war, tnetrius in Thejfaly, where Ptolctny , another of the chief con- 

fpirators, was put to death*. 

The Achecans in the mean time had fuffered confiderably from 
the incurftons of the Eleans and /Etolimis , their praetor, Epa- 
ratus , to whofe inefficiency the bad ft ate of their affairs wa& 
Jratus a- owing, being univerfally defpifed by them. Happily for them 
gain cho- Aratus was appointed to fucceed him; he, in a general affem- 
ien prce- bly, prevailed on the deputies to empower him to levy 8000 
tor, mercenary foot and 500 horfe, bolides 3C00 foot and 300 horfe 

which were to be raifed at home. 

Philip in the mean time having col levied large magazines in 
Thebes of Thejfaly , began the campaign with the fiege of Thebes of Pbthi- 
Pbtbiotis Otis , on the frontiers of Magnejia , from whence the Atolkm 
taken by ufed to make continual excurfions. Philip attacking the place 
the confe-with 150 catapults, and other engines, for throwing of ftoncs 
derates, and darts, obliged the inhabitants in a fhort time to furrender 

at diferetion, when he fold them for Haves, and re-peopling the 
place with a colony of Macedonians , gave it the name of Phi- 
lippopolis. 

Not long after, the Chians , Rhodians , and Byzantines , font 
ambaffadors to him with offers of their mediation, which Philip 
accepted, and deffred them to apply to the /Etolians, declaring, 
however, that he would, in the mean time, purfue his enter- 
prifes, being, in reality, not much inclined to a peace, though 
he did not care to declare himfelf. 


Philip 


He afterwards fet out with his favourites for Argos , to bepre 
hears of fent at the Nenuean games. Seine there informed that the h 


Har, 


the lake Thrafymene, in Tup 


TV 




by 


Demetrlu. 


Hannibal, poffible fecrecy. Demetrius 


to him, that he ought to put a period, as Icon as poffible, to the 
/£ to It an war. in order to invade Ulyricum, where Scerddam 


now 
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now a&ed in a hoftile manner, and afterwards to crofs over Into 
r (a L He added, that in fuch a defign the whole Greek nation 
would probably aflift him, and that fuch an expedition would 
be his firft ftep to univerfal monarchy, which none had a better 
claim to than himfelf. Such counfel as this could notbut charm 
a king, who was in the flower of his youth, fuccefsful in his 
exploits, bold, enterprifing, and of a race which had always 
erafped at univerfal empire. 

b Philip now earneftly defired a peace however; as he had the 
rare quality of concealing his real intentions, he exprefied no dined to 


He is irt- 


finifhing 


thither 


give a more cxpcuiuuu& muc w uic wmuwiv.w) v« 

damned with his army within a league of the place. 

. • 1__ Mi. i-Un Irin /v^n /loll PO lirfl* ntTmAf/O/l 


condude 
Naupaftus. a peace, 
le king, to 
me and en- 
The con- 
to the Mto- 


fhould 


quefts, which article being agreed to, the reft met with no dif¬ 
ficulty, fo that the treaty was foon concluded, and ratified by 

both parties. 

At the firft opening of the aflembly, Agelas, of Naupattus, '] he trea- 
addreffed the king and the confederates, exhorting them to a ty is rati . 
Itrift union, as the only means of preferving their liberties, and fl e( j by 
to have a watchful eye on the danger that threatened them from both par- 
the barbarians, it being evident that the conquerors, whether ties . 
Carthaginians or Romans , would not confine themfelves to the 
empire of Italy or Sicily, but would extend their conquefts even 
to Greece itfelf. He prefled Philip to fight for the whole Greek 
nation, as if Greece was his inheritance, and that he mould 
watch the event of the Italian war, and improve it to his ad¬ 
vantage ; for if once he fuffered the ftorm that was gathering 
in the weft to reach Greece , it might juftly be feared that it 
would then no longer be in their power to make war* conclude 

peace, or manage their affairs as they pleafed. 

This is the firft time that the affairs of Italy influenced thole 
of Greece. After this, neither Philip, nor the other powers 
of Greece , regulated their conduct from the Irate of their re- 

r r\* 9 ii i . 1 * .bb flJ TfiOTirc onrl offpnfinn 


foeftive neighbours, but direded all their views and attention 

’ ' ' The Aftaiics and the inhabitants of the lflands 

The Romans on the 


towards Italy. 
foon after ailed in the fame manner. 


muu AILVX awivu ill wiv —- # J • p 

other hand, awakened by the growing power and enterpriiing 
genius of Philip, difpatched ambafladors into Greece, to obviate 
betimes the dangers that threatened them from that quarter. 

As foon as the peace was ratified, the Achaans^ railed ltmoxe- 
nus to the praetormip, and then returned to their antient fan¬ 
ner and cuftom of life, after having re-edified the walls or 

their cities, rebuilt their temples and altars, and repaired the 

- - ... . *— J fuftamed ^ 


war. 


This happy tranquillity, however, was foon difturbed by the 

• - ’ ’ ’ Philip having entered into an 

^ alliance 


* uio iicippy Lid.ii 

t'ery prince who had procured it 


I 
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alliance with Hannibal , and received a moft mortifying defeat 
from the Roman r, on the coaft of Epire , began to change his 
conduit and char ait er. This change was afcribed to the evil 
councils of thofe about him, who fomented all his paffions 
and continually fuggefled to him, that the grandeur of a kin? 
confifted in reigning with an unlimited power. Refoiving now 
to make himfelf abfolute in Greece , he began with the Mefjc- 

who being divided into two faitions, referred their differ- 


mans 


Philip accordingly proceeded to Md 
fene , where he found Aratns endeavouring to reconcile the dif- 


He at- ferences amicably. The 


however, wanted to inflame 


tempts to them, and in this he fucceeded, by pretending to the heads 

reduce the of each faction, feparately, that he favoured them. By this 
it ■ejjeni means the popular party were provoked to fall upon the nobi- 

ans. 


Jity 


Aratns , the younger, who 


perceived the king’s defign, could not forbear reproaching him 


with his conduct in very bitter and offenfive terms. 



'bilip 


ftifled his refentment, and taking Aratus the elder by the hand 
afkcd him whether he would not attend him to a facrifice in 


Mejfc 

Peloponnefe. The popular 


When 


this fortrefs, admitted Philip without the leaft jealoufy. 
the entrails of the victim, according to cuftom, were put into 
the king’s hands, he fhewed them to Aratus , and with a Anile 
afked him, whether they prognofticated, that being now in 
pofieftion of fo important a place, he fhould part with it or not. 
Aratus made no reply ; but Demetrius Pharius gave this officious 
anfwer: If you are a foothfayer you muft quietly be gone from hcncc ; 
but if you are 

but t old the oi 


a king , you mujl not let flip Jo fair an opportunity , 
fajl by both his horns ; alluding to Ithome and Acro- 


The 


cmg, nowever, urging. 
That if the olace could 


s 


opinion 


Pcloponnde 
he told 


court. 


he v/ould do well to keep it; but if by feizing Ithome , he muft 
lofe the ftrongeft caftle he had, his credit, he thought it far 
Aratus re- more advifcable to deliver it up to its owners. Though Philip 
tires from for the prefent followed this advice, yet he ever after maintained 
PhlijSs a fecret grudge again ft Aratus , who being diflatisfied with the 

king’s conduit, retired from court, and led a private life at Si- 
cyon. The intentions of the king being now fufpeited, the 
Meffenians foon after refufed to admit him into their city, upon 
which he declared them enemies, and laid wafte their country. 
The Achceans , however, refilling to alTift him in this enterprife, 
Philip he turned his refentment againft Aratus , and as he did not now 
cauies fcruplc to commit the moft heinous crimes, he ordered Taurion , 
him to be one of his officers, to difpatch him by poifon. Taurion with 
poifoned. reluitance obeying the wicked command, inlinuated himfelf 
Bef. Chr. into the friendfhip of Aratus , and at an entertainment gave 

him a poifon that was fore, but Bow in its operation. 

Aratus was not ignorant of the caufe of the lingering diftem- 
per he fell into; but as it would be of no fervice to him to 

complain, 


210. 
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complain, he bore it patiently as a common and natural difeafe. 

One day only happening to fpit blood, he faid to his friend, 
who appeared furprifed, Behold , my dear Cephalion, the fruits 
} royal friendjhip. He died foon after in Mgium, in the 57th 
year of his age, being then praetor of the Achaans for the 17th 
time. The Achaans were for burying him in the place where 
he died, but the Sicyoniems claimed this honour, and having 
brought his corps to Sicyon with great pomp, dancing before it, 
and linging hymns and odes in honour of the deceafed, they 
buried it with the utmoft folemnity in the higheft part of the 
city, which was ever after called Aratium. The A'ch ans de¬ 
creed that divine honours fhould be paid him, and in Plutarch's 
time two folemn facrifices were drill offered him annually, the 
firft on the day that he freed the city from the yoke of tyranny, 
which facrifice was called Soteria, the other on his birth day. 

Aratus was certainly one of the greateft men of his time, and His cha- 
mayjuftly be ftiled one of the founders of the Ach^ an republic, rafter, 
he having brought it to that form and fplendor, by which it be¬ 
came one of the moft powerful Hates of Greece. In his admi- 
niftration he was guilty of one very great error, in calling in 
the kings of Macedon to the afliftance of the republic, out of 
jealoufy to Cleomenes , king of Sparta, who, after having reduced 
the Achaans to the laft extremity, was willing to reftore the 
prifoners and all the places he had taken, on condition that 
they would create him praetor of Achaia. The Achaans were 
inclined to accept of a peace on thefe terms ; but Aratus , that 
he might not be fupplanted by a young man, prevailed on them 
at laft to rejeft the offers of peace, and to have recourfe to Phi¬ 
lip. He not only atoned for this with his own death, but with 
that of his fon; for Philip growing compleatly wicked, as Plu¬ 
tarch exprefles it, commanded a kind of poifon to be given him, 
which deprived him of his underftanding,' and prompted him 
to commit fuch abominable a&ions, as would have reflected 
eternal ignominy on his name, had they been clone while he was 
in his fenfes; fo that though he was then in the fewer of his 
age, his death was looked upon as the greateft blefiing that could 
befall himfelf and his family. 

The Achaans were highly incenfed againft Philip for thefe>j evv 
inhuman and tyrannical proceedings, but at prefent not being £ul -bances 
in a condition to fkpport themfelves without him, they engaged j n Q reece , 
in a new league with him againft the /Etoiians, who had entered g e f 
into an alliance with the Romans, the chief article of which 200. 
was, that the booty and flaves fhould belong to the Romans , and 
the conquefts to the /Etoiians and the ether allies, who were the 
Lacedamonians , Elcans , king Attalus and •scerclelaid.es. The 
B Alans immediately invading the Achaan territories, Philip 
at the requeft of the Achcvans , prepared to march to their aflift- 
ance, but before he could join them, he was oppofed by the 
Bolians, with fome Romans and the Afiatic forces, under At- 
talus, at Lamia in Theffaly. Pyrrhus, the Miolian general, was The JEtc- 

twice defeated by Philip , and forced to fhut himfelf up, with iiam der 

the feated. 
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the remains of his forces, in Lamia. This double defeat fc 
diflieartened the Mtolians , that they fent ambafladors to treat oi 
a peace with Philip, who granted them a truce of 30 days, re¬ 
ferring the conferences for a peace to the Acheean aflembly. The 

propofals of the Mtolians , however, appeared fo unreafonable 
that all hopes of peace vanifhed, and both parties prepared foi 
war. Philip , foon after, being joined with fome Acheean j, un¬ 
der the command of their praetor, ravaged the territories ol 
jE lis, and advanced to the very gates of the city, which had re¬ 
ceived an Mtolian garrifon. The night before, however, 4000 
Romans had entered the city, which encouraged the garrifon to 
tally out, and attack the Acheeans. The fight was very bloody 
and many fell on both fides. In the heat of the aCtion Philo- 
peemen, who commanded the cavalry of the Acheeans , unhorfed 
Damophantes , the general of the Elean cavalry, which he quick¬ 
ly afterwards routed. The Macedonians , in the mean time, 
giving way before the Romans , Philip rufhed headlong into the 
midft of the Romans, where his horfe being wounded, threw 
him. On this the Macedonians attacked with new vigour, and 
in fpite of the utmoft efforts of the Romans , carried off their 
king. The next day Philip retiring from Elis, took a ftrong 
hold of the Elcans , where he found 20,000 head of cattle, be- 
fides 4000 Eleans, whom he fold for Haves. Mean while, news 
arriving that the Dardanians , a people of Thrace , had invaded 
Macedon , Philip let out to defend his own kingdom, the Ro¬ 


mans about the fame time retiring to Mgina , where they winter 
cd. During the king’s abfence, the Acheeans gained a confi- 
derable victory over the Mtolians and Eleans, near the city of 
Mejfene. Attalus and Sulpitius , the Roman generals, early in 
the fpring failed with their fleets to Lemnos, and thence advanc¬ 
ing to Or cum, a chief city of Euheea, the Macedonian com¬ 
mander treacheroufly delivered it up to them. Philip hearing 
that Attains had laid fiege to the city of Opus, in Achaia, ad¬ 
vanced with incredible diligence to its relief, marching upwards 
of 60 miles in one day. Though he came too late to relieve 
the place, yet, upon his approach, Attalus abandoned it, and 
retired to his (hips. 

Mean while Machanidas, tyrant of Lacedaemon, advanced at 
the head of a powerful army to the borders of Achaia , but he 
could not have chofen a more improper lcal'on for this expedition; 
for Philopeemcn had been appointed, for the firft time, com¬ 
mander in chief of the Acheean forces. This great warrior, 
whom we fhall often have occafion to mention, was born in 
Megalopolis, a city of Arcadia, and from his infancy difeovered 
a ftrong inclination to the profeflion of arms. Cajfander , of 
Mantinea, a man of great probity, undertook the care of his 
education from gratitude to his father. He was no fooner aide 
to bear arms, but he entered among the Mcgalopolitan troops 
and gave many inftances of prudence and valour. When Clco- 
menes took Megalopolis, he perfuaded his citizens rather to allow 
their city to be plundered, than abandon the Acheean alliance. 

Havtf? 
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Having fignalized himfelf greatly at the battle of Sellafia , Anti- 
mus made him very advantageous offers, to gain him to his 
fervice, but he rejedled them with fcorn. As he could not live 
idle and inactive, he went over to the ifland of Crete, and ferv- 
ed there as a volunteer, till he acquired a complete knowledge 
of the military art. Upon his return, being appointed general 
of the Achaan horfe, heretofore of no reputation, he in a fhort 
time rendered them famous all over Greece . Being foon after 
elefted praetor, he inftantly applied himfelf to reftore military 
difcipline among the troops, and roufed the courage of his coun¬ 
trymen, in order to put them into a condition to defend them- 
felves, without depending for affiftance on foreign princes. 

Having made great improvements in the difcipline, and like- 
wife in the arms, he exercifed his troops every day for the fpace 
of eight months, when news was brought him that Machanidas 
was advancing to invade Achaia. He gladly embraced this op¬ 
portunity of trying his troops, and met the enemy in the terri¬ 
tories of Mantinea , where, as we have elfewhere related, a de- 
fperate battle enfued, in which the Lacedemonians were defeat¬ 
ed, with the lofs of 4000 killed, and as many taken prifoners. 

The lofs of the Ach easts was very inconfiderable, and thofe that 
fell were moftly mercenaries *. Machanidas was killed by Phi- 
loptemen , and the Acheans , to perpetuate the memory of this 
victory, which was entirely owing to the conduft of their ge¬ 
neral, let up his ftatue in brafs at Delphi , in the fame attitude 
in which he killed the tyrant. 

This victory over the Lacedemonians , and the many advan- A general 
tages gained by Philip over the Mtolians , inclined the Miolian peace con¬ 
fection to fue for a peace in good earneft, as the Romans and At- eluded. 
talus were both called off from affifting them. They accord- Bef. Ch. 
ingly concluded a peace with Philip and the Achaans , upon 204. 
very difadvantageous conditions. P. Sempronius , the proconful, 
arriving foon after with 10,000 foot and 1000 horfe, blamed the 
Mtolians for concluding a peace without the confent of the Ro¬ 
mans, but afterwards he acceded to the treaty, in the name of 
his republic. On the fide of Philip , the king of Bithynia, the 
Achaans , the Boeotians , the Thejfalians , Acarnanians , and Epi- 
nts, were included, and on the part of the Romans were named 
king Attains , Pleuratus a petty prince of Illyricum, Nabis ty¬ 
rant of Sparta, the Eleans, Mejfenians , and Athenians. _ 

The peace thus concluded, was not of long continuance; The 
for Philip foon after invaded, at the fame time, the Rhodians , Acheans 
Athenians , and king Attalus ; whereupon war was declared join Philip 
againft him by the Romans, and Sulpitius, the conful, appoint- againftthe 
cd to carry it on. Philip at firft was joined by the Achaans and Romans. 
Lacedemonians , Cycliades , the praetor of the Acbeans , being 
entirely devoted to the Macedonian party. The Ach*ans after¬ 
wards fufpe&ing that he aimed at an abfolute power, and was 


* Folyb. 1 , ix. PJut. in Philop. 
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concerting meafures with the Macedonians to bring their repub 
lie under fubje&ion, expelled him, and put the governmeti 
into the hands of Arijlhenes , a friend to the Romans. The con- 
fuj laid hold of this opportunity to bring the Achaans into ar 
alliance with Rome , and offered to put Corinth into their pof 
feflion if they joined with him. 

At the next general affembly ambaffadors appeared, both 
from the Romans and their allies, and from Philips but their 
different ipeeches fo perplexed the Acbaans, that they could 
come to no determination. Next day, when the affembly met 
again, the deputies, though fummoned by the herald to give 
their opinions, all remained mute, not daring to pronounce in 
fo perplexed an affair. Arijlcmenes at laft broke filence, and 
addrefied the deputies in this manner: What is become of that 
warmth and vigour with which you ufed to difpute at your banquets 
about Philip and the Romans ? You were then decifme, and now, 
in an affembly fummoned for no other purpefe, you are mute. If the 
love of your country willnot extort a word from you , will not your 
inclination for one or the other party loofen your tongues. Thefe re¬ 
proaches, however reafonable and judicious, not prevailing on 
any of the members to give their opinion, Arif emeus re finned 
the difeourfe, and in a long harangue reprefemed to them iheft- 
tuation of their affairs, urging the neceftity of their joining 
the Romans , who, he faid, were in a condition to force them to 
a compliance with their requeft. This difeourfe, however, 
riid not bring the Achaans to an agreement among them- 
felves, and the Demiurgi even were divided in their opinions, 
five of them declaring for the Romans , and five of them fa¬ 
vouring Philip. The third and laft day of the affembly was 
fpent in warm difputes, the father difagreeing with the fon, 
and the deputies of the fame city being ready to fall upon each 
other. At laft the majority were for the Romans , and immediately 
concluded an alliance with Attalus and the Rhodians , but de¬ 
ferred the conclufion of the treaty with the Romans till the 
return of their ambaffadors, which they fent to Rome. 

Mean while they lent affiftance to the Romans , who inverted 
Corinth , but met with fuch a vigorous opposition, that they 
were obliged to retire. The fiege of Corinth being raifed, Phi- 
locles , one of Philip's generals, marched his troops into the 
heart of Achaia , and drew near to Argos , which city he knew 
was well affected to the Macedonians. Mnefdetnus , who com¬ 
manded the garrifbn of 500 men, refufed to furrender, but was 
not a little Surprised when he faw all the^ citizens take up arms, 
and command him to march out of the city. He was then con¬ 
vinced that it was in vain to make oppofition, and his gar- 
rifon being allowed to march out unmolefted, he fent them 
away, but remained with a few of his friends. Philocles fent to 
afk him. Why he continued in the city , and what he intended to do. 
The brave Acheron anfwering, 1 intend to die in the place committ¬ 
ed to my care ; Philocles ordered his Thracians to difeharge their 

arrows 



4 


OF THE WORLD. 477 

arrows at him, fo that he was inftantly {kin, and funk down, 
upon his buckler. 

Philip being defirous to prevent the enemy from recovering They de- 
jlrgos, delivered it up to Nabis, tyrant of Lacedaemon, who was liver it to 
in a condition to defend it. The conditions upon which he Is 
delivered it were, that Nabis fhould poflefs it as his own if 
Philip loft his life in the war, but reftore it if he were alive 
at the • conclufion of a peace. The Argians, who knew the 
cruelty and avarice of Nabis , refilled to admit the Laced ino- 
nians : but Philocles bafely introduced them in the night, which 
occafioned a tumult next morning, when fome of the chief 
magiftrates efcaping, the tyrant on that pretence began his de¬ 
predations. He confifcated the eftates of thofe who had fled. The Ar- 
and commanded the inhabitants to bring him all their gold, fil- gians ira- 
ver, and jewels, putting to the rack fuch as he fufpe&ed to con- elly treat - 
ceal any part of their riches. He aflembled the magiftrates, e d by Na- 
and obliged them to pafs two decrees, the firft for cancelling all bis. 
old debts, and the fecond ordering an equal divifion to be made 
of the lands among all the citizens. Nabis being fenfible that 
he could not keepArgos without a powerful protedtion, joined 
in confederacy with the Romans ; but at the fame time would 
only confent to a four months truce with the Achaans. 

Nicojlratus , the Achaan praetor, about the fame time figna- 
lized himfelf againft the Macedonians. Androjlhenes , who com¬ 
manded about 6000 men in Corinth , made an incurfion into 
Achaia , and advanced to the very walls of Si cyan, where he in- 
fulted the praetor, who had only 2000 men in garrifon. As the 
Macedonian allowed his troops to difperfe in imall bodies, .and 
was fcarce ever in one place, Nicojlratus formed a defign of fur- The Ma- 
prifmg him, and having ordered the garrifons of the neighbour- cedmiunt 
ing cities to aflemble on a day appointed at Apelaurium , he let defeated 
out from thence at the head of 5700 foot and 300 horfe, in by the 
fearch of the Macedonians. Having heard that they were en- A.haans . 
camped on the river Nemea , and had fent off three large de¬ 
tachments from their main body, he placed his mercenaries in a 
foreft that lay betwixt the camp and Corinth , and then marched 
to attack the camp. The Macedonians were foon thrown into 
great diforder and were eafily routed. Nicojlratus went to cut 
off the detachment that was ravaging S icy on, and the two other 
detachments were either murdered by the country people, or 
cut in pieces by the mercenaries, who had been ftationed in the 
foreft. 

Philip at the fame time having received a fignal overthrow A peace 
from the Romans in Theffaly , was obliged to accept of peace on concluded 
fuch conditions as Rome and her allies were pleafed to impofe. with Phi- 
The main article, relating to Greece, was, that Philip fhould hp- 
evacuate all the places he pollefled in Greece, and withdraw his Bef. Chr. 
garifons before the celebraton of the IJihmian games. All Greece , * 9 ^* 

Mtolia excepted, received the news of this peace with the greateft 
tranfports of joy. The Mtolians inveighed againft the Romans, •' 

as though they intended ojily to amufe the Greeks with the name 

of 
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of liberty, and to retain the fovereignty of it to themfelvw 

• .i * f • ry . . • i n .. ...» i • «... 0 


Demetrias 


The 


Corinth , Chalets, Oreos , Eretria , 

their hands. The fufpicions of the JEtolians were not ill ground¬ 
ed, for the names of thofe cities had been purpofely omitted by 
the ten commiffioners fent from Rone. The proconful, jftfanw 

however, prevailed on them to extend the decree to all the 
cities in Greece. 

The IJlhmian games drawing near, the expectation of what 
Greeks de- was to b e there tranfaCted drew thither an incredible multitude 
dared free c f people, and perfons of the higheft rank. As the decree of 
by the t he Roman commiffioners was not yet divulged, the future Hate 
Romans. G f Greece was the topic of all converfations, and though fome 

people hoped well, yet the greater number could not be per- 
fuaded that the Romans would part with the cities they had 
taken. The multitude aflembled at the games were in this un¬ 


certainty 


advanced 


to pronounce the ufual form of words, but the Greeks, to their 
great furprife, heard him make the following declaration: The 
fenate and people of Rome, and QuinCtius Flaminius, the proconful, 
having overcome Philip and the Macedonians, declare the Corin- 

™ ‘ , the Locrians, the Eubaeans, the Magnefi- 


W . _ J 

ans, the Theflalians, the Pei 
free from all kind of fervitude. All thefe nations fall live 
dependant Jlate , and be governed only by their otvn lazys. 
words, which manv heard 


At thefe 


afked 


multitude 


ing credit to their own ears. The herald being again ordered 
to repeat the proclamation, he was heard with the moft profound 
filence, and not a fingle word of the decree was loft. And now 
being fully allured of their happinefs, they expreffed their fa- 
tisfa&ion with the higheft transports of joy. The fhout which 
they gave when the herald had finilhed, was fo incredibly great, 
that it was heard as far as the fea, and their acclamations, Plu¬ 
tarch fays, put the air into fuch a violent agitation, that fome 
crows, which were accidentally flying over the afiembly, fell 
down in the Arena. The games and fports were hurried over 
with negleCt and difregard, for fo great was the general joy on 
this occafion, that it wholly occupied their thoughts. The 
games being ended, all the people ran in crowds to the Roman 
general, v/ho was befet on every fide by fuch multitudes, that 
had he not timely withdrawn, he would fcarce, it is thought, 
have ever got clear of them. 

After this the proconful, to complete the work, convened 
a general aflembly at Corinth , and there declared, that he would 
evacuate Demetrias , Chalets , and Aero-Corinth, and having witn- 
drawn the garifons from thofe places, he began to prepare for 
his journey to Rome. The Greeks , to give him before his de¬ 
parture fome pledge of their affection, fought for all the Ro¬ 
mans that were reduced to flavery on the coafts of Greece , and 

delivered 
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delivered them up to him. TKeir number amounted to 12,000, 
t he greateft part of them having been fold to the Greeks by Han¬ 
nibal. The Achteans alone bore the charge of their redemption, 

which came to 100 talents. 

The only thing that refle&ed fome dilhonour upon Flaminius, Nabis left 
and ftained his reputation, was his leaving the ufurper Nabis in poffef- 
in polTeffion of Sparta , without ever mentioning the unhappy fion of 
Ageftpolis, who was the lawful heir, and had fought under the Sparta. 
Roman ftandards. Plutarch attributes this proceeding, in fome 
meafure, to his impatience to return to Rome, and to his difguft 
on account of the honours paid to Philop&men : but Livy men¬ 
tions other reafons, more for the honour of Flaminius. Winter 
was coming on, and Sparta _ was to be befieged ; the enemy’s 
country could fupply him with nothing, and it would be very 
difficult to get convoys. Befides, he was informed that Antio- 
chits was preparing to renew the war. 

Not long after the departure of the Romans , Nabis began to The 
raife infurre&ions in the maritime cities, which he had been Ach<eans 
obliged to give up by the treaty of peace. He attempted to declare 
drive out the Achaan ganifons, and even openly laid liege to W ar a- 
Gythium. The Romans, at the folicitation of the Achaans, gainft 
again fent Flaminius into Greece , who, at his arrival, found the h; m . 
Ach-tan deputies aflembled in their general diet at Sicyon. Some 
of the affembly were for taking up arms immediately, but others 
inclined to follow the opinion of Flaminius , who advifed them 
to delay hoftilities till the Roman fleet fhould arrive. The af¬ 
fembly feeming to wait the decifion of Philop<emen, who was 
praetor that year, he rofe up and laid. It is your bufinefs to de¬ 
termine what to do, and mine to execute your orders ; and I will take 
all pojjible care that you Jhall not repent of your choice , whether it 
be for war or peace. Thefe words inclined the aflembly more 
powerfully to a war, than if he had openly declared for it, and 
war being accordingly decreed, the whole management of it 

was left to him. # • 

Philopamen refolved to attempt fomething without delay for 
the relief of the garrifon of Gythium, and having fitted out fe- 
veral Ach<ean fhips propofed to open the communication of the 
place with the fea. Though he had never been on board a Ihip, 
out as a pafienger, in his voyages to Crete , and was entirely 
unacquainted with maritime affairs, he took upon him the com¬ 
mand of the fleet; but foon learned to his colt, how important Philopn- 
it is to be accuftomed to thofe things which we undertake to men de¬ 
nial! age. Nabis, who had fitted out a few {hips, filled with feated by 
rowers and foldiers, ufed to fea fights, routed his fleet at the fea. 
firft onfet. 

Philopamen , with great difficulty, efenped to Pair*; but not 
being difeouraged by his ill-concerted and unfuccefsful expedi¬ 
tion, he prefently let fail again, and as the enemy did not expe£t 
him, but were rendered negligent by their late victory, he 
landed in the iiight, burnt their camp at PleU, and killed a 

great number of them, fo that very few got fefe to their in- 

trenchments 



/|8o A G E N ER AL HISTORY 

trenchments before Gythium. . Having thus retrieved his repu. 
tation, he aflembled the Acbaans to confult about the relief o| 
Gythium. In hopes of obliging Nabis to abandon the liege, he 
marched to Sparta ; but the very- day he appeared .before that 
city, Gythium furrendered to Nabis, who immediately haftened 
to Lacedamon. 

He gains A few days after, as the A cleans were marching through a 
a com- narrow pafs. Nabis came fuddenly upon them. Philopemen 
pleat vie-made a Httle halt, and when he had viewed the ground, made 
tory over it appeal', that the greateft thing in war is ikill in drawing up 
Nabis by an army. Advancing only a few paces, and altering his order 
land. without, any confufion, according to the nature of the place, 

he prefently took away all apprehenfions from his men, and 
waited for the charge of the enemy. The aCtion beginning 
early next morning, Lycortas , the father of the hiftorian Poly¬ 
bius, who commanded the Ach * an cavalry, according to orders 
he had received, gave ground a little, and drew the enemy into 
an ambufeade, by which means they were quickly thrown into 
the utmoft confufion, and eafily routed. Philopemen caufing a 
.report to be fpread, that he intended to feize the pafles leading 
to Sparta , Nabis marched off with part of his troops to pre¬ 
vent him. After the departure of the tyrant, Philopamen at¬ 
tacked his fon-in-law, Pythagoras , and having driven him from 
his camp, poffeffed himlelf of the Lacedejnonian baggage and 
warlike engines. Foreleeing that the Lacedemonians , who 
were now difperfed, would attempt to enter at night into the 
city, he placed fmall bodies of men on the roads that led to 
Sparta , and by this means cut many of the enemy to pieces, 
or took them prifoners. 

The Lace- But what moft of all raifed the fame and reputation of Pbih- 
d>emoniam pesmen, was his joining the Lacedemonians to the A cheap league, 
joined to upon the death of Nabis, who was treacheroully flain by an 
the Ach a- Mtolian officer. This tranfaCiion we have related in the hiftory 
an league. °f Sparta, but we {hall add here one circumftance, which re¬ 
flects greater luftre on Philopemen than all his warlike exploits. 
T he Lacedemonians, in gratitude to Philopemen, ordered 120 
talents, raifed by the fale of the palace and furniture of Nabis , 
t > be prefented to him : but there was not a man among them 
that would undertake to mention the patter to him. They at 
lalt, by a public decree, obliged one Timolaus, with whom Pk- 
lopamen had lodged at Sparta, to go to Megalopolis to offer him 
the prefent. Timolaus, with great reluCtance, fet out for Me¬ 
galopolis, and was kindly entertained by Philopemen ; but ftruck 
with-admiration at his grave manner of difeourfe, his frugality 
and integrity, he did not dare once to mention a word of the 
prefent, but giving feme other pretence to his journey, he re¬ 
turned with the money. He was fent again, but aCted juft as 
before. At laft going a third time, he ventured with the utmoft 
reiu&ance to acquaint Philopemen with the offer he had to make 
to him, in the name of the Lacedejnonians. Philopemen heard 
him with great calmnefs, but when lie had done fpeaking, h^ 



OF THE WORLD. 

fet out with him to Sparta , where, after exprefling the greateft 
obligations to the Spartans , he advifed them not to bribe good 
men, but to lay out their money in purchafing the wicked, and 
fuch as divided the citizens, to the end, that being paid for 
their filence, they might not occafion fo many diftra&ions in 
the government. Such was the difintereftednefs of this noble 
AcUan. 

The addition of Lacedtemon had greatly increafed the power Me fine 
of the Achaan republic ; but at the fame time, divifions arifmg and Elis 
among the confederate cities, the Romans began to let them renounce 
know that the republic of Achaia was, in fome degree, fubject their alli- 
to that of Rome. MeJJene and Elis 9 two cities of Achaia , haying ance with 
refufed to fend their deputies to the general diet, Diophanes the the Acbts- 
praetor ravaged the territories of the two rebellious cities, in am. 
order to bring them to their duty. They, on the other hand, 
had recourfe to Flaminlus , who then refided at Chalets , offering 
to furrender themfelves up to the Romans. Flaminlus , ordering 
Diophanes to defift from hoftilities, had a conference with him 
at Megalopolis , and advifing him to difband his forces, affured 
him, that he would fettle the difpute to the fatisfa&ion of the 
Achaans. He accordingly fubje&ed the MeJJenians and Eleans 
to the diet, and obliged them to deliver up the Achaan exiles 
they kept in their cities. Flaminlus , by this kindnefs to the 
Ach-tans , wanted to perfuade them to deliver up to him the 
ifland of Zacynthos 9 which they had lately purchased. Diopha - 
nts was againft parting with it; but Flaminius reprefenting to 
the diet, that the ifland would,cofi them more in defending than 
it was worth, they unanimoufly voted that it fhould be deliver¬ 
ed up to the Romans *. 

Not long after new diflenfions happened among the Achmans. Diflsri- 
The general aflbmblies of the Achaans had long been held at fions a- 
Mgjurn ; but Philopamen , being again praetor, thought fit to mong the 
divide the honour and advantages, which the diets brought to Achaant* 
the places where they were held, among all the cities of the 
Achcean league, and had named Argos for the place of the next 
diet. The inhabitants of AEgium oppofed this regulation, and 
had recourfe to M. Fulvius Nobilior , who then refided at Cepba- 
knia 9 to decide, he faid, fuch difputes as fhould arife between 
any of the Greek cities or republics. Thus, under the charac¬ 
ter of a peace-maker, he was in reality the fovereign of Grecee 9 
and gave laws to the whole country. Fulvius , coming over 1 
into the PeloponneJe 9 and hearing the difpute, was inclined to 
favour the inhabitants of Mgtum\ but feeing that the other 
party was far more numerous, he withdrew from the afl'embly 
without declaring his opinion, it being enough for him that the 
difpute had been brought to his tribunal. 

, The quarrel that arofe between the Achrans znd, Laced-r?no~ 
toans was of more confequence. Flaminius had given all the 
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face places on the coaft of Laconia to the Achceans , who kept &ari 
d'/ jnonians ions in them, even after Laced anon had acceded to the Am " 
want to league. This offending fome of the leading men among the 
renounce Lacedaemonians , they attacked in the night one of the cities called 
their alii- Las\ but were repulfed by the inhabitants and Spartan exile*- 
ancewith after they had carried the place. The exiles, who had been 
the Aches- driven out for oppofing the tyrant, brought their complaints to 
am. the council of the Achceans , and being favoured by Philop men 

he caufed a decree to de enacted, commanding the Lacedaemo¬ 
nians to deliver up the authors of that enterprize, on pain of 
being treated as enemies. The Spartans , exafperated at this 
decree, immediately put to death 30 of thofe who were known 
to be in the Ach^an'mtereft, diflolvcd their alliance with Achaia 
and fent ambafladors to Fulvius , the proconful, intreating hint 
to come and take pofleflion of their city. The Ach cans , hear¬ 
ing of thefe proceedings, declared war againft the Lacelmo - 
mans, and made fome flight incurfions into their territories both 
by fea and land. 

At the return of the fpring, both parties making preparations 
for war, Fulvius arrived in the Peloponncfe , and heard the com¬ 
plaints of each, endeavouring, to the utmoft of his power, to 
reconcile them. They refilling to hearken to any accommoda¬ 
tion, he advifed them to fend ambafladors to Rome , to which 
they agreed. The Achesan deputies were Diophancs , of a trac¬ 
table and moderate difpofition, and Lycortas , entirely attached 
to Philopcc/nen. The lenate, unwilling to difguft the Adrians , 
but at the fame time thinking the Lacedemonians worthy of 
companion, returned a dark and ambiguous anfwer,. which each 
party interpreted in their own favour. 

Lnccdte- The Achceans pretending that it gave them full power to 
?non re- punifh the Lacedaemonians , Philop -mien, who was continued 
duced by praetor, marched with an army to the very walls of Sparta , and 
the Aches- fiimmoned the city to deliver up the authors of the attempt upon 
am. Las , promising that they fhould not be condemned without a 

Phiiof.cs- fair trial. Upon this promife, all thofe whom Phi/opcemende- 
men treats manded by name came to the Ache an camp, attended by the 
the Lc.ce- chief citizens of Lacedcemon , where they were infulted and 
desmonians abufed by their malcontent countrymen, who, by their railing 
with great fpeeches, engaged the Achcean foldiers in their quarrel, and all 
feverity. on a fudden fell upon the Laccdamonians with fuch fury, that 

17 of them were killed upon the fpot, 73 being, with the 
greateft difficulty, refeued Gut of the hands of the enraged mul¬ 
titude. Phtlopcemen , who had no intention to pardon them, 
caufed them to be tried next morning, when, fcarce being al¬ 
lowed any defence, they were condemned and executed. 

This fevere proceeding (truck all the Lacedemonians with fuch 
terror, that they furrendered at diferetion; and Philop emeu, 
who was enraged againft them, treated them as though their 
city had been taken by ftorm. He commanded them todemo- 
Jim their walls, difband all their mercenaries, drive out of their 
city all the (laves wh»m the tyrants had fet at liberty, receive 

the 
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the exiles, and laftly, renounce the laws of Lycurgus, and for 
the future govern themfelves only by thofe of Achat a. By the The lace- 
abolition of the laws of the wife Lycurgus^ which the Lacedee- d<rnionians 
mnkns had obferved for the fpace of ;co years, the finews of complain 
their commonwealth were cut afunder. They fent ambafladors 
to Rome to complain of this fevere treatment; but the Achtans 
alfo fending an embafly thither to juflify their conduct, the Ro¬ 
mm, who had then affairs of greater importance upon their 
hands, only ached as intereeflors. 

The Achaean league was at this time in great repute all over 
the eaft, and the friendfhip of fo powerful a irate courted by all 
the provinces of Afui. Ptolemy, king of Egypt^ fent ambafladors 
to renew his antient alliance with the Achecans , and to offer the 
republic 6000 fliields, and 200 talents of bra is. Bis offer wa. 
accepted, and Lycortas , with two others, deputed to thank him Achaam, 
for the prefent, and renew the alliance. Kins; Eumcnes alio 
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fent an embafly for the fame purpeie, offering 120 talents, the 
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by the affembl y. 

Ail thefe ambafladors were heard in the diet, and the alliance 


with Ptolemy and &'clcncus was renewed; but it was not judged 
expedient to accept, at that jun&ure, of the Blips which the 
letter offered. The alliance with Eimcr.cs was poftponed till a 
farther cDDortunitv, Apollonius of Sicytm having, in a lontr 


opportunity, 

lpc-ech, exhorted the Achevans net only to reject his prefent, but 
to look upon him as an enemy, fince he attempted to bribe the 
members of that venerable aflembly 

The Romans , having now got the better of all their enemies The Ro - 
in the weft, refumed the caufe of the Lacedscrnonians , with a mans je 
defign to humble the Achevans, whofe great' power began to ious of 
rails no fmall jealoufy at Rome. Three commiflioriers, the their 
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cognizance of the affairs of Greece upon the fpot. Thefe 


. . Icponnefdy comipifii- 

when Arijienes , the Achaan praetor, affembled the chiefs of the oners into 

republic at Argos , and invited the Roman commiflioncrs thither. AJmia. 
Cm Hits , being introduced to the council, applauded the zeal of 
the Acb rans for the welfare of their country, and the wifdom of 
their government; but told them, that their behaviour towards 
the Lacedaemonians had been very much cenfured at Rome , and 
therefore exhorted them to amend what they had ailed impru¬ 
dently againft them on that occafion. Arijienes , who under¬ 
hand acted in concert with Cezd/ins, did not make any reply. 
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the affair of the Spartans. Philopamen , Lycortas , and 
then fpoke in their turns, and their fpeeches, in defence of the 
late proceedings at Sparta , made fuch an impreffion on the coun¬ 
cil, that when Cactlius withdrew, they came to a resolution 
that nothing fhould be changed in what had been decreed, and 
that this ani'wer fhould be given to the Roman commiffioners. 
Cfcilius then defiring that the general affembly might be con¬ 
vened, they refufed his requeft, becaufe he could not produce 
a letter from the fenate of Rome to the Achaans for that purpofe, 
which fo exafperated him, that he immediately left Achala. 

Upon his return to Rome, Apollonidas, the Achaan ambafSador, 
juftihed the conduct of their republic towards the Spartans , be¬ 
fore the Roman fenate. Areus and Alcibiades , the Spartan am- 
bafladors, were next admitted. Thefe were two of the exiles 
who bad been reffored by Philopamen j but now contended zea- 
loufly for the recovery of the antient fplendor and liberty of their 
native country. The fenate, after hearing and weighing the 
reafons on both fides, ordered Appius Claudius and two others, 
who were foon to fet out for Macedon , to put an end to the dis¬ 
pute ; and required the Achaans to convene their general aflem- 
bly, whenever the Roman ambaffadors fhould defire it, Since 
they were admitted by the Roman fenate as often as they re¬ 
quired an audience. 

The Roman commiffioners being expe&ed in the Peloponnefe, 
Lycortas, who was then praetor, fummoned the general aflem- 
bly to examine the affair of the Lacedcemonians, that he might 
be ready to anfwer the queftions which the commiflioners fhould 
afk him, and at the fame time know how his countrymen flood 
affe&ed. He reprefented to them fuch things as they might 
fear from the Romans, who feemed to favour the intereft of 
Lacedaemon more than that of Acbaia. He expatiated chiefly on 
the ingratitude of Areus and Alcibiades, who owed their return 
into their own country to the Achaans. The affembly being 
moved by his fpeech, a decree paffed, condemning Areus , Alci¬ 
biades, and all who attended them in their embafly, to be put 
to death. A few days after the feene was changed, the Roman 
ambafladors arriving, accompanied by Areus and Alcibiades . 
The general aflembly being convened, as foon as Appius ap¬ 
peared there, he took the higheft place, and a&ed rather as a 
judge than a private deputy. He told the deputies, that the 
Roman fenate difapproved of all the proceedings of the Achaans, 
with regard to the Spartans ; he inveighed again# the mur¬ 
derers of thofe who had come out from Sparta to plead their 
caufe before Philopaomen ; and exclaimed againft the abolition ot 
the laws of Lycurgus, which had been fo much admired by all 
nations of the world. Lycortas, in a very appofite fpeech, 
which our readers will find in Livy (lib. xxxix.) defended the 
common caufe of the republic, and the condudf of Philopeemtm 
Appius, however, without taking any notice of the arguments 
of Lycortas , defired the deputies to reffore to LacecUinon her an¬ 
cient rights and privileges voluntarily, left Rome fhould for ce 

them 
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them to it. The affembly, awed by thefe words, defired the 

commiffioners to do what they thought fit, but not oblige the 

0 aans to.break their oath, by annulling the decrees they had 
ffforn to obferve. Appius contented himfelf with repealing the 
fentence that was juft before paffed againft Arms and Alcibiades. 

TTie year following, it was decreed in the Roman fenate, that The 
thofe perfons, who had been condemned by the Ach-eans, Acbaan 
ftould be recalled and reftored; that all fentences pronounced decree an- 
jnthealfemblyof Achaia , againft Lacedatnon, fhould be repealed; nulled at 
and that for the future the Lacedamonians fhould be deemed Rome . 
members of the Acbaan body, and treated accordingly. 
yiardus came into Greece , ana put this fentence in execution, 
obliging both parties to accept and fign the decree. 

This ftorm was fcarcely appealed, when a new one arofe, Mejfene 
Binocrates , a Meffenian , who had a particular enmity to Pbilo - withdraws 
fmen, induced his countrymen to revolt from the Achaans, irfelf from 
and was making preparations for feizing Cor one, a city near the Ad<a~ 
Mejfene , when news of the revolt was brought to Philopamen , an league, 
then praetor the eighth time. This brave Achaan, though he 
was now feventy years of age, and lay fick of a fever at Argos, 
hailed away to Megalopolis , which was diftant above 400 Fur¬ 
longs, in one day, and affembling a choice body of horfe, ad¬ 
vanced towards Mejfene, with a defign to fall upon the revolters. 

On his march, meeting with Dinocrates , he charged and routed 

him; but 500 frefti Meffenians coming up. Dinocrates rallied his 

men about the hills. Philopamen, being now too weak to make 

head againft the enemy, made it his’chief bufinefs to retire in 

good order, bringing up the rear himfelf, and facing about, 

from time to time, to repulfe the enemy. When he ran againft 

the enemy, none of them dared to approach near him. They 

only fhouted, and wheeled about him at a diftance ; but at 

length they entirely furrounded him, and cut off his retreat to his 

own men. However, they durft not .even then come up to him, Pbilopa - 

but attacking him with their darts, drove him into fteep and men is 

ftony places, where his horfe ftumbling, he was thrown to the taken pri- 

ground. By the fall he received a deep wound on the head, foner by 

and lay fenfelefs, till the enemies, thinking him dead, began to the rebels, 

ftrip him. He then opening his eyes, they threw themfelves in 

crowds upon him, bound his hands behind him, and in that 

condition carried him to Mejfene. 

The Meffenians , upon the fight of the hero of Greece reduced 
to captivity, more by an accident than any want of valour, were 
moft of them ftruck with grief; and deploring the vanity and 
inconftancy of human affairs, they wept with compalfion. Di¬ 
nocrates, however, and his party, put him at laft into a dun¬ 
geon under ground, into whicn there came no air nor light 
from without, the mouth being ftopt by a large ftone. 

Mean while, Pbihpatnen* s foldiers made a ftand, calling him 
with loud cries, and reproaching each other with their unwor¬ 
thy efcape. Hearing at laft that he was taken, they fpread the 
news through all the towns of Achala , and an army quickly af- 
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fembled for his refcue. Dinocrates, fearing that delays woul 
have Phi lop amen , refolved to be beforehand with the Achmw 
who put and at night font in the executioner with poifon, When Phi 
him to lopivmen iaw the light, and the man branding by him with thi 

death. poifon, he ftruggled to fit up, and taking the cup, afked th, 

Bef. Ch. executioner if he had heard any thing of the young Megapoil 

|Sj. tans, particularly of Lycortas. The man anfwering that the\ 

had got off l'afe, he nodded, and looking chearfully upon him 
“ It is well,” laid he, ct that we are not every way unfortu. 

*’ Then, without fpeaking a word more, he drank ofi 
the poifon, and lay down again, and being greatly fpent, p re . 
fently died. Such was the fatal end of Ph i lop - men, who was 
called the laft of the Greeks , as Brutus afterwards was ftiled the 
laft of the Romans. 

The news of his death filled the Ach rans , at the fame time, 
Lycortas equally with grief and refentment. Lycortas , being declared 
marches general of their army, which was foon raifed, entered the Mrf- 
2gainlt 


nate. 


J'eman territory} and his troops, being eager to revenge the 


the Mejfe- death of a man, to whom their country owed all its fplendor, 


mans. they ravaged the whole country, and fummoned the rebellious 

city to furrender. The people, in fpite of the pnetor and fe- 
nate, opened the gates to the Ach - an troops, and put them in 
He par* pofiefiion both of the city and caftle. Lycortas , mollified by this 
^ ons fubmiflive behaviour, pardoned their revolt, on condition of 
them, but delivering up the ringleaders of the rebellion, and fuchas 
puniihes were any ways concerned in the death of Pbilopecmen. Dim- 

crates, however, and feveral others, to prevent a more cruel 
death, laid violent hands on themfelves. 

The body of Philopamen being burnt on a funetal pile, his 
allies were depofited in an urn, adorned with feftoons and 
fillets. The urn being then borne by Polybius the hiftorbn, 
was accompanied to Megalopolis by the whole army marching 
in order, and as it were in funeral triumph, all the inhabitants 
cf the neighbouring towns and villages flocking to meet the 
folemn proceflion. The laft honours were paid to him with the 
utmoft pomp and magnificence, and the Mejfeni.n captives, 
who had been delivered to Lycortas , were ftoned at his tomb. 
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By a decree of the Megalopoliians, a bull was to be yearly facn- 
ficed at bis tomb, and ftatues were erected to his memory in 
mofl of the cities of Greece (r). 

The infm- When news was brought to Rome , that the Achaans had re- 
ee'ricy of *h° rc d the city of Mcffenc to the league, their ambafladors were 
the Ro- treated with great refpecl: by the fenate, who told them, that 
p.uns. they h^d been careful not to fuffer arms or proviftons to be car- 


(r) Thirty-feven years after his been an enemy to the Romans. 
daaih, when Mun.mius deftroyed The caufe was heard in council 
Corinth , a Roman attempted to before Mummies, and the charge 
have thefo flames removed, by confuted wi:h great eloquence and 
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lied from Italy to Mejfene. In the beginning of the war, how¬ 
ever, when the Ach*amS olicited their affiftance, they declared, 
they were not bound to.concern themfelves with their domeftic 
difputes, which was an indirect intimation to the other cities to 
renounce the league. This difccvers the infincerity of the Ro¬ 
wans, who now waited to perfuade the Achccans , that they had 
fought all opportunities to ferve them. The Ackaans, at this 
time, were mailers of all the Peloponnefe ; Philip , king of Ma- 
c don, was preparing a-new for war; the /Etolians were difguft- 
ed with Rome, and Antiochus ready to pafs over into Greece. 

No wonder then that Rome was very cautious of giving any um¬ 
brage to the league at fo critical a jundlure. 

The Roman fenate, as we obferved before, had decreed, that 
Sparta Ihould be admitted into the Acheean league. However, 
according to the interpretation of the Acheean ambafiadors who 
returned from Rome , the Lacedecmonian exiles, on account of 
their ingratitude, were not included in that decree. Upon their The Lace- 
report, the exiles were again ordered to depart from Sparta, drmonian 
Thefe exiles, being thus reduced to their former mifery, ob-exiles re¬ 
tained letters from Rome in their favour to the council of Achaia, cur to the 
who anfwered, that the affair fhould be examined upon the Romans. 
arrival of their ambafiadors from Rome . Their ambafiadors re¬ 
turning not long after, declared to the council, that the fenate 
had written in favour of the exiles, merely to redeem themfelves 
from their importunities; upon which, the Achtans thought 
proper not to make any change in what had been decreed. Hy- 
terbates the praetor, and Callicrates , were of a different opinion, 
ft being refolved to fend ambafiadors to Rome , to acquaint the 
fenate with their refolulion, Callicrates and two others were 
fent on this embaffy. Callicrates, upon being introduced into Callicrates 
the fenate, afted in dire<Sh oppofition to his inftruftions. “ If betrays his 
“ the Greeks,” faid he, “ do not obey you, and pay no regard country. 

<c to your letters and orders, you muft blame yourfelves only 
“ for it. In our commonwealth there are two parties, one of 
“ which maintains, that an implicit obedience fhould be paid 
“ to all your orders ; and the other afferts, that the laws of the 
“ country fhould prevail over your will; and this 1'uits belt 
“ with the genius of the Ach*ans, and has a great influence 
“ over the populace. Thofe who comply with your ordinances 
“ are at prefent hated by the people ; but were you to favour 
“ them, the leading men in all the republics of Greece will de- 
“ dare for you, and the populace foon follow their example.” 

Thus the Greeks began to forge their own chains, ambitious 
men proftituting to their private intereft that liberty which their 
anceftors had purchafed, and maintained at the expence of their 
lives. 

Callicrates having thus treachcroufly pointed out the methods 
of weakning and crufhing the Greek republics, the fenate con¬ 
cluded to heap favours on thofe who, right and wrong, declared 
for them, and to depreciate thofe who were true friends to li¬ 
berty, and had the moft noble way of thinking, which became 

I i 4 a con- 
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mans 


The Ro- a conftant maxim of the Roman policy, though cloaked with 

be- pretences to equity and moderation. From this period the Ri- 
gin to a£t mans began to aft more arbitrarily towards the Acb fans , and per- 
in an arbi- emptory orders were fent them, to reftore the Lacedamonian 


trary man¬ 
ner to¬ 
wards the 

Greeks . 


Letters were, at the fame time, directed to the Mtolians 


fenate 


iians, Acarnanians , and other free Hates of Greece , injoining 
them to fee the orders of the fenate put in execution, and ex¬ 
horting them to employ, in their refpeftive commonwealths. 

men onlv of fuch noble fentiments as Callicrates . He. unnn hio 


the Peloponnefe 


Terfus, 

king of 

Macedan 

endea¬ 
vours to 
gain the 


man name, and intimidated the people to fuch a degree, thathe 
was elected praetor, in which office he reftored the Lacedemo¬ 
nian and Mejfenian exiles, and omitted nothing that could any 
ways ingratiate him with the Romans. 

Not long after, Perfeus , fucceeding his father Philip on the 
throne of Maccdon , determined to make off the yoke which 
the Romans had laid on him, and began with attempting to 
draw off the Greek cities and nations from their alliance with 
Rome. To this end, he advanced with a confiderable bodv of 


towards Delph 


friendfhip This 


Creeks 


of the Eumenes, king of Pergamns ; but Perfeus , after confulting the 

oracle, returned to his own kingdom, puffing through Phthiotis 
and TheJJaly , without committing any hoflilities in his march. 
He afterwards fent deputies, or circular letters, to all the free 
ffates, demanding, that they would not continue the hatred 
they might have conceived againfl the father to the fon, who 

courted their friendfhip. 

His principal attention was to reconcile himfelf with the 
Achxans, who, partly from hatred to Philips and partly to pre- 
ferve union among themfelves, had made a decree, prohibiting 
any Macedonian from entering into Achaia , on pain of being 
treated as an enemy to the Hate. The Achaans , by this decree, 
prevented any jealoufy in their new allies the Romans ; but it 
was attended with one bad effect, for the flaves on both tides 
ufed to fly to the enemies of their maflers, where they found a 

+ _ _ « /« « • m /• «« f * 1 • 1 


fiiould 

after that general prohibition. ^ Perfe 

fen 


however, made the firft 


Hep towards a reconciliation, by fending back to the Achtans 
fuch of their flaves as had taken fandtuary in his dominions, 

> - « • i * « « 1 


a 

ff< 


preventing 


any longer a refuge in his dominions. 

His letter being read by Xenarchus , the praetor, in a full ai- 
fembly, was heard with great applaufc, and moH of the leading 
men were for annulling the decree, forbidding all commerce 
with Mace don*. Callicrates remonflrated againfl this propofol, 
and faid, that as there was an appearance of a rupture betwixt 


the Romans and Perfe 
back the flaves. was 


the. c'fji'c 
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therefore exhorted them, as they regarded the welfare of 
their country, to refufe the dangerous prefents, and to confirm 
the decree, forbidding all commerce with Macedon. 

Jrchon , the brother of Xenarchus , endeavoured to prove, that 
the terrors of Callicrates were without foundation, and faid, that 
jt would be time enough to declare againft the Macedonians, 
when they were come to an open rupture wi th Rome. Galli- 
p-ates then reprefenting that the king flighted the afTembly, by 
treating with them only by a fhort letter, the deputies, by this 
artful infinuation, were prevailed upon to refufe, for the prefent, 
the king’s offer. Perfeus, hearing what had paffed at the diet, 
lent ambafladors to make the fame offers; but the partizans of 
Rome ' ufed fuch effectual means, that they were refufed au¬ 
dience. 

Some years after, a war breaking out between the Romans The 
and Perfeus , great divifions arofe in all. the cities and free ftates Achaean 
of Greece, fome favouring the Macedonians , and others adhering adhere to 
to the Romans. The affembly of Achaia was not exempt from the Ro- 
thefe difturbances; but Archon the praetor, though no great mans. 
friend to the Romans , yet forefeeing that they would at laft Bef. Chr. 
prevail, got a decree paffed in the diet, by which he wasim- 169. 
powered to raife what forces he pleafed to affift the Romans. 

Polybius the hiftorian, with fome others, were, at the fame 
time, fent ambafladors to Marcias , the Roman conful in Thef- 
faly, to acquaint him with the refolution of the republic. Mar- The Ro¬ 
am received the ambafladors with great kindnefs, but told them, man gene- 
that, in the prefent pofture of affairs, it was unneceffary for the ral refufes 
Acbaans to put themfelves to trouble or expence, as he did not their afilfl- 
want any foreign fuccours. Polybius fent back his collegues ance. 
with this anfwer, but remained himfelf in the Roman camp. 

Soon after, Polybius was defired by the Achxans to acquaint 
Marchs, that, if he approved of it, they were ready to fend 
5000 men into Epirus , which were demanded by Appius , the 
Roman general in thofe parts. Marcius, however, immediately 
difpatched Polybius home, with orders not to fuffer any troops 
to be fent to Appius. Upon the arrival of Polybius , fome diffi¬ 
culties occurred to the Achaean deputies, he having brought the 
orders of the conful only by word of mouth. In this cafe they 
had recourfe to a decree lately publifhed in Greece by two com- 
miffioners from Rome, prohibiting the allies to fubmit to any 
exa&ion, or even demands, of the confuls, praetors, tribunes, 
without an exprefs order from the fenate. The tyranny 
which the commanders of the Roman fleets and armies exercifed 
over their moft faithful allies, gave occafion to this decree, 
which juftified the Achaans for not complying with the demand 
of Appius. Polybius thus made his court to the conful Marcius , 
and at the fame time confulted the intereft of his country. 

The following year, fuccours being demanded from the Achae- They fend, 
ans by Faulus Mmilius, who fucceeded to the command of the fuccours 1 
domur. army in Macedon , they immediately fent what troops he to Paulas. 
ranted, under the conduct of their moft experienced com- JE mints, 

' . ' manders. 
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manders. Tbefe diftinguilhed themfelves in a very eminej 
manner at the famous battle of Pydna, which put an end to th 
Macedonian war, and obliged Perfeus to deliver himfelf and a 
his children to the Romans. After the defeat of Perfeus th 
Romans began to treat their friends in a quite different manne 
from what they had ufed while they flood in need of thei 

affiftance, Ten commiilioners were appointed to fettle the af 

fairs of Macedcn, and infpedt thofe of Greece ; that is, to profo 
cute and punifh, without any regard to equity, all thofe who, 
during the war, had betrayed any inclination to the Mace¬ 
donians. 

A partial fentence which they gave, In favour of fome /Etolkv 


all 
great 


Mac 


among 


murdered 5^0 fen 
who had ftiewn 


an y affection 
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and infolence of the partizans of Rome. In each city, the lead¬ 
ing men were divided into three factions; the firft for the Mace¬ 
donians* the fecond for the Romans, and the third, which was 
the leaf! numerous, as conlifting only of prudent men, was for 
preferring the public liberty, in oppolition both to the Rowans 
and Macedonians. Though the members of this party were be¬ 
loved in their refpedrive cities, and had ached prudently in all 
their meafares, yet this was not fufHcient to fereen them from 
the vengeance of the Romans. The commiilioners accordingly, 
with great injuftice and feverity, not only quafhed the Macedt- 
nian , but the neutral party, and conferred honours and em¬ 
ployments on fuch only as declared themfelves their acculers 
and enemies. 

The moft fanguine of thefe informers were Callicrates and 
Android das. both Aches a ns. and ereatlv attached to the Roman 
party 


chief 


public, they informed againft all thofe among their country¬ 
men, who were in a condition to difpute the higheft polls with 
them. Callicrates not only accufed his countrymen but many 
others, and gave in a long lift of fuch as had either declared for 

. 1 71 /f T • n r -i r r .1 • 


Macedonians 


JEmilius 


Ep 


J Cj . 

Rome', but as to the Achaans, the commiffi ners lent two of 
their own body to try them in Achaia. They adted in this 
manner, becaule they apprehended that the Achaans, who were 
very powerful, and no lefs jealous of their liberties, would not 
fubmit to go to juftify themfelves at Rome. Befides, they had 
not found any of their letters among the papers of Perfeus , and 
it was neceffary to protedl Callicrates, and the other informers, 
againft the infults of their countrymen. 

One of the commiilioners fent into Achaia, a man of a moft 
vile charafter, complained to the diet, that many chief men of 
their republic had aflifted Perfeus, and therefore ck-fired that 
they might be condemned, arid that he would afterwards name 

them. The whole aflembly cried out. What jtjlice is that? 

NiWe 
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j{ gm e them fiffi, and let them anfwer for thetnfelves; and if they 
j.- ffuiity^ we protnife to condemn them . Since you promife to con - 
fifliin them , replied the haughty Romany all your prators, all who 
have home any office in your republic , or commanded your armies , 

0- c (Tidlty of this crime. At thefe words Xenon , a perfon highly 
rcipefled by the whole league, fpoke to this_ effed : / have been 
by at or, and have commanded the army ; but if any one can charge 
me with having done any thing contrary to the inter eft 0/LRome, 
kt him appear. I am ready to clear myfelf either in the affiembly 
of the Achjeans, or before the Roman Jenate. The Roman took, 
hold of this expreffion, anclfaid, that fince Xenon had named the 
Jenate, he and the rejl could not appeal to a more impartial judge. 

He then named, as accufed perfons, above 1000, all men of A thou- 
diftinguifhed merit, who had nothing fo much at heart as the fand 
welfare of their country. The liberty of Achaia now received Ach&ans 
its mortal wound, the republic being thus deprived at once of com- 
thofe who were moft able to advance its profperity. landed 

Upon the arrival of thefe unhappy men at Rome, they were to appear 
banilhed into different towns of Italy , and kept there dole pri- at Rome. 
foners, as if they had been already tried and condemned by the They are 
aflembly of the Achscans. News of thefe tyrannical, proceedings confined 
arriving in Achaia , the diet fent embaffy after embaffy, begging as prilbn- 
the fenate either to try or difmifs their countrymen. Tire fe- ers in 
nate obftinately infilling upon their having been found guilty Italy „ 
in Achaia , a folemn embafly was at length lent to Ro?ne in their 
behalf. Euratas , who was at the head of the embafly, urged 
the fenate either to try them themfelves, or if they had not 
leifure, then to refer their trial to the aflembly of the Acba- 
iins , who were ready to punifh, with the utmofl: rigour, fuch 
as fliould be found guilty. The fenate were at a lofs what an¬ 
fwer to return to this reafonable requeft. At length, think- The 
ing it but confident with the intereft of Rome to grant either Acbeeans 
of their demands, they anfwered, that it was not expedient for in vain 
the welfare of Achaia , that thefe men fhould return home, folicit 
Such tyrannical proceedings, caufed an univerfal confternation their free- 
ill Achaia. All the inhabitants appeared in mourning habits, dom. 
Callicrates and Andronidas became more than ever the objeds 
of public hatred. Even the children fell upon them in the 
public lireets, calling them traitors and enemies to their 
country. 

Mean while the Achczans fent new deputies to Rome in the After fe¬ 
ature of fupplicants, to folicit the return of their countrymen venteen 
as a favour. Their i'pcech was modeft, and extremely referved; years con- 
rhe Romans neverthelefs continued inexorable. The Achcsans , finemenc 
notwithftanding their bad fuccefs, did not give over foliciting they are 
and importuning the fenate by frequent embnffies in behalf of fen thorny 
their countrymen. But all v/as to no effed, the Romans not 
even differing Polybius , who was one of the exiles, and con¬ 
fined at Rome, to appear before the fenate and plead the com¬ 
mon caufe, 

Seventeen 



49 * 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

A 

Seventeen years were already paffed, when the fenate at !aft 
was prevailed upon to fuffer thofe few Achaans, who were ftill 
alive, to return home.. The great reputation of Polybius, p ro . 
cured him the diftin&ion of living during his exile at Rome 
where by his merit, wifdom, and learning, he gained the love 
and efteem of the greateft men in the fenate. He was particu¬ 
larly dear to the two fons of P. At mi Hus, the youngeft of 
whom, at his requeft, prevailed on Cato the cenfor to efpoufe 

the intereft of the Achaans. 


Ct 


cc 


When the debates concerning 

them were very hot in the fenate, Cato rofe up, and with great 
gravity faid, 44 That to fee the Roman fenate difpute with great 
“ warmth whether fome poor old Greeks fhould be buried in 
“ Italy , or in their own country, would make one think that 
“ they had nothing at all to do.” This pleafantry made the 
fenate afhamed of their conteft, and determined them to fend 
back the exiles. Polybius was for fupplicating the fenate, that 
they might be reinltated in the honours they enjoyed before 
their banifhment j but upon confulting Cato , the Roman told 
him, fmiling, “ Polybius , you do not imitate the wifdom of 
“ TJlyJj 'cs ; you are for returning into the cave of the Cyclops 
for fome poor tatters you have left there.” The exiles ac¬ 
cordingly returned to their own country; but their number 
now amounted only to 300, the reft having perifhed in Italy 
with hunger, grief, and old age, and fome had fuffered like cri¬ 
minals for attempting to make their efcape. Thofe brave 
Achaans who were thus barbaroufly treated, had moft of them 
ferved under the Roman ftandards, and greatly contributed to 
that very victory which rendered the conquerors thus haughty 
and overbearing. 

Polybius either made no ufe of this permiilion, or after vifit- 
xeroains ing Greece quickly returned to Rome , where that very virtue 
at Rome, which had brought him into diftrefs, was the means of pro¬ 
moting him to greater dignities than thofe he had loft. He at¬ 
tended Scipio Asmilianus in all his military expeditions, and fi¬ 
nalized himlclf no lefs in the fervice of Rome, than he had for¬ 
merly done in that of Achaia. 

The The exiles, on their return, found Achaia rent into differ- 

Jchaans ent factions, and the minds of .the common people entirely 
alienated eftranged from the Ro?nans . This averfion being artfully fo- 
from the mented by the chief magiftrates, who were no longer the par- 
jRomans, tizans of Rome , foon broke out into an open war, which ended 

in the entire reduction of Achaia. 

The occa- The following circumftances gave rife to the war. Menalci- 
flon of the Has the Achaan praetor, by birth a Laceda?nonian , upon a pro¬ 
war with mife of ten talents from the inhabitants of Oropus, a city of 
the Ro- Bceotia on the confines of Attica , engaged to prevail with the 

Achaans to aflift them againft the Athenians. Having promjfcd 
Callicrates one half of the bribe, by his intereft he prevailed 
on the diet to efpoufe the caufe of the Oropians : but before the 
Achaan troops could reach that city, the Athenians had taken 
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mam. 
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J plundered it. The avaritious praetor neverthelefs infilled 
having the ten talents, and after he had received them, ab- 
olutely refufed to give any part of them to Callicrates , who 
rom refentment, accufed him of having ufed his utmoft en- 
ieavours with the Roman fenate to withdraw his country ' 

the Acbaan league. '' ’ ’ ’ ' 

jeath, if he had not by a prefent of three talents prevailed upon 

Ditsus, who fucceeded him in the praetorfliip, to acquit him 

jnfpite of all the evidences that were produced againft him. 

Diaus finding that by this Hep he had incurred the popular 

odium, wanted to re-eftablilh his reputation, by attempting to 

get a law palled, fubje&ing the Lacedamonians to the Achaan 


Menalcidas 


contrary 


Romans 


rhole city of Sparta was in an uproar upon the news Quarrels 
of the proceedings of Diaus ; but he advancing againft them at between 
the head of a conliderable army, they humbled themfelves fo t h e Lace- 
far as to entreat him by deputies not to ufe force till all other damomaxs 
means of a reconciliation proved fruitless. Diaus declared that and Acha- 
hehad no quarrel with the Lacedamonians in general, but with anSm 
a few difturbers of the public peace, whom he named, to the 


number 


Thefe 


voluntary banilhment, went immediately to Rome to lay the 
grievances of their country before the fenate. The council of 
Lacedamon , after their departure, pronounced fentence of death 
againft them, which appeafed Diaus. Soon after, however, 
he and Callicrates hearing that the Spartan exiles had proceeded 
to Rome , made what hatte they could after them, to plead the 
caufe of the Achaans. Callicrates dying at Rhodes , whither his 
affairs called him, only Diaus appeared before the fenate for 
the Achaans ; and Menalcidas for the Lacedamonians. By their 
Greek eloquence they difguifed the truth with fuch artifice, that 
the fenators could not come to any determination. Commif- Commif- 
iioners were therefore appointed to examine the affair in Greece ; fioners 
but Menalcidas and Diaus arriving in the Peloponnefe long be- from Rossi 
fore them, put all the country in a flame ; which they, on their drive to 


Diaus 


arrival, could not extinguifli. 

Democritus , who 
railed an army with the defign of attacking the Lacedemonians i 
and notwithftanding he was met on his march by Roman am- 
baffadors proceeding to Afta , who advifed him to fufpend hofti- 
Hties till the arrival of the commiflioners, he proceeded to 
nta. Before the wails he routed the Lacedamonians , who 
having loft 1000 men, retired with fuch precipitation into the 
city, that if he had not been over hafty in founding a retreat, 
he might have taken the place. For this negledl a fine of 
talents was impofed upon him ; and he being unable to raife 


compofi 




bear hoftilities till the arrival of the con;mii£oners j which he 

complied 
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complied with, but at the fame time gained over to the Achaa 
intereft all the cities that bordered on Laconia , and having f 0I 
tified them, kept that country in a manner blocked up. Th 
Lacedamonians , in the mean time, giving the command of thei 
troops to Menalcidas , he imprudently broke the truce by f ur 
prifing and plundering a city in Laconia fubjeft to the Achaans 
The Lacedamonians , afraid of the refentment of the Roman j 
propofed to punifti him j but he prevented them by laying vio 
lent hands on himfelf. 

Not long after Aurelius Orcjles , and the other commilfioners 
arrived at Corinth ; and the Achaan diet, at his requeHr, affem- 
bling in that city, he opened the conferences with a fpeed 
calculated rather to create than compofe divifions. Polybius is 
of opinion, that he exceeded the inftruftions he had brought 
from Rome, and changed the menaces of the fenate into abib- 
lute orders. He told them, that Rome , by their continual dif- 
fentions, was at laft convinced that a happy union among the 
free ftates of Greece could never be effected, fo long as theii 
prefent form of government fubfilled - } and concluded his fpeech 
with thefe words: “ It is the will and pleafure of the Roman 
<c fenate and people, that all the cities that were not formerly 
“ of the Acheean league, namely, Corinth , Lacedecmon , Ar- 
“ gos , Heraclea in Thejfaly , and Orchomenos ill Bceotia , be lepa- 
‘ c rated from the general alliance, and governed by their own 
cc laws independantly of the confederacy.” The Acheean de¬ 
puties would hear him no farther, but leaving the alfembly, 
and reporting this decree to the Corinthians , the multitude was 
enraged to the higheft degree, and fell upon all the Lacede¬ 
monians they could find in the city. Thofe who fled to the 
houfe of the commilfioners were dragged from thence, and the 
incenfed people would have treated the Romans themfelves in 
the fame manner, had they not faved themfelves by a timely 
flight. 

The commilfioners, upon their return to Rome, are fid to 
have exaggerated the infults they received at Corinth beyond 
meafure, and to have reprefented the tumult as a premeditated 
plot. The fenate was highly incenfed at fuch proceedings, 
and immediately deputed Sextus Julius , with lome other com- 
milfioners, into Achaia; but inflrueted them to complain with 
moderation. Carthage was not yet taken, nor the two pre¬ 
tended fons of Pcrfcus entirely fubdued; fo that it was neceliary 
to aft with caution in regard to allies lo powerful as the Jchee- 
ans. The commilfioners meeting a deputy fent by the Acham 
to Rome to acquaint the fenate with their proceedings againft 
Orejtes , they carried him back with them to Asgium , where in 
the general diet Julius fpoke with an air of mildnefs that was 
natural to him, and excufing the violence of the late tumult, 
declared, that the Romans would be appealed with the leau: 


fign of repentance. 

As Julius had defignedly omitted faying one word of f-'pa- 

rating any city from the Achaean league, Bis moderate remon- 
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fences 



me iiuv..—,- Dietus and Critolaus, however, in their pri- Crltchzs 
0 meetings with men of their own fa&ion, laid, that it and D#Vs 
V ?, dangerous to truft the leaning moderation of the Renews ; fl.; r U p th 
H Rome only fufpended her revenge till Carthage was de- ^ 
ftroved • wherefore if they did not raile up enemies againft her, r 

thev would loon fee her legions laying wafte the Pehponnefe as a«»<uk 
JL J | ia d ravaged Africa. In public, however, they fpoice a 

different language ; and Critolaus , who was praetor, invited 
the commiffioners to Tegea to meet an extraordinary diet, in 
hich the affairs of Lacedaemon fhould be amicably adjufted. 

'critolaus, however, took his mcafures in inch a manner, that 
he prevented any deputies from going to the congrefs. At 
wh he came alone, but told the deputies, that nothing 
could be concluded with the Lacedemonians but in a general 

diet which could not be affembled according to law in lels 


than fix months. 


Julius , who dif- The com- 


i UiO -- # - o j ' 

miffing the Laccdamomans returned to Rome, where he com- imiiioners 
plained that the republic and her ambafiadors had been in- return di£ 
fuited. The prtetor, on the other hand, gloried in having mor- pleafad to 
tined Rome in her envoys, and being defirous of war, he hoped’ 
that the haughty Romans would be as effectually exafperated 
by contempt as by open hoftilities, which he durft not com¬ 
mence for fear of being cenfured by his own nation. 

Rome, however, was not in hafte to come to an open rup¬ 
ture, but lent orders to Metellus , who was then in Mace don, 
to treat with Critolaus as of himfelf. Metellus immediately dif- 
patched four Romans of diftinguifhed birth into thePelopcnnefe, 
to represent to the affembly of Achaia the evils which Critolaus 
and his partisans were drawing upon them. Critolaus , with¬ 
out juftly confidering the conlequences of his conduft, ftill 
continued, by all poffible means, to ftir up the multitude againft 
the Romans ; and when the four deputies from Metellus arrived Thede- 
at Corinth, he treated them worfe than thole who had been fent puties of 
from R.omc. He obliged them to declare their bufmefs to the Metellus 
populace affembled in the market-place; and tho they fpoke are alfo 
with great moderation, he fo influenced the mob, that they fell in faked at 
upon them, loaded them with reproaches, and drove them with Corinth .. 
all manner of affronts out of the market-place*. . All the 
Acbisans, particularly the Corinthians, were at tnis time furi- 
oufly enraged againft the Romans , who, they were perfuaded, 
intended to enflave them, and absolutely to deftroy the Achcsan 

league. 

l he turbulent praetor finding all things fucceed to his with, 
inflamed the multitude againft Inch of the nobility as refufed- • 
to enter into his views, and even accufed two men of un- 





ia Achaic. Crofius. Polyb. 

blamcable 
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the 


The 

Achaans 

declare 


tftat paffed in the national aflemblies. - —-*—~ tr -~ vwiummu 
one of thefe accufed perfons without any form of trial, Criu 

* • .1 _ na 11 fad war fro np nerlnr^d 


The 


affembly, caufed war 


taus 9 mmencALftuunu!,, • J. A,- 

_ the Lacedemonians, and in confequence indirectly agamftth 

oainft" the RnnaHS ; declaring, that it was not without previous gcgd ra ea 
gamu me he had un dertaken to make head againft the Romans 

Lacedee- had king3 \ n ^is party, and that the republics were alfi 

, * • * T 7 «>nn rafrinn of fhe war. OtVi 


won} am 

and jRo- 
tnans . 


Upon tne declaration ui uic war, me am 

One of them repaired to Lacedamon , t< 
the Achaans ; another fet out for Naifa. 

Macedon. Metellus 


ready to join in it. 
bafladors feparated. 
watch the motion c 

tus , and the othei r ~- -», 

without waiting for the orders of the fenate out his array m 

motion, and began his march for Achat a. Mean while the 

Boeotians and Chalcidians being difcontented with a fentence 

• d-d-i- Metellus , entered into the rafh nW"r« 


and 


Achaans 


moft 


L LllCir ai iilo WIUI LIXU 1 C 01 UU! 

aids, believed themfelves able 


were they blinded with their rage and fury. Both Critolm 

- , J i_1 __ tho mimlipr f PVilPS wnn nad 


Diaus 


determined 


oeen icept - - . 

revenge themfelves, even at the ex pence of their country. 

•. 7_ ...U'la Ua time Kpltpmnor Hcfflclcd- receiVlIlP in 


Metellus 


Achaia 


" ~ ^ 

immediately decamped, 

_ i f __ . A __ 1 . P.. _ _ « _ 


Metellus 
defeats 
the Acha 
am. 


ant pafs of Thennopyla. Metellus 
laft 


Tho : 


ana at iau came up *“*** ..*. ,, 1 

ticulars of this battle are not mentioned, we may well con 

- « •. fi _ /}pllYLS • r/w nKm 70 tnrtA t\t thpr 


occafion 

Diaus 


prifoners, Critolaus himfelf alfo lofing 
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tion till the following election according to the laws of the- re- 
miblic. He was fcarce invefted with his new dignity, when 
he received the melancholy news that A+mhmu. who. 


hp rPrclVCU Lilw **.wytw —— — %% 

after the battle, had retired to Elatea, had been all to a man 
rtit to Dieces by Metellus. Being refolved, neverthelefs, to 


SElo Tai fe *new'troops with™ the _utmoft expedh 
tion, and publifhed an edi&, ordering 12,000 Haves to be en- 
lifted, and^ that all who were able to_ bear arms, whether in 
Achaia or Arcadia , fhould repair to Corinth to ta.ee the military 

flJuld bring lil their gold and filver into the public 


«Xv. The n$w fully convinced of the dan¬ 

ger that threatned them 5 but as they were embarked in a ^ 
with » enemy they had io toghly P^rokca, they bbnjBv P 


lued the mad fcheme. 


114 U *» -* ,-? •*' r \ _„ „ r o( 

terrified when they heard that a confular army va 

from Rome, that many of the inhabitants gave them- 
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feh'es up to defpair, and either abandoned their country, or laid 
violent hands on themfeives. _ Some had recourfe to" the cle¬ 
mency of Mctellus , flying to his camp for refuge. 

The Roman praetor, in the mean time, drew near Thebe* Tabes 
which had openly declared for the Achesan league. Pythias] poffeffion 
who had perfuaded the To chans to declare for Callicrates, had’ of Pk bes, 
abandoned the city,. and many other citizens had followed his 


.. y Mctclli 

He treated the citizens 


that remained with great cle- 


mency, and laved tne temple and houfes from being plundered; 
Knt Ik a mice on Pythias’s head. Metelh 9 


advanced to au d Mt 

a- Z a >' l 'a 



Mumnius , one of the confuls, being charged with the war He makes 
in Jchaia, Mctellus , to deprive him of the glory of fettling the an offer 
affairs of Greece , fent ne w deputies to treat of peace. He chofe tor an ac- 
ior this embafly three Aches ans of great diflincticn and credit coimno- 
in their own country, and well affected to the Romans. Upon dation. 
their arrival at Corinth , they found the people in general 
inclined to peace, but the praetor and his faction more than 
ever bent upon a war. They 


. by him declared traitors 

and enemies to their country, and then thrown into pri- 

ibn. He could not be moved by any remonftrances to alter his 

meaiures, but fentenced the three deputies to die ; joining even 

in the fame condemnation one &'oficrcites, a venerable fenator, 

whole only crime was his having voted foi- treating of a peace 

with the Romans. Soficrates was put to death by torture • but 

the avaritious praetor fold the deputies their freedom at a great 


price 


Mummius 


- | TT 1 \ \ n « « • . — ***wwv* VVUU 4 . 

a powerful army, rie had battened his march from the fear offul Mum- 


finding every thing pacified at his arrival. When 

It* /t • I • • « 4 .. — 


O 


. . , no r --- .. —* • • “w* jiv appeared vans ar- 

r.ciorc Lornito, his army comilted of 23,000 foot and 3300 horfc, rives m 

bc-fldes a body of Cretan archers, and the troops fent'by Attains Grace. 

V r n re nf Ps fvr.TT-'r nc Mia a :r.^ ?i/r .11 1 n ^ 


king of Pcrgamus 


Met 


1 /• 1 1 /I J • r - --- - *W J 

he mould lhare with him the glory of concluding the war. 



i.po 


Dies us 


foolilh 


m tne t 

The A 


iority 


Diesus 


rang confident of vi&ory, affembled all his troops, who were 

I'l* ■ i» . . » * 1 • ^ " wanted .experience and 

cilciphne, his faction having removed from the fervice and from 

tne public councils fuch as were capable of commanding the 
troops or directing ’ 


vol. i. 


affairs. 


K 


k 
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The 

jld a mis 
entire’;/ 
defeated 


Diaus 


(llm ivti w* V/I ~ ‘j'----- 

hills of the {laughter he was going to make cf the enemy, an! 
had alio ordered a great number of waggons to folfow the armv 

Romans, The battl 


by to be loaded 


Itil USy 



{laughter was fo dreadful, that we are told the two leas divided 
by the ifthmus were dyed with blood. As Corinth was at that 


JjlcdlS 


retired thichc, might have held out a long time, and obtained 
an honourable capitulation from MnvurJus, who wanted to put 


J 


to It 


threw 


•.vise ta:;c 
and phm 
tiers (.&- 


capit 

a ,‘peccly end to the war : but abandoning himfelf to defpair, 
\, n +',.11 fpeed to Megalopolis, and entering his houfe iet fire 

his wife into the flames, and put an end to his 

wretched life by poifon. 

s After this defeat, the Corinthians loll all hopes of defending 
them (elves, and moil of the inhabitants fled to other places for 

' - 4 1 / V 'M ^ /• f 


n 


* I A * * % 

} it* ft 


Tho’ the gates of the 


city 

anibufcacle, remained 


fafety, leaving the city deferted. 
were open, yet Munim.ins , fearing fom 
in fu{pence for three days. He then entered the city at the head 
of his troops, and abandoned it to be plundered by his foldiers. 
All the men who remained in it were put to the fword, and 
the women and children fold for (laves to the bed: bidder. The 
immenfe fpoils that were carried off by the Roman army can¬ 
not be reckoned. There were more vcflcls of all forts of me- 
r tals, more fine pictures, and ibtues of the greatcjl. matters in 

ipousor Corinth, than in anv city of the world. Here all the liberal 


The rich 


umt city. flrts werc fo rou ght to their greatefc perfection, and all the prin¬ 
ces of Europe and A fa, who had any taiTc in painring ami feuip- 
ture, had their richefl moveables from hence. Many indli- 
mahle pieces of the moil famous painters and ftatuaries fell into 
the hands of the foldiers, who cither ddlroyed them, or parted 

with them for a few drachmas. 

Pol)bins, who upon the fi rib news of this war had flattened 

from 'Africa to Greece , to do his country what fcrvice he could, 

was an eye-witnefs of the want of tafte of the Romans. He 

id the mortification to fee the Roman foldiers playing at dice 

picture of Ariftidc 

of the world. .r.— cn • ; 

ntent table to play upon ; but when the fpoils of Corinth 

‘ * 1 jt J t 1 i * r t\ rr* . .1 .1 
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ui 


y 


p 


com 


f A 


notwithffanding the complaints or Attains. He did not, how¬ 
ever, appropriate it to himfelf, but placed it in the temple or 
Ceres. Mean mi us was a great warrior, but foams to have had no 
tulle for painting or feuipture ; for when he put the Corinth-on 
pictures and ftatues on board the tranlpoits, he told the mairus 

* O' 
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0 f the veflels very ferioufly, that if any of them were either 
loft or fpoiled, he would oblige them to find others at their 
roll: ; as if any other pieces could have fupplied the lofs 

own n . , . t 

of thofe inefl'imable originals. 

Corinth being thus pillaged, the houfes were fet on lire, and Corinth 
the whole city continued univerfally in flames for feveral days. re duccd to 
In this-immenfe conflagration, the gold, iilver, and brafs which a ft. cs> 
t |, P Corinthians had concealed, were melted, and ran down the n e f chr. 


ftreets in ftreams, producing a famous mixt metal which art 
could never imitate, and which was greatly efleemed in the 
following ages under the name of Corinthian brafs. The walls 
of the city were demolifhed and razed to the very foundation. 

4-U s?rr* ,7 Tt7MO O 1 fr* fn Vpm lo in /oo Ktr the 
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It does not appear that the Achasans had any thoughts of 
ruling new troops for the defence of their country, or that they 
i urn mo ned any aflembly to deliberate on the mcafures necef- 
fary to be taken. One would have thought, from their gene¬ 
ral inactivity, that the Aches an league had been entirely buried 
in the ruins of Corinth , fo much had the dreadful deilruction of 
that city alarmed and univerfally difmayed the people. Ten 
commiflioners arrived from Rome, to regulate the affairs of j-« 

Greece in conjundfion with the conful. Thefc abolifhed po- V/, 

. • ti » • • ^ n i i * /i i • n fJ * zt7i%+ 

oular government 


m them, wno wei 


in all the cities, and efiablifhed magiftrates y, vert iy 
•e to have a certain revenue cut of the pub- „-X.' nr 



rovince of Achaici; becaufe at tlie taking of Corinth, the Aches- ] c?crue 
ns were the moft powerful people of Greece. 1 he whole na- (Pfiblved* 


p r o \ 
a, 


tion paid an annual tribute to the Romans, who font a praetor 
thither every year to govern it. Before the arrival of the com- 
miffioners, the conful had fold the lands of the Corinthians, 

he had 
s had 


wnicn were 

condemned t 


in great part purchnfed by the ilicyomans ; h 

:o flaverv all the Corinthians and inch flaves a 

—. *._ _ - . • • 1 


taken arms againft Rome ; he had ordered the Ashmans to pay 
the Lacedemonians coo talents for the Ioffes they had fuffered’, 
and had difmnntled Thebes, Cbalcis , and fome other cities that 
had joined the Achasans in the war. Polybius , at this time, as 
we have formerly mentioned, juftified the conduct of Philopes - 
ifht! againit the accufations of a certain Roman, who wanted his 


ftatues deft rayed on pretence that he had been an enemy to th 
Tenons. Ahtmmitis, and the ten commiflioners, not only de¬ 
creed that the ftatucs of Plnlobtcmcn fhould not be touched, 
but r 



a fignal proof of his difmtereftcdnefs : for when the effects of inrcreii- 
Dieus were nut up to file, tho’ the commiflioners ordered him ct i n ds of 
t© take out of them v/hat he pleafed for nothing, he refufed jch-lius. 
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his, in rcfufing to appropriate to himfclf any of the fpoils of hi; 
country, he gave the commiflioncrs fuch an idea of his virtue anc 
probity, that they appointed him to vifit all the cities of Greece 
and every where fettle the new form of government. He dip 
The lie- charged this honourable commiinon to the fatisfaclion of the fe- 
noa. s paid nateof Rcmr, and thcAehamns, whoerecled many ftatues in honoui 
himhv die of their benefaefor, and among others, one with this inicription. 
CVcJ}. Ti the memory of Polybius, whoje emnjels hadfaved Aehaia ifibq 

had barn followed , and who comforted her in her diibefs. From 


if 

—■ — . ' • * * / J i/ %/ ” '-••I 

this time Ach'd a was governed by a praetor as a Roman pro- 
vince till the reign of Nero, who refrored all Greece tothecn- 

. , 1*1 . . T : aL.v_ \P\ • n \ , 
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they brought anew upon themfclves by their domeftic broils and 
difeord. Under Aw tv;, forne fhadow at lead of their liberty 

' « « n • H 1 I * 


was 


reflored to them ; but they were Hill governed by a Ri- 

. « « 1 * S* 1 


of Con/ianti 

y i AiUI T . * -- --- - ^ # 

Great, who fubjedled Aehaia to the Prefed at Pratorio of llij- 
rienmh Upon the divifton of the empire, Aehaia, with the reft 
of Greece, fell to the emperors of the call. The Goths, under 
their king Alar::-, laid wafte the whole country, reducing the 
Irately and magnificent [fruit arcs that were then remaining to 
heaps of ruins. Tire emperor Manuel, in the izth century, 
divided the Pclspoimcfc into feven principalities, which he gave 
bis feven fens, filling them defpotes or lords of Morca. Its 
^.unblance to the leaf of a mulberry-tree, called in Grid 
Morca, gave occafion to this appellation. Tiiele dynaflies af¬ 
terwards were not only bellowed on the emperor’s children, 
but alfo cn fuch others as had diftingwi/hed themfclves in the 


f 4 


fervice of their country. Con/iantinoplc, in the 13th century, 
being taken by the weftern princes, the maritime cities of the 
Morca, with moft of the iHands, were alloted to the Venetians 
In the 13th century, the emperor Corjlnntiuc Draco/es divideu 
this province between his two brothers Demetrius and Thoms, 
who making war upon each other, Mohammed II. took ncivan- 
fnge of their diviftons, and fl ript them both of their dominions, 
The Mohammedans foon made themfclves mailers of the whole 
orovince, and held it till they were driven out by the Vemtum 
|j- if/ij. By the treaty of Carhveitz in 1699, the 7 urks yielded 

it up to the republic of Venice , but retook it in 1715? alK * ir 
their bauds it ft ill continues. 
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'The hifiory of JE r o 1, i a , 
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was, in the times we are now writing of, next in power to 
that of Achat a , arid formed much upon the fame pi an*. Their 
general alfemhly met usually once a year in autumn; but the 

on 


\r 


laws, declaring war, making peace, crV. there was another 
court called the Apscfij., ant vac ring to the DemiuvrJ among the 
Achatms. Their chief magiftrutes after the nrretor were t)\» 


general of the horfc, the public iccretary, and the ephori. 
The two fidt were held in great efteern, and the ephori were 
introduced in imitation of the Lae,Ate mMuvis, with whom 
they were many ages ft richly united. They acted in Coordi¬ 
nation both to the general diet and the praetor; but a-.- ro their 
number, the antients ate quite filent. The confederacy of the 
Atdlans was formed fome time after that of the Ji:b,ry>;s[ whole 


example they followed, to enable them to with!land the ambi¬ 
tious defigns of the Maced Mem princes. 

The A-toUo.nc were a rcftleis and turbulent people, utter The eha- 
ftrangers to all fenfe of friendfhip or principle of honour. In vaa-.- of 
fhort, they were looked upon by the other Hates of Greece, t 


according to Polybius, no other wile than as outlaws and public , 
robbers. On the other hand, they were bold and -nterpric¬ 
ing in war, inured to labour and hardship:-, and. runted in the 
great eft dangers, and zealous defenders of their 'i'v.uic.;, as wo 
lkil have occalion to relate in the hifiory of s?.:;;:cnuhr and ids 
luccedors, who were forced to ‘grant them a peace upon very 
honourable terms. At pref-w: we fit all cnnft.v ..uriVlve.; to 
thofe occurrences ondy which happened after they had farmed 
themudves into a renublic, from their ieukuiV of ..he crowm'* 

4 ^ ^ « # • 

power of the A:h •- ans. As they bo; e an irrcconciicable hw-vd 
to the Alb--mu, they kindled the C!e::sr v; -.ear, and t.hr.:. of 
the allies, in the heart c.f the P. which we have al¬ 

ready related, with no edwr view but to humbie tinan. h ; -he 
latter they held out, with the rdfiftan.ee on 1 •.* r.f • ly• T • .-.J 

Laccd'tini'ihv for three Years again ft w - w ■ 

t 1 0 ^ 

plena: a and As they re force-: : ci■ r •. ...c a. ^ • yv 

by viclclinc up Acnrnar, : n 1 o Phllh, Toy w;r.:md ali -w - ,;«... 

iiities of wrcdting it again out of the . o h; idj • ..ud 

one very favourable for their dcfign foon. oft’-.red, 
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As Philip had entered into an alliance with Hannibal , an: 
was threatning to invade Italy, the Romans had given the com 
niand of a fleet of co {hips to M. Valerius La.virus, to u-w, 


his motion 


3 « 


He being informed that the sj. 


Italians were himi'- 


t,n-i 


diflatisfied with the late peace, refolved to improve their an- 

content to the advantage of his republic; and invitingfurncr. 

their chief men on board as he cruifcd along their cordis, 1 >; 
enlarged on the great advantages they would receive by an alli¬ 
ance with the Romans, who would protect them agair.it thcii 


Renee- 


powerful and ambitious neighbours the Macedonians. 
ine the fame thing at their general diet, Scepsis, the Mm-. 


pnetor, and Dorimachus, a man of great authority, ftroap,. 
enforced his arguments, and expatiated with all the clocnanm 
they were mailers of in commendation of the Romans. Tilde 
They two chiefs not only propofed. an alliance between the J'tdisi; 
make an anc J Romans, but fent ambafilidors to Elis, Lacedaemon, to 

alliance 


• 1 


\v11n tne 
Remans. 


Bef. Chr 


n ] f 

•V i 1 • 



cyra, were to belong to the confederates, and the captives and 
booty to the Romans, who were to do their utmofc to put the 
JE to liens in polTeffion of Acanumia. I\'o peace waste be con¬ 
cluded with Philip, till he mould evacuate the territedes of til 
the allies. Tito’ this treaty, by the dilatcrinds of the Rm.-nu, 


cl i 


trer, hofrilitics however began 
Lievimis feized on the illandnad 
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bilip or 


was not ratified till two yea 
as foon as it was concluded, 
city of Zacynihus, took Armada:, 

Acarnania , and rcftcrcd them to the tciiavs ; after which he 
retired with his fleet to Cor cyra, where he wintered. 

Philip , upon hearing of the treaty concluded by the ,ft> 



r 

>\la cd~;i Hans, laid a fide hi 




0 .vi! r ;n or impair/: I tabu and early ihc to> 
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Cil 


lowing fpring invaded me -fi toll an territories, nth 
foon after to withdraw, in order to defend his own dominion:; 
again fl: the ATtvdi, a people of Thrace, Scopas, the S-.uIm j> re- 
tor, entered Acarnania, in hope.-; of reducing that country be¬ 
fore Philip could return. Lesvinus, at the fame time, approach¬ 
ing the coafl with his fleet, on board of which was a leg.on for 

; fcnfiblc that thev could not 


land iervice, tne sicarnamans were 
onr.ofe both their enemies at the fair, 
resbived io fell their lives at the dearer" rate. 


v> 


tim_- ; but ncvcrrhelcis 
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children. 
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fuch 


men, 

that remained bound themfclves l>\ 


Having but into 

were notable 

oath 


'? s 


Efims ail their 
to bear arms, thoi 

not to return to their dwellings till they had utterly deifroyee 
the A- isiians ; defiring the Ef irsts 
with the following epitaph : Here 


to bury them m one 



the 


Acarnamans, ur 


died fighting for their country m opp I j fl tO i u L 
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to do any thing 
conquer or die. They 


!',0i that they returned home without offering 
that might provoke a people refolved to conque 
turned their arms again ft Anticyra, and Lavimts, at the fame The 
time, inverting it by Tea, Toon made himfelf mafter of it. La- JEtoU.vn 
yiuiis referving for his own troops the captives and the plunder, and* 
delivered up the city to the - / - toll mu ; who, flulhed with t!us/^, Vj . 

s* 1 Jf 1 * f * * 4 f f* ! r \ • 


■lip 


Demetrius in c £hefj, 


fake 

ra 9 


his allies. On his march, the yitolian army, commanded by 
their praetor Pyrrhias , mec him near Lamia , a city of Pbihiotis. 
Tho’ the sEtoliars were reinforced by iooo Roman legionari 



tory, gtai 

ceflionof the ambafikdors from the king of ‘Egypt? and from 
the Chians, Rhodians , and Athenians , who offered their media¬ 
tion to put an end to the war. Philip put off the conferences 
till the next diet of the Aehmans , and at the invitation of the 
Greeks went to Argos , where he prefuled at the Her a an and 
Nemam games. The Greeks confirmed this diftinction to him 
by their fuftVages, on a pretence, that the firft king of Ma- 
cetlon was a native of Greece. The king behaved in this ftation 


like a voluptuous prince. 


up 
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and the conferences being opened, all parties feemed inclined ces for 
to a reconciliation, fearing that Attains and the Romans would con dad- 
take advantage of their divifions and get footing in Greece, ing a 
The Aitolians, however, foon altered their conduct; for hear-peace, 
ing that the Roman fleet under Sulpitins was arrived at Naupac- 
tus , and Attains with his fleet at Aigina , they declared they 
would confent to no peace unlefs Pylus on the ccaft of MeJJ'e - 
tiia was reftored to the AAeJJenians , Atintania on the weftern 
confines of Macedon to the Romans , and the country of the 


The con- 


Ardians on the caftern part of hlyricum , to Pleuratus and Scer- 
dilaidr.s. Thefe terms being rejcited with fcorn by Philip and 
his allies, the king returned to Argos to pre-fide at the Hemet an ferences 
games, which fucceeded the Herman. Sulpitins , in the mean broken 
time, landing his forces between Si cyan and Corinth , ravaged off. 
the neighbouring country, which obliged th 
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ihe enemy, upon his arri- »' 
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val, abandoning their booty, and re-embarking for NaulMclus, ' r ‘-* 

Philip returned to the games, where he was received with an rmif-i 'ey 
tmiveifal applaufe ; but he gained more on the affections of the • ’ Ap. 
Greeks, who were zealous republicans, by his affable behaviour, 'Hi- Ch. 
and the popular airs he affected, than by his victories. ao2» 

_ Some days after the games, Philip being informed that the 
city of Dymc, on the confines of Elis, had declared for the 


Mtolians , he marched into the Elean territory, which he ra- 
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of the garrifon, which confided of Romans and Italians h" 
took a ihong hold of great importance. Immediately after he 
was obliged to return to Mace don, which was invaded by the 
Dardamans. He left 3000 men to protect his friends in Gnu. 
_'ir tchans but during his abfence, the Romans and JEtolians pofleifin« 
and I<o- themfelves of Oreum , Opus , Tor one , Tribonos , and Drymus he 
mamra alee marched back with incredible expedition into Greece , after har- 
ieverai ing fettled the affairs of Macedon. Upon his arrival, Attains 
nqudls. and the Romans abandoning the continent, Philip retook molt 

of the cities which had been reduced in his abfence, laid wait" 
great part of AEtolia, and having put the Lacedemonian: to 
flight, marched back his forces in the beginning of winter into 
Macedon , T ne following fpring, entering Jktoha at the head 
of a numerous army, he obliged the JEtolians to conclude a 


co 


A pr 

conclud¬ 

ed. 

Bef. Ch. 

ZOiU 


peace upon very difadvantageous terms. 

Tho* the Romans had left the Mtclians to fhift for themfelves, 
yet they took it very much amifs that they had made a peace with¬ 
out their confent. They then's (elves foou after conci uded a peace 
with the king; but in a few years rcfolving again to renew the 
war, they lent Furius Purpurea to folicit the friend (hip of the Ft'.- 
Hans. He was attended by the envoys of Athens ; and at the fame 
time ambaffadors from Philip arrived with very advantageous 
propolals in cafe the AFolians would either join their matter or 
(land neuter. Thefe envoys were heard before an affembly of 
the Mtolians at Naupnclus , and Democritus the praetor, being 
bribed by Philip , directed that the Macedonians (hould be heard 
before the Romans. 

After the feveral atr.l-afiadors had made their fpeechc." to the 
affembly, mod of the members were inclined to favour the 
Romans ; but Democritus fufpended their determination, by al¬ 
leging, that as the affembly was not general, nothing relating 


to peace or war could be rcfolved upon. 'The proconsul mil- 
pitius , foon after penetrated into die king’s dominions, mid 
defeated him near Udiohbhunu the A tolians at length declared 


The 

AF<Fan: f 

declnc defeated him near OSiohphurn, the A tolians at length declared 
for t ve 

j Roman; 

againft 


for the Romans , and in conjunction with A my under rh 
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of the Albanianss, a final 1 nation 01 
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1 file* 
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Ions , they made an irruption into Macedon , and beiieged Ccr- 
Philip. ciriutn , a city of Magnejia. All the people in the neb hboar- 

Bef. Ch. hood of the lake Badns, alarmed by this fudden inv.ffion, fed 
201. with their beft effects to the adjacent mountains; fo that the 


Etoiians , finding no more booty there, fell upon the province 
of Pcrrhechia , took idle city of Gy a dim in Ths/pdy by af:auk, 
and obliged the citizens of Ala lima near Thermopylae to join 
them againft the king of Maccaon. 

From Mall tea , A my under was for marching againft Gendin, 
featecl near the barings of the Pcncns ; but the Aotolians chok 
rather to pills 

conveniently fituated to protect his nnall dominions. 

aftations in The duly , but fcp:i- 

contrary to the advice 


<T{* 


Thetjaiy , than aiiift him in taking a city is 
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of hinder, and lying clown m the open fields, without any The d 
form of encampment, they were at length furprifed by Philip, Ham L. 
and almoft all cut to pieces. Amyander having had the precau- prifed and 
ticn to place his men in a fortified camp, by that means prevent- routed by 
td them from being furprifed, and at night marched off with Philip. 
thole /Etolians who had taken reluge with him, and having 
efcaped through by-ways, they arrived in their own countries. 
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/Etolians next year again entered Thejfaly , 
Awca* T/heuma, Caiathama , Achorra , Xi 


eat 




tants to the fword, or felling them for Haves to tiie bell: bidder. 

While Philip *[s power continued formidable, the Romans fa¬ 
voured the /Etolians above the other nations of Greece , and the 
/Etolians on the other hand continued Heady in the interefc of Their 

w . -r\ r. rW .11 i r . \ •* •. , . ' O 


vccphala , the fame good underihmding did not continue be- viour at 
tvvixt the two allies. Flaminhts , the Roman general, began to the battle 
teat the /Etolians with an air of fuperiority, and they, in a o fCi-nccc- 



rally, and laved them the fhame of a dishonourable flight. In 
the longs which they difperfed all over Greece , they named them- 
klves as the chiefs, and the Romans as their auxiliaries. 

Flammius was greatly fired at their infolent reports, which 1. ifoutes 
much leflened his reputation among the Greeks j and to fhew betwixt 

<i l _ _ _ _ 


his relentment, he 
without confulting 


Philip 

agreed 


with thefc deputies upon a truce for i c days, and even mromifed 


d 


aims. 



;nr of abiolute authority and independance on the other allies, 
flocked the /Etolians to fuch a degree, that they fpread a re¬ 
port in all the cities of Greece , that Flaminius was betraying the 
common etude, and that he had been bribed by Philip. 

Flaminius having invitee! all his allies to affifi: at the confer¬ 
ences with the king, went to the place appointed for the inter¬ 
view, near the vale of Tempo, and fir it confulted with his con¬ 
federates. Amyandcr and the Jlch.cans ipoke with a great d.jal 
or moderation, and only begged that he would conclude fuch a 
peace as might enable Greece to preferve her liberties in the ab~ 
knee ol the Romans. Alexander , one of the heads of the / Etolians , 
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/acra>uk, , declared that the Romans never intended to carry on 
nreconcileablc war with Philip , but to grant him a peace 
itnever he fubmitted to the terms preferibed by them and their 
which was alfo agreeable to the treaty of alliance among 
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the confederates. He reprefented to the deputies that it was no 
their in ter eft to dellroy the kingdom of Macedon , which fervet 
them as a barrier againft the Thracians , who, if not checked b\ 
it, would certainly over-run all Greece. Thefe Gauls, accord 
ing to Strabo , had fettled between the Danube and Maceikn 
Phaneas , the JEtelian praetOr, ftill infifted that Philip , jfj u 
was left in polfeffion of Macedon , would loon kindle a new wai 
in the heart of Greece. Flaminius interrupted him in a paiTion. 
and faid, that he would put it out of Philip’s power to make 
any further attempts upon Greece. 

What made him follicitous for a peace, was the news he re¬ 
ceived, that Antiochus the Great was ready to make an irrup¬ 
tion into Europe , at the head of a powerful army. Four days 
after, Philip appeared at the congrefs with an air of ftibmiffioii, 
and without any preamble declared, that he accepted the articles 
which he had hitherto rejected, and referred all other matters to 
the Roman fenate. Pheeneas , the JEtolian praetor, afked him 
peremptorily, whether he was willing to reftore to the Mtslm 


lip 


iff a, Pharfalas 


the pretenfions of the Mtolians , faid with fome warmth, Tie 
city of Thebes belongs to the Romans : I was the man ivbo appear¬ 
ed before it , and to me it firrendered. Phancas urged, that the 
demand of Flaminius was contrary to the treaty, but at length 
the aflembly determined in favour of the Roman. By thefe pro- 

___ A m A « • a I 

ceedings the /Eton 
foon difeharged itfelf upon that unhappy nation. 

A peace A truce being then granted to Philip for four months, to nc- 
poncluckd gociate a peace at Rome , he fent ambafiadors thither for that 
with Phi- purpofe, the /Eiolians alfo fending their deputies to obftruchm 
lip contra- accommodation, if poflible, but without effect, for the articles 
yy to the cf the treaty were ratified by the Romans. The Mtolians were 
jnclimti- the only people in Greece difiatisfied with the peace. I hey had 
pn cf the been refuted feme cities which they claimed, and thought their 
.Mtolians. fervices very ill rewarded by the Romans , who, they pledged, 
Bef. Chr. could not have conquered without their affiftance. 


Though 


196. 


Fh 


cimimu 


..had declared all the cities and ftates of Greece free, th^ 

Mtolians , nevcrthelefs, made complaints to the general diet 01 
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ipl 


Romans; but finding themfelves tlii- 


avs 


If Jr of Syria, to Nabis , tyrant of Lacedaemon , and even to their 
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I he two latter had 
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Ro- 


felt the power of the Romans , who had impofed hard conditions 
gainft upon them, and the former was mitigated by his ambition and 

the perfuafion of Hannibal , to declare war againft the Rcmorrs. 
7 ''ne AEiolians chofe for their praetor one Thoas , an inveterate 
enemy to biome, who aiTembiing a general diet at El an poet ns, 
fo irritated the deputies againft Rome , that a decree paired with¬ 
out orpofition, empowering him to fend ambafiadors to all t»e 


ns am. 


Purfuant to this decree, Damoa 


matched 



pate 
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Laccdamon , Nlcander to Macedon , and Dicearchus 


■mp 


nation ; but Nabis immediately took up arms and befieged Gy- 
t'orum, a maritime city, which he had been obliged to give up to 
the llcbaans. The Romans , knowing the difaffe&ion of the 
Minims, lent ambafiadors into Greece to defeat their lrjeafures. 
Before the arrival of thefe ambafiadors, the JEtoiian envoy had 
returned from Antiochus , and had brought with him an ambaf- 


/Etoh 


The 


dors among whom was Flaminius, hearing that Thoas and his 
party, before the aflembling of the diet, were induftrioufly 
magnifying the great riches and power of Antiochus , they bri¬ 
bed lome of the JEtoiian chiefs to thwart his deligns. Flaminius 
alfo engaged the Athenians , to fend deputies to the afiembly of 
Atolia, there to fupport the intereft of the Romans. The Sy¬ 
rian ambafTador being admitted to the diet, he told the deputies 
that it would have been happy for Greece if his nufter had con¬ 
cerned himfelf in their affairs, before Philip was reduced fo low; 
that if he had joined his forces to thole of the Macedonian , Greece 
would not then be groaning under the tyrannical oppreffions of 

But ftill your cafe, faid he, is not without re- 


Rcme. 

“ m 


...edy ; for if you put in execution the defigns you have 
« formed, I promife you a deliverer in the great Antiochus , who, 
“ with your affiftance, and that of the gods, will be able to 
“ reftore Greece to its ancient Iplendor.” 


Mtolians 


pend their resolutions till they had heard the Romans. Flaminius 
accordingly being introduced, he exhorted them to carry their 
complaints to the fenate, rather than fill all Greece and Ajia with 
them, and then concluded thus: “ Mtolians , are ye then de- 
“ termined, out of nacre wantonnefs, to kindle a fire in Greece , 
“ mklrli i.vlll nnt hr in vnnr nnwer to extintruifh ? What a 
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“ will fall.” The / Killians , who had been referred by the fe¬ 
nate to Flaminius , thinking themfclves infulted by him when he 
clefired them to apply to the fenate, grew outrageous, and in 
the prefcncc of the Roman palled the following decree, Let An- T1 
tiochus be called into Europe to reftore Greece, opprefjed by the Hans in- 
Romar.s, to its ancient liberty. The praetor refufed Fiaminius a vite Antio 
copy of the decree, but told him with a haughty air, that he chus into 
would communicate it to him very loon on tue banks or the Greece. 
Tyler with all the forces of Syria. This being an open decla- Bef.Ch„ 
ration of war, Flaminius left the afiembly and returned to 

Corinth. 
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Tnsfjaly and Lacedamon. Aiexamer.es , who was fent to Lace- 
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under pretence of honouring Eurylochus with an efcort, whr 
had formerly been chief magiftrate of that city, and was nov! 
recalled from banifhment by his countrymen. Being admitted 
with a part of his troops into the place, he lei zed one of tiv 
gates, and his whole forces then taking poffeffion of the cite 
he afterwards put to death all the heads of the Roman partis 
Tboas, who had the dire&ion of the enterprife again# Chakii 

i in his defign ; for the Cbakidians fufpccting his intention] 


won. 


and being ftrongly attached to the Romans, put their city ni a 
condition to fufk'in a long liege. 

Flamimus propoled to wreft Demctrias from the Mtolicms, and 
having ordered e Eunowns, praetor of TheJJaly, to arm all the 
young men of the country, he lent Villi us to Demetrius, to in¬ 
form himlclf upon the fpot of the difpofition of the inhabitants. 
Vilnius arriving before the port in a galley, add relied himfclf to 
Eurylochus, then chief magiflrate, in this manner, Can the Ro¬ 
mans reckon the people of Demetrias among their allies or re,t ? 
'The magistrate anlwered, that his fellow citizens were attached 
to Rome , but at the fame time let him know', that his n re fence 
might difturb the repofe of a city, jealous of its liberty. This 
was refilling him admittance in a gentle manner. Euryhcks 
had indeed already declared for Antiochus, and the Dunitrmi 
had concluded a league with the sEtolians again# Rome. I'tiiua 


retiring, Flaminius upon his return iaid afide his deligu again!': 
Demetrius. 

Tboas, in the mean time, having gone to Antiochus, urged him 
to let out for Greece. He difluaded him, however, from fend- 
ing Hannibal with an army into Italy, by infinuating that the 
Carthaginian would aflame all the glory of Inch an enterprife. 
Antiochus Demctrias being pitched upon for the place of his landing in 

Greece, Antiochus embarked with an army, confiding only m 
10,000 foot, 500 horfe, and lix elephants, which lmall army 
E ef. Ch. was no ways fuitable to the majefty of fo great a king, nor an- 

fv/ered the expectations of his Greek allies. Upon his arrival at 
Demetrias , the heads of the A toll an nation waited upon him, 
and invited him to Lamia, where a general afiembly was con¬ 
vened to receive him. Being introduced to the diet, he told tlr 
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deputies, that his eagernefs to comply with their requeit, hao. 
induced him to leave Afia before he had made the neccflary pre¬ 
parations ; but that next fpring their expectations fhould be 
fully anfwercd, and they fhould fee Greece covered with troops 
and their harbours with Blips. 

When the king was withdrawn, feme debates arofe in tne 
aflembly. The nioft judicious law, that infleau of a real and 
prefent afliflance, he gave them little more than bare hopes and 
promiles, and therefore propoled that he fhould act only as a 
mediator between Rome and JEielia. This was rejected by a 


▼no 


great majority, and the opinion of Thoas prevailed ; which was* 
that the king fhould be declared generaliffimo of all the Grat 
armies again# Rome, and a council of 30 perions was then ap¬ 
pointed, to whom he might have recourfe upon all •ccafions. 
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The king, by the advice of this council, began with endea¬ 
vouring to prevail with the Chalcidians to enter into an al¬ 
liance with him, without, however, renouncing their friendfhm 
for the Romans ; bin they prudently refufed to enter into any 
„evv league. Antiochus finding himfelf unfuccefsful in this fir it 
attempt, was not a little offended with his APtolian council; but 
fkas. appeafed him with the hopes of gaining over the king of 
the Atkamanes-i together with the Boeotians and Adrians , who, 
he laid, were all djffatisned with the proceedings of the Romans. 
Accordingly ambaiiadors were difpatched to thofe three powers. The A- 
The Syrian ambafiador being admitted to the Ach<?an diet, in ebatans in 
prefence of Fiaminius , enlarged greatly upon the mighty vain folli- 
power of his .mafter, and the immenfe number of his forces, cited to 
and declared at the conclulion of his fpeech, that tliough declare for 
his mafter had come from the moft remote parts of the eaft, the Ado - 
purely to reftore Greece to its freedom, yet he did not require Hans. 
that the Acb*ans fliould take up arms againff Rome, but only 
deilred them to ftand neuter, and treat both parties as friends. 
kclndamus , the Attolian ambafiador, however,-in the clofe of 
his fpeech, launched out into invc&ives againff the Romans in 
general, and Fiaminius in particular. He called them an un¬ 
grateful people, who had forgot that they owed not only the 
victory they had gained over Philip , but their general’s life, 
and the fafety of the army, to the valour of the As tolians. The 
Admins having next heard Fiaminius , who ridiculed the adlions 
of the JEtolians and Antiochus , they declared, without hefitation, 
for the Romans , and loon after lent 500 men to reinforce the gar- 
ri ion of Chalets , and the like number to Athens , which began 
to waver. Antiochus and the ALtolians received no greater fa- 
tisfaftion from the Boeotians , who declared, that they would 
come to no refolution till the army of Antiochus was on the fron¬ 
tiers of Boeotia. 


The king being thus fruftrated in his hopes of gaining over 
the Greek ftates, retired to Demetrias , where he held a council 
of war on the operations of the enfuing campaign. HannibalHannibal 1 . 
who was invited to the council, advifed the king, before he un- advice to 
dertook any thing die, to ufe his utmoft endeavours to gain Antiochus. 
over Philip of Macedon. In cafe Philip fhould refufe to take up 
arms againff Rone, the king ought then to fend his fon Seleucus 
with an army, to Macedon , to prevent him from lending 
afiiftance to the Remans. He infifted on a Hill more important 
point, and maintained, as he had always done, that the only 
way to defeat the Romans was to fend an army into Italy . Tho* 
the counfei of Hannibal was generally approved, yet the BE to 
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bans diverted the king from following it, pretending that the 
giory of tire enterprise would be aferibed to the Carthaginian , 
mid again propofing another attempt upon Chalets , the king ac¬ 
cordingly fet out for that place. About the fame time Me- 

his centrals, with 3000 men, intercepted 


i>!>ns. one of 

■■ c '° Romans 9 
hfon of Chalcis. 
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cheated to Apollo, on the coaft of Baeotia , near Tanagra , and 
without regarding the facrednefs of the place, or the fnendf n L 
that Hill fubfifted between Antiochm and the republic, cut :noit 
of them to pieces, and took 50 of them prifoners. F]ufhed 
with this fmall fuccefs, Antiochm advanced with men to 

the Euripus, which divides Eubma from the continent. Th e 


aj. 


Chakidians being at this time rent into fa&ions, the Atoiku 
party now prevailed, and the city opened its gates to Anthchm , 
The example of the capital being followed by the whole ifland, 
the king from this time made Cbalcis the. place of his refidence! 
His power beginning now to be formidable, the Elcons, (he 
Epirote, the Boeotians, and the Athaman.es, readily joined him. 

"The following fpring Antiochm advanced to Lariffa, fummon- 
ing his allies to lend their troops to the neighbourhood of Pbcu, 
where they were to rendezvous. From Lar fr x 
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Great. This pretended king, by burying thofc Ma¬ 
cedonians who had been flain there in the battle againlt the fo. 
mans, hoped to ingratiate himfelf with their furviving relations. 
But this proceeding only ferved to exafperate the true king of 

Macedon, who immediately gave the Romans notice of the pro- 
grefs Antiochus was making in Greece. The king of " 
having no enemies to refill him, made himfelf mailer of Pfcr ;• 
but foon after a body of Romans arriving at Gonni, about 20 
miles from LariJJ'a , and fpreading themfelves in their camp over 
a large fpace of ground, he was apprehenfive of being at tracked 
by a numerous army, and returned to Cbalcis. 

This city proved fatal to him ; for though he was above 50 
years of age, he differed himfelf to be captivated by the charms 
of a fair Cbalcidian. As Hie was a young woman of great vir- 
t.ocbus. tue, the king was obliged to difclofc his pafllon not to her only, 

but to her father, in whofe houfe he lodged, and to defirc his 
confcnt to marry her. Cde^ptolcmns, the father, conficFring the 
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difproportion of her age and condition to thole of th 
was unwilling to grant his requell, fearing that his daughter 
would foon repent her advancement to fo high a llation. The 
father, however, was at length obliged to acquiefce, and the 
ninitials were celebrated with regal magnificence. The king 



made loud ccmnlaints. 



e to every 


thing but his paffion, fpent the reft of the winter in fcafting 
and rejoicings. The ill example of his court infedting the offi¬ 
cer s, and even the common foldicrs of his army, difeipline was 
neglected, their bodies were weakened, and the whole army 
abandoned themfelves to idlcnefs and debauchery*. 
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Mean while ioo quinqueremes were fitted out by the Romans War de- 
to'fcour the eaftern leas, and war being formally declared againft dared at 
jvtiochus, A. Acilius Glabrio , one of the confuls, in the begin- Rente a- 
ning of May, failed from Brunduftum , and landed in Greece gainft Ah- 
with an army of 20,-00 foot, 2000 horfe, and 15 elephants, liccbus. 
Having fent his infantry to Boebius , who was encamped near Bef. Chfj 
filling in Thcffaly, he marched with his cavalry to Limn 191. 
a city which was befieged by the king of Macedon , who had de¬ 
clared for the Romans. Both thefe places furrendered at difere- 
tion, and in Pellin ~ a was taken Philips the pretender to the 
crown of Macedon , who was fent in chains to Rome. 

The king of Macedon after this made himfelf matter of all 
Mamma, while the conful reduced all TbeJJaly, which fur- 
priiing progrefs at length rouled Antiocbus. Having ailembled 
all his Syrian troops in Greece , which amounted to no more 
than io,oco foot and 500 horfe ; with thefe he marched to the 
confines of JEtolia , in hopes of being ftrongly reinforced ; but 
he was difappointed, for the Jr. tolian chiefs could not raife above 
4000 men, who were, for the mott part, their own clients and 
raflkls. Antiocbus , notwithftanding this difappointment, pur- Anihchui 
fued his meafures, and to prevent the Romans , who were ra- feizeo 
vaging Pbtbiotis , from entering Achaia , by the way of Loans , 'Thermo- 
hefeizedand fortified the ftraits of Pbermopyl and ftationed pylas 
2coo JEtolians on the fummits of mount Get a, which were near- 


eft his camp. 


/Tv 
1 


he Roman general being at a lofs how to aft, had recourfe 
to Cato the cenfor, who now ferved in the troops, in no higher 
ftation than that of a legionary tribune. This brave and 


a 


prudent warrior ottered to diflodge the JEtolians from their ad¬ 
vantageous poft, and L. Valerius , one of the confuls lieutenants, 
being joined with him in the enterprife, he attacked the JEto~ 
ham, who were encamped on the fummits called Callidromus , 
while Valerius marched againft thofe who were on the other 
ftimmif, named Pi chi us. Valerius was repulfed ; but Cato, after 
undergoing inexpreflible fatigues, at length came up with the 
Atclians, and charged them fo furioufly, that he obliged them 
to abandon their poft. The main body of the army, in the He is dff- 
HiC-an time, was warmly engaged with Antiocbus , who repulfed lodged 


them with great flaughtci 


but Cato defending the mountain, and de- 


and attacking the camp in its weakeft part, foon put an end to feated. 

the difpnte. 

with 0 


The king having received a blow on the mouth 


follow 


ftone, turned his horfe about and fled. The whole army 


the 


in¬ 

rich 


d his example, and the Romans having patted 
trenchments, plundered the camp, where they found a 
booty. Next day the Romans purfued the enemy, and cut off al- 
nioft the whole infantry in the purfitit. Antiocbus efcaped with He flies to 
soo horfe to Chain's, and the conful continued his march thro’ Chains, 
uO-niia to the Eurifists, with thedefignof driving him from Eubaa. 

‘be Boeotians, who had declared for Antiocbus, appearing be- 
jpre the conful in the attire of fuppliants, he fpared both their 

■ lve 3 and lands. At Chorcnsa , however, a ftatue cf Jluiiocbus 

having 
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having been erected, the legionaries were fo provoked, thattho 
could not be reftrained from plundering the city. When th< 
confular army appeared before Cbalds, Antiochus embarked with 


lie returns his new queen, and returned 


f Tj 

jus. He was no fooner 
1 ^ •?* 


to Ifiu . cone than Chakis and all Enbaa fubmitted to Adlius , who r P 

- ' rr'l t »i/- . i w _} 


again ft Her 


The 


.T0- 

?r:o i be- 


i arnca. 


a very ftrong city of great extent, feated between the Spercbm 
and the Afopus. 

The conful defired the Ait alums to fimendcr the city ns a 
proof of their fincerc repentance for their paft conduft-but 
Dan-scrims, who had been fo infolent to Flaminius at the diet 
ing governor of the place, perfuaded the inhabitants, as well 


It is taken 
by ilrata- 
gem. 


bei/ 

W *■ ' * . i * ft Vrl| 

as the garrifon, to hold out to the Jan; extremity. The city be¬ 
ing then invefted on ail fide a, the Romans began to batter it 
night and day, with a great number of warlike machines. The 
ALioiians , on the other hand, maintained their pofts with inex- 
preffible courage, harraffeu the Romans by frequent Lillies, let 
fire to their engines, and by letting down war hooks from the 
wall, rendered the battering rams quite ufelefs. Thus they 
held out 40 days again lb the attacks of the enemy, which con¬ 
tinued without intermifiion either by day or night. The conful 
reficcling that the garrifon mu ft he greatly weakened by fuch 
violent and uninterrupted aflaults, forme.I a new plan. He oil- 
continued the attack at 1 z every night, and did not renew it till 
about g the next morning. The Astolinns not doubting but 
this proceeded from tire over fatigue of the befieged, retired at 
the fame time with the Romans , and took fome hours reft. 

. This practice having been continued fome time, the conful at 
length ordered his troops to renew 
morning, in three different places, 
body of troops, who were commanded not to move till a ngnal 
tfbculd be given. The JEtclians leaving this part of the town 
quite defcncelefs, the legionaries when the ngnal was given 
mounted the wall without oppofition, which the garrifon par¬ 
tite citadel 


flationine at a fourth a 


ceivmg, 


fled 


to 


nil 


fered the city to be plundered, n 
venge, as to reward the iolaiers. 


L ami a 
fu limits 
to ihc Ro 
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for attacking the citadel, which, immediately furrenderetl atriil- 
retion. At the fame time Philip was befieging Lamia , which 


precipitation. Act bus fu f- 

uot fo much from a fpirit of re- 
Towards noon he prepared 


f ? r ' r*'i 


He had not, however, the 


'//t 


^ * 


* # : 
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LI 

fatisfachon of taking the place, the L as mans chufing rather to 

fiibmit to the Romans , t’nan to receive the AAacedonian yok-x 

ns had 



Before the reduction of thef0 two places, the . 
lent Lhoas and fee cm! others, as ambaffadors to Arfiscbns, to 
rep relent to him, that unleis he fupported the wav in GY.vw, he 
would form fee the Romans in the lice.rt of hi:, dominions. 1 he 


* > 


iKiVc tiicni imin 

v» 

kept LIjo a , who 


ediately 


a 



king promiled them a fpeeuy fuccou 
coniiderablc fum of money, and 

willingly with him to haf.cn the execution of his prom;; 

upon the reduction of the two cities the Atsnoms c 

and made pronofals to the con 

ft! 


Hi 


ovevc-r 


very 
ics* 


g.ui to think ferioufly o 
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Valerius rlaccus to treat witn uieir uici, wim.ii was neiu at ny- 

{ The /Etonians, to honour Valerius, held their feffions at 
(j s ^ ou f e? a nd defiled him to inftruct them in what manner they 

fhould treat with the fenate. By his advice they lent new de- 
uties to the conful, in a fubmiffive manner; but Acilius treated 

them very roughly, and upon their refilling to comply with all 
his haughty demands, he threatened to put them in irons. Va- 
k/w interceding for them, he at length granted them a fecond 
truce of ten days, that the conditions which he required might 
he laid before the general affembly of the nation. Thefe con-> 

r* l 1 • _ A __— i-L „ /T?J ^ 11 
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ditions occafioned warm difputes among the Atolian deputies. 

Mean while one Nicander, an active buftling man, who had but are 
pone to Ep befits and returned to At oil a in i a days, brought perfuaded 
large fums of money with him from Antiochus, and allured the by Nican- 
diet that, early in the fpring, all the forces of Syria would be.*/- to pur- 
fent’ to their afiiftance. As he had been taken prifoner in hisfue the 
return by the Macedonians , but, contrary to his expe&ation, war. 
had been kindly treated by Philip, who feemed to hint to him 
that he could wifh to enter into an alliance with the Atoliam, 
he did not fail to reprefent to them the great averfion Philip 
had conceived for the Romans . His difeourfe made fuch an im- 
preffion upon the affembly, that all thoughts of peace vanifhed, 
and nothing was now talked of but war. They accordingly 


Naupaflus 


They accordingly 


ooon after tne coniui, ana lcvu^u laugumg uj<uv.uw, » 

which great numbers of beafts of burden, and many of the fol- fxeges 
diers were loft in the precipices, arrived with his army before Naupac- 
Naupafius. As the Atolians defended themfelves with mere- tus* 
dible vigour and courage, the whole confular army was em¬ 
ployed here moil part of the fummer, while Philip and the 
Acb'ians reduced entire provinces. Philip not only made him- 
felf matter of Demctrias, but extended his conquefts to Dolopia 


and Aperantia , two provinces of Ep 
Ebejfaly , thus by degrees recovering all 


taken from him. 


been 


ployed in Greece , in matters of negociation, came from Chalets * 
where he ufually refided, and joined the conful (s). When he 
arrived at the camp, he abruptly addrefled him thus. Are you 
aware what prodigious pains you take to ruin the affairs of the 
republic ? Acilius , in furprife, defiring him to explain 
his meaning, Flaminius told him* that while he had fpent 


(s) As he had faved the city of to him, and inihituted a feftival in 
Zhahii from being plundered when his honour, putting him upon the 
thad.farrendered to Acilius , the fame level with Jupiter , Apollo , 
^hnkidians carried their gratitude and Hercules, Pint % in Flatnin » 


:o excefs.- They built a tempi 

Vox. II, 


LI 


Li* 
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He Is pre- his time in taking two cities, he had fuffered Philipp a far mor< 
vailed dangerous enemy than the /Etolians , to increafe his power be- 
upon by yond meafure. He therefore advifed him to raife the liege, ant 
Flamin'nu deliver Greece from impending ruin. The conful was unwil- 
to raife ling to difoblige Flaminius, yet was fome time in fufpence,* upor 
the liege, confidering that the raifing of the fiege of a town, which had alrea¬ 
dy held out two months, might refle£h no fmall dilhonour on his 
conduit. When Flaminius appeared before the ramparts, the 
befieged implored his aififtance with mournful cries, befeeching 
him to have companion upon an unfortunate people. He at firll 
feemed not to give ear to their intreaties, but at length he lig- 
nified that they might fend deputies to confer with him. Upon 
the arrival of the deputies, who threw themfelves proftrate at 
his feet, he reproached them for their imprudent and ungrateful 
condwft; but declared he would intercede with the conful in 
their behalf. The conful accordingly granted them a truce for 
as much time as might fuffice for fending ambafladors to Rome, 
broke up the fiege, and marched back his army to Pbocis. 

Th tJEio- The truce granted to the Etolians by the conful very near 
liun am- expired before their ambafladors could obtain an audience of the 
bsfladors fenate. Being, however, admitted at 1 aft, they endeavoured to 
at Rome, raife the compaffion of the fenators, by a long, but modeft ac¬ 
count of the fervices they had rendered the republic during their 
alliance with her. The fenators fufpe&ing their flncerity, by 
the anfwers they gave to the queftions which were put to them, 
ordered them to withdraw, and debated warmly upon their af¬ 
fairs for feveral days. At laft the ambafladors were told, that 
they muft chufe one of thefe two conditions, namely, either to 
fubmit implicitly to the will of the fenate, or to pay the republic 
1000 talents, and neither make war or peace with any other 
They re- power, without the confent and approbation of Rome. The 
jedt the ambafladors declaring that they would not confent to either of 
terms of thefe conditions, they were ordered to leave Rome that very day, 

peace of- and Italy in a fortnight. . 

fered by The /Etolians , upon the return of their ambafladors, finding 

the fenate. that there was no hopes of a peace, took the neceflary precau¬ 
tions to guard NaupaSlus againft a new attack. The conful, 
however, turned his arms againft a city of no lefs importance, 
namely, Lamia, which had revolted from the Romans. Ar¬ 
riving before the walls at break of day, he ordered them to be 
fealed on all Tides; but the inhabitants, making a moft vigorous 
defence, he was obliged to found a retreat. Next morning, 
however, renewing the attack, he made himfelf niafter of the 


place. 

After the redu&ion of Lamia, the conful propofed to return 
to Nanpafiits; but a council of war being held on thatocca- 
fion, none of the officers approved of fo hazardous an attempt. 
The conful then marched againft Amphijfa , a city o { Loan, 
L. Come- which had joined the /Etolians. _ While he was befieging the 
this Sdpic city, news arrived that L. Cornelius Scipio was landed at Apollo- 
arrives in nia with nn army of 13,000 men to fucceed him in the com- 
Greece. Kiacd * 
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mand. The great Africanus ferved under his brother Cornelia r, 
who, after vilitmg all the coafts of Epirus, came and encamped 
within three 1 miles ot AmpbiJJti, which, before his arrival, had 
furrendcied to Act hits . The newconful was vifited bv deputies 

from Athens, who interceded for the /Etclians, and 'Africanus 
alfo interefting himfelf in their behalf, Cornelius , after fome He wants 
difficulty, granted them a fix months truce, that they might a truce to 
again apply to the fenate. The fame ambafladors, who had the JEto- 
been driven from Rome, were fent back thither. Actlius then iut»s. 
raifing the fiege of the citadel of Ampbiffa , refigned the com¬ 
mand of the army to Scipio, and returned to Rome. 

Cornelius marched diredxly with his army into AJia againfl 
Antiochus , whom he foon obliged to fue for peace. His troops The AEta- 
had fcarcely evacuated Greece, when the Astolians took up arms//Win- 
in favour of Amyander , whom they reftored to the kingdom of vade the 
Athamania , after having driven out of his cities the Macedonian terr.tories 
garrifons that held them for king Philip. They next reduced of Philip, 
almoft the whole province of Amphilockia in Epirus. , formerly the ally of 
fubjeft to them, but now under the protection of Rome. Hav- the Ro- 
ing afterwards recovered Aperantia , which had likewife belonged mans . 
to them, they fell upon the Dolopians , who had always been 

fubject to Macedon ; but now fubmitted to them without op- 
pofition. 

Though thefe conquefts were fo many infults offered to the 
Romans , yet the fenate, upon an embaffy from Amyander , con¬ 
firmed him in the poffeflion of his dominions. This encou¬ 
raged the /Etolians to apply to the fenate, not only for a peace, 
but for their confent to hold the provinces which they had lately 
reduced. Their ambafladors arrived at Rome loon after the 
election of the new confuls, M. Fulvius Nobilior and Gz. Manlius 
Vulfo, and before the news of the defeat of Antiochus had reached 
Italy. The better therefore to fucceed in their negotiations, 
they fpread a report, that the two S dpi os had been made prifo- 
ners at a conference, and that the Roman army was entirely de¬ 
feated, and putting on an air of confidence, they feemed rather 
to demand than beg a. peace. Their ambafladors, however, Their am- 
were difmifled, without obtaining any of their demands, andbaliadors 
were ordered not to return, without the exprefs confent of the difmifled 
generals who ftiould command in Greece. a fecond 

M. Fulvius Nobilior, the conful, foon after landing with an time from 
army at Apollonic, by the advice of the Epirots, befieged Am- Rome, 
hracia, which formerly belonged to them, and was now to be Ambracia 
reftored to them. When the /Etolians underftood that Fulvius befieged 
had begun the fiege of Ambracia , they affembled their troops, to by the 
attempt the relief of a place which was a key to their dominions. Romans, 

As the Romans had not yet compleated their lines of circumval- 
lation, Eupolemus , a man of great refolution, entered Ambracia 
at the head of rooo AEtolians. 

Nicander , the JEtolian praetor, marched againfl: the Epirots , 
who were encamped by themfelves on one fide of the town ; 
hut finding them ftrongly entrenched, he led his army into 

L 1 a Acarnania % 
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Acarnania , and laid wafte the whole country. The fiege of th< 
place was carried on with the utmoft vigour; nor were the be 
fieged lefs indefatigable and refolute in their defence. Nlcandei 
having returned from pillaging Acarnania , fent 500 men as 2 
reinforcement to the garrifon. Soon after, the JEtollans making 
a fally from the town in the night-time, killed a great many oi 
the Romans , and fet lire to part of their camp. Nicander 
however, not feconding them with the army of obfervation, as 
he had promifed, they were obliged to return into the city. 
Per feus having invaded Dolopia y and Pleuratus , king of Him. 
cum , ravaging the coafts of JEtolia , Nicander was fo occupied in 
oppoiing the enemy in thofc parts, that he had not leifure to 
aflift the befieged, who ncverthelefs defended themfelves with the 
utmoft refolution. The conful, finding all the efforts of his 
battering engines baffled by the befieged, began to undermine 
the wall, in hopes of throwing down great part of it at once; 
but the Ait oil a ns no fooner perceived his defign, than they be¬ 
gan a countermine; and having at length come to that part of 
the wall which the Romans had fapped, a battle began betwixt 
the miners of each party, firft with pickaxes and fpades, and 
then with fwords and fpcars. The JEtolians having, at length, 
made a kind of rampart of the loofe earth to keep off the&- 
mans, invented a machine to drive them out of the mine. They 
made a hollow veflel, with an iron bottom, bored through in 
many places, and having filled it with feathers, they fetnreto 
them, and with large bellows driving the fmoke on the befieged, 
they obliged them to leave the mine through fear of being fuf- 
focated. The JEtolians , when they had forced them to retire, 
immediately repaired the foundations of the walls. 

The general ftate of the war, however, began greatly to 
alarm the JEtollans , who found themfelves unable to refill at 
once the Romans, Macedonians, Illyrians , and Achrans. They 
therefore made offers ofper.ee to the conful, who received their 
deputies with great haughtinefs, and infifted on the following 
preliminaries: firft, that they fhould lay down their arms; fe- 
condly, that they fhould deliver up to him all the horfes of their 
army j and laftly, that they fhould pay to the republic 1000 
talents, one half upon the fpot, and the other at different pay¬ 
ments. The deputies laying thefe preliminaries before the af- 
fembly, were checked by them for not figning them; We truifl 
have a peace , they all cried out, good or bad. 

The deputies were fent back to Fulvius , who, about the fame 
time, at the interceffion of the Athenians , Rhodians , and Amy- 
ander , granted a capitulation to the Ambracians on the follow¬ 
ing terms ; that the JEtollans fliould have leave to march out of 
the city; that the inhabitants fhould pay 500 talents; and that 
they fliould deiiver up to the conful all the prifoners and de- 
ferters that were in the city. Thefe articles being agreed to, 
the Ambracians opened their gates to the conful, and prefented 

him with a crown of gold, and many fine flatues and pictures. 

The 
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The JEtolian deputies foon after having a conference with 
Fulvius in JEtolia , and declaring that their diet, accepted the 
conditions he had offered them, he granted them a truce till 
they fhould lay the articles before the fenate. The ambaffadors Th eJSto- 
of the king of Macedon having complained of the JEtolians for //' wj again 
unjuftly detaining from him Dolopia , Athamania , and Ampbilo- fend an 
cm, the fenate was fo exafperated againft them, that they even embaffy to 
refufed their deputies an audience. The Athenian deputies, Rome. 
however, interceding in their behalf, and Valerius , the brother 
of the conful and the fon of Lavinus , who concluded the firft 
alliance between Rome and JEtolia, alfo efpoufing their caufe, 
they at length were heard, and obtained a peace on thefe terms : A peace 
Firft, the majefty of the Roman people fhall be revered in all concluded 
Jstolia, which fhall reckon the enemies of Rome as its enemies, betwixt 
Secondly, the JEtolians fhall, in the fpace of ioo days, deliver the JEto- 
up all the prifoners and deferters, whether of the Romans or Hans and 
their allies, except fuch as have been taken twice, or during the Ro¬ 
he: alliance with Rome. Thirdly, the JEtolians fhall pay dow r n mans. 
in ready money 200 Euboic talents, and engage to pay 50 ta¬ 
lents more within the fix years following. Fourthly, they fhall 
put into the hands of the conful 40 fuch hoftages as he fhall 
chufe. Fifthly, JEtolia fhall renounce all pretenfions to the 
cities and territories which the Romans have conquered fince the 
confulate of Flaminius. Sixthly, the city of Oenias , and its 
diftrict, fhall continue fubjedt to the Acarnanians , and Cephals- 
nia fhall not be included in the treaty. 

Though the antient liberties of the JEtolians were greatly The Ro- 
abridged by this peace, yet after the conquefl of Macedon, their mam treat 
republic was reduced to a much worfe condition; for great them in 
numbers of their chief men, who had either declared for Per- an arbi- 
feus, or were fufpedfed to favour him, were fent to Rome , and traryman- 
were never afterwards fufFered to return to their native country, ner. 

Five hundred of their nobles were barbaroufly aflaffinated by the 
partizans of Rome , for no other crime but that of being fufpeef- 
ed to wifh well to Perfeus. The JEtolians could obtain no re- 
drefs, when they complained of this inhumanity to P. As mi Hus. 

On the contrary, the commiffioners, who were appointed to 
fettle the affairs of Greece , declared, that thofe who were killed 
had fufFered juftly. From this time, thofe only were raifed to 
the chief honours and employments in the JEtolian republic, 
who were known to prefer the intereft of Rome to that of their • 
country. When Corinth was deftroyed, and the Acbeean league 
diffolved, JEtolia , with the other free ftates of Greece , was then 
reduced to a Ro?nan province, commonly called the province of 
Achaia. The whole nation paid a certain tribute, and the rich 
were forbidden to poflefs lands any where but in their own 
country. 

Aitolia continued in this ftate, with little alteration, till the The Hate 
reign of Conjlantine the Great, who divided the weftern parts of of JEtolia 
Greece from the reft, calling them new'- Epirus, and fubjedtmg tothe pre- 
the whole country to the PrcfeJius Praiono tor Illyricuni . tin- ient tinjQ. 
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der the fuccefiors of Con/iantlne , Greece was parcelled out into 
feveral principalities; and when Constantinople was taken by the 
weftern princes, 'Theodoras Angelus , a noble Grecian of the im¬ 
perial family, feized on JEtolia and Epirus , The former conti¬ 
nued in his family for fome time; but one of his defendants 
dying without lawful ifiiie, a difpute arole about the fucceffion 
among his baftard fons, which gave Amurath II. an opportunity 
of expelling them all in 1432. The Turks were afterwards dif- 
poflefled of this country by the famous prince of Epirus , George 
Cajiriot , commonly called Scanderheg , who, at his death, left 

part of Attclia to the Venetians. The whole country, however 
was foon after reduced by Mohammed II. whofe fuccefiors hold 
it to this day. 



CHAP. VII. 

The hifiory of Athens, from the time of the Ach.^m 
league till the redvMion of Greece by the Romans. 

/fiRATUS, as we formerly mentioned, reftored the Atbe- 
nians to their antient liberty, by prevailing on the Mace¬ 
donians, in confideration of 150 talents, to evacuate the 
Pyr nan , Munichia , and Muf-um. They had not enjoyed this 
liberty many years, when Philip of Macedon formed a defign of 
reducing, not only Attica , but all Greece. He made ufe of the 
following pretence for commencing hoftilities againft tiie Athe¬ 
nians. Two young Acarnanians , who happened to be at Athens 
while the inhabitants were celebrating the myfteries of Ceres , 
had entered the temple of the goduels with the croud. As it 
was not lawful for any perfon to afiift at thofe myfteries without 
being initiated, the Acarnanians , who were difeovered by their 
language to be ftrangers, were carried before the chief prieft, 
and by him fentencea to die, though it was well known they 
had offended purely out of ignorance. 

The Acarnanians complaining of this inhumanity to Philip of 
.Macedon, with whom they were then joined in alliance, lie, 
without demanding any fatisfaCtion, proclaimed war againft 
Athens , and fent a body of troops to join the Acarnanians , and 
lay wafte Attica. The Athenians , being unable to oppofe the 
Macedonians , implored the protection of the Romans , who were 
well known at Athens , and had been honoured there with parti¬ 
cular marks of diftinCtion. About thirty-two years before the 
prefent rupture with Philip , Rome had fent ambafladors to 
Athens , and feveral other free ftates of Greece , to make them 
fallible of the happinefs fhe had procured them, by humbling 
the JUyria z, . This news was fo agreeable to the Athenians , 
whp had been infefted by their pirates, that they not pnly re¬ 
ceived 
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ceived the ambafladors with great demonftrationsof kindnefs, 
but from that time admitted the Romans, in general, to partake 
of the myfteries o t Eleufis, and of all the privileges which the 
citizens of Athens" enjoyed. The Romans , on this account, 
now treated their ambafladors with great diftin&ion, and pro- 
mifed to fend a confular army without delay to their afliftance. 

Mean while, the Macedonians and Acarnanians , after ravaging They en- 
greatpart of Attica, approached Athens , which ftruck the Athc- ter into an 
mans with no fmall terror. Their fears were difpelled by the alliance 
unexpe&ed arrival of the fleets of king Attains and the Rhodians, with At- 
which two powers were at war with Macedon, and therefore talus and 
wanted to engage the Athenians in their alliance. The Aihe- the Rho- 
mans accordingly concluded a league with them, and in their dans 
tranfports of joy paid extravagant compliments to the king and againft 
the Rhodians. To their ten tribes, each of which bore the Philip, 
name of one of their heroes, they added an eleventh, calling it 
Attalis. They prefented the Rhodians with a crown of gojd, 
and made all the inhabitants of Rhodes free of their city. 

The king of Pergamus and the Rhodians foon after retiring, 

Philip fent a ftrong detachment to ravage the territory of Athens, 
while he himfelf, with the reft of the army, overran all the 
fouthern parts of Thrace, and pafling over the Hellefpont, re¬ 
duced Abydos. The conful Sidpitius, on this news, at length Sulpithts 
fet fail from Brundujium, and landed with his army near Apol- lands in 
Ionia. From thence he immediately detached 20 gallies, and Greece. 
fome legionaries, to cover the Athenian territory from the Ma¬ 
cedonians. Ceutho, who commanded this fquadron, having re- 
pulfed the Macedonians, furprifed and pillaged Chalcis , mafla- 
cring all the Macedonians and inhabitants that fell into his 
hands, breaking all the ftatues of king Philip, burning his ma¬ 
gazines, arfenals, and engines of war, and then returning with 
the fpoil to Athens. 

Philip , having made Demetrias, a city of Thejfaly, the capital Philip zt- 
of his dominions, aflembled his fea and land forces, and pro- tempts to 
ceeded from thence, in hopes of furprifing the Romans at Chal - furprife 
ds\ but coming too late, he turned all his rage againft Athens. Athens. 
The Athenians, having received notice of his approach, pre¬ 
pared with the utmoft diligence to receive him j fo that Philip, 
finding he could not furprife the city, refolved to attack it. 

The garrifon perceiving his intention, marched out with a body 
of the citizens to oppofe him in one of the large ftreets of the 
fuburbs. Philip, overjoyed at an opportunity of joining battle, 
encouraged his men with this Abort fpeech, Fix your eyes on me, 
and do as I do. He then fell upon the Athenians with great 
fury, and foon drove them to the gate; but fuch fhowers of 
darts were then difeharged upon his men from the ramparts, 
that he was obliged to lound a retreat. Next day, the befieged 
made another fally with much greater advantage; fo that 
Philip was obliged to decamp ; but before he retired, he vented Dreadful 
his rage in a moft barbarous manner. He fpared neither tern- ravage 4 , 
pies nor tombs, nor the Lyceum, nor facred groves, nor houfes commit- 
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of pleafure, all being pillaged without diftin&ion, The king’s 
behaviour, on this occafion, prejudiced many of the Greeks fo 
ftrongly again!! him, that they were afterwards eafily gained 
over to the Roman intereft, not knowing they were bringing 
into their country more haughty lords than Macedon had ever 
produced. The Romans foon after invading Macedon, Philip 
was obliged to leave Attica , and all Greece , to defend his nnm 

country m ' 


The 


ime 


receiving rein¬ 
forcements from the Romans and king Attains, were fo elevated, 
that they ex pie fed their refentment in a moft unworthy man¬ 


ner. I hey had lormerly erected itatues to fbiup and his an- 
ceftors, of both fexes, and even inftituted lacrifices and feftivals, 
and appointed priefts in their honour; but now, out of a childifli 
revenge, they deftroyed the idols which they had worflriped, 
and palled a decree in their aflembly againft Philip, which lef- 
fenea their efteem, even in the opinion of their friends. The 
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the Ro¬ 
ot : Ma- 


Athenians were no lefs lavilh c-f their fulfome praifes on 
mans and Pergnmcnians, than of their curfes on the king 
cedon. Athens was now one of the mo't infignificant cities of 
Greece ; for during the whole courfe of this war, and of that 
which was carried on againft Perfsus, the Athenians performed 
nothing which the antient writers have thought worth tranf- 
mitting to pofterity. They continued indeed invariably attached 
to the Roman intereft, which fteadinefs gained them the affec¬ 
tion of the Romans , who left them in the full pofieftion of their 
antient liberties, even after the deftrueftion of Corinth, and the 
diflolution of the Achaean league. 

Athens continued in this ftate till the Mithridatic war, when 


Athenians 


Arijl 


Arijl 


mean extrabfion; but greatly efteemed among the followers of 
Epicurus for his pretended contempt of power and riches. Ar- 
chelans, however, whom Mithridates had lent into Greece with 
a numerous army, to ftir up the inhabitants againft the Rowans, 
found it an eafy talk to gain over this defpifer of riches and ho¬ 
nours, by promifmg to raife him to the chief employments of 
his republic. Arijlo, going over into A ft a, advifed Mithridates 
to fend the fpoils of the ifland of Delos to the Athenians , who 
had formerly been mafters of the iftand. 
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or fending prifoners to Mithridates, all thofe who favoured 


the Romans. Not 


Athenians , but the Achacans, Lace¬ 


daemonians , Boeotians , and other Greek ftates, openly declared 

la alone continuing faithful to the Rc- 


Mithridate 
Upon 
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aus. 

re¬ 


mans. 

Macedon lent Bruttius burn v/itn i c oo men to oppo 
Brut tins, after he had feveral engagements witli the joint forces 
of Arijl o and Arch cl aus, was obliged at length to reimbark his 
tr«ops, ftationing his lquadron before'the port of Athens. 
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S«//<i loon after arriving in Thejfafy with five legions, fame Sv/fa 
Italian cohorts* and a miall body of cavalry* the Greek cities rives in 
returned to their obedience, and opened their gates to him. Greece. 
Mens alone perfifting in the revolt, Sylla refolved to reduce it L'ef. U 
by force, and undertook the enterprize with a much linaller army 87. 
than that which had been brought from Afta to defend the city. 

Upon his entering Attica , he was met by Arijlo and Arch elans> 
but he obliged them both to retire with confiderable lofs, and 
to retreat into Athens. Sylla , making fome unfuccefsful attacks He lays 
againft the citadel, turned the fiege into a blockade, and tookbege to 
up his winter-quarters at Eleufts and Megara , making immenfe cithern. 
preparations for attacking the city in the fpring. In order to 
make his warlikeengines,he cut down great numbers of trees, and 
did not even fpare the facred groves, nor the trees in the walks 
of the academy and Lyceum. As the enemy had laid wafte the 
whole country, which was barren of its own nature, 20,000 
mules were continually employed in bringing provifions and ne- 
ceflaries for the army. Thefe extraordinary expences foon 
draining his military cheft, and a faction prevailing at Rome 
that fought his ruin, he had recourfe to the facred and inviola¬ 
ble treafures of the temples, and fent one Caphis with a letter 


Sti 


Apollo , and 


Amphiflyons 


God 


Though the oracle, which was confulted on this occafion, re¬ 
turned no anfwer, Sylla defired- his orders might be fulfilled. 
Accordingly, all the gold, filver, and brafs, all the vafes, pre- He feizes 
feats, and offerings, which the fuperftition of the neighbour- on the 
ing and moft d iff ant nations had brought thither, were loaded treafure of 
on carts, and, amidft the lamentations and outcries of the Am- Delphi, 
pbifiyons and Delphians , fent to the Roman camp, where the 
;old, filver, and brafs were coined by Sylla ’s orders. The trea- 

God /Efculapius at Epidaurus , not much inferior in 
value to thofe at Delphi , were at the fame time, by Sylla’s or¬ 
ders, brought to the camp, and turned into money. 

Sylla , being thus furnilhed with warlike engines and money, 
took the field early in the fpring, and {hut up both the city and 
the port more clofely than before. Having broke the wall of Blocks up 
communication betwixt the port and the city, he applied him -Athens by 
felftothe reducing of the Pyratnm, hoping that famine, in thefea. 
mean time, would oblige the Athenians to furrender. Arch elans^ 
who commanded in the Pyraum> made a moft vigorous defence ; 
and in one of the fallies, which were very frequent, and at¬ 
tended with great {laughter, he fet fire to the machines of the 
Romans , and obliged them to abandon their works, 
they returned, he again attacked them, but was driven into the 
city with the lofs of 2000 men. The treachery of two flaves 
proved more prejudicial to the garrifon than the attacks of the 
enemy. Thefe, either out of affection to the Roman party, or 
in hopes of recovering their liberty if the place Ihould be taken, 
wrote upon leaden balls all that paffed within, and threw them 
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with flings into the Roman camp, which prevented the t V ‘f 

meafures of Archelaus from being attended with the ufual fuccef 
ThtJtbe- Notwithftanding the difadvantages he fuftained, in C0l ,r S 

quence of the fecret intelligence given to the enemy. Arch ] 6 


mans 

make a 
molt vigo 
xous de¬ 
fence. 


Taxile. 


m 


Mitbridates’s generals, who was marching through Epirus t 
his afliftance at the head of 100,000 foot and 10,000 horfe -with 
90 chariots armed with fcythes. As this army had already re¬ 
el uced Thrace and Macedon , Sylla made an effort to take the 
Pireeum by ftorm, before the intended fuccour fhould arrive to 
the befieged. Some of his troops accordingly fealed the wall 
about midnight; but the befieged being inftantly alarmed, they 
were obliged to fave themfelves by leaping down into the ditch 
and retiring in great diforder. The garrifon, at the fame time’ 
made a vigorous Tally, and a defperate engagement enfued for fe- 
veral hours. Archelaus having been difappointed in feveral at- 
tempts to throw in convoys into the city, at length began to 
fufpe< 5 t that he had traitors about ‘him. He neverthelefs at¬ 
tempted once more to relieve the city, which defign being com¬ 
municated to the enemy, they reinforced the legionaries that 

intercepted the 


guarded the road. 


Arcbelam, 


convoy. 

however, judging that their camp would be weakened, made a 
very fuccefsful Tally, and burnt Teveral of their machines. Sylla 
at length having beat down part of the wall, made a general 
affault, but was repulfed with great lofs, upon which he changed 
his method of attack, and endeavoured to make a large breach by 
Tapping the wall. Having fucceeded by this means, he mounted 
the breach at the head of his beft troops ; but Archelaus oppofed 
him with Tuch refolution, that he was obliged to give ground. 
After three unfuccefsful attacks, finding his men had luffered 
greatly, he himfelf thought it advifeable to lead them back to the 
camp, where they continued inactive feveral days. Arcbelam , 
in the mean time, built up a new wall, which Sylla began to 


dry 

and burning materials that were 
obliged them to defift. 
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difeharged upon his men 


Athens in Sylla, to fpare his troops, refolved to turn the fiege into a 

blockade, and by this means the Athenians were reduced to fuch 


great ci- 
Itrefs for 

want of 

provi- 

fions. 


bufhel 


1000 drachms. 


Many of the citizens had nothing elfe to fupport themfelves 
with, but the grafs and roots which they found growing about 
the walls. In this diftrefs, the fenators and priefts went to 
throw themfelves at the tyrant Arijlo' s feet, to entreat him to 
have pity on the city; but he was fo far from being touched 
with their complaints, that he ordered his guards to difeharge 
their arrows againft them. In the midft of the public mifery, 
Arijlo and his accomplices were plentifully provided with all 
forts of provifions, while the common people, and many of the 
nobility, after having confumed all the animals, were forced to 


flefh 


The 
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The importunities of the people were at laft fo preffing, that 
the tyrant, to footh them, fent an embaffy to Sylla, without, 
however, making any propofal for an accommodation; fo that 
they returned without any effect. Sylla foqn after being in- The city 
formed by fome fpies he had in the city, that a certain part of is taken 
the wall was very defencelefs, hecaufed his troops to attempt to by ftorm. 
icale it, in which they fucceeded. At the fame time, making a 
large breach in the walls, he at length got poffeffion of the place, 
which he gave up to the rage of his foldiers, who inhumanly 
murdered even the women and children. A few days after, the 
upper city, which was called Cecropia, and was feparated from 
the lower by a wall, was forced to furrender, when the tyrant, 
his guards, and all who had been in any employment under 
him, were put to death ; but the others were fpared, Sylla par¬ 
doning the children for the fake of the fathers. The only 
punilhnient he inflicted upon the few citizens who had the good 
luck to outlive that fatal day v/as, that they fhould not for the 
future have the power of chiding their own magiftrates, nor 
repair the breach which he had made in the wall; but the firft 
part of the punifhment he foon remitted. Soon after, the new 
wall built by Arcbclans being beaten down, he abandoned the 
Pyr<eum , after a moft vigorous defence, and embarked his troops 
to join Taxiles. Sylla, having taken poffefilon of the Pyrcsum, 
left behind him fome marks of his refentment, by deftroying 
moft of the ftately buildings, and, amongft others, the maga¬ 
zines and the arfenal. 


The Athenians, after the departure of Sylla, enjoyed a pro- j n t h e c j_ 
found tranquillity till the civil war broke out between Cafar v ]] Wars ~ 
and Pompey, when they fided with the latter; on which ac- the A the- 
count Sp. Fufius Calcnius, Ccsfar’s lieutenant, ravaged their mans fide 
country, and invefted their city. After the defeat of Pompey at with Pom- 
Pharfalia , they fubmitted to Ccefar, who not only pardoned^, 
them, but received their city under his protection, faying. That 
he/pared the living for the Jake of the dead. Neverthelefs, upon 
his death they openly declared for his murderers, received Bru¬ 
tus and Cajfius into their city, and even ereCted ftatues to them, 
which they worfhiped. After the defeat of Brutus and Cajftus, They are 
they fided with Anthony, who enlarged their territory, by fub- favoured 
jefting to them the iflands of Cea, Sciatbus, Peparetbus 9 and by Antbo- 
Egina. Auguflus punifhed their ingratitude to Julius Ccefar, ny, 
by taking from them the ifland of JEgina. Germanicus, the 
adopted fon of Tiberius, honoured them with the privilege of a 
licbr, which was deemed a mark of fovereign power. Fefpa- 
fian reduced Attica, with the reft of Greece, to a Roman pro¬ 
vince, faying, That the Greeks knew not how to enjoy their liberty ; 
but the emperor Adrian, who had been archon of Athens, re- and by the 
ftored them to the full enjoyment of all their antient privileges, emperor 
At his charge the two ports of Pyrcsum and Munichia were re- Adrian . 
paired, and a whole region of new buildings added to the old 
city, which quarter was called Adrianopolis. All the privileges 

granted them by this emperor were not only confirmed, but ex¬ 
tended. 
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tended, by feveral of his fuccelTors j but Sever us ftripped them 
of a great many privileges, to revenge, as is fuppofed, an af¬ 
front which he received at Athens while he ftudied there. In the 
reign of Gallienus , ‘ according to TLofimus , or of Claudius as 
Cedrenns will have it, the city was taken and plundered by\he 
Goths , who were foon after obliged to abandon it. Gonflaniint 
the Great was a peculiar patron and benefa&or of the Athenians 
and granted them many privileges of great confequence. ’ 

In the time of Arcadius and Honorius , they were cruelly ha- 
raffed and pillaged by the Goths , who turned all the {lately and 
magnificent ftrudlures that were then {landing into heaps of 
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ruins. 


Athens 


in the hands of Baldwin ; but not long after was befieged and 
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Delves 


Bonifi 


It fell afterwards into the 

upon whofe 


death it was feized by Bajazet , who was driven out by the Ga- 
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jicdaioll 


They 


as it was then called, to the Venetians. In 145?, it wasatlaft 
reduced by the Turks , and continued fubje£t to them till the 
year 1687, when it was, after a fhort fiege, taken by the Vene¬ 
tians. Not many years after it was retaken by the Turks, who 
continue matters of it to this day. 

As we have frequently mentioned the Acarnanicms in the 
hiftory of Mtolia , we {hall give a fhort account of their 
ftafe, which lay between Mtolia and Epirus. The Acarmmam 
were a free people, and were governed by a praetor, a general 
affembly, and other fubordinate magiftrates, of the fame nature 
and authority as thofe of the Acheeans and Aitolians. They 


ip, the father of Perft 


of Mace- 


famous battle of Cynocephala. However, Lucius Flaminius , bro¬ 
ther to Titus, undertook to bring them over to the Romans. 
With this view he had two conferences with the chief men of 
the Rate, the firft at Corcyra , and the latter at Leucas , the car 
pital of Acarnania, feated on the ifthmus, or rather illand of 
Leucadia. In this fecond interview, the leading men of the 
nation drew up the plan of a confederacy with the Romans \ 
but fome, who had been bribed by the king, leaving the af- 

fembly with indignation, made loud complaints among the citi¬ 
zens ; fo that the whole city was in an uproar. During this 
general commotion, Echedemus and Androcles , two Acarnamans , 

crrMflxr in fTipir own rniintrvr nn ivino* from JlaOCCaOHs 


flavifh 


who, without any regard to the faith of treaties, were betray¬ 
ing the intereft of their country. The people, already prepol-: 
felled againft the Romans , backed the remonftrances of the two 
deputies from Mace dan, and openly protefted that they woulu 

not enter into any engagements prejudicial to Philip* Their 

J ■ alliance 
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nc e with the king of Macedon was then renewed, and the 
treaty made with the Romans by fome private men rejeCted with 


111 Lucius, who, in the beginning of the tumult, had retired 
, ideas, refolved to reduce the Acarnanians by force. He 
accordingly failed from Corcyra with a confiderable body of 
troops and inverted the city of Leucas. Though he profecuted 
the liege with great vigour, the Leucadians made a moft obfti- 
na te refinance, and fruftrated all his attempts. At length. They are 
fome Italian exiles having conduced many of the Romans pri- reduced 
vately within the walls, while the garrifon was engaged with by the 
them in the market-place, the walls were fealed, by which Rowans. 
means the enemy made themfelves matters of the city. The 
reduction of the capital ftruck fuch terror into the whole na¬ 
tion, that they fubmitted to the Romans , under whofe protec- 
tion’they lived according to their own laws, till the reduction 
of Corinth, when Acarnania became part of the province of 

Mai a. 


The Epirots having likewife, in fome meafure, been con-Situation 
ne&ed with the Greeks, we {hall here annex a fhort account of and go- 
their country. Epirus was bounded on the eaft by AHolia , vernment 
on the weft by the Adriatic, on the north by Thejfaly and Ma^ of Epirus - 
cedon, and on the fouth by the Ionian fea. This country was an- 
tiently governed by its own princes; but Dcidamia , great 
grand-daughter to the famous Pyrrhus , having no ifliie, gave 
the Epirots their liberty, who formed themfelves into a repub¬ 
lic, which was governed by magiftrates, annually elected in a 
general affembly of the whole nation. The Epirots were 
obliged to be continually on their guard againft the kings of 
Macedon, who made frequent incurfions into their country, and 
forced them many times to contribute, as if they had been their 
fubjeCts, to the charges of their wars. t The Romans , after 
having conquered Philip , reftored them to their ancient liberty ; 
but they, forgetful of this favour, afterwards joined Perfeus, The Epi- 
which fo provoked the Roman fenate, that they ordered P. /Emi - rots dc- 
lius to plunder the cities of this ungrateful people, and level them clare 
with the ground. He accordingly marched to Epirus, to exe- againft the 
cute their commands, his troops being received by the Epirots Romans. 
into all their cities with great demonftrations of joy, hoping 
that he came to reftore them to the full pofleflion of their liber¬ 
ties. As mi Hits ordered the ten chiefs, who governed the feveral P. JEmi- 
provinces of Epirus , to bring to his camp all the gold and filver Hus plun- 
in their refpe&ive diftri&s. This order being complied with, ders and 
though with great reluctance, all the reft of the fpoil of Epirus dei troys 
was given up as a prey to the foldiery. Though the confular tneir ci- 
troops were cantoned in different places, the execution was ties, 
made the fame day and hour, the Roman foldiers falling every 
where, with incredible fury, on the houfes, which were aban¬ 
doned to their rage. The whole booty was fold, and of the 

money 
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money railed by the fale each foot foldier had about fix pounds 
nine millings, and each of the horfe the double of that fu m 
One hundred and fifty thoufand men were made {laves, and fold 
to the beft bidder for the benefit of the republic. All the.... 
of Epirus , to the number of 70, were difmantled, and the chief 
men of the country carried to Rome , where moft of them 
condemned to perpetual imprifonment. 

Upon the diflolution of the Achetan league, Epirus was made 
part of the province of Macedon ; but when Macedon became a 
diocefe, Epirus was made a province of itfelf, called the pro- 
vince of old Epirus. On the divifion of the empire, it fell to 
the emperors of the eaft, and continued under them till the 
taking of Conftantinople by the Latins , when Michael Angelas 
a prince nearly related to the Greek emperor, feized on Atolia 
and Epirus. His brother Theodorus , who fucceeded * him, hav¬ 
ing enlarged his dominions, aflumed the title of emperor, and 
was crowned by Demetrius , archbifhop of Bulgaria. Amu- 
rath II. at length feized on this province, and afterwards great 
part of it was held by the noble family of the Cajlriots , who, 
though they were matters of all Albania , yet ftiled themfelves 
princes of Epirus. Upon the death of the famous George Cajlriot, 
Epirus fell to the Venetians , who were foon difpoflefled of it by 
the Turks , in whofe hands it ftill continues under the name of 
Albania. 




CHAP. VIII. 


The biftory of the chief Greek iflands 


SECT. I. 


The hijlory of Rhodes. 


T HIS ifland was formerly known by the names of Ophiuja , 

A/leria, AZtbraa, Trinacria,' Corymbia , Poeffa , Atabyria , 
Marcia , Oloe'ffa , Stadia , Telchinis , Pelagia , and Rhodus or 
Rhodes , which laft prevailed in latter ages. Some derive this 
name from the Greek word Rhadon , a role, with which fort of 
flowers they fay the ifland abounded. Diodorus fays, Rhode, 
the daughter of Apollo by Venus, gave her name to the ifland; 
but Bochart derives the name from the Phoenician word Rd, 
fignifying a ferpent, having been greatly infcfted by thofe in¬ 
fers, 
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on which account it was called by the Greeks Ophiufa. 

It lies about 20 miles diftant from the coaft of Lycia and Carla, 
and is about 120 miles in compafs. It is blefled with a moft Its foil and 
fruitful foil, and formerly produced in great plenty all forts of climate, 
delicious fruits and wines of a moft exquifite tafte. The air is 
here faid to be fo ferene, that no day ever paffes without fun- 

fhine. 

In Homer’ s time, this ifland had three cities, namely, Lindus , The an- 
Camirus, Jalyfus, to which, in after ages, was added a fourth, tient Rio- 
bearing the name of the ifland. The three oldeft cities were, cities, 
according to Diodorus , built by Tlepolemus , the fon of Hercules , 
before the Trojan war; but Strabo and Cicero tell us, that they 
were built by the grandfons of Phoebus , who imparted their 
names each to the city he built. Athenaus reckons thefe cities 
among the Dorian colonies, as they were faid by fome to have been 
built by the Dorians not long after their migration. According 
to Herodotus , they were built by the daughters of Danaus, who 
fled hither after they had murdered their hufbands. 

The city of Rhodes , built during the Peloponnefian war, foon The city 
eclipfed the other three, and became the metropolis of the whole of Rhodes. 
ifland, the inhabitants of the three other cities, which were an- 
tiently three independant republics, having come hither to fettle. 

It was fituated op the eaft coaft, in an agreeable plain, at the foot 
of a rifing ground, furrounded at fome diftance with feveral hills full 
of fprings, and covered with all kinds of fruit-trees. No city, fays 
Strabo, was preferable to it in antient times, whether we confider 
the ftatelinefs of its buildings, or the excellent laws by which it 
was governed. In the Roman times, it was famous for the ftudy 
of all fciences, and reforted to by fuch of the Romans , as were 
defirous of improving themfelves in literature, being, by fome 
of the antients, equalled to Athens itfelf. Moft of the pagan 
deities, Dio Chryfojlome tells us, had temples in this city, and 
each of thofe temples contained immenfe treafures, befides an 
incredible number of ftatues and pictures, done by the greateft 
mafters, votaries flocking hither with rich prefents from all 
parts of Greece , Afia, and Italy. It had a very convenient har¬ 
bour, at the entrance of which were two rocks, and on thefe 
rocks, though 50 feet afunder, the famous ColoJJiis is fuppofed The Co¬ 
ta have ftood. It was an huge ftatue of brafs, eredled in honour loffm. 
of the fun or Apollo , the tutelary god of the ifland, and for its 
fize accounted one of the wonders of the world, being, accord - 
ing to Pliny, 70 cubits, or 105 feet, high. Ships, when enter¬ 
ing the harbour, failed between its legs ; its thumb was a fa¬ 
thom in compafs, and its fingers larger than moft ftatues. It 
was hollow, and, to render it fteady, was filled with vaft ftones. 

Demetrius Poliorcetes , having fpent a whole year in the fiege of 
Rhodes , without being able to fake the place, was reconciled to 
the RJjodians, and on his departure prefented them with all the 
engines of war he had employed againft their city. Thefe the 
Rhodians fold for 300 talents, and with that money, and othor 

additional 
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additional Turns of their own, raifed this famous Colojfus, 'Tj 1( 
artificer they employed was Chares of Lindus , who was twelvt 
years in compleating the work. After it had ftood 60 years j( 
was thrown down by an earthquake, which did great damage 
in the eaft, efpecially in Caria and Rhodes . For the repairing 
of their Ioffes the Rhodians received many generous prefent$ 8 
efpecially from the kings of Syracufe , Egypt , Macedon , Syria 
Pontus , and Bythinia. The money they gathered is faid to have 
exceeded five times the value of the damages ; but pretending 
an anfwer of the oracle of Delphi , forbidding the fetting up of 
the Colojfus again, they appropriated the Turns given for that 
purpofe to tnemfeIves. Near 900 years after, Moawias , the 
fixth caliph of the Saracens , having taken Rhodes , fold the brafs 
of the Colojfus to a Jezv , who loaded with it 900 camels. From 
this ColoJJus the ifland is, by Tome authors, called Colofla, and 
the inhabitants Colofftans. The city of Rhodes is ftill a place of 
no fmall note, being well peopled, and the inhabitants as weal¬ 
thy as the Titrkijl) tyranny permits any to be. 

The inha- This ifland, according to Diodorus , was firft peopled by the 
bitants. Telchinee from the ifland of Crete , who afterwards abandoned it, 

judging, from their {kill in aftrology, that it would Toon belaid 
underwater. It was accordingly overflowed for fome time; 
but when Phoebus , or the fun, had dried the mud, it was pof- 
feffed by his grandfons, three of whom built the cities above 
mentioned. Four of them were obliged to abandon the ifland, 
and take fan&uary in other countries, for having murdered their 
brother Tanges. The defendants of thofe who remained in 
Rhodes being, in after ages, infeftcd by great ferpents, were 
advifed by an oracle, to admit Phorbas and his followers tolhare 
with them the lands in the ifland, if they defired to be delivered 
from their prefent calamity. Phorbas , who was the fon of 
Lapithas , and was at that time feeking for a fettlement in Thcf- 
faly , accepted of the invitation of the Rhodians , and fettling 
with his followers in Rhodes , deftroyed the ferpents, and after 
his death was honoured as a demigod. 

Afterwards Althesmenes , the fon of Catreus king of Crete, be¬ 
ing told by an oracle, that it would be his fate to kill his own 
father, to avoid this misfortune, came over to Rhodes with a 
colony of Cretans , and fettled at Caminus. Catreus , having no 
other fon, fome time after failed to Rhodes to bring back Althcs- 
menes j but landing on the ifland at night with his attendants, 
the Rhodians , who belieyed them pyrates, fell upon them, and 
in the conflid the king was killed by his own fon. 

Not long before the Trojan war, Tlepolemus , the fon of Her¬ 
cules , having killed unawares one Lychinnius at Argos , took re¬ 
fuge, by the advice of an oracle, at Rhodes , where he planted a 
colony, and being created king of the whole ifland, ne governed 
with great juftice and equity. After the Trojan war, the Do¬ 
rians poffelled themfelves of the beft part of this ifland, and 

hence it is that the Rhodians are sailed Dorians , and alio Pelo* 

ponneftans* 
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I tinncfians. The Dorians , according to Eufebius , teing de- 
I f C ended from Tharfis , the great grandfon of Japhet, that writer, 

I by Tharfis , underltands Rhodes. St. Jercm> on the other hand, 

I is of opinion, that Rhodes was firft peopled by the defcendants 
I of Dodanim , whom the Greeks corruptly called Rbodanim. 

The Rhodians applied themfelves very early to trade and na- Their - 
vigation, and foon became fo Ikilled in maritime affairs, that trade, 
they obtained the fovereignty of the fea. Their laws and conftitu- 
lions relating to navigation were fo juft, that they were after¬ 
wards incorporated into the Roman paride&s, and followed in all 
the provinces of the Ro?nan empire. 

The government of Rhodes was originally monarchical ‘ but The go* 
there is no account extant of their kings who reigned before the vernment 
Trojan war. The names of the princes who reigned in the time of the 
of the Trojan war, and after that epocha, are Tlcpolemus, Dort - Rhodians . 
cus, Damagetus , Diagor'as , Evagoras , Gleobolus , Erajlides , Da¬ 
magetus II. Diagoras Ll. 

1 Tlepolemus accompanied Agamemnon to the Trojan war, and, Kings of 
according to fome, was killed by Sarpedon ; but others fay, that Rhodes. 
he returned home loaded with the fpoils of the plundered city. 

Doricus was fucceeded by his fon Damagetus , who was com¬ 
manded by an oracle to marry the daughter of the beft man 
among the Greeks , in compliance with which injunction, he 
took to wife the third daughter of Arijlomenes the MeJJenian , by 
whom he had Diagoras. This prince, who fucceeded his lamer, 
became fo famous for his virtue and juftice, that his fucceffors 
were all called Diagoridce. Cleobulus travelled into Egypt , where 
he ftudied philofophy, and on his return to Rhodes , was highly 
efteemed, not only by his countrymen, but by all the Greeks , 
and counted among the feven wife men of Greece. He left his 
kingdom to his daughter Clcobulina , a woman of great learning, 
who refigned the throne to Erajlides , one of the defcendants of 
Diagoras . Erajlides is called by Pindar a pacific prince. Of 
the ieveral kings who reigned after him, of the fame family, the 
only one we find mentioned by the antients is Diagoras II. who 
was cotemporary with Pindar , by whom he is greatly celebrated, 
having been conqueror in the Olympic , ljlhmian , hfemeean, and 
Argian games. Befides two daughters he had three fons, who 
were all vidtors at the fame time in the Olympic fports. After 
the judges had palled fentence, and the public herald proclaimed 
their names, they flew to embrace their father, who was pre-* 
fent, and placing their crowns upon his head, carried him in 
triumph through the crowd, the whole affembly, with loud ac¬ 
clamations, extolling their piety. Their father, not being able 
to bear fuch an excels of joy, died in their arms, envied more 
for his death than for his many victories. Pherenice , one of his 
daughters, accompanied her fon in difguifeto the Olympic fports, 
though it was death for a woman to approach the plains or 
Olympia during that folemnity. Her fon being vidtor, Ibe dis¬ 
covered herfelf, but was acquitted, out of refpect to her father, 

Vol, II, Mm brothers. 
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gers count Z50 years 


Upon 


were 


The re¬ 
publican 


C 


ionn oi 
govern¬ 
ment in 


brothers, and Ton. From Diagoras I. to Diagoras II. chronoln 

the death of this laft prince 
feme revolution muft have happened; for while his children 

ftill alive, we find another family upon the throne, name¬ 
ly, the Ajclepladce. But it is plain, this family held the throne 
only a few years, as the Rhodians had no king at the time of 
Xerxes’s expedition into Greece. 

Upon the death or expulfion of the laft king, the republican 
government prevailed all over the ifland, during which the 
Rhodians became very powerful by fea, and planted feveral co¬ 
lonies in diftant countries, particularly Rhodus in Spain, and 

.. Parthenope in the ^country of the Gpici. The Rhodians , about 

troduced. this time, were alfo mailers of the Balearic ifiands, called then 

the Gyvinafan i(lands. In the time of the Peloponnefian war 
and for feveral ages after, the republic of Rhodes was rent into 
two factions ; the people favouring the Athenians , and the no¬ 
bles the Lacedaemonians ; but the latter at laft prevailing, the 
An ariilo- democracy was abolilhed, and an ariftocracy introduced in its 
cracy pre- room. Under this form of government the ftate enjoyed a pre¬ 
vails. found tranquillity till the 3d year of the 105th Olympiad , when 

This war, after lafting five years 
treaty of peace, Rhodes , Chios , Co f, 
and Byza-.tiu;n :, were to enjoy full liberty, and to be indepen- 
dant of Athens. The people of Cos and Rhodes , who had been 
declared free by this treaty, feem only to have changed their 

t r 1 1 • t' z'* • v •» n 1 1 

m 


the facial liar broke out. 
was concluded, and by the 


- 1 


.icav.-jxts 


kin 


go: 


mafter ; for Muufolus , king of Caria , who had affifted them 
throwing orF the Athenian yoke, feized the fovereignty of both 


Caria, co- ifiands. Upon his death, which happened two years after the 
t ,redes the peace, both the Rhodians and Coans drove out the Can an garri- 
Mhniuu:s. fons, and to revenge the injuries they had received from Man- 

The queen Artemijia , who had fucceeded 
inhabitants of Halicarnajfus to exprefs, 

nefs to furrender, if 
alls. The Rhodians 


fclus , invaded Caria. The 
.her hufband, defired the ini 
by fhoats and clapping of hands, a willing 
the RLsdia::: Ihould appear before their w< 
corning before the town were deceived by this ftratagem, ami 
leav ing their gallics without a guard, entered the town, when 

Artemijia , in the mean time, feizing 
alike, and crowning thorn with garlands, fct fail for 


1 


tney v/cre cut m preces. 
their 


rr 





Rhodes , and was admitted by the Rncdians into their harbour, 

Art mi fix 

Jurprilcs 

Rhodes . ex pc a 

Kef. Chr. vokc, privately folicited the afliftar.ee of the Athenians , from 

whom they had but lately revolted. : heir ambafi'adors were 
zcaloufiy (ccondcd by the famous Dcmojshcnes ; but what effect 

Ins fp 

jdans, is not known, 
after delivered from the yoke they 
authors fay, that they were indebted to th 

Others, frAvevcr, affirm, that Artemijia furviving the 

co 1. quel; 


ch, which is ftill extant, had on the minds of the Jibe- 

it is certain, were foon 
d under: and fome 


The Rhodians. 


grume 


under; ; 
Athenians (or their 


liberty 
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conqueft of Rhodes only a few months, the Rhodians reinftatcd 
themfclves in their former condition with their own forces *. 

The Rhodians, from this time, enjoyed a profound tranquillity They fuh 


till th 


Great 


of their own accord, their cities and harbours, and were ' 4 order 

“1 J . . _ C __IT_‘ 


on t 
the 


hat account more favoured by that prince than any other of the Great. 
Greek nations. Upon the news of his death, however, they 


Macedonian 


free people- A dreadful inundation happened about this time 
at Rhodes, which was accompanied with violent irorms of rain, 
and hail-ftones of an extraordinary bignefs. As no care had 
been taken to clear the pipes and conduits, the lower parts of 
the city were in an inftant laid under water, and the inhabi¬ 
tants drowned. As the deluge encreafed, fome endeavoured to 
efcape to their fnips, and others attempting to remedy the evil, 
miferablv perifhed in the waters. The city being thus threat- 
iied with utter dcftrudHon, the wall, which was built in the 
form of an amphitheatre, fuddenly burft afunder, and all the 
waters difcharged themfelves with a violent current into the fea. 

The Rhodians , by applying themfelves more clofely than Theif 
ever to trade and navigation, foon repaired the great lofles they friend hip 
had fuffered, and rendered themfelves fo formidable at fea, courted 
that all the princes who were then at variance with each other, by die 
courted their friendfhip. They, however, obferved a ftrief neu-neigh- 
trality, and thereby became one of the molt opulent ftates of bouang 


4 


At their own charges they cleared the leas of the princes 


pyrates who had for many years interned th 
Europe. 


M 


As the moft advantageous fources of their commerce flowed Antigonus 


to 


c\ 


?.o 


A. 


from Egypt, they were therefore chiefly attached to Ptolemy , rcfolves t 
and refilled to a lull Antigonns againft him. Antigonus , not fa- attack th 
tisfied with their refulhl, blocked up their harbour, to prevent Rhodians. 
any fhips failing from thence to Egypt. The Rhodians oblig- l-kf. Chr. 
ing him, with the lofs of many thips, to quit his fta ion, he 
charged them as the aggreflors, and threatned to befiege their 
city with his whole army. Having in vain endeavoured to ap- 
peafe him, they lolicitcd the aflirhmee of all their allies, and 
made great preparations. Antigonus being then near .So years 
of age, trufted the fiege to his fon Demetrius , who appeared Thar cm 
before Rhodes with 200 gallies, 170 tranfports, having on board befieged 
40,000 men, and icoo other veflels laden with proviiions and by Dane* 
warlike engines, being joined alfo by great numbers of mcrce- inns. 
naries and pyrates, who expedited to {hare in the rich booty. 

Having landed his troops he ravaged the country, and cutting 
down the groves, employed the timber in fortifying his camp 
with a treble palifade befides ftrong ramparts. Many great com¬ 
manders, on this occafion, threw themfelves into Rhodes , to 


* Aul. Gel. 1 , x. Strab. 1 . x. Derr.oft. de libert. Rhod. 
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try 
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try their (kill againft Demetrius , who was furnamed Poliorcetes 
from his great fuccefs in reducing of cities and conducing 
(leges. The Rhodians having difmifled all ufelefs perfons, found 
that the citizens capable of bearing arms amounted to 6000, 
and the foreigners to 1000. They promifed liberty to all flaves 
who fhould diftinguifh themfelves by any glorious action; and 
by a proclamation declared, that whoever died in defence of 


fhould 


fhould 


fhould 


at the charge of the public; 

‘ntained out of the 
his daughters, and 


fhould 


with a full fuit of armour at the great folemnity of Bacchus. 

The befieged, with three nimble gallies, intercepted a fmall 
fleet of merchant fhips that fupplied the enemy with provifions, 
and burning a great number of the veflels, took feveral others, 
by which they gained a confiderable fum of money by the ran- 
fom of the prifoners they had taken; for it had been agreed 


Demetrius 


1000 drachmas fhould be 


paid for the ranfom of every freeman, and 500 for each Have. 

• • | 1- -1 It ! 1 1 • 

Demetrius beg 

defence of great fury ; but the befieged repulfed him fucceilively for eight 
the be- ? ,M -'- 1 ‘-’ ’ v ' 


Vigorous 


fiaged. 


days, and fet fire to moft of his warlike engines, which obliged 
him to allow them fome refpite. When Demetrius had re¬ 
paired his engines, he ordered a general aflault to be made; but 
his troops were repulfed with great (laughter, and had no bet¬ 
ter fuccefs when they renewed the attack on the day follow¬ 
ing. One of his batteries, by continually difeharging againft 
the walls ftones of r co pounds weight, at length made feveral 
breaches ; but the Rhodians Tallying out, drove the enemy from 
their polls with great daughter, and deftroyed the machines. 
Demetrius , irritated with this lofs, ordered a fealade by land 
md fea at the fame time ; but this, tho* very bloody, proved 


alfo unfuccefsful. 


refrefhed his men, Dcmetr 


•aflaulted the fortifications that defended the harbour, and when 
he came within the caft of a dart, caufed a vaft quantity of 
burning torches and fire-brands to be thrown into the Rhodian 
/hips, galling with dreadful fhowers of darts, arrows, and 
ftones, fuch as offered to extinguifh the flames. The Rhodi- 
4tns, however, having put a ftop to the fire, manned three of 
their ftrongeft fhips, with which they (battered in pieces the 
veflels on which the enemy’s machines were planted. Derm - 

trius, notwithstanding his bad fuccefs, refolved upon a fecond 

attack, and ordered a machine of a new invention to be made, 
which was thrice the heighth and breadth of thofe he had lately 
loft; but when this was on the point of entering the harbour, 
it w r as driven by a ftorm againft the (hore. During the con- 
fufion that was occafioned thereby, the Rhodians made a (ally 
and deftroyed his chief land battery, taking at the fame time 
400 prifoners. After this victory, the garrifon was reinforced 


Gnojfians from Crete 




tgypi 


Demttrk 
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Demetrius being ftill bent on profecuting the fiege, framed A ma¬ 
tte famous engine called Hdepoles , or Town-taker ; the bafis of chine of a 
which was near 50 cubits fquare, and formed of ftrong beams new in- 
faftened together with plates of iron. The whole was moved vention 
upon eight ftrong and lar^e wheels ; and in order to facilitate built by 
and varv its movements, callers were placed under it. From the Demetrius. 
four corners beams of wood of 100 cubits length were raifed, 
which beams joined each other at the top. The whole machine 
onfifted of nine ftories, the firft of which was fupported by 
,, beams, and the laft by 9. Three fides of the machine were 
plated over with iron, and in the front of each ftory were win¬ 
dows, from whence the warlike engines threw out darts and 
ftones. Each window was furnifhed with fhutters, and every 
dory with two large ftair-cafes. This huge machine was mov¬ 
ed forwards by 3000 of the ftrongeft men of the whole army, 

80,000 feamen being employed in levelling the ground before 
It for the (pace of half a mile. Demetrius alfo invented new 
forts of galleries, and pent-houfes for covering his men em¬ 
ployed in filling up the ditches and trenches. 

The Rhodians obferving thefe formidable preparations, built The Rh- 
anew wall within that which the enemy intended to batter dians build 
with the Helepolis , not fparing even their temples, but fupplied a fecond 
themfelves with materials by pulling them to pieces. They wall* 
at the fame time fent out nine of their belt gallies to cruife 
againft the enemy. This fmall fquadron foon returned with 
an immenfe booty and many prifoners, having found in one 
galley great variety of valuable furniture, and a royal robe 
which Phila herfelf had wrought and fent as a prefent to her 
hufband Demetrius , with a letter written with her own hand. 

The Rhodians fent the furniture, the royal robe, and even the 

letter, to Ptolemy. 

Demetrius, in the mean time, caufed the walls to be fecretly 
undermined; but the Rhodians having intelligence of this by 
a deferter, began to countermine, and meeting the enemy un¬ 
derground, obliged them to abandon the work. While both 
parties guarded the mines, a choice body of Demetrians ^ were 
admitted into thofc of the Rhodians , by Athenagoras a Milejian, 
under pretence of betraying the town to them ; but they were 
inftantly feized and made prifoners; for which fervice Athena¬ 
goras was crowned by the fenate with a crown of gold, and 
prefented with five talents of filver. Demetrius having advanc¬ 
ed his Helepolis , with four penthoufes on each fide of it, beiides 
two other large penthoufes bearing battering rams, ordered a 
general aflault to be given by fea and land. In the heat of the 
attack, ambafiadors arrived from Cnidus , and offered their me¬ 
diation fora peace. A fufpenfion of hoftilities was accordingly 
agreed to; but the Rhodians rcje&ing the terms offered them, 
the attack was renewed with great fury, and a tower, with part 
of the wall were beaten down. The Rhodians, however, de¬ 
fended the breach with fiich refolution, that the enemy wer® 

obliged to retire. c 
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Soon after the befieged received large fupplies of provifion: 
in three different fleets from Ptolemy , Cajjemder , and Lyjimacbm 
Animated with this feafonable relief, they formed a'defhi oi 
fetting fire to the enemy’s engines ; which they very niccefT- 
fully executed. The conflagration was fo great, that the lick 



A penc 



the breach, to prevent the 

a i . \ r 


were mo 
very coni 
unfit for 

and drew a deep 
enemy entering the city that way. About the fame time far.e 
of their gallics were very fuccefsfut in their cruifes agaiiiu the 
enemy, and they received a reinforcement of 1500 men. 

Demetrius again advanced his machines to the walls ar.d 
made new breaches; but in three fucceffive attacks was .e- 


^ 

pulfcd with great lofs by the befieged. About the fame time 
fifty ambaflaclors arrived from Athens, and the other cities 
Greece , offering their mediation, and at their requeft a ceffat 
of arms was agreed upon; but this negotiation proved incffe&i 


a; 



general aflault by fea and land at night, ordered 150o of his beft 


troops in the mean time to enter the br 


r 


1 


without any noih, 


and then to attack thofe who defended tiic entrenchments. 


This 




while the town w 


as in a 


general alarm, ac- 


^ ' * 

cording!y forced their way over tire breach, and Adzed a poll 
adjoining to the theatre ; but the Rhodium, however, nonvith- 
ftanding their confternation, were prevented by their officers 
from leaving the ramparts. Next morning part of die garrifon 
attacked the troops of Demetrius, who were lodged in the city, 
and after a moil: bloody conteft, killed great part of then?, md 
took the reft prisoners, tho’ not without eonfider.ihle iois to 
themfelves. 


Demetrius foon after receiving a lctP.r from his 
father, defiring him to conclude a peace with the Rhodium , 
left he fhould lofe his whole army in the liege of a jingle town, 
began to think of fome honourable expedient for breaking up 
the liege. The Rhodians having found means to render his 


cov 


■icloded Heicpoiis ufelefs, by undermining the ground over which it was 
.......... moved, Demetrius accepted of the mediation of the Atoiian 

ambafladors, who fome time before had arrived at his camp. 
A peace was accordingly concluded, by which the R'o> 

enew their an¬ 
al nib 


between 
Dem i rim 
and the 


atans being declared mciepenaant, prom i led to r< 

jr.rjo.it. ,v * , ^ 1 n~ n 1 ■ > , • 

Bef.Chuff tient alliance wirn 1mtigonus , and afliit him in hi 


is wars aga 


3 ° 




all feates and princes, except Ptolemy king of Egypt ; ana tor 
the performance of the articles fcipulated, to deliver zoohofta- 

_ .L. n .j ’ /!,_U _1. 1___ 


ges, iucn as D... 

lie employment excepted. 
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The liege being thus raifed, after it had confined a whole 
the Rhodians amply rewarded all thofe who had diflin- 


S3S 
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paid him divine honours, gave him the name of Sotrr or faviour, 
and confecrated to him a l'quare grove in the city, enclofmg it 
with a fumptuous portico which was a furlong in length. Ds- 
riclrius , at his departure, made the Rhodians a pro lent of his 
military engines ; which being fo]d,_ the money raifed by the 
fale ferved in part for erecting their famous Coloflus (a). 

* The Rhodians having finifhed this _ war, applied themfeivei 

•a tn trr.Ar. rmd navio-nfion. whifh fnnn rrn. 
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with great indullry to trade and navigation, which foon ren¬ 
dered them the molt opulent and flourilhing late of all Greece 
Tho’ they endeavoured, to the’utmdft of their power, to cul- A war be- 
tivate peace with their neighbours, yet they could not help be- the 
ing involved a few years after in a war with the Byzantines. Ac- Rhodians 
cording to Polybius , the Byzantines being obliged to pay a yearly an d 
tribute°of So talents to the Gauls, who had fettled within a_few~^ // ’V* 
miles of their city, in order to raifc this fum came to a refolu-^ ei - ^ hr * 
tion of laying a toll on all the fhips that traded to the Pontic 2 M* 
fca. The Rhodians immediately complained of this new tax 
at Byzantium ; but their remonUrances having no efFecf, they 
declared war againft the Byzantines , and folicited the afhilar.ee 
of Prufias kin? of Bithynia. The allies of the Byzantines were 


Perg 


of 


-/ 

Taurus 


While the Rhodian fleet ravaged the coals of the Byzantine PruR 


territories 


Hi 


7 01 
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and feized all that portion B ; tb } 


of 


;; ft 



up 


. r _foner in Egypt for feme time ; and Having rcitorccl him 

to his fon without ranfom, they Iw that means gained over 
Achtsits to their party. The Byzantines , on tne otner hand, 
lent to Maccdon for 7 ibites , the nephew ol Piitjias 0 and pie- 
tender to his kingdom, hoping by his means to raiie difniman-* 
ces in Bithynia ; but he dying on his journey, tneir bad me- 



(a) Protogenes, one of the moft 
famous painters of antiquity, had 
a houfe in the fuburbs of Rhodes 
when Demetrius invefted the place, 
in which he continued notwith- 
ftanding the approach of the ene¬ 
my. The king afking him why 
he did not, like the other inhabi¬ 
tants, fave himfelf within the 


walls ; Protogcncs replied, that he 
was under no apprehenfion, f nee 
he was fealible Demetrius had de¬ 
clared war againft the Rhodians , 
and not againft the feiences. The 
erince was fo pie a fed with his an¬ 
swer, that he took him under his 
protc&ion, and placed 2 guard 
round his houfe. 
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cefles began to make them think of peace, which was accord- 

U « /« It • 1 _ 1 * 


concluded ingly concluded on the following terms ; namely, that the 

v . . _ 0 ;• _ 11 __n_!__ /l:_ *._. / 

between zantines 


fliould forbear exacting toll on fliip 


the Rho- j 
dia is and j 
JByz n- the 


* 

nds 


Pruftas Ihould 


ivies. 


_ About this timehappened that dreadful earthquake which threw 

A dread- down the famous CololTus, the arfenal, and great part of the walls 
ful earth- of the city of Rhodes. The Rhodians prudently improved this 
quake at calamity to their advantage, fending ambafiadors to all the 
Rhodes. princes and ftates of the Greek name, who exaggerating their 

lofles, procured immenfe fums for the repairing of them. Hiero 
king of Syracuje prefented them with too talents, and exempted 
from all duties fuch as traded to Rhodes . Ptolemy king of Egypt 
gave them too talents, 1,000,000 of meafures of wheat, ma¬ 
terials for building 20 quinqueremes and 20 triremes, and be- 
fides fent them 100 architects, 300 workmen, whofc wages he 
paid himfelf, and materials for repairing their public buildings 

+ « A • .1 1 r 1 0 


great 


Antigonus gave them ico talents of fiber, 
with To,000 beams of timber, ?coo planks, 3000 pounds of 
iron, as many of pitch and rofin, and 1000 meafures of tar. 
Chryfeis , a woman of diftineftion, fent them 100,000 meafures 
of wheat, and 3000 pounds of lead. Aniiochus exempted them 
from all duties in his dominions, and prefented them with 10 
gallies and 200,000 meafures of corn, with many other things 
of great value. In ftiort, all the Greek towns and nations, 
both in Europe and Afta , contributed according to their ability 
to the relief of the Rhodians on this occafion ; fo that their 
city foon attained to an higher pitch of riches and fplendor 

than ever. ' 

The Rho- The Rhodians , a few years after, engaged in a war with 

stnn Philip king of Maccdon, who without any provocation had in¬ 
vaded the territories of Attains kinv of Pcraamus. Becaufe the 


Attains 

againtl 


Rhod 



of Pergamus. 
bilip lent one Pier a elides to 


Rhilip of fet fire to their fleet, and alfo endeavoured to ftir up the Cretans 
r ■ n ' The Rhodians , provoked by thefe proceedings, 

• n si-.n _ •_j _ r _U 


plr.cedov. 

?ef. Ch 
203. 


againft them. 


The 


dared war againfl; Philip , who at firft 
tage over them near the ifland of Lada. 
however, their fleet, in conjunction with that of Attains , gain¬ 
ed a fiffnal vi&ory over him near the ifland of Chios. Three 

„ O- -m M t % I y f t # T1 * /I • J 


Ma 


Macedonians 


were taken prifoners, the Rhodians having 


loft in all but 60 men, and Attalus 70. After this victory the 
two fleets failed to A'gina, in hopes of intercepting Philip in 
his return *, but failing in their attempt, they proceeded to the 
port of Athens , and renewed their alliance with the Athenians , 
who paid them extraordinary honours, particularly prefenting 
the Rhodians with a crown of gold, and making all the inha¬ 
bitants of Rhodes free of Athens. The Rhodians returned foon 
after to their own ifland, and in their paflage drew into their 
confederacy all the Cyclades , except Andros, Paros , and Cythnou 
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While the Rhodians and Attains were lofrng time in negotia¬ 
tions with the inhabitants of the Cyclades and JEgina, Philip 
employed himfelf in ablion, and having fent a part of his force's 
to ravage the territory of Athens, marched himfelf into Thrace , 
where he took Meronea and Enos, and making himfelf mafter of 
all the caftles along the fhore, palled on from thence to the 
Thracian Cherfonefe, where he took feveral cities. From thence War de- 
nafling over the Hellefpont, he laid fiege to Abydos, which city, dared a- 
for fome time, flopped his progrefs. The Rhodians had in the gainftP£/- 
very beginning of this war entered into an alliance with Rome , lip by the 
and beiiw alarmed by his rapid progrefs, now made complaints Romans. 
again!! htm to the Romans, as though he intended toenflavethe Bef. Chr. 
Greeks in Europe and Afia. Philip paying no regard to the inter- 201. 
pofition of the Romans, in behalf of the Greeks, v/ar was pro¬ 
claimed again!!: him at Rome, and Sulpitius, the conful, fent 
with an army into Macedon. 

The Rhodians early in the following fpring fent 20 gallies to 
join Attains and Apujlius, the Roman admiral. The Macedonians 
not venturing to put to fea, the confederate fleet made themfelves 
mailers of Oreos, a ftrong city on the coaft of Euboea , and ra¬ 
vaged the neighbouring countries that adhered to Philip. 

The next year the Rhodians, in conjunction with Attains and 
the Roman admiral Quintius, ravaged the country of the Caryjlii, 
and took Eretria , near the Euripus, and Caryjlus by afiault. 

They likewife reduced Cenchrea, one of the ports of Corinth , 
and aflifted the conful in the fiege of that important city, which, 
however, baffled all their efforts. 

The Rhodians, in the mean time, by their own forces alone, The Rho- 
recovered Pcraea, a fmall province of Caria , that had been for- dians re¬ 
medy fubjeCt to them. Their praetor, Paufiftratus, landed in cover the 
Caria , at the head of zgoo men, and was foon after reinforced province 
with 1000 Achaean foot and 100 horfe. "With this fmall army of Peraa, 
Pauftjlratus defeated the Macedonians , and recovered all Peraea ; and defeat 
but having given the Macedonians leifure to fupply Stratonice the Mace-. 
with provifions, he was not able to reduce that city. . donians. 

Antiochus the Great about this time having in one campaign Bef. Chr. 
reduced Phosnice, Caelefyria, and Judea, relolved to carry his * 97 * 
arms into Europe ; and while his army alfemblcd at Sardis, un¬ 
der the command of his two fons, Ardycs and Mithridates, he, 
with a powerful fleet of 100 large gallies, and 200 other gallies, 
reduced the cities on the coafts of Caria and Cilicia, that were 
fubje£t to the king of Egypt. The Rhodians on this occafion 
gave a flgnal proof of their zeal for the common interefts ot 
Greece, and of their attachment to the Remans. While Antio¬ 
chus was befieging Coracejium , an important place in Cilicia, the 
Rhodians fent an embafly to him, and threatened him with war 
if he advanced beyond Nepbelis, a promontory of Cilicia. Atn- 
tiochus, though not a little offended, anfwered, that he would 
take care not to quarrel with the Rhodians or the Romans \ to at 
he would fent ambaffadors to renew the ancient treaties which 

|>is ancestors had mad? with Rhodes , and that he had always 

been 
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been defirous 
neverthelefs, 

Patara , Xam 
ly Epbefus iff 


efn 


Andriace 


AntUchu' 


The Rome 
Cynocephal 


The Rho • 


the conquefts of Antiochus. 

A peace about the fame time being concluded between Philip 
Hums pro-and the Romans , the Rhodians, h y the articles of the treaty, 
te&ed by were put in pofleflion of Siratonicc , and the beft part of 
the In the war foon after proclaimed by the Romans againft Anth- 


mans 


ebus , they aflifted the former to the utmoft of their pow 


They 


Paujjjl 

tus , who commanded them, being drawn into a negotiation 
with Polyxenidas , the Syrian admiral, who was a Rhodian exile, 
and promifed to deliver the Syrian fleet into his hands, fullered 
himfelf to be deceived by him, and to be furprifed in the ifland 
from them of Samos. The Rhodians were at firft attacked in the night, 


who re¬ 
ceive aft 

fiftai ce 


againft 

Antioihus. 


fhore 


Paufi/l\ 


funk by the enemy, they were thrown into great confulion, fo 
that only feven vends of the whole fleet efcaped; and being net 
by fome Eretrian gallies, failed to the Plellefpont , and joined the 
Roman fleet, which was carrying on the fiege of Abydos. The 
Rhodians , not difeouraged with rheir late lofs, fitted out 20 gal¬ 


lies, which, under the command of Eudamus, joined the Roman 
admiral at Samos. The confederate fleet from thence proceeded 

nd challenged the Syrians to an engagement at land: 

Part of the fleet aftcr- 


but th 


cf 


o 

a 


challenge was not accepted. 


>n Patara; but proceed- 

¥f •• • ^ --—--— — ^ ^ “ | * M 

ing to Adramyttimn, obliged Antiochus to retire from thence to 


Sardis. 


The Rho- 


.me iwc/- Eudamus returned to Rhodes , but foon after hearing that a 
dians de- formidable fleet was coming out of Syria, under the command 

r . rr Qp file fumOUS PdanP’' ,n ^ Vif* rf'infnrrpd his fnuadron With 17 


feat Han¬ 


nibal by other fhips, and went out to meet him. The two fleets engaged 
fea. 1 on the coafls of Pamphylia, and though the Syrian fleet was fu- 
Bef. Chr. perior to the Rhodian, both in the largenefs and number of 

fhips, yet the Rhodians gained the victory, and deftroying fome 
of the veflels of the enemy, blocked up the reft in the ports of 
Pamphylia. Eudamus leaving Chariclitus with part of the fleet 
to block up Hannibal, joined tn e Roman admiral at Samos with 

fhips. The 


igc 


fquadron to join the Roman admiral, who, by their afiiftance, 
entirely defeated the Syrian fleet oft the ifland of Poos, and de 
ftroyed 42 of their beft fhips. Antiochus not long after being 


a peace with the Romans. 


eft 


After the conclufton of this peace the Romans were inclinea 


of Perganius 


Afu 


had 


Rhoci 


ho 7 / 
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however, interceding in behalf of the Afiatic Greek cities, and 
begging that they might not be declared fubjedt to Eumcnes, the 
fenate granted their requeft. Lycaonia , the two Phrygias , and 

; and Lycia, part of Carla next 
, were bellowed on the Rhodians ; 
but in both thefe difpofitions thofe cities were excepted which 
enjoyed their liberty before the war. 
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jyiyfia, were given to ILitme, 
io Rhodes, and part of Pi fid. 


1j v ^ - — j ^ 

The Lycians , who had been fubjecled to the Rhodians , being The Rho- 

cruelly opprefi'ed by them, fent deputies to Rome to reprefent their dians re- 

grievances to the Roman fenate. The Romans being touched with warded 
compaffion, fent a letter by the fame deputies to the Rhodians , de- by the 
firing them to treat theLymwwwithmildhefs, as allies of the people Romans, 
olRome, tho’ fubjecl to them. The Rhodians , however, Hill conti¬ 
nuing; to govern them in a tyrannical manner, the Z,yczV?«j- at length 
revolted ; but were foon reduced and treated with great feverity. 

The Lycians again had recourfe to the Romans, who willingly The Ly~ 
patronized them, being offended at the Rhodians for conveying 
with their fleet Laodice, the daughter of <S 'eleucus, to her hufband 
Perfes. 

pule matters between the Lycians and Rhodians , which proceed- diatts, 
ing gave fome difguft to the latter, who, neverthelefs, complied 

Pi i •• r\ • r . t • /r*_ a _ r» r l • _ r 


The 


cians op- 

p refled by 

therefore appointed commiflioners to com- the Rho- 


with the injunctions of the commiflioners. 


Perf'e 


Maccdcn, at this time was making great warlike preparations, 
which gave fome umbrage to the Romans , who were informed 
of them by Eumcnes, the Rhodians fent one of their chief men, 
named f 1 atyrus , to Rome, to clear them from all fufpicion of 


Rho 


favouring 


Pc 


f 


Sacyms acting in an imprudent and vehement diansi, uf- 


manner, the Romans were thereby more confirmed in their fuf- pefted by 

the Ro¬ 


ot 


Jes 


to mans. 


the ccells of Afia, to watch the motions of the Rhodians. 
Thefe deputies upon their arrival at Rhodes were furprif d to 
find a fleet of 40 fail ready equiped in the harbour, which they 
foon found were defigned by the Rhodians as fuccours for their 


Perft 


Fhis forwardnefs of the Rhodians was 

He-- 


gefuochus, who was entirely attached to the Romans { t). 

The Roman deputies were fcarce reimbarked, when ambaf- 
fadors arrived at Rhodes from Perfes, and being admitted to an 
audience, ufed their utmoft endeavours to perfuade the Rhodians 
to Hand neuter till war was openly declared. AH the* anfwer 
they received from the fenate was, 

CC_!_ r i * v _« 


(C 


Perfes to alk 

nothing of us which may be prejudicial to the intereffs of 
Romef J Not long after, the war bieaking out between Perfes 
and the Romans, the Rhodians fent fome of their gal lies to join 
the Roman admiral, but the greateft number of their fhips of 


(t) The Prytauis among the the other fates of Greece ; but was 
Rhodians had much the fame pow- chcfen every fix months, 
ex and authority as the pnstor in 


war 
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They pri- war they kept in their own harbours, expe&ing the iffue of the firft 
vately fa- battle. The people at Rhodes generally favoured Perfeus , and no 
vour Per- fooner was news brought of the Romans being worfted in Thejfal L 
fes. than they entered into negociations with Perfes. Taking upon 
Bef. Chr. them alfo to be mediators between the contending powers, they 
167. fent ambalTadors to Rome , who being admitted to an audience 

by the fenate, in a moft infolent ftrain threatened the Rontons 
with their reientment, if they did not hearken to reafonable 
terms of peace, vainly affirming to themfelves, in their pream¬ 
ble, all the honour of the Roman conquefts in Afia. The few 
nate, according to fome hiftorians, anlwered the ambalTadors, 
by reading a decree in their prefence, whereby the Lycim 
•and' Carians were declared free, which fo affected the chief of 
the embaffy, that he fell into a fwoon. Others fay, that they 
threatened them with their refentment upon the conclufion of 
the war. 

The proud Rhodian ambalTadors refufed to accept the ufual 
prefents, and upon their return found deputies from Perfes^ and 
Gcntius , king of Jllyricum , foiliciting an alliance with the Rho¬ 
dians againft Rome. The Rhodians , at the perfuafion of thefe 
envoys, agreed to a neutrality, and having recalled the {hips 
which they had fent to the affiftance of the Romans , foon after 
fent new ambafladors to Rome in favour of Perfes. Before thefe 
ambalTadors were admitted to an audience, news arrived at Rom! 
that Perfes was entirely defeated. The deputies upon this cun¬ 
ningly turned their intended remonftrances into congratulations; 
but the fenate in return accufed them of dillimulation and per¬ 
fidy, and defired them to carry back word to their republic, 
that her care for the interefts of Perfes was now out of feafon. 
The Rho- The Rhodians , terrified with this anlwer, fent ambafladors to 
dians en appeafe the wrath of the fenate, who refufed them an audience, 
deavourto and even threatened their republic with war. The fenate alfo 
appeafe decreed, that they fhould not be treated with the ufual hofpita- 
the fenate lity, nor looked upon as friends. The ambafladors, ftruclc 
of Rome, "with the behaviour of the fenate, changed their habits, and ran 

from houfe to houfe in the attire of criminals, endeavouring to 
raile the compaflion of the Roman citizens. The praetor mov¬ 
ing the tribes to declare war againft Rhodes , and fome of the 
tribunes oppofing the motion, the fenate, to put a flop to the 
conteft, was at laft obliged to admit the Rhodian ambafladors to 
an audience. AJlymedes , who was at the head of the embaffy, 
confefied that his countrymen were very apt to talk arrogantly ; 
but hoped that the Romans would not think any inftance of their 
national vanity fuch a crime, as to be punifhed with the total 
ruin of their country. He urged the many important ferviccs 
the Rhodians had formerly performed for the Romans , and con¬ 
cluded with declaring the entire fubmiflion of his republic to 
the good will and pleafure of Rome. When he had finiflied his 
harangue, the ambafladors and their retinue fell proftrate, ana 
field out branches of olive as a token of their filing for peace. 

After thev had retired, fuch of the fenators as had ferved in the 

• * /I /I , 
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Macedonian war voted warmly againft the Rhodians ; hut Cato , 
jn a fpeech full of fpirit and goodfenfe, reproached the fenators 
w jth being blinded with profperity, fince nothing elfe could 
have made them deliberate whether they fliould deftroy a re¬ 
public, againft which the only charge was fecret thoughts and 
proud words. His reprefentations had fuch weight with the le¬ 
gate, that war was not declared with the Rhodians , which was 
the main point. The decree formerly made, however, was re- iy C ; a an( j 
newed, by which the Rhodians were ordered to withdraw their Curia ta- 
garrifons from Lycia and Caria , and reftore the inhabitants to ken from 
their ancient liberty. The Rhodians, who were under terrible the Rho- 
confternation, received this news with inexpreflible joy, info- dlans. 
much, that the lofs of Lycia and Caria feemed to them but a Bef. Chr. 
flight punifliment. Being chiefly defirous of regaining the af- x Gy. 
feftion of the Romans , they caufed a crown of gold of great 
value to be made, and lent it by an ambaffador to Rome, charg¬ 
ing him to negociate a new alliance with the Remans. Never- 
thelefs, as they were vain-glorious, they enjoined him not to 
offer his petition in writing, left in cafe his requeft was not 
granted, it might be conveyed down to pofterity, and be a 
Sanding monument of reproach to them. The Rhodian pre- The Rho- 
fents were accepted, but the Romans did not, till after much dians re- 
folicitation, agree to the alliance. They obliged the Rhodians , new their 
not only to evacuate Caria and Lycia , but alfo the two cities, alliance 
Caunus and Stratonice , and to put to death or banilh all who with 
had favoured Perfes. < Romei 

Some years after, the Rhodians gave a fignal inftance of the 
great deference they paid to Rome. Calynda , a famous city of 
Caria, being befieged by the inhabitants of Caunus , implored 
the affiftance of the Rhodians , and offered to fubmit to them. 

The Rhodians accordingly obliged the Caunians to raife the liege ; 
but before they would take pofleflion of Calynda , they alked 
leave of the Roman fenate, which they not only obtained, but 
permiffion was alfo granted to the private fubjeifts of Rhodes to 
take poffeffion of the eftates they had formerly enjoyed in Caria. 
and Lycia. The Rhodians , out of gratitude, defired leave to 
ereft, in the temple of Minerva , at Rome , a ftatue of that 
goddefs 30 cubits high. 

From this time to the breaking out of the Mitbridatic war in. 

Afia, no mention is made of the tranlactions of the Rhodians . 

They enjoyed their liberties, while all the other Hates and co¬ 
lonies of Greece were brought under the Roman yoke. In this 
war the Rhodians remained faithfully attached to the Romans , 
and afforded a fandtuary for all the Romans whom the Ajiatics 
drove in great numbers out of their countries. The king of 
Pontus, therefore, refolved to turn all his forces by fea and land 
againft this illand. The Rhodians having made preparations 
for fuftaining a fiege, manned their fleet, and gained feveral ad¬ 
vantages over that of Mithridates , at the entrance of their own 
harbour. The tranfport veffels of the enemy having been dif- 

perfed by a ftorm, the Rhodians attacked them with their fleet, 

funlf 
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Mithri • funk fome, burnt others, and took 400 men prifoners. Mkh~ 
dates ri dates foon after refolved to attack the city by fea in the night 
makes an and to attempt to fcale the wall on that fide, which he was\- 
unfuccefs- formed was not fo high as in other parts : but he mifcarried in 
ful at- his attempt, and next morning was repul fed by the befieged. 
tempt up- Mithri dates, dilheartened by his difappointments, broke up the 
on Rhodes, fiege, after having loll a great many men, and the bell part of 
Eef. Chr. his navy. The Romans on this occafion highly applauded the 
88. behaviour of the Rhodians , who, a few years after, aiHlled 

Pompey with all their naval forces in the war which he made 
upon the Cilician pyrates, and had a great fit are in all the victo¬ 
ries which he gained. In the civil war between C afar and 
Potnpey, they a Hilled the latter with a numerous fleet, under the 
command of Euphranor, who dillinguilhed himfelf above all 
the commanders of Pompey’ s navy, and gained very con fiderable 
advantages over Crfiar's fleets. After the death of Pompey, they 
lided with Cafiar , which drew upon them the refentment of C. 
Cajfius, who infilled upon their delivering up to him all their 
fleet, and putting him in pofleflion of their city and harbour. 
They refufmg this demand, ventured a fea-fight, in which, 
after a long difpute, they were defeated, two of their Ihips be¬ 
ing funk, and the reft very much damaged by the heavy Ihips 
of the Romans . This was the flrft time, according to Jppini:, 
that the Rhodians were fairly overcome in a fea fight. The 
Rhodes *a- Rhodians foon after ventured a fecond engagement, and vi&ory 
hen and declaring for the Romans, they blocked up the city of Rhodes 
plundered both by fea and land. Some of the inhabitants being afraid that 
by Cajfius . Cajfius would take the place by ftorm, privately opened the 
Bef. Chr. gates to him, and put him in pofleflion of the town, which he 
42. neverthelefs treated as if it had been taken by aflault. He com¬ 
manded 50 of the chief citizens, who were fufpe&ed to favour 
the adverle party, to be put to death, and proferibed 25 others 
who had commanded the fleet or army, becaufe they did notap- 
pear when fummoned. He next took pofleflion of all the Ihips of 
the Rhodians , and whatever money they had in the public trea¬ 
sure. He then ftripped the temples of all their valuable furni¬ 
ture, veflels and ftatues, leaving only one ftatue in the whole 
city, namely, that of the fun. As to private perfons, he com¬ 
manded them under fevere penalties to bring to him all the gold 
and filver they had, promifing by a public cryer a tenth part to 
fuch as fhould difeover any hidden treafures. By this means he 
extorted from private perfons above 8000 talents, and fining the 
city in 800 more, he returned to the continent, leaving L. Varus, 
with a ftrong garrifon, to exacl the fine without any abatement. 
After the death of Cajfius, M. Anthony reftored the Rhodians to 
their ancient rights and privileges, bellowing upon them the 
iflands of Andros , Naxos, Tcnos , and the city of Myndus ; but 
thefc the Rhodians fo opprelied with taxes, that Anthony was 
obliged to deprive that republic of the fovereignty of them. 
'The emperor Claudius, we are informed by Dio, deprived the 

Rhodians of their liberty, for having crucified fome Roman citi¬ 
zens i 
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_ en3 . however, as we read in Suetonius and Tacitus , he Toon 
rcftored them to their former condition. Pliny , who wrote in Rhodes 
the beginning of Vefpaftan ’s reign, fliles Rhodes a beautiful and made a 
free town ; but this liberty they did not long enjoy, the illand Roman 
with feveral others, being foon after reduced to a Roman province, province, 
by Vefpufan, anc * obliged to pay a yearly tribute. This province 
was called the Province of the If anils, and the praetor who 
governed it refided at Rhodes. 


SECT. 


II. 


The Iiiftory 



Crete. 


)n of Jupiter; feveral from Cm, one 
ght up Jupiter ; and Diodorus from 


T H E illand of Crete , now called Candia , was known to The dif- 

the ancients by the names of Aeria , Chthonia, Idaa, fcrent 
Curcte, Macaris , &c. It is one of the large!! iflands in the na mes of 
Mediterranean , being, according to Strabo, 287 miles in length, Crete. 
but only about 55 in breadth where wide!!. Some derive the 
name of Crete, which generally prevailed among the ancients, 
from the Curctes, who are faid to have been the firft inhabitants 
of the illand; others from the nymph Crete , daughter of Hefpe- 
rus-, or from Cretus, the fon 
of the Curctes who brou_ 

Crete, the daughter of one of the Curctes whom Jupiter married. 

This illand was greatly celebrated in antient times for its fer- Itsfertili- 
tility. It abounded in all forts of grain, and the fr.uits it pro- ty. 
duccd infinitely furpafl'ed, according to Pliny , all of the fame 
kind that were produced in other countries. The air was an- 
tiendy deemed mof! pure and wholefoine, and is fo to this day, 
though great part of the country lies uncultivated. From the 
fruiifulncfs of the foil, and the purity of its air, it was called 
Macaris , or the Fortunate If and. In former times there were 
reckoned in this illand 100 cities, 90 before the Trojan war, and j ts nurr ». 
10 more after the Dorians fettled there. Forty cities only were 
remaining in the time of Ptolemy, and among the chief of thefe Q no j us . 
V/as Qncjjus , anciently called Ccratus , where king Minos is faid 
to have fixed his relidcnce. This city, of which it is doubt¬ 
ful whether there are any remains, was once the capital of the 
illand, being 30 furlongs in compafs, and full of inhabitants. 


rous cities 


It flood, according to Strabo , about two miles from the nor¬ 
thern coalls, and was walked by the river Ccratus 
Another confidcrable city was Cydonia , the ancientcll in the Cydor.ia. 
whole illand, which flood on the weflern coal!, and was one of 
the moft powerful and wealthy cities of all Crete. It was deem¬ 
ed the ftrongeft place in the whole illand, and though often be- 

fieged, was never taken till the time of Madias , to whom that 

note, and in 


glory was referved. Gortyna was alfo a city of n< 

prccefs of time cclipfed all the other cities of Crete. 


We may 
judge 
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judge of the ancient fplendor and greatnefs of this city, f roc 
its prefent ruins about fix miles from mount Ida, amongwhicl 
are ftill to be feen feveral remains of ancient magnificence. 

Lycus Was alfo a remarkable city in ancient times, being ori. 
ginally a colony of the Lacedeemonians. It was an inland town, 
but has been long ago in ruins. 

Hierapytnd was alfo confiderable, and its ruins are ftill to be 
feen on the coaft over againft the rocks, called by the ancients, 
the Ides of Afjes. 

Eleuthera, called alfo Saorus and Aorus , was an inland city, 
and in the Roman times a place well peopled, and of great 
ftrength. 

Rithymna , now Retime, was anciently a noted city, and is 
ftill a place well peopled. Heraclea was the fea-port of the 
Gnojftans , and is fuppofed to have flood where the town of Can- 
dia was built in after ages. Thefe were fome of the mod con- 
fiderable cities in Crete in ancient times. One of the chief 
mountains of Crete is Ida , celebrated by the poets, and by many 
degrees the higheft in the whole ifland. In all other refpech 
it is inferior to the other hills of the country, being, for the 
greateft part of the year, covered with fnow, and fo barren, 
that it produces nothing, except a prickly fhrub called tragi - 
cantha , or goat’s thorn. It was called Ida from the fine prof- 
pe£t it affords, and, according to Saidas, all places were called 
Idee from whence a great extent of country could be feen, being 
fo named from the Greek word Idein , which fignifies to fee. It 
is now known by the name of Pfiloriti. Difle, now called 
Sethi a, and alfo Lajlhi , is next in height to mount Ida, and co¬ 
vered great part of the year with fnow, whence it is called by 
Strabo , Pliny , and Ptolemy , the White Mountain. Leuci , a long 
chain of mountains, were fo called from their whitenefsj they 
are now known by the names of Madura and Spacia. 

The rivers of note in this ifland are but few. The Nilopo- 
tamus , the Sea/imus , and the Epycydnns , are fpoken of by the 
ancients ; but none of them are at prefent navigable. 

The firft inhabitants of Crete , according to Diodorus Siculus, 
were the Ideei Dadlyli , who inhabited mount Ida , being about 
ioo in number, or according to others, only io, and called 
Dafiyla from the fingers, to which they w'ere equal in number. 
According to Ephorus , they were originally from mount Ida m 
Phrygia , and for their many ufeful difeoveries they were, after 
their death, worfhiped as gods. One of them, it is faid, was 
called Hercules , who inftituted the Olympic games, which were 
by pofterity thought to have been appointed by Hercules , the 

fon of Alonena. 

i Next to the Ideei Daclyli were the nine Curetcs , fome of them 
fuppofed to have fprung from the earth, and others to be de- 
feended from the Ideei Dadiyli. They were very ingenious, 
and invented many things that proved very ufeful to mankind. 
They brought men into focicties and communities, and fhewed 
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them, by their example, the happinefs of a peaceable and or¬ 
derly life. 

The Titans were contemporary with the Cureies, and were 
in number fix men and five women, each of whom invented 
fomething of great ufe tp mankind, and were on that account* 
placed among the gods. Saturn , the eldeft, obtained the king¬ 
dom of Crete , and brought his fubje&s from a wild and barba¬ 
rous, to a more polite courfe of life. Neptune invented the art 
of navigation, and Pluto funeral folemnities; hence the former 
was {filed prince of the fea, and the latter king of the infernal 

{hades. 

The Curetes, according to Herodotus and Strabo , were origi¬ 
nally Phoenicians, and accompanied Cadmus out of Phoenicia. 

According to thefe authors, the Curetes , and Idesi Dadlyli, were 
one and the fame people, and did not fettle in Crete till the time 
of Minos. Bochart brings the Curetes from Palejline , induced 
thereto by the likenefs between their name and that of the Cre - 
than or Cerethites , a people among the Philijlines. Before the 
followers of Cadmus fettled in Crete , a colony of Pelafgians had 
peopled the eaftern coaft of the ifland. After the Pelafgians, 

Teutamus , the grandfather of Minos , carried thither a colony 
of Dorians from Laconia , and the territory of Olympia. Thefe 
feveral'colonies fpoke different languages, and lived quietly in 
caves and huts, but their pofterity were formed into one king¬ 
dom by Minos , who was their firft law-giver, built many towns, 
and introduced ploughing and fowing. The two firft kings of 
Crete , who reigned after the coming of the Curetes , were AJlerius 
and his nephew Minos, who are thought by fome to be the Saturn 
and Jupiter of the ancients, as Europa , the wife of AJlerius and 
mother of Minos , is fuppofed to be the fame with Rhea. Minot 
is called, indeed, the fon of Jupiter ; but Sir Ifaac Newton ob- 
ferves, that the Phoenicians upon their firft coming into Greece, 
gave the name of Jaopater or Jupiter to all kings, and might 
fo call AJlerius. According to Homer, Minos had two brothers, 
Rbadamanthus , and Sarpedon the father of Deucalion the Argo - 
naut , and grandfather of Idomeneus , who went to the fiege of 
Troy. In the reign of Minos, Rbadamanthus , the king’s brother, 
carried feveral colonies into the neighbouring i{lands, which he 
bellowed upon the commanders of his army. 'The Cretans not 
only peopled the neighbouring iflands, but fent colonies into 
Greece, Italy , Sicily , Troas, &c. the cities of Delphi, Miletus, 
and many others, having been founded by them, The Trojans, 
if we believe the moft ancient writers, were originally Cretans, 
as were alfo the Meffapii in Italy, and the inhabitants of fome of 
the iflands of Africa. 

The government of the Cretans is univerfally allowed to have The go- 
been at firft monarchical; but there is a great difagreement vernment 
among authors about the beginning of the Cretan kingdom. of the Cr*- 
tufebius reckons, that the kingdom of Crete was formed 4°° t ns. 
years before Teutamus, and gives us a lift of their kings,^the firft Cres, firft 
of whom was Cres or Cretes , whofe fucceffors were Talus and king of 
» ol, II. N n Vulcan. Crete . 
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Rhadamanthus , mentioned by Strabo and Ariftoth as 
legifiator of the Cretans , is fuppofed by Apollodorus to 
ceeded Vulcan, and to have been famous for his juftice 
h on the lift of Eufebius vests Milinus, and the fixth Me- 


fijfeus, who, according 
iff and of Crete the worfhip o 
Melijfeus was lucceeded by 1 
crops, king of Athens. The 


Taurus, and Jupiter. 


■opa , the daughter of Age 

------ J u pi ter 

into a bull. 


city of Gortyna, and 


Eujlathius 


Ty 


performed great feats both at home and abroad, died in Crete. 
After ins, according to Eufebius and Apollodorus, was brother to 
Lapithas , fucceeded him in the kingdom, and married his wi¬ 
dow Enropa. As he died without male iflue, the three Tons of 

Lapithas , Minos, Rhadamanthus, and Sarpedon, difputed the 
fucceflion to the kingdom, which was at laft poflefled by Mims, 
who banifhed his brothers. Rhadamanthus fled firft into Lycia, 
and thence into Bccotia, where he married Ahnena, the mother 
of Hercules. Sarpedon alfo fled to Lycia or My lias , where he 
was railed to the throne. Minos was fucceeded by his fon Emn- 
der, who married Deidamia , the daughter of Bellerophon^ by 
whom he had a fon, named Sarpedon. He fucceededhimonthe 
throne, and went ty the affiftance of the Trojans, and was kill¬ 
ed by Patroclus. Sarpedon was fucceeded by Lycaftes, thenatu- 




Di odor us 


Mims, the 




giver. 


king who had reigned in Crete. 
nealogy of this Minos, but equally dark and uncertain. 

Minos II. was the firft of the Grecians who equipped a fleet, 
and gained the dominion of the fea. By his wife Paftphae , the 
daughter of Sol and Crctes, he had Deucalion, Androgeus, Ari¬ 
adne, and feveral other children. Androgeus going to fee the Pa- 
nathsnean folemnities at Athens, was bafely murdered by the or¬ 
der of the king, who fufpe&ed that he defigned to aflift his bro¬ 
ther and his fifty fons to dethrone him. The Athenians being 
foon after arflidted with a peftilence,' were advifed by the oracle 
to appeafe Minos , who required feven boys and as many girls to 
be yearly lent to Crete, to be devoured by the monfter, called 
a minotaur, which, according to the poets, was half man and 


Pafiph 


But, 


according to Scrvius^ the queen had an intrigue with the kings 
fecretary, named Taurus, or Bull, in the houfe of Dafalup 
and v/as" brought to bed of twins, one of whom refembled M- 

Mh:cs was highly incenied again”. 


a 


■ n rjs 7 and the other icuirus. Mines was highly incenied againu 
Daedalus , and hearing that he had fled to Sicily, proclaimed war 
"■r'nft Cocahis, the king of that ifland, and landed with an 
avlny near Agrigentum. Afterwards, imprudently fruiting wm- 
fdi to Cocalus j he was by his order ftiflea in a bath. Upon the 

death of Monos, the Cretans, who had followed him to Sicih 
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fettled in that ifland; and being afterwards joined by fome of 
their countrymen, who, in their return from Troy , were driven 
on thofe coafts, they formed themfelves into a republic, and 
fubdued many of the bordering ftates. 

Some writers acknowlege but one Minos , and others maintain 
that there were two, who were both famous for the wife laws 
they publifhed, and the conquefts they made. Be that as it 
will, this Minos was the author of the laws which are fo highly 
commended by Plato. and Ari/lotle. The main fcope which he 
aimed at in the forming of his Jaws, was, according to Strabo , 
to procure happinefs for his fubje&s, by rendering them virtuous. 

To attain this end, he firft banifhed idlenefs and luxury, oblig¬ 
ing even his fubje&s of the higheft rank, either to ferve in the 
army, or apply themfelves to Agriculture. He alfo decreed that 
the children in each city fhould be brought up together, and 
taught the fame maxims, exercifes, and arts. Ail his fubjedts 
were alfo ordered to ufe the fame diet, and frequently to take 
their repafts together, without any diffinotion between the poor 
and rich. They were accuflomed from their tender years to 
bear hardfhips and fatigues, and as Crete was a mountainous and 
uneven country, the youth were not taught here, as elfewhere, 
to ride or wear heavy armour, but to ufe their bow dexteroufly, 
and in this they far excelled all other nations of the world. 

The youth were alfo infpired early with an high refpedl for the 
maxims, cuftoms, and laws of their own country, and enjoined 
to honour in a peculiar manner the magiftrates and aged perfons. 

To put men in mind of the primitive world, in which all men 
were equal, the mailers in the feails of Mercury waited on their 
ilaves at table. Plato tells us that Crete , under the government 
of fo wife a prince, became the abode of virtue, probity, and 
juftice; and that his laws were fo well founded in equity, that 
they fubiiiled in their full vigour in his time, that is, above 900 
years after their firft publication. 

The Cretans , however, at length degenerated from their an- Chamber 
cient probity, and became the moil vicious nation that wasoftheOc- 
known, either to the Greeks or Latins. Polybius writes, tans. 
that the Cretans in his time were avaricious and feif-intcrefted 
to fuch a degree, as to think, no lucre fordid. Suidas and Calli¬ 
machus give them the character of liars and impoftors, and St. 

Paul quotes againft them as truth, the teftimony of one of their 
own poets. When we ccnfider the juftice and humanity of 
Minos, we are inclined to afient to Banter , who feems to prove 
that it was not this legifiator, but another Minos , who impofed 
the bloody tribute on the Athenian; for the lots of his fon *. 

Mines was fucceeded -by his eldeft fon, Deucalion , who, ac- Deucalion, 
cording to Hyginus , was one of the Argonauts. His brother 
Crsteus , or Catreus , fucceeded him, and as v/e have mentioned Crcteim. 
in the hiftory of Rhodes , was accidentally killed in that ifland. 



* Mem de l’Acad. dts infeript. 1. iii. 

N n 2 by 
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hbtKeneus. by his own fon. His fucceflor in Crete was Idomeneus , the Con 

of Deucalion , who aflifted the Greeks at the fiege of Troy with 
80 fhips, and diftinguifhed himfelf there in feveral Angle com¬ 
bats. In his return, being in great danger from a ftorm he 
vowed if he got fafe home, to facrifice the firft perfon he met 
His eldeft fon coming out firft to meet him, he, purfuant to his 
vow, either did, or attempted to facrifice him, and his fubjefts 
rejecting him on that account, he failed into Italy, and built there 
the city of Pet ilia, on the Calabrian coaft. Tzctzes , however 
fays, that he was difpoflefied of his kingdom during his abfence 
by an ufurper, which obliged him to feek a fettlement elfe- 
where. 

Her tones. Upon the death or banifhment of Idomeneus , Mer tones, the 

grandfon of Minos , who had attended his coufin to the Trojan 
war, and there fignalized himfelf, was raifed to the throne. 
He died after a fhort reign, and both he and Idomeneus , who 
were buried in Crete near each other, were adored by the Cre¬ 
tans as demi-gods. 

Etearchus. Many years after the death of Meriones reigned Etearchus. The 

aCtions, and even the names of the intermediate kings are buried 
in oblivion. He probably was one of the defcendants of Minos : 
for, according to Suidas , the race of Minos enjoyed the fove- 
reignty of Crete to the deftruCtion of that kingdom. After mo¬ 
narchical government was abolifhed, Tzetzes informs us, that 
the family of Minos continued in great fplendor in Crete ; and 
Suetonius tells us, that the emperor, Sergius Galba, pretended 
to be defcerided from Minos by the mother’s fide. 

The re- Monarchical government being abolished, in what manner or 
public and on what account is not recorded ; the . chief power was lodged 
govern- in the fenate, which was compofed of 30 fenators, and is called 
ment in by Arijlotle , the public council of the nation. The refolutions 
troduced. of this alfembly were of no force, till the people had confirmed 
The Cof- them by their affent. The next in authority to the fenate were 
mi. the Cofrni , who were ten in number, and were chofen out of 

the body of the people. They had a negative upon all decrees, 
and out of their body the fenators were chofen. In time of war 
they had an abfolute command of the armies of the republic, 
but were afterwards accountable for their adminiftration, which 
law the fenators were not fubjccted to. In this condition the 
ifland of Crete , or at leaffc a part of it, continued for feveral 
The Dr- ages. The chief cities were frequently engaged in civil wars; 
tans en- but there is no account of thole commotions now extant. All 
gaged we know, is, that in the time of Philip , the father of Perfes^ 
continual- the Gnojftans and Gortynians had reduced all the other cities of 
ly in civil the ifland, and divided their conquefts. Thefe domeftic trou- 
di/Tenti- hies raged in Crete for many ages, and gave the inhabitants an op- 
ons. portunity of perfecting themfelves in all the arts of war, oil 

which account their mercenaries were in great requeft among 
foreigners. They were a great help, as Xenophon informs us, 
in the retreat of the io,oco. Many of Alexander's victories, if 
we believe Arrian , were owing to the Cretan auxiliaries. After 

the 
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the Romans became acquainted with Crete, they kept conftantly 
n their pay numerous bodies of Cretan auxiliaries, who, gene¬ 
rally fpeaking, behaved with great gallantry. At the periuafion 
of Eumenes, king of Pergamus, they entered into an alliance 
with Rome , in the war of Antiochus ; but referved to themfelves 
a power of negociating with other potentates, without con- 

fulting the Roman fenate. 

The Romans, not many years after, under pretence that the The Ro~ 

Cretans had privately correfponded with their enemy, Mithri- man s de» 
dotes, and had aflifted the pirates who infefted the Mediterranean, dare war 
declared war againft them; but their true motive, as Floras in- againft 
forms us, was their defire of conquering the ifland of Crete, the Cre- 
The Cretans , to avert the ftorm which threatened them, fent tans. 

30 of the moft illuftrious men of the ifland to Rotne 5 but the Bef. Ch. 
fenate, inftead of renewing ancient treaties with them, de- 68. 
manded fo many hard conditions of the fuppliants, that they 
choie rather to maintain a war than comply with them. Soon 
after, jP. Cacilins Metellus landed in Crete with three legions, 
and Lqfthenes and Pentires -, the chiefs of the Cretan republic, 
having aflembled an army of 24,000 men, he drew them to an 
engagement by marching againft Cydonia, the capital of the 
ifland. The Cretans were entirely defeated, and Cydonia, Gnof- 
fus , and Lycus, fubmitted to the Romans, who, in one campaign, 
poflelfed themfelves of the beft part of the ifland, though de¬ 
fended by the Cilician pirates, as well as by its own inhabitants. 

Metellus the following fpring again defeated the Cretans and en¬ 
larged his conquefts ; but as he treated the inhabitants with great 
feverity, they offered to fubmit to Pompey, who had been lately 
appointed proconful of the Teas with unlimited authority. Po?n- 
pey , who was then in Pamphylia, fent OBavins, one of his lieu¬ 
tenants, to Crete, who proclaimed all over the ifland that 
Pompey had the foie right of making treaties in all the places of 
his proconful ate. This fhameful claim of Pompey caufed a kind 
of civil war in the ifland, the Romans difputing with one ano¬ 
ther who fhould give the laft ftroke to the Cretans, and the 
troops of Oftavius aCting in conjunction with the Cretan for¬ 
ces. 0 Bavins even in perfon defended a Cretan city againft 
Metellus , who making himfelf mafter of the place, difmifled 
the lieutenant and the Roman prifoners, without their arms, 
amidft the hides of his foldiers. The lieutenant receiving a re¬ 
inforcement of troops from Pompey, again appeared in arms in 
favour of the Cretans ; but Metellus obliging him foon after to 
abandon the ifland, the Cretans at length fubmitted. Metellus Crete ro- 
changed their form of government, obliged them to live ac- duced to 
cording to the laws of Rome, impofed an annual tribute upon a Roman 
the whole ifland, and thereby reduced it to 2 Roman province, province. 
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SECT. III. 

s 

SThe Hijlory of Cyprus. 

4 

The npHE ifland of Cyprus was alfo named by the ancients 
names of % Acamis, Cera/lis, Ajpalia,. Amathus, Macaria, Crypto / 
Cyprus . Colima, Spechia, Paphia , Salaminia, and Mr of a. The moft 

common opinion is, that its prefent name was derived from a 
fhrub, called by the Greeks Cypros , found in plenty in that ifland, 
though very fcarce in other countries ; but what kind of fhrub 
this was, is ftill matter of difpute among authors. With the 
flower of this fhrub the ancient inhabitants made a very fweet 
oil, which is much commended by Pliny. 

Its chief The cities of moft note in Cyprus were, according to Ptolemy 
cities. and Strabo, on the north fide of the ifland. Thefe were, jifi- 

noe , fo called from a queen of Egypt ; Sola, or Soli, founded by the 
advice of Solon , the famous law-giver of the Athenians ; Lapi- 
thus , on the banks of a fmall river bearing the fame name; 
Aphrodifia and Carpafia. On this coaft alfo flood Corines, an- 
tiently called Ceraunia , faid to have been built by Cyrus the 
Great; and Tremiius , often mentioned by Sozomene. On the 
eaftern coaft flood Salamis , built by Teucer, the fon of Telamon, 
after his return from the Trojan war. This city is ftiled by Diodo¬ 
rus , the firft of all the Cyprian cities, and faid to have once excel¬ 
led moft of the Greek cities in power and riches. In after ages 
it was called Gonjlantia. Some are of opinion that Famagojla, 
the prefent metropolis of the ifland, was built on its ruins. On 
this fide of the ifle are two, or, according to Pliny , three fmall 
iflands, named Clides. On the fouth coafts were the cities of 
Throni , Citium , fuppofed by Jofephus to be built by Cittern, the 
fon of Javan, Malum and Amathus, which city was confecrated 
to Venus. On the weft fide of the ifland flood Paleepaphos, or 
old Paphos , about ten furlongs from the Ihore. This city was 
in a peculiar manner facred to Venus’, and the young women 
here ufed to proftitute themfelves to fuch ftrangers as came on 
Ihore, jn order to raife money for their portions. About 6o 
furlongs from Paleepaphos flood Neapaphos , or New Paphos, fa¬ 
mous Yor its harbour. Ptolemy mentions only three inland 
towns, namely, Chybrus , Trimethus , and Tamaffus , to which 
Strabo adds another, named Limenia. The copper that was 
found in the mines adjoining to Tamaffus, was deemed the belt 
in the world. 

According to the ancient geographers, Cyprus was divided into 

four provinces or diftricls, namely, Paphia to the weft, Ama- 

thuja to the fouth, Lapitha to the nortn, and Salaminia to the 

eaft. The ifland extends from eaft to weft along the coaft of 

Cilicia about i Ho miles, and is about forty-five miles broad. It 

Its cl - v/as anciently reckoned one of the moft fruitful iflands of the 

Mediterranean ; but is at prefent in great part uncultivated, and 

the 


male 
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the air in moft places very unwholefome, by reafon of the fens 
an d marflies. The honey of Cyprus is much commended by 
the ancients, and likewife the wine, oil, wool, &c. but above 
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tojlhenes and Herodotus 


Jofeph 


that the defendants of Cittim , the fon of Javan , and grandlon 
of Japbet , were the original inhabitants of Cyprus . As Cyprus 
was too narrow to contain the great numbers who attended him, 
and their defendants, he left io many as might ferve in time to 
plant the ifland, and with the reft is fuppofed to have pafled 
over into Mcicedon. In procefs of time Cyprus was inhabited. 


Herodotus 


-/- / 

We find kings reigning in Cyt 


Etbiop 


fore we may conclude that their firft government was monar- kings. 

.. i mi J - r n i_* . . _ _i • />•.. _ _ Jj- 


Their 


of Pygmalion the ftatuary, who is faid to have fallen in love with 
a ftatue of his own making, which Venus, at his entreaty, chang¬ 
ed into a fair damfel, whom he married. By this wife, it is laid, 
he had Papbus , who was the father of Cinyras , who was the 
iirft king of the ifland. Cinyras is faid to have poffeffed im- 


f 


proverb to exprefs an overgrown eftate. The priefthood of 
Venus became hereditary in his race, which dignity they en¬ 
joyed for many ages after the throne was feized by others. Belies, 
one of the fucceffors of Cinyras , is faid to have afiifted Tnicer 
in laying the foundations of Salamis. Cinyras and his fucceffors 
v/ere kings only of Paphos and the adjoining province, befides 
which kingdom we find eight others, mentioned by the ancients. 
The names of fome of the other kings that have been tranfmitted 


i/locypt 


nlocyprus , king of bolt, contemporary with b olon ; 
fon of the former, mentioned by Herodotus; 


Paftcraies , or Pajicyp 


Athenians to have fuccecded 


Arijlocyprus. Pimonax, Pygmalion , Praxippus , Stajieechus , Ido - 
mcneus, Mofchion. Dipbilus, Solon , and ‘Themifon , are mention¬ 
ed alfo by the ancients, as reigning in Cyprus , but what king¬ 
doms they held is uncertain. The kingdom of Salamis was by 
far the moft powerful in Cyprus , the Salcaninicn princes having, 

in procefs of time, fubdued the whole ifland._ 

Each of the petty kings in Cyprus reigned in his own territo¬ 
ries, with an uncontrouled authority, till the time of Cyrus the 
Great, who fubdued them by his lieutenants; but leaving them 
in pofleflion of their refpeclive kingdoms, obliged them only to 
pay an annual tribute to him and his fuccefiors, and to fend fup- 


of Darius Hyjlafpis , the Cyprian princes attempted to 1 
the Perftan yoke, being encouraged thereto by Oncfm 
©f Salamis , after which period the hiftory of Cyprus is i 
than that of the Salaminian kings. 

N n 4 
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' Teuce ** firff Salamis , the capital of this ifland, was firft founded, as we 
king of have faid, by Tcucer , about 1160 years before the Chriftian <era. 
Salamis. This prince is faid by LaSiantius to have introduced into the 

ifland of Cyprus the barbarous cuftom of offering human facrh 
flees to Jupiter , which continued till the reign of the emperor 
Adrian. As to the immediate fucceffors of Teucer , in the king¬ 
dom of Salamis., we are quite in the dark. Many years after 
him reigned Nicocreon , whole daughter Arjinoe is mentioned by 
Ovid. The next king we find, reigning in Salamis is Euclthon , 
who, Herodotus fays, firff fubmitted to the Egyptians , and after¬ 
wards to Camhyfes , the fon of Cyrus, whom he aflifted with men, 
money, and mips. Pheretima , queen of the Cyreneans , being 
expelled from Cyrene , came to Salamis., and follicited Euclthon 
to aflift her with an army, in order to recover her kingdom. 
The king not caring to engage in a war, made her rich prefents, 
hoping to content her by that means. She always adding, that 
though they were very valuable, yet an army would be far more 
acceptable to her; he at laft made her a prefent of a reel and 
diftaff of gold, and told her, that thefe were more proper pre¬ 
fents for women than armies. 

Siromus and Cberfis are mentioned by Herodotus , as kings of 
Salamis. The latter left three fons, Gorgus , Onejilus , and Phi- 
laon \ Gorgus., the eldeft, fucceeding him on the throne. Onefi- 
lus having often in vain follicited his brother to fhake off the 
Perjian yoke, refolved to pollefs himfelf of the throne, not 
doubting but all the Cyprians would fupport him againft the 
Perfians , who grievoufly opprefied them. He was confirmed in 
his refolution by the news of the revolt of the 1 onions, and ac¬ 
cordingly when Gorgus was one day out of the city, he feized 
Cnefilus on the gates, and caufed himfelf to be proclaimed king. Gorgus 
revolts being thus excluded, fled to the Perjians , while Onejilus pre- 
fiom the vailed on all the princes and cities of the ifland, except Amathus , 
Pe’fiani, to take up arms and drive out the Pcrfian garrifons. While he 
Bef. Clir. was befieging Amathus , the Perjians landed in the ifland with an 
500. army, and marched ftraight to Salamis , upon which he follicit¬ 
ed the afliffance of the lonians , who foon after arrived at the 
ifland with a powerful fleet. The Perfian army about the fame 
who foon time appearing in the plains of Salamis , the confederate kings 
reduce the of Cyprus drew out their forces, and ventured an engagement, in 
re ■/offers, which the Cyprians were defeated, and Oncfilus was killed. Fhe 

Perfians after this vidlory foon reduced all the cities that had re¬ 
volted, except Soli , which coft them a fiege of fix months. 
Thus the Cyprians having enjoyed their liberty during the [pace 
of one year, were reduced to their former ftate of flavery, Gor¬ 
gus being again reftored to the throne of Salamis. Gorgus was 
fucceeded by his fon Nicocraies , who, as Atbencsus informs us, 
made a curious collection of books, which he purchaied at a 
great rate. His brother Timarchus fucceeded him, and, ac¬ 
cording to Pliny , was remarkable for a double row of teeth. 

Evagoras I. the fon of Nicocraies , fucceeded ' Timarchus , in 

whofe reign Chrnn , the Athenian , arrived at Cyprus , with a fleet 

• ot 
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of 200 Tail, with the defign of driving the Perftans from the 

illand; but of the fuccefs of this expedition, and of the peace 

foon after concluded between Artaxerxes and the Athenians, we 

have fpoken in the Perftan and Athenian hiftories. In confe- The Per- 

auence of that treaty, the Perftans withdrew all their garrifons flans with- 

from Cyprus, leaving all the kings of the ifland free and inde-'draw from 

pendant. Evagoras not long after, according to Diodorus, died Cyprus. 
in banifhment, having been driven out of his kingdom by his Bef. Chr. 
nephew Protagoras, who held it for fome years, in the 18th 4 6o. 
V e a r of Artaxerxes Mnemon , Cyprus was again fubjecfed to the 
Perftans, with all the Greek cities in Afta, by the famous treaty 
concluded with the Perftans by Antalcidas, the Lacedemonian. 

At this time reigned at Salamis Nicocreon, the fon of the ufurper 
Protagoras, who was famous for his cruelty. Taking offence 
at a fatirical faying of the philofopher Anaxarchus, it is faid he 
caufed him to be put into a great mortar and to be pounded to 


death 


% 


Nicocreon 


expelled from the throne by a Phoenician named Abdymon, whom 
he had hofpitably received at Salamis. While the ufurper, 1 


Perf 


by 


Nicocles. This 


Ifocrates 


model of a good king. He came into the world with the moft charafter 
happy difpontions, a great fund of genius, an eafy conception, of Evago 
and a moft lively penetration; qualities which might have ex- ,as II. 
empted him from all ftudy and application, and neverthelefs he 
fpent great part of his time in reading, as if he had been quite 
deftitute of talents, and obliged to fupply by ftudy what nature 
had denied him. In his youth he was diftinguifhed for his mo- 
defty and the innocence of his behaviour, and as he advanced 
in years, his virtues became fo conipicuous, as to give no fmall 
jealoufy to the tyrant. Evagoras, indeed, waited only for an 
opportunity of recovering the crown ; but the tyrant being 
murdered by one of the principal citizens, who feized on the 
throne for himfeif, Evagoras on that occafion was obliged to fly 
from the ifland. His countrymen being grievoufly opprefled by 
the new ufurper, he not long after pafled over to the ifland, 
attended only by <;o followers, and the Cyprians joining him 
all to a man, he drove out the tyrant, and recovered the throne 


of his anceftors. Artaxerxes, 


Perfta , attempted to 


replace the ufurper, but being diverted by the Greek way, he 
put off the enterprife to a more proper feafon. Evagoras in the He be 
mean time extended his dominions, and by degrees made him-comes 


felf matter of almoft the whole ifland. 


Perfu 


UiUUWl UiUiWlL Wliv - u 1 J I 

having at laft concluded a peace with the Greeks, and being almo the 
follicited by the Amathuftans, Solians, and Citians, bent a., his who e 
force againft Evagoras. W e have already given an account of man . 



* Laert. in vit. Philofoph* Plin. 1 . 7. 


tihs 
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this war in the Perftan hiftory, and of the terms o 
which Evagoras was obliged to fubmit. 


Nicocles 


Evag, 


brated the funeral of his father with the utmoft pomp and mag- 
nificence, and on that occafion pronounced the difcourfe enti¬ 
tled Evagoras , which was compofed by the celebrated Ifocrates 
The fame philofopher wrote two other orations, addreffedto 
Nicocles , whofe name they ftill bear, and for which he received 
from the king 20 talents. This prince feems to have reigned but 
a few vears. his fon Btoaporas beine in Doffeflion of the thmn« 


c yp 


Ochus 


Ni 


whom we have juft mentioned, was driven out by his uncle 
The Cy- Protagoras , under whofe government the Cyprians revolted from 

J tj r _ t • *_j _ i? •__ j frr • • \ % , 


'prions a- 


Perfu 


g- - y ^ __ F ^ ^ ^ ^ 

gain re- already taken arms. Ochus ordering Idrieus, king of Cana , to 

O - • 1 , 1 /* . ~ 7 • 

the Per- 


Jiaiis. 

Bef. Chr. 

35 1 * 


the command of Phocion , the Athenian , who was joined by 
geras, the exiled prince, and great numbers of volunteers from 
Syria and Cilicia. Phocion inverted Salamts , but Protagoras 
making a vigorous defence, Ochus , who was entirely bent on the 


redudtion of Egypt 
Cyprian princes, re 


" O- 

fpedfive 


To 


con¬ 


tent Evagoras , the government of another place was conferred 
upon him, but he adling in the fame arbitrary manner as he had 
formerly done at Salami s, was obliged to fave himfelf by flying 
to Cyprus , where he was feized and put to death by Protagoras. 
From this time till after the death of Alexander there is 

__ no mention of the Cyprian kings ; but Arrian feems to infinuate 

f rorn that they fubmittcd to that conqueror. After Alexander's death, 

I . r_n A,: _ ■* r 1 _ i _ j* AH. tr. 


Pickin’! 

takes Cy- 


Jjntr emu. 

Bef. Lhr. 
311. 


Cyprus fell to Anti genus ; but while he was engaged in Afu 
with Cajjcmdcr , Ptolemy , the fon of Lagus , invaded the ifland, 
and reduced the greaieic part of it. Nicocles , king of Paphos, 
who had fubmittcd to Ptolemy , foon after being accufed of pri¬ 
vately correfponciing with Antigonus , Ptolemy ordered a part or 
his troops to cut him off. The foldiers having furrounded the 
houfc of Nicocles , he firft attempted to clear himfelf of what 
was laid to his charge; but feeing no one hearkened to him, he 
drew his fword ana flew himfelf on the fpot. Axiothca , his 
wife, hearing of his death, firft killed all her daughters, and 
then laid violent hands upon herfelf. The brothers of Nicocles 
retiring each of them to their own habitations, fet fire to their 
houfes, and perifhed with their whole families in the flames. 
This Nicocles is fappofed to have been the laft of the Eeucrian fa¬ 
mily, and to have poffeffed both the kingdom of Paphos and that 
of Salamts. 


Demetrius 
invades 
Cyprv s, 


Demetri u 


tl 


J W t * 

and -;.oo herfe. Having fecured his Reet with a double rampart, 
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he took the cities of Urania and Carpafta by {form, and then 
marched to Salamis. On his march he defeated Menelaus , the 
brother of Ptolemy , killing about 1000 of his men, and taking 
ooo prifoners. Demetrius having invefted Salamis , began to 
prepare the neceflary engines for the redudtion of the place, and 
having fent for materials and workmen out of Afia, he made afn 
immenfe number of warlike engines of an extraordinary bignefs, 
and amongft others, the famous helepolis. After the attack was 
begun, fevcral breaches were made in a few days; but when he 
thought himfelf already mafter of the place, all his machines, 
together with the helepolis, were burnt by the befieged. Pto- 


kmy loon after arrived 


fhip 


ranfports ; but being attacked by Deme - 
7 ms with toS gallies, after an obftinate difpute, he was entire¬ 
ly defeated, with the lofs of 70 gallies and all his tranfports, on 
board of which were 8000 men, with provisions, money, and 
military ftores. Ptolemy returning to Egypt with eight gallies 
only, after his departure, the whole ifland of Cyprus , with all anc l re . 
the forces, {hipping, and magazines, which Ptolemy had there, duces the 


Antigonus , 


__ Demeti 

loners, befides the mariners taken on board the fleet, 
and after his death Demetrius , held the ifland of Cyprus tor the 
fpace of 11 years, at the end of which Ptolemy recovered it, 
while Demetrius was engaged againft the Athenians and Lacedec- 


Cyprus 


f Egypt 


whole 
ifland. 

Bef. Chr. 

3 ° 4 * 

Ptolemy re¬ 
covers the 
ifland. 


utmoft injutlice, deprived of it by the Romans: But it is plain Bef.Chr 


Maccabees 


Macron 


293 


Nicanor , are mentioned as governing the ifland under Antiochus 
Epiphanes , that Cyprus was again, for fome time, brought under 

fubje&ion to the kings of Syria. ^ 

Be this as it may, the feizing of the ifland by the Romans is Cypntsuw- 
reckoned the moft flagrant piece of injuftice their republic was jultly feiz- 

♦ 1 i« T\ 1 T~ . I *1 * ^ ^ ^ f 7? 1 1 4>« vv/-\ /*/% ♦«% r\ II , 1 


ever guilty of. 


Egypt 


who made a partition of their father’s dominions,by which Ptolemy 


P } 


This 


rypt 


difpofition, and when requefted by Clodius , a young Romm no- 
bleman who had been taken prifoner by the pirates of Cthcw , 
to lend him fome money to pay for his ranfom, he fent him 
only two talents, which fmall fum being defpifed by the pirates, 
they fet Clodius at liberty without a ranfom. Clodius upon his 
return to Rome , employed all his power and authority to ruin 
the king of Cyprus , who had amafied great treafures, and the 
people concurring with him, a decree was palled,.declaring that 
Ptolemy (who was indeed a bad prince) had forfeited his crown 
to the Romans , on account of his bad government. The lenate 
did not oppofe this unjuft decree ; but on the contrary approved 
of the meaiure, which they juftified, by alledgmg that Alexan¬ 
der* the late king of Egypt , who died at Eyre , had left the JsLo- 

e his heirs. Thev had fome years before t; 


ed by the 
Romans* 

Bef. Chr. 
58. 


man 


peop 


effects. 
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efrecls, but did not prefume, however, to make any pretenfions to 
hi« dominions. The decree being now pafled again ft Ptolemy, the 
infamous Clodius procured an order of the comitia, or people 
for Cato to fet out without delay for Cyprus , and dethrone the 
king. The rigid Cato had fo little fenfe of juftice, as to obey 
and execute this wicked order; and accordingly went on board 
the firfl: {hip he met with, bound to Cyprus , attended only by a 
few domeftics. Upon his arrival at Rhodes, he fent one Cani- 
dius to Ptolemy , to try whether he could prevail upon him by 
fair means to give up his dominions to the republic. Ptolemy 
rejected the offer of the high-prieflhood of Venus, made him 
by Camdius , on the revenues of which he might have lived in a 
fumptuous manner; but not having courage enough to engage 
in a war with Rome , he put all his treafures on board one of his 
largeft fhips, and failed out to fea with the defign of perifliing, 
together with his riches, by finking the veflel. He could not, 
however, find in his heart to defiroy his treafure, but again 
bringing it on fhore, he laid it up in his treafury, and then poi- 
Ttolemy in foned himfelf. Upon the king’s death, Cato , without oppo- 
defpair fition, took pofleflion of the ifland in the name of the republic, 
poifons and feized the treafures, which amounted to 7000 talents, that 
himfelf. is, 1,356,250 /. fterling. Cato himfelf, notwithftanding his 

boafted virtue, fhewed no more integrity than the wicked Clo¬ 
dius ; for after his return, he oppofed the annulling of the a<fl$ 
of Clodius , as in that cafe the treafure, he faid, muft have been 
returned to the Cyprians , and he even prevailed with the fenate 
to confirm them, contrary to the advice of Cicero 





SECT. IY. 

*Phe Hiftcry of Samos. 

ffEPHALENIA and Samothracia , as well as the ifland we 
are now to write of, were anciently called Samos. The 
ifland {till known by the name of Samos , was, in former ages, 
diflinguifhed from the other two by the epithet of Ionian. It 
was called Parihenia , Dryufa , Anthemifa , Melamphyllus, Cypa- 
rijjia, Parthenoarufa , Stephanie, A nth emus, and Parthenias. 
Samos lies between the continent of Afia and the ifland harm. 
The fitua- being divided from the continent by a ftrait of about a mile 
don of broad, and from the latter by another which is eight miles over. 

Samos. As ail the veflels trading from Conjlantinople to Syria and Egypt 

pafs through one of thefe ftraits, they are {till frequented by 
pirates, as they were in Strabo’s time. The ifland lies between 
the 38th and 39th degrees of north latitude, and is about 87 
miles in circumference. The metropolis of Samos , and the 
only city in the country, mentioned by the ancients, bore the 

fame name as the ifland. It ftood on the fouth coaft, partly on 

* 

* Plut. in Cat. Val. Max. 1 . ix. Veil. Pater. 

the 
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the plain and partly on the hills. Vitruvius is of opinion, that Account 
Samos and the 13 towns of the Ionian confederacy, were all of its me- 
built by Ion the Athenian. This city, in the flourifhing times tropolis. 
of Greece, was very populous, wealthy, and well fortified, and 
an idea of its ancient fplendor and greatnefs may be formed by 
the prefent remains of its ruins, which are fully defcribed by 
Tournefort. Samos was remarkable among other things for a fa¬ 
mous temple of ‘Juno, the moft fpacious, Herodotus fays, that 
he ever faw. The Heraan games, which were inftituted by 
the Greeks in honour of Here ? or Juno , were celebrated in this 
ifland with the utmoft magnificence. This folemnity owed its 
origin to a fabulous opinion that prevailed in Samos , that Juno 
had lived there from her earlieft infancy, till (he became mar¬ 
riageable, and that Jupiter had married her there. Her temple 
in the ifland was fo enriched with gifts, that there was no room 
for ftatues and pictures. Verres , the Roman , on his return from 
AfiOy did not fcruple to rifle the temple, and ftrip it of all its 
rich moveables, and not many years after, the pirates, in Pom- 
pey’s time, plundered the place. In a court adjoining to the 
temple was an immenfe number of ftatues, done by the moft fa¬ 
mous ftatuaries of Greece , and amongft others three of a co- 


Hercules 


Jupiter , Minerva 


The fruitfulnefs of this ifland is highly commended by the The ferti- 
ancients, namely, by Strabo , who feems to prefer it in this re- Iity ©f the 
fpe<ft to the moft fertile countries in Ajia. Here the trees are ifland. 
faid to have yielded fruit twice a year. The only thing which 
Strabo did not admire in Samos , was the wine, though all the 
neighbouring iflands were famous on account of their excellent 
wines. 

The Samians applied themfelves very early to trade and na- 

vigation, and the ifland in former ages was famed for earthen habitants, 
ware, which was in great requeft among the ancients. Samos , 
according to Strabo and other ancient writers, was firft peopled 
by the Carians , and afterwards by colonies from lihaca and Ce~ 
poalenia. Some ages after. 


lebius 


12 th 


Ihehoboam, king of Jcrufalem 

from the coaft of Afia into the ifland of Samos , and united it to 
their confederacy. 

Monarchical government is fuppofed to have firfc prevailed in Their fi 
Samos , but how long it continued, or on what account it was govern- 
abolifhed, is uncertain. From the kings the adminiftration paffed mexit 
into the hands of the Geomori, who formed a kind of fenate. 
and had much the fame power as the Ephori of Spart 


n 

u • 


This 


form of government was fucceeded by a democracy, and the 
democracy by an oligarchy. 

The firft enterpriTe of the Samians mentioned in hiftory, is, The hiflo 
their planting a colony in the city of Oaf is in Egypt, which city, r y of the 
Herodotus informs us, was inhabited by the Samians. When this dam ans. 
happened he does not mention, nor at what time they firft failed 
to TarteJJiis , in Spain, A Samian veffe!, he fays, bound home- 
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wards from Egypt , was, by contrary winds, driven without the 
pillars of Hercules , to Tariejus. As no foreign traders had ever 
before touched at that port, the inhabitants flocked to the ftiore 
and brought the Samian commodities at fuch prices as the failors 
were pleafed to fet upon them, whence the profits they made 
were immenfe. In the reign of their king Anyphicrates , they 
made war upon the inhabitants ; but all we know of this expe¬ 
dition is, that it reduced both parties to great extremities. The 
Samians , as Herodotus informs us, maintained their liberties, 
both againft Crafus and Cyrus ; their fleet, which was manned 
with expert mariners, protecting them againft any foreign inva- 
The ty- lion. However, they were very early brought under fubje&ion 
rants of to their own tyrants, among whom may be reckoned the geo- 
S'amos . mori, or nobility, who were fo called for having divided the 

lands among themfelves. During their ufurpation, the inha¬ 
bitants of Megara attacked Perinthus , a city of the Samians, 
which occafioned a war betwixt the two dates. The geomori 
having equipped 30 gallics, committed the management of the 
war to nine commanders of the popular faction, who totally 
routed the Megarenfes , and took 600 prifoners. Thefe command¬ 
ers having armed their 600 prifoners, on their return attacked 
the geomori, while they were aflembled in council, put moftof 
them to the fword, and reftored the democracy. Not long 
after, the Samians , in a war that broke out between them and 


Sylrjon the Molians, gave the command of their forces to one Sylofon, 
feizes the who having gained the officers and foldiers, feized the govern 
onvpi n- ment for himfelf. 


govern¬ 

ment. 


Th 

fowed 


& 


two ftates in the following age. Having granted an afylum in 
the temple of Diana to 300 noble Corcyrian youths, who had 
touched at their ifland on their way to Sardis , whither they 
wereTent to be made eunuchs, by the order of Per lander, ty¬ 
rant of Corinth , the Corinthians befet the temple, in hopes of 
ftarving them. The Samian youth of both fexes, however, af- 
fembling, they danced round the temple, as in honour to the 
goddefs, with cakes of flour and honey in their hands, which 
they allowed the Corcyrians to fnatch from them, and by that 
means fruftra'ced the defign of the Corinthians. After their de¬ 
parture, the Samians conveyed the youths of Corcyra fafe to their 
native country. 

The go- After the death of Sylofon the Samians enjoyed their liberty 

vernment for fome time, but were again brought under fubjeClion by one 

poJTefTed of their citizens, named Maces , who had three foils. Poly crates, 

by Pcly- Pantagnojlus , and Sylofon. Polycrates , fomc years artCr his fa- 

(rates. ther’s death, feized alfo on the government. As his father had 

Bef. Ch. left an immenfe treafure, he gained the afFcdlion of the popu- 

531: lace, by living in a fplendid and moft profufe manner, but ne- 

vertheiefs communicated his ambitious fcheme only to is p cr " 

foils, the chief of whom were his two brothers. While the 

people were celebrating a feaft in honour of Juno^ Poly crates 

made 


2 
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made himfelf mafter of the citadel, and maintained himfelf in 
it againft the utmoft efforts of the Samians , till he was relieved 
L | body of Naxians , fent him by Lygdamis , tyrant of Naxus . 

With this reinforcement he fettled himfelf on the throne, after 
having either banifhed or put to death all who had declared againft 
him. He rewarded all his friends, and divided the ifland with 
his brothers ; but foon after repenting of what he had done, he 
caufed Pantagnofius to be put to death, and banifhed Sylofon. 
polycrates having then fecured the friendfhip of Amafis , king of 
EgyP^ by entering into an alliance with him, refolved to en¬ 
large his dominions, and equipping a fleet of 100 gallies, put 
on board 1000 chofen archers, and other land forces. With He re- 
his fleet and army he foon reduced moft of the neighbouring duces the 
iflands, not fparing even his friends and allies, and afterwards neigh- 
made himfelf mafter of many cities on the coaft of Afia , info- bouring 
much, that the neighbouring ftates, alarmed by his uninter- iilands. 
rupted fuccefs, offered to fubmit to him upon his own terms. 

The Lefbians, who alone oppofed him, were entirely defeated 
in a fea fight. His friend Amafis , upon the news of his great 
fuccefles, is faid to have written to him, advifing him to guard 
himfelf againft the confequences of good fortune, by parting 
with the thing he molt valued. Poly crates, accordingly, to He throws 
counterbalance his good fortune, threw into the fea a feai, cut a valuable 
in emerald and let in gold, which he valued above all his trea- ring into 
fures. A few days after, however, this was again prefented to the fea, 
him, being found in the belly of a fifh, which was brought by a which he 
fiftierman to his palace. Amafis being informed by the king of recovers 
this lurprifing circumftance, concluded that fome great misfor- in a mira- 
tune would foon befal him, and formally renounced his al- eulous 
liance. manner. 


Poly crates being no longer under any engagements with Amafis , He enters 
entered into an alliance with Cambyfes , king of Perfia , and font into an al- 
him -| a gallies, manned with difaffected Samians , requefting him liance 
not to fuffer them ever to return to their native country. Some withCa,’/:- 
writers affirm, that thefe Samians proceeded no farther than the byfes. 
Carpathian fea ; but others fay that they went to Egypt , to aflift 


the Perfians \ but finding themfolves watched by them, they 
took an opportunity of returning to Samos , met the fleet of 
Polycrates , which they defeated, and landed fate in their own 
country, where they fought an unfuccefsful battle at land, and 
afterwards fot fail for Lacedaemon. The Samian writers, quo¬ 
ted by Herodotus , tell us that the Lacedaemonians undertook the 
defence of the exiles, in requital of the affiftznce they had for¬ 


merly received from them in a war with the Irlcjjniians ; but 
the Lacedaemonians fay, that they efpoufed their caufe to be re¬ 
venged of the Samians , for having formerly intercepted a curious 
bruin, which they had font as a prefont to Crcafus , king of Ly¬ 
dia , and for robbing them the year before of a rich prefont, 
which the king of Egypt had font them. Whatever was their 
motive, they equipped a powerful fleet, and being joined hr the 

l v.:„ _ 
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Th eSami- Corinthians , whom the Samians had formerly difobliged, they i n , 
an exiles veiled Samos , the capital of the ifland. The Lacedemonians 
a Hided by after they had continued the fiege 40 days, were obliged to re- 
the Lace- imbark and leave the ifland. Some writers tell us, that Polycrates 
d<emuni- purchafed a peace, but inftead of paying them the money he p ro _ 

ans. mifed, he gave them fo many pieces of lead that were coined and 

gilt. 

The exiles finding themfelves thus abandoned, fet fail f or 
the ifland of Siphnus , which is one of the Cyclades , and upon 
their landing, lent deputies to the Sipbnians , defiring a loan of 
ten talents ; but receiving a denial, they ravaged their territo¬ 
ries. The Sipbnians oppofed them with all their forces, but 
were defeated, and many of them taken prifoners, forwhofe 
ranfom the Samians received 100 talents. With this fupply 
having repaired their fhips, they failed to Her mi one ^ the inhabi¬ 
tants of which place gave them the ifland of Thyrea. This they 
committed to the care of the Preezenians , and failing to Crete , 
founded the city of Cydonia ; but fix years after they were en¬ 
tirely defeated in a fea fight by the /.Eginates . Being driven from 
Crete they failed to Italy , according to Eufebius, and there 
founded the city of Dicaarchia , called afterwards Puteoli, and 
at prefent Puzzolo. 

Polycrates Polycrates , upon the departure of the exiles, began to enter* 
forms a tain thoughts of fubduing all Ionia , together with the Afiatic 
defign of iflands; an enterprife, fays Herodotus , which no one before 
conquer- him had ever attempted. After he had made great preparations 
ing Ionia , for his undertaking, he was cut off by an untimely death, being 
but is treacheroufly enfnared by Oroetes , governor of Magnefia , under 
treache- Cambyfes , who prevailed upon him to come and vifit him, under 
roufly pretence of afking his prote&ion againfl his mailer. Polycrates 

ilain. to the hour of his death had never felt the leafl fhock ofadverfe 

fortune. All the ancients fpeak of his profperity as miraculous, 
and amongft others Valerius Maximus , who fays, that he never 
formed a defign which he did not with great eafe put in execu¬ 
tion, nor earneflly wifh for a thing which he did not obtain. 
He was a man of moll extraordinary parts, and, according to 
Herodotus , fuperior in wifdom, greatnefs of mind, and other 
princely qualities, to ail the Greek tyrants. He took great de¬ 
light in the converfation of learned men, and when at leifure 
from public affairs, fpent much of his time with Anacreon and 
Pythagoras. He embellifhed the city of Samos with many mag¬ 
nificent and flately buildings, fome of which, as appears from 
Suetonius , were remaining in the time of the Roman emperors. 
According to Diodorus , he oppreffed not only his own fubjefts, 
but even ilrangers, in a mofl tyrannical manner, on.which ac¬ 
count Amajis , king of Egypt , renounced his friendfhip. Hero¬ 
dotus , on the contrary, commends him as a prince of great ge¬ 
ne rofify ; but Diogenes Laertius , Porpbyrius , ‘Jambl'tcus , Geh 
lius , and Eufebius , feem to agree with Diodorus ; for they are 

all unanimous in telling us, that Pythagoras abandoned his na¬ 
tive 

I. 

i 

« 
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tive country, becaufe he could not endure the tyranny of Po~ 
heTQt£S ( Y ) • 

J Polycrates was fucceeaed in the tyranny by his fecretary, 
l/taandrus, whom, upon his departure for Magnefia , he had 
appointed to govern during his abfence. Mcsandrus was a man 
0 f great probity, and therefore no fooner faw himfelf inverted 
with the fupreme power, but he refolved to refign it, and re- 
ftore his countrymen to their forme 
aflembled the people, and declaring t 
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He accordingly 


proclaimed 


ty to all, faid, “ I defire only you would grant me fix talents 
“ out of the treafures of Polycrates , and confer upon me and my 

* /• 1 _ r _u .1 _• /Li_J _ 7 i*_s> 


- • — -—— r- 

Having thus fpoken, one Telefearchus 


Jupiter 


Samians , inveighed bitterly againft him, and infilled upon his 

during the fliort time 
>eech, perceiving that 


Mceandrus 


money, 


he had governed. 

if he diverted himfelf or tne power, lie coma oe no longer late 
in his own country, and that fome other would foon ufurp it, 
refolved to keep pofleflion of the government. Accordingly he 
lent for the citizens to the citadel, under colour of giving them 
an account of the public treafures, but feized their perfons, 
and kept them under clofe confinement. He foon after falling 

« t • 1 .1 T . .1 ■ 1 • 1 11 


fick, 

all the prifoners to death, tl 
the fovereignty. Mcsandrus 


might 


^ 9 - 

Perjians 



'on, the brother of Polycrates , upon the throne. Syloft 

banilhed by his brother, had retired to Egypt 


Sylo/on, by 
the help 
of the 
Perjians, is 


Memphis , where he became acquainted with Darius Hy~ putinpof 


flafpis , one of the guards of Cambyft 
ately fond of a fcarlet cloak which he wore, he made him a 
prefent of it. Hearing afterwards that Darius was advanced to 
the throne, he haftened to Sufa, and defired audience of the 
king, telling the guards he had been a benefa&or to him. Da- 


fiffion of 


amis 


rtus was greatly 


Sylofo 


Ihould 


Egypt , Dai 


(y) This celebrated philofo- 
pher upon his return from his tra¬ 
vels, it is faid, finding the tyran¬ 
ny of Poly crates infup portable, re¬ 
tired to that part of Italy called 
Magna Greet a, where he founded 
a famous feftof philofophers, and 
died in the 80th or goth year of 
his life. Belides Pythagoras, this 

• A * / 

aland produced feveral other great 
men, namely. Cheer:/us, "who 

VOL. H. 


wrote in verfe the actions of Xer - 

xes and Dan us, kings of Perjia, 
and of Ar chela ns, king of Mace- 
don ; Cuisn, a famous mathema¬ 
tician, the preceptor and friend 
of Archimedes ; Creophylus , an ex¬ 
cellent poet, and the contemporary 
and friend of Homer. Hierophiie, 
one of the fibyls, was alfo bom 
in Samcs. 

0 O 


fered 


5 


6i 


Maces 
fucceeds 
Syiofcn. 
Bef. Chr 

497 - 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

fcred to reward him plentifully with gold and filver. Sylofonxt- 
plicd, that he neither afked gold nor filver, but only to be put 
in pofleffion of Samos without bloodfhed. Darius immediately 
fent an army againft Samos, ordering the general Oiartes to fol¬ 
low the directions of Sylojon. Otanes having landed his forces 
Ma an dr us and thofe of his party offered to depart the ifland > 
under a promife of indemnity, which was readily agreed to, and 
a truce concluded. 

During the truce Chari/aus , the brother of Mceandrus , who 
had been fhut up in a dungeon for feveral crimes, obtained his 
liberty, and reviling his brother as a coward for fubmitting to 
the Perfians , prevailed upon him to grant him fome troops, pro- 
mifing to drive the invaders from the ifland. Maandras , it is 
faid, agreed to this propolal from envy to Sylojon , knowing that 
the Per [tans would wreck their vengeance on the Samians. 
The Perfians being furpriled, and a great many of their chief 
men killed by Chari unis, Otanes in revenge, ordered his troops 
to put all the Samians they met to the fword, without diflinftion 
of age or fex. Mceandrus made his c' .' ipe by fea, and fled to 
Lacedaemon ; but foon after Glee . , king of Sparta , being 

v into his kingdom, as he 
elute with him, ordered him 


afraid left he fbould introduc 


t ’ - • > 

4 . . • J 


had a g; cp.t d 


ii of gold 


to depart Pcloponnefi-.t 


dered and 


Upon the rfig u ALt.u drus, the Perfians put Samos , plun- 

; laved as it was, into the hands of Sylojon, who 
or a ' ' ■' if- lubjects to fuch a degree, that moft of them aban¬ 
doning their native caimtry, fettled either in the neighbouring 
iflands, or on the continent, fo that Samos became wholly un¬ 
inhabited. 

Sylojon was fucceeded by his fon /Paces , who attended Darius 
into Scythia, but being driven out aft. rwards by Ariflagoras the 
Milefian , the Samians revolted from Perjia and joined the lonians. 
In an engagement that happened foon afterwards betwixt the 
fleet of the confederates and that of the Per/ans , t,o Samian 
gallics, at the perfuafion of Maces, who was in a Perfian fhip, 
retired from the fight, and their example being followed by the 
Lcjhlans , and all the confederates, except the Chians , the Per- 
Jtans gained a complete victory, and taking Miletus , prepared 
to invade Samos. Many Samians on this occafion chofe to aban¬ 
don their country, and being invited to Sicily by the Zanclemn , 
failed thither. When they arrived in Sicily , the Zanckans were 
abfent, and engaged with their king in the fiege of fome other 
city ; which opportunity tempted them to feize the city of Z any 
cle for thcmfelvcs. The Perfians in the mean time landing in 
Samos, reinftated Maces in his former government, and for his 


fake faved his capital city from deftruddion. Maces ferved un¬ 
der Xerxes in the beginning of his Grecian expedition, and 

his fon, who had behaved gallantly 
as declared his fucceflor. 

The following year, however, the Samians privately entered 

into engagements with the Greek confederates, alluring the ad¬ 
miral 


upon his death Thcome/hr , his 
in the fea fight of Salamis , wa; 
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miral, that as foon as the Grecian fleet appeared, they would re- The Sa- 
volt from the Perfians. The Greeks , next day after the Samian mi am 
deputies had joined them, attacked the Perfians off My cal:, and fide with 
rained a complete victory, the Samians in the beginning of the the Gr.aks 
engagement declaring for them, their example being alfo imi- a^ainft 

tated by the reft of the lonians. After this glorious victory, the Per - 
the Greeks returning to Samos , required the Samians and other fians. 
iflanders to fwear that they would continue in their alliance, 
promifing to aflift them in all emergencies. 

The Samians , being thus delivered from the Perftan yoke, 
continued ftedfaft in their alliance with the Athenians for 37 

years, enjoying in the mean time the full pofTeflion of their 
indent liberties. Being at length tempted to revolt from the The Sa- 
Athmians , they were in a fhort time after reduced by the fa- mans 
mous Pericles , who difmantled their city, and impofed very revolt 
hard conditions upon them, as we have mentioned in the Athe- from the 
man hiftory. The Samians , from this time, continued fubjedb Athenians , 
to the Athenians , till the 20th year of the Peloponnefian war, but are 
v.’hen the common people of Samos taking up arms againft the again re¬ 
nobility, who had again ufurped the fovereign power, flew 200 duced. 
of them, and banifhing the reft, divided their eftates among 
themfelvcs. The Athenians were fo pleafed with this reftora- 
tion of democracy, that they allowed the Samians to govern 
their republic according to their own laws. A revolution, Several 
however, happening the year following at Athens^ where therevolu- 
nobles had feized the government, the rich men of Samos , who tions in 
had got fome afljftance from the new Athenian magiftrates, at- Samos. 
tempted to alter the form of government; but without luc- 
cefs, the popular party continuing in pofleffion of the fupreme 
power, and granting a refuge to great numbers of the Athe¬ 
nians who fled from the tyranny of their new magiftrates. 

Lyfancier, the Lacedemonian admiral, when he had reduced 
Athens, and altered the form of its government, went and per¬ 
formed the fame at Samos. He committed the fupreme power 
to ten men, called Decadarcha: ; which form of government, 
after it had continued ten years, was again changed into a 
democracy by the Athenians , upon their regaining the fove- 
reignty of the fea by their naval victory at Cnidos. The Sa¬ 
mians, not long after, were conquered by the Perfians ; but an 
Athenian fleet, under the command of Tirnothcus, foon obliged 
the conquerors to quit the ifland ; from which time the Sami¬ 
ans remained faithfully attached to the Athenians till they were 
reduced by the Romans. The Samian ftate, upon lofing its 
liberty, foon became inconfiderable. The emperor Augujlns 7 
however, afterwards reftoring liberty to the Samians , the ifland, 
m a very fhort time, became fo populous, that great numbers 
of inhabitants, for want of convenience in their native coun¬ 
try, went from thence and fettled in Icaria. Samos , with the 
other Greek iflands, was at length reduced into the form of a 
Roman province by Vefpafmn. 

fh? END of the Second Vol u m f, 



